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ESTATE PLANNING, WILL DRAFTING,
PROBATE AND ADMINISTRATION OF ESTATES

FRED FISHER

Attorney at Law
130 East 35th Street
New York, New York 10016
(212) 689-8885

Member of Trusts and Estates Law Section
New York State Bar Association

Member of Bialystoker Center and Home

Grandfather: Rubin Fisher
Grandmother: Fannie Fisher
Father: Herman Fisher

THE OFFICERS OF THE INSTITUTION ARE PROUD THAT
ATTORNEY FRED FISHER IS A THIRD GENERATION
MEMBER

MAY WE SUGGEST THAT OUR FRIENDS
MAKE USE OF HIS SERVICES.
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Greetings and Best Wishes to the
Bialystoker Center Home
One of the Most Respected Homes
for the Elderly
An Institution that Provides

a High Level of Care for its Residents

Elite Insurance Agency

2001 Marcus Avenue
Lake Success, N.Y. 11042
(516) 354-7000

ELI BLISKO
YECHIEL BROMBERG

Brokers and Consultants of all Forms of Insurance
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To The Officers of
The Bialystoker Center & Home
Best wishes for A Happy, Healthy And Prosperous New Year!

& Norman Pachtman

|@ President

Choice [ Center, inc
T

CHOICE SURGICAL SUPPLY, INC.

457 Doughty Blvd.
Inwood N. Y. 11696

(516) 371-4105 — (718) 471-2262
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EMPIRE
PRESS

Typesetting & Printing Co.

The Printers of This Journal
wish all our Bialystoker
friends and readers the

blessings of being written

in and sealed in the

Book of Life, Good Deeds,

Honorable Livelihcod and

Good Health!

720 AR hm 72°n2
IR DYOIYAYA DI R

550 Empire Blvd.
Brooklyn, New York 11225
(718) 756-1473 — 756-9500

FAX (718) 604-7633

COMPLIMENTS OF

DOLLAR
DRY DOCK
SAVINGS BANK

FRAN HABIB

Assistant Vice President

465 Grand Street

New York City

MEMBER FDIC

September, 1989
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it

happy new year
and best wishes
for peace and

prosperity

@& BankJeumi

TRUST COMPANY OF NEW YORK

85 Delancey Street
New York, N.Y. 10002
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RELIABLE HEALTH SYSTEMS, INC.

2610 NOSTRAND AVE., BROOKLYN, N.Y. 11210 — (212) 338-2400

Computer Systems specialists for hospitals,
nursing homes and health related facilities

(Provided and services computer system for Bialystoker Home)

Extends best wishes for a Happy and
Healthful New Year

to the officers, directors, members,
residents and friends of

BIALYSTOKER CENTER, HOME AND INFIRMARY
FOR THE AGED

Amalgamated Bank
of New York

America’s only labor bank.

JACK SHEINKMAN EDWARD M. KATZ
Chairman of the Board President and
Chief Executive Officer

11-15 Union Square, New York, New York 10003
(212) 255-6200

Founded in 1923 = Resources over $1.4 billion
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Best Wishes for a

HAPPY NEW YEAR
from the

BEACHARBOUR RESORT MOTEL
Max Schaub, Managing Director

18925 Collins Ave. Tel: (305) 931-8900
Miami Beach, Florida 33160 Toll Free: (800) 327-2042

The Bialystoker Center suggests that Bialystoker and
Grodner Landsleit and Friends, should contact

MR. MAX SCHAUB
Managing Director of the
BEACHARBOUR RESORT MOTEL

for the coming season, here you will find the finest
accomodations, and enjoy an “At Home” warm atmosphere
among landsleit and friends.
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CITIBANK N. A.
SEWARD PARK BRANCH

411 GRAND STREET e NEW YORK,N.Y

Serving the Bialystoker Center & Home

Extends best wishes to
Their officers, directors, members and residents
As well as to all our Jewish clients and friends
A healthy, happy New Year
And peace in Israel and the world

MICHAEL BINGOLD — Manager
and Staff
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BEST WISHES TO:

Izaak Rybal, Executive Divector
Maya Gurevich, Controller
Cosimo Mastropierro, Director of Building Management
and to all our good friends
at the Bialystoker Center and Home

We are proud that you purchased from our company
furniture for your 4th floor project
and special furniture for the
newly built activity rooms

GENE MINOTTO, President

'

4335 International Blvd.
NORCROSS, GA 30093

Manufacturing of Quality Patient room furnishings
Sold Direct
Call: Steve Carr 1-800-554-9215
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L:SHONOH TOVOH!

New Year Greetings

from the

HON. VICE-PRESIDENTS ;,_l
MARTIN GINSBURG ABE CIMSBORC

of the

BIALYSTOKER CENTER, HOME
& INFIRMARY FOR THE AGED

Warﬁn arw/ _/4£e g)indéurg

and their families

May the New Year sound the clarion of

brotherkood and peace throughout the world.

v
b

West New York, New Jersey
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Mr. and Mors.

Sam Solasz

and Family

PRESIDENT

of the

BIALYSTOKER CENTER, HOME
AND INFIRMARY FOR THE AGED

extend to their family, friends
and kinfolk everywhere

heartiest wishes
for

A HAPPY AND PROSPEROUS NEW YEAR

DIDTIR 1R 1IR DY2NRD TUTR 1R |DUVNRN DRRIRN
V201N DR DT ADANR WIWT 220 IR ,0M0TIRY
J1201 IV NIW R 1R9

May the New Year bring happiness to All,

salvation to our people and peace on earth.

THE SOLASZ FAMILY

DR. MATT AND DR. DIANE KUDISH SCOTT DAVID MARK HOWARD

join their parents in this timely greeting.
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MRS. ANNA SABEL
& FAMILY
Concord, California

Wish All Their Friends
A Happy, Healthy & Peaceful New Year

Mr. & Mrs.
STANLEY KAGAN
West Caldwell, N._J.

Wish All Their Friends
A Happy New Year

MR. DAVID FINE

President, Bialystoker Young
Men'’s Benevolent Association
and FAMILY
Brooklyn, New York

Extend their best wishes
for the New Year to
relatives, friends and landsleit

Mr. & Mrs.
JACOB A. LICHTENFIELD

extend to their relatives and friends and
all Bialystoker Landsleit best wishes for
a Happv and Prosperous New Year

DR. and MRS.

BENJAMIN GISSEN
and Family

Extend their Greetings fora
Happy and Prosperous New Year

New Year Greetings from . ..

- SYLVIA ROSENBLUM

A Happy and Prosperous
Year
is extended by

Max Rosenthal
Travel Bureau Inc.

853 Broadway (Room 410)
(Corner 14th Street)
New York, N.Y. 10003
OREGON 4-3382; 3383; 3319

The firm has an open door policy
to all Bialystoker, and caters to the Jews
the world — over. Arrangements may
be made to tour all parts of Israel and

the Globe by Jet or Shop.

We facilitate your travel; i.e.
passports, tickets, tansportation,
freight, packing, . . . you name it.

— SPECIAL DISCOUNTS
To
Bialystoker landsleit
— Write Or CALL -

Max Rosenthal
Travel Bureau Inc.

853 Broadway (Room 410)
(Corner 14th Street)
New York, N.Y. 10003
OREGON 4-3382; 3383; 3319

MRS. ETTA SIEGEL
AND FAMILY

Mequon, Wisconsin
extend to their freinds, Bialystoker Kin-
folk in town and the world over best
wishes for a very Heppy New Year

MRS. BENEDICTINE LICHT
and Family
wish everyone
a Healthy, Happy New Year

MR. & MRS. JACK WOLF
NEW YORK

wish all their friends and associates
a Blessed New Year

MRS. PAULINE NOTKOFF

and FAMILY
Bronx, N.Y.
wish their family and friends
A Happy New Year

New Year Greetings
Best Wishes and Blessings
from

NETTIE STERN
and FAMILY

Children of our late Treasurer

LOUIS & MARY DAVIS

Board Members of the Bialystoker
Center, Home and Infirmary for
the Aged
to their dear kin, the DAVISES,
SAPERSTEINS and the STERNS,
to all their friends and neighbors,
Bialystoker landsleit and Jews
everywhere for a Happy and
Prosperous New Year
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THE BIALYSTOKER CENTER
HOME FOR THE AGED AND INFIRMARY

wishes all officers,
employees, directors, members,
supporters, friends,
affiliated organizations,
Bialystoker Landsleit; Klal Israel
The World-Over
A Year of Good Life and Peace
A Year of Prosperity;
Spiritual Renewal
Security and Peace for the
State of Israel
And Universal Brotherhood.

SAM SOLASZ
President

RUBIN BINDLER

Honorary President

IZAAK RYBAL

Executive Director

Dinah Medvedev

Treasurer

MR. RUBIN BINDLER
and Family

Honorary President, Bialystoker Center
Home and Infirmary for the Aged

wish ther friends, all Goniondzer-Trestiner and Bialystoker
kinfolk and the Jew:ish People everywhére
a Happy and Prosperous New Year

MR. HAROLD TALIN

Extends New Year’s Greetings to his
Relatives, Friends, and Bialystoker Landsleit

DAYAN CLUB OF PELHAM PARKWAY
District 20

Extends New Year Greetings for Health, Prosperity and
Peace in Israel to all Officers and Members

EXECUTIVE BOARD, DAYAN CLUB
of PELHAM PARKWAY, District 20

New Year Greetings from . . .

DR. & MRS. LOUIS LINN

9 EAST 96th STREET NEW YORK, N.Y. 10028

BIALYSTOKER YOUNG MEN’S
BENEVOLENT ASSN.

New York, N.Y.

Extends New Year Greetings of Good Health and
Peace in Israel To All Its Members and Landsleit

In Memory of my loving wife
Evelin, I wish all my friends
and family a Happy New Year

DANIEL ALEXANDER
Chicago Ill.
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Greetings from . ..
IRVING AND SYLVIA FOX
LAKEWOOD, N.J.

who wish all their friends and the Jewish people everywhere
a Happy New Year

We offer a Memorial Tribute to our Dear Parents

ABRAHAM AND BESSIE FUCHSMAN
ALEX AND FANNIE BUYER

HYMAN and SHIRLEY FEINSTEIN
and FAMILY
Children and Grandchildren of the late
MRS. PAULINE SIEGEL

extend best wishes to their relatives, friends and
Bialystoker kinfolk everywhere for

A VERY HAPPY and PROSPEROUS NEW YEAR!

MR. and MRS. JOSEPH DINES and FAMILY
Vice-President of
BIALYSTOKER CENTER AND HOME
extend best wishes to the Officers, Directors and Members
of the
CENTER AND HOME,
for
A Happy, and Healthy New Year

MR. AND MRS. CHARLES FEIGENBLATT
and Family
Brooklyn, N.Y.

Extend their Best Wishes to all Landsleit, friends and Jews all
over the world for a Healthy, Happy New Year

DR. AND MRS. NACHMAN KACEN
(Kacenelenbogen), Cleveland, Ohio
and their children
Michael and Eva Kacen-Kaplan
West Hartford, Connecticut
Wish their family and friends in Israel, here and abroad, a
Happy, Healthy and Peaceful New Year

JERRY MINK

Jerusalem, Israel

Wishes His Family and Friends as well as Landsleit in the
U.S., Israel and Bialystok, Poland
New Year Greetings of Health and Joy

Sraws Sy ovw

IN MEMORY OF
OUR BELOVED PARENTS

MR. & MRS. ABRAHAM KASS,
DR. & MRS. CHARLES GRADINGER

IN LOVING MEMORY OF OUR DEAR PARENTS

CELIA COHEN

and

WILLIAM COHEN
Former Vice-President of the Bialystoker Center and Home
May They Rest In Peace
MR. & MRS. SAM SIEGEL
MRS. JOSEPH ENGEL

IN LOVING MEMORY
OF OUR PARENTS

Saul & Ethel Rubin Brody

Anita & Earl Barrison
All the Grandchildren

Martha & Ted Simon
Pearl & Al Shansky
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COUNSELLOR DAVID J. GOLDBERG

Hon. Chairman, Board of Directors

ROSE GOLDBERG

Hon. Vice-President
Miami Beach, Florida

and Family

extend best wishes to their family, relatives, friends, officers
and directors of the Bialystoker Center, Home and Infirmary

for the Aged, and to the Bialystoker Ladies Auxiliary
fora Happy New Year

MR. & MRS. EDWARD MEYER

Extend Best Wishes to Family and Friends for a
Happy, Healthy and Peaceful New Year

MR. & MRS. M. ARTHUR TARLOWE

Vice-President, Bialystoker Center and Home
and Family

Wish their Relatives and Friends
A Healthy, Happy and Peaceful Year

MR. & MRS. LOUIS SCHNEIER

Extend Best Wishes to Family and Friends fora
Happy, Healthy and Peaceful New Year

MR. AND MRS. MIKE KREMER
and Family
Vice Pres. of the Bialystoker Center and Home
Wishes all Bialystoker and Grodner landsleit

A year of peace and freedom for Jews all over the world,
particularly for the State of Israel

MR. AND MRS. RALPH BELL
and Family

Former President of the Zionist Organization of Chicago

Wish their family, Bialystoker landsleit and friends
A Happy and Healthy New Year and Peace in Israel

M /M ISAAC MELAMDOWICH
Chicago, Ill.
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MR. & MRS. MEYER ZAKHEIM
and Family

Wish their Relatives, Friends and Landsleit
a Healthy, Happy and Prosperous New Year.

MR. & MRS. ABE NEWBORN
and Family
wish their Relatives, Friends and All Israel

A HAPPY NEW YEAR

MRS. RUTH WINSTON
Son BARRY and SUSAN
and Grandchildren

In loving memory of

EDWARD WINSTON
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MILDRED AND EARL
BRAND
and FAMILY

PORTLAND, MAINE

Remember With Love

FORMER VICE-PRESIDENT
OF“THE
BIALYSTOKER CENTER
AND HOME

ALWAYS IN OUR HEARTS

IN LOVING MEMORY OF

My Parents and My Wife's Parents

BENJAMIN & YETTA FINKELSTEIN
HERMAN & BETTY BATISTE

HYMAN FINKELSTEIN

ROSE FINKELSTEIN
President, Bialystoker Ladies Auxiliary
Pays Tribute to the Memory of her Beloved Mother & Father

BENJAMIN & YETTA FINKELSTEIN
Dear Uncle
DAVID ROSENBLOOM
and Dear Aunt
LIBBY ROSENBLOOM
Of Blessed Memory

IN BLESSED MEMORY OF
ISAAC and MINNIE EPSTEIN

Always in our minds and memory
ABRAHAM and VIOLA SAPERSTEIN

IN MEMORY OF
Our Loving Mother and Grandmother
FRIEDA ROTHBERG

MR. & MRS. ISIDORE KIMMEL
and CHILDREN

In Loving Memory of our Parents
MORRIS & ANNA KAPLAN

Abraham & Anita Kaplan Gerry Bachrach
Mathilde Kaplan Harry & Shirley Wachtel

ISIDORE & SHIRLEY SCHEINMAN
and Family
Northbrook, Illinois

Extend to their Relatives and Friends
Wishes for a Healthy, Happy New Year
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MOLLIE ALPERT DIED

The sad news has come to us that Mollie Alpert
died on March 17, 1989, in Merritt Island, Florida.

It was just about a year ago that she had arranged
with Izaak Rybal, Executive Director, for a project
in the Bialystoker Home for the elderly people, in
memory of her late husband, David Alpert. Now

Mollie Alpert

this project will have a plaque with the names of
both Mollie and David Alpert.

Mr. & Mrs. Alpert were very much involved in
working and supporting many organizations, such
as:

Temple Israel, Merritt Island, Sisterhood of Tem-
ple Israel, Jewish War Veterans’ Auxiliary, Brevard
Jewish Retirees and Senior Citizens, American
Association of Retired Persons, Brevard Memorial
Society, American Legion Auxiliary, Brevard
County Humane Society.

They were regular contributors, also, to Green-

peace, several Veterans Organizations, Jewish
Organizations, local Civic groups, Jewish Home for
the Aged and the Bialystoker Center. Mollie and
David gave their time and energies to religious and
worthy organizations. They held offices and were
active participants in all the organizations they
joined. They were fervent believers in helping their
fellow man. They believed in charity and good deeds
and lived their life that way. They were truly good
people and will be sorely missed.

Although Mollie had no next of kin, she always
considered Reesa and Norman Jacobson to be her
family.

The Board of directors of the Bialystoker Center
and Home wish to express their sorrow at losing
such good friends and supporters of the Institution.

ATTENTION ATTENTION

You May Now Receive

The BIALYSTOKER MEMORIAL
BOOK
At A Reduced Price

In order to enable
many more of our
landsleit and friends
to acquire the new monumental

Bialystoker Yizkor — Book

published by our Bialystoker Center in New York we
decided to sell the remaining small quantity of copies
at a reduced price. You may now obtain this great
work containing more than 700 pages in Yiddish and
English for $25.00, and we will forward it to you.

Procure this great Bialystoker Yizkor Book, for
yourself, your children and friends while some copies
are still available.

Please, mail your request for the book, and mail it
to the Bialystoker Center with enclosed check or
money order for $25.00 at the address below:

Please mail check and full address to:
BIALYSTOKER CENTER
228 East Broadway, N.Y.
Tel. (212) 475-7755
ATT: Mr. Izaak Rybal
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ALFRED STERN PASSED AWAY

Alfred Stern, loving husband of Nettie, loving
father of Elayne Brody, Marvin Stern, and Rhona
Lipton, died on April 21, 1989 at the age of 91.
Alfred had just entered the Bialystoker Center as a
resident, where he joined his wife. Alfred and Nettie
were to have celebrated their 67 years of marriage in
June.

Born in Russia on May 15, 1897, Alfred was the
eldest son of Golda and Hillel Stern. He came to this
country at the age of 15 and quickly learned the

Alfred Stern

language of his new homeland. His studies enabled
him to become a dental technician. His interest in
education for others as well as for himself inspired
him to succeed in becoming an honored teacher in
his field... Alfred Stern gave generously of his time
with personal encouragement as well as professional
knowledge to many students under his tutelage.
To Alfred Stern, family, education, and helping
others was his lifetime commitment. He was a man
of dignity, honor, integrity, and inspiration to peo-
ple who knew him. A significant goal for both his
wife, Nettie, and himself was to carry on the work
begun by Nettie’s father and mother for the Bialys-
toker Center. Mary and Louis Davis will long be
remembered because of Alfred’s and Nettie’s dedi-
cation to perpetuate their work. Alfred often spoke
of his comfort in knowing that Nettie would have a
good home and be well cared for at the Center. His

children will always remember his admiration and
praise for the dedication and contribution by Izaak
and Molly Rybal for their lifelong commitment to
the Bialystoker Center and their concern for people.

Alfred Stern was loved and admired by all who
knew him. He is survived by his loving wife, Nettie;
his daughter Elayne and husband Dr. Morris Brody;
his son Marvin and wife Dottee; his daughter Rhona
and husband Dr. Aaron Lipton; five grandchildren:
Carolyn and Jo-Ann Goldfarb; Lisa, Paul and
Deborah Lipton; an older sister, Rose and four
younger brothers, Herman, Harry, Larry, and
Morris.

LISA RAPHAEL

Lisa Raphael of Fort Lauderdale, Florida died
May 28, 1989 following a long illness. She was born
in Bialystok July 3, 1912, to Eva and Max Burstyn
who lived on Rynek Kosciuszko, noted for its tower-
ing clock, a Bialystok landmark.

Lisa Raphael came to the United States in 1929.
Despite poor health, she always tried to get involved
in charitable work and helped a lot when the Club of
Bialystoker Friends was organized.

Lisa left behind in deep sorrow, her husband Joe,
a son Dr. Jerry Raphael P.H.D. living in New York,

Lisa Raphael

a daughter Madeleine Klein living in California, and
working for the Los Angeles Board of Education,
and 3 grandchildren. She is also survived by a
brother Jerome Burstyn, a noted artist, and two
sisters.

She will be missed by her many friends. May she
rest in eternal peace. Blessed be her memory.

The Bialystoker Center and Home extend condo-
lences and sympathy to the entire family.
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ZVI FEIGIN, OUR LANDSMAN, PASSED AWAY

The landsman of Bialystok are shrouded in deep
mourning because of the sudden demise of Zvi Fei-
gin, may he rest in peace. He died in Argentina on
July 21, 1989, at the age of 79 years.

The loss of Zvi Feigin is a great blow to the
organization of his landsmen in Argentina, of which
he was president. He will also be sorely missed by the
Bialystoker Center and Home in New York, to
which he was very devoted and which he supported
most generously. But most of all he will be missed by
the many personal friends and landsmen who loved
and respected him.

Zvi and his wife Stella survived the horrible Nazi-
holocaust and in September 1947 they arrived in

Zvi Feigin

Argentina via Uruguay, where they built a beautiful
home. On july 2, 1989, a short time prior to Zvi’s
sudden death, they celebrated their 43rd wedding
anniversary. They lived their life happily, with devo-
tion and friendship, after the hells they endured
during World War II. During the past 43 years they
established a new life, raising a family of loving
children and grandchildren.

Simultaneously he developed a large metalurgy
industry. There he created a hermetically-sealed
boiler which could endure an enormous amount of
pressure. These machines were not only available in
Argentina but in other countries as well. They were
sold also in Uruguay, Peru, Bolivia and Brazil. Zvi
Feigin’s reputation as an honest and dynamic
industrialist was established.

e ByIZAAK RYBAL

Despite his financial success, however, he never
forgot his Bialystok origin and certainly not Hitler’s
destruction of our Jewish People. While still in the
concentration camp he helped other camp inmates
with whatever he could. And this constant willing-
ness to help others accompanied him his entire life in
Argentina, in Israel and throughout the world.

He especially devoted himself to helping the poor
Jewish immigrants who arrived in Argentina. Many
of them he employed in his factory and others he
helped materially to settle in. He refused no one.

He also generously supported a large number of
community institutions and schools in Buenos
Aires; he was the President of the Hebrew High
School “Bet-Am,” where he established a class in
the name of his wife’s parents, who were killed by the
Nazis in Bialystok. He also supported the religious
school “Heykhal Torah,” the Jewish Hospital and
many others.

Immediately after his arrival in Argentina, he
became involved with the work of the Bialystoker
Organization, of which he was, for many years, the
Chairman and later, the Honorary President. He
was not satisfied with only the communal activities
in Buenos Aires, he also connected with the Bialys-
toker landsmen throughout the world. He was an
honorary member of the Bialystoker Center in
America, he gave financial aid the Bialystoker
Alliance in Israel and, basically, he strived to
immortalize the memory of the martyrs.

The the funeral, which took place on July 23,
there was a large attendance despite the rainstorm.
He was eulogized by the secretary of the Yiddish
newspaper, “The Press,” of which Feigin was the
treasurer of the committee for the support of the
paper. In the name of Bet-Bialystok, Wolf Chinsky
eulogized Feigin. The religious segment was con-
ducted by Cantor Abraham Shmirovitch. Zvi Feigin
was interred on the grounds of the cemetery in
Tablada, nearby the memorial monument to the
martyrs.

He leaves, in deep mourning, his wife Stella, son
Simon-Benjamin, daughter Felicia, son-in-law
Chaim, daughter-in-law Anna, grandchildren Ram-
ina and Ariel, sister Chan’ke, nieces and nephews.

His shining name will be remembered with love by
all his friends, institutions and every one who ever
knew him.

Honor to his memory.
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an Qllemoriam

MAX KOWALSKY, FROM GRODNO,
WAS MURDERED IN BROOKLYN

The Jews of New York were deeply shocked by the
brutal murder of Max Kowalsky, a landsman of
Grodno, who survived the Nazi Holocaust. He was
murdered by a wild anti-semite in Brighton Beach,
Brooklyn, at 75 years of age.

Kowalsky, a carpenter by trade, lived on Brighton
4 Street. On Saturday, he was at home when his son
Lenny came to visit him. The 38 year old son saw a
swastika drawn on his father’s door. He told his
father about it and Kowalsky silently washed the
hateful symbol of the mass murderers of the Jews.
Kowalsky’s father, mother, sister and brother all
perished in Auschwitz.

Kowalsky accused his neighbor, Ruben Martinez-
Zukarino, a 36 year old man, who moved in only a
few months earlier, of having put the swastika on his
door. He was seen with a blue pen in his hand.

Later, Kowalsky, a thin, small man, went to his
neighbor and was so angry, that he grabbed him by
the throat. The police say the Martinez-Zukarino
stabbed the Jew with a fork and scissors and killed
him in his room.

The police arrested the neighbor and accused him
of Kowalsky’s murder. He confessed that he did
indeed draw the swastika on Kowalsky’ door.

The neighbors in the Brighton area are very angry
over the death of their friendly neighbor. They des-
cribed him as one who was always ready to help
others. They all remarked how tragically his life
ended.

A longtime woman friend remarked: “He sur-
vived the concentration camps in order to be mur-
dered here.”

His son, Lenny, explained that his father often
would meet with friends from the old country.

Another son, Robert, said that his father was
never angry, but “if someone draws a swastika on
your door and you have a tattooed number from a
concentration camp on your hand, it would surely
cause you to be furious.”

THE MURDER OF PROFESSOR
MENACHEM SHTERN

® By Zvi Klementinowski
Tel-Aviv

On June 21, 1989, our dear landsman Professor
Menachem Shtern was murdered by Palestine ter-
rorists; Menachem Shtern, the world-famous histo-
rian and professor of the Jerusalem University. He
was 64 years old.

Professor Shtern was one of the most famous, and
perhaps the most famous researcher and writer of
Jewish history, especially of the times of the Second
Temple and of the Roman and Greek era. His most
important work in the English language in “Opin-
ions of Roman and Greek Writers on Judaism”
which was published in 3 volumes. He was a member
of the Israel Academy of Sciences and editor of the
Historical newspaper “Zion.”

Prof. Shtern had close ties to the Bialystok lands-
leit and always took an interest in the matters of the
Bialystok Landsmanshaft. When we discussed with
him the question of publishing a book, the history of
the Jewish community of Bialystok, he expressed
great interest and helped collect documents for it.

He was a good, friendly person and all the Bialys-
toker were justly proud of him. His murder is a
tremendous blow for all of us who knew him, and
the scientific world, of which he was a pillar.

We honor his memory.

Bialystoker Memorial Book
Is Warmly Received

The Bialystoker Center in New York
continues to receive letters of warm praise
from landsleit and friends concerning the
monumental Bialystoker Memorial Book.
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47th BIALYSTOKER-GRODNER
MEMORIAL OBSERVANCE,
SUNDAY, APRIL 29, 1990

Traditionally, the Bialystoker and Grodner
Landsleit will conduct their ANNUAL MEMOR-
IAL OBSERVANCE — the 47th in REVERENCE
OF THEIR HOLOCAUST KEDOSHIM on SUN-
DAY APRIL 29, 1990, at 2:00 p.m. in the audito-
rium of the Bialystoker Center, 228 East Broadway.

We anticipate that the solemn occasion will draw
a large attendance of our people, old and young,
which it well merits. A suitable program will be
arranged. More information will be forthcoming.
Please, reserve the date.

* * *

ANNUAL MEMORIAL MEETING OF
CLUB OF BIALYSTOKER AND
GRODNER FRIENDS AND
VICINITY — MIAMI BEACH

The Bialystoker Club and Grodner Friends of
Miami and Vicinity will conduct the 47th Annual
Memorial Meeting, in commemoration of sixty
thousand martyred Jews of Bialystok, our unforget-
table Kedoshim.

The Memorial will take place Sunday, February
11, 1990 at 2:00 p.m. An appropriate program is in
the planning, with the participation of speakers and
a cantor of repute who will chant the proper prayers.

All Bialystoker and Grodner in Miami Beach and
vicinity and those who will be vacationing there at
the time are cordially invited to join us in this very
meaningful observance for our beloved Kedoshim.

CALENDAR OF COMING EVENTS

1. Annual Chanukah Party, Concert and Dinner,
Sunday, December 17, 1989.

2. Annual Purim Party, Concert and Dinner —
Annual Membership Meeting, Sunday, March
11, 1990.

3. 47th BIALYSTOKER-GRODNER YIZKOR-
MEMORIAL, Sunday, April 29, 1990.

Bialystoker Memorial Book
Is Warmly Received

The Bialystoker Center in New York
continues to receive letters of warm praise
from landsleit and friends concerning the
monumental Bialystoker Memorial Book.
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ROSH HASHANA AND
YOM KIPPUR SERVICES

Rosh Hashana services will commence Friday
evening, September 29, 1989, First day, Saturday
September 30, second day, Sunday October 1.

* * *

Yom Kippur services: Kol Nidrei — Sunday even-
ing, October 8, 1989, Yom Kippur Day, Monday,
October 9 and Yizkor — at about noon.

* * *

SUCCOTH AND FESTIVALS

Succoth: Erev Succoth, Friday October 13. First
day, Saturday, October 14, second day, Sunday,
October 15, Shemini Atzereth and Yizkor, Saturday
October 21, Simchat Torah, Sunday October 22.

* * *

ANNUAL CHANUKAH PARTY,
CONCERT AND DINNER

Our traditional (this year) Chanukah Party, con-
cert and dinner, will be celebrated on Sunday,
December 17, 1989. According to our Home’s cus-
tom, at the party, members and guests light menor-
ahs in commemoration of the miracle of survival of
our people in spite of the designs for extermination
of our race and religion. Please, reserve the date and
celebrate with us.

* * *

PURIM — ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP
MEETING AND PARTY

The annual membership meeting and party of the
Bialystoker Center and Home will be held on Sun-
day, March 11, 1990, in our auditorium, at 228 East
Broadway, New York City. All members are asked
to participate and vote for a slate of officers to the
Board of Directors for the year.

Our Purim Seuda and Party will be celebrated
following the meeting. Hamentashen and many
delicacies will be served. We assure you of an excit-
ing musical program in Purimdik fashion.

Become Members of the Bialystoker Center

and Home for The Aged
b
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UNITED WAY OF NEW YORK CITY

YI

,/ 99 Park Avenue, New York, N.Y. 10016

Mr. [zaak Rybal

Executive Director

Bialystoker Home & Infirmary
for the Aged

228 East Broadway

New York, N.Y. 10002

July 12, 1989

Dear Mr. Rybal:

In recognition of your agency’s valuable assist-
ance to our Speakers and Tours Program, we wish to
invite you to a very special “thank you” on July
27th. As a small token of appreciation for the very
generous contribution your agency makes to United
Way of New York City, Bialystoker Home & Infir-
mary for the Aged will be presented with an “Oscar”
statuette.

You and the other honorees are cordially invited
to a reception on Thursday, July 27th at 5:00 p.m. in
the Tower Suite of the Time & Life Building in
Rockefeller Center. Enclosed is an RSVP invitation.

We look forward to seeing you there.

Sincerely,

Sheila Chabrowe
Manager, Special Projects

To the Editor
of the Bialystoker Stimme
Izaak Rybal

I am a new resident of the Home and I wish to
thank Mr. Rybal, the Director of the Bialystoker
Center, and Mr. Wayne Orlowitz, the Director of
Social Service, for making my stay in my new Home
comfortable and pleasant. Mr. Rybal is an old time
good friend and many times in my life he was helpful
in solving my difficult problems. A real Bialystoker.
Mr. Orlowitz is not a Bialystoker but with his energy
and warm attitude is trying to help with all these
small and big problems which life is full of.

For the coming New Year I wish both of these two
wonderful persons a really Happy ‘““Shona Tova™
and many, many more years to come to do their
important and fruitful work. G-d bless you!

With appreciation,

Freida Bramson
New York, Bialystoker Home

To the Editor of the
Bialystoker Stimme
Izaak Rybal

Dear Mr. Rybal:

Thank you very much for working with me on
Monday. The information you gave me will help me
in my research on the writing of YSKUR-BICHER.

The Bialystoker YSKUR-BICHER is fabulous, a
real accomplishment. I couldn’t put it down. For
me, it is a wonderful introduction to the town and
people of Bialystok. I had no idea, when I began my
research project, that I would find such jewels. I
hope, through my work on memorial books, to
understand the community spirit that encouraged
people to come together and write down their his-
tory. The Bialystoker landsmanshaft seems to inten-
sify this spirit. I’'m really grateful to meet people
from a community that can do this kind of work.

You are a living treasure; so is the Bialystoker
Center. I hope to see you soon.

Thanks again.

Rosemary Horowitz

Dear Mr. Rybal:

As per our phone conversation, I am enclosing
two poems for the Bialystoker Stimme.

May I compliment you on your last journal which
was a masterpiece. I really enjoyed reading it and
was fascinated by the stories and facts contained
there-in.

My best wishes to you, Mrs. Rybal and the family
for a good healthy and happy new year filled with
blessings.

Very sincerely yours,

(the poet)

Bernard Gevertzman
500 B Grand Street
New York, N.Y. 10002

Bialystoker Memorial Book
Is Warmly Received
The Bialystoker Center in New York

continues to receive letters of warm praise
from landsleit and friends concerning the
monumental Bialystoker Memorial Book.
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Ms. Evelyn Milano
Bialystoker

228 East Broadway
New York, NY

July 19, 1989

Dear Evelyn:

It was a pleasure meeting with you the other day
and discussing the possibilities of some joint pro-
gramming between your wonderful Home and the
Police Athletic League. This is an exciting venture
and I hope we can see it through to a successful
fruition.

Thanks also for the tour of your magnificent facil-
ity, and for the lovely lunch. I was singularly
impressed with the wonderful care you provide for
your patients. I look forward to working with you in
the future.

Sincerely,

John J. Ryan
Executive Director

Warren E. Gilfus
New York State Office For the Aging
Albany, New York 12220

July 16, 1989

Dear Mr. Gilfus:

On behalf of all our Congregates, we would like to
express our admiration for the Bialystoker Home
for the Aged, located at 228 East Broadway, New
York, which is considered a shrine in our Commun-
ity; where the elderly and infirm spend their golden
years in a place immaculate in every respect and
where people spend the last years of their lives in
happiness.

We would appreciate all and every consideration
given to the Bialystoker Home, so as to enhance
their services to the entire community.

Very truly yours,

Rabbi Elias S. Heftler

Mr. Warren E. Gilfus

New York State Office of the Aging
Box 2082

Albany, N.Y. 12220

July 26, 1989

Dear Mr. Gilfus:
On behalf of the United Jewish Council of the
East Side Inc., we would like to express our concern
for the Bialystoker Home for the Aged, located at

228 East Broadway. It is an example of one of our
community oriented organizations. Primarily, the
Home provides nursing care and live-in facilities for
Senior Citizens. The care provided facility residents
is outstanding and the Home could easily serve asan
example for other facilities.

Bialystoker Home For The Aged extends itself
beyond the call of duty. The leadership and Board of
Directors have been very helpful in the community.
The UJC has used their facilities for different
activities.

It is my opinion that the International Demon-
stration Grant Program would strengthen the capa-
bility of the Bialystoker Home For The Aged.

Very truly yours,

David Weinberger
Community Coordinator

Warren E. Gilfus
New York State Office for the Aging
Albany, New York 12220

July 26, 1989

Dear Mr. Gilfus,

Bialystoker Home for the Aged (228 East Broad-
way, New York City) provide an important service
to the Lower East Side community. As they have
expressed an interest in becoming involved in a dem-
onstration project which would bring the children
and aged together, Lower East Side Family Union
(LESFU) is in complete support of their intentions.
Since our work is with the families of the Lower East
Side of the city, we clearly recognize the importance
and the innovativeness of such a project.

On behalf of LESFU, I would appreciate all con-
sideration given to the Home in review of their
proposed demonstration project.

Sincerely,

Alfred Herbert, Jr.
Executive Director

THE BIALYSTOKER MEMORIAL BOOK
At a Reduced Price!

published by our Bialystoker Center in New York we decided
to sell the remaining small quantity of copies at a reduced
price. You may now obtain this great work containing more
than 700 pages in Yiddish-and English $25.00, and we will
forward it to you.

Please, mail chech and full address to:

BIALYSTOKER CENTER
228 East Broadway, N.Y.C.
Tel. (212) 475-7755
Att: Myr. Izaak Rybal
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LETTERS TO OUR EDITOR

Mr. Warren E. Gilfus

Intergenerational Demonstration Program
New York State Office for the Aging

Box 2082

Albany, N.Y. 12220

July 26, 1989
Dear Mr. Gilfus:

The Lower East Side of Manhattan is an area rich
in both ethnic and cultural diversity. Due to its
proximity to Ellis Island many waves of immigrants
established their first homes in this area and to this
date it remains a melting pot and truly a polyglot
community.

In spite of various socioeconomic dynamics, this
community has proved itself to be a bastion of sta-
bility. This stability is attributable mostly to the
commitment of community concerned organiza-
tions and leaders.

The Bialystoker Home for the Aged, located at
228 East Broadway N.Y. 10002 is a prime example of
such a community oriented organization. Primarily,
the Home provides nursing care and live-in facilities
for senior citizens. The care provided facility resi-
dents is outstanding and the Home could easily serve
as a paradigm for other facilities to emulate.

Bialystoker Home for the Aged extends itself far
beyond the parameters normally associated with a
nursing home facility. The leadership and Board of
Directors for this institution have both in the past,
and currently, fostered and maintained a close
working relationship with the community and the
local police precinct. Through the generosity of Bia-
lystoker Home for the Aged, their facilities have
been used to host crime prevention seminars, dis-
tribute personal and home security material and
even host a joint police/community breakfast.

As a precinct commander, I am keenly aware of
the importance of police/community interaction as
a prerequisite for the delivery of professional police
service. During my one year tenure as this precinct’s
commanding officer, both the police department
and the community have benefited from the support
and guidance provided by the Bialystoker Home for
the Aged.

It is my opinion that the International Demon-
stration Grant Program would strengthen and
enhance the capability of the Bialystoker Home for

the Aged to even further expand its horizons and in
so doing, strengthen the community in particular
and the city at large.

Very truly yours,

Lowell Stahl

Deputy Inspector
Commanding Officer,
Seventh Precinct NYPD

Mr. Warren B. Gilfus, Coordinator
Intergenerational Demonstration Grant
New York State Office for the Aging
Box 2082

Albany, NY 12220

July 27, 1989
Re: Bialystoker Home & Infirmary for the Aged

Dear Mr. Gilfus:

I am contacting you on behalf of the Bialystoker
Home and Infirmary for the Aged, which I am
proud to have situated within my district, the Lower
East Side Community. It has come to my attention
that recently this fine institution submitted its appli-
cation under your agency’s Intergenerational Dem-
onstration Grant Program for adequate funding.

As the legislative representative of this commun-
ity, as well as a life-long resident, I am well aware of
the tremendous contribution which this fine organi-
zation has bestowed upon the elderly members of
my district. The excellent level of medical care, in
conjunction with providing these senior citizens
with such a caring environment within which to
reside, are two of many reasons why the Bialystoker
Home and Infirmary for the Aged and truly worthy
of this additional source of funding. I remain confi-
dent that after careful consideration of this institu-
tion’s record of achievements and excellent service,
your agency will grant the funding requested and
enable the home to partake in the Intergenerational
Demonstration program.

Thank you in advance for the opportunity to
share my views with regard to a vital member of my
community. I will look forward to your favorable
reply.

Very truly yours,

Sheldon Silver
Member of Assembly
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plan a publication which will immortalize the
thoughts and the feelings of our graduates. I recall
that in 1939 the Gymnasium planned to come out
with such a book, but the Nazis invaded before it
was published. By coming out with it, now, we make
a point: we bounce back!

We plan to establish a non-profit organization,
open bank accounts, and call on all interested par-
ties to help and contribute.

Your perspective, your advice, your blessing, your
resources are humbly solicited. Would you extend
your leadership to this cause? [ can be reached at the
above address, or through direct dialing: 011-927-4-
668-664.

Most Respectfully,

Yaakov Samid,
Chairman, Organizing Committee
Bialystok Gymnasium Alumni

Mr. Wayne Orlowitz May 15, 1989
Social Work Director

Bialystoker Center, Home

and Infirmary for the Aged

228-230 East Broadway

New York, N.Y. 10002

Dear Mr. Orlowitz

On behalf of our Long Term Care professional
staff, I would like to thank you, Terry Tirrito, Lois
Schamm and Tatiana Burgeois for coming to our
office on Wednesday, May 19, 1989 to address our
surveyors.

The presentation of the program on Social Work
in long term care facilities was extremely profes-
sional and timely. Our staff’s response to this pro-
gram was gratifying — everyone indicated that the
program was excellent in both the content and the
manner of presentation.

Sincerely,

Lillian Kaplen, RHNSA
Coordinator Staff Development

Izaak Rybal
Bialystoker Home
228 East Broadway
New York, NY 10002

March 23, 1989

Dear Mr. Rybal,

On behalf of everyone at NYU Graduate Film, I
would like to express my gratitude for the help you
have given our second year student, Brad Berman.
The opportunity you have provided for Brad to
obtain direct, in the field experience indocumentary
filmmaking is greatly appreciated by the faculty and
students of the film school.

From what Brad has told me about the care of the
patients of the Bialystoker Home, I commend you
on your excellent work and the vital service you
provide. Thanks again.

Sincerely,

Eleanor Hamerow
Head of Graduate Film

To the Editor
of the Bialystoker Stimme
Izaak Rybal

Mr. & Mrs. Leon Fried are proud to announce
their son Allan’s graduation from N.Y.U.

Allan graduated with honors from Business
School at N.Y.U. in 1986 and then continued in Law
School at N.Y.U. He graduated from Law School in
June of 1989.

Allan Fried

Mr. & Mrs. Fried are members of the Bialystoker
Center for many years. They are devoted and caring
of our Institution. All of us, at the Bialystoker Cen-
tre wish them continued happiness and nachas from
their son Allan. Hearty congratulations to the
entire Fried family.

BUY AND HELP US PUBLICIZE
THE NEW BIALYSTOKER
MEMORIAL BOOK
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LETTERS TO OUR EDITOR

Izaak Rybal
Executive Director
of the Bialystoker Home

Dear Izaak

I was very happy to receive a letter from my good
friend Sam Neidorf, recently. He enclosed a picture
of his wife, Edna, son, Richard, Daughter-in-law,
Helena, and Andrew, his grandson, taken at the
enrobing of his son, when he was appointed to the
Criminal Division of the Superior Court by the Gov-
ernor of California, in March, 1989.

The news in their family is that their daughter,
Jackie, and her husband, have a fine art gallery in
Los Angeles, their granddaughter, Lura, after gra-

Sam & Edna Neidorf with
Andrew, Helena and Richard

duating from M.LT. in civil engineering in three
years, will be taking up law at Loyola University, she
is in the top 5% of her class. Marci graduated from
Harvard University two years ago, and their young-
est granddaughter, after spending two years at the
Smithsonian Institute, is coming to N.Y.U. for her
masters degree. They plan on coming to New York
to visit her and the Bialystoker Center and Home.

They are very proud of all their family and are
grateful to have such happiness from them.

The Bialystoker Center and Home is delighted
with this letter. Sam and Edna Neidorf are good
standing members of our institution and we are very
proud of them. We wish them and their family many
more years of joy together.

Mr. Izaak Rybal

Executive Director
Bialystoker Center & Home
228 East Broadway

New York, NY 10002
U.S.A.

July 20, 1989

Dear Mr. Rybal:

It is a great pleasure for me to write to you. As a
fellow Jew from Bialystok, I would like to congratu-
late you on your longstanding contributions to the
cultural heritage of our beloved, lost congregation. I
was delighted to learn about your important work
and ceaseless efforts on behalf of various Jewish
public projects; and especially about your efforts to
help Kiryat Bialystok in Yahud.

Let me introduce myself, however briefly: I was
born as Yaakov Siemiatycki, (now Samid), and was
raised in Bialystok where I graduated in 1929 from
the Hebrew Gymnasium. Subsequently I studied
electrical engineering in Bren, Czechoslovakia, and
in 1935 I made “Aliya” and moved to Palestine.

Recently I took the initiative to bring together
graduates from the old gymnasium in Bialystok. It
will be 70 years since its establishment. The collec-
tive story of our graduates should be told. The idea
was received with enthusiasm. Surviving graduates
from all over the world expressed their desire to take
part, to get together, to commemorate, and
celebrate.

I contacted our most distinguished graduate,
Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir (class of 1932). He
was equally enthused, and he expressed his opinion
that this is indeed a worthwhile undertaking. He is
willing to participate and possibly sponsor the
planned conference.

The strong, unreserved reaction propelled me to
establish a committee for this very purpose: alumni
conference. We prepared a partial graduate list, and
we proceed in organizing the effort.

As usual, such efforts require time, dedication,
skills, ideas and money. We can use all of the help we
can get.

Mr. Michael Peliker from Kiryat Bialystok
pointed out that you are in a unique position to
appreciate this effort. Your record is 40 years of
tireless dedication committed to the resurrection of
a culture. The Jewish community that was — is no
more. The Gymnasium in Bialystok was destroyed,
but its surviving graduates started anew.

We want to send a word through the media, we
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ABOUT LANDSLEIT AND
FRIENDS FROM GRODNO

® By Mike Kremer

MOTL KOWALSKI — A VICTIM
OF ANTI-SEMITISM

In June 1989, our Grodno landsman and friend
Motl Kowalski was murdered in a most outrageous
manner. (He was the son of Leibke the Cantor, on
Podolna Street.)

Motl was known throughout Brighton Beach in
Brooklyn, and in recent years they gave him the
nickname ‘“The Mayor of Brighton Beach.”” He was
loved by all his friends and was always ready to help
and do favors for others.

After surviving the Grodno Ghetto and Ausch-
witz, he lived all his years in Brighton, together with
his family. He maintained a room in a ‘“Rooming
House,” which, in time, became a “‘club,’” where all
the retired friends would gather.

The day he died, he had words with one of the
neighbors — a Cuban immigrant. Following this,
the Cuban painted a swastika on Motl’s door. Motl
became enraged and a fight ensued, especially when
he (Motl) found him with his hands full of paint and
there was no question who had painted the swastika.

Of course, Motl, who was in his 70’s, was no
match for the Cuban. He stabbed Motl with a pair of
scissors and afterwards beat him to death with a
religious statue.

44 years after six million Jews were destroyed
there still exists, among certain elements, anti-
semitism and hatred. And it was Motl’s fate to die at
the hands of a murderer, to whom the swastika is the
symbol of hatred towards our people. The poison,
which Hitler spread throughout the world, still
exists among us and we must not forget it.

In the name of all our landsleit and friends, we
express our sympathy to Mrs. Kowalski and her
two sons.

We hope that the murderer will receive a just
sentence and spend his entire life in prison.

Mot!’s blood was spilled through the hands of a
murderer, which represents Ani-Semitism. But
Motl’s resistance proved that we defend, and will
defend, our honor and the honor of our 6,000,000
martyrs.

Honor to his memory.

Hana and Mike Kremer

HERSHL FEIGIN, OF
BLESSED MEMORY

The sad news that Hershl Feigin passed away in
Argentina on July 21, 1989 shocked us all. He was a
good Jew, a good friend and also a staunch suppor-
ter of the Home for the Aged in New York.

I shared with Hershl the horrors of the liquidation
of the Bialystok Ghetto, the Grodno and Lomze
prisons, the Stuthoff and Auschwitz concentration
Camps. During that time of tragedy and death,
when one could really recognize a friend, Hershl
stood out as a light in the darkness.

A first rate specialist, he always helped those who
had no trade. He kept them in his commando and
helped them out as much as possible with an extra
piece of bread and soup. Since he was a little older
than the group (of our 150 men) he was the teacher
and gave encouragement with his words: *“Children,
don’t surrender. We will outlive the murderers.”

In 1945 our roads separated. He, together with a
group, hid out in Auschwitz and were liberated after
the offensive, by the Red Army. I, together with a
group of Bialystok and Grodno landsleit, still had to
experience Buchenwald and other camps.

I met up with him again in 1964, when my wife and
I visited Argentina. Following that, we met during
other visits in Argentina, Israel as well as in New
York and this was truly for us a happy event. He
always took pleasure from the Bialystoker Home
and Center and never came empty-handed. He was
also active in Buenos Aires.

With Hershl’s death, we lost a good friend and
co-worker of the Home.

We express our sincere sympathy to his wife and
children.

Hana and Mike Kremer

EXPRESSION OF CONDOLENCE ON
THE DEATH OF MRS. CITRON

Dear Friend Dr. Citron,

The sad news about your wife’s death has shocked
us — Chana and 1. We see before our eyes our
meetings in New York and Israel and her love and
friendship.

We extend our condolences to you and your
family!

Hana and Mike Kremer
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SUCCESSFUL CONCERT, “WITH LOVE TO ISRAEL”
AT LINCOLN CENTER

The Bialystoker Center, Home for the Aged and
Hospital in New York has instituted the tradition of
presenting remarkable concerts. This year’s, how-
ever, with its excellent program, exceeded all the
others to date.

These sentiments were expressed by the President
of the Home, Sam Solasz, and the Executive Direc-
tor, Izaak Rybal. They made these statements fol-
lowing the intermission at the concert. Rybal, who
spoke in Yiddish, took the opportunity to introduce
to the audience Ada Einhorn, who produced and
arranged the beautiful concert. Incidently, the Bia-
lystoker and Grodner friends are the only ones in
New York who even undertake to present an event
of such gigantic stature and the huge and enthusias-
tic response by the 2700 participants is the best sign
that the New York Jews appreciate it and want the
concerts to continue.

The current 15th Annual Benefit Concert took
place on Sunday Afternoon, September 24, 1989, in
the beautiful Avery Fisher Hall at Lincoln Center.
The musical revue in Yiddish, English and Hebrew
was presented under the theme of: WITH LOVE TO
ISRAEL.

The concert was opened by Vladislav Ovetsky, the
internationally known violin virtuoso, who recently
arrived from Soviet Russia. He performed a pot-
pourri of Yiddish and Hebrew songs, as well as a
number which portrayed his highly artistic talent.
He was accompanied by Sal Sicari at the piano
together with his orchestra. The Sicari Orchestra
also accompanied all the other artists in an out-
standing manner.

A great attraction was the famous Bialystoker
cantor Sol Zim. This time he also brought his two
sons Craig and Eric Zim, the two dynamic singers
who presented a most memorable concert. The huge
audience thanked them with thunderous applause
and would not let them leave the stage.

After the intermission and following the greetings
of President Sam Solasz and Executive Director
Izaak Rybal, Freddie Roman, who is known as
America’s best-known comic, appeared on the
stage. His humorous monologue about Jewish life in
America was received with resounding laughter by
the huge audience and was thanked warmly with
their loud applause.

Aliza Kashi, the famous Israeli star of television
and theatre stages, again displayed her great talent.

She gave a beautiful performance of Yiddish, Eng-
lish and Israeli songs and the audience heartily
joined in by singing the well-known songs. Also
Aliza Kashi, as the other performers, was accom-
panied by Sal Sicari and his orchestra and the
audience thanked them warmly for the beautiful
concert.

In the span of three hours, the audience of 2700
persons experienced a spiritual pleasure. They also
had the opportunity of meeting with their townspeo-
ple and friends and wished each other a good,
healthful year and expressed the hope that they
would meet each other again next year, at the 16th
concert of the Bialystoker Center and Home for the
Elderly.

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

of the Bialystoker Shtimme
Mr. Izaak Rybal

Dear Mr. Rybal:

We sincerely hope this finds you and your wife in
the best of health, and, as always, hope all is going
well at the Bialystoker Home.

In memory of our dear Mother, Rose Kass and
Barnet Kass, we are enclosing a donation to the
Bialystoker Home, for the “New Year,” to be used
where most needed.

Be “Well” Mr. Rybal and continue your sincere,
capable, admirable, and strong devotion to the Bia-
lystoker Home. Best wishes to you and your wife
and family, and all at the Home for a “Very Happy,
Healthy New Year.”

Sincerely,

Mr. & Mrs. Earl Brand
1500 Forest Avenue
Portland, Maine 04103

On behalf of my wife, Molly, and myself, I would
like to extend best wishes to Mr. & Mrs. Brand for a
Happy, Healthy New Year.

Become Members of the Bialystoker Center
and Home for The Aged
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ADAM BRAMSON’S
BAR MITZVAH

Adam Bramson, son of Kay and Philip Bramson
and grandson of Gertrude and the late Oscar Bram-
son, celebrated his Bar Mitzvah on July 8, 1989 at
Vassar Temple, Poughkeepsie, New York. Mr. and

Adam Bramson

gy
&

L. to R. Philip, Adam, Kay, Ashley

BOB AND DIANE BRAMSON
ARE PROUD OF THEIR CHILDREN

Jonathan Scott (“J.B.””) Bramson was graduated
from the University of Pennsylvania College of
Veterinary Medicine, with a V.M.D. Degree in May,
1989. The Veterinary School has a tradition which
allows relatives who are veterinarians to give the
graduate his diploma, and Dr. Paul Bramson, J.B.’s
uncle and the Chief Veterinarian and a professor at
the University of Pittsburgh, did the presentation.
J.B. is the son of Robert S. and Diane S. Bramson, of
Merion, Pennsylvania, the grandson of the late
Oscar Bramson and Gertrude Bramson, and the
nephew of Izaak and Molly Rybal and Diana
Medvedev.

J.B. is now practicing small animal veterinary
medicine in Great Falls, Virginia, near Washington,
B,

As to the other children of the Bob and Diane
Bramson family:

Jennifer, like J.B. a graduate of Colgate Univer-
sity, has begun a Ph.D. program in Psychology at
Nova University in Florida.

Jim, a 1988 graduate of Dartmouth College, is
working in Taiwan and learning Chinese, and will
start law school at the University of Pennsylvania in
September, 1990.

Julia is a senior at Lower Merion High School.

Bob recently left the prestigious Philadelphia law
firm of Schnader, Harrison, Segal & Lewis after
twenty-one years as a partner and head of the Com-
puter Law Group, and is now a Vice President and
Chief Technology Counsel for Unisys Corporation,
the computer company.

Mrs. Philip Bramson also have a daughter, Ashley
Rose 10. There was a beautiful reception at the
Bramson’s home following a kiddush at the Temple.

Philips late father, Oscar Bramson, came from
Bialystok in 1930. Oscar and Gertrude have been
devoted members of the Bialystoker Center and
Home all these years.

Adam is the Great Nephew of Diane Medvedev
and Izaak and Molly Rybal.

The Bialystoker Center extends best wishes to
Adam for a wonderful life and a most successful
future, also sincere congratulations to the Bramson
and Hogan families.
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PHILIP MACHNIKOFF, CPA
LOEB & TROPER

270 MADISON AVENUE NEW YORK, N.Y. 10016
Mr. Izaak Rybal

Bialystoker Center, Home

and Infirmary for the Aged

228 East Broadway New York, N.Y. 10002

Dr. Mr. Rybal:

I am enclosing a Press Release from a recent visit
to Washington.

Philip Machnikoff, CPA, the accountant for the
Bialystoker Center, board member of the Union of
Orthodox Congregations of America, recently met

Senator Daniel Patrick Moynihan and
Philip Machnikoff

with U.S. Senator Daniel Patrick Moynihan at a
legislative session in Washington, D.C. While there
they discussed recent Soviet Jewish immigration and
security issues facing the State of Israel. Sen. Moyni-
han was most perceptive to hear views on this impor-
tant topic.

The Bialystoker Center and Home is very proud
that Philip Machnikoff, of Loeb & Troper, is our
accountant. He is very active in Jewish causes and
involves himself in the fight for Jewish rights. We
wish him continued success in his many endeavors.

Become Members of the Bialystoker Center
and Home for The Aged

CONNIE & SIDNEY SHAPIRO

7111 Glenn Annie Lane
Olympia, WA 98502

My dear friend Mr. Rybal:

I am writing to bring you up-to-date with my
family.

As you know, my late parents, Sam & Sophie
Shapiro, of blessed memory, were very active in the
building of the Home and I was active when the
original Home was renovated.

When my parents celebrated their 50th wedding
anniversary, the late Mr. David Sohn presented
them with a plaque for all their good work, at a
dinner given in their honor by the Bialystoker Cen-

Sidney Shapiro and grandson
James Isaac Stewart

ter and Home. Both my wife and I had a grandfather
who died at the Home and my beloved father also
spent his last years at the Home.

I am enclosing a picture I had taken with the
newest member of our family, James Isaac Stewart,
born 3/29/89. Our daughter Sara has a daughter,
Erin Rebecca Koch, our daughter Debra has two
sons, Samuel and James Stewart. Our son, Kenneth,
lives in Ft. Lauderdale. On behalf of our three
grandchildren, we are enclosing a check for the Bia-
lystoker Center and Home and we send our love and
regards to all.

The Bialystoker Center and Home wish you both
much nachas from James Isaac and all your children
and grandchildren. May you spend many years of
happiness together.

Sam Solasz
President

Izaak Rybal
Executive Dirvector
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THE BIALYSTOKER PICNIC

® By Sol Krim

July 19th, 1989, the annual picnic which the Bia-
lystoker Center and Home provides for its residents,
took place. It was, as always, held in the garden,
which then appears as a small oasis in the midst of a
desert. The garden on the corner of Clinton and East
Broadway was blossoming with beautiful flowers
and green grass, and was decorated with balloons
and confetti.

This is just how the garden of the Bialystoker
Center appeared, when we — I, my wife Ethel and

Izaak Rybal, Evelin Milano and
Katherine Tillman at picnic

Molly Rybal — arrived to help with the picnic. This
has already become a tradition for us and we do it
with the greatest of pleasure.

When all the residents, who must not remain in
their beds, were brought down from all the floors —
the majority of them in wheel chairs — the picnic
meal was already prepared. The hamburgers, franks
and chicken, which were barbecued on the spot, sent
their aroma throughout the entire neighborhood. In
addition to this were also salads and hot or cold
drinks.

Precisely at 12 Noon everything was ready. The
music was playing and the singer was singing and the
young boys and girls, whom the city sent to help out,
were ready to serve everyone who had come to the
picnic.

Of course, it is not easy to prepare all of this. Mr.
Cosimo, who is responsible for arranging the places
where the residents would sit, worked very hard. He
ran and carried and placed everything. In doing so,
he displayed a great deal of tenderness and sym-

Izaak Rybal, Cosimo Mastropierro
and Sol Krim at picnic

pathy for the older people. His loyalty is truly out-
standing. Mr. Cosimo is an unusual person.

Attending the picnic were also a number of family
members or close friends of the residents who helped
them to eat and also enjoyed the picnic themselves.
But those who could not feed themselves, were
helped by the employees of the Home. Also helping
in this were Ethel Krim and Molly Rybal, as you can
see on the photographs which I took.

Everyone thoroughly enjoyed the successful pic-
nic. But the most satisfied was our Izaak Rybal. He
walked around and visibly derived joy and pleasure
seeing the residents enjoying themselves and spend-
ing a happy few hours.

Of course, afterward the really difficult work of
returning the 80 elderly people to their rooms began.
But everything went well and in an organized
fashion, because our Home has an excellent and
outstanding staff.

Let us hope that next year it will not be worse.

Residents enjoying annual picnic
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“KIRYAT BIALYSTOK” WILL CELEBRATE
40 YEARS OF ITS EXISTENCE

In the month of May, 1990, Kiryat Bialystok will
celebrate its 40th anniversary. The Association that
came from Bialystok in Israel, therefore, has decided
to mark this historic occasion in a suitable manner.
It will be a celebration not only for the Bialystoker in
Israel, but for all the landsleit throughout the entire
world, who have helped establish this beautiful set-
tlement. Therefore, they should all make every effort
to come to us and together we shall mark this impor-
tant date.

We took advantage of the visit to Israel made by
Molly and Izaak Rybal, Executive Director of the
Bialystok Center and Home in New York, and dis-
cussed the forthcoming celebration of Kiryat Bialys-
tok. Toward this end it was decided to renovate our
“Bet Ha-am.”

Mid-June we met with the Mayor of Yehud, Mor-
decai Sinnick. I asked him to lend us his municipal
engineer, who might give us a professional sugges-
tion as to how we could keep our expenses down.
The Mayor responded positively to our request and
shortly we would meet with the architect concerning
creating a ““Memorial Room™ or a ““mini-Museum.”

It was difficult for me to fathom that my dream of
the renovating of the “Bet Ha-am” would actually
be realized. I have the impression, that since the last
time the Rybals were in Israel, a new period will
begin of fruitful co-efforts on many levels.

We here in Kiryat Bialystok, have the opportunity
to erect various impofrtant communal projects for
our landsmanshaft. We also will be able to better
utilize the “Bet Ha-am,” after its renovation. This
would be the most appropriate location to have the
celebration of the 40th anniversary of Kiryat
Bialystok.

As previously stated, our settlement came about
thanks to the efforts of the Bialystok landsleit
throughout the whole world, but especially from the
American people from Bialystok. In this waya living
monument was erected to the memory of our dear-
est, who were so brutally cut down by the German
Nazis.

The streets of Kiryat Bialystok bear the names of
our famous landsleit, Rabbi Molever, Dr. Chazano-
wicz, Sukenik, Tenenbaum, Malmud and others.
The synagogue, the Bet Ha-am, the kindergardens,
even the small forest and other institutions symbol-
ize the loyalty of our Bialystok landsleit to the State
of Israel. This help did not cease upon the comple-

® By Michael Flicker
Israel

tion of the development of Kiryat Bialystok, but has
continued in many parts of Israel. The greatest
credit must be given, in this project, to the Bialys-
toker Center in New York under the direction of
Izaak Rybal.

“Kiryat Bialystok,” during its 40 years, has expe-
rienced various difficult times. People left the settle-
ment to be closer to their places of employment, or
because it was difficult to till the soil near their
homes. Today it is a blossoming town, with new
houses, new streets and every municipal institution a
settlement should have. The children of our old
Bialystok inhabitants are building their homes near
those of their parents. Also young people —
strangers — purchase land and build their homes in
Kiryat Bialystok. We cannot change this, and per-
haps it is good this way, because ultimately we must
all mix and create one people.

Our landsmanshaft conducts the normal activities
of the settlement. In the Bet Ha-am there exists, for
the past almost 12 years, a club for older, retired and
lonely people. The landsmanshaft conducts annual
memorials adjacent to the beautiful monument,
which is located near the dignified synagogue. We
organize outings throughout all of Israel, we have a
Yiddish theatre, an exhibit and other activities.
Because of them the name of Bialystok is known
throughout the country. The landsmanshaft also
maintains good relations with the majority of
Yehud, which values our activity and appreciates its
importance.

It is important to come to Israel and to see with
your own eyes, our settlement, which bears, and will
always bear, the name of our dear, memorable
hometown — Bialystok.

BUY AND HELP US
PUBLICIZE THE GREAT
NEW BIALYSTOKER
MEMORIAL BOOK
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RECEPTION IN ISRAEL FOR THE
BIALYSTOKER GUESTS, THE RYBAL'S

In an extremely torrid day, which happens in
Israel, there gathered together in the middle of the
week, on a work-day, Wednesday, June 14, 1989,
about one hundred Bialystok landsleit. They came
to welcome their dear guests, Molly and Izaak
Rybal. The reception took place in the hall of the
Organization of Polish Jews on Dizingoff Street in
the center of Tel-Aviv, which was attended by the
entire Bialystoker leadership and representatives
from all over the land.

The evening was convened by the young Sho-
shana Shaham, a lawyer, and a Second Generation
Bialystoker. She gave a general report of the work of
the Bialystok organization in Israel and introduced
plans for future activities. She also welcomed the
Rybals warmly, mentioning their activity and phi-
lanthropic efforts on behalf of the State of Israel.

Lawyer Klementinowski also greets the guests
and reminds everyone that thanks to the efforts of
the Rybal family and their financial investment, the
reality of the efforts of the Bialystoker Center for
Israel was made possible.

Chaike Grossman, past Knesset member, greets
the guests and recounts the memories she had of her
last visit to Poland and to Bialystok. Lawyer Eynat
speaks about the legal points of the Bialystoker
Center and doesn’t forget to praise the guests for
their help. A number of Bialystoker landsleit, who
came from various parts of the country, also greeted
the guests.

An important point was made by Friend Drasnik,
a representative of the Grodno Organization in
Israel, in his greeting. After welcoming the guests,
Molly and Izaak Rybal, he tells about the joint
activities of the Grodno and Bialystok landsleit in
America, on all levels — on the cultural, in arrang-
ing joint events such as memorial evenings, as well as
on a philanthropic-communal level by raising funds
for important purposes for Israel. He also menti-
oned his Grodno landsleit, Mike Kremer, and Dora
Russek, who are active in the New York Bialystoker
Center. To those from Bialystok Drasnik said: “You
should be proud to have such a landsman like
Rybal.” His words were received with loud
applause.

The guest of honor, Izaak Rybal, thanked all the
guests and speakers for their warm words. He gave a
short synopsis of the activities in America, about the
Home for the Aged in New York, of which the entire

® By. J. Drasnik
Ramat-Gan, Israel

Jewish community is justly proud; the publication of
the journal Bialystoker Shtime” (The Voice of Bia-
lystok), and other events which take place abroad.

Izaak Rybal also did not forget to mention his
friend, Mike Kremer, the Grodno landsman and
vice pres. of the New York institution, who is very
active and most helpful in the work for the Bialys-
toker Center and Home.

The evening ended on a happy note. Even after the
Chairperson Shacham officially adjourned the
reception for Molly and Izaak Rybal, the guests
remained for a long time chatting with their landsleit
in Israel.

s SR

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

IZAAK RYBAL
BIALYSTOKER CENTER & HOME

Dear Mr. Rybal:
I am enclosing a copy of a letter sent to:

Mrs. Yetta Eisner
209-80 18th Avenue Bayside, N.Y. 11360

from the Bay Terrace Jewish Center

Dear Yetta,

Permit me to express to you on behalf of our
Temple, the Holocaust Commemorative Committee
and on my own behalf, our profound thanks and
warm appreciation for your deeply and emotionally
moving address on Yom Hashoa Day.

Your graphic portrayal of the tragic events as you
experienced them is not only a courageous act but
sets an important and necessary example to other
survivors, to come forth and give their testimony.

Your presentation contributed immeasurably to
the solemnity and decorum of our annual Holocaust
Remembrance Day.

Toda Rabah V’Yeyasher Kohech.

Holocaust Commemorative Committee
Rabby Hyman Levine Arthur Plosker
Chairperson
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A HOME THAT IS A BLESSING FOR OLDER PEOPLE

THE BIALYSTOKER HOME FOR
THE AGED ON EAST BROADWAY

Certain institutions would always present a spe-
cific character of a moral which served to suitably
represent their type of institution with a clear picture
and avoided having to go into long, detailed phrases
to describe the kind of facility they mean. Therefore,
when you referred to a certain facility as an “old age
home,” they knew that the reference was to a neg-
lected, sleepy place, which probably looks like an
old fashioned poorhouse which is generally not kept
clean and contains no more than the most basic
human needs.

Even today, in such an advanced and modern
world, an old age home is considered a place where
there are no extra conveniences and where they
make do with the most necessary furnishings just so
the elderly residents of the institution should be able
to live out their latter years without having to be
tolerated by their children.

It was, therefore, a pleasant surprise for me when
I visited the Bialystoker Center and Home for the
Aged this summer at 228 East Broadway, New York
City, and had the great pleasure of seeing before me
a facility for older people, which seems almost like a
luxury hotel with all the modern furnishings, spot-
lessly clean rooms, furnished with beautiful first
class furniture tailored to the rooms according to the
taste of an “interior decorator,” all the finest and
most modern conveniences for the elderly residents’
greatest comfort.

For the aged, who require medical supervision
and treatment, the Bialystoker Home is like a first
class private hospital with all the medical installa-
tions and machines, with a full staff of specialized
doctors (all Jewish). In fact, the Bialystoker Home
has even more than all the hospitals, because they
also have a dental clinic for the care of teeth, a
podiatric clinic for the care of feet, and more.

The food, which is, naturally, strictly kosher, is
prepared by professional cooks, using the best,
freshest foods, which is as tasty and nourishing as in
the most expensive restaurants. A beautiful shul
with a separate section for women where they pray
every day, on the Sabbath and on holidays, a large
casino where entertainment is provided for the resi-
dents’ amusement, a lovely outside area, where they
can sit outdoors in the fresh air, a special “‘therapy”

® By RABBI JACOB J. HECHT

exercise room for those who require it. In short,
everything you can think of is available.

I was particularly impressed by the gentle attitude
of the nurses towards the residents which one
doesn’t often, unfortunately, see even in the better
hospitals.

The person who deserves recognition for the high
standard of the Bialystoker Center is no other than
the Executive Director Izaak Rybal, who surprised
me with his unusual gentleness and dynamic creativ-
ity not less than the Bialystoker Home with all its
attributes.

Izaak Rybal is not merely a leader of an institu-
tion. Those are plentiful. Rybal is the institution. He
lives the Home. The Home is in his thoughts day and
night. He is involved with the Home, in its welfare
and success, in the welfare and comfort of the elderly
men and women, each one of whom are as dear to
him as his own family members. he is devoted to it
body and soul.

I was strongly impressed by the devotion of the
executives of the Bialystoker Center who gave of their
money, time and efforts. During my visit there,
Shlomo Krim, one of the important leaders of the
Center, who devoted much of his time in the interest
of the Home and helps Rybal in his work was there.

Izaak Rybal was, for this reason, chosen by our
organization, “The Board Rabbinic Education” to
be awarded the “Humanitarian Award,” which is
annually awarded to special people with unusual
accomplishments, at our next dinner which will take
place, with G-d’s help, on the 3rd of December at the
Sheraton Center Hotel.

Izaak Rybal has truly earned this honor.

THE BIALYSTOKER MEMORIAL BOOK
At a Reduced Price!

In order to enable
many move of our landsleit and friends
to acquire the new monumental
Bialystoker Yizkor — Book
Please, mail your request for the book, and mail it to the

Bialystoker Center with enclosed check or money order for
$25.00 at the address below:

BIALYSTOKER CENTER
228 East Broadway, N.Y.C.
Tel. (212) 475-7755
Att: Mr. Izaak Rybal
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Joshua’s grandson, Joel (in beret)
with the Golan Brigade (1989)

ship. In 1936, they joined the Hagana and served in
the “Night Squad” under Orde Charles Wingate, a
British officer on special duty in Palestine. A pas-
sionate campaigner, Wingate trained Jewish youths
and demonstrated to his charges the effectiveness of
guerilla tactics, used against the Arabs, attempting
to cut the Haifa pipeline. An ardent Zionist, he was
admired for his leadership, however, the probability
of his acting against the British to secure Jewish
independence, caused his removal in 1939 to the
dismay of all his followers.

In 1941, Joshua joined the police and was respon-
sible for the security of his area as well as the training
of young volunteers, patrolling dangerous high-
ways. During the War of Independence, he was
appointed Commander of the Haffer Valley and
assisted the escapees from General Anders’ Polish
Army, providing them with shelter and work.
Inspite of these duties, he attended to his very
exhausting work at the farm and the volunteer work
at the municipality.

In 1942, eight years after his arrival in Palestine,
Joshua met and married a pretty young woman,
Geulla, and a year later their first daughter was
born. Tehila, named after her grandmother, was
followed by Jacob, Rivka and Miri. The growing
family demanded great care and attention. Both,
Geulla and Joshua, worked hard to provide for the
four children and saw them through school and
marriage. Soon they were blessed with a score of
grandchildren and before Joshua died his closely
knit family counted ten of them. The oldest grand-
son is now assigned to the Golan and Tehila regrets
that her father didn’t live to see it...

During his entire life, Joshua was haunted by a
fascination for the Bible. With time he joined adult
classes, engaging in passionate study and debate.
His friends and neighbors admired his inquisitive
mind, capacity for sacrifice, zest and spirit. It was
above all his deep humanity which guided him in all

i

Joshua’s daughters: Tehila,
Rivka, and Mira

his deeds. This was the quality which dominated his
adulthood and took him from Bialystok to Bitan
Aharon in Kfar Witkin, in search of a new life in a
Jewish homeland.

Joshua’s passionate longing for independence
and integrity sent him on a journey which saved his
and his parents lifes at the time when ominous
clouds began to gather and threaten to engulf Euro-
pean Jewry. It is not clear if he sensed the danger but
it is sure that he was motivated by a wholehearted
urge to contribute to the building of a homeland for
his people.

Joshua’s proverbial modesty prevented him from
disclosing his motives, he rarely spoke about his part
in the fight for independence but he was humble and
grateful for his destiny and aware of the fact that his
dedication helped to build a homeland and to raise a
clan whose seeds will continue to blossom from
generation to generation.
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FROM BIALYSTOK TO BITAN AHARON

“Tell the children of it and let your children tell
their children and their children another genera-
tion.” Joel 1:3

Joshua Szostakowski (Shai) was a typical product
of Bialystok’s active and vocal prewar community.
With the outbreak of World War II, he would have
been exposed to the Holocaust ordeal but his ideals
and aspirations in life removed him to a different
world. As a young adult, he developed a deeply
seeded affection for a Jewish homeland and made up

Joshua Shai (Szostakowski)
at his farm in Bitan Aharon
(Kfar Witkin)

his mind about his aim and would-be destination in
life. When he died at the age of 73 it was obvious that
during his lifetime he was true to real values and
goals which lurked in his imagination from early
adulthood.

It cannot be overlooked that his life carried a
certain mythic dimension. It began on December 29
(1914) and ended on the same day, a date coinciding
with the death of Rambam, a Spanish-Jewish sage
whose. wisdom and philosophy exerted a certain
influence on his mentality. In his Israeli community,
Joshua was admired for his “uncommon mind,
broad horizons and intelligence.” He was above all
deeply human and kindhearted, carrying behind his
easy disposition an iron will and dexterity.

Already a student at the Gutman Gymnasium in
Bialystok, he was determined to follow his ambition
and lend his life true meaning. Haunted by a con-
suming craving for a Jewish homeland, he included

®© By Dr. Luba Krugman Gurdus

The Shai family at a friend’s
wedding (1981)

into his daily schedule a rigorous athletic routine
which he considered important for his pioneering
tasks. He also developed an uncommon interest in
Jewish history, taught at the school by Dr. S. Gut-
man, an active member of the Zionist fraction of the
Bialystok Kehilah. The study was saturated by a
fervent nationalism which affected all students,
most of whom subsequently joined Hashomer Hat-
zair in anticipation for an aliyah to Eretz Israel.

In the spring of 1926, Joshua’s life was disrupted
and seriously shaken by the sudden death of his
beloved mother Tyla (nee Krugman). Soon his
deeply concerned father hired a young tutor, a law
student from Southern Poland. Under Joachim’s
care and guidance, Joshua’s capacity and flair for
study took on a new dimension. They developed a
friendship and spent much time discussing plans for
the future and sharing a mutual devotion to the
ideal of a Jewish homeland in Palestine.

Under Joachim’s influence, Joshua began to
examine the conditions in Palestine and the skills
needed for reclaiming the country barren soil after
millennia of neglect. They decided that the study of
agriculture would be a useful tool for a settler and in
1931, after graduating from the gymnasium, Joshua
enrolled at the Agricultural Department of Vilno
University. He spent there three years of intensive
studies and left in 1934 for Palestine where he was
joined by his father, Joseph and stepmother Sonia.

During the funeral rites, Joshua’s neighbor of 53
years spoke with emotion about their life and friend-
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A LETTER FROM DR.
SIMON DATNER

Dear Friend Izaak Rybal,

Today I received the Passover Issue #344 of the
“Bialystoker Stimme,” and, as always, it was a ray
of light and a happy experience for me. A job well
done.

I congratulate you heartily upon receiving the
academic honorary title from Bar Ilan University.
It’s a happy occasion for all the Bialystoker.

I read with great attention the rich issue of the
“Bialystoker Stimme’: The very pertinent article
by friend Hamburg, about the tragedy of Jewish
Bialystok and the attempt to rebuild it after the war,
the touching article by Chana Lin-Kizlshteyn, and
many others.

With reference to Leon Mendelovitch’s article, I
wish to remark — I retained in my memory and in
my heart the greatest reverence for Rabbi Dr. Geda-
lye Rosenthal, Ephraim Barash, Peysach Kaplan,
Berl Subotnik, Yakov Goldberg, Dr. Moyshe Katze-
nelson, Dr. Franco Horowitz and all the other
members of the “Yudenrat™ (Jewish Board). They
tried, under the most difficult of circumstances in
light of the inhuman German terror, to save the lives
of the Jews, who were entrusted to them. Unfortu-
nately, they were not successful and they all perished
together with sixty thousand Bialystok victims.

Recently I wrote (in Polish) a dramatic essay

Dr. Shimon Datner

entitled “Itzchok Malmud, the Hero of the Bialys-
tok Ghetto.” I shall attempt to translate it into
Yiddish and would appreciate it,if it could appear in
the ““Bialystoker Stimme.”
Yours,
Dr. Simon Datner
Warsaw, Poland

to be a “‘sign of the solidarity among peoples that
embraces both the living and the dead.”

He Also said that the Birkenau part of the
Auschwitz-Birkenau complex held the gas chambers
where most of the Jews were put to death. He
seemed to imply that by placing the convent in the
Auschwitz part of the complex, the church had
indeed been sensitive to Jewish feelings and had
found an appropriate site.

He did not mention either the 1987 agreement to
remove the convent or Cardinal Macharski’s decla-
ration that it would remain. Other signers of pact,
including Albert Cardinal Decourtray of Lyons,
France, have said they are considered the accords
still binding.

Jewish ‘organizations have announced that
through the International Jewish Committee on
Inter-Religious Consultations, a body responsible
for handling relations with the Vatican, they will ask
the Holy See to intervene. Until now, Pope John
Paul II, who initiateq the convent project while

Archbishop of Cracow, has remained aloof, and the
Vatican has said all decisions lie with local church
officials.

Asked why Pope John Paul II, a former Archbi-
shop of Cracow, had not intervened, a Vatican spo-
kesman has said, “Knowing the degree to which the
Pope respects the local churches, the Pope shows
himself even more respectful of the local church he
comes from.”

Israel’s Minister for Religious Affairs, Zevulun
Hammer, was quoted as saying that church and state
officials he met during a four-day visit to Poland
assured him the convent would be removed.

“In fact, it did not happen that the sisters were
killed on the convent destroyed, because they were
apprehended,” he said. “But do not call the
attackers heroes.”

Addressing Jews, Cardinal Glemp said: “Your
power lies in the mass media that are easily at your
disposal in many countries. Let them not serve to
spread anti-Polish feeling.”
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1,500 JEWISH HOLOCAUST SURVIVORS
DEMAND FROM THE POPE TO REMOVE
CONVENT FROM AUSCHWITZ

Assail Polish Cardinal Glemp for criticizing Jews. —
Jewish Survivors of Death Camps say they are emo-
tionally hurt over statement by Polish Primate. —
Kalman Sultanik of the World Jewish Congress calls
Cardinal’s remarks grotesque and hate-filled. —
Benjamin Meed appeals to the Pope. — Cardinal
O’Connor says he is shocked.

1 ,500 Jews, who survived the Holocaust,
gathered recently at the Brown’s Hotel in the Cats-
kills, where they assailed Polish Cardinal Jozef
Glemp and issued an appeal to Pope John Paul II.
Benjamin Meed, president of the American Gather-
ing Federation of Jewish Holocaust Survivors, sent
the following letter to the Pope.

During the years of the Holocaust you lived in the
vicinity of Auschwitz. You know of the murders at
Auschwitz. You know of the people driven from
Polish and other European cities into cattle cars and
transported directly into gas chambers of
Auschwitz.

Many times in the past, you have spoken about
the plight of the Jews, who perished in the Shoah.
Surely, you know that the overwhelming majority of
the victims were Jews, killed solely because they
were the sons and daughters of the Jewish people.
Their memory must be honored, their identity
affirmed.

Auschwitz is hallowed, sacred ground for us. The
grounds are covered with the bones and ashes of
millions of martyred Jews. It has become a symbol
of the Shoah, the world’s memorial to the
Holocaust.

Accordingly, survivors of the Holocaust along
with Jews everywhere were deeply pained and
angered when Carmelite nuns seized a convent and
set up symbols of faith holy to them but alien to most
of those who perished at Auschwitz. Our anguish is
intensified by the knowledge that this very building
was used by the Nazis to store Zykon B gas.

Neither a convent nor a synagogue should be on
the grounds of Auschwitz. The holy martyrs of
Auschwitz should be left undisturbed. They should
be granted the peace denied them during their lives.

We were reassured when in 1987 leading Catholic
prelates met with Jewish leaders in Geneva and
signed an accord providing for the relocation of the

Carmelite convent no later than February 22, 1989.
This deadline has now passed. Still the convent
remains.

Tragically, the only silence we hear now if from
the Vatican, so reminiscent of fifty years ago. How
should we understand this today? The Vatican must
not remain silent. It cannot remain neutral. It is

Ben Meed

urgent that you direct the removal of the Carmelite
convent from the Auschwitz camp site.”

Meanwhile, Cardinal John O’Connor of New
York said that he was shocked that the Polish Cardi-
nal criticized Jews by saying, “Recently a squad of
seven Jews from New York launched an attack on
the convent at Auschwitz.”

While most Jewish groups assailed Cardinal
Glemp’s remarks, Kalman Sultanik of the World
Jewish Congress, called Glemp’s outburst “Gro-
tesque and hate-filled.” Sultanik added: The Cardi-
nal’s statement reveals an ugly vein of anti-Sem itism
that runs through the Polish church.

Cardinal Glemp in his speech said, ““Christians
had their failings toward the Jews,” but, he said,
“Dear Jews, do not talk with us about the position
of a people raised above all others, and do not
dictate conditions that are impossible to fulfill.”

The Cardinal said the nuns at Auschwitz sought
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Esperanto in ‘Mein Kampf® as a language of the
Jews.”

Adam’s wife and her son, Ludwik, escaped from
the Warsaw Ghetto and spent the rest of the war in
Warsaw under assumed names. Like her husband,
Mrs. Zamenhof was a doctor, and at one time both
worked in a Jewish hospital. She was killed in an
accident after the war.

“The rest of the family was taken to Treblinka,
where they all died,” Dr. Tonkin informed us sadly.

“Ludwik, who now is about 60, lives in Paris,
where he works as a civil engineer,” said Dr. Tonkin.
“I saw him in Bialowesa, where he attended our
meeting as an invited expert.

“Oh, yes; he speaks Esperanto!”

Polish Government Involvement

The UofH president said that his group looks to
the Polish government to build the facilities in Bia-
lystok, but the foundation would raise the money for
research.

“I see the Zamenhof family,” he went on, “as
martyrs to what Zamenhof tried to overcome. The
tragedy of what happened to the Jews of Europe in
the ’30s and 40s is part of the lack of understanding
Zamenhof found in the world. His people were
singled out by the Nazis and became part of this
Jewish tragedy.”

He added that Zamenhof understood well about
human relations.

Bialystok, as a city without Jews — where the
Jews had built up what there was of commercial life
— has to deal with a kind of amnesia about its past,
Dr. Tonkin declared.

“So much of the history of that part of Europe
was the history of the Jews,” he said.

“The Poles are trying to come to terms with his-
tory,” he added. “I am interested in helping them do
this as they find themselves caught between a story
of anti-Semitism on one side and the fact that so
many Jews chose to come to Poland.”

Dr. Tonkin contended that one reason for Nazi
anti-Semitism was that “Jews have had a set of
methods and communications that don’t honor
national boundaries.”

He saw a common spirit of Jewishness and Esper-
anto far different from Hitler’s interpretation.

Pointing out that the foundation has been
working with the liberal wing of the Polish govern-
ment, Dr. Tonkin cautioned that future successes in
attaining the center in Bialystok are tied to the elec-
tions for the Polish Senate which are coming up in a
couple of months.

“The people we deal with are away from the Com-
munist center of power,” he concluded. “We shall
know more after the elections.”

A LIVING MEMORIAL
TO THE HOLOCAUST

MUSEUM OF JEWISH HERITAGE
David Altshuler, Director

My. Izaak Rybal

Bialystoker Center and Home for the Aged
228 East Broadway

New York, NY 10002

Dear Mr. Rybal:

Thank you very much for your gift of landsman-
shaft material to the Museum of Jewish Heritage.

Our registrar, Marion Kahan, will prepare for
these items a formal deed of gift which will be sent to
you for your signature.

I note with gratitude that this is your second gift of
material to the Museum. We appreciate your contin-
uing interest in the Museum and thank you for
participating in our collections program in this
active way.

I was impressed particularly by the handwritten
calendar, which is ornamented in such a charming
and distinctive way. Landsmanshaftn have been an
important force in the Jewish community in the
United States, and we are most thankful for your
help in collecting a visual record of the vibrant activ-
ities of the Bialystoker in New York,

Sincerely,

David Altshuler

THE BIALYSTOKER MEMORIAL BOOK
At a Reduced Price!
In order to enable
many move of our landsleit and friends
to acquire the new monumental
Bialystoker Yizkor — Book

published by our Bialystoker Center in New York we decided
to sell the remaining small quantity of copies at a reduced
price. You may now obtain this great work containing more
than 700 pages in Yiddish-and English $25.00, and we will
forward it to you.

Procure this great Bialystoker Yizkor — Book, for your-
self, your children and friends while some copies are still
available.

Please, mail your request for the book, and mail it to the
Bialystoker Center with enclosed check or money order for
$25.00 at the address below:

Please, mail chech and full address to:

BIALYSTOKER CENTER
228 East Broadway, N.Y.C.
Tel. (212) 475-7755
Att: My, Izaak Rybal
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LEADER IN ESPERANTO CIRCLES

UofH PRES. TONKIN WORKING ON
BIALYSTOK TRIBUTE TO JEWS

WEST HARTFORD — The perpetuation of an
ideal in better human relations and a commemora-
tion of a strong Jewish presence where none exists
now are the principles that are helping drive the
University of Hartford’s new president toward the
attainment of a special goal.

That goal, Dr. Humphrey Tonkin told us this
week, is the erection of an academic and cultural
center in the Polish city of Bialystok which also will
serve as a memorial to the Jews who perished in the
Holocaust.

At the center of Dr. Tonkin’s devotion to this
project is his two-term presidency of the Interna-
tional Epseranto Association, of which he now is the
vice-president. A language specialist, he is in the
forefront of the nurturing of Esperanto as an inter-
national language.

“The Jewish connection runs very deep,” Dr.
Tonkin explained. “Ludovic Zamenhof, the founder
of Esperanto in 1887, was born in Bialystok and
grew up in Warsaw.

“Zamenhof was Jewish — as were some 60 per-
cent of the people in the Bialystok of his time.
Regrettably, when I was in Bialystok, I met no Jews
there.

Back from Bialystok

Dr. Tonkin recently returned from Poland, where
he attended a meeting of the Zamenhof Foundation
in Bialystok — the city in northeast Poland not far
from the Soviet border.

In 1987, on the centennial of Zamenhof’s inven-
tion of Esperanto, some 6,000 delegates from over
50 countries turned out for a conference in Warsaw.

“Including those who did not register,”” Dr. Ton-
kin said, ‘“‘there were at least 10,000 floating
around.”

He emphasized that Warsaw is not geared to han-
dling large conventions, so this gathering was
notable.

“We set up events in Warsaw and Bialystok on the
history of the Esperanto movement and Zamenhof
and his family,” recalled Dr. Tonkin. Roman Mali-
nowski, speaker of the Polish parliament — who
comes from Bialystok — now heads the foundation,
and his leadership may be a key to Polish govern-

® By BERTHOLD GASTER

ment support of the Bialystok center project. The
center was his idea.

Dr. Tonkin told us he envisions a museum in Bia-
lystok which would feature an extensive collection
of Jewish materials now stored in a sizeable archive
in the village of Bialowesa, near Bialystok.

Involved in the project would be the Warsaw
University branch campus in Bialystok which, the
English-born Dr. Tonkin hopes eventually will
become a Bialystok university.

The Jewish aspect of Esperanto goes beyond the
founder’s involvement, the UofH President
explained. Although Zamenhof created a structure
for Esperanto that is based somewhat on roots the
way Chinese is, he actually was quite conscious of
the role of Yiddish.

“He looked at the prestige of Yiddish (this was in
1887),” Dr. Tonkin pointed out, “and saw Esper-
anto as a kind of universal Yiddish.”

Founder Was Linguist

Zamenhof knew a number of languages — includ-
ing Hebrew. He also was a strong Zionist, Dr. Ton-
kin informed us.

The university president said he sees a similarity
between Zamenhof’s championing of Esperanto and
the role Ben Yehuda played in the revival of Hebrew
in modern Palestine.

“Zamenhof’s own Jewishness was essential to the
idea of Esperanto,” Dr. Tonkin told us. “He univer-
salized the Jewish tradition of all people everywhere
sharing in their own humanity. It was the notion of
the Jewish community worldwide.”

He added that Esperanto crosses political and
religious lines. While it has caught on significantly in
Europe, it has been only mildly successful in Israel.

Zamenhof died in 1917, and his children lived and
worked in the vicinity of Warsaw.

One of his sons, Dr. Tonkin reported, was exe-
cuted by the Nazis in January of 1940. A doctor,
Adam Zamenhof had been working in a Warsaw
hospital.  ““He had been an anti-Nazi activist,”
continued Dr. Tonkin, “and his family had been
known as internationalists. Hitler had defined
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“In those days, no one ever thought of getting an
education to promote himself socially. You had to
get an education to make a living.

“After I graduated from Glenville High, I took
evening classes in engineering at Cleveland College
and law courses at Cleveland Marshall Law School.
I quit engineering after two years, because they had
no night courses after the second year. Law school

was one of the few courses of study that you could
finish at night.”

e MAX RATNER

Max Ratner with grandchildren
Rachel, Jon and
Daniel Ratner, 1978

Kevin Ratner, 1970

Max, 1929
graduation from Law School

(- Examination Book

st e .
DATE*%R(/Z,Z7~

CLEVELAND LAW SCHOOL
CLEVELAND, OHIO
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city in western Russia. Of the 65,000 inhabitants, 64
percent were Jews. In 1913, the population was
89,700, of which 61,500 were Jewish. Over 350,000
Jews resided in Bialystok and its province. The Jew-
ish community had adjusted itself, as Diaspora life
and the capricious whim of the czar permitted. It
drew on an inner creative strength to overcome
assimilation; it did not stagnate. In the beginnings of
the Haskalah movement, the Jews of Bialystok
knew Torah and at the same time participated to the
extent possible in the wider cultural and educational
life of this cosmopolitan community. They fought
for civil liberties and established health care and
welfare networks. Togetherness of spirit gave them
the power to survive with honor and dignity. In that
city of enlightenment and modernity, they estab-
lished homes for the aged, orphan homes, theaters.
libraries, schools, social clubs, youth groups, Zionist
organizations, and labor unions. It was a city of
vitality and growth.

The Bialystok Jewish community produced doc-
tors of national prominence, historians, writers,
scientists, and professors. The creator of Esperanto,
Dr. E. Ludwig Szamenhof, was from Bialystok.
There was great pride in this exhilarating city.

Bialystok’s Jewry were active in the rebirth of
Israel before Zionism was formally established by
Theodore Herzl in 1897. In the early 1800s, a group
known as BILU (House of Jacob come, let us go)
was established in Russia, with offices in Bialystok.
The first group left for Israel in 1882. My parents
married in order to join the second group but were
refused permission to leave by the Russian govern-
ment. In the ensuing years there was a continuous
flow of immigrants from Bialystok to Israel. Of my
school class in Bialystok in 1920, fourteen of twenty-
nine students left for Israel.

[ still have memories of my first schooldayin 1910
at the age of three, and of the first electrified weaving
looms in that year. In 1911 electricity was brought to
my house on Czysta Street. I remember the parade
marking the 300th anniversary of the Russian king-
dom of Peter the Great, when Czar Nicholas II
visited Bialystok in 1913; the beginning of World
War I, 1914, when 300 kids on the way to school
were killed from bombs dropped by German war-
planes; and particularly 1917, when at a celebration
of the Balfour Declaration my mother donated her
gold earrings to the Zionist cause. I have vivid recol-
lections of attending the first school with Hebrew as
the language of instruction when it opened in 1918,
one day after the departure of the German occupa-
tion and the creation of the new Poland. The well-
known teachers, Lieb Faians and Moshe Levin, were
translating their courses from Russian books, as

Max Ratner, 1980

there were no school books in Hebrew until then. I
remember the notebooks of my history, geography,
and songbook in Hebrew. Inlater years, in the 1960s
and 1970s, I visited Israel and met the same teachers
and many classmates who had emigrated there.

Bialystok presently has over 268,000 inhabitants,
with only five Jews. Its historical significance to
Jewish life has come to an end. It is now just another
page in the history of our people. You will find our
people from Bialystok in every corner of the world,
continuing in the spirit of the place of their roots.
This book is the book of my promise and of my hope
for future generations to be mindful of theirloss and
proud of thier heritage.

e MAX RATNER
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THE RATNER FAMILY ALBUM

ch s
hen my grandmother passed away my mother
called all of the children in the family together and
said to us: ‘As long as you can remember your
grandmother, she has not died.’” I believed that as
long as I can remember my parents and my grand-
parents and who they were, they are really still here;
and through remembering I honor their parents and
grandparents, whom I never knew.

e ALBERT RATNER

Moishe and Pesha Ratner
Cleveland, Ohio 1935

FOREWORD

While contemplating this volume, I was trans-
ported through time and space to gentle childhood
days in Bialystok, Russia (now Poland). Among my
cherished memorabilia is a notebook from my
fourth-grade class at the Bet Hasefer Hamami
Haivri Harishon, the forerunner of the Tarbut
Schools. On the first page of that notebook, in
Hebrew, is a song entitled “The Promise and the
Oath” and on the next page “Hatikvah,” the Hope.
These two titles capture the precious meaning of this
publication for me.

Long ago I made the promise to keep memories of
life in Poland alive — to speak of them to my child-
ren, with the hope that they in turn would transmit
the memories to their children and to ensuing gener-
ations. Because each passing year is greeted by fewer
and fewer native-born Bialystokers, the oral tradi-
tion will soon be unavailable to us. I am, therefore,
gratified that the history of the Ratner family will
now be in permanent form and that that part of the
world will not be forgotten by our family.

I have been thrice blessed — by the traditions of
Judaism, of America, and Israel. It is my fond wish
that this volume will provide a strong and similar
linkage for others.

I have visited Jewish cemeteries in many countries
of the world; I have seen markers from almost every
century of our dispersion. I’ve seen old synagogues
and ruins. I've read reports by historians, govern-
ment writers, quasi-professionals, who try to bind
little remnants of history together chronologically.
[’ve found that much of what they write is conjec-
ture; the material ambiguous and theoretical, not
factual history. This struck me all the more clearly
when, on a trip to Israel in 1967, I stopped off in
Poland to visit Bialystok, the city of my roots, which
I had left in 1920.

Before my visit to Bialystok, I had read much of
the literature of the Holocaust; I had seen movies of
the inferno; I had spoken with fortunate survivors.
But the transformation of my birthplace shocked me
beyond belief. In 1941 the Nazis had come and
within four years had put to death three million
Jewish men, women, and children in Poland and
destroyed all that had been created over the course
of one thousand years.

Jews lived in the land of Poland before there was a
Poland. Over the course of a millennium, Jews
created a remarkable civilization characterized by a
deep piety; rich cultural achievement, and outstand-
ing intellectual accomplishment.

In 1900, Bialystok was the third largest industrial
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ZALMEN YERUSHALMI AT 90

On Thursday evening, March 23, 1989, a celebra-
tion took place in the Teachers’ Hall of the Tel-Aviv
High School, Section ““D’ honoring our dear and
esteemed fellow landsman — Zalmen Yerushalmi.

Our Fellow landsman possesses such special traits
of which one can be proud. His dealings with friends
and acquaintances is always friendly, with a smile,
and also when helping them. His accomplishments
in the State of Israel — in industry and in agriculture
— are very noteworthy. He has also immortalized
our home city of Bialystok by establishing Kiryat
Bialystok, near Yehud. He is a dreamer but realizes
his dreams in his lifetime. His energy amazes eve-
ryone who knows him.

With these thoughts about our beloved fellow
landsman, Zalmen Yerushalmi, we, and a guest
from the Soviet Union, a blood relation of my wife,
went to the beautiful celebration honoring this 90
year old! At the entrance to the hall we found a
tasteful buffet and the celebrant greeting the arriving
guests with a toast and a friendly smile.

The presidium consisted of David Yerushalmi,
Lawyer Klementinowski, the celebrant himself, Dr.
Yudkofsky (who was the chairman), Director of the
high school as well as a number of teachers. The
members of the presidium heaped blessings upon
Yerushalmi; everyone praised his optimism in life
and in building Israel; telegrams were read which
were received from within the country and abroad;
and everyone wished the celebrant long life.

A student reads from Yerushalmi’s works for the
assembly and the director rewards him with thanks
and honorable mention in the Golden Book. The
student orchestra performs a Bach Suite and a pot-
pourri of Israeli songs.

Speeches full of praise for the celebrant are given
by Lawyer Shacham; past Knesset Deputy Mr.
Artzi; the son, Zelig, reads a poem about his dear
father; Eynat Ben-Gro, Secretary of Kiryat Bialys-
tok, speaks about his accomplishments and efforts
while constructing Kiryat Bialystok — the greatest
monument to our devastated city.

The celebrant replies to the speakers with humor
and thanks the audience for participating in his joy.
He recalls his life history in Bialystok, from Bialos-
tochansky Street to Israel; speaks of his life’s dream
to establish Kiryat Bialystok;aid for the high school,
which is under the supervision of the Bialystok
Association now in Israel, which contains 1300
students.

Following the speeches and the good wishes a fine
dinner was served. Our fellow landsman Lipa

® By Peretz Bukshtelsky
Tel-Aviv

Amindi (Luzhansky) brought from Gedera 90 cook-
les, according to the custom in Bialystok (onions
covered with poppy seeds) which were specially
baked by a baker in Gedera. This thoughtful gift
brought back memories of our home and everyone
present enjoyed the festivities until late at night.

KIRYAT BIALYSTOK PLANTS A GARDEN
IN HONOR OF ZALMEN YERUSHALMI

On April 18, 1989, the Board of Kiryat Bialystok
arranged a celebration which consisted of planting a
garden with trees in honor of Zalmen Yerushalmi’s
90th birthday. The garden is located adjacent to The
People’s House in Kiryat Bialystok.

At 10 AM the planting began and the first Carob
Tree was planted by the celebrant, with prayers for
the tree to be fruitful. After that, the inhabitants of
Kiryat Bialystok assembled in the Peoples’ House.
Chairing this event was Mr. Flicker and in the presi-
dium were Lawer Klementinowski, Eynat Ben
Gro, Lawyer Shoshana Shacham, the Mayor of
Yehud, Mr. Sinnick and members of the Board of
Directors of Kiryat Bialystok.

Among the speakers were: Eynat Ben Gro, Mr.
Sinnick, who presents a photo of the settlers and a
photograph album; Lawyer Klementinowski, who
speaks about his accomplishments in establishing
Kiryat Bialystok. Simultaneously he mentioned the
American “landsmanshaft,” the group who in 1949
laid the foundation of this living memorial-
monument. He reminds the presidium of the lands-
man David Sohn (of blessed memory) and his
successor, [zaak Rybal. Lawyer Shoshana Shacham
greets the celebrant and wishes him to live to 120!

Zalmen Yerushalmi thanks all the speakers and
those present for their good wishes. He recalls the
“Gorodskoy Park” in the Bialystok that once was,
filled with summer frolickers and expresses the wish
to see in this garden, which is now being planted, a
smaller “Gorodskoy Park” in Kiryat Bialystok.

The audience is enthused by the celebrant’s
optimism and his plans for the future. Also the
buffet, which was prepared for the guests, added in
great measure to the beautiful celebration.
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might well have prevented such an abundant harvest
of death.

Forging links of generational continuity, Rita
Gurko Lerner, a member of the Associates Division
of the New York Holocaust Memorial Commission,
noted that memory is the linchpin of Jewish life and
a meaningful future. “Together you the survivors
stood up and told the world Mir Zeynen Do — We
are here — Now Mir Zeynen Do, the next genera-
tion. Let us work together to preserve the memory of
our loved ones and we will carry on the legacy of
your struggle,” she said.

Six memorial candles were lit for the six million
Jews murdered in the inferno of Europe. Cantor
Joseph Malovany of the Fifth Avenue Synagogue,
intoned the requiem, “Kel Moleh Rachamim,” fol-
lowed by Kaddish Bezibur, led by Hirsh Altusky.

Young and old rose
to sing the hymn of
resistance, ‘““zog nit
keynmol as du geyst
dem letztn veg.”

From out of the whirlwind of destruction, Jewish
life has been reborn, confirmation of the pheonix-
like powers of a people of ironclad memory. This
trenchant theme informed the message of Rabbi
Lau, keynote speaker and spiritual leader of Tel-
Aviv. An eight-year-old survivor of Buchenwald,
Tel-Aviv’s Chief Rabbi took the exact measure of
the hell of the Holocaust. Buteven in the pitch-black
night of Europe’s eternal shame, the Jewish will to
resist could not be broken, he averred.

Rabbi Israel Lau, Chief Rabbi of Tel-Aviv, shared
with his listeners his fear that the power of memory,
perhaps the most distinctive of Jewish traits, was in
danger of weakening. Neither time nor tyranny
erased down the march of centuries the collective
remembrance of the matzoh and bitters of Passover,
the cruse of oil of Chanukah. These indestructible
rites of Judaism, Rabbi Lau urged, are the truest
dimensions of a people’s millennial life. Today, the
Jewish communities of the world must remain
beholden to the imperatives of memory. For surely if
we do not remain true to the past, no one else will, he
said.

Greetings from the White House and Israeli Presi-
dent, Chaim Herzog, were read by Roman Kent.
President Bush’s telegram addressed the heart of the
matter: “The events of early 1943 in Warsaw are a
sobering reminder of the evil that human beings are
capable of inflicting upon one another. If we are to
give due honor to the brave Jews who fell in Warsaw
and to the millions of innocent people who died in
concentration camps throughout Europe due to
Nazi tyranny, we must remain ever mindful of the
dangers of bigotry, hatred and totalitarianism. The
Holocaust continues to teach us the importance of
opposing such evils wherever we encounter them
and reminds us of our responsibility to defend
human rights and individual liberty around the
world.”

Young and old rose to sing the hymn of resistance,

“Zog nit Keynmol az du geyst dem letztn veg”
(Never Say that You are Treading the Final Path).
Hirsh Glik’s resounding marching song, written in
the Vilna Ghetto and in concentration camps, exem-
plified the indomitable spirit of Jewish revolt. Inthe
face of Nazi barbarism, the Warsaw Ghetto fighters
and couriers understood that the sublime morality
of Judaism demanded of them a never-to-be-
forgotten chapter of heroism on the very brink of the
abyss. On April 30, New York Jewry remembered
and vowed never to forget.

Bialystoker Memorial Book
Is Warmly Received

The Bialystoker Center in New York
continues to receive letters of warm praise
from landsleit and friends concerning the
monumental Bialystoker Memorial Book.
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ANNUAL COMMEMORATION OF
WARSAW GHETTO UPRISING

In a dramatic and dignified expression of solidar-
ity with the martyrs of the Holocaust, 5,000 survi-
vors, mourners and friends assembled at New
York’s Felt Forum on April 30 tocommemorate the
46th anniversary of the Warsaw Ghetto Uprising.
Through the force of language, symbol and music,
the image of a vanished world flamed once again
into memory and shone with white radiance.

Benjamin Meed, Chairman of the United Com-
memoration Committee of Metropolitan New York
and President of the Warsaw Ghetto Resistance
Organization (WAGRO), spoke initially in Yiddish
and then in English of the somber and everlasting
duty of the Jewish people to remember what hap-
pened a little more than four decades ago in the heart
of Europe. He declared: ‘““History will record the
Warsaw and other ghetto uprisings as the symbols of
Jewish resistance during the German Nazi occupa-
tion. But for us it is an integral part of our very
beings. It is a legacy that we carry with sorrow — but
also with pride, for it is a legacy of a fight against
impossible odds — to proclaim for history that the
spirit of the Jewish people shall never be
extinguished.”

To the accompaniment of the poignant strains of
“Ani Ma’amin,” a line of black-clad and veiled
WAGRO women survivors kindled scores of Yizkor
candles in memory of the millions of souls swept
away into the night of the Holocaust. The flickering
lights, emblems of the departed, forged an indelible
union with the dead that bridged the abyss of
history.

Mischa Raitzin, The Metropolitan Opera tenor,
brought home the enormity of the Jewish tragedy.
His richly resonant rendition of the threnodies,
“Moyshelech und Shloeimelech” and “‘Shtiler,
Shtiler” touched deep chords of human emotion.
With tremulous feeling he sang Joseph Papiernik-
ov’s lines of a Poland denuded of its beautiful bloom
of Jewish children; and with equal woe he intoned

® By Michael Skakun

quiet, let’s be silent,/Graves are growing here
/Planted cruelly by the enemy; Skyward growth the
bier/All roads lead to Ponar, none of them
returns..”

Major civic and government leaders sought to
invest the commemoration with a grievous weight of
meaning. New York’s Mayor Edward 1. Koch, who
had just arrived from greeting President Bush at
Federal Hall on the occasion of the bicentennial of
George Washington’s inaugural, addressed the dark
underside of American history. He pointed an accu-
satory finger at an exclusionary immigration policy
that condemned millions to languish and die in
Hitler’s man-made hell. Time has shown, he argued,
that FDR’s policy of equivocation during the thir-
ties and forties is a blot on America’s escutcheon. In
conclusion, Koch underscored the centrality of a
strong and defensible Israel ina post-Holocaust age.

Seymour Reich, president of the Conference of
Presidents of Major American Jewish Organiza-
tions, stressed the importance of vigilance in a cli-
mate that countenances the blasphemous denial of
the Holocaust. He saluted American Jewry’s stead-
fast support of its brethren in the Soviet Union. He
declared that a powerful demonstration of support
for embattled European Jewry during World War II
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Rabbi Israel Lau, Chief Rabbi of Tel-Aviv,
addressed thousands gathered at Madison
Square Garden
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istration of the summer camp. He guided us and
showed us the impressive features. There we saw
sports facilities, comfortable bedrooms, a large
beautiful dining room for the 260 soldiers, an olym-
pic “swimming pool,” a large concert hall and other
facilities.

In the course of the day that Molly and I spent
there, we had lunch with the leaders of the camp. We
also spent time in talking to the young soldiers both
male and female who were spending a week of rest
from their difficult and dangerous service.

In parting, the managers of the camp thanked the
Bialystoker Center and Grodno friends for the gen-
erous gift. They told us, that shortly a plaque will be
hung there, which will carry an inscription thanking
the Bialystoker Center and Grodno friends in New
Yoik for the generous donation.

OUR VISIT TO THE TEL-HASHOMER HOSPITAL

On Sunday, June 9th, we travelled to the Tel-
Hashomer Hospital on the invitation of Dr. Moshe
Modai, the Director of the Hospital. Dr. Modai’s
secretary showed us the new additions to the child-
ren’s center of the hospital, which the Bialystoker
Center and Grodno Friends built about two years
ago. This center is named for Mike and Chana Kre-
mer and Joe and Sylvia Dines. The new facility is air
conditioned, which Mike had installed there.

My wife and I took this opportunity to visit the
park, which was donated by Leon and Dina Trach-
tenberg. This beautiful park is visited by the doctors
and other members of the hospital staff, where they
come to relax and rest after their stressful work. The
park is kept beautiful and well and we are justly
proud of it.

THE RECEPTION BY THE LANDSLEIT

On Monday, June 10th, the Bialystoker organiza-
tion in Israel arranged a lovely welcome for us,
which took place at the Union of Polish Jews. A
more detailed report of this event can be found
elsewhere in this issue of the ‘Bialystoker
Shtimme.” Here I only want to express our sincere
appreciation to Michal Flicker for arranging it. Sin-
cere thanks are also due our lawyer Shosh Shacham,
who was the chairperson of the occasion and con-
ducted the program so masterfully. A hearty thank
you also goes to the lawyers Zvi Klementinovski and
Gro Ben-Einat for their warm greetings during the
reception.

On this occasion we were also greeted by Jacob
Drasnick, who spoke in the name of the Grodno
landsmen. He wrote the report which appears on

page 17. We thank him for this very much. I wish
to mention here that Friend Drasnick will hence-
forth be the correspondent for the Grodner for the
“Bialystoker Stimme.”

THE VISIT TO BAR ILAN UNIVERSITY

During our last trip to Israel, we were also invited
by Professor Gershon Winer to visit Bar Ilan Uni-
versity. Dr. Winer, who heads the Yiddish Depart-
ment at the University, showed us the university
buildings, which made a strong impression on us.

Dr. Winer took this opportunity to tell us that he
and six other representatives from Israel are prepar-
ing to go to the Soviet Union and for a month’s time
will teach Yiddish to a group of young people who
will later become teachers of Yiddish in the Soviet
Union. In addition to this, the delegation is hoping
to bring back ten Russian Jews to study for two
years in Bar Ilan University.

KIRYAT BIALYSTOK PLACES A WREATH OF
FLOWERS IN “YAD VASHEM”

On May 2, 1989, an impressive annual memorial
took place in “Yad Vashem” in Jerusalem, at the
wall of the monument which was erected on the
ruins of the Warsaw Ghetto. The Chairman of the
Jewish Agency Federation, Simcha Dinitz, spoke
there.

The Board of Kiryat Bialystok responded to Yad
Vashem’s request that they participate in the mem-
orial for the victims of the holocaust, ghettofighters
and to place a floral wreath there. The flowers were
placed by Michael Flicker, Chairman of the Kiryat
Bialystok Board; Mr. Shamir (Shmerkes) and Peretz
Bukshtelsky.

After the wreaths were laid by representatives of
the Polish cities and towns which were destroyed by
the German Nazis during World War I, a memorial
service took place in the “Memorial Tent” in the
presence of many invited guests from Israel and
abroad.

BUY AND HELP US PUBLICIZE
THE NEW BIALYSTOKER
MEMORIAL BOOK
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OUR HELP FOR THE ISRAEL ARMY

A visit to Israel is no news. My wife Molly and I
have already been there 22 times. But the last visit,
from June 6th to June 19th 1989, had a very speical
meaning, because the Bialystoker Center had at that
time undertaken a special important project in the
State of Israel.

Prior to our leaving for Israel, I had been invited
to a television studio, which was preparing a ““tele-

Molly & Izaak Rybal in Dining Room with the
manager of the recreation camp & the
representative of the “Friends of the Israel
Army.”

thon” for the Israel Army. The project consisted of
raising money for a rest and recreation camp in
Ashkelon for soldiers. The young Israel soldiers go
there to rest for a week, and on the weekend their
parents come to see them, to spend time with their
children before they return to camp to defend our
Jewish Fatherland.

When we arrived at the studio, there were already
present many representatives of organizations, as
well as artists and singers from Israel and America.
Each one of them took part in the “telethon,” which
was shown on cable-television through the country.

e ByIZAAK RYBAL
Executive Director of the Bialys-
toker Center and Home in New
York

When it was time for my appearance, I informed
them that the Bialystoker Center and Grodno
friends in New York, contributed 10 thousand dol-
lars for this rest camp. At the same time, my wife and
I added 5 thousand dollars for the same project.
Immediately afterward I took out both checks,
amounting to 15 thousand dollars, and handed them
to the leaders of the campaign. My handing over of
the two checks was promptly shown on television.

Izaak Rybal & Israeli soldiers
at poolside of recreation camp

OUR VISIT TO ASHKELON-ISRAEL

On the second day following our arrival in Tel-
Aviv, we received a visit at our hotel from a repre-
sentative of the “Friends of the Israel Army.” She
was not alone, but with a chauffeur and a limousine
which took us to Ashkelon, to see the rest and
recreation camp for the Israel Army.

Upon arriving, we were welcomed by the admin-




A REQUEST TO THE READERS OF THE
BIALYSTOKER STIMME

You will probably ask: What does ‘‘dues,” or
membership payments have to do with the ““Bialys-
toker Stimme.”” The answer is — very much.

When the ““Bialystoker Stimme”’ was established
about 68 years ago, by Mr. David Sohn of blessed
memory, it was decided that the dues payment,
which was then $5.00 a year, should be earmarked
only for the expense of publishing the journal, which
appears only twice a year — Rosh Hashana and
Passover.

True, everything was cheap then, printing and
mailing. But even then the income couldn’t cover the
expenses. So, most of the members sent as much as
they could. I am sure that there are still some Bialys-
toker around who remember those days.

Today, My Friends, we are in a totally different
situation and it is also another “Stimme.” Firstly,
the journal is now twice as large: the “Stimme” is
published in two languages — Yiddish and English;
almost every article or event is accompanied by a
photograph better to illustrate the article. All these
things are extra and that means — a great outlay of
money. For instance, every photograph costs an
additional $12.00 to print.

I wish to provide you with a number of statistical
details about the “Bialystoker Stimme.” I am well
acquainted with these things because I am the
“Guardian of Finances” for the Home and Center.

We publish 3000 to 3400 copies of the “Stimme”’
semi-annually which means almost 7000 issues a
year. Of that 4000 are sent throughout the US, where
most of the Bialystok and Grodno landsleit reside.

A large percentage of the members in America
pay their membership dues. I must add, that many of
them, especially those in distant cities, send more
than $25.00 in “dues.” Announcements and greet-
ings in the journal bring in an additional sum of
money.

e Sol Krim

If this is so, then what is the problem? The answer
is, that the almost 7000 “Stimmes’’ which we print
and mail every year cost us $25,000.00.

“Is it all worthwhile?” I asked Mr. Rybal, after I
showed him the figures.

“Of course it is worthwhile!”” was his immediate
reply without a moment’s hesitation. “This is the
only path of communication between the Bialys-
toker Home and Center and the members through-
out America and the world. Through the “Stimme”’
we can illustrate who we are and what we do, not
only for the landsleit, but also for Israel and all the
Jews,” the Executive Director Mr. Rybal, stated.

The “Stimme” serves not only as a physical con-
nection between us, who live in all the corners of the
world. It also has psychological value, because it
binds us together with importance and pride and we
are always ready to help one another.

The increasing prestige, thanks to the ““Stimme,”
costs a great deal of money. We send 2400 issues and
at times even more ‘“Stimmes’’ every year, through-
out the world, to countries such as Argentina,
Brazil, Mexico, Australia and numerous copies to
Israel. Also in every large library in America and
Israel one can find the “Bialystoker Stimme.”” This,
however, brings us no financial benefit, only respect.

Dear Friends, we are sure that you will agree with
me, that the *“Stimme”” is truly important and neces-
sary. If you, too, feel that we should continue this
tradition, that the ““dues’ must cover the expenses of
our journal, you should all pay your membership
dues and —. a little extra, if you can.

For this, I thank you in advance.

BIALYSTOKER STIMME
228 East Broadway. New York. N.Y. 10002
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IZAAK RYBAL TO BE HONORED AT NCFJE DINNER,
DECEMBER 3, 1989
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On December 3, 1989, the NCFJE will celebrate its 49th year at its Annual National
Awards Dinner at the Sheraton Centre Hotel.

Each year, a prominent individual with a record of outstanding communal service is
selected to receive the coveted Humanitarian Award. This year, our committee has
unanimously decided to offer this award to Izaak Rybal.
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We have recently visited the Bialystoker Home on East Broadway and were amazed at
the beautiful facilities and innovative installations and programs for the good and welfare
of its senior residents. Mr. Rybal has won our admiration and respect and we believe he
deserves to receive this special award.

We are confident that you agree with us and will give your full support to the efforts on
behalf of Mr. Rybal.

In conjunction with the dinner, a beautiful journal will be published, with a section
dedicated to Mr. Rybal and his record of achievement. You will receive an ad blank
inviting you to join with the many friends and admirers in greeting Mr. Rybal with an
appropriate ad in this journal.

S T e g
e e T

e
N N N N N N N N

We look forward to your cooperation in making this Dinner and Journal a fitting tribute
to Mr. Rybal’s dedicated service and contribution to the Jewish communiy.

With best wishes for a happy and healthy New Year, | remain,

Most sincerely,

Rabbi Jacob J. Hecht

Executive Vice-President






