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WE GUARD OUR
INHERITANCE

Dear Friends,

s you know, we guard our great inheritance, our
A institution, the Bialystoker Center and Home.

I invite all the Bialystoker, Grodner and
friends of the cities and towns, which are close to
Bialystok, both geographically and spiritually, who
share a mutual sentiment towards our institution, not
only because it is the only one remaining, after the
Nazi-gestruction, which stands as a column, as an
eternal memento of our hometown; and not only
because we renovated our lobby which leads to the
Center; and not because we installed air-conditioners in
every room; and we have our own department to test
the hearing of our residents; and new kitchen
improvements. No, we invite you, because we would like
you to see how we run our Home and care for its
residents. We will lead you from floor to floor, answer
alt your questions, but we would like you to come and
see for yourself, with your own eyes, just why we need
your help.

The Home has 95 beds. It is always in financial
distress because, as you know, the city pays only 80
percent. The remaining 20 percent is covered by the
Center. Until recently, this was no problem, but for the
past year, it has become very difficult, because the
Center does not receive the same amount of help from
our friends as it did in the past. We get less — but the
Home needs more. So, we are appealing to you, dear
friends, for your help.

It is already about 4-5 years since we have
arranged any kind of event which would bring in a large
sum of money for the Home. Today, however, if we
were to plan even the smallest kind of event, it would
take a great deal of labor and money, as the hotels we
used are Now Very expensive.

For that reason, the executive board has decided
to send a letter to every member and friend of the
Bialystoker Center and Home and simply request that
each one contribute as much as he can. The
Bialystoker Home for the Aged must continue to exist!

Please accept my personal appreciation for your
help, in advance.

Sincerely yours, Sol Krim
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PRK SURGICAL CO. INC.
8

fvas PETER A. DUBE, R.Ph.
SURGICAL - MEDICAL SALES

5001 NEw UTRECHT AVENUE
BROOKLYN, N.Y. 11219

800 633-7878
718 436-9200

(718) 948-3799

ROBERT A. ORLANDO
SAFETY AND FIRE CONSULTANTS INC.

Compliments of

Jack M. Rosenberg,
Pharm. D., Ph.d., P.C.

®* FIRE DRILLS & PERSONNEL TRAINING
® FIRE & SAFETY CONTROL PROGRAMS
* OSHA & LOSS CONTROL ASSISTANCE
* FIRE/DISASTER PLANS

428 PRESTON AVE. » STATEN ISLAND, NY 10312

Mazur Bros & Jaffe

Fish Co., Inc.

232-234 Front St.

New York, N.Y. 10038-2086

Ir

|
ﬁ

PR TN
AU JHER
“QUALITY & SERVICE FIT FOR A PRINCE”
SINCE 1923

LUMBER — PLYWOOD — FORMICA — DRYWALL PRODUCTS

WINDOWS — DOORS — HARDWARE — ROOFING SUPPLIES

404 WEST 15TH STREET NEW YORK, NY 10011
(212) 777-1150
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B.J.&S. BAKERY

155 Division Avenue
Brooklyn, New York 11211
Telephone: (718) ST 2-0180

Closed On Saturdays

212-924-3241

CAPITAL SUPPLY COMPANY
Building Maintenance Supplies

111 Eighth Avenue
New York, N.Y. 10011

STEVEN FALCO
President

HARDWARE MART

244-6 W. 14th Street
New York, N.Y. 10011
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I

.J

OR7-5588 (212) 473-4810

KOSSAR’S

BIALYSTOKER KUCHEN
BAKERY, Inc.

fl)aizy d?zstautant and .'Ba‘uy 367 Grand Street
New York, N.Y. 10002

CATERING FACILITIES 138 DELANCEY STREET

FOR ALL OCCASBIONS NEW YORK, N. Y. 10002 (212) 674'9747

GARLICK:z: (212) 475-2050

The family name and heritage,  SONsgmenmenriere 12 09 2
2 . oney Islan venue e

for generations, a source of WESTCHESTER: 1091 Yonkers Avene (914) 237-3300

Strength and Comfort MONTICELLO: 186 Broadway (914) 794-7474

. . QUEENS: 38-08 Dit-
to the Jewish community.  masews (718) 274-1050 FLORIDA: bade County (305) 947-2229;
Broward County (305) 925-2209; Paim Beach County (305) 684-7779
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RIVERSIDE-
Gramercy Chapels

152 Second Avenue
New York, New York 10003
(212) 477-6334

Charles S. Salomon

Lawrence H. Schwartz

For Generations
A Symbol Of Jewish Tradition.

Continuing to maintain the high service standards of the Sigmund Schwartz, Rosenthal and Alpert families.

TEL: 718-271-5800

Senator Supply Co.
45-13 — 108TH STREET
CORONA, N.Y. 11368

JACK LAZEAR

STATIONERY SUPPLIES SALES MANAGER

TEL: OR3-3860

M. SCHAMES & SON
DISTRIBUTORS OF
PAINT & WALLPAPER

3 ESSEX STREET

Michael Schames NEW YORK, N.Y. 10002
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COMPLIMENTS
OF
LOEB & TROPER

Certified Public Accountants

270 Madison Avenue
New York, N.Y. 10016

212-889-7880

“Full Scope Services
to the Health Care
and Not For Profit

Industry”

Raycar Fuel
Oil Co.

Div. Of
ELM-TREMONT
FUEL CORPORATION

“We Make Warm Friends”

— 2-4-6 Fuel Oil —
— Oil Burner Service & Installation —
— Gas Installation —
— Service and Parts —

66-31 Grand Avenue
Maspeth, New York 11378
718-507-8700

320 Coster Street
Bronx, N.Y. 10474

931-6000

Michael Shepard
General Manager
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Compliments of

©

Choice R Center,:.

Choice Surgical Supply, Inc.

457 Doughty Blvd
Inwood, N.Y. 11696

(516) 239-3673
(516) 239-2607
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S. BERTRAM INC.

Distributors of

“FRESH FARM EGGS”
DAIRY AND INSTITUTIONAL PRODUCTS

329 Greenwich Street
New York, N.Y. 10013
925-6500

(718) 232-0066 (800) 258-8680

MED-PART

Replacement Parts for All Medical Equipment

62 Avenue O
Israel Minzer Brooklyn, N.Y. 11204
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This may partially be true, if we applied a normal
measuring yardstick. But here again we must
measure our mutual relationship by different values.

As far as our history in America is concerned,
there isn’t much to complain about. But one thing is
amiss in our Jewish life here. We lack a moral

foundation for our existence. This moral foundation
was granted us in the Diaspora 43 years ago,
however, with the rebirth of our Jewish statehood
and nationhood. 43 years ago this beloved child of
ours was born. The midwives of the world shook
their heads in disbelief and worried about its
survival. Today this child grew into a mature and
strong adult, feared by some, admired by many, but
respected by everyone.

In the short span of 43 years, Israel has
quintupled her population, has created the strongest
military power in the Mideast, has founded
hundreds of new villages and towns, has planted
millions of trees, has revived thousands of acres of
wasteland and transformed a desert into a blooming
garden. Israel has become a place of learning for
many nations and has achieved greater technologi-
cal progress than any other nation in the world.

But one thing is still out of reach, and this is
peace. In the short span of 43 years, Israel has
fought four wars and achieved glorious victories but
not peace.

As Israel approaches her 43rd birthday she is

again being threatened by her neighbors and foes
around the globe. Now more than ever, the country
needs our help and support, material as well as
moral.

On this festive occasion we pledge ourselves to
do our utmost to help our brethern in Israel with all

Deuteronom

our heart, and with all our soul, and with all our
might.
Be strong and of good courage, do not fear or be in
dread of them; for it is the Lord your God who
goes with you; He will not fail you or forsake
you.
Deuteronomy 31:6

SEEKING INFORMATION

Looking for information about M.
Feigensohn of Bialystok, brother to
Zelig Feigensohn who lived in
Wisoko Litovsk.

Please contact

BETTY LEWIS
79 Washington Ave.
Dumont, NJ 07628
Tel. (201) 387-2215
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SALUTE TO ISRAEL ON HER 43rd BIRTHDAY

Behold, I am with you and will keep you
wherever you go, and will bring you back to this
land; for I will not leave you until I have done

that of which i have spoken to you.
Genesis 28:15

The 43rd Anniversary of the rebirth of the State
of Israel is a joyous occasion for all of us, a time of
jubilation in which we once again proclaim to the
whole world that

The Eternal of Israel shall not fail

Samuel 15, 29

Pwe XD HRAWY nxl

v 0 SRMWY

Once again we shall reaffirm our quality of
hardheadiness and our stubborness in not giving up
our eternal struggle for justice, freedom and equal-
ity. We have had a bloody history and we may G-d,
forbid, have to bleed again, but there is not a power
in this world that could subdue us. And the reason
for this is a simple one. We are the only people in
the pages of world history possessing a unique
quality which cannot be destroyed by physical
means. This unique quality, this unique power, is
the power of spirit, given to us directly by G-d at
Mount Sinai. We have transmitted to the world the
principles of morality and ethics and law and order,
and we have taught the world the mean-ing and
sense and purpose of life on this planet.

Although our physical well-being and our
physical existence may from time to time be in
jeopardy or even momentarily destroyed, we have
never given up hope for the betterment of mankind.
This eternal hope of ours has given us strength and
immunity to suffer through enslavement and depriv-
ation, and no matter how long that suffering lasted
400 years or 2000 years our faith and hope have
never left us.

“I will restore the fortunes of my people Israel

And they shall rebuild the ruined cities and

inhabit them;

They shall plant vineyards and drink their wines,

And they shall make gardens and eat their fruit.

I will plant them upon their land;

And they shall never again be plucked up

Out of the Land which I have given them.”

Amos, IX 14-15

Those are the everlasting words of solace

® By Hirsh Altusky

spoken to us by the prophet Amos many centuries
ago.

Thus is our history forever the same. Sadness
and joy, Holocaust and Redemption, tragedy and
heroism, Yom Hashoah and Yom Hagvurah follow
each other intermittently.

And full of dramatic events and miracles are the
latest episodes in the life of the Jewish people.
Those events which took place in our own lifetime
are probably the most dramatic of them all.

In our lifetime, humanity descended into the
darkest abyss, killing off in two major and many
minor wars, almost fifty million humans and in the
same generation humanity reached out to the outer
limits of the sky planting men and equipment on the
moon, and sophisticated instruments on other
planets.

In our lifetime, evil men injected phenol and
other poisons into the veins of human guinea plgs in
Auschwitz and in the same generation other men
transplanted hearts and lungs and kidneys from one
human being into another in order to prolong life.

In our lifetime, Jewish books were burned at the
auto-de-fe’s and in the same generation a multi-
tude of Jewish writers and scientists received the
Nobel prize.

In our lifetime, we were witness to the greatest
calamity which befell our people, when Pharoah,
Haman, Titus, Torquemada, the Crusaders,
Chmielnicki, Petlura, bowed before the archtyrant of
humanity and bestowed upon him the title of archfoe
of the Jewish people and in the same generation we
welcome back into the family of nations our beloved
state of Israel, fulfilling a dream of 20 centuries of
Jewish longings.

Many both inside Israel and elsewhere have
voiced complaints against this young state of Israel.
The religious Jews would like to see Israel as
envisioned by the Messianic dreams, as the Nation
of Priests and holy people. The socialists had hoped
to achieve their idealistic world order there, and the
rest of us would also have liked to see Israel
develop into the model nation of the world. Many
American Jews think that Israelis have somehow
developed a negative attitude towards Jews in the
diaspora, and that despite the great support we
have given them we have recived too little in return.
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arms into Saudi Arabia make the region safe? Will
Syria be convinced to expel the terrorists whom it
has sheltered, protected, paid, trained and armed?
Will Kuwait be persuaded to lift the economic
boycott of Israel? Let us remember who America’s
real friends are, before another Middle East arms
race begins. Let us not forget that Israel is the
proven, trusted ally.

more we must do to document our own fate and the
story of how we rebuilt our lives.

As Jews, we have pledged “Never again.” But
we never meant ourselves only. For we have
learned that hatred is not confined to Jews alone,
that once let loose the poison spreads to others.
We who came back from the pit of hell have known
the cruelty of silence and indifference.

R. to L. Hirsh Altuski, Shereen Rutman (daughter of survivors), Benjamin Meed, Uri Savir (Israeli ambassador in
New York), Stephen J. Solarz (member of Congress in Brooklyn), David Dinkins (Mayor of City of New York),
Robert Abrams (Attorney General of New York State), Norman Salsitz

On this, the 48th anniversary of the Warsaw
Ghetto uprising, we have much to remember and
also much to look forward to. Within the next two
years great museums will open in Washington, in
Los Angeles, and here in New York, dedicated to
teaching the lessons of the Holocaust that hatred
must be confronted and not ignored; that the oldest
form of racism is anti-Semitism; that singling out
Jews as victims offers no safety for other religious,
racial or ethnic minorities, or for civilization itself.

We have grave responsibilities, but little time.
We have accomplished much, but there is much

On this Day of Remembrance, let us speak out
and let us act so that there will never again be
another Holocaust of any people of any faith or any
race. This is the lesson that is part of our yet
unfinished task to teach the world to be on guard so
that the unthinkable should not be possible again.

Remembrance, said the Baal Shem Tov, is the
secret of redemption. Let us work together, then, so
that the world will remember and understand what
happened to us, so that it will never happen again,
to anyone anywhere.

Let us remember!
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WARSAW GHETTO RESISTANCE ORGANIZATION—WAGRO
AMERICAN GATHERING OF JEWISH HOLOCAUST SURVIVORS

Remarks by Benjamin Meed, Chairman
at the Javits Convention Center
New York City, April 7, 1991

Distinguished Guests, Ladies and Gentlemen,
Fellow Survivors.

War are together again to say Kaddish B’tzibur
to remember our past and to reaffirm the Jewish
future, to assert our solidarity with the people of
Israel.

We are here to remember the victims husb-
ands separated from their wives, children torn from
their parents, joined again only in death. Lovingly
we recall their lives, their mentshlekhkeyt and their
courage in the face of the brutal conditions of the
ghettos, the forests and the Nazi death camps.

We meet again to tell the world that we have
not forgotten how we were betrayed and abandoned
by a world of indifference, that we shall never forget
Auschwitz, Treblinka, Majdanek, Buchenwald,
Sobibor. That we shall never forget The Warsaw
Ghetto and all the ghettoes and camps saturated
with Jewish blood.

Today, on the 48th anniversary of the Warsaw
Ghetto uprising, on this collective remembrance
day, we ask ourselves, Can it happen again?

Imagine that 50 years after the Holocaust, a
dictator threatens to turn Tel-Aviv into a crematori-
um. The gas is German gas; the missiles are made
in the Soviet Union. And were it not for The State of
Israel, the nuclear weapon would have been a
French nuclear weapon.

But hopefully, it will not happen again because
there is Israel, and because Israel’s great ally is
America.

All of us saw the TV pictures during the Gulf
War Jews huddling in sealed rooms, mothers
cuddling frightened children, families putting on their
gas masks. It was a riveting, a painful experience
as we saw the Scuds flashing in the evening sky
over Israel. Here was the enemy that had threat-
ened to destroy the Jews, many of them survivors of
the Holocaust with their sons and daughters and
their grandchildrn.

Israel was ready and eager to attack the

missile sites, held back only because President
Bush asked the Israeli leaders to exercise restraint.
At the same time, America took to battle. Instead of
indifference there was action Operation Desert
Storm. American Patriot batteries were rushed to
Israel. Israeli and American soldiers worked to-
gether to shoot the Scud missiles out of the sky.
The brutal dictator was defeated before he could
carry out his threat to scorch the soil of Israel.

Meanwhile, in Eastern Europe, anti-Semitism
is still alive. Communism has collapsed, but in its
stead rightwing nationalism has taken over. But
Jews are not abandoned today. Israel stands ready
to receive every Jew. And our people are coming
today even as they came during the Scud bombings,
when their first act upon landing in Israel was to put
on a gas mask.

Could there be a more dramatic demonstration
of Israel’s significance in the life of the Jewish
people that thousands of immigrants continued to
pour into a country under nightly missile attack, and
that the people of Israel opened their doors and
their hearts to welcome them in the face of terror
from the skies?

We have watched this modern Exodus with a
feeling of great pride but sadly remembered when
we were in need, there was no Israel and the free
world was closed to us. We lived in total isolation,
abandoned by all, forgotten by all. Today the
abandonment of the Jews is history, part of the past,
not the present.

One reason for this change is that we rememb-
ered. We refused to forget or let the world forget.
President Bush, his advisors and the American
people understood what was at stake in the Persian
Gulf, and acted to confront and to defeat the tyrant.
Miraculously, the victory was swift and the
casualties our forces suffered small. Today, as we
honor the heroism of the American troops, and as
we mourn the fallen U.S. soldiers, let us also re-
member who we can trust and with whom we can
share American weapons. Today we know that our
courageous soldiers won the war, but we have all
the reasons to be concerned what the peace will
bring.

Will pouring more billions of dollars woth of
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Our Accountant Philip and Tina Machnikoff
Meet with Congressional Leadership

Our CPA, Philip Machnikoff, of Loeb
& Troper, and his wife, Tina, recently
hosted a meeting with Congressman
James Schoyer (Democrat, NY) and
Senator Patrick Moyniham (Democrat,
NY).

Phil & Tina Machnikoff received an
update of the Gulf War crisis and the U.S.
Patiot Missile support for Israel. Phil
emphasized to the leaders the importance

Philip Machnikoff and Senator Patrick Moyniham

of maintaining the Medicare and
Medicaid budgets for nursing homes such
as Bialystoker Home, without cutting
back on essential services to the aged.

Congressman Schoyer and Senator
Moynihan assured our accountant that
they would be available to help in any
efforts to support Bialystoker Home
activities for the Aged.

Philip and Tina Machnikoff and Congressman James Schoyer
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stood that we were on our way to Treblinka, and it
would be our final road.In my car, dozens of young
girls committed suicide by severing their veins. I
was 16 years old at the time and too fright-ened to
take my own life. It was only due to chance that I
remained alive, and now I had returned to Ausch-
witz with children from Israel.

I told them everything as I pointed out where
they savagely destroyed a lart part of our People
without any rhyme or reason. While in Birkenau, in
the “Block” where Mengele had conducted his ex-
periments, I suddenly heard that I am being paged.

I left the “block” and found Sam Solasz and his
son standing there. Our surprise and joy were
indescribable. Here were two camp inmates, two
Bialystoker, who had been interred in almost all of
the camps, meeting again in 1990 in Birkenau
Camp, near the “Wall of the Dead.” We lit candles
and told Solasz’s son, the young lawyer, who was
travelling with his father, making a film about his
experiences in the various camps.

How small the world is, We arrived from two
worlds—Solasz from New York and I from Israel—
and we meet accidently in Auschwitz-Birkenau.
Later we met again on the air field in Warsaw,
while I was seeing off my group of young people and
waited for the second group to arrive from Israel.
. Sam Solasz and his son were travelling with the
group to Israel.

We spent a short time on a long road.

At the tablet in Memory of the large
Bialystoker Shul, standing from left to right: Meyer
Savudsky, I, Merke Shevakh, Dorke Zavudsky and
the Bialystoker Jew, Bartnovski.

®

Dear Friend Rybal,

The awarding of the scholarship was presented
in a festive manner and an uplifted mood, with
songs, humor and performances by the students,
themselves.

Among the invited guests were also several
who had established scholarships themselves and
they awarded them to the students personally.

A pity that you weren't present, because you
would have had great pleasure from it. Your stipend,
which is in your and your wife's names, I personally
awarded the student, Sarah Rubinstein. She is a
young woman (25 years). She lives in Ashkelon
and attends our course of education for Yiddish
teachers. She is a bright student, with a fine
personality and interested in her studies, and we
expect to have even more joy from her.

With best wishes for you and your wife.

Professor Gershon Winer

Izaak Rybal
New York, N.Y. 10002
Bialystoker Center 228 East Broadway

Dear Mr. Rybal:

I would like the following request for infor-
mation concerning my family, be published in the
“Stimme”.

I am seeking any information regarding the
family of Nissan Spector. Nissan Spector was my
grandfather. He was born in Bialystok circa 1840.
He was married twice. His first wife is unknown to
us. They had (?) five children. I have heard that the
first family of Nissan Spector came to America (?).

His second wife was my grandmother Elka
Devorah (surname unknown). She had four children:
Shlomo (b. 1877); Yacov (b. 1880); Joseph (b.
1878) and my father Eliazer Yitzhak, (b. 1886).

My grandfather (Nissan Spector) owned a
large bakery in Bialystok. From what I was told, my
grandfather died in a fire. It was then that my
grandmother decided to make aliyah to Eretz
Yisroel. She came with her four small sons about
1887. They lived in Jerusalem in an area known as
Machena Yehuda. They later lived in the old Yishiv
Court of the Jewish Quarter. My grandmother was
known as the “Rebbetzin” as she was a teacher to
young Jewish girls. She was also known as a
Bialystoker. She died in 1916 and is buried on the
Mount of Olives. I am hoping that someone might
have knowledge of this family as well as any
information concerning the bakery. Mr. Rybal
mentioned to me that his family bought their
shabbos challe at the “The Spector Bakery.”
Although my grandfather died circa 1886, it is
heartening to hear that there was still a bakery in
1939.

It was also mentioned, that the Spector family
was related to a famous rabbi from the Bialystok
area. | am presently researching this.

At the present time, we have a large family in
Israel and America. However, no one can add any
more information than I have offered. If anyone has
any information about the family or photographs
showing the bakery, please contact me.

Morris Spector

19 Wood Street
Hamden, CT 06517
(203) 288-2816 (res.)
(203) 281-6499 (bus.)
(203) 281-0316 (fax)
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A SHORT TIME ON A LONG ROAD

he Youth Department of the Ministry of
Education in Israel sends groups of students
to Poland, to learn about and see the horror of
the Holocaust. These students are in the graduating
classes of High School and are prepared in advance
for this unusual and vital mission before they leave.

I was chosen to accompany the last two dele-
gations last year because—I was a witness, who
spent two years in the Bialystoker Ghetto and two
years in the terrible labor— and death-camps. (Our
transport was headed for Treblinka, but our cars
were not accepted there and we were sent, together
with the dead, to Lublin, to Majdanek; from there, in
the frightful camp Blizhin, and later to Auschwitz.

(From Auschwitz, the murderers transferred a
group of girls to the Sudetn, before the Russians
had occupied the camp. I was part of this group. On
May 3, 1945, when the war ended, the Russians
liberated me from there.)

My mission with the students had a double
purpose for me. On the one hand, I was returning to
the “Hell.” On the other hand, I, the miraculous
survivor, was bringing Jewish children from Israel
there. A miracle!

Despite the fact that, during the last few years,
I have been concerning myself mostly with writing
and telling of my memories of that time, it is,
however, impossible to tell everything. But, every
survivor must relate and thereby perpetuate all that
we can remember of those terror-ridden years; not
to take those memories with us to the grave. The
murderers would like that. They would like to purify
themselves. We, the survivors, must not help them.
No. As long as we live, our holiest responsibility
must be to relate to future generations all that we
remember, in order that they may tell their children
and children’s children about it. Only in this way
can the memory of the Holocaust be perpetuated.

On October 16, 1990, we left via El-Al Airlines
to Poland. There we were met by buses that took
us immediately to that area where once the
Warsaw Ghetto was located. On the way, I told the
students about Warsaw as it had once been, the
grand, beautiful capitol city of Poland. It was a
happy, bustling place containing tens of thousands
of Jews, full of businesses, workshops, wheeling-
dealing. Things cooked as in an urn. Jewish
Warsaw was known throughout the world for its
scholars, artists, businessmen. There was also no
lack of poor people or the famous Warsaw “ganov-
im” (thieves).

This large, lively Jewish city today is dead and

® By Merke Shevach (Miriam Yahav)
Be’er Sheva

lonely, almost devoid of Jews. It would seem that
the Jews, when they left, took along the happiness,
the joy. Other cities, which we visited, also gave us
the same impression.

The following morning we travelled to
Treblinka. The road is familiar because it also leads
to Bialystok. We travelled through cities and towns
with familiar names, where many Jews had lived,
but all that remained were memories.

In Treblinka, we searched among 17,000 stones
and found mine, which was engraved: Bialystok.
The color had already faded and it was difficult to
read. I darkened the lettering with India Ink, lit a
“yortsayt” candle and cried myself out. I felt that
this stone is part of me, part of my family, my
friends and my Bialystok. When I left, I hugged and
kissed it, as you do when you bid loved ones
farewell.

The students recited Kaddish, and when one of
them sang the “El Moley Rakhmim,” he and all the
other students broke down. While this was happen-
ing, blue and white flags (of Israel) were flying in
Treblinka. For me, this' was the greatest miracle.
Here we stood, three generations of Jews, in the
most terrifying of death camps, paying our respects
to the victims of the heinous murderers.

At the exit from Treblinka, one sees inscrip-
tions in many languages, stating that in this place
the murderers killed thousands of Jews between
1942 and August of 1943, only because they were
Jews. The Jews of Bialystok were among the last to
be murdered here.

From Treblinka we travelled to Tekutshin, to
show the students the beautiful school which
remained intact only because the Germans stabled
their horses there. There I met Bartnovski, from
Bialystok. He came especially to Tiktin to see me
and our meeting was very moving. I wrote in the
guest-book: “Jews, note the splendor of the school
and you will understand then, what we have lost.”

Not far from there are the three brother-graves
in the forest. Here a thousand Jews from Tiktin and
the surrounding area, who were shot to death by
the murderers, are buried in each of the graves.
There is also a monument to their memories, erect-
ed by an American couple, to mark the place.

From there we travelled to Auschwitz. In my
memory I experienced my last trip from Bialystok,
when the murderers led us out of the Ghetto. When
our transport passed through Malkin, we under-
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Overwhelmed by national pride, she emphasized
Jewish spiritual fortitude in examples of resistance
against Nazi oppressors in a series, culminating in
her Anthology, “Sobibor: Martyrdom and Revolt,”
1978. It was compiled from testimonies of
participants of the uprising and supplemented by
documents from the 34 trials against Nazis in which
she served as resource person and witness for the
prosecution.

Miriam’s writings hardly suggest the range of
her interests or scope of her involvement. Some
imply, however, the depth of her humanity and ethic,
like “Le Passage des Barbares,” dedicated to the
deportation and resistence of Jews (1972) or
“L’Extermination des Tziganes” (1969), relating
the tragedy of the Gypsies.

Miriam valued her mission more than life,
overestimating her physical endurance. To the
detriment of her slowly ebbing strength, she never
mastered the art of unwinding. Even during her
stays in Israel, she lectured on the Holocaust to
groups of Israeli soldiers, students and classes of
children from neighboring kibbutzim and villages.

Miriam, with her legendary commitment to
Holocaust commemoration, is no more. But her
selfless labor and sacrifice will be eternally
remembered. Her memory is assured through the
art works, documents and other memorabilia
secured for Israel and now enriching the collection
and archives of The Ghetto Fighters’ House of
Lohamei Haghetaot.

LUBA KRUGMAN GURDUS
HOLOCAUST ART EXHIBIT

OPENS JANUARY 6TH

An Exhibition of Holocaust Art, entitled “They
Didn’t Live to See...”, by Luba Krugman Gurdus
will be on view at the Rockland Center for
Holocaust Studies from January 6th to July 31, 1991.

Dr. Gurdus, a surviving artist-witness of the
Holocaust whose art works are part of the perman-
ent collection of Yad Vashem Memorial Museum in
Jerusalem, is the author of two illustrated personal
accounts, “The Death Train” (Holocaust Library,
1978) and “Painful Echoes” (1986). Her art also
illuminates such classics like Philip Friedman’s
“Martyrs and Fighters” (Praeger, 1954), John
Hersey’s “The Wall” (Franklin Library, 1982) and
“Images of War” (Crown-Orion, 1990).

The Exhibition will be on view Sunday through
Thursday 12:00 Noon — 4:00 P.M.

at the Rockland Center for Holocaust Studies

17 South Madison Ave., Spring Valley, NY
10977
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MOYES CHITIM

The age old tradition of “Moyes Chitim” is
observed at the Bialystoker Center and Home for
the Aged with as much care as our other traditions.
The contributions that we receive from our generous
members and friends help us to provide all the
necessities for our elderly residents to joyfully
celebrate the Pesach Festival.

Simultaneously, we do not overlook the needy
in our community. Ready assistance is provided to
all those who are in need. Importantly, we send
money to our landsleit who still live in Bialystok
and to Israel.

PASSOVER

Our Home for the Aged great pride in the
traditional sedorim which are conducted each year
by a well known cantor. This year the sedorim will
be conducted on the nights of Friday, March 29, and
Saturday, March 30. In our elegantly decorated
dining room, the residents will gather around the
festive tables, laden with wine, matzos and the
traditional Pesach foods. Everyone will be given a
Haggadah to participate in the time-honored ritual,
reminiscent of the wonderful Sedorim they enjoyed
in their own homes, not so long ago.

For all this, we express our gratitude to our
many generous friends and supporters whose open-
hearted contributions to our Passover campaign
help to make it all possible.

k k3

MEMBERSHIP DUES

Our worthy world-famous institution is most
fortunate, having so many devoted and loyal
supporters who are always mindful of their annual
obligation to remit their membership dues on time.
To them we express our sincerest thanks and
appreciation. Without this help, we would be unable
to continue in our sacred work in full strength.

We respectfully ask all those who have not yet
paid their membership dues to please do so at their
earliest convenience. At the same time, we ask our
members to help enroll new members. We are
constantly in need of new recruits to keep our
organization vital and ever active, to always
perform greater service for our residents.
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With us the Jewish situation is very
complicated. A wave of anti-Semitism, which was
recently sparked by the new ruler, is rampant
throughout the land. It is anti-Semitism without
Jews. On January 25, 1991 a letter was read in all
the churches from the “Episcopat,” who calls for
“quiet and dialogue.” With whom do they plan to
conduct a dialogue in Poland? With the shadows of
our martyrs? Jews outside of Poland cannot
understand exactly what kind of circus is in
command here. Jews remained here for several
reasons, but their blood is boiling because of anti-
Semitism.

I would like to do something about erecting a
monument here for our sisters and brothers.
February 27 marks the 50th “Yortsayt” of the
Bialystoker conflagration, when more than 2,000
Jews went into eternity in the fire and smoke of the
great shul. I remember that the only monument for
the Bialystoker and the province was a large plaque
in the Plaskover Bet-Medrash on Fienkne Street.

A fire broke out in the building of the “Bet-
Hamderash” in 1987 and the plaque disappeared. I
was present when it was unveiled in 1948, I
believe. Perhaps in an old issue of the “Bialystoker
Stimme” there might be a photograph of it? Perhaps
as a result we would be successful in building the
“Bet-Medrash.” There is a Bialystoker Pole here,
who came from England, and he would like to
construct a Jewish Center-Museum in Bialystok. I
would be grateful if I could receive the materials.

Another thing: In the Yageloner University in
Krakow a foundation was established which is
dedicated to Polish Jewry (by American Jews, of
course). Perhaps the Bialystoker Center in New
York would be interested in donating the “Yizkor”
Book to them, or perhaps the “Album,” and to send
the “Bialystoker Stimme” on a regular basis? I can
send you letters from the Rector of the largest
University in Poland. You may also send it to my
address and I shall deliver it to the University
myself.

It would also be good, if someone were to come
to Poland from New York, for the 50th “Yortsayt,”
to conduct a ceremony in conjunction with donating
the materials about Bialystok to the Jewish
Institute of the Yageloner University. I hope that
after renewing our contacts, we will be able to do
something jointly to perpetuate the memory of the
Jews of Bialystok.

Become Members of the Bialystoker Center
and Home for the Aged

MIRIAM NOVITCH: A LIFE
DEVOTED TO REMEMBRANCE

® By Dr. Luba K. Gurdus

he recent passing of Miriam Novitch, founding
T curator of art and director of archives at The

Ghetto Fighters’ House of Kibbutz Lohamei
Haghetatot, closed an outstanding chapter of
Holocaust commemoration. Miriam devoted her
entire life to the sacred mission of commemorating
the victims of the Holocaust and hoped to secure for
Israel an important part of their precious legacy.
Her uncommon commitment and physical endurance
made her canvas the European wasteland in a
relentless search of Holocaust memorabilia which
she brought to her homeland.

Born in 1908 in Yurtishki, Russia, she grew up
in an atmosphere of revolutionary ideals and social
changes. In her youth she became an avid supporter
of human rights.

During her Holocaust experience, Miriam’s
universal ideals gave way to a passionate attach-
ment to Judaism, inspired by Yitzhak Katzenelson.
It was Yitzhak’s poetic chronicle, “The Song of The
Murdered Jewish People,” written in the camp and
buried in her presence that imbued her survival with
motivation and purpose. After liberation, Miriam,
impelled by an all consuming sense of mission,
returned to Vittel and dug up Yitzhak’s famous
threnody, permeated with love for the Jewish
martyrs of the Holocaust. She vowed to devote and
dedicate the rest of her life to unearthing every
remnant of the Jewish tragedy and became intoxi-
cated with the prospect of a sacred mission which
she never abandoned.

With passionate enthusiasm and physical
stamina, Miriam traversed Europe in a relentless
search for Holocaust art, hidden by murdered artists
or retrieved by their kin. Her persistence and persu-
asion performed miracles and in 1978 she stunned
the world with a collection of Holocaust art selected
from The Ghetto Fighters’ Museum holdings.

The Jewish Museum in New York mounted the
superb show, coined by Miriam “Spiritual
Resistance” and accompanied by a comprehensive
Catalogue under the same title. During this period, I
met Miriam and fell under the spell of her magnetic
personality. While in town, she often stayed with
us, delighting my husband, Jack, with her uncommon
exploits and ideas.

Shortly after liberation, Miriam wrote “The
Right to a Homeland,” 1946, under her assumed
name “Bat Ami.” She expanded the subject in
“The Jewish Resistance and the Allies,” 1961.
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should be proud of our rich “Mame Loshn” and try
to maintain it as long as we live!

My Friends: Please don’t misunderstand me. I
am for Yiddish, but in no way am I against Ivrit.
Ivrit is our language, the language of our country,
our past and our future. Our one-time “language
war” has, thank G-d, long since ended. We can live
in peace with both languages, without competition,
as we choose.

The Yiddish poet Yosef Papiernikoff, in para-
phrasing Bialik’s famous poem, wrote: “Unter di
Poylishe grininke beymelekh, shpiln zikh mer nisht
keyn Moyshelekh, Shloymelekh” (Under the Polish
green trees, play no more little Moyshelekh, Shloy-
melekh...) The streets of Bialystok, which once
were full of these charming Jewish children and their
hearty sounds, are now devoid of them as of the
entire Jewish life that once existed there. Doesn’t
anyone ever think of this hypothetical question:
“How would it have been had those children lived
and matured?”

I think of this often when writing for the
“Bialystoker Stimme.” This is the place to mention
the importance of this journal, which is circulated
throughout the four corners of the world and is as a
bridge between our city’s sons everywhere in the
world.

My primary topic here, regretfully, is to
eulogize our “Bney-Ir” who pass on; many of them,
before their time. In gathering and considering the
material about them, my sorrow is blended with
pride. What beautiful people our city produced. They
are also the lucky minority to which we, too, belong.
Those who left before the war, or those who
miraculously survived the Nazi Hell, arrived in our
country here, established homes and became useful
to our people and our land.

Permit me to read a short list of those whom I
recently eulogized. They are people of various
spheres, whose childhood and youth were spent in
Bialystok. I mention their names in their honor and
ours:

Prof. Menachem Shtern, prominent historian;
Prof. Sadiye Amiel, brilliant scientist; Dr. Yakov
Amiel, chemist; Hillel Oldak, Commander of the
Corps of Engineers in the Israeli Army; Syoma
Z’kharya Shari, businessman and fine human being;
and Chaim Chielnik, engineer and ‘“kartograf.”

Space does not allow me to detail their fine
traits and deeds, and I hope that the families of
those, whom I did not mention, will also pardon me.

In considering the sum of our losses there with
sorrow and pride, as I previously mentioned, I think
of the masses of Jewish children who remained
there and perished in Bialystok as well as in

A SAD LETTER FROM POLAND

® By EFRAIM KISSLER
Gdansk

n January 11, 1991, Rivka Voyskovska

(whose pseudonym was “Helena”) was laid

to her eternal rest. She was the represent-
ative of the commander of the Jewish partisan group
“Foroys.” In Poland, I am now the only one, the
“Last Mohican,” the last of the Bialystoker
Underground Movement, the last participant in the
Bialystoker Ghetto Uprising. This is a horrible
feeling — “The last one” — What will happen after
me?

But this is the way it is. My daughter, with
Max Ratner’s help, and may God bless him for it,
was able to leave Poland and now resides in
Jerusalem. She graduated from Gdansk University
on September 25, 1990. Her dissertation for her
Mast-er’s Degree was “The Jewish World in the
Galician Novels of Julian Streikovsky.”

In the presence of Polish professors, doctors
and masters, my daughter began her paper with the
words of Julian Tuvim: “We, Polish Jews... We are
a legend soaked with blood and with tears. Who
knows whether it will yet not have to be written in
the words of the Bible: With an iron pen and lead
forever carved into the rock.” (Job.)

On October 25, 1990, she left for Jerusalem to
continue her studies at the Hebrew University. I
have already received two letters from her, written
in the “Sacred Language” (Hebrew). She is also
capable of writing in beautiful Bialystoker Yiddish.

We, here, are affected by everything that occurs
in Israel. My daughter tells me, however, that she
is comfortable with the gas mask, and when danger
threatens, everyone remains at home. Here, it is as
Yom Kippur for us. But what can my wife and I do?
My daughter will probably remain there and we
shall finish our years here. Such is the Jewish
destiny.

hundreds of other cities and towns. They were a
million and a half of our dear Jewish children, who
were murdered so brutally by the savage beasts.
How many talented, capable, educated or simply
useful people they might have grown to be? How
many fine Jewish homes would they have
established? There is no way we can measure the
extent of our loss. The tragedy is already 46 years
old, but it is vital for us to remember, recount it and
pass it down to future generations!
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all over the world, we ask you kindly to supply us
with all available lists of names and addresses
known to you of Bialystoker living in the USA as
other countries, so we can appear and contact them
personal and directly.

As time is pressing on, and for the next year
1991 beginning in few days, are expected 400,000
New Olim arriving to Israel, and probably between
them also tens of Families of Bialystoker, we are
asking you kindly to answer us to this letter in
return, and mail the requested lists of your Bialys-
toker, as mentioned above!

In any case, we are continuing our activity and
efforts, at full speed.

On this occasion we would like to present the
members of our Committee.

The Committee:

Jerushalmi, Zalman—~Honor. President
Adler, Pinhas—Chairman

Etrath (Drziwak) Dow.

Flieker Michael

Dr. Yudkowski , Aaron

Kagan, Eliezer—Australia

Mow (Mowszowski), Leo—Australia
Rybal,Izaak—USA

Solasz, Sam—USA

Solel (Suchovolski), Arie

Schwarts, Leo—Canada

The Revis. Comm:
Dr. Citron, Tuvia
Gorfain, Asher
Lachover, Arie

Wishing you a happy and successful New Year
1991.
Sincerely Yours,
Pinhas Adler
Chairman

THE BIALYSTOKER

MEMORIAL BOOK

published by our Bialystoker Center in New York
we decided to sell the remaining small quantity of
copies at a reduced price. You may now obtain
this great work containing more than 700 pages
in Yiddish and English $25.00, and we will
forward it to you.

Please, mail check and full address to:
BIALYSTOKER CENTER
228 East Broadway, N.Y.C. 10002
Tel. (212) 475-7755

ON YIDDISH AND JEWISH
CHILDREN FROM BIALYSTOK

® By ARYE SHAMIR,
Jerusalem

(Speech given in Kiriat-Bialystok, August 28,
1990, at the Memorial marking the 46th
Anniversary of the Uprising and destruction of
the Bialystoker Ghetto.)

Dear Friends of Bialystok:

sad date to remember the horrible destruction

of our Yiddish Bialystok. I never found it
necessary to go up on the stage to address you.
Today, however, I have a reason for doing it. I want
to speak to you in Yiddish. Neither you nor I have
any problems with Hebrew. Then, why, Yiddish you
may ask?

Firstly, I believe that if among the audience
here there is even one tourist or new immigrant
who does not understand Hebrew, it would be a
great sin if during the evening he would not under-
stand what we are saying. Secondly, don’t we owe
the Yiddish language anything? We were all born
and raised in a city where the streets, alleys and
court yards spoke and breathed in Yiddish. In this
language children were lulled to sleep, we worked,
we conducted business, we argued, we loved, sang,
joked, celebrated happy occasions and mourned our
dead. We did all this in our juicy Bialystoker Yid-
dish. There were even certain expressions and
language nuances, which were invented there,
which only Bialystoker can understand. Unfortunat-
ely, they will be forgotten with the passing of our
generation.

Our city was rich in Yiddish cultural insti-
tutions, a fine press, schools, libraries, theaters,
and what not? Even those children, who did not
receive their education in the Yiddish language,
absorbed the Yiddish atmosphere from their
environment. Whether willingly or not, every one of
them retained some of our “Mame Loshn” (Yid-
dish). No wonder that our city was as a fortress
against assimilation and Polish snobism.

Our dear, beloved martyrs, who, before perish-
ing in the gas ovens or by other invented destruct-
ive measures, gave out with their last human cry—
in Yiddish. This in itself sanctified the language.
Will it remain a holy language? Will it disappear, as
the pessimists prophesy? Will it continue to live?
(By the way, we are witnessing, these years, a
renaissance of Yiddish in our country.) One thing is
clear. We, the remaining generation of Bialystoker,

F or many years we have been gathering on this
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updating the “Abagnovke” Cemetery, the only
remaining one of three that once were there. We
have an understanding with the city board that they
will replace the two doors that had been demolished
and also hang up signs indicating that entry is
prohibited and that vandals will be severely
punished. This has already been done. Simultan-
eously we came to an agreement with an official
company regarding work on the cemetery — to trim
and destroy weeds and right monuments which
have fallen over. This work was started while we
were there and continues for three months under
the supervision of the before-mentioned Nachimo-
witch, who also appointed a watchman who lives in
the neighborhood and holds the keys to the doors.

There have remained a few public buildings
which should be mentioned. The site of the large
shul which the Nazis burned down together with
2000 Jewis martyrs is not properly marked; a
suitable model-monument should be erected there.

In the basement of the Jewish hospital on
Warshawska Street there is a marble plaque with
the names of the officers, made at the time the
hospital was renovated in 1937.

Poland of 1990 is not like the Poland of 1977.
The city presidium treated us well and expressed
its agreement to continue to work jointly with us.
The press, too, granted a great deal of attentive-
ness to our activity and published stories and inter-
views of our visit.

The financial possibility for these efforts came
from our “Landsman” Max Ratner of Cleveland, as
a result of the intervention of Mr. Rybal, Director of
the Bialystoker Center in New York. This Spring
we hope to renew the work as far as our finances
will permit.

I am looking for relatives who have descended
from Bialystok with any of the following names (all
may have various spellings):

Sukenick—Palter—Cohen

I will be happy to send you any information
concerning these family trees if you will send me
information about yours. Thank you.

Andrew S. Farber
1000 North Allen Street
Robinson, Illinois
(618) 546-5466

Become Members of the Bialystoker Center
and Home for the Aged

The Volunteer Committee for absorption
assistance to New Olim and their Families
— ex Bialystoker and Vicinity, in Israel
(Assoc. with Irgun Bialystoker and Center)

Address all mail to:
ADLER, PINHAS
26 Hashoftim Street
Tel Aviv 64365
Israel

Tel. 03-264405

Tel Aviv 25th Dec. 1990

To the Executive of Bialystoker Center
228-230 East Broadway

New York, N.Y. 10002

Mr. Sam Solasz—President
Mr. Izaak Rybal—Exec. Director

Dear Sirs,

On behalf of our Committee, I would like to
thank you for your acceptance to withdraw the
amount of 5,000 USD from the Bialystoker Irgun in
Israel account, remiting them to the special account
of our committee no. 330/577097/90 in Bank Leumi,
Branch 816 in Tel-Aviv. We are sure sincerely, that
this is a step in the right direction, hoping that you
will accept additional amounts in the near future—
taking into consideration the growing needs to
secure basic social necessities, for the absorption of
our ex Bialystoker and Vicinity townsmen, arriving
now to Israel with the waves of the New Olim from
USSR: streaming in the thousands every week.

Dear friends, we would like to bring your
attention, that apart of your donation, we have
collected till to day the amounts of over 42.000
USD. Our intention now, is to increase our future
activity, including the care for all New Olim ex
Bialystoker and Vicinity arriving to Israel. In this
capacity we are forming a Worldwide Center.
Therefore we are inviting you Mr. Solasz and Mr.
Rybal, valuing the importance of your cooperation—
to join us as honorable members of our Committee,
which is acting on a voluntary basis, being absolut-
ely separate and independent in all activities and
responsibilities from the Irgun of Bialystoker and
Vicinity in Israel, and this despite the fact that as
Bialystoker caring for Bialystoker, we shall remain
mutually and spiritually connected to this Irgun and
Your Center.

And as our activity is based on donations from
our ex Bialystoker and Vicinity townsmen spread
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THE ACCOMPLISHMENTS OF THE MANAGEMENT OF THE
BIALYSTOKER HOME AND CENTER

uring the last six months we made certain
changes in our Board of Directors which I
believe is important to report.

Due to the fact that during the past years the
government agencies, which control the institutions,
have passed stringent laws and also made the
Board of Directors responsible for the running of
their institutions, several members of our Board
withdrew, such as: I. Beren, B. Shuback, D.
Russek. D. Mintz and S. Rogove.

Because of this, a new board was elected,
which consists of the following members: Solasz,
Schwecher, Dines, Krim, Kremer and Trachtenberg.
It was also decided to include the younger
generation and, we have received promises by
persons who are interested in helping us.

Recently, a new Administrator and Medical
Director joined the staff. During the past years,
there has always been a problem concerning how
the Home should be conducted and for that reason
the Board created several new points in the By-
laws, which explain the responsibility of every
member with relation to the various departments of
the Home, as, for example, administration: book-
keeping, finances, technical problems and the rela-
tionship with the employed directors of the various
departments. It was decided, that no important
decisions, dealing with the management of the
Home, can be made without a majority of the Board
of Directors.

Now, about finances: because of the general
economic situation in the country, and especially in
New York, there is not enough income for the
Home, and because the Home is run on a very high
standard, the monies which are paid by the social
security administration for patients, are insufficient,
especially when the basis for the price they pay us
dates back to 1983-1984, not even taking into
consideration the rate of inflation.

Because of this it was decided to take every
step possible to save some money by appealing to
Social Security, to consider larger payments for
every patient, and last month we met with the
leading bookkeepers and lawyers of the organiza-
tion, to determine how to implement these deci-
sions. It was also decided to engage a new lawyer,
who is better acquainted with the laws of Social
Security as well as contracts with employees and
their professional unions.

® By Mike Kremer

The fact remains, that it will be necessary to
receive more financial aid from our friends here and,
it possible, from our “landsleit” abroad. It must
become the responsibility of every “landsman” as
well as those who have relatives in the Home, to
help. Our Executive Director, Izaak Rybal, will
concern himself with this work.

In closing, I want to wish all our “landsleit,”
friends and acquaintances, a good, healthy year,
from my wife Hana, our family and myself, and let’t
hope that the Home will continue to exist for a long
time and pridefully carry the name “Bialystok.”

BIALYSTOK, 1990

® By David Bagon

time since the Holocaust. We came to

expedite a project of creating recognition
for our great Jewish “Kehila”. The Nazi murderers
killed our dear sisters and brothers and destroyed
dozens of Jewish institutions and public places:
cemeteries, synagogues and schools, libraries etc.
What they hadn’t accomplished and what the
survivors constructed after the war, the Poles
destroyed during the years 1967-1977. Their act of
vandalism suits the slogan: “Let’s kill them and
erase their memory.” (Quotation from “Slichot for
Asarah beTevet.”) Our goal, as far as possible,
was to perpetuate the memory of our Jewish life in
our old home.

Our first step was to hang a memorial plaque
on the building of the Hebrew “Gimnazie” on
Senkevitch Street and celebrate its unveiling. The
mayor and his assistants as well as many other
officials witnessed the ceremony and gave suitable
addresses. Among others, we were handed a writ,
according to which the building (now a hospital) is
to remain under the auspices of the one time
students of the “Gimnazie.”

Among those present was a Bialystoker Jew,
Efraim Nachimowitch. He has now become a
voluntary worker in our action to preserve what has
still remained of Jewish Bialystok.

The primary concern is now to concentrate on

W e are again visiting Bialystok for the fourth
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Molly Rybal, Izaak Rybal
Rose Solasz, Sam Solasz

of lighting seven candles: six in memory of the six
million of our beloved fathers and mothers, brothers
and sisters, children and friends. The seventh
candle was lit in memory of the fallen Israelis, who
gave their lives for our land.

The candle lighters were: Mr. and Mrs. Ben
Krieger; Mr. and Mrs. Harry Feinberg; Mr. and
Mrs. Eugene Hendin; Mr. and Mrs. Jack Walikoff;
Mr. and Mrs. Max Golub; and Mrs. Mira Sauer’s
two sons, Bruce and Sid. The seventh candle was
lit by Izaak and Molly Rybal and Sam and Rose
Solasz.

Following the ceremony, Izaak and Molly Rybal
took over the important part of the meeting — the
appeal for funds. Mr. Rybal informed the audience
right at the outset that every dollar is earmarked for
Israel.

Dr. Barry Alter, General Secretary of the
Southern Broward County Jewish Federation,
explained how important it is today to have
everyone contribute, whether it goes for gas masks
or to rebuild what Saddam Hussein’s missiles had
destroyed, or to help settle in Russian Jews arriving
in massive numbers, like fresh water in an arid land.

The recent commemoration proved that the
Bialystoker-Grodner group in Florida grows larger
with every passing year. It does not detract from
the glory and importance of the Bialystoker Center
in New York. It only shows, that the people are
getting older and everyone reaching the point of
retirement, settles in Florida because he wants to
extend his life as far as possible.

Mr. and Mrs. Jack Walikoff

Perhaps it would be an idea to relocate the
Bialystoker Center and Home to Florida, among the
Bialystoker and Grodner and those of several other
adjacent cities? Perhaps the directors and leaders
would like to consider this thought.

The evening ended successfully. Twice as much
as last year was raised. Let’s hope for a year of
good health and peace.
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E BIALYSTOKER MEMORIAL BOOK
at a Reduced Price!
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published by our Bialystoker Center in New
York we decided to sell the remaining small
quantity of copies at a reduced price. You may
now obtain this great work containing more
than 700 pages in Yiddish and English $25.00,
and we will for-ward it to you.

Procure this great Bialystoker Yizkor—Book,
for yourself, your children and friends while
some copies are still available.

Please, mail your request for the book, and
mail it to the Bialystoker Center with enclosed
check or money order for $25.00 at the address
below:
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Please, mail check and full address to:

BIALYSTOKER CENTER
228 East Broadway, N.Y.C. 10002
Tel. (212) 475-7755
Att: Mr. Izaak Rybal
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THE IMPRESSIVE MEMORIAL IN MIAMI

he annual commemoration of the Bialystoker

and Grodner in Florida this year took place on

February 10, 1991. As in the past, so, too, this

year the “Yizkor” attracted a large audience of

friends who hadn’t seen each other for a long time.

Nevertheless, this year’s Memorial was quite
different.

The first speaker was Sam Solasz, President of

the Bialystoker Center in New York. He told of his

Sam Solasz

recent visit to Bialystok in 1990, with his younger
son, Mark. He brought back with him a “Megila,”
which the Bialystoker Jews used in the Ghetto and
which was written 100 years ago, in 1890. Its
authenticity was certified in Israel, which was
Solasz’s next destination after visiting Poland. The
case which holds the “Megila” is made of steel and
was designed by a German “Snarad.”

The Second speaker was Mike Kremer from
Grodno, the Vice President of the Center, He gave
an impressive and very moving address, which
touched everyone assembled.

The next speaker was Sam Chuden, President
of the Florida division. His was no ordinary speech,

® By Sol Krim

but a recounting of his experiences. His talk was
full of fire and energy.

The entire program was well coordinated thank
to Joseph Dobryman, who chaired the event. In a
most professional manner he arranged the sequence
of speakers, between which Cantor Burin sang
suitable songs. His renditions were full of heart and
“neshome.”

As part of the program, three women read
appropriate poetry. They were Mira Sauer from
Canada, who wrote of a wonderful experience;
Sarah Lew, who recited from memory; Dora

Mike Kremer, Izaak Rybal
Joe Dobryman, Sam Chuden

Russek, who represented the Grodner Womens
Division.

Joseph Dobryman, in his introduction, remarked
that the “earth from Auschwitz to Israel is still
saturated with Jewish blood.” He also compared
Hitler with Saddam Hussein and said that, “Today,
however, we have a country and an army that is
well trained and world-famous. They know what
they must do and no one knows this better than
Saddam Hussein.” The chairman also spoke about
the miracle in our times, the Russian Exodus, the
thousands of Soviet Jews who emigrate to their
homeland Israel every week.

Mr. Sam Chuden then conducted the ceremony
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IMPRESSIVE EVENING FOR “OPERATION EXODUS” IN MIAMI

took place at the Diplomat Hotel, organized
by the United Jewish Appeal-Federation in
behalf of aid for the thousands of Jewish emigrants
from the Soviet Union who are now streaming to the
State of Israel.
The Guest Speaker was the former Mayor of
the City of New York, Edward Koch, a good Jew
and great friend to Israel. He reported on his trip to

O n February 2nd, 1991, an impressive evening

made an emotional appeal for greater funds on
behalf of the Soviet immigrants in Israel.

Following him, a number of Jews of the area
gave short addresses and pledged their generous
contributions of from $1000 to $150,000 and the
result was that more than a million dollars were
raised for the project “Exodus” that evening.

Among the participants was a group of Grodner
and Bialystoker friends including: Mr. and Mrs.

L. to R. Mike Kremer, Honorary Ed Koch, Joseph Dobryman

Israel, where he was himself a recipient of a rock to
the head hurled at him by Arabs in Jerusalem. Ex-
Mayor Koch appealed to the 600 person audience,
activists of South Broward County in Florida, who
were present, to make even larger contributions
than ever towards this purpose because the need is
not greater due to the Iraqui’s “Skud” missile
attacks on Israel.

Dr. Alter, President of the Broward Federation,

Joseph Dobryman, Mr. and Mrs. Charles
Schwecher, Mr. and Mrs. Mike Kremer, Mr. and
Mrs. Max Taub, and Mr. and Mrs. Henry
Hershkowitz. (Mr. Hershkowitz is the President of
the Lodzer in New York).

After enjoying a light repast and refreshments,
and with the strains of dance music in the air, and
audience left pledging their continued support for the
State of Israel and the Soviet immigrants.
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SAMUEL PISAR — KNIGHT
OF THE LEGION OF HONOR

resident Francois Mitterrand presented

Samuel Pisar with France’s most prestigious

peace-time decoration, the Cross of Knight of
the Legion of Honor, awarded him by Decree of the
French Government.

In a special ceremony held at the Elysées
Palace, the French White House, on July 6, 1990 in

President Francois Mitterrand and Samuel Pisar

the presence of his family, friends and various
dignitaries from the world of politics, culture and
business, the world renowned lawyer and author
was honored for his contributions to international
relations, peace and literature.

In his address, President Mitterrand commend-
ed Dr. Pisar’s exemplary life from the depths of
degradation in the death camps to the heights of
human endeavor. He singled out Dr. Pisar’s best-
selling books “Of Blood and Hope,” and “Human
Resource” and, in particular, “Weapons of Peace,”
written twenty years ago and whose prophetic
insights have been borne out by recent events in
the Soviet Union and Eastern Europe.

February 8, 1991

Dear Mr. Rybal:

As part of my Bat Mitzvah program at Temple
Beth Chai of Hauppauge, I participated in “Project
Mensch.” This is my Temple’s voluntary Tzedakah
program teaching us the importance of sharing with
others by giving some of what we receive for our
Bat Mitzvah to charity. One of the organizations I
chose to donate to is the Bialystoker Home, in
honor of my grandparents,

Hannah and Mike Kremer.

Enclosed is my check for $180.00.

Sincerely,

Sharon Goldschmidt

®
February 25, 1991

Miss Sharon Goldschmidt

11 Stanley Place
Hauppauge, NY 11788

Dear Sharon:

On behalf of the officers of the Bialystoker
Center, Home and Infirmary for the Aged, we would
like to express our thanks for your generous
donation of $180.00 to our institution, in honor of
your wonderful grandparents.

Hannah & Mike Kremer

Your thoughtful gesture is very much
appreciated by everyone here, and we are sure that
your parents and grandparents are enjoying a great
deal of naches. You are a credit to your family,
friends, Temple Beth Chai of Hauppauge, and to the
Jewish People.

We wish you Mazal Tov and may you continue
to be a source of pride and naches to your family.

Sincerely yours,

Izaak Rybal
Executive Director

Sam Solasz
President

Become Members of the Bialystoker Center

and Home for the Aged
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always been fond of drink. But, at one of their
celebrated monasteries, they also took to smoking,
and the addition grew to a point where they needed
to smoke during prayer. To cope with the sin, they
sent off a letter to the Pope in Rome. “Holy
Father,” they asked, “may we be allowed to smoke
while we pray?” A few days later an answer
arrived threatening excommunication.

Yet, the Benedictions knew that at an adjoining
Jesuit monastery, smoking had indeed been allowed
during prayer. They immediately sent off a
delegation to investigate. “How did you manage to
obtain permission” asked the superior of the Bene-
dictines. “Very simple,” answered the superior of
the Jesuits: “If you ask the correct question, you
get the correct answer.” “Our question was “Holy
Father, may we be allowed to pray while we
smoke?”

In the new spirit of freedom and reconciliation
that is sweeping East and West, we ask you,
Excellency, to transmit our question to your govern-
ment, whose courageous struggle for independence
we ardently support: “May we have our YIVO
archives?”

We are not here tonight to lament the past, but
to promote the revival of our cultural presence. It is
a living active and dynamic presence. For example,
only a few months ago The Forward added an
English newspaper to the famous Yiddish Forvertz.
It is an undertaking of historic significance and I
was privileged to be part of it.

Yes, we are here, and our steps are heard, and
we are building from the ashes.

If I may add a small footnote to history, out of
the 500 odd children in my school, I am literally the
sole survivor of the Holocaust. All the others have
vanished from the earth along with one and a half
million other Jewish children—the children who
never learned, the poets who never wrote, the
scientists who never discovered, the teachers who
never taught, the musicians who never played. An
irreparable amputation of our people, of our culture,
of world culture.

Frankly, to this day I am unable to grasp the
secret of my own survival. When an American tank
column liberated me in a Bavarian forest not far
from Dachau, I was not even sure I had survived.
Yes, physically, like an animal, I managed to pump
adrenaline against impossible odds and somehow
endured. But physical survival was not enough.
What about moral survival, spiritual survival,
intellectual survival, after having been absent from
a classroom, after not having held a book in my
hands for six long years? How was I going to
survive in these much more subtle and more

important dimensions?

So a new struggle for survival had to begin, a
new determination to pump the adrenaline. This
time, not at Auschwitz, not a Dachau, but at
Harvard, the Sorbonne, Melbourne and other great
places of learning.

The sub-human earmarked to give up his life in
the infernos in Europe, where Eichmann’s grim
reality eclipsed even Dante’s imaginary vision of
hell, the emaciated Untermentsch, gray as the color
of the earth, was going to become a scholar and re-
enter the civilized society of his fellow men.

And he would try to wreak vangeance over the
past, not physically, because that seems
meaningless, but through study, research,
creativity. Hopefully, in this way, he would undo a
small particle of Hitler’s destructive work on his
people, if only on the minute scale of one single
human being.

This, dear friends, is the way it has always
been for us Jews, throughout all the catastrophes of
our history, the slavery in Egypt, the Babylonian
captivity, the Roman conquest, the Spanish
Inquisition, the Tsarist pogroms and the Nazi
genocide. This is how we were able to endure as a
people and to stand at the graves of the despots
who would destroy us, physically and spiritually.

Today, as always, each and every one of us has
a personal obligation to support the work of
YIVO—the guardian of our heritage. It is an
obligation to the past as well as to the future, to
ourselves, to our children and to our grandchildren.
It is an obligation that goes to the heart of our
survival, as individuals and as a people.

I thank you.

(Mr. Pisar is an international lawyer and
economic advisor and chairman of The Forward).

THE BIALYSTOKER
MEMORIAL BOOK
At a Reduced Price!

In order to enable

many more of our landsleit and friends
to acquire the new monumental

Bialystoker Yizkor—Book

Please, mail your request for the book, and mail it
to the Bialystoker Center with enclosed check or
money order for $25.00 at the address below:

BIALYSTOKER CENTER
228 East Broadway, N.Y.C.

Tel. (212) 475-7755
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ADDRESS BY SAMUEL PISAR HONOREE 65TH
ANNIVERSARY BENEFIT YIVO INSTITUTE FOR

JEWISH RESEARCH DECEMBER 3, 1990

Mr. Chairman, Friends, Ladies and Gentlemen:

Thank you for being so generous to YIVO. As

patrons of this great institution, you continue
the work of giants, among them, Albert Einstein,
Sigmund Freud and many other thinkers, writers,
artists and creators of European and American
Jewish culture. Your lineage is noble indeed.

I accept the immense honor you have bestowed
on me tonight with both humility and pride, and still
vivid memories of Vilna, the cradle of YIVO, and
Bialystok, two legendary cities of Eastern Europe
where so many members of my extinct family once
lived and thrived.

Vilna and Bialystok were at the heart of a
culturally fertile would which Sholem Aleichem and
Marc Chagtall have so sensitively described and
which Hitler and Stalin have so thoroughly
destroyed. That world is no more. But its magical
heritage lives on and today we are its custodians. I
recall the electrifying words of the song of resist-
ance we used to sing in the ghettos, death camps
and forests of Nazi occupied Europe:

“We dream of the hour when the world will
hear the sound of our steps—we are here”

Yes, we are here. And our steps are heard loud
and clear, in the Diaspora and in Israel. At times,
they are heard a little too loud. How could it be
otherwise, after the massacres we have had to
endure.

We also hear the steps of the Russian Jews
who are massively and courageously returning to
the fold of their nation. We are here physically and

Thank you for being so numerous here tonight.

the hopeless battles and in carrying out various
acts of sabotage and the heroic Bialystoker uprising
against the Nazi murder-machine with its modern
arms. We must absolutely engage the participation
of our children to better and more clearly understand
our past and in time to vanquish the anti-semitic
venom.

The memorial meetings are not only a reminder
of what had occurred in our past, it is also a lesson
and a warning that we must be more united in
defending our Jewish interests and maintaining a
closer relationship with our country, with our land.

spiritually, and YIVO is the symbol of our presence,
our values, our ethics and our mores.

YIVO testifies to our roots, our achievements,
our contributions to Jewish and human civilization.
It watches over the recorded treasures of our

Judith and Dr. Samuel Pisar

language, our literature our folklore, our song and
our humor, from a rich repository of scientific self-
knowledge which chronicles our past and
guarantees our posterity.

On behalf of all of us, I acknowledge and
express gratitude for the eloquent words of
Professor Vytautas Landsbergis who presides from
Vilna over the Republic of Lithuania. For me, one of
the most exiting aspects of tonight’s events is the
confirmation that a large part of YIVO’s archives
have miraculously survived the destructive designs
of Hitler and Stalin. I cannot help expressing the
hope that these archives will soon be reunited with
the rest of the YIVO archives at its headquarters in
Manhattan.

I am confident that if we raise the question
correctly we will get the correct answer. To make
the point in an ecumenical spirit, an apocryphal
story comes to mind.

The Benedictine monks, as we all know, have
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BIALYSTOKER MEMORIAL GATHERINGS

® By Leon Mendelovitch
(From Vashlikov, now in Australia)

ear in, year out, during the month of August,

i the Bialystoker Landsmanshaftn (societies)

throughout the world, provide their memorial

meetings dedicated to the memory of the annihil-

ated city of Bialystok, with its beautiful surrounding
region of cities and towns.

The Bialystoker Landsmanshaftn everywhere,
are now experiencing a decline in their activities.
The reasons for it are varied, mostly connected to
the physiological diminishment in the number of liv-
ing witnesses, who are slowly passing into etern-
ity. The sharpness of the horrible pictures is becom-
ing less and less sharp in our memory. Also the
number of people needing our help has decreased.

In the early post-war years, the Bialystoker
community in the world energetically and loyally, in
the Bialystoker tradition, mobilized every possible
resource to help save the remnants of the horrible
Holocaust. The centers of the Bialystoker lands-
manshaftn were full of visitors, who were prepared
under all circumstances, to lend a helping hand,
such as to provide permits, affidavits, financial aid
and to ensure a roof over their heads and income for
the survivors of the tragic destruction.

Bialystok was a Jewish city which bubbled
with Jewish life, tied to Jewish humanitarian
traditions and with a deep belief in a better, happier
tomorrow. One did not have to look for the Jewish
life in a corner of a Bet medrash, library or a Yiddish
Book. You encountered Jewish life everywhere,
whether in a store while purchasing a pound of
sugar, a salty herring, or while buying shirts and a
pair of shoes. You found Jewish life on the broad
avenues of Sienkevicha, Warshawska, to the
narrow streets of Surazer, Senders and Viltche. The
Yiddish language reigned in all the Jewish homes;
you heard it on the streets from the strolling girls
and boys, from the porters, store keepers, factory
workers; at the fish market, “piaskes,” fairs, as
well as from doctors, lawyers, in hospitals and in
the corridors of the City Board.

The industries of Bialystok, as they developed,
especially textiles, wood, tanning and trade, were
the products of Jewish knowledge, rapid and hard
honest labor. Because of this, almost all of it,
without exception, was found in the hands of Jews
and ensured income for the Jewish and non-Jewish
population.

Jewish manufacturers, merchants, free profes-
sions such as doctors, lawyers, engineers, pharm-

acists, bookkeepers, teachers and others helped to
improve and beautify the Jewish life with its wide-
spread institutions. It is impossible to count the
number of organizations, institutions and others
which helped conduct the many faceted activity in
Bialystok with about 65,000 Jews of the national
population of 92,000 people. There, too, a full activ-
ity was conducted by all political organizations, that
existed then in Poland, from the extreme right —
Betar, Revisionists, Agudah, Mizrachi — to all the
other Zionist shadings, such as the General
Zionists, Right and Left Poalei Zionists and others.
In Bialystok, also the Bundist organization, with its
youth groups (Zukunft, Skif) maintained many
activities; the Communist organization, with its
disguised chambers; professional unions and many
other groups with various connections.

In Bialystok there existed a thick network of
schools, gymnaziums, Yiddish, Hebrew, progress-
ive, orthodox Talmud Torahs, Yeshivas; a strongly
developed weavers' school, with their own ma-
chines and workshops, which used to produce first-
class specialists. Kindergartens, libraries, cho-
ruses, musical groups, dramatic circles, theater
groups that had a beautiful permanent Yiddish
theater. Daily Yiddish newspapers, literary writ-
ings in Yiddish as well as in Hebrew. Many sports
clubs, such as “Maccabee,” “Shtern,” “J.K.S.” and
others where the Jewish youth actively participated
in all the competitions. All kinds of aid-institutions
such as the “Linas Cholim,” “Oze,” “Linas
Tsedek,” “Bikur Cholim” and a broad network of
lending institutions (without interest), treasuries
as well as their own hospital with Jewish doctors
and personnel, a public council, court of law and all
religious supplementary institutions such as a
Mikvah, a home for the aged, an orphan home,
public kitchen and others, a network of houses of
worship, old and new, “shtiblech,” small syna-
gogues, guild-“shtiblech,” located on all the
avenues and streets.

During the High-Holydays, in each larger court,
they would organize a temporary “bet medrash”
with a good “Bal Tfila.” The crown of all the houses
of prayer was the beautiful newly constructed shul
(1913) known as the Chor-Shul, with a cantor and
choir. When remembering the Bialystoker great
“Chorshul,” a shudder permeates our body, our
awareness. How can it be, that in the 20th century,
a Jewish congregation can be herded into, and
burned alive, together with the shul, which was
their spiritual symbol?

At our annual memorial meetings, we
remember our dearest and nearest, who displayed
so much courage, pride and strength, when fighting
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OUR DEDICATION ON BEHALF OF THE STATE OF ISRAEL

Har Gilo Project for Israeli Soldiers

A dining room for 250 soldiers was dedicated
by the Bialystoker Center and Home and Grodner
Friends. A plaque was installed, and a dinner was
made for the contributors.

Micha Goldman — Mayor of Kfar Tabor

Kfar Tabor — Day Care Center for 100 children.
Children from the ages of 3 months through 5 years
old, are left by parents at the Day Care Center
where they can partake in playgroups, meals and
schooling. This project was dedicated by Molly and
Izaak Rybal, Executive Director of the Bialystoker
Center and Home.

Kfar Tabor — A clinic was added to the Day
Care Center, dedicated by Rose and Sam Solasz,
President of the Bialystoker Center and Home.

Tel-Hashomer Medical Center

An operating suite consisting of 4 rooms in the
new building was built by the Bialystoker Center
and Home and Grodner Friends.

Tel-Hashomer Medical Center — a pavilion for
handicapped children was dedicated by the
Bialystoker Center and Home and Grodner Friends
in honor of Hana and Mike Kremer and Sylvia and
Joseph Dines, Vice Presidents of the Bialystoker
Center and Home. This is a facility that takes care
of 50 children, and parents are able to stay with
their children throughout the day.

The Bialystoker Center and Home bought discs
for the Tel-Hashomer Medical Center’s cat-scan
machine, in accordance with a request made by
Professor Shani.

The Bialystoker Center and Home and Grodner
Friends are very much involved with important
projects in Israel. Israel is a very important part of
our concerns.

The Bialystoker Center and Home also was
instrumental in building 200 homes for Holocaust
survivors in Kiriat Bialystok which is close to Al
Yidei Yahud.

The Bialystoker Center and Home and Grodner
Friends also donated $15,000 to the Ashkelon rest
and recreation camp for Israeli soldiers from combat
units.

Last year the Bialystoker Organization of
Miami and Grodner Friends gave $5,000 for the
relief of the Russian immigrants in Israel.

Recently the Bialystoker Organization of Miami
and Grodner Friends and Vicinity, raised $11,000
for Operation Exodus in Israel. These funds were
handed over to the Jewish Federation of South

Broward, in Hollywood Florida.

In the near future the Bialystoker Center and
Home and Grodner Friends will fund new
Bialystoker immigrants in Israel with a $5,000
donation, and new Grodner immigrants with a
$2,500 donation. These immigrants came from
Russia.

RUBIN BINDLER’S 90TH BIRTHDAY

he honorable and highly respected friend
TRubin Bindler, Honorary President of the

Bialystoker Center and Home for the Aged,
has recently marked his 90th birthday—*“Zu
Lengere Yahren.” At this “G-d Blessed Age,”
Rubin Bindler does not take a back seat; rather he
continues in his devoted service with the youthful
vigor as in days of old, dating back to the founding
of the Bialystoker Home.

Rubin Bindler was born in the shtetl Trestine,
in the vicinity of Bialystok. Coming to America in
1910, he pursued his studies in high school. Upon
graduation in 1918, Rubin joined his brother Sol in
business.

He almost immediately, became active in Jew-
ish organizational life, and was among the founders
of Gonyondz-Trestiner Society. First, Rubin served
as treasurer, and afterwards, Rubin was elevated to
the Presidency. In both offices Rubin served with
distinction. Even though, during the passage of
time, the ranks of the society depleted, he did not
abandon it. The members of the society are, to this
day, great supporters of the Bialystoker Center and
Home.

Rubin Bindler’s name is writ large in the
history of the Bialystoker Home. He was there at
its planning and its inception. For his unyielding
devotion he is highly praisedby all. At one time
Rubin Bindler served as President and for a long
time, has been honorary president of the
Bialystoker Center and Home.

Our dear friend, Rubin Bindler, has established
a tradition which is praiseworthy. In observance of
his birthday, Shabbos Hagodol, instead of receiving
gifts, he raises large sums of money among his
relatives and friends earmarked for the Bialystoker
Center and Home.

In his honor, on his 90th birthday, the Board of
Directors wishes to extend hearty congratulations
on this most happy occasion.
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lowed in a processing plant of cotton and a factory
of rubber tires.

The Chamber of American-Israel Trade was
established in 1953, to strengthen the economic
coopertation between America and Israel and to
encourage an exchange of trade and investments. It
was natural, that those among us who had begun to
invest in Israel, should become active in the
Chamber and work jointly with the governments of
the United States and Israel to improve the climate
for investments.

We began to establish branches of the
Chamber of Trade throughout America and worked
for laws in both countries, which would strengthen
the trade. In time we were witness to great
progress and especially are we proud of the
agreement for free trade zones and the economic
reforms which the government of Israel has under-
taken. The economic politics, which leads Israel to
more stable economy, is a great step forward. The
years when the government interfered in the econo-
my, established rates for foreign monetary value
and control over foreign products, have ended. The
new economic programs, which are being imple-
mented by the government demonstrate that an
orderly private sector is much more effective and
profitable than a controlled government sector. The
middle and far-reaching potential will prove
dramatic and healthy for the business investors of
the State of Israel and those from the United
States.

When the leadership of the Chamber of Trade,
several months ago, invited me to accept the “Man
of the Year” honor at today’s banquet, I was very
happy, but I admit that I had little desire for it. I had
the privilege of seeing and participating in Israel’s
economic growth during the past 40 years. As one
who has been strongly concerned with Israel’s
financial stability, I worked with my colleagues in
the Chamber of American-Israel Trade to help
Israel, that it should not have to rely on American
economic help any more. Those who worked along
with the Chamber to reach a growth in the trade
between these two countries, must receive their
acknowledgement and therefore, I share with them
the honor I am receiving tonight.

My dream is, that you will become an active
partner in our mission. If you have not yet joined the
Chamber of Trade, fill out the membership card,
which you will find in the current issue of
“Economic Horizons” and send it today to our
office. Become a part of our successful history.

STRANGE WINDOWS

Just yesterday

I was a boy rushing off to school
Looking up to my second floor apartment
Seeing my mother

Smiling down

Waving goodbye

Through her casement windows

That opened like doors

to the world outside.

Jet-propelled years

Made me a man

Hurrying to work

Yet pausing to look up

To see my

Smiling Mom

Waving goodbye

Through the familiar casement windows.

When ravages of age

Fear, fantasy

Strangle-held my mother

No longer would she go to the casement windows

To wave her smiling goodbye.

Now she languishes in a hospital

That once smiling face

Now strained with pain

Not knowing or caring

That her once proud casement windows
Are now no longer there.

Glass all shattered

Torn out buy the directive

Of an unsmiling Housing Authority
Replaced with near new windows
Conventional but austere
Windows that go up and down

Not in and out

To modernize the building they say
To give it a new face.

Lost images remembered through
Strange Windows.

Bernard Gevertzman
500 B Grand Street
New York, N.Y. 10002
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MAX RATNER HONORED AS
“MAN OF THE YEAR”

n Tuesday, November 13, 1990, the “Ameri-

can-Israel Chamber of Commerce and Indust-

ry” honored our esteemed “landsman” Max
Ratner as “The Man of The Year.” This took place
on the 37th Annual Dinner-Dance at the Sheraton
Center Hotel in New York.

The special guest speaker at the Banquet was
Moshe Nisim, Assistant Premier and Minister for
Trade and Industry in Israel. The chairmen were:
Albert Ratner, Bruce Ratner and Charles Ratner.

A large representation from the Bialystoker
Center and Home, led by President Sam Solasz and
Executive Director Rybal, also participated.

Max Ratner is the Chairman of the Board of
“Forest City Enterprises,” a real estate firm, with
branches in 18 states as well as in the District of
Columbia. He founded “Forest City” in 1921 as a
family business and through the years it grew, con-
structing huge projects in Cleveland, New York,
Chicago and Boston.

Mr. Ratner’s relationship with the “American-
Israel Chamber of Commerce and Industry” began
at its inception in 1953. He now serves as its chair-
man. He was the founder and investor in a large
number of firms in Israel, among them “Fruitaron,”
an electro-chemical industry in Acre, which employs
630 employees and which in 1989 had sales of
about 118 million dollars.

Born in Bialystok, Mr. Ratner graduated the
Cleveland Marshall College as a lawyer and re-
ceived an honorary-doctorate from Cleveland State
University in 1990. He is known as a beloved com-
munal leader, devoted humanitarian and brilliant
businessman. He devoted a great deal of time and
talent to such organizations as “American Friends
of the Hebrew University,” The Jewish Community
Federation in Cleveland, the Jewish Theological
Seminary, Brandeis University, the Jewish Museum
and the “Greater Cleveland Growth Association.”

We bring you here the speech of the Chairman,
Max Ratner:

The founder of the modern State of Israel,
Theodore Herzl is known for his phrase: “If you will
only want, it is no legend.” His mission in life was
to make this dream a reality.

We are witnesses to such successful dreamers
every day. Each time, when I come to Israel, I am
stunned by the economic growth which was
attained there since 1948. But along with the ability

to dream, the successful also possessed optimism
and pragmatism. They know that their call will
temporarily be disturbed, and that the government
had, until recently, played too large a role in con-
trolling the economy. At the same time they knew,
that the possibility for success, whether in finding
partners in business, entering a joint undertaking,
or investing, has often been accomplished.

Max Ratner

In 1952, a group of Cleveland residents met in
my brother Harvey’s home in order to make
investments in Israel. They were encouraged by
Premier Levi Eshkol and Finance Minister Eliezar
Kaplan to provide the capital for establishing
“Electochemical Industries” (“Fruitaron’) in Acre.
The first investment of 3 million dollars, which was
continuously increased in order to install the latest
technology, was a great success. (In 1989 the firm
employed 630 people and had sales of
$117,849,000.00.) After this, other investments fol-
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Molly and Izaak Rybal
Bialystoker Center and Home JAY BARRY SISUN
228 East Broadway
New York, N.Y. 10002 BAR-MITZVAH
Hil Jay Barry Sisun, son of Henry and

So sorry that you both couldn’t be at dad’s
birthday party. It really was exceptional in every
way.
We had 40 people, including his 4 grandchildren
and their families, who came from Florida, New
Jersey, Westchester and Illinois to share in their
grandfather’s nachas!!!

Son, Leonard, toasted his father lovingly,
followed by each of his grandchildren. Mike Kremer
then got up and also spoke of Rubin Bindler’s
goodness, and how he cares for people, and has
always worked hard for the home.

The sun was shining when we arrived for the
party, and it continued to do so in the faces of all
dad’s guests!

Much love and good wishes for a Zeesen
Pesach to both of you.

Bernice Bindler

Jacqueline Sisun, and grandson of Sidney and
Regina Sisun, became Bar Mitzvah on August
26, 1990 at the Kotel in Israel, with his family
present.

Upon their return to Rhode Island,
traditional Torah reading took place at Temple
Emanu-el, followed by a reception at the
Bennet Shores Beach Club.

The officers of the Bialystoker Center and
Home, and Grodner Friends wish the entire
family a hearty Mazal Tov. To the
grandparents, Sidney and Regina Sisun, our
dear friends and faithful donators, may you
have much nachas.

This picture was taken 40 years ago at Moskowitz and Lupowitz 2nd Avenue and 2nd Street.
The first Shabbos Hagodel dinner, picture taken by The Jewish Daily Forward.
Standing left to right the Sth is David Sohn
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THE 90TH BIRTHDAY CELEBRATION
OF OUR HONORARY PRESIDENT

RUBIN BINDLER

family members and friends of the Bindlers

arranged a festive celebration in honor of
Friend Bindler’s birthday. Attending the pary were
great-grandchildren, grandchildren, Mr. Bindler’s
sister and her family and the family of his deceased
brother.

Among the guests were also Bialystoker
Center Board members: Mr. and Mrs. Charles
Schwecher, Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Dobriman and Mr.
and Mrs. Mike Kremer.

The evening took place at Martha’s Restaurant
in Hollywood, Florida. It was truly a joy to hear the
greetings of Friend Bindler’s son Lenny and the
children of the Second Generation.

Friend Kremer spoke in the name of the
Bialystoker Center.

The entire event was arranged by Lenny
Bindler and his wife. We thank them for inviting us
to this memorable unforgettable event and wish
Friend Bindler many years of naches and joy from
his devoted family.

In keeping with his tradition as a loyal worker
for the Jewish people and for the Bialystoker Home
for the Aged, Friend Bindler has seen fit to contrib-

On Saturday, March 23 (Shabbat Hagadol),

Mr. Bindler—center

Rubin Bindler

ute all his monetary gifts to the Bialystoker Home.
Mazl Tov and best wishes from all his friends
and co-workers at the Bialystoker Center.

Left: Charlie and Rose Schwecher, Hannah and Mike Kremer, Nettie and Joseph Dobryman
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“shoulder to shoulder” with him. They developed
and nurtured this great and well respected insti-
tution: The Bialystoker Center and Home. Building
an institution is one important phase. In order to
grow and to prosper it requires constant vigilance
and improvement. They took the giant step to
remodel the Bialystoker Home. From 1966 to 1968,
they devoted their time and energy to this great
project and succeeded. They developed a com-
pletely modern Home with a capacity of 95 beds.
They installed all important improvements which
won the full recognition of the State, as a full-
fledged modern Center, nursing home and infirmary.

His close association with David Sohn and
harmonious service was over a span of 20 years.
Upon Mr. Sohn’s demise, he was called upon by the
leaders of the Home to assume the position of
General Secretary, with full responsibilities. In 1971
the Board of Governors granted him the new title of
“Executive Director.”

He has stated that all his energies and
expertise are devoted to the Bialystoker Center and
Home; to his Bialystoker Landsleit, to Sheerit
Hapleita; to Israel; and to Klal Isroel. He is indeed,
blessed that his dear wife Molly, supports him in all
his endeavors, and he is most grateful to her. Molly
and Izaak have not only been active in our Center
and Home, but they have also developed and
completed many projects for the State of Israel.
Izaak Rybal feels doubly blessed to be surrounded
with men and women of valor, members of the
Board of Directors, who together with him, are
devoted and dedicated to the Bialystoker Center
and Home, and to have a staff who serve magnif-
icently. All this, spells the success of the organi-
zation.

Under his stewardship and initiative, and the
editorship of the late I. Shmulewitz, with the great
assistance and insistence of Max Ratner and Sam
Solasz, they published the monumental “Bialys-
toker Memorial Book” in 1982. This impressive
book added a worthy contribution to the growing
Holocaust literature. This book has had a wide
circulation, particularly among our Bialystoker
Landsleit everywhere. The Bialystoker Stimme,
under Mr. Rybal’s editorship, appears regularly
erev-Pesach and erev-Rosh Hashanah, enjoys a
wide circulation and binds our people together.

For over 40 years Izaak Rybal has devoted his
time, energies and life to our beloved institution.
Izaak and Molly Rybal have been the pillars that
supported the home all these years.

What has ensured the continuity and the
ongoing excellence of the Bialystoker Home has
been an uninterrupted succession of devoted people

UNITED WAY OF NEW YORK CITY
Y 99 Park Avenue,

’l, New York, NY 10016-1503
(212) 973-3800

April 2, 1991

Mr. Izaak Rybal
Executive Director
The Bialystoker Center
228 East Broadway
New York, N.Y. 10002

Dear Mr. Rybal:

Just a quick note of thanks to you and your
staff for your hospitality during my tour of your
facilities last week. I was very impressed with
the level of care and commitment exhibited by
everyone I met.

Everyone at Bialystoker should feel very
proud of your many efforts in making
Bialystoker a home away from home for the
people there. I will recommend to my accounts
to take the same tour I did so that they may
see the good their dollars help to generate.

I thank you for your continuing support of
United Way. We are quite fortunate to have
people like you and your staff among those
trying to create a better world for everyone.

I look forward to working with you on this
year’s campaign.

Sincerely,

Deborah M. Chavis

Account Executive

willing to volunteer much of their time, their ener-
gies and resources to ensure that everything is run
properly. Our organization sees itself existing for
many more years because we are fortunate in en-
joying the support of new people prepared to take
up the torch kindeled by their predecessors.
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THE DEDICATION OF IZAAK AND MOLLY RYBAL
TO BIALYSTOKER CENTER AND HOME

ne of the highlights of Mr. Rybal’s life has
O been, over the years, his association and

devoted service to his dear Bialystoker
Center and Home, and through it, to Bialystoker
Landsleit here in America, and throughout the
world.

His lot has been that of all the survivors of the
Holocaust, and he shares with them the
unforgettable horrors of the Hitler-Nazi fiendish
persecution, and the almost total extermination of
our people. It is only by miracle or by mere chance,
that he is among the survivors.

He witnessed the destruction of his beloved
Bialystok and its Jews, among them, his family.
Somehow he found himself in the uttermost parts of
Russia, suffering from cold, hunger, extreme
hardships. In the process of repatriation, he
returned to Bialystok. All he found was the
unspeakable total destruction of the Jewish
community. With pain in his heart, he had to leave
the city of his birth. As a “driven leaf,” with
uncertainty he started out on his travels. His first
stop out of Bialystok was Prague, Chechosolovakia
where he remained six months.

From Prague he traveled from country to
country, until he finally arrived in Paris in 1946
where he remained one year. In Paris, he picked up
the threads of life. He managed to get together with
composer Hirshin and Dr. Juchnowecki, President of
the then Bialystoker Committee. They assembled
all the Ghetto songs which were sung, and Mr.
Hirshin set the notes for them into compositions of
music. These songs were the moral boosts for the
souls of the survivors among whom they were
distributed.

All this time he was in close correspondence
with David Sohn of the Bialystoker Center and

Home. He arrived in New York June 2, 1947. Two
days later, his brother Leon Rubin, brought him to
the Bialystoker Center to meet David Sohn, who
received him well. Mr. Sohn told him amiably that
he had waited for him for a long time to work
together with him. From the start, Mr. Sohn
proposed that he begin the printing of the Bialystok
Album.

Molly and Izaak Rybal

With pride in his heart, he felt privileged to
have been so closely associated and identified with
our dear unforgettable friend, David Sohn. His
expertise in printing and practical knowledge of the
trade, stood him in good stead in developing and
producing the famous “Bialystoker Album” in 1951.
His sentiments and unusual love for Bialystok, its
people, moved him in producing this monumental
“Book.”

It had been his good fortune to work in close
proximity with a man of great stature and geniality
Mr. David Sohn, fondly referred to as “Mr.
Bialystok.” For twenty years Izaak Rybal worked
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I MUST SURVIVE® —4:25
music by Sol Zim

words by Inga Auerbacher
PA-PA*** —6:00

words and music by Sol Zim
NEVER AGAIN® —3:20
words and music by Sol Zim

| STILL BELIEVE* —4:00
music by Sol Zim

words by Inga Auerbacher
PARTISAN SONG** —2:45
English words by Saol Zim
Yiddish words by H Glick

Side Il

Z'CHOR*" —3:45
music by Sol Zim

words by Inga Auerbacher

ELIELI***—5:00

English words by Sol Zim
SHEYEBANE"** —2:30
words and music by Sol Zim
BIALISTOK" * —4:15
English words by Sol Zim

ES BRENT"** —2:45
English words by Sol Zim

WE ARE HERE" " —3:40

music by Sol Zim
words by Inga Auerbacher

Yisroel Lamm*
Peter Fish**
Bob Rieisenman” " *

SOL ZIM

I'd like to share with my many friends and listeners how this
record of “"JEWISH MEMORIES" became a reality. Each song on
this album has a very special meaning for me. | have always
bridged the generation gap by blending the PAST with the
FUTURE. | sincerely hope that this album of JEWISH MEM-
ORIES serves as a LINK between memories of the past and
hope for a stronger future.

My father, CANTOR SAMUEL ZIMELMAN z"1, dedicated
his entire life to all things Jewish. In his blessed memory, | wrote
“PA PA." “PA PA" recalls my life from childhood through
today —and reminds me of how my home was always an inspira-
tion for my life as a Jew. As we all share the same basic roots
and memories, you will hear in this song those nostalgic
moments which will certainly strike a familiar chord in the hearts
of Jews throughout the world. Yes! This is OUR LIFE STORY!

credits
orchestrations

The Brothers Zim
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The Joy Series

Sol Zi
jewis[

CMories

On this album, | have included the traditional ELI ELI, ES
BRENT and PARTISAN SONG. | have personally translated the
words into English to reflect a more positive tone for TODAY'S
JEWS.

| was inspired by INGE AUERBACHER, a child survivor of
the Holocaust, to write the music for Z’CHOR, which was used
as the theme of the 1983 World Gathering of Holocaust Survivors
in Washington. Indeed, | was privileged to sing and par-
ticipate in this world gathering of Jews. Inge. who originally
suggested the idea for a “MEMORIES™ album, also cor-
roborated with me on the songs, "I MUST SURVIVE," “I
STILL BELIEVE" and "WE ARE HERE." She had asked me
to put her most meaningful poetry to music. It was a delight
working with this unique woman

| have included on "JEWISH MEMORIES" an up-to-date
interpretation of the song “BIALYSTOK." Bialystok was
home to thousands of Jews whose families were killed or
forced to leave. In fact, it was only a short distance from
where my own grandfather had lived. SAM SOLASZ, presi-
dent of the Bialystoker Home in New York, and IZAAK
RYBAL epitomize the leadership of those who have survived
and continue to cry out. “I MUST SURVIVE —AM YISRAEL
CHAI!"

“NEVER AGAIN" is shouted by Jews throughout the world
as well. It is the hope of every Jew that we will NEVER AGAIN
permit the atrocities of a Holocaust. Only if OUR CHILDREN
learn this truth can we, as a Jewish nation, survive! For this
reason, | have written the words and music to appeal to TO-
DAY'S YOUTH.

My sons, CRAIG and ERIC, have added their beautiful
voices to this album to serve as an inspiration for today’s youth,
that they too, must be involved. It is my hope that together, the
Jewish people will REMEMBER OUR PAST so that we may build
a STRONGER FUTURE.

NEW CASSETTE RECORDING BY
FAMOUS CANTOR SOL ZIM

The well known Cantor Sol Zim has
recently issued a new cassette, of English
songs, about the Jewish catastrophe, and
resistance against the Nazis. Cantor Zim
has perpetuated his marvelous songs
especially for the youth, the new
generations, so that they too shall know
what happened to our people in Europe in
the recent past. In this record Cantor Zim
has also included special selections about
our unforgettable beloved hometown,
Bialystok.

Cantor Sol Zim, who is a devoted
friend of the Bialystoker Center, Home
and Infirmary for the Aged, has yielded
the major portion of his income from his
new cassette to our institution, so that it
will be sold to our landsleit and friends,
and the proceeds should be devoted to the
activities of the Bialystoker Center and
Home.

We request, therefore, that all of our
friends and landsleit of Bialystok and
Vicinty, should obtain this new precious
cassette which is especially important for
our children and grandchildren. This will

also help us to provide our elderly
residents with everything that they
need.

The Bialystoker Center and Home for
the Aged wishes to take the opportunity,
in this manner, to express its heartfelt
thanks to Cantor Sol Zim, to his dear
wife June, and to their two talented
sons, Craig and Eric, for their significant
contribution to the Bialystoker Center.

The cost of the cassette is $10.00.
To obtain it, please write to:

BIALYSTOKER CENTER
228 East Broadway
New York, N. Y. 10002
Phone: (212) 475-7755
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As survivors, it is truly a privilege to write these few words
for our dear friend, SOL ZIM. In fact, it is a privilege for us all.
that SOL has seen fit to share with us his “JEWISH MEMORIE
and to interpret them musically in his unique style with his
outstanding tenor voice

Among his many talents, SOL 1s a fine Jewish composer
has composed many of the NUMBER ONE HITS on the Israel
Hit Parade including “SHEYEBONE", which was one of the wi
ning songs of the 1982 Chasidic Song Festival, “L'DOR V'DOF
and “KAD'SHAYNU"—all of which are sung in congregations
world-over. “AM YISRAEL CHAI" is but one of the songs whic
SOL has made famous while concertizing with THE BROTHE
ZIM. On this album, he has featured an equally moving hit—"
MUST SURVIVE!"

We can readily identify with this song as well as many of |
other melodies on this *JEWISH MEMORIES" album. We are
sure that Jews throughout the world will find similar inspiratior
by listening to the vivid interpretations of “I STILL BELIEVE,"
“NEVER AGAIN" or the heart rendering rendition of “ELI ELI.

May we never again forget our JEWISH MEMORIES!

SAM SOLASZ, pres
IZAAK RYBAL, Gen Sec
Bialystok Home Center. N
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WE GUARD OUR
INHERITANCE

Dear Friends,
S you know, we guard our great inheritance, our
A institution, the Bialystoker Center and Home.
| invite all the Bialystoker, Grodner and
friends of the cities and towns, which are close to
Bialystok, both geographically and spiritually, who
share a mutual sentiment towards our institution, not
only because it is the only one remaining, after the
Nazi-destruction, which stands as a column, as an
eternal memento of our hometown; and not only
because we renovated our lobby which leads to the
Center; and not because we installed air-conditioners in
every room; and we have our own department to test
the hearing of our residents; and new kitchen
improvements. No, we invite you, because we would like
you to see how we run our Home and care for its
residents. We will lead you from floor to floor, answer
all your questions, but we would like you to come and
see for yourself, with your own eyes, just why we need
your help.

The Home has 95 beds. It is always in financial
distress because, as you know, the city pays only 80
percent. The remaining 20 percent is covered by the
Center. Until recently, this was no problem, but for the
past year, it has become very difficult, because the
Center does not receive the same amount of help from
our friends as it did in the past. We get less — but the
Home needs more. So, we are appealing to you, dear
friends, for your help.

It is already about 4-5 years since we have
arranged any kind of event which would bring in a large
sum of money for the Home. Today, however, if we
were to plan even the smallest kind of event, it would
take a great deal of labor and money, as the hotels we
used are now very expensive.

: For that reason, the executive board has decided
to send a letter to every member and friend of the
Bialystoker Center and Home and simply request that
each one contribute as much as he can. The
Bialystoker Home for the Aged must continue to exist!

Please accept my personal appreciation for your
help, in advance.

Sincerely yours, Sol Krim
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