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The first

Bialystoker Jew who
arrived in America
in 1842, From the
beginning

his life was

both interesting

and adventurous.
Many strange tales
surrounded this man.
He died in New York
in 1917 at the legendary
age of 103.
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Greetings and Best Wishes to the
Bialystoker Center Home
One of the Most Respected Homes
for the Elderly
An Institution that Provides

a High Level of Care for its Residents

Elite Insurance Agency

2001 Marcus Avenue
Lake Success, N.Y. 11042
(516) 354-7000

ELI BLISKO
YECHIEL BROMBERG

Brokers and Consultants of all Forms of Insurance
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To The Officers of

The Bialystoker Center & Home
Best wishes for A Happy, Healthy And Prosperous New Year!

Norman Pachtman
‘ @ \ President

Choice R Center, inc

CHOICE SURGICAL SUPPLY, INC.
457 Doughty Blvd.
Inwood N. Y. 11696
(516) 371-4105 — (718) 471-2262
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EMPIRE
PRESS

Typesetting & Printing Co.

The Printers of This Journal
wish all our Bialystoker
friends and readers the

blessings of being written
in and sealed in the

Book of Life, Good Deeds,
Honorable Livelihcod and
Good Health!

20 anhm 13°nd
IR DYVIYAVI VI X

550 Empire Blvd.
Brooklyn, New York 11225
(718) 756-1473 — 756-9500

FAX (718) 604-7633

COMPLIMENTS OF

DOLLAR
DRY DOCK
BANK

FRAN HABIB

Assistant Vice President

465 Grand Street

New York City

MEMBER FDIC
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ot

happy new year
and best wishes
for peace and
prosperity

@& BankJeumi

TRUST COMPANY OF NEW YORK

85 Delancey Street
New York, N.Y. 10002
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RELIABLE HEALTH SYSTEMS, INC.

2610 NOSTRAND AVE., BROOKLYN, N.Y. 11210 — (212) 338-2400

Computer Systems specialists for hospitals,
nursing homes and health related facilities

(Provided and services computer system for Bialystoker Home)

Extends best wishes for a Happy and
Healthful New Year

to the officers, directors, members,
residents and friends of

BIALYSTOKER CENTER, HOME AND INFIRMARY
FOR THE AGED

Amalgamated Bank
of New York

America’s only labor bank.

JACK SHEINKMAN NICHOLAS J. PALERMO

Chairman of the Board _ President and
Chief Executive Officer

11-15 Union Square, New York, New York 10003
(212) 255-6200

Founded in 1923 < Resources over $1.4 billion
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CITIBANK N. A.
SEWARD PARK BRANCH

411 GRAND STREET e NEW YORK,N.Y
Serving the Bialystoker Center & Home

Extends best wishes to
Their officers, directors, members and residents
As well as to all our Jewish clients and friends
A healthy, happy New Year
And peace in [srael and the world

MICHAEL BINGOLD — Manager
and Staff

"INIOID,,
AJ\‘?"DBIT* PORD TARID

PINY 11,0100 TIRT 411
(91 JIN IYVIPY IYPNVDIIN'S DYT VI*TNI)
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L’SHONOH TOVOH!

New Year Greetings

from the

HON. VICE-PRESIDENTS V'-i
MARTIN GINSBURG ABE GINSBURG

of the

BIALYSTOKER CENTER, HOME
& INFIRMARY FOR THE AGED

Warh’n ana/ ./44e ginoéurg

and their families

May the New Year sound the clarion of

brotherkood and peace throughout the world.

West New York, New Jersey
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Mr. and Mrs.

Sam Solasz

and Famuily

PRESIDENT

of the

BIALYSTOKER CENTER, HOME
AND INFIRMARY FOR THE AGED

extend to their family, friends
and kinfolk everywhere

heartiest wishes
for

A HAPPY AND PROSPEROUS NEW YEAR

DIDTIR 1R TIR DI2'IRD TDNR 1R |DUVNRN DRRIRN
V20N 10 DT DA WIWT 222 IR ,9M0NRY
J1201 1Y NIW R 1R9

May the New Year bring happiness to All,

salvation to our people and peace on earth.

THE SOLASZ FAMILY

DR. MATT & DR. DIANE KUDISH RACHEL & SCOTT DAVID MARK HOWARD

join their parents in this timely greeting.
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MRS. ANNA SABEL
& FAMILY
Concord, California

Wish All Their Friends
A Happy, Healthy & Peaceful New Year

Mr. & Mrs.
STANLEY KACAN
‘West Caldwell, N.J.

Wish All Their Friends
A Happy New Year

MR. DAVID FINE
President, Bialystoker Young
Men'’s Benevolent Association
and FAMILY
Brooklyn, New York
Extend their best wishes
for the New Year to
relatives, friends and landsleit

Mr.

JACOB A. LICHTENFIELD
extends to his relatives and friends and
all Bialystoker Landsleit best wishes
for a Happy and Prosperous New Year

DR. and MRS.
BENJAMIN GISSEN
and Family
Extend their Greetings fora
Happy and Prosperous New Year

New Year Greetings from. ..

SYLVIA ROSENBLUM

MRS. PAULINE NOTKOFF MRS. ETTA SIEGEL
and FAMILY AND FAMILY
Bronx, N.Y. Mequon, Wisconsin

extend to their freinds, Bialystoker Kin-
folk in town and the world over best
wishes for a very Heppy New Year

wish their family and friends
A Happy New Year

New Year Greetings
Best Wishes and Blessings

from MRS. BENEDICTINE LICHT
NETTIE STERN and Family
and FAMILY wish everyone
Children of our late Treasurer a Healthy, Happy New Year
MARY DAVIS

Board Member of the Bialystoker
Center, Home and Infirmary for

the Aged
to their dear kin, the DAVISES,
SAPERSTEINS and the STERNS, MR. & MRS. JACK WOLF
to all their friends and neighbors, NEW YORK

Bialystoker landsleit and Jews
everywhere for a Happy and
Prosperous New Year

wish all their friends and associates
a Blessed New Year

JHatners,

Sestarsant

Three Generations of Family Ownership Since 1905
World Famous Dairy and Vegetarian Cuisine
Featuring Fresh Fish.

Catering for ALL your Simchas

SHEVA BROCHAS

All cakes, pies, cookies baked on premises
Our Challah and Rolls are parve baked right here

A tradition for:
*BREAKFAST °*LUNCH *DINNER *AFTER THEATER
*Catering *Platters *Party Rooms Available

Hours: Sun thru Thurs: 6AM to Midnite
Fri: 6AM to Shabbos Sat: ARter Shabbos to 2AM

RATNER’S RESTAURANT

138 Delancey St., NYC
212/677-5588

FREE PARKING
AMEX Welcome
SHOMER SHABBOS
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THE BIALYSTOKER CENTER
HOME FOR THE AGED AND INFIRMARY

wishes all officers,

employees, directors, members,
supporters, friends,

affiliated organizations,
Bialystoker Landsleit; Klal Israel
The World-Over
A Year of Good Life and Peace
A Year of Prosperity;
Spiritual Renewal
Security and Peace for the
State of Israel
And Universal Brotherhood.

SAM SOLASZ

President

RUBIN BINDLER

Honorary President

IZAAK RYBAL

Executive Director

Dinah Medvedev

Treasurer

MR. RUBIN BINDLER
and Family

Honorary President, Bialystoker Center
Home and Infirmary for the Aged

wish their friends, all Goniondzer-Trestiner and Bialystoker
kinfolk and the Jewish People everywhére
a Happy and Prosperous New Year

MR. AND MRS. HAROLD TALIN

Extend New Year's Greetings to their
Relatives, Friends, and Bialystoker Landsleit

DAYAN CLUB OF PELHAM PARKWAY
District 20

Extends New Year Greetings for Health, Prosperity and
Peace in Israel to all Officers and Members

EXECUTIVE BOARD, DAYAN CLUB
of PELHAM PARKWAY, District 20

New Year Greetings from . . .

DR. & MRS. LOUIS LINN

9 EAST 96th STREET NEW YORK, N.Y. 10028

BIALYSTOKER YOUNG MEN'’S
BENEVOLENT ASSN.

New York, N.Y.

Extends New Year Greetings of Good Health and
Peace in Israel To All Its Members and Landsleit

In Memory of my loving wife
Evelin, I wish all my friends
and family a Happy New Year

DANIEL ALEXANDER
Chicago Ill.
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Greetings from . . .
IRVING AND SYLVIA FOX
LAKEWOOD, N.J.

who wish all their friends and the Jewish people everywhere
a Happy New Year
We offer a Memorial Tribute to our Dear Parents

ABRAHAM AND BESSIE FUCHSMAN
ALEX AND FANNIE BUYER

HYMAN and SHIRLEY FEINSTEIN
and FAMILY
Children and Grandchildren of the late
MRS. PAULINE SIEGEL

extend best wishes to their relatives, friends and
Bialystoker kinfolk everywhere for
A VERY HAPPY and PROSPEROUS NEW YEAR!

MR. and MRS. JOSEPH DINES and FAMILY
Vice-President of
BIALYSTOKER CENTER AND HOME
extend best wishes to the Officers, Directors and Members
of the
CENTER AND HOME,
for
A Happy, and Healthy New Year

MR. AND MRS. CHARLES FEIGENBLATT
and Family
Brooklyn, N.Y.

Extend their Best Wishes to all Landsleit, friends and Jews all
over the world for a Healthy, Happy New Year

DR. AND MRS. NACHMAN KACEN
(Kacenelenbogen), Cleveland, Ohio
and their children
Michael and Eva Kacen-Kaplan
West Hartford, Connecticut
Wish their family and friends in Israel, here and abroad, a
Happy, Healthy and Peaceful New Year

JERRY MINK
Jerusalem, Israel

Wishes His Family and Friends as well as Landsleit in the
U.S., Israel and Bialystok, Poland
New Year Greetings of Health and Joy

Srawr Yy ovw

IN MEMORY OF
OUR BELOVED PARENTS

MR. & MRS. ABRAHAM KASS,
DR. & MRS. CHARLES GRADINGER

IN LOVING MEMORY OF OUR DEAR PARENTS

CELIA COHEN

and

WILLIAM COHEN
Former Vice-President of the Bialystoker Center and Home
May They Rest In Peace
MR. & MRS. SAM SIEGEL
MRS. JOSEPH ENGEL

IN LOVING MEMORY
OF OUR PARENTS

Saul & Ethel Rubin Brody

Anita & Earl Barrison
All the Grandchildren

Martha & Ted Simon
Pearl & Al Shansky
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MR. & MRS. M. ARTHUR TARLOWE
ROSE GOLDBERG Vice-President, Bialystoker Center and Home

Hon. Vice-President

Miami Beach, Florida and Famlly

Wish their Relatives and Friends

and Family A Healthy, Happy and Peaceful Year

extend best wishes to their family, relatives, friends, ofticers
and directors of the Bialystoker Center, Home and Infirmary
for the Aged, and to the Bialystoker Ladies Auxiliary
for a Happy New Year

MR. & MRS. LOUIS SCHNEIER

Extend Best Wishes to Family and Friends fora
Happy, Healthy and Peaceful New Year

MR. & MRS. EDWARD MEYER

Extend Best Wishes to Family and Friends fora
Happy, Healthy and Peaceful New Year

MR. AND MRS. RALPH BELL

MR. AND MRS. MIKE KREMER and Family
and Family Former President of the Zionist Organization of Chicago
Vice Pres. of the Bialystoker Center and Home Wish their family, Bialystoker landsleit and friends

A H d Healthy New e d Peace in Israel
Wishes all Bialystoker and Grodner landsleit i ot e e ot e ad

A vyear of peace and freedom for Jews all over the world,
particularly for the State of Israel

M /M ISAAC MELAMDOWICH MR. & MRS. MEYER ZAKHEIM

and Family

Wish their Relatives, Friends and Landsleit
a Healthy, Happy and Prosperous New Year.

Chicago, Ill.

TR TI°9D ,ANOWA WMT 1YWL
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MRS. RUTH WINSTON

MR. & MRS. ABE NEWBORN Son BARRY and SUSAN
and Family and Grandchildren

wish their Relatives, Friends and All Israel In loving memory of

A HAPPY NEW YEAR EDWARD WINSTON
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MILDRED AND EARL
BRAND
and FAMILY

PORTLAND, MAINE

Remember With Love

FORMER VICE-PRESIDENT
OF THE
BIALYSTOKER CENTER
AND HOME

ALWAYS IN OUR HEARTS

IN LOVING MEMORY OF

My Parents and My Wife's Parents

BENJAMIN & YETTA FINKELSTEIN
HERMAN & BETTY BATISTE

HYMAN FINKELSTEIN

IN BLESSED MEMORY OF
ISAAC and MINNIE EPSTEIN

Always in our minds and memory

ABRAHAM .and VIOLA SAPERSTEIN

IN MEMORY OF
Our Loving Mother and Grandmother

FRIEDA ROTHBERG

MR. & MRS. ISIDORE KIMMEL
and CHILDREN

In Loving Memory of our Parents
MORRIS & ANNA KAPLAN

Abraham & Anita Kaplan Gerry Bachrach
Mathilde Kaplan Harry & Shirley Wachtel

ISIDORE & SHIRLEY SCHEINMAN
and Family
Northbrook, Illinois

Extend to their Relatives and Friends
Wishes for a Healthy, Happy New Year
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YUDL FREIDOVITCH (JERRY FRIED) Z”L

the friend of our youth, our very good friend,

Yudl Freidovitch, passed into eternity. He
died in New York on June 16, 1990, at the age of 71
years. His entire life was devoted to community
efforts.

He was born in Grodno, in 1919, of poor
parents. His father, Israel, worked hard all his life
to support his family of 5 children. When Yudl was
born, his father was already an older man. The
difference in age between Yudl and his oldest
brother Joseph was 22 years. When Joseph emig-
rated as a pioneer to build the Jewish land, then
known as Palestine, Yudl was still a small child
who had not yet gotten to know his brother.

Even as a young child, Yudl had already begun
to feel poeverty. He had not even completed his
folkshul education, when he was forced to learn a
vocation, to become an electrician in order to help
his father bring in some income. Simultaneously, he
was active in the youth organization in pre-war
Poland as well as in the community.

In 1939, after Grodno became part of the Soviet
Union, following the horrible Stalin-Hitler Pact, Yudl
was mobilized into the Red Army; after Nazi-
Germany invades Russia, he is sent to the front,
with a spying detail. Luck is in his favor when, a
year later, Stalin issued an order to remove from the
front all those who were born in the occupied areas
of White Russia and the Ukraine. Thanks to that
fact, a larger number of Jewish young men were
then saved and Yudl is one of them.

In 1946 he leaves the Soviet Union with the
general repatriation, but doesn't return to Grodno.
He knows that there's no one to return to because
his entire family perished together with all the Jews
of Grodno. He settles in Lower Silesia, outside the
city of Richbach, where he works as an electrician
and is also a member of the Committee for the
Culture Society fo the Jewish Committee.

In 1950 he leaves Poland and arrives with the
mass aliyah in Israel. Here he is reunited with his
eldest brother Joseph, with the family, whom he
hardly knew. A short time later, he meets his

F rom New York we received the sad news that

® By I Drasnik, Israel

destined partner, an American tourist. They marry
and depart for New York.

There, too, he works as an electrician and
occupies himself with community affairs. He
becomes a member of the Workmen's Circle and
doesn't forget the city of his birth. He becomes one
of the organizers of the Grodno youth group in New
York; for a long time, he is its secretary; partici-
pates in all gatherings; he appears often at annual
memorial evenings, which the Committee arranges.

Also last year, when he was already very ill
and bedridden, Yudl wrote an article about Leyb
Neidus, on the occasion of his 100th birthday, and it
was published in a number of newspapers. He still
had many projects to realize, but unfortunately, his
severe illness terminated all his dreams.

With his leaving, we have lost a good friend, a
loyal comrade and an accomplished communal
leader.

Honor to his memory.

°
EXPRESSION OF SORROW

With great sadness and pain, we received the
sorrowful news of the death of our youth-friend,

YUDL FREIDOVITCH

Our sincere condolences to his wife Natalie,
son Ronald and daughter, Elizabeth.

FROM NEW YORK

Mr. and Mrs. M. Kremer
Mr. and Mrs. S. Russek
Mr. and Mrs. Z. Ash
Mr. and Mrs. J. Beren
Mr. and Mrs. S. Sisun

Mr. and Mrs. R. Zaruches
Mr. and Mrs. B. Sulkes
Mr. and Mrs. S. Garbus—Maron
Mr. and Mrs. M. Shoenfeld
Mr. and Mrs. L. Trachtenberg

FROM CANADA

Mr. and Mrs. A. Cheshes
Mr. and Mrs. 1. Pilanski
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JACOB J. GURDUS

ith deep sorrow, we received the sad news

VV of the dath of Jacob J. Gurdus, our devoted

friend and patron and husband of Dr. Luba

K. Gurdus, our Yad-Layeled chairperson for the

New York area. Jack died on April 13 in his sleep
after a short illness.

Jack was born in 1906 in Warsaw, the son of
Iser and Esther Gurdus. After resettling in
Moscow, the family fled Russia to Germany in
1917. There Jack entered the Realgymnasium in
Frankfurt-am-Main. After graduation, he studied
chemistry at the University of Wisconsin.

The Nazi invasion of Poland found Jack married
to Luba (nee Krugman) and the father of a one-year
old son, Robert Michael. Jack fled Poland and
succeeded to reach Palestine. There he joined the
Jewish units of the British Eighth Army, where he
remained for six years, fighting the Nazis and
working with the British Royal Engineers. Still in
uniform, Jack ventured into Poland to help his wife
and her sister leave for Palestine. They eventually
settled in New York where Jack joined Leather's
Best.

G

Jacob J. Gurdus

As soon as Jack and Luba's resources
permitted, they established a Kindergarten in
Natanya, in memory of their son who perished in
the Holocaust. They also set up the Netzer
Foundation for Israeli children with emotional
difficulties. In the last year of his life, Jack funded
Yad-Layeled, hoping to see it completed. Jack's
warmth, gentleness, and humanity will surely be
missed but his aspirations and ideals will persist.
He truly epitomized the highest standards of Jewish
ethics and proudly asserted his love and attachment
to Israel.

May His Memory Be Blessed

GEDALYE LYNN O”’H

n July 2, 1990, our dear, kind and loving
friend, Gedalye Lynn O”H suddenly passed
away.

He was born in Zabludove, a small town not far
from Bialystok. While still a young man, his father,
Itche and the entire family, relocated to Bialystok.
There Gedalya was a “Shtul” — meister in a textile
factory.

When the war broke, the family was exiled to
Russia. One brother only, Archie, still managed to
leave for America. Gedalya, in Russia, went
through the concentration camps.

After the war, as by a miracle, he discovered
part of his family — his brother Meyshl, sister
Masha and also his father, Itche — who had settled
in Israel.

Gedalye continued to seek his family in
Bialystok. There he met Mashe Grokov. They got
married in a D.P. Camp in Germany and afterward
went to their brother Archie Lynn in America.

His brother, Archie Lynn, was one of the
founders of the Bialystoker Young Friends in New
York. Gedalye also joined and became a valuable

Gedalye Lynn

member for the Board of Directors and helped the
Home for the Aged in any way he could.

Gedalye also helped private persons finan-
cially. He could never say “No.” He was always
happy, smiling and had humorous stories to tell.

He was also a devoted husband to his wife
Mashke and a good father to his two daughters,
Charlotte and Carol, to his sons-in-law and grand-
children.

My husband, I and our many friends will never
forget him and will always recall his name.

Barbara Schubak
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A LEADER WITH A HEART

® By SOL KRIM

he Bialystoker Center and Home has already

had many as chairman of the Board of

Directors. They serve for a number of years
and then are followed by others.

One chairman of the Board, however, has
remained for all those years. This is Mr. David
Goldberg. And just as he does every Spring, he, his

David J. Goldberg

dear wife Rose and her sister, came again this
Spring to spend a few hours in the Bialystoker
Center and Home.

They missed seeing and touching the walls
which Mrs. Goldberg’s father helped to construct.
They also came to ask: “What can we buy this year
for the Home?”

And so, on that warm, Spring day, they went
through all the rooms on each floor, to see what
was lacking. Mr. Rybal calls out, “I know what you

ANOTHER TREE IS UPROOTED
® By SOL KRIM

On July 5, 1990, Gedale Lynn 0”’h passed into
eternity. Ethel, I and another hundred mourners,
attended the funeral. Standing off to a side, Yosl
Kapicki came over to me, extended his hand and
with a sad look whispered to me: “The forest is
becoming sparser.”

For a moment it was only a saying. Later,
however, when I surveyed the audience, I
understood, what Yosl had meant by his statement,
“The forest is becoming sparser.” He meant that a
tree in the forest had been cut down.

I knew everyone who was there, except for the
young ones, who were the children, daughters and
son-in-law of those who had gathered. The
atmosphere was one of sorrow, but also of love,
devotion and loyalty.

One of them had been torn away; one, who was
part of their way of life; one who took the same path
for the past 40 years. And Ethel and I had the honor
of knowing them. I saw something I hadn't noticed
before — a love that I was sure they had always
shared between them.

Dear friends, let's stay close. You are a
wonderful family. Let's care for the fragrant forest,
cherish every tree, especially those that are
somewhat bent — to 120.

Honor to his memory.

can buy this year ... a small air-conditioner for each
room!”

“Good!” Mrs. Goldberg remarked, and im-
mediately presented Mr. Rybal with a check for
$5,000.00, adding that: “If this isn't enough, my son
Gary will provide the rest.”

Mr. Rybal promptly purchased 31 air con-
ditioners; Mr. Cosimo installed them in the rooms,
and I am certain that the residents bless Mr. &
Mrs. Goldberg for making their summer days a little
cooler and more comfortable. They and we hope that
the Goldbergs will continue their tradition for many
more years.
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DAVID J. GOLDBERG
Of Blessed Memory

ver since the time of Solomon and his decision

of the two mothers, we have always looked to

our counselors for wisdom and sage advice.
David Goldberg seemed to fit within this same
category. His quiet manner and impressive
presence made you feel that this was a man you
could lean on. Rely on. Perhaps that is the reason
for his success in his chosed field ... Law. He was
the kind of person who would instantly win the
respect and trust of clients, judges, even opposing
lawyers.

Dave won his way into law school the hard
.way, working in his teen years and graduating from
evening school. Following this, he attended
Columbia Law School, where he was elected Class
President in both his Junior and Senior years.

Already his talent for leadership was making
itself manifest. He became a trial attorney for both
civil and criminal cases, and many of his cases were
reported in the press.

So effective was he that he was elected to the
Presidency of the Jewish Lawyers Guild of New
York State. Deputy Grand Chancellor of Knights of
Pytheus. He was also a man of humanitarian
inclinations and was on the Board of Trustees of
two New York Hospitals and Chairman of the
Board of Directors of the Home of the Aged for 23
years. He was President of Sea Coast Towers East
Social Club for 2 years until his death.

So strenuous was his effort in pursuit of his
career that it affected his health. He moved to
Florida on the advice of his physician. Even here,
though, he coudn't stay away from the law. When
the State Attorney Richard Gerstein's office learned
that he was available, he became a consultant to
the Criminal Justice Division of the State Attorney's
office assisting in the investigation of consumer
frauds. He was a very eloquent protestor against
the ripoffs perpetrated against consumers. He
continued in the office with Janet Reno.

He became a neutral arbitrator in accident
cases with the American Arbitration Association.
Recently, because of the depth of his legal
background, he was chosen to preside at hearings
of misdemeanor and low felony crimes at the Court
House of Meridian Avenue. He was Vice President
of the Florida Chapter of his Law School Alumni
and he was President for 9 years of the Miami
Beach Optimists. He was also expert on Florida
wills and trusts and lectured on them intensively.

He presided as a judge on code violation cases in
the courthouse on Flager Street. His wife, Rose
gave him great moral support.
In a life dedicated to upholding the law, Dave
Goldberg was everything a fine lawyer should be.
He passed away on July 16, 1990.

k k%

The Bialystoker Center and Home sustained a
great loss on the passing of David J. Goldberg, a
good friend and supporter of our instituion.

David J. Goldberg

Mr. Goldberg was involved with the Home
since its beginning. Later on, he became Chairman
of the Board of Directors, a position he held for
twenty-three years. During this time, from 1966-
1968, he accepted, along with Mr. David Sohn and
Mr. Izaak Rybal, the task of remodelling the
building. Even after his retirement to florida, his
committment and support to our institution
continued.

We express sincere sympathy to his wife, Rose
and son, Gary and family. May they know of only
happy occasions from now on.

We wish them a New Year filled with good
health.

Izaak Rybal

Exec. Director

Sam Solasz
President
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JACOB HECHT, NOTED
RABBI, DEAD AT 66

abbi Jacob J. Hecht, spiritual leader of

Congregation Yeshiva Meir Simcha HaCohen

in East Flatbush, Brooklyn, and a prominent
official in the Chabad-Lubavitch chasidic movement,
has died at 66.

Hecht died of heart failure on August S5th while
dining with campers at Camp Emunah, a Lubavitch
summer camp for girls in Greenfield Park. He was
founder and director of the camp.

Rabbi Jacob J. Hecht 57t

Burial was at Old Montefiore Cemetery in
Springfield Gardens, Queens, following services at
770 Eastern, Parkway, the headquarters of Chabad.

Hecht served for 44 years as executive vice
president of the National Committee for the
Furtherance of Jewish Education, a Lubavitch
organization that sponsors more than 50
educational and social outreach programs in
metropolitan New York.

The rabbi was dean of two schools in the
Crown Heightrs section, Hadar Hatorah Rabbinical

BIALYSTOKER LADIES
AUXILIARY

The Bialystoker Ladies Auxiliary suffered a
great loss, when our President Rose Finkelstein,
who was an inspiration to our organization for so
many years, passed away.

As the newly elected President, I wish to
follow in the footsteps of our past president, and am
fortunate to have the membership rally around me,
so that we continue our work on behalf of the
elderly in the Home.

Last June we held our spring Bazaar. The work
was hard, but the results were most gratifying. We
wish to thank all the firms who contributed
merchandise, and to the staff of volunteers, who
worked so diligently, to make this project a
success. Special thanks to the following members —
Diana Wagman, Betty Zablowitz, Ruth Winston,
Clara Kowolsky, Irene Brenner, Helen Ness,
Regina Feit and Helen Sharron.

On November 5, 1990 we are planning our
winter bazaar. We hope our suppliers will once
again come forward with merchandise. It is with
their good will that we expect to do even better
than the last bazaar.

To all our friends of the Bialystoker Center and
Home, come and join us, become a member of the
Auxiliary. We meet every other Monday, in a
friendly atmosphere, where we enjoy a delicious
lunch and plan our activities for the coming months.

Wishing all our friends of the Bialystoker
Center and Home, and the members of the
Auxiliary, a happy and healthy New Year.

Bialystoker Ladies Auxiliary
Rose Ecker, President

College for Men and Machon Hana Institute of
Higher Learning for Women. He was executive vice
president of the Iranian Jewish Children's Fund.

Hecht was official interpreter for broadcasts of
Rabbi Menachem M. Schneerson, the Lubavitcher
rebbe, and hosted a weekly radio program on
WEVD-AM.

Hecht was the author of two books,
“Brimstone and Fire”, and “A Book of Sermons
and Essays on Judaism,” as well as 17 volumes of
“Teacher's Guides,” a textbook used by teachers of
religion, youth leaders and camp counselors.
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ROSH HASHANA AND YOM KIPPUR
SERVICES

Rosh Hashana services will commence Wed.
evening, September 19, 1990. First day, Thurs.
September 20, second day, Fri. September 21.

* ok 3k

Yom Kippur services: Kol Nidrei — Fri. evening,
Sept. 28, 1990. Yom Kippur Day, Sat. Sept. 29,
1990 and Yizkor — at about noon.

* 0ok 3k

SUCCOTH AND FESTIVALS

Succoth: Erev Succoth, Oct. 3, 1990, Wed. First
day, Thurs. Oct. 4, 1990, second day, Fri. Oct. 5,
1990, Shemini Atzereth and Yizkor, Thurs. Oct. 11,
1990, Simchat Torah, Fri. Oct. 12, 1990.

L A, R

ANNUAL CHANUKAH PARTY,
CONCERT AND DINNER

Our traditional (this year) Chanukah Party,
concert and dinner, will be celebrated on Sunday,
Dec. 9, 1990. According to our Home's custom,, at
the party, members and guests light menorahs in
commemoration of the miracle of survival of our
people in spite of the designs for extermination of
our race and religion. Please, reserve the date and
celebrate with us.

PURIM — ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP
MEETING AND PARTY

The annual membership meeting and party of
the Bialystoker Center and Home will be held on
Sunday, March 3, 1991, in our auditorium, at 228
East Broadway, New York City. All members are
asked to participate and vote for a slate of officers
to the Board of Directors for the year.

Our purim Seuda and Party will be celebrated
following the meeting. Hamentashen and many
delicacies will be served. We assure you of an
exciting musical program in Purimdik fashion.

BIALYSTOKER-GRODNER
MEMORIAL OBSERVANCE,
SUNDAY, APRIL 14, 1991

Traditionally, the Bialystoker and Grodner
Landsleit will conduct their ANNUAL MEMORIAL
OBSERVANCE — in REVERENCE OF THEIR
HOLOCAUST KEDOSHIM on SUNDAY April 14,
1991, at 2:00 p.m. in the auditorium of the Bialys-
toker Center, 228 East Broadway.

We anticipate that the solemn occasion will
draw a large attendance of our people, old and
young, which it well merits. A suitable program will
be arranged. More information will be forthcoming.
Please, reserve the date.

* ok *

ANNUAL MEMORIAL MEETING
OF BIALYSTOKER AND GRODNER
AND VICINITY — MIAMI BEACH

The Bialystoker and Grodner and friends from
Vicinity of Miami Beach will conduct the annual
Memorial Meeting, in commemoration of ninety
thousand martyred Jews of Bialystok and Grodno,
our unforgettable Kedoshim.

The Memorial will take place, Sunday,
February 10, 1991, at 2:00 p.m. An appropriate
progrim is in the planning, with the participation of
speakers and a cantor of repute who will chant the
proper prayers.

All bialystoker and Grodner in Miami Beach
and those who will be vacationing there at the time
are cordially invited to join us in this very meaning-
ful observance for our beloved Kedoshim.

CALENDAR OF COMING EVENTS

1. Annual Chanukah Party, Concert and Dinner,
Sunday, December 9, 1990.

2. Annual Purim Party, Concert and Dinner —
Annual Membership Meeting, Sunday, March 3,
1991.

3. BIALYSTOKER-GRODNER YIZKOR-
MEMORIAL, Sunday, April 14, 1991.

BUY AND HELP US
PUBLICIZE THE GREAT

NEW BIALYSTOKER
MEMORIAL BOOK
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Service award presented to Marta
Okon on behalf of our annual
Allied Jewish Appeal Drive for
the Association of Jewish

Holocaust Survivors in

Philadelphia, presenting the award

is Harry Bass, coordinator and
looking on is Marta's husband Eli

Okon

Marta and Eli Okon of Philadelphia proudly
announce the celebration of their granddaughter’s
Meredith V. Okon’s Batmitzvah on March 31, 1990
in Cherry Hill, N.J. Meredith’s proud parents are
Dr. and Mrs. Joel Okon, she also has two brothers,
Joshua and David.

Meredith V. Okon

The Bialystoker Center and Home wish the
Okon family mazeltov! on this wonderful occasion.
May we hear of many such happy times and may
you see Nachas from your children and
grandchildren.

To The Editor of The Bialystoker Stimme

Dear Friend Izaak Rybal:

In conjunction with the publication of the
“Vashilkover Yizkor Book,” I would like to ask you
to print the following notice in the next issue of the
“Bialystoker Stimme.”

The Bialystoker Center in Melbourne informs
all its “Landsleit” from Vashilkov, Bialystok and
other friends, that during the days of the Jewish
New Year — Rosh Hashana (1990), the long
awaited “Vashilkover Yizkor Book” will be
published in Yiddish with a summary in English.

This is an important edition by the author Leon
Mendelewicz, who includes the history of the town
of his origin to the horrible holocaust and

destruction. There the folksy lifestyle, types,
episodes and occurrences, as well as the deep faith
in Jewish continuity and endurance are expressed.
We also find historic and timely works, which
should uplift the Jewish morale.

The book is bound in hard covers and contains
a great many photographs and documents written in
our familiar homey language.

In publishing the “Vashilkover Yizkor Book,”
we enrich our historical literature on the lives and
works of the Jewish settlement on Polish soil.

For more details about the “Vashilkover
Yizkor Book” you may write in Yiddish, English,
Hebrew or Polish to:

Mr. Leon Mendelewicz, 63 Celia Street,
Burwood Vic. 3125, Australia.
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Mr. Izaak Rybal

Executive Director
Bialystoker Center and Home
for the Aged

228 East Broadway

New York, NY 10002

Dear Mr. Rybal:

I would be remiss if I did not take this moment
to extend my warm congratulations to you on your
selection as the recipient of the “Humanitarian
Award” by the National Committee for the
Furtherance of Jewish Education. It is an
outstanding honor and one, I am sure, you are
extremely proud of.

As a life-long resident of the Lower East Side
Community, as well as its legislative
representative for these many years, to be
recognized for such outstanding accomplishments. I
am extremely proud to have you both as a
constituent and friend and wish you many more
years of such wonderful work.

Once again, congratulations and best wishes.

Very truly yours,

Sheldon Silver
Member of Assembly

MANYA AND TIBOR MELECH
SCHOENFELD HONORED AT
BANQUET BY DAYAN CLUB

The Dayan Club, Pelham Parkway District of
the Zionist Organization in America, has always
excelled in its help for the State of Israel. This year
they undertook a new project — a sport center in
Amnon, in Galil Ha-elyon, which will serve as a
center for physical development for 12 settlements
in the region.

Sunday June 3rd a gala banquet took place at
which Manya and Tibor Melech Schoenfeld were
honored. Manya and Tibor Melech are survivors of
the holocaust, active in Jewish communal life in
New York. They helped in great measure to raise
the sum of $150,000 for the erection of the sport
center.

The banquet was opened by Ruby Zaruches,
Chairman of the Banquet. Mr. Charles Schwecher,
President of the Dayan Club, greeted the large
audience and made the appeal. Friend Israel
Amitay, prominent journalist, gave a complete
report of the current situation in and around Israel.

Responsible for the success of the event in
great measure were the following committee
members: Adam Ash, who is very popular with the
members; Bernie Berger, Morris Dombrover,
Joseph Feldshuh, Fay Mizus and Lazar Spieler.

In addition to the generous contributions made
by the Schoenfeld Family, others were received
from the Dayan Club, Mr. and Mrs. Mike Kremer
and the Bialystoker Center through Izaak Rybal.

SENATOR DANIEL MOYNIHAN
DISCUSSES CHABAD PLANS
IN GREAT NECK

Senator Daniel Moynihan (Democrat from New
York) recently met with Rabbi Yossi Geishinsky,
Director of Chabad in Great Neck, and Philip
Machnikoff, C.P.A., Director. They discussed the
plans and activities of Chabad in Great Neck. The
Senator was greatly interested in the large number
of planned events and especially the educational
lectures which have already been prepared.

On the photo, from left to right: Harav Yossi
Geishinsky, Sen. Daniel Moynihan and Philip
Machnikoff.

Rabbi Yossi Geisinsky, Senator Daniel Moyniham
and Phillip Machnikoff
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

THANKS FOR THE
“BIALYSTOKER STIMME”

Dear Friends Mr. and Mrs. Rybal,

Peace be with you!

First of all, thank you for the ten issues of the
“Bialystoker Stimme,” which you sent. They were
immediately snapped up. Two issues I sent to
Grodno and two I placed in the Franz Kurski
Library. In the reading room of that library many of
our people come and read them with pleasure. There
are Bialystoker here, who see the journal for the
first time. They did not even know that such a
journal exists.

I am enclosing an article about “Life in
Grodno,” told by our “landsleit” who returned from
a trip to Grodno recently. I believe that the article
will be of interest to our landsmen in the world. In a
separate letter, I shall send you an article and an
obituary about our recently deceased friend Yudl
Freidovitch, who was active in the Grodno Club in
New York. I ask you, if at all possible, to print
these two articles in your/our “Bialystoker
Stimme.”

In view of the forthcoming New Year, I wish
you and all my Grodno “Landsleit” throughout the
world, that the coming year should be one of health
and peace in Israel and everywhere in the world.

With sincere regards to you and Molly,

Your Friend,

I Drasnick
®

This is translated from a Polish newspaper

Bialystoker Center

The head of the Bialystoker Center and Home
for the Aged is Executive Director, Izaak Rybal
(Rybalowski), very well liked by all residents and
office staff; born in Bialystok and a very well known
figure in our old Bialystok.

The residents of the Home are supervised by a
skilled nurse, Mrs. Anderson who takes care of the
medical problems. The Home is surrounded by a
small park which is very well kept.

Among the patients of the Home there are only
a few Bialystoker, but the name of our native town
is written with large letters on the top of the
entrance as a symbol of our cultural past. religious
and moral responsibility of the past and future.

Lucyna Aleksandrowicz, Pedich

UNIVERSITY OF MASSACHUSETTS

Izaak Rybal
Bialystoker Center
228 East Broadway
New York, NY 10002

Dear Izaak Rybal

We want to thank you for the time you spend
with us discussing the Bialystoker memorial book.
As you know, we are studying the writing and
publishing of these books and are grateful for the
information you gave us.

As we listened to you talk and as we looked at
the Bialystoker memorial book, it became clear to
us that the Jewish community of Bialystok had a
great deal of love for each other and pride in their
accomplishments. Your memorial book expresses
this love and pride quite beautifully. The strength of
the Bialystoker community stands as an example to
all Jewish people. We thank you for sharing this
with us.

We are countinuing our study and hope to
gather information from anyone who wrote
something for a memorial book, submitted some-
thing, or otherwise helped out. We would be very
grateful if you would let people know of our efforts.

If you know of anyone else who helped to write
the memorial book and would be willing to share
their experiences, please have them write or call us.

Sincerely

David Bloome, Ph.D.
Division Chair, School of Education

Rosemary Horowitz
Reading and Writing Program
School of Education

NATHAN HELLER DIED

We are sorry to inform you of the passing of one
of our life-long members, Nathan Heller.

Nathan Heller passed away at the age of 90 on
July 20, 1990, at his home in the Bronx. He was a
life-long member of the Bialystoker Center and
Home. His father, Zalman Heller was one of the
founders of the organization. He leaves behind his
widow, Rose Heller.

We mourn his passing.
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A 13 YEAR OLD GIRL LEARNS
ABOUT THE HOLOCAUST

® By Sol Krim

n the month of May, Mr. Klein, our synagogue

President, told me a secret and he also had a

request to make. His 13 year old daughter,
Feygele, who attends the Prospect Park Yeshiva,
had to write a composition on the Holocaust, about
a city in Poland. Perhaps I know where she can
locate a book depicting the tragedy of the
Holocaust? I answered that I have a copy of the
great “Bialystoker Yizkor Book™” which describes
the rise and demise of my city in Poland. I indicated
that I would gladly lend it to his daughter.

I want to translate a summary of what this 13
year old Feygele Klein felt while reading the
“Bialystoker Yizkor Book.” She wrote about it in a
14 page report, for which she received an “A)”
which she justly deserved.

“Bialystok, Poland, as a 500 year old history of
Jewish Life. It was a center for the study of Torah
and Jewish education. Commercially, Bialystok
grew from year to year.

The Jews of Bialystok happily lived a
traditional Jewish lifestyle, with weddings, children,
ensuring future generations. They also buried their
departed grandparents respectably.

This fine moral way of life ended as abruptly as
a bol of lightening, when the savage Germans
started their march on Poland at the beginning of
the Second World War. This was the tragic end of
the city of Bialystok in Poland.

The small number, who miraculously survived,
the remnants of the 60,000 Jews, who lived in
Bialystok, exerted all efforts to return to their city,
their roots, in the hope that they would find some
members of their family; perhaps one of them
survived; perhaps they had hidden out in the fields
or forests or in the homes of Gentiles?
Unfortunately, however, they found no one.

It was simply impossible to remain in
Bialystok. The survivors were hopeless, without
family, surrounded only by destruction and problems
and pain. Finally they all decided to wander out and
set out for all parts of the world. The greatest
number came to America, many went to Israel, still
others to Australia and Argentina.

Here, in America, everyone settled-in well, but
they never forgot their beloved Bialystok, the city of
their youth. They also swore never to forget their
close ones, whom they lost in the Holocaust.

At this end they joined the Bialystoker Center
and Home, which they helped to support. They also
contribute to other institutions of Bialystok and
vicinity, especially those in Israel.

The Jewish of Bialystok have shown the world
that, despite the fact that they suffered the
purgatory of pain, they never lost their Jewish faith.
They, and all the Jewish throughout the world, have
erected new homes, established new families, built
Hebrew schools and synagogues for future
generations. This is the eternal light, the courage of
the Jewish People.

Feygele Klein

The Bialystoker Center unites all the
“landsleit” all over the world via the “Bialystoker
Shtimme,” which appears twice a year, and through
its great “Yizkor Book.” Each year, the Jews of
Bialystok, Grodno and vicinity gather on the Day of
Remembrance, when the martyrs, brothers and
sisters, who died for the sake of Kiddush Hashem,
are honored and remembered. They express the
hope, that such savagery will never ever again
occur and that Jewish suffering will bring our Savior,
Moshiah Ben David, in our times.”

Become Members of the Bialystoker Center
and Home for the Aged
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“PEACE IN THE NEW YEAR”
IN AVERY FISHER HALL

he annual concerts, which are traditionally

arranged by the Bialystoker Center, Home and

Infirmary for the Aged, have evolved into
events of high artistic levels, with the participation
of a number of “stars” of the Yiddish and American
theatre and concert stage.

This year’s program, a musical review in
Yiddish, Hebrew and English, was laden with
multicolored melodies emanating from The State of
Israel, beloved Yiddish folksongs as well as
English tunes, all dedicated to our dear, beloved
Eretz Israel.

The audience extended a warm greeting to the
President and Executive Director of the Bialystoker
Center and Home, Sam Solasz and Izaak Rybal.

The filled-to-capacity audience at Avery Fisher
Hall experienced great pleasure from the event and
spontaneously expressed their appreciation to the
artists, who created such an outstandingly warm
atmosphere by their performances.

The appearance of Claire Barry especially, with
her renditions of a cascade of Yiddish Hebrew and
English songs in her inimitable artistic interpre-
tation, her highly professional artistry, her unique
talent, impressed the audience, who reacted with
stormy ovations, acknowledging the great and still
fresh talent of this popular Jewish singer.

We must also acknowledge Ms. Barry’s
successful choice of songs from her vast repertoire.

The internationally known, beloved actor, Mike |

Burstyn, who currently resides in Israel, caused the
audience to laugh most heartily. His jokes in every
language, his humor and imitations and his varied
program, were balm to those who were in the
audience. The New York Jews, who thirst for
Yiddish humor, songs which speak to the heart,
witty scenes and imitations, were witnesses to a
well-deserved success.

Mike Burstyn proved to be a highly talented
actor with a wonderful voice.

The violin virtuoso, Sasha Tormas, demon-
strated with his expertise and technique his total
understanding of how to cause his violin to express
his music and his will. It is difficult to find a violin
virtuoso, who understands, as this one, how to win
the affection of the large and appreciative audience.

A world of humorous episodes were presented
by the comedian Bernie Berns, who, in genuine
Jewish informality and understanding, poked fun at
the negative events in our lives.

We applaud the orchestra, conducted by Sol
Sicari, for their fine accompaniment for the guest
artists and Mr. Sicari for his solo performances. The
professional decorum and totality of the music and
the general program, were most impressive.

Most deserving of appreciation for the concert
is the Executive Director, Izaak Rybal, as well as
Mrs. Ada Einhorn, whose untiring efforts and
energies were directed to providing such an
unforgettable event.

Shimon Feiginoff

PERLES ALBERT KOENIG & BEALE
ATTORNEYS AND CONSELORS AT LAW
950 THIRD AVENUE
NEW YORK, N.Y. 10022
(212) 756-3700

September 18, 1990
Mr. Izaak Rybal
Executive Director
Bialystoker Home for the Aged
228 East Broadway
New York, NY 10002

Dear Mr. Rybal

There is always the mental picture of our
background and family ties when the exciting and
warm voice of Claire Barry reaches out to touch our
hearts. I am sure that her recent performance at the
Bialystoker auditorium brought back memories of
many yesterdays to the appreciative audience. In a
flash, her presentation carries us back to the days
when we first heard the songs of our parents. Her
performance fills us with love and reminds us of
tradition.

As I write this, my memory recalls the
wonderful times as a child, when with my parents
and four older brothers, I was taken to the
Bialystoker “affairs.” The reason I was taken along
was because those were the days before “baby
sitters.”

I thank Claire Barry for bringing back to me the
memory of being a Bialystoker. To all of our
Bialystoker family, wherever they are, may they
always know freedom, love, good health and, most
of all, be under the umbrella of G-d.

A Happy New Year,

Jerome A. Perles
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A VISIT TO BIALYSTOK

group of Jews and Frenchmen. Among others,

we also visited Auschwitz, which made a
shocking impression on all of us. I took this
opportunity to take a taxi from Warsaw to
Bialystok, where I had not been since 1943,
following the liquidation of the ghetto.

There 1 saw a sad picture of what remained of
beautiful, vibrant Bialystok. The city really did grow
— from the 120 thousand inhabitants who lived there
before the war, there are now 250,000. They built
huge houses, pressed close together, but without
taste. Despite the small changes, the Poles are
depressed, sad.

The beautiful streets of Bialystok are not to be
recognized. Gone is the fish market and Piaskes
where I lived. I looked for Plutonova Street, near
the barracks, but nothing remained. The names of
the streets, where we lived, have changed. Older
Poles still remember them a little and speak with
nostalgia about those times.

Only the entrance to Bialystok looks as it
should, but when we arrived at the station, we felt
sad, I wanted to buy a map of Bialystok, but could
not get one for any amount of money. The chauffeur
we hired came from Warsaw so we had to search a
long time before we could find anything. Everything
we saw made a sad impression on us, but one thing
touched me deeply, moved me to tears.

I went to what had been the cemetery on Zabia
Street, where there is a stone monument engraved
in Polish stating that there rests the ashes of 3500
murdered Jews. From afar we saw children there
and I trembled. I thought they were playing on such
holy ground. But when we came closer, we saw that
the children were laying flowers and lighting
candles in small cans and I felt my throat tighten
and I burst out crying like a small child. Because
actually, on this site, after the liberation, they dug
up the bodies of small children who were brought
from the Jewish hospital during the liquidation of the
ghetto. And among the exhumed children was one
of mine, a baby, only a few weeks old, whom we
had left at the hospital ...

This was the most difficult moment I ever expe-
rienced, after my visit to Auschwitz, Birkenau and
Majdanek.

Of course, we also visited the cemetery of Bag-
notka, where there are many monuments — still
intact and with difficulty you can read the names;
many have already sunk deep into the earth, and

R ecently I visited Poland together with a large

® By Sh. Zabuski
Paris

Martyrs at Majdanek

one can see only the upper part; and many, very
many broken ones, which tore at my heart. There I
found what I was looking for — the monument. One
sees the names clearly, but if it is not taken care of
properly, in time it will become neglected and
destroyed.

I spent only a few hours in Bialystok, because
the ride from Warsaw took three hourse onw way.
Unfortunately, I didn’t have enough time to see the
few Jews who still live there. I hope, however, to go
again and to see to it that I bring some order to
what still remains there of our families.

Become Members of the Bialystoker Center
and Home for the Aged
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have been stopped, if there had not been young
people, who participated in them, who had been
incited by slogans of revenge. Polish youth! Don’t
permit yourselves to be involved in disturbances,
which are organized by characters, whose aim is
only to beat and rob. Poland demands the greatest
efforts on behalf of the entire society to instill peace
and order. Polish mothers! You have given Poland
your sons in the struggle for independence. Don’t
allow your children to become enmeshed in barbaric
disturbances which will cause them to be stained.
Unpermittable performances, no matter which side
it comes from will be stifled with all our might.
Victor Misky,
City President”

The City President’s appeal made a good
impression on the Jewish population. Contrarily he
caused dissatisfaction among part of the Polish
society, especially because of the fact that he
reprimanded the school-youth for participating in the
pogrom. Later, there began to appear anti-semitic
signs, written on drawing paper used in the schools
saying: “It has already begun,” “Jews, leave the
Polish house,” and others. The Police, who was
powerless during the pogrom, now showed its
strength in disposing the signs.

Upon recovering somewhat from the horrible
pogrom, the Grodno Jews began to organize
themselves in order to present an opposition in the
event of a second pogrom. In the Jewish area, in the
“shul” courtyard, the police again showed its
power. During the night of Saturday to Sunday, they
arrested 13 Jews in the “shul” courtyard and in
Bregman’s “Bet-Medrash” on Mietchanska Street.
With Commissar Newman in the lead, the police
murderously beat the Jews, adding, “They have
beaten you too little.”

Two Jewish lawyers, Firstenberg and
Lachman, took a great interest in the destiny of the
arrested Jews. After serving for 2 days, the Jews
were freed. The arrest made a deep impression on
the unprotected Jewish population in Grodno.

* k%

Several days following the pogrom, provocative
rumors began to spread in the city. Among them:
On Dominikanska Street, a Jewish girl allegedly
stabbed a Polish captain; a Jew from Grondzitska
Street, by the name of Snarsky, allegedly beat
several Gentiles as well as a postman; the Jews
broke the windows of the Frantsiskaner Church;
and that the Jews are preparing to throw a bomb
into the “Bozhetsialo” procession, which was to
take place shortly.

Of course, this all proved to be untrue
eventually. It did not, however, stop the hooligans
from sowing hatred and malice against the Grodno
Jewish population.

* ok 3k

The first Jewish victim, Israel Berezovsky, died
in the hospital on the second day after the pogrom.
The government set the funeral to take place on
Tuesday, June 12, 1935, at 5 o’clock in the morning,
taking the shortest way, by means of side streets,
from the hospital to the cemetery. First came the
Jewish businessmen of Grodno, who arranged the
funeral; the chairman — Trop-Krinsky, A. Yezersky,
Lawyer Zaday, D. Alperstein, Rubintchik and
Braderwein. A group begins to assemble. Police and
gendarmerie appear in considerable numbers in the
hospital courtyard and the surrounding area. The
chief of security, H. Kashevski, also came.

It was already almost 5:30 A.M. and the Police
Commissar was in a hurry to begin the funeral. A
large group follows the coffin slowly, step by step,
to the cemetery on Grandzitsky. There, a larger
crowd is already waiting, totalling about 2,000
people, who came to pay their last respects to the
innocent victim. As they lowered the corpse into the
grave, the chairman Trop-Krinsky makes the eulogy.
Among others, he said, “This is no speech, only a
bitter scream of pain. As a result of our blood and
tears, the world shudders. It isn’t the child of the
unlucky family who has fallen, it is our — everyone’s
— child, a victim for all Grodno Jews.

After the eulogy, the Kehilah chairman says
Kaddish in the name of the entire Grodno
population. Young and old, men and women, mourn
the misfortune, which has so unexpectedly and
painfully descended on the entire Jewish population
of Grodno. Following this, the chairman proclaims a
week of mourning. The assembled begin to disperse
while still under the strong influence of the
remarkable mourning — demonstration. The victim
remained in his eternal rest and as a sign of
mourning, throughout the entire city, without any
sort of command, all the Jewish businesses were
closed for half a day.

All this occurred in 1935, without knowing that
7 or 8 years later such a huge tragedy would take
place; when the survivors of the pogrom together
with close to 30,000 Jews in Grodno, would be
destroyed by the Nazi beasts and their assistants,
the Polish hooligans of the Shvuot — Pogrom in
Grodno.

Become Members of the Bialystoker Center
and Home for the Aged
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the entire city. The incited angry mob raged on
Yeruzalimska, Brigidska, Platz Batory, Napo-
leonska, Mostova, Podol, Mieshtshanska, Slo-
bodke, Ozheshkova and others.

Because of the Shvuot holiday, the streets
were full of strolling Jews and the Pogromites beat
whomever they came across, even the tiny babies
in the carriages, whom their mothers were taking
for a walk. The whole city was overcome by panic.
Jews tried to hide wherever they could and one
couldn’t find a policeman under any circumstances
anywhere. Military people walked the streets
quietly and when the Jews appealed to them for
help, they answered that they had not received any
orders to do so.

The government representatives were
bewildered. The “Starosta” was also afraid to go
out into the streets and when the heads of the
Kehilah appealed to him on the telephone, to do
something, he answered angrily: “I won’t permit
you to meddle in my affairs.”

For three hours, the hooligans wreaked havoc
without any resistance. They beat, broke windows,
stole from stores and private homes, as much as
they could. The situation worsened because of the
fact that, in addition to the wild band, the sewer
workers, who were installing the sewage system in
the city, also joined in.

The Jewish representatives then appealed to
the city President, Misky, himself a military person.
He was successful in prevailing upon the military
authority to send gendarmes into the streets. Only
then did the rowdies disperse. It seemed that the
organizers of the pogrom were better prepared than
the government, because on that same day, at
about 10 o’clock at night, the rowdies entered the
suburb, beyond the bridge. There they raged until 2
A.M. and made an even greater pogrom than they
did in the city. The “Staroste” later gave the alibi,
that a larger number of the Grodno police force was
then out of the city at another location.

For seven hours, the pogrom lasted, during
which time the Jewish inhabitants of Grodno were
completely unprotected. The only area which the
hooligans avoided entering, was the “Shul”
courtyard the “Troytse,” where, primarily, Jewish
butchers, porters and draymen lived. The
pogromites knew well, that there they would meet
opposition and would probably not leave intact.

Following the pogrom, the police brought the
Jewish wounded to the Jewish Hospital. They were:
Hirsh Greenbloom, 23 years old, who received a
knife wouund to his head on Pierocki Boulevard;
Leibl Butshinsky, 39 years old (he died recently in a
kibbutz in Israel); Izaak Leipinski, 24 years old,

Shlomo Pozniak, Jacob Rodinsky, 36 years old;
Gedalye Becher, 52 years old, mercilessly beaten
by the hooligans on the corner of Vilensky, and died
a few days later as a result of his wounds; Yosl
Berezovsky, 21 years old, son of the conducter of
the large “Shul,” who died two days later; Esther
Andres, 43 years old, beaten, together with her
husband, the Hebrew literary figure Ben-Avram;
Shmuel Kleinbart, 26 years old; Berl Achun, the
goalkeeper of the “Maccabees”; Abraham Burde,
22 years old.

The Jewish doctors, who treated the wounded,
were: Finkel, Lipnick, Bloomshteyn, Neiman,
Butensky (suburb), Seinensky. They treated more
than 50 Jews, but, as noted, two of them died. May
their memory be honored.

C A

Several descriptions of the wild fury: a band of
15 rowdies surrounded the Jewish house and shop
of Cantor. With axes, they demolished the doors,
destroyed all the furniture and stole belongings,
clothes and other objects. The Cantor Family,
consisting of 4 people, escaped, via the back door,
to a neighbor, a Polish officer, who hid them in the
bathroom. The rowdies came to the Polak and
demanded to be shown where the Jews were
hidden. The officer gave them his “word of honor”
that the Jews ran away. Only then did the
gangsters leave. It’s important to mention, that
Cantor’s 14 year old son suffered a nervous
breakdown as a result of his experiences.

In the suburb, at Handelsman’s, the gang
broke down the door with axes. Handelsman went
out to them and offered them 500 zlotys to leave
him alone. But the gangsters answered that they
wanted both the money and the lives of the Jews.
The rich Jew hid in the courtyard until things calmed
down.

At Shmuckler’s store on Brigidska Street, the
hooligans caused a terrible destruction. On the main
street, Dominikansks, they broke all the display
windows of the Jewish stores and dragged out the
wares. Taking part in the pogrom were gymnasium
students, who stood side by side with the “heroes”
of the underworld. Christian women went with
bags, collecting the loot.

L Gl BT -

Only on the morrow, Saturday, the 8th of June,
did the government send police to keep order. The
City President also announced to the populace,
among others; “In our city, certain things occurred
on Friday, which have no equal in the beautiful
tradition of Grodno. These unrests could easily
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history of Marxism-Leninism was taught previous-
ly.

After receiving its “freedom” the Jewish
population in Grodno organized and created a
committee. As chairman, Chankin, who comes from
a small town near Grodno, was chosen. As we
learn, many Jews attended the first meeting, even
those who never even identified themselves as
Jews and for the first time discovered a Jewish
environment.

The Jews of Grodno have, for the first time,
celebrated the Passover Holiday with matzos, wine
and other traditional dishes. The “Sochnut” in
Israel, sent a special representative by the name of
Raffeld to Grodno, who brought with him gifts for
250 Jews. As a result, more than that number were
not invited to the Seder. It was conducted in Heb-
rew and Grisha Chosid translated the Hagoda into
Russian. It is to be hoped that next year the Seder
will be better prepared and will permit the attend-
ance of more Jews.

For the first time, too, the Grodno Jews
arranged an evening dedicated to the Holocaust,
which took place on April 22. In an interview which
I had with one of the organizers, who came to Israel
as a tourist (for certain reasons I am omitting his
name,) I suggested they plan this memorial for
April 19, which is the symbolic date of the uprising
in the Warsaw Ghetto, or a week before Purim,
when the Grodno Ghetto was liquidated. He said he
would take this under consideration.

In reply to my last question: What were the
reasons for the rush to leave everything behind and
run from Russia in general and especially from
Grodno? The answer was simply — Antisemitism.
The hatred towards Jews was earlier also great
enough, but today they (the Jews) are frightened.
Today they speak openly against the Jews. In
Grodno it is not felt so strongly yet, but the
discrimination is great. You see no Jews employed
in any institution or govenrment agencies. They are
“Yidn reyn” (clean of Jews).

The youth feels that it has no future there.
Most of the Jewish Young people are well
educated: doctors, engineers and other
professionals — and they try to leave the
“Paradise,” the sooner, the better. Of course, their
parents help them, give them their blessings or
even leave Grodno with their children.

This is the sum total of our once beautiful
Jewish home-city — Grodno.

Become Members of the Bialystoker Center

and Home for the Aged

BLOODY “SHVUOT”
IN GRODNO IN 1935

® By I. Drasnick
Ramat-Gan, Israel

t is now 55 years since that mournful Shvuot

Day. The huge pogrom in which two Jews were

killed and 50 were wounded. With this article, I
would like to refresh the memory of my Grodno
landsleit and simultaneously to erect a monument
to the memory of those innocent victims.

During the night of June 4, 1935, in the Jewish
dance-hall belonging to I. Reiser, a sharp argument
arose over a girl, a Jewish boy and a Gentile one.
Upon leaving the dance-hall, while out in the street,
the argument went from words to actions. A fight
broke out; the Jewish boy drew out a knife and
wounded the Gentile. He died on the way to the
hospital.

The young Gentile had served in the Navy and
various trouble makers started an incitement,
stating that Jews murdered a Polish military person.
The police immediately arrested the Jewish stabber
and it appeared that with this, the sorrowful
incident would come to an end.

The funeral of the young Gentile was slated to
take place of Friday, June 7. That morning, rumors
rang through the city, that disturbances were about
to occur. When the funeral cortege began to move
from Brigidska Street, the 29 year old Hirsh Atlas
was lightly wounded by a knife.

Despite this, the Jewish population was calm
during those days. The same day, the sport-club
“Maccabee” left to participate in a contest in
Bialystok and many Jewish youth organizations left
on excursions into the forests around Grodno. The
Grodno Police had, for the funeral of the Gentile,
appointed a small number of policemen and secret
agents. Participating in it was a crowd of a
thousand, among them many “Endekes” and
members of the uderworld.

Right after the funeral ceremony, a large group,
who had previously been well organized, summoned
the crowd to avenge themselves on the Jews. The
few policemen were literally helpless, and the
rowdies also made fun to them. Around 7 P.M,, a
multitude of several hundred rushed from the
cemetery into the city. The police didn’t even
attempt to block their way and this encouraged the
rowdies.

They divided up into groups and set out for the
Jews. In half an hour, the rowdies took over almost
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HOW DOES OUR BIRTH-CITY GRODNO LOOK TODAY?

ith the current large Aliyah to Israel, there

arrived also Jews from Grodno, many

tourists, too, came from Grodno, and
through them we had the opportunity of receiving
regards from our old city of our birth. Grodno, after
the horrible World War, quickly and broadly rebuilt
itself, more so than other cities which had been
destroyed. Unfortunately, it has remained virtually
without Jews.

Prior to the outbreak of World War II, Grodno
contained a population of close to 60,000
inhabitants. Among them were 30,000 Jews. Today
the population counts 280,000, but the number of
Jews is very small.

Of the one-time Grodno Jews, there still remain
in the city a few dozen. After the War, Jews from
neighboring towns, as well as from Russia, arrived
in Grodno. Today there are about 1500 Jews
residing in Grodno; in the surrounding regions, there
are another 1000 Jews, totalling about 2,500 Jews.

Many of those who came from Grodno and still
remember the city well, will probably ask: Where
are more than 1/4 of a million people living? The
answer is, the old city remained as it was. The
houses which had remained intact, still stand and
the damaged ones have been rebuilt. This is only
part of the city. It expanded as far as Fishki and
Lososne, where they constructed new develop-
ments of tall houses, and that's where the larger
percentage of the population resides.

In order to connect the old city with the new, as
well as the surrounding peripheries, more that 200
buses and trolley-buses cruise; the whole city is
strung with electrical lines for the trolley-buses.
Such a large city also needs employment opportun-
ities, so that, in addition to the old factories — the
tobacco factory, the bicycle factory, tanneries and
others, there are newly built larger factories, such
as textiles, auto parts, a factory for ready-made
clothes and many other endeavors.

In the city many schools, high schools, uni-
versities, a medical school and a polytechnic, where
engineers are educated, were erected. Also a large
train station was constructed as well as a new city
theatre. They are the largest and most beautiful in
all of White Russia. Also the old city theatre has
remained standing on the same site and has been
turned into a puppet theatre for children.

Among the Jewish institutions that have
remained almost intact, are the large shul, the city's
Talmud-Torah, the Tarbut School, the Jewish home
for the aged, the hospital (the “Bogodelnia”), and,

® By I. Drasnick,
Ramat-Gan, Israel

in another sense, also the “Vodo Katchke.” The
Jewish cemetery outside of the city is almost
unharmed. Until recently, the Jews would bring their
dear departed once to be buried there. Today, it is
closed, fenced in, and the remaining Jews try to
keep it clean. One can still find the gravestones
there from many years before the war.

This is, more or less, the general picture of
Grodno as it is today. And now, about Jewish life in
Grodno as it is now.

As is generally known, with the arrival of
Gorbachov to power and the introduction of
“Perestroika” and “Glasnost,” a tremendous
change took place, almost a revolution, in the
general life of the Soviet population. This, too, of
course, influenced the life of the Jewish population.

One of the negative changes occurring in the
Soviet Union is, that with this “freedom,” also
antisemitism returned, race hatred and animousity
towards the Jews. For the Jews, this “freedom”
brought a positive development — the revitalization
of the Yiddish culture, connecting with world-Jewry
and the opportunity to emigrate, for those who have
the chance to do so. However, we know that not all
the Jews will be able to emigrate; the greatest
percentage will probably remain there, so that all
attempts are being made to propagate Yiddish
culture and to further Jewish survival there.

Among the previously mentioned 1500 Jews in
Grodno, are those who have already forgotten all
about Judaism, after 70 years since the Russian
Revolution. These are the older people. Of course,
the youth knows nothing of Judaism and they must
begin with the ABC's. Among them are also some,
who experienced the Hitler Tragedy. Before the
war, they were only young children and today they
are the ones who set the pattern in regard to the
Yiddish and Hebrew languages.

In Grodno there were two groups created to
study Yiddish and Hebrew. The teacher of Yiddish
was our old teacher, Zhukovsky, who is prepared to
do this, but regretfully, no students come. Cont-
rarily, Hebrew is taught here by our Grodner Grisha
Chosid, who is a graduate of the Tarbut School of
Prewar Grodno. Attending these classes, which are
given twice a week, are from 10 to 15 students. It is
interesting to note the fact that the Hebrew
students are taught in the same building where the
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ON THE 47th ANNIVERSARY OF THE UPRISING AND
THE DESTRUCTION OF THE BIALYSTOKER GHETTO

ugust 16, 1990, marks the 47th anniversary
A of the heroic uprising in the Bialystoker

Ghetto. It began as a result of the example
set by the glorious Jewish boys and girls of
Warsaw, who, so heroically, fought the strongly
armed Hitler — murderers, whose goal it was to
completely destroy our people.

Since the 16th of August, for more than a week,
they battled furiously against the Fascist enemy,
and didn’t permit themselves to be voluntarily led
to their deaths, to Treblinka aud Majdanek,
presenting a strong resistance, despite their heavy
losses at the hands of an enemy who was armed
“to the teeth,” with all the modern weapons. The
Jewish fighters stood, and fell in an unequal fight.

It started with the hanging of posters on the
walls, which summoned the inhabitants of the
ghetto to gather on Yuroviecka and kupiecka
streets, announcing that one may take along a small
package of the most necessary items. There was a
tumult, a turmoil, because everyone knew that the
final hour was approaching.

Our entire family and neighbors hid in the attic,
believing that the Ghetto will still remain after a
certain number of Jews would be taken. But the
Nazis, together with the Jewish Police, went from
house to house and, whomever they met, who put
up a resistance, was shot on the spot.

We did not remain long in hiding. One after the
other, we crawled out and gathered together with
the rest of the people, until we arrived at the Jewish
hospital where there were already fights taking
place between the Jewish self-defense and the
German beasts.

We immediately noticed that a tank was
burning. It had been ignited by a firebomb (which
was called a “Molotov cocktail”), thrown by a
group of Jewish Partisans who came out of the
forest, breaking down the ghetto fence.

All four corners of the ghetto were burning.
This was to have been the signal to break out of the
ghetto, and to run into the forest in larger numbers.
A reinforcement of new German tanks, however,
which were accompanied by airplanes which sowed
death on the Bialystoker Ghetto, made that
impossible.

To the aid of the Germans, came the
Ukrainians and Lithuanians, who chased us down
Yuraviecka Street, beating us with the butts of their

® By Sh. Zabusky

Paris, France

rifles, and a passing tank crushing the Jews, who
stood in its way, leaving them in a bloody mess.
Thus, more than 50,000 Bialystoker and all the
neighboring city Jews were chased between rows of
Germans and their “helpers,” who were standing a
meter apart from each other. People fell upon each
other. Many lost their minds. Women fainted.
People tore the hair from their heads. And so we
arrived at the large field of Petroski, where we were
made to lay pressed together on the cold earth the
entire day and night, hungry and thirsty, separated
from our families.

At dawn, the Germans chased us to the freight
cars which were already standing by, and again,
horrible scenes took place. Mothers refused to be
separated from their children, and men from their
wives. but the Germans with their rifles in hand
drove younger men and women separately into cars,
and also older people and young children into other
cars. Only a wave of the hand or of the rifle meant
living or dying. The cars were sealed as for animals.

Forty-seven years have passed since the
disastrous Bialystoker tragedy. I mention it today,
like every year, since I took a pledge that as long as
I live, I will write about it each year.

We should bow our heads to the heroism of our
glorious youth and also to the illustrious memory of
the heroes and martyrs, who were gassed in the
crematoria of Treblinka and Auschwitz; to those,
who were shot in the ghetto; to the 3,000 Jews who
were burned alive in the Bialystoker Synagogue.

We pay our respects and give eternal glory to
the heroic fighters, the courageous commanders of
the ghetto, Daniel Moshkovitch, Mordecai
Tenenbaum, Tamaroff, Antony Yakubovitch, the
martyr Itshak Malmed. We honor the thousands of
nameless fighters-for-freedom and for the honor of
the Jewish People.

BUY AND HELP US PUBLICIZE
THE NEW BIALYSTOKER
MEMORIAL BOOK
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FESTIVE OPENING OF THE
SMORGAN FAMILY AUDITORIUM

® By M. EISENBUD

uring the six year existence of the Holocaust

Center, many events and planned construc-

tion projects were realized. Starting with the
first step taken by the museum, the need for more
exhibit space, for a larger lecture hall, took priority.

After purchasing the second building and
transferring the secretariat and working rooms, the
hall was free for increased activities. The solution,
it seemed, was only a temporary one. The project of
connecting the two buildings by adding a two-story
one — seemed to be the answer to our problem.

Thanks to the well-known philanthropies in our
community — the Smorgan Family — it was possible
to realize the project. Now the Holocaust Center
contains a beautiful auditorium with 500 seats,
controlled air-conditioning and heat, movie
equipment for the showing of films. The films
contain, in addition to documentary proof of Nazi
bestiality, also psychological educational motives
which exact the proper reactions from the students.
They are children between the ages of 14 to 18
years, who study in the Australian school system,
and the documentation with which they become
acquainted, enables them to understand what
Nazism means and also why the entire civilized
world rose up to defeat this brown plaque and to
destroy it.

To witness this historic event — the unveiling of
the Smorgan Family Auditorium — close to 1000
people came, as well as important government
personages, such as the Minister Claude Holding,
the Israeli Ambassador Tsvi Kadar, the leader of
the opposition, Andrew Peacock, Lord Mayor of
Caulfield, Mr. Bloom, President of the Jewish
Kehilah Samuel Rosenkrantz, President of the
Zionist Federation, Johnny Baker and other
prominent personalities of the community.

On this occasion also the reconstructed exhibit
of objects and photographs was opened, planned
and expedited by Saba Feniger, according to expert
instructions given by an architects specializing in
museum planning.

The audience which was present expressed its
recognition to the Smorgan Family for their
generosity in solidifying such an important
institution as a holocaust and research center.

The art work in the auditorium, painted by the
famous artist Stephan Knopp, convey (the
holocaust) in subtle colors and symbols, from which

the Jewish tragedy screams out. These paintings
were brought from London by the ex-concentration
camp inmgg, Frank Dobia, and presented as a gift
to the Holocaust Center.

For the development of the Center — and we
stress this — we are grateful to the men and women
who provide the students of the schools with first-
hand information — as ex-inmates of concentration
camps. Their tattooed arms cause a reaction of
confidence and shock, surprised at how these
people con relate their experiences without
breaking down.

On the photographs: Victor Smorgan opens the

Smorgan Family Auditorium. From the right: A.
Goldberg, M. Eisenbud, B. Nisenbaum, A. Freilich, B.
Furmansky, A. Sokolovitch and Mrs. Sonia Weitzman.

At the celebration, acknowledgement was
given to a number of co-workers. We would like to
add to the list of deserving co-workers the names
of: Chana Eisenbud and Mrs. Hertzberg, volunteers
who helped organize the event; Celia Sokolovitch,
the editor of our journal. By subsidizing the
Smorgan Auditorium the family made a noteworthy
contribution to erecting a monument to the Jewish
world which has disappeared and to its innocent
victims of the Nazis.

Become Members of the Bialystoker Center
and Home for the Aged
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MAXIM LITVINOV (WALLACH)
ON HIS 50TH “YORTSAYT”

® By Barukh Boratz

ext year will mark the 50th year since Maxim
Litvinov, famous Communist, longtime Soviet
diplomat and Foreign Minister, passed away.

He was born in 1876 in Bialystok, into a
religious Jewish family. During his childhood, he
studied in a Bialystoker “cheyder,” together with
all the other Jewish boys. Later, he became
involved in the labor-movement and conducted
underground revolutionary propaganda among the
workers. For this activity, he often was arrested
and confined in czarist prisons.

In 1902 he ran away from Russia. He lived in
London, Switzerland and in other countries. There
he became acquainted with Lenin, Trotzky and
Stalin. Other Russian revolutionaries also
established bases there, from which they conducted
their propaganda and, especially, the raising of
funds for the construction of Communism.

Toward this end Stalin, revolver in hand, would
attack the Czarist banks and steal a lot of money
from them. He also involved Litvinov in this action.
He needed someone with an honest face who could
spread the larger denomination currency, such as
1000 Ruble notes, to travel with them to other
countries and exchange them for smaller currency.
This important work made it possible to support the
underground Communist world — movement. The
Paris police, had, however, already cast an eye on
Litvinov; they arrested and imprisoned him in the
Paris prison. Because of his fine ability in French,
he was successful, however, in escaping from the
French gendarms.

Litvinov was also the courier for distributing
and carrying newspapers from abroad to Russia,
through the vast network which he constructed. In
this manner he would also send arms, because the
communists had already begun to prepare
themselves for the revolution in 1917. Later, he
became part of the leadership, together with Lenin,
Trotzky, Stalin and others.

Litvinov served as the Soviet Ambassador to
London, Berlin and other countries. He succeeded in
establishing good relationships abroad and in 1930
he was appointed Foreign Minister of the Soviet
Union.

In 1939, the situation in Europe became very
tense. At that time two blocs were formed: one of
America, England and France; the other of

Germany, Italy and Japan. The latter became very
aggressive and Stalin decided to side with
Germany. He thought that by establishing an
agreement with Germany, he would be successful in
enlarging the Soviet empire and Communism in
Europe. Stalin then deposed his Jewish Prime
Minister, Maxim Litvinov and appointed Molotov in
his place. He knew that Litvinov was against his
politics concerning uniting himself with Nazi-
Germany.

In addition, to Litvinov, Stalin deposed all the
Jews in the foreign ministry. Some of them were
simply murdered and others were exiled to Siberia
and imprisoned. Litvinov, himself, was not bothered

Maxim Litvinov
by Stalin, who felt that he would still come in handy.

As soon as Hitler attacked Russia, Litvinov
once again appeared on the political scene. Stalin
promptly sent him to Washington as ambassador,
to seek help. One of Litvinov’s great accomplish-
ments was actually to get large amounts of credit.
America also gave Soviet Russia a billion dollars
and everything else it needed. Litvinov, the one-
time Jewish boy from Bialystok, knew how to talk
to the American leaders.

After accomplishing the rescue mission, which
saved Russia, and following Hitlers defeat, Litvinov
returns to Moscow. In 1946, he is informed that he
is released from his job and is to be retired with a
pension.

During his final years, Litvinov slept with a
revolver under his pillow. He expected that they
would come to arrest him and then he would commit
suicide.

Litvinov died on December 31, 1951, “Pravda”
carried a small obituary and it was not even
permitted for flowers to be placed on his grave.
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JERUSALEM'S NATIONAL LIBRARY AND UNIVERSITY
HONORS THE NAME OF DR. JOSEPH CHAZANOVITCH 0”H

he National Library and University in

Jerusalem has decided to perpetuate the

memory of our landsman, Dr. Joseph
Chazanovitch 0”h (1844-1919), by naming a wing of
the National Library, containing the manuscripts
section and collections of prominent personalities
such as Prof. Einstein, Zygmund Freud and other
world greats, for him. A suitable inscription is
visible at the entrance of the wing. (Please see
accompanying photo.)

The relationship between Dr. Chazanovitch
and the National Library is as old as the Library
itself. Even in the last century, Dr. Chazanovitch —
while racing around attending to his patients in the
poor streets of Bialystok, dreamed of creating a
library in Eretz Israel, where there could be a
concentration of books on Judaica and other cultural
treasures, gathered from throughout the world.

His wish becomes even more tangible after his
visit to Jerusalem in 1890. On his return, he throws
himself into realizing his goal with all his strength
and all his devices. He collects books and sfarim,
ships them to Jerusalem, to the then already
established Library. During the 20 years of his
activity, the number of books and other material he
sent amounted to tens of thousands, an extremely
significant number for the still young Library.

Since then, the National Library has
experienced many periods. Restlessness, wars,
difficulties as well as growth and development. In
1920, the Library is taken over by the Zionist
Organigation, 5 years later it is incorporated into
the Hebrew University in Jerusalem. Following the
proclamation of the State of Israel in 1948, the
campus on Mt. Scopus is totally surrounded by the
enemy Jordanian powers. The Library containing
half a million books remains cut off from the Jewish
settlement for 19 years, until the liberation in 1967.
In those difficult years, the Library is relocated to
the newly constructed University Campus in Givat
Ram, in a modern equipped building, where it grows
and develops. The treasure of books has now
increased to a total of two million. Today, the
National Library is the most extensive and
important institution of its kind in the whole world.
It is a center for Jewish research and study for
scientists and students, Jews and non-Jews, from
dozens of countries.

In the wing named for Dr. Chazanovitch, there

® By Arye Shamir (Israel)

is an assigned place for the treasures from
Bialystok. The Bialystok archives are contained in a
separate collection of books and materials, cata-
logued on thousands of index cards, about Bialystok
and vicinity. This particular archive will be available
for researchers and historians, hopefully, in about
two years, if the necessary budget can be arranged.
The “Ginzach Bialystok™ is conducted by a com-
mittee consisting of Aryeh Mohilever (a great-
grandson of our famous Rabbi Shmuel Mohilever),
Professor Menachem Shtern (who was the recipient
of the “Israel Prize for Jewish History”) and other
prominent personalities. A group of historians and
bibliographers belong to the Honorary Board of
“Ginzach.”

We must mention, and with great satisfaction,
that the name of Dr. Chazanovitch is finally being
perpetuated, (better later than never), in a most
suitable manner by the National Library. Its
founding and growth was his life's dream and he
served it for many years with all his strength and
devotion.

Dr. Chazanovitch died in tragic loneliness,
homeless in far off Yekaterinislav. Our generation,
having grown up in Bialystok between the two
World Wars, could not have personally known this
wonderful human being. Since our early childhood
years, however, we heard our parents tell many
beautiful stories, some sad, some humorous, about
this beloved and somewhat absent-minded doctor,
who faithfully served the sick in the poverty of
Bialystok, the burning Zionist, book collector, etc.
This myth became the symbol of Jewish Bialystok,
which was considered to be an equal partner in his
activities. Hundreds of Bialystoker Jews donated
their books for this worthy cause. The current
honorable recognition of Dr. Joseph Chazanovitch
0”h is also an honor for our memorable home town
as well.

Bialystoker Memorial Book
Is Warmly Received

The Bialystoker Center in New York
continues to receive letters of warm praise
from landsleit and friends concerning the
monumental Bialystoker Memorial Book.
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THE HATE CONFERENCE
IN OSLO

® By Joseph Dobryman

toker Shtimme” it is natural to feel that we

want to write about our old Bialystok. First
of all, Bialystok has a special place in our hearts,
and secondly, despite the fact that so much has
already been written about Bialystok in the
“Shtimme,” nevertheless the topic will never lose
interest for us.

Bialystok was a city, known throughout the
Jewish world for its cultural, political and religious
life, of which we are proud even to this day, and as
far as the Bialystoker Center and Home in New
York, under the directorship of Friend Izaak Rybal,
it continues in the same vein of great
accomplishments, for which our Bialystok was so
well known.

Today, however, I don’t want to write on the
topic of Bialystok. Today, I want to write about a
conference which Elie Wiesel, the Nobel-Prize
winner, and one who experienced the Second World
War and the concentration camps while still quite
young, called in Oslo, Norway. Those who were
invited included Nobel-Prize winners, presidents,
amongst whom was also President Mitterand of
France; the past President of the United States,
Jimmy Carter; the freedom-fighter of Africa, Nelson
Mandella; 70 writers, scientists and academicians
from throughout the entire world and a great number
of Nobel-Prize winners.

Elie Wiesel named this conference, the “Hate
Conference.”

On the agenda of the Conference was the
question of why mankind is full of hate.

This topic brought to my mind our sorrowful
past. With what kind of anger, with what kind of
brutality were we, the witnesses of the greatest
destruction in the history of mankind, treated during
the Second World War, by the Nazis and also by a
percentage of the German population, and I arrived
at the decision that Elie Wiesel is right. One must
be full of hate in order to be able to perpetrate such
horrible criminal acts. How else can one explain the
brutal treatment in China, where so many young
students, who had demonstrated on behalf of
freedom, were shot by their own Chinese brother-
soldiers.

In the current occurrences in the Middle-East,
the dictator of Iraq stated that he will destroy half of
Israel with his poisonous gases, and we can believe

When one writes an article for the “Bialys-

him, because only recently he used the same gases
against his own people. There are many such
instances, where the hate is so overwhelming that
a person is prepared to do the worst to other
people, only because he is full of hate.

Because of this, the “Hate Conference” is for
us, survivors of the Holocaust, so important. I
thought that when such great world-personalities
gather to discuss this problem, perhaps they would
be able to find a solution for all mankind.

The conference lasted four days, where the
great personalities of our generation appeared with
long speeches and the bottom line is, that they

Neshka and Joseph Dobryman

don’t know and cannot discover why there is so
much hate among people: are people born with this
hate, or does it begin to accumulate in its youth?

Unfortunately, we did not receive an answer to
this complex question, when the conference ended.
Still, I would not want to believe that this is a
sickness which will never be cured because, if we
do not overcome it, our planet will be doomed to
suffer future tragedies, which, whatever the price,
we must avoid.

THE BIALYSTOKER MEMORIAL BOOK

published by our Bialystoker Center in New York we
decided to sell the remaining small quantity of copies
at a reduced price. You may now obtain this great
work containing more than 700 pages in Yiddish and
English $25.00, and we will forward it to you.

Please, mail check and full address to:
BIALYSTOKER CENTER
228 East Broadway, N.Y.C.
Tel. (212) 47507755
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A Volunteer Temporary Commitee For
absorption assistance to new Olim and
their Families, Alumni of the Hebrew
Gymnasium and all other educational
institutions in Bialystok

Dear Friends,

he recent huge Aliya waves to Israel from the

U.S.S.R. is bringing along a few families of our

ex-landsmen from Bialystok. Those remnants
constitute some of the youth, mobilized into the Red
Army during the occupation of Bialystok by the
Soviets in the years 1939-1941. They are Second
World War survivors who for various reasons
(including War invalids) had to continue their lives
in the Soviet Union. Yet for over 50 years, they did
never abandon their National Jewish identity and
longing for Zion, passing that zeal to the second and
third generation. They are coming now to Israel with
almost nothing, leaving behind them their
belongings and various social rights, accumulated
for nearly 50 years!

True, the Israeli Government Authorities, the
Jewish Agency like all the people of Israel, are do-
ing all they can to absorb the ever growing influx,
taking care primarily in providing housing and jobs.
Needless to say, the task is very hard, complicated
and painful, especially when many family heads are
in their seventies.

By 1897, the city boasted 42,000 inhabitants and
the Jews amounted the 64% of the entire population.

As we can see, the Jewish kibbutz played an
important role in Bialystok from its inception until
its liquidation at the hands of the murdering Nazis.
Their situation was not always the same. There
were times when they enjoyed peace and prosperity
and at other times, they experienced political and
economic crises, which forced a large number of
them to leave Bialystok and settle in other
countries. This stream reached its peak in the
1880's and 1890's, when many Bialystoker Jews
arrived in the U.S., Argentina, Israel and other
countries. Wherever they settled, they took along
their pride of their home town. They transplanted
their spirit and love of life, their creativity and
geniality in their new homes.

Shortly before 1941, 80% of the inhabitants of
Bialystoker were Jews. Almost all its entire
economy and social institutions were in Jewish
hands. By 1939, before the Nazis occupied Poland,
100,000 people lived in Bialystok, the ethnic blend
included Polaks, Jews, Russians, White Russians,
Germans and Lithuanians.

Following our famous Bialystoker tradition of
rendering help and assistance to landsmen-in-need,
we, the alumni of the educational institutions in
Bialystok, organized on a volunteer basis for the
sole purpose of extending material (financial) help
for the newcoming Olim.

We therefore appeal to you Dear Landsmen in
the Diaspora, to participate in the campaign, by
sending a donation you deem proper under the cir-
cumstances related to the above. We wish to point
out that some new Olim families are enjoying al-
ready with gratitude the financial help we extended
to them, but the needs are above our possibilities!

For this purpose we opened a separate special
account in Bank Leumi - Tel Aviv, Branch 816 -
Kikar Malchei Israel No. 9 - Account No.
330577097/80 to order of ADLER - BARTOR (for
new Olim). Or you may transfer the donation
directly by mail to the address: Pinhas Adler - 26
Hashoftim St. Tel-Aviv 64365. For following up,
please send an additional written note to Pinhas
Adler for every transfer to the “bank or to the above
address.

List of the Olim families:

a. LEON WIGDOROWICZ
- 3 Families (10 pers.) arrived

b. ZEEV RUBIN
- 2 Families (6 pers.) 1988-1990

c. ZVI BARENBOIM (LATE) -descendants
- 4 Families (10 pers.) approved for Aliya in
January 1991.

d. We are in contact with 5 other families pre-
paring themself for Aliya.

Members of the Temp. vol. com:

Pinhas Adler, Mordechai Bartor (Paktor), Dov Efrat
(Dziwak) - Israel
Lew Mow (Mowszowski), Israel Kipin - Australia

ontrol tem l. com.:

Asher Gofrain, Arieh Lolel (Suchovolski) - Israel

Dear Friends, we ask you kindly to open your
hearts and minds, and accordingly your "pockets",
remembering the almost lost sons returning with
families to their Homeland, after a delay of 50
years!

20 MY SR DY

Pinhas Adler
In the name of the Vol. Temp. Commitee
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RESEARCHING BIALYSTOK

66 he Bialystoker Yizkor Book,” which was
published after lengthy preparations,
attempts to capture the glorius inher-

itance of the Jewish Bialystok — its unique history

and the great impression it made upon the social,
political, economic and religious life of East-

European Jewry.

In order to understand Bialystok, one must
appreciate the entertaining spirit of its Jews as well
as their unlimited feelings of empathy ... to help
those in need of help, to display sympathy to the
depressed, to aid the poor. The most important is,
however, the spiritual life, which was varied: with
many opinions on all pertinent problems and issues.
Bialystok was a place, where poeple grew spiritu-
ally and blossomed, which helped them overcome all
kinds of difficulties. This community contained
people from a variety of economic classes, social
levels, political parties and religious positions.

The greatest goal of these Jews in Bialystok
was to live in freedom. No one controlled the
monopoly on truth, ideas and values. Unforgiveness
seethed like a huge cauldron into which had been
cast many ingredients.

The Bialystoker inhabitants had a sense of
belonging. Everyone felt, that they were part of each
other. If the harmful feeling of being estranged
occurred from time to time, it didn't last long. This
was because in the city there was a meshed net of
institutions, organized as well as unorganized,
which extended a hand to those who were in need.

As we shall soon see, the development of
Bialystok, from a bare, uncultivated swamp in the
forests of Eastern Poland, into a blossoming center
of Humanity, was due to the creativity and labor of
its Jews. Let's take a glimpse into the past and
summarily touch on a number of milestones in its
evolution.

Circa the 10th Century C.E., the area where
Bialystok was located was inhabited by a barbaric,
Baltic-Latvian tribe. Some time later, those inhabit-
ants were expelled by the Russian-Lithuanian
victors. In 1320, the Lithuanian Count Gedimin
founded the town of Bialystok. Afterwards, the
town was inherited by one, then another, of the
Lithuanian family. In 1542 it became the private
domain of the Polish King Zygmunt August.

At the end of the 16th Century, the Aryans ... a
Christian sect, which did not accept many of the
pertinent Catholic dogmas ... occupied Lithuania
and Poland. They forcibly entered a temple, which
had been erected many years earlier, and defiled it.

These dissidents were expelled and in 1668
Bialystok became a resident Polish territory. In
1795, following the division of Poland, Russia
annexed Bialystok. When Napoleon's army marched
on Russia, they took control of Bialystok and
reigned there for a time. In 1808, the city fell into the
hands of the Russians. In 1812, Napoleon captured
Lithuania and Poland and three years later, after the
Peace Conference in Tilsit, Russia once again forced
her jurisdiction on Bialystok and controlled it for
more than 100 yeras ... until the outbreak of World
War 1. Poland regained possesion of the city 1919
and ruled until the outbreak of World War II in 1939,
when the Russians ruled the city for two years. The
Nazis captured it in 1941 and destroyed it in 1943.

This history reflects the political and social
instability of Bialystok during close to one thousand
years. This city was like a football, which was
volleyed back and forth, first among groups and later
among countries, which fought for the dominion over
this area. It's a wonder how the Bialystoker Jews
were able to, under such horrible conditions, grow,
build and establish community-institutions of all
kinds and shades.

Documents from Tiktin, the first capitol of the
region, show that the Jews had already been
residing there in 1658. In 1703, the Polish Count Jan
Clements Bronitzki built a wooden palace for
himself in Bialystok. The old house of prayer was
constructed in 1718, on the spot which was later
known as the Synagogue Place. In 1742, Bronitzki
elevated the village to the status of a city. Jews
settled there in 1745. That same year, Bronitzki
built a tower, which served as a prison for criminals.
In the lower area of the tower, 80 stores were
constructed, which Bronitzki gave to Jewish sales
people.

Bialystok, which is situated near the Bialy
River (from which the name Bialystok is derived),
became a safe haven for Jews. Bronitzki invited
them to settle there and to build the city; he
provided them with land, wood and other materials.
In 1749 a small group of Jews arrived in Bialystok,
and in 1765 they counted 765 souls. In the fifty
years that followed, the Jewish community grew in
number and fame. In 1800, the new house of prayer
was built on Synagogue Place. Bialystok repre-
sented Tiktin as the dominating city, which was
surrounded by smaller communities such as
Choroshch, Horodok, Yanova, Yashinovka, Knishin,
Odelsk, Sokola, Zabludova and Washlikova.

Rabbi Aaron Halevi Horowitz opened the first
printshop in Bialystok in 1804. In 1807, 6,000 people
resided in the city, among them 4000 Jews.
Bialystok became the capitol of the region in 1808.



September, 1990

BIALYSTOKER STIMME 5

MAX RATNER, A GUEST

n the beginning it was just like another name.

Busy I was preparing for the reunion activities, I

listed the name Max Ratner along with the
others. “Is he a graduate?” I asked my colleague,
Shlomo. “No,” he answered. So why will he want
to contribute? I wondered. I asked some more and
learned that he is a passionate, gentle Jew, born in
1907 in the city of Bialystok, residing in Chista-
Polna street and studied in “Tarbut,” where he
absorbed forever the Jewish spirit. When he was
thirteen years old he emigrated with his family to
the United States.

Max Ratner

It is interesting to note that among the few
things that young Max took along to America, were
his notebooks, his school books (e.g., Fishman’s),
a collection of Hebrew poems and so forth. With the
years, Max's Hebrew vocabulary faded some, but
not so his love and passion to the Hebrew school of
his childhood. Max Ratner was feverishly
committed to the land of our roots, and expressed
his feelings in a marvellous poem which he wrote
when he was only fifteen. Today, Max Ratner is the
chairman of the board of Forest City Enterprises,
but he also finds time to help Jewish organizations.
His commitment to Israel is exemplifying: In 1951,
Max Ratner obliged — then industry and commerce

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

Izaak Rybal
Bialystoker Center & Home

Dear Mr. Rybal

My getting in touch with you is long overdue.
Though you come to my mind often, especially when
I receive the Bialystoker Stimme. I admire your
monumental performance in maintaining the
furthering the Bialystoker Home for the Aged which
is the most outstanding Landsmanshaft institution
in New York City. For all the awards you received
for your achievements on behalf of the Bialystoker
Center, you should also receive special recognition
for your talented editing and publishing the
Bialystoker Stimme in both languages.

I was happy to see in your last edition the
picture of my friend, Sam Neeidorf and his beautiful
family. I knew his parents and Sam when he was a
child. It brings back memories of Bialystok. I had
the pleasure to visit him and his family in Los
Angeles. At the pleasant visit, besides his spouse,
I met his uncle Pogorelsky. There were a number of
Bialystoker at that visit. I believe it was in the early
fifties.

G-d bless you with good health so you may
have the strength and enthusiasm to continue the
good work for many years.

I hope to see you in Miami Beach soon. Best
regards to Molly.

Zundel Berens
9116 Emerson Ave.
Surfside, FL 33154

Minister, Levi Eshkol — and pioneered a field of
chemical industry in Israel. The venture developed
into “Frutarum” — a fine factory in the bay of Haifa.

Max Ratner helped to develop student
dormitories for the Hebrew University in Jerusalem
and the University of Tel-Aviv. He also helped with
landscaping the beautiful gardens outside the old
city walls in Acre. He contributed to museums and
other worthy institutions.

Max Ratner is a successful industrialist, a
visionary and a warm Jew. His basic philosophy is
that the accomplished Jews in the diaspora should
help not just through their checkbooks, but also
taking part in building the infrastructure which Israel
lacks. By helping with industry and manufacturing,
one will help Israel to become self-sufficient, a
prerequisite for true independence.

Yacov Samid
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WE ARE HERE...

® By Yacov Samid
Chairman of the Organizing Committee

he idea of organizing a gathering of ex-

students of the Bialystoker Hebrew

Gymnasium— to mark 70 years since its in-
ception and 50 years since its destruction —
occurred to me quite suddenly.

In May, 1989, 1 approached our Premier
Minister Itzhak Shamir (a graduate of the
Gymnasium — 1932) about this. He responded to
me in a letter, saying that he considered it an ideal
plan. I began to pass the idea around to comrades
and friends and received expressions of agreement
— verbally, by telephone and in letters, which gave
me encouragement to begin the difficult task of
organizing it.

My goal was to honor the memory of this
beautiful center of education. It was the jewel of our
Jewish Bialystok, whose influence was felt far from
the confines of the school building. The Gymnasium
not only gave its students an outstanding Hebrew
and general education, but also imbued them with
moral values and love of our people and country.
Many of our graduates occupy very important

development of the Gymnasium from its founding to
its liquidation, was given by a narrator and
accompanied by slides and video-films. We saw
various photographs of Bialystok, among them the
Gymnasium building, as well as an interview with
the teacher, Shimon Datner z”1, taken only a few
months before his death.

A poem dedicated to the founding of the
Gymnasium, composed by the graduate Tsvi
Budnovski, was read by his grandchild.

A chorus and orchestra consisting of Tel-Aviv
students, accompanied the occasion with suitable
songs and music.

After the very impressive official segment of
the program, a luncheon was served in the garden.
The assembled again enjoyed themselves there by
partaking of the delicious refreshments. Old
friendships were once again renewed, returning, if
only for a little while, to the happy days of their
childhood and youth.

Following Yacov Samid’s short closing speech
and words of appreciation to him and all those who
helped create this most successful gathering, the
audience departed, filled with elation from this most
touching experience.

positions in our country and elsewhere on many
levels of science, economy and community life.

My thought was, that the gathering should
enable the participants to see their childhood years
in other historic perspectives; share their memories
and impressions of the institution which places its
mark on their entire being.

Despite my age — it’s been 60 years now since
I graduated from the Gymnasium — I immersed
myself in the work literally with a youthful
determination. It wasn’t easy to locate the many
hundreds of addresses of people who were
dispersed throughout the world. I owe a great debt
of gratitude to my two sons Gideon and Amnon,
who helped me in this effort. Several times I spoke
about it on Israeli radio; I appealed to various

Yacov Samid

organizations in this country and abroad. I would
like to mention here that we received from the
“Bialystoker Shtimme” a most appropriate
response.

Up to the time of the conveying of the
Gathering, I had contacted approximately 90% of
our past students. At times, I feared that we would
not be successful; that we would not be able to
carry it out. I expressed myself in this vein to our
friends and they answered: “See to it that it takes
place as soon as possible. We are already not so

and now we are here and are conducting this
beautiful gathering.
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IMPRESSIVE GATHERING OF EX-STUDENTS
OF THE BIALYSTOKER HEBREW GYMNASIUM

n May 21, 1990 in Tel-Aviv, a reunion took
O place of past students of the Bialystoker

Hebrew Gymnasium dedicated to the 70th
Anniversary of its founding and the 50th year since
its liquidation.

An audience of more than 400 people, guests
from throughout the country and abroad, gathered in
the beautiful “Gan Oranim” which is located in the
Tel-Aviv “Ganey-HaTaarukha.” In addition to the
hundreds of graduates and ex-students of the
Gymnasium, also present were a number of our

Max Ratner and Yacov Samid

“Ben Ir,” who were not necessarily students of the
Gymnasium, but who came out of a sense of
sympathy with this institution and to refresh
themselves in the homey Bialystoker environment.
Among the participants was our Honored Guest,
our dear “Ben Ir,” Mr. Max Ratner, from Cleveland,
Ohio.

For this reason alone it was worthwhile
traveling any distance to be together. At every step
one saw old comrades and friends greeting each
other warmly, even those who almost did not
recognize each other after so many years. The once
young “guys” and girls are today “settled” adults,

® By Arye Shamir (Shmerlis) Jerusalem

among them, such who occupy important positions
in public life; with grey hair and facial creases. Only
the “small fire” remained in their eyes.

The official segment opened with a memorial,
conducted by David Bagon (graduated 1934) for the
souls of those who are no longer here: the founders,
teachers and students of the gymnasium who
perished together with all of Bialystok’s Jewry.

Yacov Samid (Semiatitsky), (graduate of
1929), initiator and organizer of the gathering
greeted the audience with warm words, stressing
the importance of the meeting. At this opportunity
he told us that in 1939 the Gymnasium had planned
to issue a book in honor of its 20th Jubilee. The war
cancelled the plan. Now, materials are being
collected for the publication of a book to perpetuate
the memory of the Gymnasium. He appealed to the
audience, requesting those, who have photos,
mementos and other materials concerning the
Gymnasium, to send them in.

Itzhak Shamir, Israel’s Prime Minister, the
most famous graduate of the Gymnasium (1932)
was welcomed with applause. In his greetings he
said that the two years he spent in the Gymnasium
are engraved in his memory. He stressed the
Zionist values which were implanted there in the
students. Many of them, as a result, emigrated and
helped in the development of our land. He closed
with the wish for Jews all over the world to have
such fine educational institutions as was the
Bialystoker Hebrew Gymnasium.

Chaika Grossman (Grad. 1938), ex-partisan
and Knesset member, spoke in the same vein. (Her
remark, that this time she is in complete agreement
with our Prime Minister, her political opponent, was
received by the audience with a hearty laugh.) She
also told of the liquidation of the Gymnasium as a
learning institute, by the Soviets in 1939. While
speaking of Jewish upbringing in the world, she
stressed the fact that more attention should be
given, not so much to the beauty of the school
buildings, but essentially to imbuing the students
with the spiritual values of Judaism.

Frieda Polatchek and Naomi Goldman-Nof, ex-
teachers of the Gymnasium, recalled with nostalgic
warmth, memories of those distant younger years.

A documentary program, which described the
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the Board of Directors. With respect to the financial
situation of the institution, I would like to call the
attention of all members of the Bialystoker Center,
here and abroad that lately the Institution is running
up a monthly deficit, and unless more donations and
help from “Landsleit” will not come in we will run
out of funds. We are planning to appeal to the
relatives of the Home’s residents to contribute, and
also, if possible to arrange a benefit action. The fact
remains that we cannot run a high standard Home
based on rates from the Medicare and Social
Security Administration for the years 1983-84.

We have requested the accountants and if
possible the attorneys to appeal to the authorities
about the rate structures.

We have also authorized our Executive
Director Mr. Izaak Rybal to direct the campaign for
the financial help of the Institution.

I must express our sincere thanks to Molly and
Izaak Rybal and Dina Medvedev for the
tremendous success of the annual theater benefit at
Lincoln Center’s Avery Fisher Hall on Sept. 16,
1990, which is becoming a tradition of excellent
English — Yiddish entertainment attended by 2500
people. They really out did themselves in the
programming, and quality of the show. Needless to
say it could have not been done without our
Executive Director Izaak Rybal. To all who worked
for the successful benefit show, and to the people
who attended our sincere thanks. Again we are
calling on everbody for help to continue the good

Rose and Sam Solasz

work for the Center and Home carrying the name
“Bialystoker”.

In closing Hana, myself and our family wish all
our members a Happy, Healthy New Year, Peace in
Israel and around the World.

THE BIALYSTOKER
MEMORIAL BOOK

published by our Bialystoker Center in New York
we decided to sell the remaining small quantity of
copies at a reduced price. You may now obtain
this great work containing more than 700 pages
in Yiddish and English $25.00, and we will
forward it to you.

Please, mail check and full address to:
BIALYSTOKER CENTER
228 East Broadway, N.Y.C.
Tel. (212) 47507755

NEWLY ELECTED MEMBERS OF THE
BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE
BIALYSTOKER HOME FOR THE AGED

Rubin Bindler, honorary President
Sam Solasz, President

Mike Kremer, Vice President
Joseph Dines, Vice President
Charles Schwecher, Chairman
Leon Trachtenberg, Trustee

Sol Krim, Trustee

Second Generation Members
of the Board of Directors

Mark Solasz
Alys Kremer Grossman
Michael Toder

Izaak Rybal, Executive Director
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Report of the latest activities at the Board of
Directors of the Bialystoker Home and Center

During the last six months we have
experienced some important changes at the Board
of Directors. Due to the fact that in the past year
the Federal and State agencies (Social Security and
Medicare) have instituted stringent laws, and made
the Board of Directors responsible for running the
institutions, several members voluntarily resigned
from the Board. The following is a list of directors
who have resigned.

J. Beren D. Mintz M. Rybal
B. Schuback S. Rogove E.Krim
D. Russek R. Solasz  D. Medvedev

The Board of Directors expressed their
gratitude to all the above mentioned, for their
unselfish help, and contribution to the institution in
the past years.

As a result of the resignations, a new Board

was elected which consists of the following
members:

R. Bindler — Honorary President
S. Solasz  C. Schwecher  J. Dines
S. Krim M. Kremer L. Trachtenberg

Also from the second generation; Alys Kremer
Grossman, Michael Toder, and Mark Solasz. We
hope that the new Board of Directors will be
successful in improving the daily management, and
fiscal responsibilities of the instution.

Due to certain gray areas in the by laws of the
Institution in regard to hiring and dismissing of

® By Michael Kremer

Mike and Hana Kremer

department personnel, also book-keeping and
financial management, the by laws were revised
and together with the attorney of the Institution and
the Board of Directors the same was expanded. A
new rule was established, where each member of
the Board is personally in contact with the assigned
department head, and reports to the Board of
Directors, and any important decision relating to the
management of the Institution must be approved by
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WE GUARD OUR
INHERITANCE

Dear Friends,

As you know, we guard our great inheritance,
our institution, the Bialystoker Center and Home.

I invite all the Bialystoker, Grodner and friends
of the cities and towns, which are close to
Bialystok, both geographically and psychologically,
who share a mutual sentiment towards our
institution, not only because it is the only one
remaining, after the Nazi-destruction, which stands
as a column, as an eternal memento of our
hometown; and not only because we renovated our
lobby which leads to the Center; and not because
we installed air-conditioners in every room; and we
have our own department to test the hearing of our
residents; and new kitchen improvements. No, we
invite you, because we would like you to see how
we run our Home and care for its residents. We will
lead you from floor to floor, answer all your
questions, but we would like you to come and see
for yourself, with your own eyes, just why we need
your help.

The Home has almost 100 residents. It is
always in financial distress because, as you know,
the city pays only 80 percent. The remaining 20
percent is covered by the Center. Until recently, this
was no problem, but for the past 7-8 months, it has
become very difficult, because the Center does not
receive the same amount of help from our friends as
it did in the past. We get less — but the Home
needs more. So, we are appealing to you, dear
friends, for your help.

It is already about 4-5 years since we have
arranged any kind of event which would bring in a
large sum of money for the Center. Today, however,
if we were to plan even the smallest kind of event,
it would take a great deal of labor and money,
because the hotels we used to use are now very
expensive.

For that reason, the executive board has
decided to send a letter to every member and friend
of the Bialystoker Center and Home and simply
request that each one contribute as much as he can.
The Bialystoker Center and Home must continue to
exist!

Please accept my personal appreciation for your
help, in advance.

Sincerely yours,
S.K.
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