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Two Fighters of the Jewish Underground in Bialystok

Dr. Simon Datner (right) and Ephraim Kissler,
the 2 remaining participants of the Jewish
underground, who live in Poland. They are also
the oldest and youngest. Dr. Datner (nick-
named “Tolk”) is 86 years old and Mr. Kissler
(nicknamed “Boris”) is 63. The photo was
taken in the Nozhik Synagogue in Warsaw,
February 17, 1988.

YOSYY T ,1990D DIIAN 1IN (DUIPI) BIVNT NWWHY 9T

1299 P399, TN IWOIN (YITN DUPN IPHHYIVIN PNY

LAPOTANIN T NIN WOTOTH T TIN POPE 1T 19N P

AT NN VIN IN? 86 DN (VPYNDY DINTIFOI) WIVNT

PRNYY BN T ONT B3 DN (703INI” QINTHHDI)

Y017 OYT ,PUAND PN NUPIUIND WT PN NI
1988 INMaye

Digitized by Project Zikaron
Touro University-NY Libraries
wiwyy.zikaron.tourolib.org

2023

344 ¥R


http://www.zikaron.tourolib.org

YNOvY IYPRVDIOINR’]

BINMTIYN
12°%72 119 YOV TWIRYIRPR
o JPOTIRYRI™ PRO’X XD
— TWHYMLOITPR WO ,IWIVRT OPRP
PIB DR e TYpRLO*PR™2 R RN

YRV TIYPMIYAR 11D a1 35

5 3ManRI WY T, LDIVRRP MR WIANYVY

6 TLYVITRTTY M ... 128 PR TIIRA R
8 VOB L. san (1Y) wLIWn § PUIX A
1270 7D TR LYNYLRIVI T

TR0 MY PO 073
13 WA BONIR i vvennannsans PRVOZXR™ 127N
PR Y¥pYY YOIRYIRPR M1

14 POPPW M 7WMN BRID . vvunrnnn. IRV-IOY
WPRLDYRI PR TIRLYWITN

1S BP0 TRI? 0o bonasansnosos ROV
B sichinanss WY MRS PR IR YRIDOPTITIVNR
18 "W MO .o vvvssrnnsans (T°9) WIYTIRNM W
| PO WLIYE WPRVOIRA PR IR 11D VORI
20 MW YD ......... 0171 X 1D ANMWMVIR T
3 RO IWLIYE IWPRLOYYRI PR AMIYTDTIONN T
22 WTPLWHYTR YD . IRDPYTIVATIRYDRP B
23 TRRPOD TN sovsioiiiiisiis (TY) PP
1370 7D YuIWYA 7

24, FTIODBN WL VP L vsesanns PRLDYR™M
32 *pobyuwpa yIo ... YR PR vPHoTIRY 0T M2
v TIRY YIVIIR M3

34 POPVY PR ..., YPVIVIIR TR
Y210 IR D 1DV

36 WEMEEOR DM, ovsvnvnnvrires PRVDPR™
36 P TRD it T (7°9) 9we vy
37 7whop DWBX ...... 195 PR TR *7 11D D12 X

APVIYY IWPNVDIIND 119 JAVIVIDNIN

AR 1P ,NTNIT VOON 228

o T (e 1 0501 T 8

AVPRIYY POPONRINDT PRON — DTIVIRP Y EPRIVI

1997499 199 DI VNP
DAYSIND “IPONYV HYPROVDIIN
1989 ,9yanyvayo V24 DyT

WPRLDHRI WT VIR VT IRPRIWTN
10172 OYT,¥YIVVHY IRD YRULDW IR OV ,IW0IVY
T VYN IR DYV N L LIWRIRPTIWURYY 1OV
TIR  NIMYIWUVNIR  YVIRTRDMR VP IRRN
DR W'D MWYNTR [PPUOYID QYT PR [YPDIPIRD
IR TR ORI ,IWVVIVE [PRPID JUAMIRD OYT 11D
JPIRTUTI PR ORI YV67 [IR PYNIRT

VYN ORN ,DIVRIRP IWORYD [PTIRORT DX
2 ,1989 ,"yInNYVBYD V24 OYT ,PPLIN JYNIPIRD
WHYIRYBD XK UTBYI LI IRV CIWITIR
IR PTI IRIVA 11D DRIARID WO
TT 199N DRWRID DYT PR LLIRN [WHYHLOPP
SURP POy cwhvorp yTvabrn  1prrruRa
IVURYD IR PTTIYIYD 11D PIWAPT YUDIRIIRG
SWPPHRP YLOY2 T 1D WITRLIRHRY VD
"D WHRIRIRIIWOPK ,PPOIWINR NRYDIRIN
91 ,0°T YRO 110 IWLDIRNNIVLI WT WHVOIp
71973 IWTTIIR 11D Y71 OPHYRD OYT” 0K VO YN
YOUTI3 R L1 VAT YA CNY DT WM 7T PIR
.LDMIPIX

oyT M7 7N ©TLIRA (HYN JUDVIR VIR
TIRPPT DRD 79D LTDHYNR ,IWVOYPIR O

IR UPH0TIRY IWPRVO YR’ YIVNIR (D11 1D
1 P°T L1913 JIR DYPRRTIRIIR PIR N ,LIMID
WPRLDIYRA [OVYIYY 10T BYT PR [PYTLKD
TR LY TR ORN OYT WO . LIWRIRPIWVRID
TIR TR YN ,DUYI [PUDA 1OYPOVIIRDMIX X
YUIRPRI™VII 7 JPIRLY IR ]IWOVIIRD 1YY
yIvuhy XD HRLBY IR 0”7 WPRLDIR'D
TR VYN VIVIIRP JOVPIY? OYT 72 WPIRINTR
LR VIVIVIRI X T LPMIVOYI R JART P
JUIRPRI IR LD, LPYONRY VIR

1D DBR (UM U0 PT LPTTIVOWIRD
YILHY WD 0”7 IR WLV WPRLDIRI
OLDYIVITIBTI IR DLYPPL YN JWLIYD

PR OYIIR W7

WVIVE WPRLDIORID
PRI OVINIRTD LOOR 228
(212) 475°7755 .byv
DX PRO'X .M LVEM




WM UWPNRUDIVNI2

POUMPON 1N BBRZINBETING IWONBDSIRIA YT ND IRIW WoYIeeR

AINIIN® WWLT67T

1989 ,5™DR ,pI¥* ) — v HWDH 0D 2W

344 yam

17ON93 N9 YVIVT)IY IPLINYIRPN
SOPONNRINIY PROUIR IND VIVIVIINN
IWOIPN YWPRVDIIND NI WYV

PRUKN @

SPONNINIY PNOIN

TIRD TR OIFIRVEYI P TR FERIR TR PUTIPTT W
0™ PP IR SUR IPLIYE WPRLDTRN UM AT
SOYAIREMIR 19T IR LVWIRAIR W PR YD
SIRMDTINY YPRUDIR™ 1O P TN WP 199

“NDYBR B0 JLDRWIRNOTIRY YT ) Ivayr v r
TR PR DT YWUTR YIYTUORD 10 ¥pn J
“INMR2 LTPOYY YT OPATTY 1D DR ,YBXAVR
LR P2 YN LTORLY YOPUITRIRD T IR RT 0YT
TDTIRY WPNYT YT RO PUMIB R 1aY2 LAIRTYX WAR
PPUTOUTPY TR VOIS D13 IR LYRS ORN LHRWIRD
YA YOOT BYRN D RIX — DYIIRD R PR LTPLYY
JBORWIRNDTIRY WPRUDOVRI MT 1YRIPRI UDINT
1999 IR TY2AYI TUURT PR I PR WPRLDYORY 0T
SR PR OTTR IWPRDDYOR' U1 DPRLIRP R IRV 1P0IMR
OIRT QYN0 LYPUYY YPHYLTIRN 7 ubyn Ayt
¥ ORI TR DI BAYI IR DIR T LMY TIRAWRD
JOYERVOLR VIPTYIRD DMK (UYRT YPRLOOR™M
IPLIYE X DMR VIR ONIMWT 19MARVD R DM 7
O™ D 11D LYTITIA 1YY R M UMY YOOR WD
SIRNDTIRD IWPRUDMRA T — Py WT IR ,OWORT
DRT DR T 12T OYT TITIPLRR X IUNIRD LRT VORY
SPVYY PIYT™ 1D UYL YLwLIYAYA T J¥YIIND
R WK T 1A OYT 3 1RIRYDIRITR 1YY R T ORN
WRMIAYR IO TPTUDIRDIND WPRLOHRY YT WT
DTNT D AP T WD LAYRCLIYD 1K AYINN
TR PPRVDRN T 1D IYANITIAIYT YR 0T LY
TR YD YR WIUHP R 1D LOPTIRD YT I3IYT
MW MR PIRD LM IYIPT DRI DIPOY YIVAVIAVIIYIR
T LY MY LPUETTROY IYPRVDTIRM IWT 1avAyAnyanR
10 ARUPYTTIIMUPYIPY WT T Ly DUIpoYy
DR L(PR377) "PONRYNIM PRON IPLIYY IYPRVDIND
“DTIRY WPRLOMRM NAWD YPPLYY YT LM IR VD
LUPIRIPIRT ND 12MX PR DR PEIYD PRI OVY
TYPRLDIORM TANA LMPOLYL T RO ANIYPIVIR IR
SROMR IR VR MDY IR DR T2V LITIRYIITR
STUNI WT VO YOIRVORTIRTIRN TR LYPIRA LI
70 MY DM WIPIYRIPTIYE IWPRLDTOR 1 ANPH
YOI DR YTIYY YIPTIR 119 T W ypvaR
SRR R D0 YLRRCIRIIFLIR YORIRI W
X X JOPRMYIDMIN 1R DR PRODYIR™ ND 2APR BYNYY
RO YRIMDY L UTRIYIIPIIYE IYORIOIRIYOIN
NMIRY YT ND TR O TR OPOMEYRT PR
TORPDTVT IR YPOIYAR P IYPIPYY PR DR awhon
SO PR OANPWORD IR AMOA N2 QuAT MMTR YR
AR, 1947 M7 PR IVAIPYAIR Y PR PP PP LTIRY

Digitized by Project Zikaron

Touro University-NY |

raries

www zikaron.tourolib.org

2023


http://www.zikaron.tourolib.org

1989 ,%™MDR

YNOVY IYPRVDIOIR’] 2

Top Row, Left to Right: Dr. Steven Meed, Rabbi

Emanuel Rackman, Rabbi Israel Mowshowitz, Max

Ratner, and Prof. Gershon Winer. Bottom Row, Left

to Right: Mr. Izaak Rybal, Vladka Meed, Benjamin
Meed, and Dr. Velva Lynfield.
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The framework of the Big

Synagogue, wherein two

thousand Jewish martyrs were

burned by the Nazis. This street

was ‘“The Street of the Ghetto
Heroes.”
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The executioner of the Bialystoker Ghetto, F.G. Friedel,
facing the Court in Bialystok in 1949. The courtroom is
filled with eye-witnesses of his murders.
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The mass grave of the 72 ghetto fighters who were slain in
the uprising on the 16th of August, 1943.
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A group of refugees in a German concentration camp.

ST ANTOYR IR JUPITRID VO PRLDIIRM DAIRIRI
IR TR OTTOR YWOSND 0T 11D YIYVLRI

LRI TR YOIWAYVURD WT 1D HMB WuoyI T
“PUST PR PIRT WIRPTIWHAR WT PR LIYPYIRTNE M
IR AYORT WT UM LIWARY 70557, 0T PR ,TIRD
QORI YUYIY 0T 1T IR L,UPYN T 1D WY PR 1209
ST VYN WVIYATIYARD-YIRRIVIVIIRD 0T 7Y 1D
M1 UYN DY 1IN ,DIYIIWVIYA OT WM 1AV YUY
R U9 PO IWT PR 1YY X TIWN DIYLAYRIYT
VD% 1R IYAIRAYA IRT PR T 1D U1 ayDha
TWINR D YIRPRDY WYL WT 1AYP PUTIDNYD
JTIRYNAMR

TT LR PRLOVRI PR WS TWOTR 1D 1AYY ORY

TINDYDINNROY 119 )TN YOYTINDIYT T 119 WININNOMIN
PRODINM PN

Exhuming the bodies of the murdered heroes of the ghetto
revolt in Bialystok for reburial on the ghetto cemetery.
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The Baker’s Cooperative, 1946.
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The Historical Commission in Bialystok in 1947; in center,
from right to left. Dr. S. Datner and Mag. Turek.
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At the Ghetto Cemetery, 1948. —
Flowers are placed on the mass
grave on the occasion of the fifth
anniversary of the uprising and
liquidation of the Bialystoker
Ghetto. The new fence in the
background was erected with
the aid of the Bialystoker Relief
Committee in America.
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A group of pupils and their teacher in Bialystok in 1946.
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The Self-Defense in 1946, as the first remnants of the Jewish
survivors returned to Bialystok.

X OIND LDROIPTY WT YOIRDPR WWLST WYPuIva
SIEHMR VIR IYNYA I WT PR LIRADYY 19YP0IA
JUVIYN YNy

DRAYA TART YIOYN TR T IPIPIADNR T AR N
TRD POTIYYT 2DIAIYILOT R 10T X DY MOt Oy
YIYLWLIYA T DR L1270 12YPPYIW OYT 1K Yy
TIRNYA T IPINTLIDTARD VIYPYI VYOI LRI YOIRVIRD
P NT IYINT WONRIRPY JWOURIRD 1ORNIAYY YRy
59 ,0TYYPYA VIYYY L OYIR DMV 10Oy PR OIYN
QYN IR TwNIYn

YPRVDYIRI WIVIVAIR °T 10 7INM WT PIRIN
V1 DIVORP 50 LPIWYAISIR TARA YILYN ,LUPVOTIRY
ST IVANDYA PR IPTIP 1IN Y010 ,IPIYA IRD ANTOYP
“IPATR 07 11D 71NN YT 1AYN JIPDIYT R 10N Yoy
YA PR DY LJIDYDWIRER T ORTD R UPYOTIRD WY
SIRD 1IN VOIAPAYAIVOR L VORWTIIVD 11D PR IR YN
AYVOYNY IR IWTONL YIPST ND 1O T WD TIRLY
TIR TRORPRY AT, AIRNW ,ANTOPP I9MIPRI 1A N
S IYNYA WO Y PR OANTIVD 0T Y YWOITR
ST OLRAYA M 1ART 7ANM T PIRTIR LYUITPITIYOY
TIIDNNR ,YPOUDIYTRIAVAI ST 1TPUPRI ¥ VIPIYIAYN
T 1ORD-LINYA TIR TTR OT 1190 IYANATRI YWY °7
DIYPYI IRT M TART MWD VI LYPIRP R WTIP
JTOR UMY IR PIVIOYAIR 0T 11O

DRI TUIROILREYT T AP YWY OT 1PV 1OR]
1393 IVIPTIRIPR X T PARADMN IR LOYYLWYL I



1989 50X

YNIVYW IYPRVLDIHIR?] 30

PRYPOINT PR OINPORIYI ORD Y ORN , 00010 WWPRODIIND 97 U (19292 07 VN (U PN IND WT) UNIARD APy
DY INY,INIY? PR VNN IV 19397 0IDIN? 2T L1946 PN TINIIND "JOYNND 119 VINIAYIFINS 1T )IN NN YT 119 AN PN
SN 1957 APN 19NN IWITYIY PN JINNYI J¥IYI DN 1993 ONT LURIAND 3PP AP0YI PN 99D 9P1T PIN POt VY

Jacob Tobias (center, wearing glasses) with Bialystoker Orphans whom he rescued in Druskenik at the beginning of
the war and returned from Soviet Russia in 1946. The orphans and Tobias are in Israel.
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A group of religious Jews in Bialystok at the offices of the
Bialystoker Regional Committee in 1947.
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A group of Bialystoker refugees in Italy in 1948.
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Bialystoker partisans and Red Army soldiers who returned
to Bialystok in 1946.
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B.J.&S. BAKERY

155 Division Avenue
Brooklyn, New York 11211
Telephone: (718) ST 2-0180

Closed On Saturdays

Travel = Package Tours = Hotel Reservations

Israel, Europe, South America, & World Wide,
Also the United States, Mexico & Caribbean

Organizers of 5th Bialystoker Tour to Israel in 1983
Moving to Israel — Contact Mrs. Rosenthal for:

Appliances, Crating, Shipping & Insurance at the
most reasonable rates.

For all your needs contact one of the oldest &
most reliable travel agencies:

MAX ROSENTHAL
TRAVEL BUREAU, INC.

853 Broadway (near 14th Street)
New York, N.Y. 10003 (Room 410)

Closed Saturdays & Holidays; Open Sundays

HARDWARE MART

244-6 W. 14th Street
New York, N.Y. 10011
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COMPLIMENTS
OF
LOEB & TROPER

Certified Public Accountants

270 Madison Avenue
New York, N.Y. 10016

212-889-7880

“Full Scope Services
to the Health Care
and Not For Profit

Industry”

Raycar Fuel
Oil Co.

Div. Of
ELM-TREMONT
FUEL CORPORATION

“We Make Warm Friends”
— 2-4-6 Fuel 0Oil —
— Oil Burner Service & Installation —

— Gas Installation —
— Service and Parts —

66-31 Grand Avenue
Maspeth, New York 11378
718-507-8700

320 Coster Street
Bronx, N.Y. 10474

931-6000

Michael Shepard
General Manager
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SUPPLIES FOR THE
NURSE’S STATION

THE HEART OF THE
HOSPITAL

MACROBIOTICS INC.,

P.O. BOX 78, WHITESTONE, N.Y. 11357

Kirschenbaum

BFOQS, IHC Westminster Chapels.

212/859-2020

516/485-4515

In Florida, a principal of

HMenomh 35
Clla - Palm Beach — 305/833-0887

Executive Offices: 1153 Coney Island Avenue & Avenue H
Brooklyn, NY 11230

Services available in all communities.

TEL: OR3-3860

M. SCHAMES & SON
DISTRIBUTORS OF
PAINT & WALLPAPER

3 ESSEX STREET

Michael Schames NEW YORK, N.Y. 10002

TEL: 718-271-5800

Senator Supply Co.
45-13 — 108TH STREET
CORONA, N.Y. 11368

JACK LAZEAR

STATIONERY SUPPLIES SALES MANAGER

WEITZNER BROS.

MONUMENTS

25 Second Avenue (between

1st and 2nd St.)

New York, N.Y. 10003

Merged with

BLEVITZKY BROS.

Telephone: (212) 254-8826
(212) 477-4908
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OR7-5588

Q)aity d?utautant and Ba‘uy

CATERING FACILITIES
FOR ALL OCCASIONS

138 DELANCEY STREET
NEW YORK, N. Y. 10002

(212) 473-4810

KOSSAR’S

BIALYSTOKER KUCHEN
BAKERY, Inc.

367 Grand Street
New York, N.Y. 10002

(212) 674-9747

'f
Jr

MEMBER GREAT NECK CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
MEMBER L.I. PEST CONTROL ASSOCIATION
NEMBER NATIONAL PEST CONTROL ASSOCIATION

VINS
XTERMINATING CO., INC.

DAVID FERGUSON 91 STEAMBOAT ROAD

PRESIDENT P.O. BOX 1010
(516) 487-4511 GREAT NECK, N.Y.
(718) 224-5753 11024

212-924-3241

CAPITAL SUPPLY COMPANY
Building Maintenance Supplies

111 Eighth Avenue
New York, N.Y. 10011

STEVEN FALCO
President

Sid Stadler

Norman Horowitz

NORSTAD MEDICAL
Industries Ltd.

866 East 29th Street
Brooklyn, N.Y. 11210-9997
(718) 258-5200

Out of N.Y. State
1-800-221-0850

TELEX 9103500651
NORSTAD INTL
FAX (718) 258-9531

FUNERAL
HOMES
INC.

GARLI

(212) 4752030

The family name and heritage,
for generations, a source of
strength and comfort

BRONX: 1439 Unionport Road at Parkchester (212) 892-9400
BROOKLYN: 1700 Coney Island Avenue (718) 377-4848
WESTCHESTER: 1091 Yonkers Avenue (914) 237-3300
MONTICELLO: 186 Broadway (914) 794-7474

QUEENS: 38-08 Dit-
mars Bivd. (718) 274-1050 FLORIDA: Dade County (305) 947-2229;

to the Jewish community.
ty Broward Cou.... (2N5) 925-2209; Paim Beach County (305) 684-7779

||
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PRK SURGICAL CO. INC.

foar PETER A. DUBE, R.Ph.
SURGICAL - MEDICAL SALES

5001 New UTRECHT AVENUE
| BROOKLYN, N.Y. 11219

800 633-7878
718 436-9200

Compliments of

Jack M. Rosenberg,
| Pharm. D, Phd., P.C.

(718) 948-3799 NYC Fire Department Certified

ROBERT A. ORLANDO "

Licensed Fire Drill Conductor
Safety & Fire Consultants, Inc., N.Y.

® Fire Drills & Personnel Training |
® Fire & Safety Control Programs F
® Assistance with New York City,

New York State & J.C.A.H. Regulations Compliance

For Medical Facilities, Schools, Commercial,
Office and High Rise Buildings

Mazur Bros & Jaffe

Il Fish Co., Inc.

232-234 Front St.

New York, N.Y. 10038-2086

LUMBER — PLYWOOD — FORMICA — DRYWALL PRODUCTS JI

WINDOWS — DOORS — HARDWARE — ROOFING SUPPLIES

532 La Guardia Place, 404 West 15th Street

New York City, NY 10012  New York City, NY 10011
777-1150

777-1474
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Medical Transportation Ambulance Corp.

732-2330

N.Y. STATE . Hr. Service

212 EAST TENTH ST.
NEW YORK, N. Y. 10003

CERTIFIED

ABETTA AMBULETTE SERVICE, INC.

673-1275

212 EAST TENTH ST.
NEW YORK, N. Y. 10003

GRAMERCY
CHAPELS, Inc.

Established 1907

ABRAHAM BLAU

Gramercy Chapels, Inc.

PARKWAY-SCHWARTZ
Gramercy Chapels, Inc.

ZION MEMORIAL
Gramercy Chapels, Inc.

SERVICES CONDUCTED THROUGHOUT THE
METROPOLITAN AREA INCLUDING BERGEN,
NASSAU, ROCKLAND, AND WESTCHESTER
COUNTIES.

DADE, BROWARD & PALM BEACH COUNTIES IN
FLORIDA.

477 - 6334

LOCAL NUMBERS IN FLORIDA

MIAMI — MIAMI BEACH 868-1029
FT. LAUDERDALE AREA 463-8844
WEST PALM BEACH AREA 833-3388

EXECUTIVE OFFICES

152 SECOND AVENUE
NEW YORK, N.Y. 10003
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Compliments of

©

Choice R Center,u.

Choice Surgical Supply, Inc.

457 Doughty Blvd
Inwood, N.Y. 11696

(516) 239-3673
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Utica H. Brisket Corp.

Kosher Meat
and Meat Products

1643 Utica Avenue
Brooklyn, N.Y. 11234

(718) 258-0072

Meat Suppliers to the
Bialystoker Nursing Home
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S. BERTRAM INC.

Distributors of

“FRESH FARM EGGS”
DAIRY AND INSTITUTIONAL PRODUCTS

329 Greenwich Street
New York, N.Y. 10013
925-6500

(718) 232-0066 (800) 258-8680

MED-PART

Replacement Parts for All Medical Equipment

62 Avenue O
Israel Minzer Brooklyn, N.Y. 11204
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MRS. MOLLIE ALPERT DONATES
PROJECT IN MEMORY OF
HUSBAND, DAVID M. ALPERT

The officers of the Bialystoker Center and Home
wish to express their gratitude for a very generous
donation bequeathed to the Home by the late David
M. Alpert of Merritt Island, Florida.

This generous contribution enabled us to make
major renovations on the 4th floor. The renovation
includes a new lounge, new floor, ceiling, lights and

Mollie Alpert

air conditioning system, all of which enhance the
surroundings for our residents.

We are most grateful to the widow of David
Alpert, Mrs. Mollie Alpert, who executed the will of
her late husband, thereby making this important
project possible. On behalf of our residents, we
thank her for helping the elderly by beautifying their
environment. She, and her late husband, have been a
great help to our institution.

It is hoped that Mrs. Alpert will honor us with a
visit to the Home, so that she may see the full frui-
tion of her gift.

Before going to press, we learned of the
passing of the following:

ZELIG KAPELUSHNIK

Zelig Kapelushnik died on March 12, 1989.

Mr. Kapelushnik survived the Holocaust in the
concentration camps, and arrived in the United
States in 1949. He is survived by his daughters,
Rachel and Renee, son Mark, and 6 grandchildren.

Although Zelig Kapelushnik was born in Radom,
he belonged to the Grodner Club, and attended
many Bialystoker Center functions.

The officers of the Bialystoker Center and
Grodner Friends extend their condolences to the
family.

IDA GROSS

Ida Gross, mother of Sylvia Dines and mother-in-
law of Joseph Dines, passed away March 31, 1989,
after a long illness. She was born in Brooklyn, New
York in 1902.

Joseph Dines is the Vice-President of the Bialys-
toker Center and Home. We extend our deepest
sympathy to Mr. and Mrs. Dines and family. May
they know of no more sorrow.

Ida Gross is survived by another daughter, Alice
Small, 4 grandchildren and 6 great grandchildren.

OLGA LEONETTI

Olga Leonetti passed away on March 20, 1989, at
the age of 83, after a longillness. She is the mother of
Lila Traiman, and mother-in-law of Henry Trai-
man. Mr. and Mrs. Traiman are members of the
Board of Governors of the Bialystoker Center and
Home.

Mrs. Leonetti also leaves behind 7 grandchildren
and 2 great grandchildren.To Mr. and Mrs. Trai-
man, we extend our sincere condolences, as well as
to the rest of the family.

Bialystoker Memorial Book
Is Warmly Received
The Bialystoker Center in New York

continues to receive letters of warm praise
from landsleit and friends concerning the
monumental Bialystoker Memorial Book.
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HENE MARCUS

The Bialystoker Center and Home is sad to
announce the passing of Mrs. Hene Marcus, who
died at the age of 63 on February 21, 1989.

Mrs. Marcus was born in Minsk Masz. Poland.
She lived there until the ghetto was liquidated during
the early part of the war. She survived the Holocaust
due to the valor of a Polish woman whose name was
Mrs. Michalcikowa. Young Hene Marcus was kept
safely in Mrs. Michalcikowa’s house right under the
very noses of the Gestapo. No one dreamed that a
Polish woman would harbor a Jewish girl directly
behind Gestapo headquarters.

Soon after the war, Hene met and married Leon
Marcus, who is from Bialystok. They came to the

EVA SACKS

It is with great sadness that we report the passing
of our dear friend Eva Sacks, who died on January 6,
1989 at the age of 84.

Eva Sacks was born in Bialystok. During World
War II, she lived in China and Japan. In Japan her
husband, was killed. She and her daughter arrived in
the United States in 1946.

Eva Sacks was a tireless supporter of our institu-
tion. She also recruited the help of many people on
behalf of the Bialystoker Center and Home. We
shall miss her very much.

Eva Sacks is survived by her daughter, Sonia
Cohen, 3 grandchildren and 2 great grandchildren,
and her sister Ida Tavor.

Hene Marcus

United States in 1949, and settled in Brooklyn and
then New Jersey. Mrs. Marcus, along with her hus-
band have always been active in the Bialystoker
Center, serving on the Board of Directors, selling
tickets for the Annual Theatre Benefit at Lincoln
Center, and always ready to help when asked.

Hene Marcus is survived by her husband, Leon,
two sons, Jerry an environment engineer, Dr. Stuart
at NYU, and granddaughter Jasmin.

The officers of the Bialystoker Center and Home
mourn the loss of our dear friend Hene. She shall be
sorely missed. To the entire family, we extend our
sincerest condolences, and may they know of no
more SOrTow.

Eva Sacks

On behalf of the officers of the Bialystoker Center
and Home, we extend our condolences to the
bereaved family. May they know of no more sorrow.

|
BUY AND HELP US

PUBLICIZE THE GREAT
NEW BIALYSTOKER
MEMORIAL BOOK
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Julius (Judke) Zabludowski

December 20, 1892. He came to the United States in
1912, and settled in New York. He was a fine cantor,
and led High Holiday services for many years on the
Lower East Side. Mr. Zabludowsky was a resident of
the Bialystoker Home for the past 3 years, and will
be missed by all who knew him.

Surviving Mr. Zabludowsky, are his sons Theo-
dore and Louis, 4 grandchildren and 4 great
grandchildren.

To the family we extend our heartfelt condolences
and may they be comforted among the mourners of
Zion and Jerusalem.

NORMAN BOCKOW

Mr. Norman Bockow, 81, passed away on Janu-
ary 11, 1989 in Sarasota, Florida. He was born in
Bialystok on October 2, 1907.

Prior to World War II, his family traded hides
internationally, and had other real estate holdings in
Poland. In the late 1940’s, Mr. Bockow established
Republic Leather Corp. in New York City. His com-
pany became a major distributor and supplier
throughout the eastern and southern U.S.A.

He and his family resided in Great Neck, NY for
over 20 years. Mr. Bockow retired in Sarasota,
Florida.

He is survived by his wife Hilde and his two sons
Drs. Barry and Lester.

Mr. Bockow was a supporter of the Bialystoker
Home for many years.

The Bialystoker Center and Home extends its
sincerest condolences to the family.

NORMAN NATOWITZ

It is with great sadness that we announce the
passing of Norman (Noah) Natowitz. Mr. Natowitz
died on January 24, 1989 at age 80. He was the son of
Shmuel Hershel and Tibi, a very prominent and fine
family in Bialystok. He was one of 6 children, 4
brothers and 2 sisters. Mr. Natowitz was a boyhood
friend of Mr. Izaak Rybal, and their friendship con-
tinued throughout their lives.

Norman came to the United States at age 17. He
met his wife Sylvia, at a Bialystoker Ball. He lived in
several New Jersey towns including Metuchen. He
ran a very successful retail business (children’s clo-
thing) in Perth Amboy. He retired in 1979, and
moved to Tucson Arizona in 1982. Temple Neve
Shalom in Metuchen, was founded by him, and a

Norman Natowitz

tradition was begun. Every year, during the High
Holidays, the Bialystoker Center Synagogue lends
its Sefer Torahs to Temple Neve Shalom. Stamp
collecting was his favorite hobby, and the Bialys-
toker Center provided him with all the stamps at its
disposal.

Norman Natowitz was a wonderful husband and
a great father. Surviving him are his wife Sylvia,
daughters Dr. Toby Ressman, Sally Fridkis, son
Jerry and one brother Naftali, who resides in
Norway.

On behalf of the officers of the Bialystoker Center
and Home, we extend our heartfelt sympathy and
sincerest condolences to the entire Natowitz family.
We share in their loss, and pray that G-d will sustain
them in their grief.
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SHLOYME GARBER

Shloyme Garber O’H, was born in Bialystok in
1910. He attended Shimen Zelig’s Talmud Torah
and later, the Yiddish Folkschool. He studied to
become a locksmith.

He served in the Polish Army, later in a Soviet
army unit. When the “Zapadnikes” — the Polish
citizens, who lived in Russia — returned from the
front, he lived in the Soviet Union. There he estab-
lished a new family together with his chosen mate
Stella, a hospital nurse.

After the war they emigrated to Israel. At first
they settled in Kibbutz Eyn Hakarmel, near Haifa.
There he had a brother, Chaim Garber Z”’L, who
emigrated as a Zionist before World War II. When
the War for Independence broke out, Shloyme
Garber joined the Palmach and fought in the war
against the Arabs.

After the establishment of the State of Israel,
Shloyme, his wife and new born daughter Rachel
relocated to Tel Aviv. There he found remnants of
the Jews of Bialystok and with all his strength he
dedicated himself to the revival of the Jewish com-
munity of Bialystok. He participated in the founding
of “Kiryat Bialystok™ and settled there in 1951.
There his second daughter Shosh was born.

Shloyme Garber lived in Kiryat Bialystok for the
remainder of his life and did everything to memor-
ialize the dear name of Bialystok. He worked in the
military industry of the State of Israel. He was
involved with great devotion, in constructing the
new tank for which he received an award from the
President of Israel.

Eleven years ago, Shloyme retired from work and
as a volunteer he became active in the Association of
Bialystoker in Israel. Together with his dear Rachel
Treibush, they have contributed in great measure to
Kiryat Bialystok.

Shloyme Garber Z”L gave his children a strong
national education. One daughter was a Lt. Colonel
in the army. She shares her family life with Meyer
Glick and they have two daughters. The second
daughter Shosh, is a lawyer. She is married to Arye
Shacham and they have three small children. She is
also an active volunteer in memorializing the city of
Bialystok.

Shloyme Garber loved to tell curious things and
anecdotes about old Bialystok. He was the treasurer
of the Association of Bialystoker and was very care-
ful with the expenses, not spending one shekel more
than was necessary. After his death receipts were
found in his drawer for donations he gave to Yeshi-
vas and hospitals, which no one even knew about.

May his memory be blessed.

ISAAC MELLENDER

Isaac Mellender, a devoted member of the Bialys-
toker center for many years. died after a long illness,
on June 21, 1988. He was born in Bialystok to a very
respected family. He was the son of Israel and Rifka,
and one of a very close knit circle of 3 brothers and 2
sisters. He never forgot his beloved Bialystok and
the childhood friends who survived the Holocaust.

The Bialystoker Center mourns the loss of a long
time supporter and friend. The officers and

Isaac Mellender

members of the Bialystoker Center and Home for
the Aged express their heartfelt sympathy and sin-
cerest condolences to the family.

Isaac left behind, in deep sorrow, his wife Rose,
son Leon and his wife Helen, son Andrew, brother
Motel and family in Israel, and his beloved grandson
Scott Jason who celebrated his Bar Mitzvah last
December. His family and friends will never forget
him. May he rest in peace.

YUDL ZABLUDOWSKY

The officers of the Bialystoker Center and Home
wish to express their profound sorrow on the passing
of Yudl Zabludowsky, who died February 18, 1989.
Mr. Zabludowsky was one of the builders of our
institution. He was also instrumental in organizing
the Club of Bialystoker Friends.

Mr. Zabludowsky was born

in Bialystok
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an Q[lemoriam

NYOMA WALDMAN

Nyoma Waldman was born on March 21, 1901 in
Bialystok and died August 13, 1988 in New York. In
Warsaw, Nyoma Waldman was a representative for
Phillips of the Netherlands. He was also an impresa-
rio and brought some of the best cantors to the
synagogue of Bialystok. A day before Poland was
invaded, he escaped to Russia. While there, he was

Nyoma Waldman

asked by the USSR government to form ballet and
orchestra acts, and served as Master of Ceremonies.
He received the Stalin Order of Merit for excellent
management. During that time he met Moshe Kous-
sevitsky who was performing operatic works. He
became Koussevitsky’s manager and they returned
in 1946 to Poland. Upon his arrival in Poland, he
learned that his mother, brother, wife and two
daughters were burned in the Great Synagogue of
Bialystok.

Nyoma arrived in the United States in January
1947, and arranged 25 concerts throughout the
U.S.A. with the William Morris Agency. He settled
in Brooklyn and was an active member in the Bialys-
toker Center. He shall be sorely missed by all who
knew him. He was a good supporter of our institu-

Nyor;la Waldman
and Cantor Moshe Kusevitzky

tion and a dear friend, and was loved by everyone
who knew him.

The Bialystoker Center and Home expresses its
profound sympathy to his family.

— >0 —

CELIA JAFFE

Mrs. Celia Jaffe, widow of Max Jaffe, died on
March 27, 1988 at 98 years of age. She came to the
United States from Bialystok in 1916.

She was active in many charitable organizations
among them the Pioneer Women and the Work-
men’s Circle, and she was always supportive of our
institution and a longtime member.

Mrs. Jaffe is survived by 3 daughters — Elisabeth
(Selma) Lewis; Mildred Dubensky and Anita Seyler,
as well as her only son, Myron Jaffe, who resides in
Paris.

Celia Jaffe was a great human being.
Because of her wonderful spirit, kindness, generos-
ity and quick wit, she will be sorely missed by all who
knew and loved her.

The officers and members of the Bialystoker Cen-
ter and Home for the Aged express their heartfelt
sympathy and sincerest condolences to all the
members of her family, and pray that they may enjoy
only happy occasions in the years ahead.
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buried while still alive. From the hole, which mea-
sured 7 meters in length, 1-1/2 meters wide and 1
meter deep, 129 victims were removed, of various
ages, amongst them: 21 children, 70 women and 38
men.

In the same area, about 3 meters away from the
first, on November 18 the Brigade discovered a
second mass-grave, and at a depth of 52 centimeters
bodies were found, piled one upon the other, as well
as bunches of decayed human body parts. On the
floor of the hole lay a woman and a child, hands
interwoven, which could not be separated, which
proves that also here people were buried while still
partly alive.

This hole measured 6 meters long, 2 meters wide
and 1-1/2 meters deep. The number of bodies which
were dug up numbered 108-101 intact and 7 deterio-
rated bodies, 52 men, 33 women and 11 children. In
both graves a total of 232 martyrs were unearthed,
90 men, 108 women and 32 children.

The exhumed bodies were given a Jewish burial
on Friday, November 22, 1946, at 1 o’clock in the
afternoon, on the ghetto cemetery in the presence of
the entire Jewish population and representatives of
the government in power.

Bialystok had the sad honor of being able to bury
a small number of its Jewish victims. The larger
Jewish mass of six millions, however, succumbed
without a trace, their ashes having been dispersed
over the fields of Europe.

The destruction of Bialystok — “‘the city aban-
doned.” (from “Lamentations.”) This is the sum
total of the eldest Jewish Bialystok community, as it
was also with Warsaw, Vilna and the other large
Jewish cities of Poland. The dispersed ashes and
shattered bones of 6 million Jews cover Europe’s
fields. The civilized world does not fear its own face
looking into the mirror of our blood and tears. The
English Empire blocked the doors to our homeland,
and her navy waged a bloody war against defenseless
women and children, who returned to our
homeland.

The spirit of the ghetto fighters lives and must live
forever. The ghetto heroes broke through the ghetto
wall. Our brave people, before their death, called for
revenge, believing that the Jewish People Must Live
— revenge without pity. A good German doesn’t
exist. A good German, an easy death, only a
death .. Revenge means not forgetting our heroes,
who gave their lives for the honor of our people.
Revenge means fighting for our rights as a people,
for our national freedom, being prepared to sacri-
fice, unafraid, as did the ghetto heroes.

The struggle that began in the ghettoes of Warsaw
and Bialystok in 1943, has continued on the shores
of our homeland in 1947. Let us fulfill the last will

The monument on the mass grave erected in 1947.
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and testament of our heroes and martyrs and honor
their memory in Eretz Israel.

The Bialystok Landsmanshaft in America, espe-
cially the previous Executive Director of the Bialys-
toker Center, David Sohn, and the present
Executive Director Izaak Rybal, have warmly
responded to my call to establish Kiryat Bialystok.

In 1949 the Bialystoker Center called a Bialystok
World Conventionin New York. Its goal was to plan
the project of establishing a Kiryat Bialystok in
Israel. To this conference came delegates from every
country where Bialystok Jews reside: from Austra-
lia, Israel, Argentina and Uruguay, France, Mexico,
South Africa and Canada.

At this conference the sum of $100,000.00 was
raised and a contract was signed with Roscoe, the
Israel construction company.

Today, in Kiryat Bialystok, there are 300 houses,
a synagogue, a school, and other cultural institu-
tions, as well as a textile industry. Kiryat Bialystok is
located near Yehud, on the road from Lod to Tel-
aviv. The author of these lines had the honor of
being the secretary of the conference.

Kiryat Bialystok lives in Eretz Israel. The Jewish
Bialystok in Poland exists no longer. Jews don’t live
there any more.
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tant role in this was played by the Pioneer Move-
ment, which organized Kibbutzim. In the devastated
Bialystok there existed pioneer kibbutzim, one of the
“Hechaluts Dror,” named for Mordechai Tenen-
baum. The second one of “Ikhud,” general Zionists,
and the 3rd — of the “Hapoel Hamizrachi.”” The
young people were given a Jewish national-cultural
education and vocational guidance. Amongst the
repatriated youth were a hundred demobilized soldi-
ers of the Red Army. After learning of the devastat-
ing destruction, they asked one question: How do we
leave for Eretz Israel? Enough, already . . We want
to fight for our own country.

In conjunction with the repatriation of the young
people, I must note the following fact: On the day
the war broke out, that black June, 1941, there were
in the children’s colony in the health resort of Drus-
keniki, close to 60 children from Bialystok. Thanks
to the heroic act of a Jewish-Russian teacher,
Poyzner, and the Yiddish teacher Tobias from
Lomze, the children were successfully relocated to
the heart of Russia.

During the war years, they stayed in a Soviet
children’s home in Caraculina, on the Volga River.
There the children had an opportunity to study and
they learned many trades. They returned as nurses,
technicians, mechanics and others.

During the summer of 1946, they returned to
Poland as an organized Bialystoker children’s col-
lective, under the direction of the teacher Tobias.
The center of “Hechaluts” took the children under
its wing.

The Bialystok “landsleit” of New York responded
warmly to the appeal of the Bialystoker Committee.
They sent generous financial support for the child-
ren. During the half-year they spent in Poland, the
Bialystok children stayed in a children’s kibbutz of
“Hechaluts’ Dror in Kudova, Lower Silesia. There
they received a Jewish National education. They
learned Hebrew, Jewish history, Palestine geo-
graphy. In December 1946, they departed for
France, where they spent 4 months in a children’s
home in Rothchild’s palace near Paris. In April
1947, the children left Marseilles aboard the ship
“Theodore Herzl”” bound for Eretz Israel.

As is known, the British navy, which blockaded
the shores of Eretz Israel, fought the illegal immi-
grants and in the end they “won.” The 57 Bialystok
children, who had survived Hitler’s Hell, thanks to
the Soviet Union, were, because of the “Freedom-
loving” English, coldbloodedly deported to
Cyprus. Let this act be inscribed in history as a
disgrace to Great Britain and to the honor of our 57
Bialystok children, who survived the horrible
holocaust.

According to the decision of the Jewish Regional
Committee in Bialystok, a brigade of Jewish

workers assumed the disintenment of the martyrs
from the mass grave on Koshinirska Street, across
from the ghetto cemetery on November 16, 1946.
According to the statements of witnesses, between
August 16-23, 1943, during the final liquidation of
the ghetto, there were 200 Jews killed, amongst
whom were sick patients from the Jewish Hospital,
aged and infirm.

Having dug to a depth of 40 meters, they reached
the first layer of half deteriorated corpses. On top lay
a woman; enclosed in her arms, a small child of
about 3 years. The condition of the corpses in the
bottom layers were better. In a corner of the grave, a
woman, wearing a cloth around her head, was tied to
the knee of a man. The bodies were rigidly entwined.
Several corpses could be recognized as having bullet
burns, and the others, according to all signs, were

Six Orphans of a group of 80 rescued Bialystoker children

whom the teacher, Jacob Tobias, brought back from Russia

in 1947. During their stay in Russia these six orphans

were graduated from a medical school — some as obstet-
ricians and others as nurses.
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Seated, right to left. Obstetrician Chanah Lynn (in Poland),

Nurses Feigel Ribak and Chayah Fishman (in Israel).

Standing. Obstetrician Luba Perei (served in First Aid in

Cyprus), Obstetrician Batya Reichert (remained in Russia),
and Nurse Tzivya Jablonka (Israel).
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A group of 47 Jewish children of
Bialystok vicinity who were
redeemed from Gentile hands
with funds supplied by the
Bialystoker Relief in America.

199 APT1P YW 47 PO Y91 N
OND ONIMIN PR PRODIINOD
PO JINNY)  VONPIIDNN  JWINT
P9 99N WT VM LIPNOINS
YPIIPNNR PR PYYY WPNVDIINI

they voluntarily went there, or were studying in
Russia . . . Amongst the almost 100,000 Polish Jews,
who were in the Soviet Union during the War, close
to 5000 were Bialystok Jews. A difficult task stood
before the Regional Committee in Bialystok: to
receive and resettle the repatriated Jews.

Bialystok is devastated. There is simply no room
to place another 300 Jews, and it was up to us to
arrange to accommodate thousands. Bialystok is a
border city. Through it streamed thousands of Jews,
originally from Vilayka, Lomze and other cities and
towns. Our first priority was to create aroof over the
heads of these Jews. The government gave us, for
this purpose, the old home for the aged were, during
the bloody German occupation, the Judenrat was
located. After a basic renovation, the building was
ready to receive inhabitants.

How did they look, the Jews whose fate it was not
to have been in Hitler’s Hell. Seeing before their very
eyes the horrible destruction that the human mind
cannot even imagine, they became morally devas-
tated. Economically, they were, for the most part,
quite poor, inadequately clothed, many without
even underclothes.

Thanks to the gift sent by the Bialystoker ““/ands-
leit” in Argentina who provided 50 crates of clothing
for men, women and children, it was possible to
fulfill the basic needs. It is important that I tell about
the gift given by the Argentinean landsleit. It was an
act of loyalty, devotion and understanding of the
needs of their brothers and sisters. We received clo-
thing, shoes, soap, chocolate and Yiddish books.
The clothing and shoes were totally new. Because of
this gift, we were able to clothe the needy Jews,
improve their sanitary conditions and help to heal
the children and the sick. Then we were ready to
sustain the clothed and surviving Jews with culture.

After serving the primary needs of the repatriated,
there arose the necessity of adjusting, finding job

possibilities and housing. This problem was not a
simple one. Of the large Bialystok textile industry,
there remained factories, which required new work-
hands. The Jewish weavers of Bialystok no longer
had anything left to do there.

Despite these difficulties, we were nevertheless,
successful in organizing a tailors’ cooperative, a
cobblers’ work shop and to set up a bakery. These
work places employed 40 Jews. It is necessary to
emphasize that trade, the primary earning capability
of the Jews, no longer lies in Jewish hands.

The Polaks have this kind of saying: Before 1939 it
was your trade and our government, and it was bad
for us; today it is your government and our trade —
and it is still bad for us. ..

An additional problem arose in adjusting, or bet-
ter said, in pointing the way to the young people who
returned from the Soviet Union. A vital and impor-

A group of Bialystoker refugees in Italy in 1947. Standing is
Dr. S. Datner, the first Chairman of the Jewish Regional
Committee following World War II.
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about 12 years. The bodies were entwined and
twisted together. The Germans brought Jewish fam-
ilies here from the bunkers, shot them, and they
landed on top of the bodies of earlier victims in this
mass grave.

Certainly several must still have been alive while
they were being buried because the right leg of one
victim was drawn up and another had covered his
face with his hands.

The first day of the exhumation, they dug up 16
corpses. On the 2nd day — 42 — men, women and
children. On the 3rd day, they reached the bodies of
the ghetto fighters. In the coat pockets of one man,
they found 13 Russian bullets and a passport in the

The top layer of the ditch into which the murdered victims
were thrown.
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name of Yechezkl Zulty. In another, they found 28
pistol bullets, 765 caliber, and a pair of universal
pliers used to cut the wires of a ghetto wall and a
Soviet passport with the name of Zacharye Kaplan;
address: Bialystok; vocation: carpenter. On the
passport was the stamp of “Judenrat,” with a Star of
David.

The fighters were laid out in rows, their feet and
head crossing; 90 of them without shoes and with
turned out pockets, which indicated that they had
been robbed after they were shot. In total 125 people
were exhumed, 70 resistance fighters, and 55 Jewish
martyrs from the bunkers — 108 men, 12 women
and 5 children.

On April 1, 1946, at 4. p.m., the Jewish people of

Bialystok buried them according to Jewish law in
the cemetery on Zabia Street. The funeral ceremony
on the ghetto cemetery in Bialystok became a
Jewish-Polish demonstration against Fascism. Most
moving was the speech made by the then chairman
of the Jewish Regional Committee, Dr. Shymon
Datner, activist in the underground movement of
the Bialystok ghetto, who described the conditions
under which the heroes had to do battle and then
heroically died. He also pointed to the guilt of the
entire German people in the mass murders.

The officials of the then government, in their
speeches, marked the heroism of the Jewish resist-
ance fighters of the ghetto. They stated that the

Transferring the dead from a garbage pile toa mass grave on
the ghetto cemetery.
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government would increase their struggle against
outrageous Polish followers of Hitlerism.

On August 23, 1946, the 3rd anniversary of the
liquidation and uprising of the Bialystok ghetto, a
monument to the memory of the 70 ghetto fighters
was unveiled. The monument was erected by the
Jewish Regional Committee, with funds contributed
by Bialystok ‘‘/andsleit” in the United States. From
the very center of the cemetery there rises a tall,
black monument with golden lettering in Yiddish,
Hebrew and Polish. Across the stone — a bronze
Star of David.

In the Spring of 1946, the organized repatriation
of Polish Jews in the Soviet Union begins. As Vice
Chairman of the Jewish Regional Committee of
Bialystok, I directed the Department of Repatria-
tion, Social Aid and Zionist Activities, such as to
establish kibbutzim with the help of the Pioneer
Central in Lodz, as well as the rescuing of children,
who had been hidden with non-Jews during the war.
Thankfully, Jews were located there because the
Soviet Union had either sentenced them to that area,
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Loading the Jews in the death-
wagons at the Polieser Railroad
Station.
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longer did we feel so alone, realizing that American
Jews remembered us and cared about our fate and
rebirth.

The Jewish Regional Committee in Bialystok was
the only legal representation of Bialystok Jewry.
The Committee consisted of representatives of all
existing parties on the Jewish scene, starting with the
Bund and ending with Zionist parties of all persua-
sions. The tone setter in the Jewish, as well as in the
general political life of the country, was the P.P.R.
the Communist Party. In Jewish communal life, the
one to decide was the so-called “fekher” that is, the
inter-party understanding, which existed in the Cen-
tral Committee of the Polish Jews and in the com-
mittees throughout the entire country. The parties
were asked to come to mutual agreements.

The Jewish Committee represented the Jewish
population outside of the region and alleviated its
moral and material needs. In the Bialystok Commit-
tee there existed several departments which served
the Bialystok Jews with their activity, wherever they
were dispersed, throughout Poland and the world. I
would like to list the most important of them: the
correspondence department, which was the nerve
center of the committee and of the Jewish popula-
tion. Thanks to this particular department,
hundreds of Bialystok Jews were successful in con-
necting with their relatives abroad. The department
of social aid and childcare concerned itself with
systematically distributing clothing and other items,
taking into consideration firstly, the sick, the aged
and working people, whose income was too little
even for minimal living. Children up to 15 years of
age, received help in the form of money, food pro-
ducts and clothing.

The productive department organized the artisans
and gave financial aid to Jews, who wished to estab-

lish themselves in various trades. The cultural
department organized theatre productions, acade-
mies and various political meetings, published a
monthly bulletin about the life and creativity of the
Jews of Bialystok.

The dramatic circle was the first theatre to take
root in the soil of the Bialystok Jewish holocaust.
The Bialystok Drama Circle was the pioneer in the
theatre field of post-war Poland.

The Historical Commission of the Jewish Com-
mittee collected artifacts of the bloody Hitler-era in
Bialystok. The special commission of the Jewish
Regional Committee was responsible for measuring
the need for protection and security of the Jews of
the city. The Jews must be prepared to protect them-
selves in an emergency. The TOZ, where the sick
received free medial assistance, was also located in
the building which housed the committee, as well as
a library of 1300 books, 945 of which were donated
by townspeople in Argentina. The Bialystok Yiddish
school counts 12 students; all that remains of the
6000 Jewish students of pre-1939.

The Exhumation Department of the Jewish
Regional Committee in Bialystok had as its goal to
provide a Jewish burial for the martyrs and heroes
who were shot or buried alive,

The first exhuming in Bialystok took place on
March 19, 1946. 70 Bialystok resistance fighters who
were shot on August 23 on corner of Kupiecka and
Yurovyetska and buried in a large grave on Zabia
Street, together with 55 Jews from the bunkers, who
were murdered by the Germans.

Digging down to a depth of about a foot, the
disinterment brigade, consisting of 7 Jews, came
upon the dead bodies. First, there lay a woman of
about 30 years of age, with a gold ring on her hand.
Near her lay a small child, a man and a young girl of
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First extermination drive in February, 1943, when 10,000
Jews were led from the Ghetto to their execution.
ONI/ND YN L1943 ,ANINAYD PO INPN WOVIY T M3
SDINY YT IE RVY YT PO YN VNV 10 VOYIDNIN

Skeletons of houses and mounds of grass was the
panorama of post-war Jewish Bialystok.

For the sake of clarity I must indicate geographic
details. Bialystok is today one of the most repressed
cities of Poland. It now takes the place of the one-
time towns in the kresn. The Soviet boundary
extends, in certain areas, only 20-some-odd kilome-
ters from the city. Quite often Bialystok is cut off
from the rest of the country because the road from
Bialystok to Warsaw is life-threateningly
dangerous.

Near the Czyzew-Zarembi Station, the trains are
stopped and Jews, and often Red Army soldiers, are
removed and shot on the spot by the Polish-Fascist
scoundrels. The Bialystok-Warsaw train is accom-
panied by a special carload of soldiers, who are not
often capable of protecting the lives of the pas-
sengers. (Read: Jews).

Such an incident occurred two days after the
pogrom in Kielc. Near Zarembi Koscielne, 40 Jews
were “‘removed,” amongst whom were 3 members of
the Gordonya Kibbutz of Bialystok, who were
instantly shot. Their funeral took place in Bialystok
on the 13th of July, 1946.

When Jews meet in Lodz or Lower Silesia, and it
appears that there are Jews amongst them who live
in Bialystok, they are viewed with great wonder-
ment. “You live in Bialystok? ... and you walk
through the streets when it’sdark? . . .”” Yes, it called
for a great sacrifice, on behalf of the Jews, who tried
to rebuild their life on the destruction that was
Bialystok.

Bialystok was liberated by the Russian Army on
July 27, 1944. Bialystok, Lublin, Chelm, were the
first cities of Poland to be liberated from the bloody
German occupation.

Young girls of Bialystok being driven into railroad cars on
their way to Auschwitz.
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During the first days following the liberations,
several Jewish Partisans, who were lucky enough to
have hidden out with Christians, arrived in Bialys-
tok from the forests, having lain for dozens of
months beneath the ground. They were no longer
people, only shadows. The aspiration was bread. A
2-kilogram loaf of unrefined black bread. The Jew-
ish Central Committee, which was established in
Lublin, provided Bialystok with food products and
clothing, which were received from Polish Jews liv-
ing in America.

The largest number of Jews in this category
returned to the American Zone in Germany, to the
“D.P.” camps, with the hope and belief in world
justice, that they, the first enemies of Hitler, the
concentration camp inmates, will be the first to be
given human-rights and it will be made possible for
them to live in the greater world. Many of them went
to Cyprus, to struggle against the English blockade
of our homeland.

The life of the Jewish settlement in Bialystok con-
tinued following the decrease of a considerable
number of Jews. The first messenger-pioneers of our
brothers outside of Poland, the Secretary of the
Canadian Jewish Congress Chaim M. Kaizerman,
and the Editor of the Canadian Jewish Weekly, Sh.
Lipshitz, achieved, as a result of their visit to Bialys-
tok, during the days of the Winter of 1946. Also Dr.
Shoshkes of the H.I.A.S. and Jacob Patt of the
Jewish Labor Committee visited Bialystok. They
brought financial aid for the Jews of Bialystok. No
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By order of the Nazis, Jews from all Bialystok move into the
Ghetto.
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Factories were burning, as were haystacks and
houses. At the same time the resistance fighters lig-
uidated the strong German patrols, which guarded
the ghetto walls. The Germans retreated.

The captured German arms and the Germans
who fell in their struggle with the Jews, encouraged
the fighters to continue their battle. In groups they
stormed the ghetto door with grenades and bottles
of kerosene in hand but the Germans, greater in
number and better armed, quickly took over. Using
machine guns and a squadron of airplanes, they
repulsed the attack at the ghetto door. The battle
was unequal: 300 poorly armed Jews were fighting
3000 excellently armed Germans, amongst whom
there was no lack of Ukrainian and White Russian
scoundrels. Novogrudzka and Smolna Streets were
covered with dead bodies. The resistance fighters
needed arms. The longest battle was waged by the
group of fighters on the site of the “Judenrat”
Gardens. Two columns of S.S. men attacked the
fighters from other streets. The attacks of the S.S.
gangsters were warded off by the fighters with losses
for the Germans.

The Germans, having lost their patience, brought
tanks into the battle. A mine, which the fighters
planted, caused the withdrawal of the tanks. The
Germans, however, immediately brought in infantry
regiments. The fighters ran out of ammunition. 70 of
them hid in a bunker. They were soon discovered
and were shot on the corner of Kupiecka and Yuro-
wiecka. The Bialystok resistance fighters shouted as
they fell: “Down with the Germans. Down with
Hitler. Long Live the Red Army. Long live the
Jewish People.” Their warm bodies were laid to rest
on the ghetto cemetery on Zabia Street.

The ghetto was triply surrounded. In the first row
were S.S. men with light machine guns; in the second

row — soldiers with heavy machine guns, then
artillery and cavalry. Despite the fact that they were
tightly surrounded, a group of young people suc-
cessfully escaped from the ghetto on August 27 and
joined up with the partisans.

During the battle, the leader of the group, Sonia
Shmid (a girl from Slonim), died. The leader of the
Bialystok Ghetto Uprising, Mordechai Tenenbaum,
a member of “Hechaluts Dror” and his friend
Daniel Moshkovitch, committed suicide.

Most shocking was the liquidation of the Jewish
hospital, which was located on Fabrychna Street in
the TOZ building. On August 20, the Chief of the
Criminal Board, the S.S. man Fridel, marched into
the hospital, accompanied by Ukrainian S.S. men,
shouting: “Out, quickly!!” “A special train awaits
you.” The “special train” was a line of wagons
which stood in front of the hospital. The sick people
dressed slowly, but the sticks and rifle butts of the
Germans forced them to hurry. An old man, the
father of Frieda Ostrove, reacted to the Germans’
beating by striking a German soldier on the head
several times with the cane he used to lean on.
Regaining his senses, the German jumped on the
sick man’s bed and shot him several times with his
gun. The old man’s brains splattered the floor.
When Nurse Dlugatch heard this, she committed
suicide.

The Germans became hysterical and didn’t permit
the sick patients to dress themselves. In only under-
wear, the sick were driven from the hospital. New-
born infants in the nursery were thrown onto the

The Judge’s Bench. — The murderer, with his back to the
spectators, facing the Court. On the left sits Dr. Datner who
appeared as a witness against the murderer.
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wagons. They were already half dead. Only their
whimpers could be heard . ..

The “train” departs for the Zabia Cemetery where
the sick are killed by the hand of the murderer, the
S.S. man Fridel, who used a machine gun for this
purpose. The murderer Fridel was ordered to die by
a court action in Bialystok in 1946. The sentence was
carried out 3 days after the judgement.

Thus ended the history of Jewish life in Bialystok.

* * *
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ELEGY TO THE TRAGEDY OF BIALYSTOK

Polish Jewry, until the dark years between 1939-
45, was the crown of world Jewry. The Bialystoker
Jews were one of the jewels in this crown. In 1939
Bialystok had 60 thousand Jews out of a general
population of 100,000 residents. It other words: Bia-
lystok was like the city and mother of Israel.

Who does not remember Bialystok? The popular
quarter Chanaykes, Piaskes with its informed textile
workers, Lipova, Sienkiewicya, Rynek Kosciuski, the
center of Bialystok trade. Bialystok, the Jewish cul-
ture center, — the Hebrew High School with its
2,000 students, the Yiddish High School, the Tarbut
schools (the original and in the Hebrew language),
the “Cyko” Schools, the artisan school and the
Druskin and Dr. Gutman’s Yiddish High School
with Polish as its language of instruction. Who
doesn’t remember the Yeshiva boys of the Beth
Joseph Yeshiva, the well-known “kibbutzniks,” who
spent day and night in the synagogues and with the
old familiar melody intoned ‘““Abaye said,”; The
Yiddish Theater, the Sholem Aleichem Library with
its 50,000 volumes in Yiddish, Polish, Hebrew and
English; the Jewish hospital; orphan homes; free
lodging, TOZ* and other important community
institutions.

August 16, 1943 marks the end of the tragic and
vast history of the progressive Jewish national, crea-
tive, cultural, energetic and love-for-life Bialystoker
Jewry.

The Germans marched into Bialystok on June 27,
1941. Their first act was to set fire to the large
Bialystoker City Synagogue and the areas surround-
ing it — the so-called synagogue court (‘‘shul hoyf™).
In the flames of the shul were also consumed! the
famous chess master Aaron Zabludovsky, son of the
Bialystoker intellect Chaim Zvi Zabludovsky, the
popular jester Alter Steinberg and Dr. Kratsowski.
2,000 Bialystok Jews were burned to death in the
synagogue.

On Thursday,the 3rd of July, 300 Jews, primarily
of the intelligentsia, were caught and shot to death.
On Saturday, July 12, 5000 Jewish men and young
people were led from the city to Pietrashe, two
kilometers from Bialystok, and shot.

Bialystok Jewry was liquidated by German bru-
tality and precision in two phases. The first act of
extermination began on February 5, and ended on
February 12. 15,000 Jews were removed from the
various death camps. The 2nd Bialystok massacre,
the so-called 2nd Act, started on August 16, 1943
and ended on August 23, causing the murder of

Translated by Pearl Krupit

® By IDIDI LIEBER HAMBURG

40,000 Jews, who had been transported to Mai-
danek, Auschwitz, Treblinka and Blizhin.

I would like to dwell a bit on the sequences of the
2nd act, which tragically terminated the history of
Bialystok Jewry. At 2 a.m. on August 16 the S.S.
division marched into the factories. It was clear that

Mr. Izaak Rybal amid the ruins of the Great Bialystoker
Synagogue, immediately after the war. 2,000 Bialystoker
Jews were burned inside on March 27, 1941 by the Nazis.
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the final hour of destruction has arrived. In the span
of half an hour the Jewish resistance groups were
mobilized. Arms were distributed and the comrades
took their assigned positions.

The Jewish resistance groups concentrated them-
selves in the area of Yurowcer, Chmielna, Ciepla
always ready to help when asked.

10 a.m. on August 16th marked the beginning of
the Ghetto-fighter’s attack. The signal to begin the
fighting was to be fires which would be ignited by the
heroic 16 year old girls Mika Datner, Batya Kat-
chalski, Chaya Biale and others.
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Mr. and Mrs. Izaak Rybal

c/o Bialystoker Center and Home
228 East Broadway

New York, N.Y. 10002

Dear Molly and Izaak:

I was honored to be a participant in the function
on Sunday where tribute was paid to you both. You
so rightfully deserve this.

Your whole life has revolved around the Bialys-
toker Center and giving to others.

1 wish you both to be able to continue your good
work for many years. Good luck and good health.

Sincerely,

Benjamin Meed

SAM AND EDNA NEIDORF

Dear Molly and Izaak:

Sorry Edna and I cannot share the occasion of
your Testimonial Dinner. Our hats are off to you,
and we are very proud of you.

It must feel wonderful to be so honored. You both
deserve it. Enclosed is a contribution from us which
we hope, will help to make the simcha a success.

Edna and the family send all their best wishes.

Beverly Hills, Ca. Sam Neidorf

ABRAM ZBAR

Mr. Izaak Rybal
Bialystoker Center

228 East Broadway
New York, N.Y. 10002

Very sorry, cannot participate in the Testimonial
Dinner, honoring my best friends [zaak and Molly
Rybal. Wishing both of them plenty of joy, lots of
happiness and good health to continue their lovely
work.

With love,
Abram Zbar

Maxwell Dane
437 Madison Avenue New York, N.Y. 10022

Mr. Izaak Rybal

Bialystoker Center and Home
228 East Broadway

New York, N.Y. 10002

Dear Mr. Rybal:

I regret that we cannot attend the May 15th dinner
which honors you.

The Bialystoker Home has always been a caring
institution — you have brought it along farther by
playing a leading role in improving its facilities for
the comfort and well-being of its residents.

Our very best wishes to you and the Home.

Sincerely,

Maxwell Dane

LAW OFFICES OF
HARRY MORGENSTEIN
295 MADISON AVENUE N.Y. 10017

Dear Mr. Rybal:

Thank you very much for the invitation to the
testimonial dinner honoring you and Mrs. Rybal.
Unfortunately, I will be unable to attend at that
time. I do wish, however, to enclose a contribution
for the Bialystoker Center and Home. I regret the
delay in writing this letter.

I was most pleasantly surprised when I visited
your Home on East Broadway. Many years ago |
was the owner of 640 home beds in a number of
institutions in the Miami area. Most of these were
constructed by me and run by me and my associate.

I have had the opportunity to visit many nursing
home institutions throughout the country. I have
never, however, come across an institution such as
yours which showed such warmth and devotion to
the people entrusted to them. The care I saw at your
Home was exceptional. It seemed to be on a one to
one basis.

I must also commend you for the cleanliness and
the fact that there was not a single odor throughout
the Home. It is only someone who is acquainted with
the many nursing homes throughout the country to
whom this is a most significant factor.

I must thank you for the wonderful lunch and the
very pleasant conversation. I trust that I will be in a
position to be more helpful through the Town Club
Foundation of the City of New York, of which
organization I am the Vice President.

Very truly yours,

Harry Morgenstern
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UNITED WAY OF NEW YORK CITY
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,, 99 Park Avenue, New York, N.Y. 10016

November 30, 1988
Mr. Izaak Rybal
Executive Director
Bialystoker Home and
Infirmary for the Aged

Dear Izaak

It was very thoughtful of you to forward the let-
ters from several of the residents to Sheila Char-
browe. I read each letter with great delight.

If you have no objections, I would like to write
each of them personally and thank them for their
letters of support.

This is what our business is all about!

Happy Holidays.

Warm regards.

Sincerely
Ralph Dickerson, Jr.

cc: Sheila Charbrowe
Linda Gruskiewicz

UNITED
WAY 7~
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99 PARK AVENUE, NEW YORK, N.Y. 10016/(212) 907-0300
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May 2, 1988

Mr. Sam Solasz
Bialystoker Center, and Home

Dear Sam:

I am so pleased to learn that Molly and Izaak
Rybal are being honored by the Bialystoker Center
on Sunday May 15, 1988. I regret that a long-
standing speaking engagement in Utica precludes
my joining you on this happy occasion.

I have long admired the Bialystoker Center’s rep-
utation for caring devotion to those who reside in
your unique Home. Izaak Rybal has devoted over
forty years of selfless service to the Bialystoker Cen-
ter and has earned the respect of all Americans who
cherish our national heritage of ethnic diversity and
individual dignity. My friends whose relatives are
fortunate enough to reside in the Bialystoker Home
speak with great appreciation of Izaak and Molly’s
loving concern for each member of the Bialystoker
family.

Please convey my best wishes to this special cou-
ple on this deeply-deserved honor.

Sincerely,

Daniel Patrick Moynihan

A §—
85-39 213th Street, Queens Village, N.Y. 11427
(212) 468-7756 (212) 468-8069

July 7, 1988
Mr. Izaak Rybal

Executive Director
Bialystoker Center
New York, N.Y. 10002

Dear Mr. Rybal:

I cannot thank you enough for your hospitality
during last week’s visit to your agency. I am sure that
once the attendees were able to view the vital services
provided to the community by your organization,
they realized the significance of the United and their
upcoming efforts.

Again, thank you for your time, and please extend
my appreciation to Ms. Bailin.

Sincerely,

Michael S. McNeil

cc: J. Fish Assistant Vice President

I. Doyle

Dear Izaak:

On behalf of June and myself, we would like to
wish you much Mazel and Brocho on your forth-
coming honoring.

We want you to know that you and Molly have
been so deserving of much honor for all the work
you do for the Home. You are a man of much
integrity and honor and G-d should give you to 120
years to continue doing so much for the Bialystoker
Family.

I want to wish you and Molly and your President
Mr. Sam Solasz and Rose, whom June and I love so
much, much success on this great fundraiser you are
undertaking.

We are enclosing a contribution in that honor,
and pray that G-d give us the health and strength to
continue doing mitzvot for others.

Mazel Tov and Nachas.

With love,
Sol Zim
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Mr. Sam Solasz, President
The Bialystoker Center, Home and
Infirmary for the Aged

Dear Mr. Solasz:

Thank you for the gracious invitation to join the
bestowal of honor to two extraordinary and gra-
cious people. Both Molly and Izaak Rybal are truly
deserving of such praise — they have committed
their lives to our community, the Lower East Side in
general and our elderly members in particular.

As a life-long resident of the Lower East Side, I
have had the pleasure and privilege to mature in an
environment wherein The Bialystoker Center,
Home and Infirmary for the Aged has flourished
and where the ever present influence of these two
remarkable people has abounded. Izaak Rybal is
one of the pillars of this community — there are few
who do not know him and all who do have nothing
but laudatory remarks. He is a man with the unique
ability to interact with everyone and convey a sin-
cere interest and concern. Whenever he is called on
for assistance, he is always responsive. I am truly
delighted to have received an invitation to this mem-
orable event and I will look forward to joining with
you on that date.

Once again, many thanks for your thoughtfulness
and the opportunity to share this moment with
Izaak and Molly Rybal.

Very truly yours,

Sheldon Silver
Member of Assembly

Izaak and Molly Rytal
228 East Broadway
New York, N.Y. 10002

Our thoughts and wishes are with you on your
celebration of forty years wonderful work.

Bialystoker Landsmanshaft Israel
Committee Kiryat Bialystok
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Mr. & Mrs. Izaak Rybal
The Bialystoker Center

Dear Mr. & Mrs. Rybal:

Congratulations on the occasion of the testimon-
ial dinner in your honor being given by the Bialys-
toker Center.

I can think of no one who better exemplifies the
principles of Am Yisroel and the devotion to caring
for others. Your selfless commitment to the well
being of all people reminds us of the sage words: ko/
Yisroel arevim zeh lazeh; that we each have a deep
and abiding responsibility for one another.

Due to a prior commitment, my wife and I will be
out of the City on May 15 and will, therefore, be
unable to join you at this auspicious event. Be
assured, that you will be in our thoughts.

Every good wish.

Sincerely,

William E. Rapfogel
Executive Director

CHICAGO MERCANTILE EXCHANGE
LEO MELAMED

CHAIRMAN, EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
AND SPECIAL COUNSEL TO THE BOARD

Mr. Izaak Rybal

Executive Director
Bialystoker Center, Home
and Infirmary for the. Aged

Dear Mr. Rybal:

I am deeply moved by the honor you have bes-
towed upon me in carrying the Business Month
review in the Bialystoker Stimme. It was a deed I did
not anticipate, and I am greatly pleased by it.

Unfortunately, I will not be able to attend the
dinner being held in honor of you and your wife, but
I have seen fit to add a modest contribution toward
your ongoing efforts on behalf of the Bialystoker
Center, Home and Infirmary for the Aged.

Keep up the good work.

Very truly yours,
Leo Melamed
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OUR INSTITUTION

MOOS CHITIM

The age old tradition of “Moos Chitim™ is
observed at the Bialystoker Center and Home for
the Aged with as much care as our other traditions.
The contributions that we receive from our generous
members and friends help us to provide all the neces-
sities for our elderly residents to joyfully celebrate
the Pesach Festival.

Simultaneously, we do not overlook the needy in
our community. Ready assistance is provided to all
those who are in need. Importantly, we send money
to our landsleit who still live in Bialystok and to
Israel.

PASSOVER

Our Home for the Aged takes great pride in the
tradition sedorim which are conducted each year by
a well known cantor. This year the sedorim will be
conducted on the nights of Wednesday, April 19,
and Thursday, April 20, 1989. In our elegantly deco-
rated dining room, the residents will gather around
the festive tables, laden with wine, matzos and the
traditional Pesach foods. Everyone will be given a
Haggadah to participate in the time-honored ritual,
reminiscent of the wonderful Sedorim they enjoyed
in their own homes, not so long ago.

For all this, we express our gratitude to our many
generous friends and supporters whose open-
hearted contributions to or Passover campaign help
to make it all possible.

MEMBERSHIP DUES

Our worthy world-famous institution is most
fortunate, having so many devoted and loyal sup-
porters who are always mindful of their annual obli-
gation to remit their membership dues on time. To
them we express our sincerest thanks and apprecia-
tion. Without this help, we would be unable to con-
tinue in our sacred work in full strength.

We respectfully ask all those who have not yet
paid their membership dues to please do so at their
earliest convenience. At the same time, we ask our
members to help enroll new members. We are con-
stantly in need of new recruits to keep our organiza-
tion vital and ever active, to always perform greater
service for our residents.

A WORTHY TRADITION

Our trustee and Ladies’ Auxiliary President,
Rose Finkelstein, is continuing the tradition of her
late uncle, David Rosenbloom, and her dear par-
ents, Yetta and Benjamin Finkelstein, of donating
two cases of Passover wine to our Home for the
holidays. We thank Rose for her generosity and
thoughtfulness.

EIGHTH ANNUAL RESIDENTS
RIGHTS CONFERENCE

® By Wayne Orlowitz, Social Worker

Bialystoker Home for the Aged was the host for
the Eighth Annual Residents’ Rights Conference,
sponsored by the Coalition of Institutionalized
Aged and Disabled Inc., which was held on
December 15, 1988. The all day conference was
attended by over 160 residents and staff from 50
nursing and adult homes from the greater New York
metropolitan area.

The conference keynote speakers were Bruce Vla-
deck, President United Hospital Fund, Judy Berek,
Deputy Commissioner New York State Department
of Social Services, Albany, N.Y., and Elma Holden,
Executive Director National Citizens’ Coalition for
Nursing Home Reform, Washington D.C.

A great day was had by all the participants at the
conference who felt at ease and in comfort while at
the Bialystoker Home. The conference was made
possible through the effort of the Administration,
staff and residents of the Bialystoker Home. A spe-
cial thank you must go to Mr. Izaak Rybal, Execu-
tive Director, Mrs. A. Chaukay, Director of Food
Service Department, and Mr. Cosimo Mastropierro,
Plant Engineer, and Mrs. Mifa Rogoff, Activities
Director for making this special event possible.

During this conference, the Bialystoker Home
was able to accommodate and run this event effi-
ciently. In the morning sessions, coffee and danish
were served, while the entire group of 160 residents
and staff from 50 nursing and adult homes, were
seated in the auditorium. They were able to hear and
participate in a question and answer session with the
keynote speakers. After the keynote speakers por-
tion of the conference was completed, a most plea-
sant lunch was served in the auditorium.

After lunch, four afternoon workshops were held
in the following places — in the auditorium, in the
mezzanine conference room, in the eighth floor
rehabilitation room, and in the eighth floor recrea-
tion room. It should be noted that the eighth floor
has been renovated and was well received by the
visitors and conference participants.

At the end of the afternoon workshops the confer-
ence participants reconvened in the auditorium to
give final reports. When the conference was over, the
participants were transported back to various nurs-
ing and adult homes in the greater New York area.
This effort was made easier through the assistance of
the 7th Police Precinct who had the entire block of
East Broadway blocked off in order to facilitate the
arrival and departure of all vehicles that brought the
conference participants.
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The last few years have seen a marked change in
the population of the Bialystoker Home. People are
kept in the community longer with assistance from
home makers and visiting nurses. By the time they
are admitted to the Home, they are usually older,
sicker and more disoriented than in previous years.
Residents admitted now, cannot do what residents
did just five years ago. We have very few people
today, who are able to walk several blocks, handle
stairs, or stand on their feet for any length of time.
Vision and hearing are more impaired, hands are
less steady, memory and attention span are shorter.
At the same time, some of the people admitted today
are more sophisticated. We get people who were
born in the United States, graduated from high
school and even went to college.

Since the activities program is tailored to the
needs, interests and capabilities of the residents, it
cannot remain static, it had to be adapted to the
changing population. We spend more time on the
floors working with patients on a one to one basis.
We do more bedside programs. Most of our patients
need reality orientations and sensory awareness.
Chair exercises and movement therapy are replacing
dancing. Passive movement is done with patients
who cannot follow neither verbal nor visual instruc-
tions. Craft projects are getting simpler every year.
When practically no one could remember lines, the
annual Purim play became a pageant. Instead of
showing a full length movie at one sitting, we have to
show it on two consecutive days. Instead of walking
to neighborhood parks for picnics, we have cook-
outs, ice-cream parties and luncheons in our own
garden. Most people vote by absentee ballot, but we
make sure they cast their vote. We still go places, but
now we have to hire buses that can accommodate
wheelchairs and patients in beds.

DAY ROOMS

Last year, beautiful, large day rooms were added
to the third and fourth floors. Day rooms lend them-
selves to more intimate, small group activities. Judy
Mayer brings her autoharp and motivates patients
to sing their favorite songs, along with her. We tape
programs we think residents would enjoy, and show

OUR HOME AND ITS
ACTIVITIES FOR THE
RESIDENTS

by Mifa Rogoff, Activities Director NG

A5

them on the VCR. This is usually followed by a
discussion. Since many of our patients cannot read
anymore, due to impaired vision, we read stories and
magazine and newspaper articles to them. The Bin-
tel Brief book is particularly popular. The same
programs, somewhat simplified, are held in the day
rooms on the 5th, 6th and 7th floors. Programs in
the day rooms and at bedside, reach more people
than programs off the floors due to transporting
problems. However, since we think that change of
environment is therapeutic, we have at least one off
the floor program, every day.

The auditorium is used for parties, movies, con-
certs and singalongs about twice a week. Rabbi
Hagler gives a Torah class in the synagogue every
Friday morning (that is besides twice a day prayer
sessions and services for special holidays). The activ-
ity room on the 8th floor is used for bingo, horserac-
ing, occasional deli luncheons for small groups,
“movement therapy,” ‘“‘music appreciation” ses-
sions, tea parties, residents’ council meetings and the
“Yiddish Circle” which meets every Thursday
morning, and was conceived for more alert resi-
dents. It is conducted by Pesach Fitsman, who is a
professor of Yiddishkeit. It covers everything per-
taining to Judaism.

STAFF APPRECIATION PARTY

After a couple of years of claiming that they were
too old and too sick to make presents for the staff,
the residents were finally motivated to try. Result:
On December 21st, in the beautifully redecorated
activity room, the entire staff at the Home, received
a hand woven basket. Residents enjoyed giving out
the presents, sharing the very special refreshments
with staff, and socializing for a few minutes with the
people who take care of them all year long.

Many residents tried to weave, we shall mention
those who did most of the work: Anna Kaiser, Helen
Kestenbaum, Laya Weinberg, Shirley Davis, Estelle
Steinhall and Julia Lasnick. Malia Pyatigorskaia
wound all the wool that was used. The ladies were so
pleased with the compliments their gifts received,
that they are now working on presents for the volun-
teer appreciation party on February 15th.
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A LETTER TO THE BIALYSTOKER
CENTER IN NEW YORK

® Shloyme Zabusky, Paris

Dear Friend Rybal,

Fate had wanted me to live out my given years in
Paris, France, in the land of human-rights and
democracy, which welcomed me with open arms in
1946. Following the huge holocaust, where I
remained alone of my entire family, I promptly con-
nected with the Bialystoker in Paris, and that’s when
I became acquainted with Dr. Yuchnovyetski and
his wife, whose home was the first for the few
remaining Bialystoker, who passed through Paris en
route to Israel, America, Canada, Australia, and
other countries.

My first surprise was that, forty kilometers from
Paris, in Rothchild’s House, there are 50 children,
who arrived from the Soviet Union, where they sur-
vived the war, on their way to Israel. When I told
them that I am a survivor of the Bialystoker Ghetto
and concentration camps such as Auschwitz, Birke-
nau and others, they wanted to know if I knew
anything of their parents, if perhaps any of them
were still alive, but unfortunately my answer was
negative.

From the faces of certain children, I could recog-
nize who their parents were, because a child often
resembles either his father or his mother. I saw a pale
little boy, who looked exactly like his father, who
had a pharmacy near the city’s clock. Another boy
looked so much like his mother, as two drops of
water. She had had a food store not far from the fish
market. And others, as though I were looking at
their parents. The young people were all going to
Israel, together with their guard and guide Jacob
Tobyash.

The children are now already mature adults, and
made their contribution to the Jewish Land, estab-
lishing their homes, and their children are proud of
Israel and the Jewish people.

Years passed. The Bialystoker Committee existed
only until 1977, because Dr. Yuchnovyetsky passed
into eternity, and the others, such as Wolf Babitch,
Dovid Podlashook and the others of the committee,
no longer took an interest because of ill health or
death. And the few Bialystoker, who live in Paris,
are busy with their professional work.

For several years now I have been on old age
pension, and I occupy myself with communal activi-
ties. We arrange, from year to year, Yizkor and
memorial ceremonies, where we remember with

THE SHABBAT-HAGADOL
BIRTHDAY OF HONORARY
PRESIDENT RUBIN BINDLER

The well beloved and eminent Honorary Presi-
dent of the Bialystoker Center and Home for the
Aged, Rubin Bindler, annually observes his birthday
on Shabbat-Hagadol preceding Pesach, in a most
unique manner, which portrays the man and his
ideal.

Since Pesach is the ‘Festival of Freedom,’ recal-
ling our ancestors’ redemption from Egyptian bon-
dage, Mr. Bindler has used his birthday to solicit his
family and friends, instead of personal gifts to him,
to make worthwhile contributions to the Bialystoker
Home. In that way at the Seder, our ‘Elderly’ may
festively enjoy the festival of freedom.

It is good to retell, that Rubin Bindler is of the
earliest of Pioneers and among the builders of the
Bialystoker Center and Home. His service is inces-
sant, and his devotion ever greater. He is both
respected and admired. His seasoned advice is
always sought.

In connection with this beautiful tradition Mr.
Bindler, almost dutifully, conducts a one man cam-
paign, on his birthday, Shabbat-Hagadol to which
his family and a host of friends contribute. We are
enormously grateful to him. We wish our much
respected Honorary President Rubin Bindler, long
life, good health and cheer. May he continue enjoy-
ing great Nachas, in full measure from his family and
the Bialystoker Center.

piety our martyrs. So I decided that my responsibil-
ity should be also to remember our home city Bialys-
tok. And a year ago, on the 44th anniversary of the
uprising in the Bialystoker Ghetto, I wrote an article
in the only Yiddish daily newspaper in Paris and
Europe, “Undzer Vort.”

This year, on the 45th anniversary of the destruc-
tion of the Jews of Bialystok, I again wrote a small
article, which tells of the final liquidation of the
Bialystoker Ghetto.

The telephone rang many times in the administra-
tive offices of the newspaper to thank them for the
space they allowed and, in gratitude, several Bialys-
toker subscribed to it. Also I received telephone calls
with appreciation.

I promise, that as long as I live, every year in the
month of August, I will mention with piety, as a
memorial to our beloved home city and our dearest,
whom we lost. May their memory be honored.
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BIALYSTOKER CENTER
CELEBRATES ISRAEL'’S 40th
INDEPENDENCE DAY WITH A GALA
CONCERT IN LINCOLN CENTER

The Bialystoker Center and Home for the Aged in
New York presented its annual theater-concert most
successfully on Sunday, October 9, 1988. This con-
cert, which is administered by Izaak Rybal, is
already the 14th annual benefit to help support the
Home for the Elderly located at 228 East Broadway.
This year it was devoted to the 40th Jubilee of the
State of Israel.

This time, too, as in the past, the beautiful Avery
Fisher Hall in Lincoln Center was filled with about
3000 people. Amongst them were, of course, Bialys-
toker “landsleit” from New York and surrounding
area, groups of representatives of kindred organiza-
tions and lovers of the Yiddish word and song.

In the program, which was presented and
arranged by the well-known theatrical personality,
Ida M. Einhorn, many popular entertainers took
part. The top “star” was the beloved Israeli and
international singer Geula Gil, who absolutely cap-
tivated the audience with her repertoire of Yiddish,
Hebrew and English songs.

A great surprise was the appearance of young
Soviet-Jewish violinist Vladislav Obietzky, who
only recently arrived in America. He performed a
potpourri of Yiddish and Russian melodies
brilliantly.

The other performers in the program were Nor-
man Atkins, Jane Simon, Judy MacCauley, the tal-
ented Broadway Singers, the pianist Marian Kobrin
and the popular comedian Mel Lawrence. They were
all accompanied by the large Sal Sicori orchestra.

During intermission, the large audience was
greeted by the President of the Bialystoker Center
and Home, Sam Solasz, and its Executive Director
Izaak Rybal. Solasz greeted everyone and wished
them a good and healthful year. He also indicated
that the Center recently celebrated the 40th year
since Izaak Rybal and his wife Molly became
actively involved in the Home for the Aged and
simultaneously declared that without them this
important institution would not have achieved the
fine reputation it has in America and throughout the
world.

Izaak Rybal expressed his appreciation in Yiddish
to all the organizations and individuals who partici-
pated in the concert so that they could celebrate the
40th Jubilee of the State of Israel together.

The audience of 3000 enthusiastically applauded
the speakers and performers for presenting a concert
on such a high level.

LOWELL STAHL BECOMES
NEW 7th PRECINCT CAPTAIN

Captain Lowel Stahl

Lowell Stahl was recently appointed as the Cap-
tain of the 7th Precinct. Captain Stahl replaces Cap-
tain William Batista who was promoted to Deputy
Inspector.

Captain Stahl is a graduate of John Jay College.
He graduated with honors and was class
valedictorian.

In December of 1981, he was promoted to Lieut-
enant and in 1985 he received the rank of Captain,
assigned to patrol Boro Manhattan South as a uni-
formed patrol supervisor.

His career is distinguished by the many awards he
has received. In 1981 he was designated “Cop of the
Year” by the 68th precinct, Community Council and
has also received 5 Meritorious Police Duty Medals.

The Bialystoker Center, Home and Infirmary for
the Aged is very pleased to welcome Captain Stahl.
The help the 7th Precinct has extended to our Home
is always greatly appreciated, and we hope to con-
tinue the mutual respect that exists between our
institution and the Police Department. We wish
Captain Stahl the best of luck and success in his new
command.
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MANHATTAN SOUTH TASK FORCE
COMMUNITY AFFAIRS AWARDED

-

Lower East Side Community Leaders

More than a dozen Lower East Side communal
leaders were on hand to present an award to the men
and women of the Community Affairs Division of
Manhattan South Task Force. The award was pres-
ented to Chief John Walsh by Douglas Balin, UJC
Executive Director.

Rabbi Sherman Siff, Rabbi Avraham Fishelis,
Rabbi Abraham Malinowitz, Rabbi Shmuel Dietel,
Izaak Rybal, Chaim Lazar, Rabbi Joseph Singer,
David Weinberger, Rabbi Ausfresser, Rabbi Elias
Heftler, Rabbi Yehuda Blank joined UJC Vice Pres-
ident Hy Medows (pictured above) in praising the
community affairs officers for their commitment
and dedication. Rabbi Siff stressed the strong rela-
tionship between the officers and the community.

“The relationship between the man and the com-
munity creates a strong bond enabling the commun-
ity and the police to work together to solve

community problems,” he stated. “The officers of
the community affairs division establish the day to
day dialogue which is so important.”

“They are in the front lines of communication,”
added Hy Medows and this award is a token of our
appreciation for their efforts.

Chief Walsh of Manhattan South Task Force
accepted the award. “I am accepting this award on
behalf of the Community Affairs Division, it is their
devotion and dedication to the people they serve
which is being honored today.”

Chief Walsh thanked the UJC and all those
representing the area for their thoughtful expression
of appreciation.

The Bialystoker Center, Home and Infirmary for
the Aged is proud to be a part of the Lower East Side
Community, and to take an active part in its affairs.
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SEIA ELECTS SANDRA
JONES PRESIDENT

Our countryman, Itche Zak, of Cleveland, Ohio, a
member of the Bialystoker Center, sent us a news release
announcing that his daughter Sandra Zal-Jones (Sheyn-
dele) has been elected National President of the “Security
Equipment Industry Association” (SEIA). We provide
the following text of the Release:

(Santa Monica, CA) The Board of Directors of the
Security Equipment Industry Association (SEIA)
recently elected Sandra Jones of Cleveland, Ohio,
president of the seventeen-year-old professional
trade association.

Ms. Jones is president of Security Products Com-
pany which she founded with her husband, Charles,

Sandra Jones

in 1975. It is the largest independent security equip-
ment distributor in Ohio.

She was elected to SEIA’s Board of Directors in
1984 and voted Vice President in 1986 before being
tapped for the top post at the June, 1988 meeting in
Chicago. As a director, she was active in various
committees, spearheading efforts for bar coding,
uniform repair and warranty practices and was
chairperson for the association’s College of New
Products, a multi-media presentation.

Ms. Jones serves as a SEIA delegate to the
National Association of Wholesale Distributors and
the Operations Committee of the National Training

BAR MITZVAH OF
JOSHUA ADLER

Joshua Adler became a Bar Mitzvah on June 4,
1988. Joshua is the great grandson of the famous
Moshe Aron Glick from Bialystok, known for his
great philanthropic help on behalf of many institu-
tions and poor people.

Joshua is the son of Deborah and Paul Adler,and
the grandson of our dear members Ida and Sol
Tavor. Mr. & Mrs. Tavor have always been good
supporters of our institution. On behalf of the offic-
ers of the Bialystoker Center and Home, we wish the
family much nachas, and to Joshua, a hearty Mazal
Tov.

Joshua Adler

School of the National Burglar and Fire Alarm
Association (NBFAA) of which she is an associate
member. In addition, she has represented SEIA at
the National Crime Prevention Institute and is a
member of the Central Station Electrical Protection
Association and local chapters of the NBFAA.

She has been instrumental in developing continu-
ing education programs in the industry and her com-
pany sponsored the first continuing education unit
(CEU) course in the Cleveland area.

Ms. Jones is listed in Who's Who in the Midwest,
Who’s Who of American Women and Who's Who in
Emerging Leaders in America.



16 BIALYSTOKER STIMME

April, 1989

ALEC ROGOFF — PRESIDENT
OF ASSOCOM

Profile of a Second Generation
Bialystoker In Durban, South Africa

Durban Jewry has contributed so many of the
national leaders of organized Commerce, Industry
and the professional that the emergence of yet
another, in the person of Alec Rogoff, should occa-
sion no surprise. However, one doubts if previously
there has been a President of Assocom who has been
so deeply involved in Jewish communal affairs; or
for that matter, one who is almost as facile in Yid-
dish as he is lucid in English!

Alec Rogoff is a modest and quiet man, and a man
who is valued for the quality of sober judgement
which he brings to bear. His almost inexorable pro-
gress to the highest executive position in every
organization he has joined, whether it be on the
Jewish communal scene or public life, speaks
volumes for the importance people attach to that
type of contribution. Working with him on a com-
mittee, one finds that Alec is rarely the first to speak
on the subject, not very often the innovator, but
almost always the one who considers all the options
involved. Definitely an invaluable man to have
around.

The Jewish community of Durban has had Alec
around, in fact, from his teens, continuously in spite
of an early childhood illness which left him with a
physical handicap which might have emotionally
crippled a lesser man. One might envy the intensity
of the Jewish cultural background in which he was
raised by his parents, Faivel and Rica Rogoff, who
brought from Bialystock a deep knowledge and
active promotion of the Yiddish heritage which they
imparted to their children. Alec was more than pre-
pared to live out the Habonim credo of communal
service when he joined that movement and in due
course became its Bar-Koach in Durban. With
almost his sole diversion being Tennis, he has spent
most of his life to that end.

It is by now a cliche in the annals of Durban
Jewry, that if one wants a job to be really well done,
one must opt for a man who is obviously too busy to
undertake a single thing more than he is already
doing. Alec is a prime example of the breed. How he
has managed his achievements with distinction in
the communal field, and at the same time sew up so
notable a record in public life, passes one’s under-
standing. The statistics cover a wide field.

Alec Rogoff was born in Durban in 1931, edu-
cated at Durban High School and Natal University,
after qualifying as a Chartered Accountant went to

Alec Rogoff

work for the now defunct firm of Wolpert and Abra-
hams. In 1956 he was recruited from Accountancy to
be the office manager of a furniture shop owned by
the Beare group, and advanced steadily from the
ranks to his present position of Chairman of Beares
Limited and Managing Director of its holding com-
pany, and so controlling 230 stores in the field of
furniture, clothing and mass merchandising.

It was as Beare’s nominee that Mr. Rogoff entered
the Durban Chamber of Commerce in 1966 and
began his steady progress to the top, by 1978 being
its President. From there he was nominated to the
national body; one need hardly add that in due
course he became that august body’s chief executive.
President of Assocom in 1987.

During the years along the way, Alec Rogoff has
found the time to be chairman of the Natal Zionist
Association; to be for nearly five years chairman of
the Zionist Council of Natal, and at present is the
senior vice-president of the Council of Natal Jewry.
He is also a member of the Board of Governors of
Carmel College and of the Council of the University
of Natal, his alma mater. He is a Trustee of the South
African Foundation and a Director of the Allied
Building Society Local Board. Phew!

Being President of Assocom in present times is to
be in a very hot seat indeed. Off-hand one thinks of
such problems as the controversy regarding indus-
trial participation, the new proposed Bill of control
business and the argument as to what constitutes
“free enterprise” and the limitations thereon. Alec
tells me he has had 43 flights in South Africa in a
period of five months. Let it be recorded that he
looks remarkably resilient in logging up this frenetic
activity. Being President of the Council of Natal
Jewry when he completes his present stint will be like
a rest cure!

Alec is married, with two children, and his wife
Joyce is widely known in the Jewish community for
her devotion to the Durban Women’s Zionist
League and its fund-raising activities.
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BAR MITZVAH OF PHILLIP SAMUEL BERNSTEIN

Phillip Samuel Bernstein, son of Dr. Mark and
Betty Bernstein, and grandson of Michael and
Hanna Kremer, became Bar Mitzvah on September
10, 1988 at Temple Isaiah in Stony Brook, New
York. A beautiful reception following services took

Phillip S. Bernstein

place at the Port Jefferson Country Club in Harbor
Hills, New York. A wonderful time was had by all
the invited relatives and friends of the family. Eve-
ryone extended hearty mazal tov greetings to Phillip,
as well as to his parents and grandparents.
Representing the Bialystoker Center and Home
were the President and his wife Sam and Rose Solasz
and Executive Director and his wife [zaak and Molly

Rybal.

The proud grandparents Mike and Hanna Kre-
mer are well known for their benevolence and dedi-
cation to all Jewish endeavors, both here and in
Israel. We are proud of their devotion to the Bialys-

Betty, Sara, Phillip, and
Dr. Mark Bernstein

toker Center and Home, and above all for Mr. Kre-
mer’s distinctive service as Vice President of our
institution.

The officers and members of the Bialystoker Cen-
ter and Home and Grodnor Friends wish to express
their heartfelt Mazal Tov and sincerest best wishes
to Phillip. To his parents and grandparents, we wish
much nachas.
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KREMER-GROSSMAN WEDDING

It is with great pleasure that we record, in this
issue of the Bialystoker Stimme, the marriage of
Alys Kremer to Arthur Grossman. The wedding
took place on November 20, 1988 at Temple Beth El
in Cedarhurst, New York.

Alys and Arthur Grossman

Alys is the daughter of our devoted Vice President
and his wife, Michael and Hannah Kremer. Arthur,
the bridegroom is the son of the late Chaim Gross-
man, and Mrs. Pearl Grossman of Chicago, Illinois,
and the nephew of Jack and Manya Wolikow, our
Grodnor friends.

The chupah and reception will be remembered for
a long time by all who participated at this outstand-

Alys, Arthur and Family

ing affair. Many Bialystoker and Grodnor landsleit
mingled among the relatives and friends.

The Bialystoker Center and Home expresses a
hearty Mazal Tov and its congratulations to Alys
and Arthur Grossman, and to the parents of the
couple, much nachas.
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THIRTY FIFTH ANNIVERSARY OF THE AMERICAN
ISRAEL CHAMBER OF COMMERCE AND INDUSTRY

The American Jewish press publicizes widely the
activities of U.J.A. and other philanthropic institu-
tions and individuals who contribute substantial
funds to help Israel to resolve the housing, health
and educations problems of the country. Regret-
fully, very little is being publicized about the Ameri-
can institutions which substantially contribute in
developing the cooperation of American and Israeli
business.

The most prominent is American Israel Chamber
of Commerce and Industry. Recently the American
Israel Chamber of Commerce and Industry cele-
brated their 35th anniversary, with a dinner-dance at
the Sheraton Center on December 7th. It honored
Stanley C. Pace, Chairman of General Dynamics.
The principal address was delivered by Dr. Samuel
Pisar, International Lawyer. Born in Bialystok,
Poland, Auschwitz survivor, Dr. Pisar holds docto-
rates from Harvard and the Sorbonne. Dr. Pisar
specializes in intergovernmental business transac-
tions between the U.S. and Europe.

The driving force of the American Israel Chamber
of Commerce and Industry is its chairman, Mr. Max
Ratner of Cleveland Ohio. Mr. Ratner is Chairman
of the Board of Forest City Enterprises, Inc., a
major construction and real estate company in the
U.S.A. In Israel, Mr. Ratner established a chemical
factory named ‘‘Futron,” which employs several
hundred workers.

The function of American Israel Chamber of
Commerce and Industry is to encourage American
industrialists and export-import companies to
establish trade and industry enterprises with Israel.
American Israel Chamber of Commerce is assisting
Israel in becoming an economically independent
country by encouraging entrepreneurs to invest in
the Israeli economy. Thanks to Mr. Ratner’s tireless
efforts a number of major American companies
established successful businesses in Israel. Fine
examples are: General Dynamics, General Electric,
IBM, Westinghouse.

It was not easy at the beginning, 35 years ago.
Major Israeli industry and commerce were under the
control of the Israeli government and the Histadrut.
In the last 10 years, the situation changed. The
Israeli government, and to some extent the Histad-
rut embarked on a privatization program. For
instance, the Paz Oil Company was sold to an Aus-
tralian businessman, Mr. Lieberman, who paid 95

® By Jed. L. Hamburg

Max Ratner and Samuel Pisar

million dollars for it. Another credit to the Ameri-
can Israel Chamber of Commerce, is the joint ven-
ture of General Dynamics and Israeli high
technology electronics firm Tadiran to win a major
U.S. army contract for next generation Single Chan-
nel Ground and Airborne Radio Systems (Sincgars).
The total contract could be worth six billion dollars.
General Dynamics has developed a very strong rela-
tionship with Israel, since 1970.

Mr. Max Ratner also finds time to devote to his
Bialystoker landsleit activities. he is in weekly com-
munication with Mr. Izaak Rybal, the energetic
Executive Director of the Bialystoker Center in New
York. Thanks to Mr. Ratner, the historic Bialys-
toker Memorial Book was published in 1981. Mr.
Max Ratner is also very active in the strengthening
and expanding the Yiddish Language Faculty of
Bar-Ilan University in Ramat Gan, Israel. Conse-
quently, a great number of scholarships and stipends
are being awarded to students.

Branches of American Israel Chamber of Com-
merce and Industry exist in — Los Angeles, Boston,
Chicago, Detroit, Minneapolis, Philadelphia,
Toronto and Hawaii.

Become Members of the Bialystoker Center
and Home for The Aged
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OMMISSION IN TESTIMONIAL DINNER ARTICLE

In the September 1988 issue of the Bialystoker
Stimme, in the article about Izaak and Molly
Rybal’s Testimonial Dinner, we failed to mention
the names of four very important people. The dinner
was a great success, and this was in part due to the
help of these four people — Joseph and Sylvia
Dines, and Lova and Dina Trachtenberg.

Mr. Dines, our Vice President, and his wife Sylvia,
have always been active supporters of our institution
for many years. Whenever something needs to be
done, they are always ready to help both financially
and otherwise. We are fortunate that they are a part
of our organization.

Lova and Dina Trachtenberg, our Grodner
friends, are relatively new members of the Board of

Zina, Kimberly, S. Rogoff

everyone wanted to partake in this traditional mitz-
vah. Mrs. Molly Rybal, with her usual expertise,
recorded the contributions of the participants. Mr.
Simon Rogove, member of the Board of Governors,
chanted the blessings over the candles and led the
singing of ““Mo-oz Zur.”

A delicious meal, which included latkes and all the
Chanukah trimmings, followed. The dinner was
served under the able direction of Mrs. Chuakay and
her staff.

The guests were entertained by the Mike Aviv
orchestra. They played music and sang songs
appropriate for the Chanukah holiday. A good time
was had by everyone.

Governors, but they have already proven themselves
to be devoted to our cause. Not only have they given
us their financial assistance, but they have also
enlisted the support of others.

We apologize for this omission and wish to state
that our appreciation for these four people is never
lacking. We are proud to have them as our friends
and supporters, and hope that our association with
them continues for many more years.

Sylvia and Joe Dines

Dina and Leon Trachtenberg
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Mira Soer

another destruction of our Jewish People. He also
summoned the Jews to be united in their aid to the
Jewish State, especially now, when even our Amer-
ica has already begun to speak to the staunchest
enemy, the PLO terrorists.

Mr. Sam Chuden, President of the Club of Bialys-
toker, Grodner and vicinity /andsleit in Miami,
spoke about the enemies, who even now want to
deny that there ever was a Holocaust. He proved
that we must always stand guard, to assure that this
will never be repeated.

Izaak Rybal, Executive Director of the Bialys-
toker Center and Home in New York, made a very
successful appeal on behalf of the State of Israel. He
also introduced Professor Gershon Winer of Bar
Ilan University, who spoke about the two Bialys-
toker personalities: Dr. Chazanovitch and Dr.
Zamenhoff. His talk made a very strong impression
on those who had gathered.

After the ceremony of lighting six candles, the
noted Cantor Sol Zim intoned the El Mole Rakh-
mim and recited the Kadish together with the
audience. The distinguished cantor, who came from
New York especially to the Memorial, also sang
several ghetto songs most effectively.

The meeting ended with the singing of the *““Parti-
san Hymn” — “Never say that you taking the final
road i

Mr. Toporek, from Chicago, as in past years,
made a video film of the successful Memorial gather-
ing. The Committee thanked him for coming every

year, and recording for posterity the importance of

this event. When the video film will become availa-
ble to us, it will be shown to the residents of the
Home. The residents will be pleased to see it, for they
are acquainted with many of the people involved in
the Memorial gathering.

CHANUKAH AT OUR CENTER

The annual Chanukah party of the Bialystoker
Center and Home, was held on Sunday December
11, 1988. The party was well attended, and warm
feelings were shared by all.

Mr. Sol Krim was chairman of the event, and as
usual did on outstanding job. He greeted the guests
warmly, and expressed his personal feelings about
Chanukah. He remarked that the Jewish way of life
will continue through the observance of customs
and traditions such as Chanukah.

Mr. Sam Solasz, our esteemed President, was
called upon to deliver his Chanukah message. He
presented a beautiful new Menorah to the Home,
which was donated by Mike Kelly, a business asso-
ciate of his who was present at the party. Mr. Solasz

Rose Solasz, Pres. Sam Solasz introducing
Mike Kelly to light candle on Menorah that
he donated

wished everyone a Happy Chanukah and hoped that
the festivities would be enjoyed by all.

Rabbi Irving Hagler was called upon to speak
about the meaning of Chanukah. He said that when
people put an effort to the task at hand, G-d sup-
ports them through miracles. The Jewish people,
though outnumbered, did battle with the mighty
Greek army. Because they were willing to help them-
selves, G-d created the miracle and the few were
victorious over the many. In the same vein, Rabbi
Hagler pointed out that if everyone continued to
support the Home, it would remain the successful
institution that it is.

Our very able Executive Director, Mr. Izaak
Rybal, was then introduced. As is customary every
Chanukah, Mr. Rybal began the sale of candles to
light the menorahs. The response was great since
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IMPRESSIVE ANNUAL MEMORIAL IN MIAMI BEACH

A large gathering of townspeople from Bialystok,
Grodno and vicinity, residing in Florida, as well as
those who spend their winter vacations in Florida,
gathered together on Sunday, February 12, 1989, to
honor the memory of the martyrs who were killed by
the Nazi murderers. The 46th Annual Memorial
took place in the beautiful Bnei-Zion Temple in
North Miami Beach and was arranged by the local
club of Bialystoker and neighboring townspeople.

The memorial was opened by Joseph Dobryman,
who was the Chairman of the Memorial Gathering.
He cordially greeted the more than 250 people, who
came to honor the memories of the martyrs and to
invite the guests in the presidium.

Mike Kremer

Mr. Dobryman reminded the audience that only
recently, on November 9, 1988, we marked the 50th
anniversary since the Nazis perpetrated the organ-
ized pogrom in Germany and Austria now known as
“Crystal Night.”” He also reminded that, although
the civilized world condemned the Nazi atrocities,
there was not even one country in the world to open
its doors to the Jews who were condemned to die.
We must, therefore, constantly be on the alert to
ensure that the poisonous snake of anti-semitism
shall never ever raise its head again.

After rising to honor the fallen heroes, the speaker
recalled the name of Aaron Feinman, who is no

L. to R. S. Krim, M. Guttman, G. Winer,
J. Dobryman, H. Toporek, 1. Rybal,
M. Kremer

longer with us, and wished the family to know of no
more SOTTOWS.

Sam Solasz, President of the Bialystoker Center
and Home in New York, greeted the gathering. Fol-
lowing, he spoke about *““50 Years since Crystal
Night,” which was the beginning of the Holocaust
leading to the loss of our 6 million martyrs, amongst
whom there were more than a million innocent Jew-
ish children. In closing, Solasz promised that we
would never forget what the Nazi murderers did to
our people and that we shall never forgive them.

Mrs. Mirke Soer, from Canada, read a suitable
poem, which impressed everyone present.

Michael Kremer, Vice President of the Bialys-
toker Center and representative of those from
Grodno, spoke of the importance of helping and
strengthening the State of Israel, which is the only
guarrantee for us Jews that there will never be

The above attending the
Yizkor Memorial in Miami
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Elie Wiesel

world’s two superpowers. But improved economic
relations were inseparable from respect for human
rights.

In 1971, with the Vietnam War still raging and just
four years after Israel’s astounding victory in the Six
Day War, he found the opportunity to speak out.

Visiting the city of Kiev in the Soviet Union as a
member of an official United States delegation, he
wound up an emotional but carefully controlled
spontaneous speech before the stone-faced Russian
delegation by calling for a visit to the nearby site of
the infamous Babi Yar massacre, a ‘“‘non-place”
deliberately unrecorded in official Soviet history.

To his great surprise, the Soviets joined the Amer-
icans in paying respect to the victims at the site.

Firmly believing that the State of Israel was “the
most radiant of posthumous victories” for the Six
Million, Pisar relates how, one evening in June 1967,
“I saw an unbelievable, an unimaginable, sight on
my television screen: Israel soldiers, white Prayer
shawls covering the machine guns on their backs,
steel helmets serving them as yarmulkas, praying at
the foot of the Wailing Wall in Jerusalem. Suddenly,
I burst into uncontrollable sobs . . . the memory of
what I had lived through, of what an entire nation
had lived through for millenia, had broken the emo-
tional dam in front of this eternal symbol of sorrow
and hope.

“Yes, on that day, the trains headed for Treb-
linka, Maidanek, and Auschwitz had finally reached
their destination,” he added.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

ETHEL AND ARTHUR TARLOWE

2286 University Ave. Sacramento, Ca. 95825

Mr. and Mrs. Izaak Rybal
Bialystoker Center, Home and
Infirmary for the Aged

228 East Broadway

New York, N.Y. 10002

Dear Izaak and Molly,

My wife Ethel and I regret that we will be unable
to attend the Testimonial Dinner in your honor. We
would have been happy to attend and join with your
many friends, associates and ‘Bialystoker’” in
honoring you on this occasion. Having had the priv-
ilege of working with you at the time when I was
Controller and member of the Board of Directors, I
was in a position to observe the dedication you and
Molly displayed in making the Bialystoker Center,
Home and Infirmary for the Aged what it is today.
Unfortunately, I had to curtail my activities because
of ill health.

I remember, with gratitude, the excellent care and
attention given to my late father, Elly Tarlofsky and
mother Fannie Tarlofsky when they were at the
Bialystoker Home for a while. It really was a home
with a heart. The aura of contentment which existed
amongst the residents of the Home was heartwarm-
ing. Needless to say, I miss the contact I had with
you, the officers, directors and administrator of the
Home. It was a most rewarding time of my life.

May you and Molly continue to function with love
and devotion, and dedication to the Bialystoker
Home for many years to come. Our congratulations
and best regards,

Sincerely,

M. Arthur Tarlowe

ATTENTION! ATTENTION!

The Bialystoker Center is organizing a string
orchestra. Volunteer musicians are needed — vio-
lins, mandolins, guitars. The auditorium will be used
for rehearsals, and performances will be given for
the residents of the Home.

Please call Mr.Rybal (212) 475-7755 or Mr. Sol
Krim (718) 449-5088.
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SAMUEL PISAR HONORED BY SURVIVORS
RECEIVED ELIE WIESEL HOLOCAUST REMEMBRANCE AWARD

As confidante, personal legal adviser and trusted
representative  of some of the world’s most
renowned figures in industry and finance, as well as
counsellor to governments and multi-national insti-
tutions, Samuel Pisar enjoys unique prominence and
status. That this is the achievement of a your survi-
vor of Auschwitz, Dachau, and other concentration
camps, is astonishing.

At the age of 16, the young native of Bialystok was
liberated by a United States Army tank column.

““At liberation, I was literally born naked a second

time,”” he writes in his autobiography Of Blood and
Hope, and international best-seller which has been
translated into 19 languages.

Having lost his entire family, he could have
become lost in the swirl of the black market under-
world in Landsberg, in which he became involved.
Instead, he chose life.

By way of high school and a law degree in Austra-
lia, a scholarship which enabled him to gain his
doctorate in international law from Harvard,
another doctorate at the Sorbonne in Paris, advisory
roles in the administration of former President John
F. Kennedy, and in various agencies of the United
Nations, Pisar transformed his life.

By a special act of both houses of Congress, signed
into law by President Kennedy, Pisar, a one-time
slave laborer was made a citizen of the United States.

Today, Pisar heads his own prestigious interna-
tional law firm, based in Paris, with offices in New
York and Washington, DC. The roster of clients
reads like a veritable Who’s Who: industrialist
Armand Hammer, British publishing titan Robert
Maxwell (also a Holocaust survivor), Leonard Bern-
stein, Sir James Goldsmith, and the International
Olympic Committee, among others.

On December 4th, many of Sam Pisar’s friends
gathered at the New York Hilton at an international
dinner of tribute, under the auspices of State of
Israel Bonds. They joined hundreds of survivors at
this event. The Bond Organization’s annual tribute
to an outstanding survivor has been the pre-eminent
event for celebrating the triumph of Jewish will to
live which brought forth the State of Israel to gua-
rantee that never again will there be such a tragedy
of historic Jewish helplessness.

Each year, Israel Bonds presents its prestigious

Reprinted from Together, organization of the American
Gathering/Federation of Jewish Holocaust Survivors,
December, 1988.

Dr. Samuel Piar

Elie Wiesel Holocaust Remembrance Award,
named for its first recipient, to a single outstanding
survivor. In addition to Wiesel, the recipients have
been Ben Meed and Sigmund Strochlitz.

Samual Pisar, who serves on the International
Board of Yad Vashem, and the boards of the Dias-
pora Museum and the Technion, strongly feels what
he has called ““the sacred bond of brotherhood and
honor — common to all survivors of the camps and
gulags — to resist torture and executioners wherever
they may be.”

It was this that impelled him to enter the field of
international law, to work for the reduction of inter-
national tensions and help cement peaceful relations
among states.

“Who could better devote himself to the defense
of the weak than someone who had seen the helpless
condemned with no more judicial ceremony than the
whim of a kapo or the order of an SS?” he writes.

Pisar’s first book on international relations, Com-
merce and Coexistence, achieved major acclaim. He
foresaw that the unfolding of world economic patt-
erns would inevitably bring about what would
decades later be callgd ‘“‘detente” between the
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OUR TRIP TO BIALYSTOK

e By JOSEPH R. FURMAN, M.D.

Dear Mr. Rybal,

My father and I went to Bialystok last month for a
visit. My father, Mr. Wolf Furman, was born in
Bialystok, and he lived there until he was seventeen
years old. His family lived on Ogrodowa Street, and
the house where he lived is still standing. My grand-
father, Mr. Abraham Furman, worked in a factory
on Fabryczna Street. The family left Bialystok in the
period from 1928 to 1933, and they settled in Mexico
City. I was born in Mexico City in 1956. My parents,
my brother and I came to the United States in 1960.

As you might guess, our visit to Bialystok was

Monument to the Victims of the 1906 pogrom

very sad. I am enclosing for you some pictures I took
of the Jewish cemetery. Although the area around
the monument to the victims of the 1906 pogrom is
clean, the remainder of the cemetery is so overgrown
with bushes, trees, and tall grass, that it is impossible
to get to the gravestones. One can see some of the
gravestones peering through the bushes, but,
because the overall plant growth is so thick, we were
unable to locate the gravestones of any relatives.

I think it would be a great Mitzvah and a worth-

Jewish Cemetery in Bialystok

while project for members of the Bialystoker Center
to provide for the upkeep of the cemetery. The local
townspeople would not turn down the money, and I
am certain that the money would be used for its
intended purpose. In addition, the Center should
hire local residents of Bialystok to keep the cemetery
clean. It would seem to me, with the Polish economy
currently so poor, that it would be very easy to
obtain a caretaker for the cemetery. There is nothing
else left of the once vibrant Jewish community of
Bialystok. We owe it to those who came before us to
keep their resting place clean.

THE BIALYSTOKER MEMORIAL BOOK
At a Reduced Price!

In order to enable
many move of our landsleit and friends
to acquire the new monumental
Bialystoker Yizkor — Book

published by our Bialystoker Center in New York we decided
to sell the remaining small quantity of copies at a reduced
price. You may now obtain this great work containing more
than 700 pages in Yiddish and English $25.00, and we will
forward it to you.

Procure this great Bialystoker Yizkor — Book, for your-
self, your children and friends while some copies are still
available.

Please, mail your request for the book, and mail it to the
Bialystoker Center with enclosed check or money order for
$25.00 at the address below:

Please, mail chech and full address to:

BIALYSTOKER CENTER
228 East Broadway, N.Y.C.
Tel. (212) 475-7755
Att: Mr. Izaak Rybal
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L. ToR. S. Solasz, M. Ratner
I. Rybal, M.Kremer

camps. Pisar is also a member of the Board of Direc-
tors of ““Yad-Vashem” and the Museum of the Dias-
pora in Tel-Aviv.

In 1970 he published a book, “Trade and Coexist-
ence.” In it, Pisar developes the idea of peaceful
coexistence among countries by reciprocal trade. In
this way peace in the world can be strengthened,
especially between the great powers. This book
created great interest in international diplomatic
circles.

In 1980, he published his autobiography “Of
Blood and Hope.” The book instantly became an
international best seller. In a short time, it was trans-
lated into 18 languages. But not into Yiddish.
Samuel Pisar felt, however, that because of his par-
ents, who came from Bialystok, and his “Yidishist™
Uncle and Aunt in Australia, the book must be
published in Yiddish. Therefore, as he explains in
the foreword to his Yiddish book, he published it at
his own expense.

In accepting the award, presented by Eli Wiesel,
Samual Pisar stated: “I accept it in the name of the
million murdered Jewish children, among them 100
children of my school in Bialystok, of which I am the
sole survivor. I accept it also in the name of all
survivors, including those who are here in this room,
and who celebrate the triumph of life and
freedom . L

Pisar said, that he speaks now as well for the
young boy, who was sentenced by the Nazis to perish
in Auschwitz, in Eichmann’s hell, which surpassed
even Dante’s vision of the fires of Hell — and
survived.

“Because of the uniqueness of our experiences, —
he told the assembly — we must give special mean-
ing to our existence, we must have a special goal in

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

Friend Izaak Rybal
Editor “Bialystoker Stimme”

The Rosh Hashana issue of the ‘“Bialystoker
Stimme” is truly a gem of Jewish community life.
What a uniquely successful synthesis of external
form and internal content. It is actually the publica-
tion of the Bialystoker “landsmanshaft,” but it pres-
ents colorful Jewish activities on a global scale —
from Israel to America, Argentina and the other
countries of the greater Bialystoker periphery.

At this opportunity, we send you, in the name of
the Yiddish Chair, our sincere acknowledgement
and greeting for establishing the Izaak Rybal Scho-
larship Fund for students of Yiddish at Bar Ilan.

Our program is perhaps the youngest compared
to other universities where Yiddish is taught today,
but it is also the largest by virtue of the number of
students, and it is the only one devoted to a living
creative Yiddish culture.

It will no doubt interest you to know that the first
stipend of your Fund, which was made possible by
Friend Max Ratner, President Sam Solasz and Vice
President Mike Kremer, will be awarded to a young
scholar from Melbourne, Australia, who is a des-
cendant of Bialystok. Her name is Jennie Weisen-
berg, and she will begin her studies with us this year.
In addition, her doctoral thesis was devoted to the
topic: “The Emigration of Bialystoker Jews to Mel-
bourne during the years of 1920-1960.”

Pursue your wonderful good deeds and may the
Lord bless you with many creative, fine years.

Prof. Gershon Winer

our lives: we must cherish the ties of our past — with
the present, of the Diaspora — with Israel” — he
concluded.

While Pisar spoke, the more than one thousand
guests assembled felt, that there stands before them,
not the educated attorney, who studied in the most
important universities of the world, not the interna-
tionally known lawyer — but more than anything,
the boy, whose personality was shaped by his Bialys-
toker home and — Auschwitz. The home and the
camp have both left indelible impressions upon him
and have made him what he is today: One of all of
them.

(Translation by Pearl Krupit of an article which appeared in
the Forward, Friday, December 16, 1988)
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energy and financial capabilities to guarantee that
the holocaust tragedy will not be forgotten; over
thirty contributions of a million dollars each were
received for the holocaust memorial in Washington.
Many survivors are also active in organizations
which ensure the existence of Israel, where a large
percent of those who survived, have found a safe

haven.
£ sk sk

A good example of the accomplishments of the
survivors and of the positions they now fill in life,
was the annual international gathering of Holocaust
survivors, which took place on December 4th at the
Hilton Hotel in New York. It also illustrated their
concern for the future of the Jews. 26 million dollars
was raised for the Israel Bond Campaign.

L. To R. M. Kremer, S. Pisar,
M. Ratrer, 1. Rybal

Amongst the 1200 participants at the banquet
were residents of a number of cities in the United
States, Canada, South America and Europe. The
high point of the evening was: to honor Samuel
Pisar.

Who is Samuel Pisar? He is a survivor of the
Holocaust and an internationally-known attorney;
an advisor to governments, large financial institu-
tions and corporations. The award presented to him,
took the form of a bronze statue, created by the
famous sculptor, Chaim Gross. The award was
given to Pisar by another survivor of Auschwitz, the
Nobel Prize winner, Eli Wiesel. The Chairman of the
Gathering was Benjamin Meed, a survivor of the
Warsaw Ghetto. Meed is the President of the Holo-
caust Survivors in America and of “Wagro” (War-
saw Ghetto Resistance Organization). Meed and
Wiesel, for whom the award is named, have already
been its recipients at previous gatherings.

Rose Solasz, Molly Rybal
and Dina Trachtenberg

We read about the latter two names quite often in
our press. Pisar, however, is less known to the Jew-
ish public, although his is far from an unknown
name in international circles of jurisprudence and
finance. It is, therefore, important that we relate
several facts about him here.

He has born in Bialystok in 1929. He arrived in
Auschwitz when he was barely 13 years old. He was
among the very few of his peers to have survived the
experience of having been in several camps. Dachau
was the last of them and he escaped from there. An
American tank column gave him back his freedom.
He was then 16 years of age. His entire family in
Poland perished at the hands of the Nazis. He was
saved again, for the second time — this time from
the wanton life in a German Camp, when an aunt
and uncle located him. They took him back to their
home in Australia. There he completed high school.
A scholarship helped him through his studies and to
receive a doctorate in international law at Harvard
University in America. He received a second docto-
rate at the Sorbonne in Paris and later a diploma
from London University. Following this, during
President Kennedy’s administration, he was a legal
advisor to the American Government. He also filled
similar positions in numerous agencies of the United
Nations.

A special law that was accepted by both Houses of
the American Congress made him an American citi-
zen. Today he heads an international law firm with
offices in Paris and in New York. He also represents
the interests of important financial firms and per-
sonalities such as the American billionaire, Armand
Hammer, the owner of a large number of newspap-
ers and radio stations in various countries, Robert
Maxwell, who is, as is Pisar, a survivor of German
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THE HOLOCAUST SURVIVORS TODAY

TWO IMPORTANT HOLOCAUST MUSEUMS
NOW BEING ERECTED IN AMERICA. — THE
NOTEWORTHY POSITIONS IN LIFE WHICH
THE SURVIVORS HAVE ATTAINED. —
SAMUEL PISAR, WHO WAS HONORED AT A
LARGE GATHERING OF SURVIVORS.

Last October, the official act of placing the cor-
nerstone of the Holocaust Museum-Monument
took place in Washington, on one of the most
important locations in the American capitol.

The monument in Washington is being erected as
a result of the unanimous decision of the U.S. Con-
gress several years ago. The decision, which was
approved by the American law givers of both
“houses” states: “It is the duty of the American
Government and of the American People not to
permit the darkest chapter in the history of human-
ity — the Holocaust — to be forgotten.”

The museum will cost approximately 147 million
dollars.

At the solemn dedication of the cornerstone for
the museum, President Reagan told the more than
1000 special invited guests, consisting of members of
the American Congress; judges of the superior
courts; government officials and presidents of var-
ious organizations: ““. .. We had to do it (to estab-
lish the museum). The future of humanity depends
onit . .. The museum will help us to understand the
Holocaust. This will make it impossible to
forget it

The past President, Jimmy Carter, in a letter that
was read at the ceremony, wrote: ‘I am pleased that
the museum-monument will shortly take its place in
Washington, close to the other American National
Historical monuments.”

Also in New York, the city which today contains
the largest Jewish community in the world — and is
also the city where the greatest number of holocaust
survivors live — is preparing to begin the building of
a large museum-monument dedicated to the Holo-
caust. It will be located close to New York Harbor.
Millions of tourists from all over the world who
come to this large metropolis will be able to see and
visit it.

The land on which both museums will stand was
given free. — In Washington, by the American
Government, and in New York — by the city admin-
istration. The funds to erect the two monument-
edifices and furnish it are being derived from
voluntary contributions from Jews as well as non-
Jews. A large part of it comes from Holocaust
SUrvivors.

e By Mayer Rak

It is difficult to give a concise response to the
question: Why has it taken more than forty years to
realize the wil! and understanding of the Jewish as
well as the general community, to create a monu-
ment dedicated to the Holocaust, and to assure that
it would not be forgotten? More than anything else,
it was this fact: the initiators of the establishment of
these museums, the survivors of our tragic national
catastrophe, more and more are considering the sum
total of their past, and that with their passing, there
will no longer be direct witnesses left of that which
occurred. Finally they understand that they have a
historical duty, not to permit the world to forget
about the Holocaust.

Ben Meed

Another point is that a considerable number of
survivors fill important positions today in the com-
munity. Especially in America, but in other coun-
tries as well. They are successfully active in the
economic and social life of the areas where they
reside. Psychologists explain that their drive is
derived from the tragic loss of family and friends
which they suffered. Their accomplishments are
their outcry against the plans which the Nazis had
for their destruction. Their concern now is not only
for themselves: They are also active in Jewish life as
well as in the life of the broad community.

Now, many of them are devoting their meaningful
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Max Ratner

nesses and partnerships, which today employ 3,000
workers and has been in existence for 65 years. Max
himself, has been working in the business since his
youth, when in the evenings he studied at the Univer-
sity until he became a lawyer.

Max has also been active communally despite his
age. “If you’re older, you must work faster’> — is his
motto. His first love is his activity for the Bialys-
toker. In the Association of the “landsmanshaft’ he
held various posts and now he is Honorary President
of the National Committee. He lives in Cleveland,
but he has never failed to attend any occasion con-
cerning Bialystoker — whether in New York or in
Miami.

A second phase of his activity concerns the State
of Israel. Four or five times a year he visits that
country, where he has made several investments.
Among others, he built a plastics factory in Akko
and a cotton factory in Kiryat-Gat, which was the
basis for the Fulgat textile company. His visits are
short — two-three days in Jerusalem, two-three days
in Tel Aviv and four-five days in Haifa, — in order
to conduct meetings in government offices and in

industrial circles as chairman of the Israel America
Trade Chamber. His hobby is to help the country
stand on its feet economically, not to have to resort
to outside help. He is most concerned with the situa-
tion of the new immigrant. For his sake — according
to Ratner — many factories must be built, so that as
soon as he arrives, he will find enough suitable
employment. Then he will feel that he has come
home. Because earning a living supersedes every-
thing; the saying “If there is no wherewithal, there is
no learning” is for Max Ratner a holy
commandment.

Ratner is also concerned that his family have a
close contact to Israel. His son, a famous physicist,
has connections to the scientific Weitzman Institute
in Rechovot, and he spends a good deal of time
there. His grandchild, too, recently visited Israel and
made his first contacts. Max Ratner is also a partner
in various projects and construction of houses at the
Technion in Haifa, at the Tel Aviv University and in
other schools of higher learning.

With great pride he speaks of his contribution and
guidance on behalf of the Rena Costa Yiddish Chair.
His connection to the Yiddish Department began
after a chance meeting with its chairman, Prof. Ger-
shon Winer. Ratner was primarily impressed with
meeting a Jew with whom he could converse in
“mame-loshn” (Yiddish), especially since heis alsoa
Jew who is instrumental in accomplishing the fact
that others should learn and study Yiddish. Of his
own volition, Ratner volunteered his help and since
then he has become interested in everything that
transpires in the Department. Upon hearing that on
the Day of Remembrance a memorial observance
would take place at Bar Ilan, he brought down, on
that day, not only himself and a large number of
friends from America, but also saw to it that the two
surviving Bialystoker Jews in Danzig, should partic-
ipate in this gathering as the only “landsleit” still
residing in Poland. Another matter that particularly
interested him was the establishment of a stipend for
holocaust research at the Yiddish Chair in the name
of the deceased Forward writer Icek Shmulewitz,
who helped him edit the Bialystoker Memorial
Book.

Max Ratner was honorary chairman of the annual
banquet of the American Committee for the Yiddish
Chair, which took place on September 1 at the Hil-
ton Hotel in New York at which time honorary titles
were awarded to important personalities in Ameri-
can Jewry.

Become Members of the Bialystoker Center
and Home for The Aged
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MAX RATNER — ALWAYS A BIALYSTOKER

It is true — that when Max Ratner, the current
President of the National Committee of Bialystoker,
left this impressive Jewish city in Eastern Europe,
Bialystok, his birthplace and home, he was barely of
Bar Mitzvah age and for more than 70 years he has
been living in the United States; he has, however,
remained a Bialystoker Jew to this very day, and in
general a Jew who is entwined and connected to the
best traditions of East-European Jewry.

“Once a Bialystoker, always a Bialystoker’” —say
people, but Max Ratner, not because he was born in
Bialystok, but because he is a product of a most
respected family there. One must remember that in
Poland there were many older Jewish communities
than the widely known community of Bialystok.
Compared to them, Bialystok was a relatively young
city. It did, however, experience an explosive growth
because of the rise of a great textile industry that
developed there. The first Jews who came to Bialys-
tok as a result of this, were jews from Tiktin, a city
some 15 kilometers from Bialystok, but one of the
oldest Jewish communities of Poland, where, to the
present day, a rare synagogue still exists. Among
those who came to Bialystok from Tiktin was also

® By. A. Sh. Tzuk

Ratner’s father, whose grandfather was Rabbi in
Chenstochov. As did most Jews of Bialystok,
Ratner’s father, too, worked in the textile industry.
At first he was employed by others, but very soon he
became a manufacturer. Max was one of his nine
children. It was a large family and to this day he
remembers the Passover Seder in their home, as 80
adults and children of the family sat around the
table, a Seder that he himself continues to provide all
his years in Cleveland, exactly with the same number
of family members and friends . . .

Ratner’s oldest brother took part in the Revolu-
tion of 1905, before Max was born. The Czarist
government sought to arrest him and he, therefore,
came to America, settled in and began to earn a
living. This was a good way to begin to relocate the
entire family from the other side of the ocean. This
took place right after the First World War, when
Max was only, as previously stated, about 13 years
old. In America, the family, together with a friend,
established a business of providing lumber for con-
struction purposes which grew to a hundred busi-

memorable founder and leader of the Bialystoker
“landsmanshaft’” David Sohn. Rybal’s first assign-
ment was to help prepare the “Bialystoker Album,”
containing a collection of 1200 photographs of the
famous community and its Jews, which was pub-
lished in 1951. Immediately afterward, Rybal co-
influenced the completion of the Bialystoker
Memorial Book. In this he had the opportunity of
using his expertise as print-shop owner in Bialystok
and as chief printer for the ‘“Forward” printing
department. It was not far from that point, after the
death of David Sohn, to assume the responsibility
for the publication of the “landsmanshaft,” “The
Bialystoker Stimme,” a periodical that has been
published for 66 years without interruption. Con-
currently he was asked to take over the leadership of
the Bialystoker Center and become the Executive
Chairman of the Association. Since the death of
David Sohn, the responsibility for the Bialystoker
“landsmanshaft” rests in Rybal’s hands, and for
that reason, as previously stated, acknowledgement
was given at the banquet for his 40 years of service,
where rightful praise was expressed for his maintain-
ing contact with Bialystoker throughout the world,
including his accomplishments in Israel, the estab-
lishment of Kiryat Bialystok and aid that is being
given for the hospital in Tel-Hashomer and the cen-

ter for sick children in Kfar Tabor.

Izaak Rybal is not only a loyal son of his home
city, he is, in general, a loyal Jew from Eastern
Europe. There is no cultural matter of this glorious
tribe of the Jewish People that is strange to him, and
he is especially dedicated to the Yiddish language
and Yiddish culture which is known to be the major
component of many generations of Yiddish cultural
creativity in Eastern Europe. It is no wonder that he
is included also amongst the active proponents on
behalf of the Yiddish Chair at Bar Ilan University.
This was especially visible when he organized a dele-
gation of Bialystoker Jews to be present at the
Forum at Bar Ilan on the last “Day of Remem-
brance” on the 27th day of Nissan, 1988, which was
dedicated at that time to the struggle and martyr-
dom of the Jews of Bialystok. :

For all Izaak Rybal’s activities and accomplish-
ments, the leadership of Bar Ilan University deter-
mined to bestow on him an academic honorary title
(Honorary Fellow). The award was given on Mon-
day, September 19, at the annual event of the Ameri-
can Committee for the Rena Costa Yiddish Chair,
with the participation of the University Chancellor,
Rabbi Emanuel Rackman and the Chairman of the
Yiddish Department, Professor Gershon Winer,
who came specifically to this year’s celebration.
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Numerous are the “landsmanshaft” which con-
sist of descendants from the various Jewish com-
munities in Eastern Europe, which still conduct their
activity, especially here in the United States. but, if
one were to award a prize to that special one, which
most intensively continues to pursue its activities,
the prize must certainly go to the Bialystoker
Landsmanshalft.

The Bialystoker in New York, to this day, con-
tinue their close contact with Bialystoker Jews
throughout the world. The charitable activities of
the Association reach out and include Israel as well.
The Bialystoker support various institutions, pub-
lish a worthwhile journal, maintain a center for the
elderly at a budget of 4 million dollars, and, most
importantly — the Bialystoker ‘“‘landsmanshaft”
has been successful in motivating the younger gener-
ation to continue the noble activity of their parents;
that it was successful in imbuing the younger genera-
tion, who did not know, with the Bialystoker aware-
ness of mutual responsibility and sentiment for the
heritage of generations.

All the accomplishments of the Bialystoker Jews
are to the credit of a small number of active and
devoted public servants, who are devoted heart and
soul to the Bialystoker tradition. Among these is the
Executive Director of the Bialystoker Center, Izaak
Rybal, who has been conducting the activity for the
benefit of the Bialystoker “landsleit” for the past 40
years, and as an indication of appreciation and
acknowledgement of his accomplishments, the Bia-
lystoker arranged, in his and his wife Molly’s honor,
an impressive banquet at the Waldorf Astoria with
the participation of Bialystoker personalities not
only in America, but also of other countries, and
among them the famous international attorney, a
surviving child of Bialystok, who grew up to be an
international personality, Samuel Pisar.

Izaak Rybal is one of the remaining Jewish survi-

® By A. Sh. Tzuk

Izaak Rybal

vors of the Holocaust, who came to America after
experiencing all the horrors of the war and being
exiled to Russia. He arrived in New York in June,
1947, but even while in Europe he maintained con-
tact with the Bialystoker Center, so that imme-
diately upon his arrival here, he was engaged by the
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JOIN US AT THE
ANNUAL GREAT BIALYSTOKER
THEATER — CONCERT

The Bialystoker Center, Home and
Infirmary for the Aged, is once again
making great preparations for the Annual
Theater-Concert. As ever, the imposing
entertainment will take place in the
magnificent Avery Fisher Hall of Lincoln
Center, on Broadway at 67th Street in New
York.

For this year’s Theater-Concert which
is scheduled for Sunday the 24th of
September 1989, at 2pMm, an unusually great
program is being arranged comprising of Song,
Music and Art. The participants are famous
personalities in the world of entertainment.

Aliza Kashi, Singing Star of Television and
Stage; Freddie Roman, the Funniest Man in
Town; Vladislav Ovetsky, International Violin
Virtuoso; The Famous Cantor Sol Zim, who
has been acclaimed the Folk Singer of our
Time; the Brothers Zim I, Two Vibrant Young
Performers. All is topped by the well received
Sol Sicari Orchestra.

We call on our Bialystoker Landsleit and
Friends to patronize this coming Annual
Theater-Concert. A rich entertaining
afternoon is assured. Morever, you will
tremendously help in the support and progress
of the great Bialystoker Home and Infirmary
for the Aged. You will likewise, meet your
landsleit and renew your friendships this
afternoon.

Please call our office for information about
tickets and make arrangements for group
benefits.

Our Address Is:

The Bialystoker Center
228 East Broadway, N.Y.
Tel. (212) 475-7755
Contact Mr. Izaak Rybal
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Dr. Samuel Pisar’s Dinner at the Hilton Hotel
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Standing from right: Judith Pisar, Dr. Samuel

Pisar, Charles Schwecher, Izaak Rybal and

Mike Kremer. This picture was taken at the

Israel Bond dinner in honor of Dr. Pisar on

December 4, 1988 at the New York Hilton
Hotel.
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