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We express our deep pain and sorrow on the loss of
our dear friend

Aaron Feinman

To his wife Mindel, son Dr. Zachary & his wife
Linda and grandchildren, and son Michael and his
wife Pamela and grandchildren, we extend our sin-
cerest condolences. May you know of no more
SOTTOW.

Mr. & Mrs. Morris Nortman
Chicago, Illinois
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Greetings and Best Wishes to the
Bialystoker Center Home
One of the Most Respected Homes
for the Elderly
An Institution that Provides

a High Level of Care for its Residents

Elite Insurance Agency

2001 Marcus Avenue
Lake Success, N.Y. 11042
(516) 354-7000

ELI BLISKO
YECHIEL BROMBERG

Brokers and Consultants of all Forms of Insurance

MWWWWW.-

= mmmmﬁ:mmcm.om\

SIS S o oSS

o




42 BIALYSTOKER STIMME September, 1988

AN PPN

NP ANV

To The Officers of
The Bialystoker Center & Home
Best wishes for A Happy, Healthy And Prosperous New Year!

Norman Pachtman
@ President

2
% Choice [k Center, i

CHOICE SURGICAL SUPPLY, INC.

303 Central Avenue
Lawrence, N.Y. 11559

§ (516) 569-6144 — (718) 471-2261
i g g g gl g R N B NV N WV VY Y
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EMPIRE
PRESS

Typesetting & Printing Co.

The Printers of This Journal
wish all our Bialystoker
friends and readers the

blessings of being written

in and sealed in the

Book of Life, Good Deeds,

Honorable Livelihcod and

Good Health!

720 AR hm 73a°nhd
IR DYLIVAYI U X

550 Empire Blvd.
Brooklyn, New York 11225
(718) 756-1473 — 756-9500

FAX (718) 604-7633

COMPLIMENTS OF

DOLLAR
DRY DOCK
SAVINGS BANK

FRAN HABIB

Assistant Vice President

465 Grand Street

New York City

MEMBER FDIC
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RELIABLE HEALTH SYSTEMS, INC.

2610 NOSTRAND AVE., BROOKLYN, N.Y. 11210 — (212) 338-2400

Computer Systems specialists for hospitals,
nursing homes and health related facilities

(Provided and services computer system for Bialystoker Home)

Extends best wishes for a Happy and
Healthful New Year

to the officers, directors, members,
residents and friends of

BIALYSTOKER CENTER, HOME AND INFIRMARY
FOR THE AGED

Amalgamated Bank
of New York

America’s only labor bank.

FDIC

JACK SHEINKMAN EDWARD M. KATZ

Chairman of the Board President and
Chief Executive Officer

11-15 Union Square, New York, New York 10003
(212) 255-6200

Founded in 1923 — Resources over $1.4 billion

NN,
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it

happy new year
and best wishes
for peace and

prosperity

@ Bankeumi

TRUST COMPANY OF NEW YORK

85 Delancey Street
New York, N.Y. 10002
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CITIBANK N. A.
SEWARD PARK BRANCH

411 GRAND STREET e NEW YORK,N.Y

Serving the Bialystoker Center & Home

Extends best wishes to
Their officers, directors, members and residents
As well as to all our Jewish clients and friends
A healthy, happy New Year
And peace in Israel and the world

ADAM E. ISLER — Manager
and Staff
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Best Wishes for a

HAPRY NEW:YEAR
from the

BEACHARBOUR RESORT MOTEL
Max Schaub, Managing Director

18925 Collins Ave. Tel: (305) 931-8900
Miami Beach, Florida 33160 Toll Free: (800) 327-2042

The Bialystoker Center suggests that Bialystoker and
Grodner Landsleit and Friends, should contact

MR. MAX SCHAUB
Managing Director of the
BEACHARBOUR RESORT MOTEL

for the coming season, here you will find the finest
accomodations, and enjoy an “At Home” warm atmosphere
among landsleit and friends.
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ESSHONOH TOVOH!

New Year Greetings

from the

HON. VICE-PRESIDENTS 'xi
MARTIN GINSBURG ABE GINSBURG

of the

BIALYSTOKER CENTER, HOME
& INFIRMARY FOR THE AGED

Warﬁn anc{ ./442 g)indéurg

and their families

May the New Year sound the clarion of

brotherkood and peace throughout the world.

)i e

(S

West New York, New Jersey
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Mr. and Mrs.

Sam Solasz

and Framily

PRESIDENT

of the

BIALYSTOKER CENTER, HOME
AND INFIRMARY FOR THE AGED

extend to their family, friends
and kinfolk everywhere

heartiest wishes
for

A HAPPY AND PROSPEROUS NEW YEAR

DIDTIIR 18 1IR D'27NRS 1D 18 {DWVIRN DR IR
VDN TDIR IDT DA 2RIV 2220 1R ,0M"20RY
J1201 1Y NIW R RS

May the New Year bring happiness to All,

salvation to our people and peace on earth.

THE SOLASZ FAMILY

DR. MATT AND DR. DIANE KUDISH SCOTT DAVID MARK HOWARD

join their parents in this timely greeting.
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Mi. and Mrs.
ROBERT KAMBER
and FAMILY
Asbury Park, N.J.

Express their best wishes for a
Happy New Year to all

Mr. & Mrs.
STANLEY KAGAN
West Caldwell, N.J.

Wish All Their Friends
A Happy New Year

MRS. JENNIE PIANIN
Miami, Fla.

Wishes her family and
Bialystoker Landsleit
A Healthy, Happy New Year

MR. DAVID FINE
President, Bialystoker Young
Men’s Benevolent Association
and FAMILY
Brooklyn, New York
Extend their best wishes
for the New Year to
relatives, friends and landsleit

Mr. & Mrs.
JACOB A. LICHTENFIELD

extend to their relatives and friends and
all Bialystoker Landsleit best wishes for
a Happv and Prosperous New Year

DR. and MRS.
BENJAMIN GISSEN
and Family

Extend their Greetings fora
Happy and Prosperous New Year

New Year Greetings from . ..

A Happy and Prosperous
Year
is extended by

REBECCA
ROSENTHAL
(Tiktin)
and staff
To All their Bialystoker
Landsleit
and Klal Yisroel.

A Bialystoker Landsfrau of a
prominent famiuly of Tiktin, proud
successor of her later unforgettable

husband, Max Rosenthal, founder of:

Max Rosenthal
Travel Bureau Inc.

853 Broadway (Room 410)
(Corner 14th Street)
New York, N.Y. 10003

OREGON 4-3382; 3383; 3319

The firm has an open door policy
to all Bialystoker, and caters to the Jews
the world — over. Arrangements may
be made to tour all parts of Israel and

the Globe by Jet or Shop. Mrs.

Rosenthal is conversant in many
languages to accommodate all
inquiries.
We facilitate your travel; i.e.
passports, tickets, tansportation,
freight, packing, . . . you name it.

— SPECIAL DISCOUNTS
To
Bialystoker landsleit
— Write Or CALL -

Max Rosenthal
Travel Bureau Inc.
853 Broadway (Room 410)
(Corner 14th Street)
New York, N.Y. 10003

MRS. ANNA SABEL
& FAMILY
Concord, California

Wish All Their Friends
A Happy, Healthy & Peaceful New Year

MRS. ETTA SIEGEL
AND FAMILY
Mequon, Wisconsin
extend to their freinds, Bialystoker Kin-
folk in town and the world over best
wishes for a very Heppy New Year

MRS. BENEDICTINE LICHT
and Family
wish everyone

a Healthy, Happy New Year

MR. & MRS. JACK WOLF
NEW YORK
wish all their friends and associates
a Blessed New Year

MRS. PAULINE NOTKOFF

and FAMILY
Bronx, N.Y.
wish their family and friends
A Happy New Year

New Year Greetings
Best Wishes and Blessings
from

NETTIE & ALFRED STERN
and FAMILY
Children of our late Treasurer
LOUIS & MARY DAVIS

Board Members of the Bialystoker
Center, Home and Infirmary for
the Aged
to their dear kin, the DA VISES,
SAPERSTEINS and the STERNS,
to all their friends and neighbors,
Bialystoker landsleit and Jews
everywhere for a Happy and

SYLVIA ROSENBLUM

OREGON 4-3382; 3383; 3319

Prosperous New Year



September, 1988

BIALYSTOKER STIMME

33

THE BIALYSTOKER CENTER
HOME FOR THE AGED AND INFIRMARY

wishes all officers,
employees, directors, members,
supporters, friends,
affiliated organizations,
Bialystoker Landsleit; Klal Israel
The World-Over
A Year of Good Life and Peace
A Year of Prosperity;
Spiritual Renewal
Security and Peace for the
State of Israel
And Universal Brotherhood.

SAM SOLASZ
President

RUBIN BINDLER

Honorary President

IZAAK RYBAL

Executive Director

MYRA BAILIN

Administrator

MR. RUBIN BINDLER
and Family

Honorary President, Bialystoker Center
Home and Infirmary for the Aged

wish their friends, all Goniondzer-Trestiner and Bialystoker
kinfolk and the Jewish People everywhére
a Happy and Prosperous New Year

MR. HAROLD TALIN

Extends New Year’s Greetings to his
Relatives, Friends, and Bialystoker Landsleit

DAYAN CLUB OF PELHAM PARKWAY
District 20

Extends New Year Greetings for Health, Prosperity and
Peace in Israel to all Officers and Members

EXECUTIVE BOARD, DAYAN CLUB
of PELHAM PARKWAY, District 20

New Year Greetings from . . .

DR. & MRS. LOUIS LINN

9 EAST 96th STREET NEW YORK, N.Y. 10028

BIALYSTOKER YOUNG MEN'’S
BENEVOLENT ASSN.

New York, N.Y

Extends New Year Greetings of Good Health and
Peace in Israel To All Its Members und Landsleit

In Memory of my loving wife
Evelin, I wish all my freinds
and family a Happy New Year

DANIEL ALEXANDER
Chicago IlI.
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Greetings from . . .
IRVING AND SYLVIA FOX
LAKEWOOD, N.J.

who wish all their friends and the Jewish people everywhere
a Happy New Year

We offer a Memorial Tribute to our Dear Parents

ABRAHAM AND BESSIE FUCHSMAN
ALEX AND FANNIE BUYER

HYMAN and SHIRLEY FEINSTEIN
and FAMILY
Children and Grandchildren of the late
MRS. PAULINE SIEGEL

extend best wishes to their relatives, friends and
Bialystoker kinfolk everywhere for
A VERY HAPPY and PROSPEROUS NEW YEAR!

MR. and MRS. JOSEPH DINES and FAMILY
Vice-President of
BIALYSTOKER CENTER AND HOME
extend best wishes to the Officers, Directors and Members
of the
CENTER AND HOME,
for
A Happy, and Healthy New Year

MR. AND MRS. CHARLES FEIGENBLATT
and Family
Brooklyn, N.Y.

Extend their Best Wishes to all Landsleit, friends and Jews all
over the world for a Healthy, Happy New Year

DR. AND MRS. NACHMAN KACEN
(Kacenelenbogen), Cleveland, Ohio
and their children
Michael and Eva Kacen-Kaplan
West Hartford, Connecticut
Wish their family and friends in Israel, here and abroad, a
Happy, Healthy and Peaceful New Year

JERRY MINK

Jerusalem, Israel

Wishes His Family and Friends as well as Landsleit in the
U.S., Israel and Bialystok, Poland
New Year Greetings of Health and Joy

Sraw Yy ovw

MRS. RAY KRULL

Huntington Beach, California

Extend her sincere best wishaes for a Healthy
and Happy New Year
ti their relatives, freinds and
Bialystoker landsleit

IN MEMORY OF
OUR BELOVED PARENTS

MR. & MRS. ABRAHAM KASS,
DR. & MRS. CHARLES GRADINGER

IN LOVING MEMORY OF OUR DEAR PARENTS
CELIA COHEN

and

WILLIAM COHEN
Former Vice-President of the Bialystoker Center and Home
May They Rest In Peace
MR. & MRS. SAM SIEGEL
MRS. JOSEPH ENGEL

IN LOVING MEMORY
OF OUR PARENTS

Saul & Ethel Rubin Brody

Anita & Earl Barrison
All the Grandchildren

Martha & Ted Simon
Pearl & Al Shansky
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COUNSELLOR DAVID J. GOLDBERG

Hon. Chairman, Board of Directors

ROSE GOLDBERG

Hon. Vice-President
Miami Beach, Florida

and Family

extend best wishes to their family, relatives, friends, officers
and directors of the Bialystoker Center, Home and Infirmary
for the Aged, and to the Bialystoker Ladies Auwaxiliary
fora Happy New Year

MR. & MRS. EDWARD MEYER

Extend Best Wishes to Family and Friends for a
Happy, Healthy and Peaceful New Year

MR. AND MRS. MIKE KREMER
and Family

Vice Pres. of the Bialystoker Center and Home

Wishes all Bialystoker and Grodner landsleit
A year of peace and freedom for Jews all over the world,
particularly for the State of Israel

MR. & MRS. M. ARTHUR TARLOWE

Vice-President, Bialystoker Center and Home
and Family

Wish their Relatives and Friends
A Healthy, Happy and Peaceful Year

MR. & MRS. LOUIS SCHNEIER

Extend Best Wishes to Family and Friends fora
Happy, Healthy and Peaceful New Year

MR. AND MRS. RALPH BELL
and Family

Former President of the Zionist Organization of Chicago

Wish their family, Bialystoker landsleit and friends
A Happy and Healthy New Year and Peace in Israel

MRS. SALLY BERGER AND FAMILY
Staten Island, N.Y.
EXTEND NEW YEAR GREETINGS

to their family, friends,
the Bialystoker Center and Home
and all Israel

MR. & MRS. ABE NEWBORN

and Family
wish their Relatives, Friends and All Israel

A HAPPY NEW YEAR

IN BLESSED MEMORY
Of Dear Husband and Beloved Father

SOLOMON WEISS
by KATE, NAT and MORTON WEISS
Forever in our hearts!

MR. & MRS. MEYER ZAKHEIM
and Family

Wish their Relatives, Friends and Landsleit
a Healthy, Happy and Prosperous New Year.

MRS. RUTH WINSTON
Son BARRY and SUSAN
and Grandchildren

In loving memory of

EDWARD WINSTON
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MILDRED AND EARL

BRAND
and FAMILY

PORTLAND, MAINE

Remember With Love

FORMER VICE-PRESIDENT
OF THE
BIALYSTOKER CENTER
AND HOME

ALWAYS IN OUR HEARTS

IN LOVING MEMORY OF

My Parents and My Wife's Parents

BENJAMIN & YETTA FINKELSTEIN
HERMAN & BETTY BATISTE

HYMAN FINKELSTEIN

ROSE FINKELSTEIN
President, Bialystoker Ladies Auxiliary
Pays Tribute to the Memory of her Beloved Mother & Father
BENJAMIN & YETTA FINKELSTEIN
Dear Uncle
DAVID ROSENBLOOM
and Dear Aunt
LIBBY ROSENBLOOM
Of Blessed Memory

IN BLESSED MEMORY OF
ISAAC and MINNIE EPSTEIN

Always in our minds and memory
ABRAHAM and VIOLA SAPERSTEIN

IN LOVING MEMORY OF
My dear wife RUTH
My dear brothers
and parents
SAUL SAIDE
and Family
(PROLDYNT O INONY)

IN MEMORY OF
Our Loving Mother and Grandmother
FRIEDA ROTHBERG

MR. & MRS. ISIDORE KIMMEL
and CHILDREN

In Loving Memory of our Parents
MORRIS & ANNA KAPLAN

Abraham & Anita Kaplan Gerry Bachrach
Mathilde Kaplan Harry & Shirley Wachtel

ISIDORE & SHIRLEY SCHEINMAN
and Family
Northbrook, Illinois

Extend to their Relatives and Friends
Wishes for a Healthy, Happy New Year
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an ﬂemoriam

DAVID ALPERT PASSED AWAY

DAVID M. ALPERT, 80, a retired customer
relations employee of the U.S. Postal Service, died
Wednesday, May 18, of heart problems at Florida
Hospital in Orlando.

Mr. Alpert, of Merritt Island, was a Brevard
County resident for 17 years. He worked for the

David M. Alpert

postal service in Hackensak, N.J. for 32 years. He
was a Navy veteran of World War II.

Mr. Alpert was known for his activity in the
American Association of Retired Persons. He was
historian and photographer for Merritc Island chap-
ter 756, where he often gave the invocation at
installation lunches. He had coordinated the chap-
ter’s tax aide program for 10 years.

A life member of the American Legion, Mr.
Alpert belonged to Cocoa Post 22. He was a life
member of the Jewish War Veterans of Brevard

County and a member of Temple Israel on Merritt
Island.

Survivors include his wife of 49 years, Mollie
Alpert of Merritt Island.

In the name of the Bialystoker Center and Home
for the Aged, we also lost a very good friend. He,
together with his wife, Mollie, helped our Institution
for many years. Whenever something had to be
done, Mr. Alpert was the first to help. Although he
lived far from us, distance did not deter his assist-
ance. Yes, we lost a good friend; but his wife, Mollie,
is carrying on and continues to help our Institution.

— -0 —

DORA WARICK PASSED AWAY

Dora Warick Biskowitz born Dora Barenbaum
September 26, 1911 in Bialystok. Daughter of Hana
and Isaak Barenbaum, a very respected and promi-
nent family in Bialystok.

After the war in 1949 she emigrated to the United
States and settled in Brooklyn and later in Queens.

Dora Warick

She has spent many years as an active board
member of the Bialystoker Home for the Aged, as
well as an active member of Hadassah.

Dora died on May 18, 1988 after a long illness at
age 76.

She is survived by her son Ben Biskowitz and his
wife Phyllis, as well as three grandchildren, Mark,
Jeff and David Biskowitz in New Jersey.
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ANNOUNCEMENT

Mr. and Mrs. Michael Kremer announced the
engagement of their daughter Alys Kremer to Mr.
Arthur Gorssman. Mike and Chana Kremer are
very active supporters of the Bialystoker Center and
Bikur Cholim, as well as members of the Club of
Grodner Friends. Mike currently serves as the Vice-
President of the Board of Governors of the Bialys-
toker Center. Alys has spoken many times at the

i

Arthur and Alys

annual Yizkor memorial held at the Center for the
kedoshim of Bialystok and Grodno. She now serves
as Chairperson of “Friends of the Bialystok Cen-
ter,” a group dedicated to the development of con-
tinued support for the Center as an independent
institution.

Arthur Grossman is the son of the late Chaim
Grossman and Mrs. Pearl Grossman of Chicago,
Illinois. Arthur is the nephew of Jack and Manya
Wolikow, also Grodner Friends. The wedding will
take place in Novemeber 1988 at Temple Beth El in
Cedarhurst, New York.

Meyer Nochlin, Alav Hashalom, was one of the
prominent leaders of the Lower East Side, serving as
President of the United Jewish Council of the Lower
East Side. Harriet, is our very own Accounting
Supervisor at the Bialystoker Center and Home for
the Aged.

The administration and Harriet Nochlin’s office
co-workers of the Bialystoker Center were among
the guests and well-wishers. Mazel-Tov and Yid-
dishe nachas were the echo and refrain of the entire
happy evening.

the University plus!

Welcome to Bar-lllamn...

“The Underground Army”’
By Chaika Grossman
book published now in English

Chaika Grossman’s “The Underground Army”
which describes the Bialystoker Ghetto Uprising,
has now been translated into English by Shmuel
Beeri. The “Underground Army” first appeared in
Hebrew in 1965. The book is now available thru the
Bialystoker Center at a special discount rate of $15
To order the book please write to:

Bialystoker Center, 228 East Broadway
New York, N.Y. 10002, or call (212) 475-7755
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L.-R. Edie, Jessica, Les Goldschmidt

extended their mazal-tov greeting to Jessica, her
parents and grandparents. A large representation of
Grodner and Bialystoker were in attendance includ-
ing Mr. & Mrs. Sam Solasz and Mr. & Mrs. [zaak
Rybal.

The proud grandparents Mike and Hanna Kre-
mer are well known for their benevolence and dedi-
cation to all Jewish endeavors, both here and in
Israel. We are proud of their devotion to the Bialys-

“toker Center and Home, and above all for Mr. Kre-
mer’s distinctive service as Vice President of our
institution.

To the Parents and grandparents we wish great
nachas, and to Jessica, may she follow in her par-
ents’, grandparents’ footsteps, and may she be a
constant source of pride to them.

— -0 —

SINGER-BRUKIRER WEDDING

It is with great pleasure that we record, in this
issue of the Bialystoker Stimme, the wedding of
Esther and Srulie Singer children of Rabbi and Mrs.
Yitzchok Singer and Mr. and Mrs. Shlomo Brukirer.

This beautiful event took place at Terrace on the
Park, in Flushing Meadow, New York. There was a
huge representation of guests from the Lower East
Side including a great number of prominent Rabbis.
Mr. and Mrs. Izaak Rybal represented the Bialys-
toker Center and Home.

Rabbi and Mrs. Yitzchok Singer are important
members of the Lower East Side community. Rabbi
Singer is the spiritual head of the Bialystoker Syn-
agogue and President of the United Jewish Council

NOCHLIN-NOVICK WEDDING

Mrs. Harriet Nochlin led her lovely daughter,
Kaylee, to the Chupah, who exchanged vows with
her groom, Mr. Azriel Novick. This extraordinary
wedding took place Wednesday, the 15th of June,
1988 at Marina Del Rey, Throggs Neck, New York.

As we congratulate the mother of the bride, Mrs.

Kaylee and Azriel Novick

Harriet Nochlin, we likewise congratulate Rabbi
Norman and Alice Novick, the parents of the
groom. May they reap great Nachas.

The beautiful wedding will long be remembered
by all the relatives and friends who came to this
happy simcha. The location, the reception, the
smorgasbord, the Chupah, the sumptuous meal, the
music and dancing, all contributed to a very happy
occasion. There was “Mikol-Tov” befitting the
memorable, blessed event.

The Chupah took place traditionally, “Tachas
Kipas Horokiah’ — in the open, under the stars, by
the sea. Prominent rabbis graced the'wedding and
participated in the Sheva Brochos. Kaylee, the
Kaloh, is the daughter of two wonderful parents.

of the Lower East Side. He is also a good friend of
the Bialystoker Center and Home.

The Chupah and reception were magnificent,
and a grand time was had by all. It was indeed a very
happy Simchah. The Bialystoker Center and Home
wishes the Choson and Kallah, and to their parents,
a hearty Mazal Tov and lots of Nachas!
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BAR MITZVAH OF BRIAN
HYMOWITZ

it

L.-R. Sandy, Brian, Russel, Robert

The induction into the Bar-Mitzvah of Brian
Hymowitz took place on Saturday June 11, 1988 at
Congregation Ohev Shalom in Marlboro, New Jer-
sey, with a beautiful Kiddush following services.

The following day Sunday, June 12, 1988 the
celebration continued at the reception in Temple
Sholom of Flatbush in Brooklyn, New York.

The proud parents of the Bar-Mitzvah, Sandy
and Robert Hymowitz invited all their relatives and
friends to this happy simcha. A large representative
group of the Bialystoker Center and Home was quite
visible among the guests.

This was a most joyous event. The harmonious
blending of music, dance, decorations, food and

BAT MITZVAH OF JESSICA
GOLDSCHMIDT

Jessica Goldschmidt

Jessica Goldschmidt, daughter of Edie & Les
Goldschmidt and granddaughter of Mike and
Hanna Kremer, became Bat-Mitzvah, on Saturday
June 11, 1988 at Temple Beth Chai, Hauppage, New
York. Jessica’s chanting of the Haftorah was highly
complimented by all who were in attendance. A
beautiful Kiddush followed the services.

The reception was held at the Tivoli Terrace in
Westbury, New York. It was a most beautiful affair,
one that will be remembered for many years. The
food, music, song, dance were enjoyed by everyone.

A host of relatives, friends, all well-wishers

drink assured everyone a good time. Velvel and
Bubby Schubak, the grandparents of Brian, were
happy to greet their friends. All the invited guests
extended a most hearty Mazel-tov to Brian, his par-
ents and grandparents.

The Schubaks have been connected with the Bia-
lystoker Center and Home for many years. Bubby
Schubak is a member of the Board of Governors.
We wish them great nachas, as well as to Brian and
his parents.
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ROSH HASHANA AND YOM KIPPUR
SERVICES

Rosh Hashana services will commence Sunday
evening, September 11, 1988; First day, Monday,
September 12; second day, Tuesday September 13.

* * *

Yom Kippur services: Kol Nidrei — Tuesday
evening, September 20, 1988; Yom Kippur Day,
Wednesday, September 21 and Yizkor — at about
noon.

SUCCOTH AND FESTIVALS

Succoth: Erev Succoth, Sunday, September 25,
First day, Monday September 26, second day, Tues-
day, September 27; Shemini Atzereth and Yizkor,
Monday, October 3, Simchat Torah, Tuesday,
October 4.

ANNUAL CHANUKAH PARTY,
CONCERT AND DINNER

Our traditional (this year) Chanukah Party, con-
cert and dinner, will be celebrated on Sunday,
November 27, 1988. According to our Home’s cus-
tom, at the party, members and guests light meno-
rahs in commemoration of the miracle of survival of
our people in spite of the designs for extermination
of our race and religion. Please, reserve the date and
celebrate with us.

PURIM — ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP
MEETING AND PARTY.

The annual membership meeting and party of
the Bialystoker Center and Home will be held on
Sunday, March 12, 1989, in our auditorium, at 228
East Broadway, New York City. All members are
asked to participate and vote for a slate of officers to
the Board of Directors for the year 1989-1990.

Our Purim Seuda and Party will be celebrated
following the meeting. Hamentashen and many
delicacies will be served. We assure you of an excit-
ing musical program in Purimdik fashion.

46th BIALYSTOKER-GRODNER
MEMORIAL OBSERVANCE,
SUNDAY, APRIL 9, 1989.

Traditionally, the Bialystoker and Grodner
Landsleit will conduct their ANNUAL MEMOR-
IAL OBSERVANCE — the 46th in REVERENCE
OF THEIR HOLOCAUST KEDOSHIM on SUN-
DAY April 9, 1989, at 2:00 p.m. in the auditorium
of the Bialystoker Center, 228 East Broadway.

We anticipate that the solemn occasion will draw
a large attendance of our people, old and young,
which it well merits. A suitable program will be
arranged. More information will be forthcoming.
Please, reserve the date.

* % *

ANNUAL MEMORIAL MEETING OF
CLUB OF BIALYSTOKER AND
VICINITY — MIAMI BEACH,
FEBRUARY 12, 1989.

The Bialystoker Club of Miami and Vicinity will
conduct the 46th Annual Memorial Meeting, in
commemoration of sixty thousand martyred Jews of
Bialystok, our unforgettable Kedoshim.

The Memorial will take place Sunday, February
12, 1989, at 2:00 p.m. An appropriate program is in
the planning, with the participation of speakers and
a cantor of repute who will chant the proper prayers.

All Bialystoker in Miami Beach and those who
will be vacationing there at the time are cordially
invited to join us in this very meaningful observance
for our beloved Kedoshim.

— > W —

CALENDAR OF COMING EVENTS

1. Annual Chanukah Party, Concert and Dinner,
Sunday, November 27, 1988.

2. Annual Purim Party, Concert and Dinner —
Annual Membership Meeting, Sunday, March 12,
1989.

3. 46th BIALYSTOKER-GRODNER YIZKOR-
MEMORIAL, Sunday, April 9, 1989.

BUY AND HELP US
PUBLICIZE THE GREAT
NEW BIALYSTOKER
MEMORIAL BOOK

e S~
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LETTERS TO OUR EDITOR

-

//, : 701 North Fairfax Street’
Alexandria, Virginia 22314-2045
USA
Unibed ng Phone. 703--836-7100
; Telex: 9102404275
International

8 July, 1988
Mr. Izaak Rybal, Mrs. Myra Bailin
Bialystoker Nursing Home
228-230 East Broadway
New York, New York 10002

Dear Mr. Rybal; Mrs. Myra Bailin
Thank you very much for the tremendous hospi-
tality extended to our Japanese delegation on 5 July
at the Bialystoker Nursing Home. We all deeply
appreciated the time you and Mrs. Bailin took to
show the facility and explain your services. Even
having everything translated did not slow you two
down! You are doing wonderful work for people
and we were privileged to catch a glimpse. It was
indeed an honor to meet you and Mrs. Bailin. If you
are ever in the Washington area, please do give us a
call.
Sincerely
Terry L. Golley
Execitove Assistant

June 8, 1988

Mr. Izaak Rybal

Executive Director
Bialystoker Home and Center
228 East Broadway

New York, N.Y. 10002

Dear Mr. Rybal:

On behalf of the United Jewish Council we want
to thank you for being host to our Legislative
Conference.

As always, the room was beautifully prepared
and the event was very successful.

The Conference was also a success. Mayor Koch,
Borough President Dinkins, Congressman Bill
Green and Commissioner Abe Biderman were all in
attendance.

We thank you for your support and assistance in
this most important community activity.

Best wishes,

Douglas Balin

Executive Dirvector

William E. Rapfogel

Conference Chairman

CENTRAL COMMUNITY CHEST
OF JAPAN
3-3-2 Kasumigaseki, Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo, 100 Japan,
Phone: 03-581-3846

July 21, 1988

Mr. Izaak Rybal, Mrs. Myra Bailin
Bialystoker Nursing Home,
228-230 East Broadway

New York, New York,

U.S.A.

Dear Mr. Rybal, Mrs. Bailin

Thank you very much for your valuable explana-
tion to our Japanese United Way Tour Group.

And I appreciate your kind support during our
stay.

It was an interesting experience that we were
invited to your agency by Ms. April Guagenti, Uni-
ted Way of Tri-State.

We visited your agency in the linkage of our
understanding allocation situation within the Uni-
ted Way of Tri-State.

First of all, we were amazed at how much United
Way supported your agency’s activities financially.

And we really recognized this United Way fund-
ing enriched sufficient care to clients.

It is just the contrary to the Japanese situation
that even the private nursing home is mainly funded
by the government.

Thank you again for your help.

Wishing your agency’s prosperity and the well
being of your clients.

Sincerely

Katsuhiko Shiraishi
Secretary General

CHANGE OF ADDRESS?
We ask all our friends and members to please

notify us of any change of address. You will be

saving us time and money.

Name...

Old Address

New Address
Your attention to this matter will be greatly

appreciated.

BIALYSTOKER HOME & INFIRMARY FOR THE AGED
228 East Broadway New York, N. Y. 10002
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ELI AND MARTHA OKUN
HONORED IN PHILADELPHIA

The “Organization of Jewish Holocaust Survi-
vors” in Philadelphia paid homage to their dear
members, Eli and Martha Okun, for their capable
activity in the community. The banquet was given

From the left, standing: Eli and Martha Okun,
Lillian Taus, chairperson of the Jewish National
Fund, and Sam Felta, Chairman of the evening.

on March 26, 1988, At Temple Beth-Ami in
Philadelphia.

The guest speaker was Elsie Kay, Vice President
of the Jewish National Fund and the chairman was

A special thank you is due all the women in the
office, who have helped so much — to take the
residents to the park, to help feed those who need it
and also to help return them to the large hall, which
was cool and comfortable so they can rest for an
hour.

Then, and only then did all the employees sit
down to taste (and eat) all the delicious dishes that
were provided.

Certainly, everything would not be possible
without the complete cooperation, leadership and
supervision of our Mrs. Bailin and Mr. Rybal. We
should add that because of Mrs. Bailin, with Mr.
Rybal’s help, many new people were added to the
staff of the Home, to take over the leadership of the
various departments.

A new, fresh, friendly wind now blows in the
Bialystoker Home. Thanks to them there is now
more love, more empathy and more loyalty. I, per-
sonally, wish them many good, creative years to be
able to continue their devoted efforts for our Home.

Thank you very much.

Sam Felta. Both stressed the contribution that Eli
and Martha Okun made to the Organization of
Holocaust Survivors, to all its activities; their deep
love for the State of Israel, and their efforts in behalf
of Israel Bonds and the Jewish National Fund.

Eli Okun was born in Bialystok and his wife
Martha, in Rumania. She lived in Hungary, how-
ever, and in 1944 she was deported by the Nazi
murderers to labor camps. Eli also survived the
death camp ‘““Auschwitz”” and in June, 1946, they
both got married in Germany. They have two child-
ren, a daughter, Vera, and a son Joel, who is a
doctor, and five grandchildren.

The Bialystoker Center and Home congratulates
Eli and Martha Okun on their being honored. He is a
member in good standing of our Center and contrib-
utes generously towards all activities. We wish them
both good health and many more years of activity
for the community.

These pictures were taken during a holiday
vacation in Miami, in Feb. 1988. This group of
guests was invited to a lovely luncheon by Frieda
and Leon Fried. The invitation was also extended
by Fried’s married daughter who resides in Miami
and where the luncheon took place.
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THE BIALYSTOKER PICNIC

What is a picnic?

The family, or good friends, get together and
everyone brings his specialty: wholesome, delicious
sandwiches, salad, fruit and a cold drink. Everything
goes into a basket with ice; one travels far, to where
the grass is green; one spreads out a blanket beneath
a large tree; someone will probably bring a guitar or
a mandolin; you play, you sing and you eat.

That’s what I thought I’d see when Mr. Rybal
invited me and my wife Ethel to come to the Bialys-
toker Home about 5 years ago. He explained to us
that the picnic tradition is an old one and that a few
residents’ children attend it. Still, it would be desira-

Residents at the Picnic

ble to have someone of the ““Board of Governors,”
who is free during the week, also be present. So . . .
we are free . . .

I never imagined that this would take so much
work — you have to bring all the residents down
from their rooms, those who can walk by themselves
or those who need to be helped and those in wheel-
chairs. You have to prepare the table and chairs, and
everything in the kitchen along with the chef in his
tall, white hat, followed by his assistants. They carry
hot franks, hamburgers, fried chicken and all the
trimmings. The phonograph is on, everyone sings
Yiddish songs and, of course, they eat.

This is how it has been for the past few years.

This year, on Wednesday, June 15, 1988, it also
took place, but it was different.

The garden had been rebuilt: new plants, new
trees, new and wider paths, especially for the wheel
carts. A new roof was built, which protects the resi-

® By Sol Krim

dents from the hot sun and the rain — that those
seated should stay dry and cool.

Everything has been prepared before the resi-
dents were brought down to the garden. Five years
ago we had five wheel carts; today we have 49. But
this did not interfere with the schedule.

The kitchen utensils and food were already pre-
pared and ready for serving by the kitchen person-
nel, who were dressed up in their clean, white,
starched uniforms and white hats.

Next to almost every one there was an attendant,

L.R. Virginia Thomas, Ezra Randle, Kan Kam Yu,
Aurea Chuakay, Myra Bailin, Izaak Rybal

who brought her or him a plate of goodies and
assisted them in eating, when this was necessary,
even to feeding them.

I asked this question of myself: Who provides all
of this? And with such love and devotion? And the
answer is, that the credit should be given to all the
leaders of the various departments at the Home.

We want to start with Mr. Casimo and his staff,
who constructed the roof, reshaped the garden,
paved new paths, installed the tables and chairs and
is responsible for all the physical improvements.

Mrs. Chuokay and her kitchen staff, for plan-
ning and preparing the food which is suitable for a
picnic.

Mrs. Long and her nurses and nurses’ aides, for
caring for the health of the residents.

Mrs. Rogoff and her group, for providing psy-
chological care. And we must not forget Mr. Orlo-
witz, who does a lot, much more than he speaks.
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women busy themselves with planting flowers.
There is a barber available for everyone.

On the first floor within the large colony of
Bialystoker Jews is a beautiful “shul,”” a wonderfully
beautiful kitchen with two sections — one for dairy
and one for meat meals, most appealing beacuse of
their cleanliness.

I had a short conversation with one of the steady
“residents” of the Bialystoker Home, the 83 year old
Sholem Grobard. He says that the food here in the
Home reminds him of his mother’s cooking and
baking. He was born in Trestene, 30 miles from

Sholem Grobard, res. of the Bialystoker Home

Bialystok. For five years he studied at the Yeshiva in
Bialystok under tutelage of the head of the Yeshiva,
Reb Shimon Zelik. He arrived in America in 1928.
He has been in the Bialystoker Home for a long time
and takes pleasure from all the delicacies which are
served here, and especially from the “Oneg
Shabbat.”

The 94 year old Yudl Zabludowski, is one of the
pioneers who constructed the building for the Bia-
lystoker Home for the elderly.

In speaking with many elderly women and men, I
heard only expressions of gratitude concerning the
medical personnel as well as the administration, at
the head of which stands Izaak Rybal.

In closing, the Executive Director of the Bialys-
toker Home stated that deserved credit must be
given to the administrator, Mrs. Myra Bailin, who
devotes her talent and loyalty to the residents of the
Bialystoker Home. Mr. Rybal also stressed the fact
that he always has the active help and cooperation of
the Board of Governors, with Sam Solasz as Presi-
dent. Without their help it would not be possible to
maintain the beautiful Bialystoker Center and
Home for the Aged in New York, Rybal concluded.

BAR-ILAN UNIVERSITY

52 100 Ramat Gan, Israel
OFFICE OF THE CHANCELLOR

Mr. Izaak Rybal 24th April, 1988.

Bialystoker Center,
228 E. Broadway,
New York, N.Y. 10002
U.S.A.

Dear Mr. Rybal,

It has been brought to our attention that 1988
marks the 40th anniversary of your distinguished
service to a major Jewish institution on the Ameri-
can scene. Under your dedicated leadership, the Bia-
lystok Center has earned the respect and recognition
of the New York Jewish Community in providing
for the physical and spiritual requirements of the
elderly and has emerged as the religious center on the
New York East Side.

In keeping with the Klal Israel philosophy of
Bar-Ilan University, we have initiated a policy of
honoring leading personalities on the North Ameri-
can scene for their distinctive contributions to the
furtherance of Judaism and Jewish life in their
respective communities.

I am pleased to inform you that the Faculty and
Board of Governors of Bar-Ilan University, cogniz-
ant of your forty years of eminent service as a Jewish
communal figure, have decided to confer upon you
this Citation in recognition of your leadership of the
Bialystok Center along with the high standards and
literary quality of the Yiddish publication “Bialys-
toker Stimme” and the establishment of important
programs and projects in Israel. The tribute will be
tendered to you at the Hilton Hotel in the course of
the Convocation Exercises of the Yiddish Chair of
Bar-Ilan University on Monday evening, September
19th, 1988.

It goes without saying that the awarding of the
Honorary Fellowship is unrelated to any monetary
assistance to the University, as evidenced by many of
our honorees in cities throughout the United States
and Canada. We are primarily interested in
acknowledging your service to Klal Yisrael and
commitment to Judaism in accordance with the
ideals and goals of Bar-Ilan University.

It will be my personal privilege to welcome you
at these exercises and confer upon you the title of
Honorary Fellow.

May the Almighty grant you many more years of
health and strength to continue in your good deeds.

Yours sincerely,

Emanuel Rackman
Chancellor
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THE BIALYSTOKER CENTER AND HOME

IMPRESSIONS OF A VISIT TO THE BEAUTIFUL INSTITUION
CONVERSATION WITH THE EXEC. DIR. IZAAK RYBAL

This past June marked 57 years since the cele-
brated opening of the Bialystoker Center and Home
for the Aged on the Lower East Side of Manhattan
took place. this was the beginning of the “Bialys-
toker Empire,” which now plays such an important
role, not only in Jewish life in New York, but in the
entire Jewish world.

The initiator and builder of this fine institution
was the Bialystoker “Landsman’ David Sohn, 0’’h.
As early asin the 1920’s he initiated a plan to create a
home for people from Bialystok, which would pro-
vide them with a normal life in their latter years. This
home was established on June 21, 1931.

The first elderly residents received the unique
opportunity to avail themselves of every conven-
ience. The welfare of the person is the first priority of
the responsible directors of the Bialystoker Center
— the broad network of useful activities for aged
people.

One of the colorful figures of the Bialystoker
Empire is the Executive Director of the Center,
Home for the Elderly and Hospital, Izaak Rybal. A
man with a large Jewish heart, miraculously surviv-
ing the Holocaust, he has, with great love for his
“landsleit” adjoined his destiny in helping Bialys-
toker elderly to enjoy a peaceful and worry-free
aging. Thanks to his devoted and endless caring for
the residents of the Home, which were to Rybal like
members of his family, a multi-faceted cultural
effort is conducted. Twice a year the special maga-
zine “Bialystoker Stimme” is published. Banquets
are arranged for the Center’s sponsors on the highest
level. Bialystoker Jews, who have settled in the State
of Israel, are being helped greatly. Izaak Rybal has
devoted much energy and time to the only Home in
the world for Bialystoker Jews, and besides the jour-
nals, which reflect the growth and activity of the
Bialystoker Center, a monumental work, the ““Yiz-
kor (memorial) Book,” which is without a doubt a
great contribution to Holocaust literature.

Over 1200 valuable historic photographs of Bia-
lystok and its Jews were collected and an important
memorial album was created, which immortalizes
the life and work in Bialystok as it was.

The Center has realized the construction of a
building for sick children in Tel Hashomer. Numer-
ous other important projects for the benefit of Bia-
lystoker Jews are being provided. Today the

® By Shimon Feiginov

Bialystoker Center is known throughout the whole
world.

Izaak Rybal told me about the daily life of the
Bialystoker Empire.

Today the Bialystoker Center is housed in a
beautiful building on East Broadway. 95 elderly

Izaak Rybal, Exec. Dir. and Myra Bailin, Admin.

Jews reside there. In addition to outstanding medi-
cal care given by physicians of all specialties, such as
cardiology and dental, special rooms are provided
for invalids, who can get around only in special
chairs. The seriously ill are provided with expensive
waterfilled mattresses, which makes their staying in
bed easier and more comfortable. Every room of the
home for the elderly, with its cleanliness, reminds
one of a first-class hospital. The nursing personnel is
constantly on the alert and always responds to those
in need of immediate medical assistance. All patients
requiring physical therapy care, have it at their
disposition.

Aside from the broad medical services, tradi-
tional holiday celebrations are provided with plays,
performances and games. For the healthy residents,
there are table-games and trips are arranged. Several
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CHAIKA GROSSMAN ORKIN AT YIVO

A reception, held by Holocaust Publications
at YIVO on May 11th, 1988, honored Chaika Gross-
man Orkin, marking the introduction of her World
War II memoir, The Underground Army (Fighters of
the Bialystok Ghetto). The English edition, trailing
the Hebrew original by nearly four decades, makes
this epic of Holocaust history accessible to a large
public. The riveting account of resistance and revolt,
acclaimed by Prof. Yehuda Bauer as ‘““a classic of
Holocaust testimonials,”” is an inspiring story of
daring and moral fortitude of the young Jewish
fighters of the Bialystok Ghetto.

Chaika Grossman, now Deputy Speaker of the
Israeli Knesset, responded calmly to the glowing
remarks about her book, surprising the audience
with a candid admission of her bewilderment with
the ongoing polemic about the critical dilemmas of
the Holocaust. She deplored the distorted notions
about the Jewish reaction to Nazi victimization and
was at a loss to reconcile the world’s indifference to
the mass slaughter and its subsequent condemnation
of the victims’ lack of resistance. She also confessed
with disarming honesty that inspite of intense prob-
ing, she never found a plausible explanation to the
blindness and meekness of the ghetto leaders whose
illusions and false hopes misled their people and
largely aborted the spontaneous impulse of the
young.

Her voice, at times choking with emotion,
exposed the bitter feud between the generations, the
self-deluding ghetto elders and the impetuous
youngsters, ready to oppose the murderous Nazi
scheeming and deceit. With utter sadness, she
recalled one by one her comrades at arms who sacri-
ficed their lives in a final struggle for the dignity of
their people and their own self-esteem.

Though she never mentioned their ancestral
birthplace, it was obvious to all hailing from Bialys-
tok, that this city was to a certain extent responsible
in shaping the personalities of her comrades. It was
this predominantly Jewish city, almost a world in
itself, where they grew up in a closely knit internal
circle with Yiddish newspapers, social and cultural
clubs and a Hebrew gymnasium which they
attended. Chaika loved the Jewish street on which
she grew up and carried a deep sentiment for her
people’s culture and tradition. The experience of
living together in a Jewish community flowed
through her veins and drew her to a Jewish home-
land in Palestine.

In her youth, Chaika belonged to the Tel-Amal
group of Hashomer Hatzair. Shortly before the war,

® By Dr. Luba Krugman Gurdus

she was summoned to join the underground leader-
ship formed from those exempt from military con-
scription, mainly girls, chosen to train the group for
the Bialystok region for anti-fascist activity, she sub-
sequently served as delegate of her party during the
year, organizing the youth of the ghettos and brief-
ing them about the imminent dangers. Her “Aryan”
looks and forged documents assisted her in her dar-
ing missions where fear and risk were ever present
but kept in bonds by a stern sense of duty and
destiny.

Chaika led the revolt in the ghetto and took part
in the street fights in which most of her comrades
perished. After the battle, she helped to organize a
rescue operation and transfer the remaining survi-
vors to partisan groups in the surrounding forests
from which they sabotaged the German lines of
supply. After years of family life and public service
in Israel, Chaika’s basic mentality reflects the ethical
values, acquired in her formative years. They stem
from her home, school and party and generate the
tolerance and humanity, witnessed in her home
town. Her quiet heroism emanates from her words
and stems from her conviction that Jews are respon-
sible for each other, especially at the time of need
and distress. She bled at the fate of her people,
particularly at the misery of her own mother, yet it
was her example and that of other women who
assumed the responsibilities of the missing men, that
inspired her determination and strength.

Chaika’s deeply embedded sentiments for her
roots surfaced in the warm atmosphere of a testi-
monial gathering for Molly and Izaak Rybal, two
outstanding leaders of the NY based “Bialystoker
Center.” When she addressed the crowd on their
behalf, all present were aware of the fact that Chaika
is the proud daughter of their native city who fought
for its people and lived to record their pain and
courage.

SEARCH FOR RELATIVES

Seeking members of the DIRECTOR family from
Bialystok of Sokolka. Please contact:

Walter A. Winshall,

3 Ferndale Road,

Weston, MA 02193,
Telephone (617) 235-5360.
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vered a very emotional speech, in which she also
emphasized the difference between the Jewish and
Polish underground struggle. Whereas the Polish
fighters were hoping for ultimate victory and free-
dom the Jewish fighters had no such hope and
only fought in defense of Jewish dignity and honor
in life and in death.

“Hitler failed to kill us all”’ — said Haika Gross-
man — and although we lost over 6,000.000 of our
people we came to life again and rebuilt our lives
anew everywhere and especially in our beloved State
of Israel. The Jewish survivors have created and
developed new values and recreated and revived our
cultural and organizational institutions all over the
world.”

In Treblinka

From the Umschlag Platz we traveled to Treb-
linka. There is also a very impressive monument
which consists of a ‘““Forest” of stones, each repres-
enting a city or town where Jewish people lived and
perished at the hands of the German murderers; I
found and cried at the nagn-stone with the name of
Bialystok on it. The Minister of Culture and Vice
premier of Israel, Itzchak Navon talked about the
enormity which should only be applied to the Jewish
tragedy.

Itzchak Arad, the director of Yad-Vashem in
Jerusalem distributed about a hundred medals for
righteous gentiles who helped Jews to survive the
war.

Students from Israel, Argentina, Brazil and oth-
ers participated in a contest entitled: “The Heroism
of the Jews at War with the Nazis.”

The Jewish delegation from over the world were
guests at a reception at the “‘Palace of Culture and
Science” and the Polish parliament (SEJMO).

Our Visit to Bialystok

Before we left for Bialystok I met with doctor
Simon Datner in Warsaw, who asked me to convey
his best wishes to all Bialystoker friends in Israel and
New York.

Dr. Anatol Leszczynski of the Jewish Historical
Institute accompanied me on my trip to Bialystok.
The director for “The study of German crimes com-
mitted in the Bialystoker Ghetto” Wladimir Man-
kiewicz, a Jew, joined us there. He promised to help
any Bialystokor visiting group his fullest assistance
and cooperation.

Dr. Leszczynski arranged an invitation for me
and my wife to the Mayor of Bialystok. Zbigniew
Zdrajewski, the Mayor was very pleased to meet
with me because in the 1938/39 I was a member of
the City Council and chairman of the Jewish com-
munity in Bialystok.

Before the reception at the Mayor’s office we
visited a few places in town. First we went to the
place of the former great synagogue, which was
burned down by the Nazis with over 3000 Jews
inside. There is a new housing development, but no
sign or marker indicating the tragic event. Next we
drove to the cemetery in Bagnowka. There is a fence
around the cemetery but all stones, except the stone
with the inscription of Zalmen Shneur and the list of
the Jews perished in the pogrom of 1906, are deso-
lated, and the place is overgrown with weeds and
grass. Next to it is the christian cemetery.

What a difference, everything is clean and in
good shape there.

From there we went to the cemetery of the
Ghetto at Zabia Street. What a horrible site...

The cemetery is in shambles. Only a small spot is
fenced off, with a small gray cement wall inside and a
barely visible inscription in Polish language only:
“Here are buried 3,500 Jews killed by the Nazis in
the Jewish Ghetto of Bialystok.

The day of our visit was a sunny one and Polish
children were playing around and around and our
hearts and minds were shattered...

Oh, yes, there is a street in Bialystok named after
Melamed, the first Jew of Bialystok who killed a
Nazi S.S. there is also a street named Dr. Ludwig
Zamenhof, the creator of Esperanto. The city of
Bialystok had before the war a population of 110
thousand people, 60,000 of them Jews. Today there
are 270 thousand people and only 8 Jews. The city
has changed since I left Bialystok in 1940. It grew in
size and population. I found my parent’s house at
Zelazna Street, old and desolated but inhabited by
new people. I dared not to go in there, I trembled
and cried again. Too much pain and heartache after
the Umschlag Platz and Treblinka...

The Reception at Mayor
Zdrajewski’s Office

Mayor Zdrajewski greeted us very cordially.

In our discussion we pointed out our disappoint-
ment at the lack of signs indicating Jewish martyr-
dom and sufferings in places like the destroyed
synagogue where 3000 Jews were burned alive, the
cemeteries at Bagnovka and Zabia street which need
care and proper upkeep. We also asked the Mayor to
erect a sign at the Hebrew High-School on Siewkie-
micza Street where the Prime Minister of Israel,
Itzchak Shamir attended school.

In response the Mayor expressed his fullest sym-
pathy and understanding to our request but pointed
out that the city of Bialystok had no resources avail-
able for proper care and maintenance and suggested
that the Jewish survivors of Bialystok from America
and elsewhere should provide the necessary funds.
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windows, based on Holocaust art works. The exte-
rior will be adorned by glazed tiles, based on child-
ren’s drawings, collected in schools and institutions
throughout the world.

The upper level of the shrine holds an Eternal
Light (Ner Tamid) and its walls will be inlaid with
mementos from the children’s precious legacy. This
section will have a *“Book of the Lost” for names of
children lost in the Holocaust and a ‘““Book of the
Living” for children visiting the shrine. The pro-
found symbolism of the area, conducive to com-
memoration, contemplation and prayer will offer
inexhaustible opportunities to those seeking to
honor and perpetuate the memory of a child or
group of children, annihilated in the Holocaust.

The Memorial is endorsed by the Israeli Ministry
of Education, The Kibbutz Movement and the
Teachers’ Federation. Yitzhak Navon, Israel’s Min-
ister of Education, stated in this connection: “It is
our duty to support this unique project which will
link children, parents and teachers in Israel and
throughout the world.” It is the duty of all survivors,
indeed, of all Jews, to support this worthy project.
Only our generation who cherishes the memory of
these children, carries the will and vision to embark
on this vital task and the drive and determination to
bring it to completion. Only we, the survivors of
Bialystok, still dream of perpetuating the memory of
the dear children of our families and our city. They
truly deserveit.  The Israeli sponsors of The Living
Educational Memorial to the Child (Yad La-Yeled),
hope to elicit the spontaneous response from the
Jewish Community of the Diaspora. Survivors’
Groups throughout the United States, among them
“Wilno, Vicinity and Friends” have pledged their
support. Let us, Bialystokers, follow this example
and collectively or individually join the project. Let
us use this unique opportunity to create a niche of
love and remembrance for the children of Bialystok
in the heart of Israel. Let us pay tribute and rever-
ence to a lost generation. Those interested in the
project and wishing to obtain a brochure, describing
it please write to Dr. L.K. Gurdus, N.Y. Chairper-
son for Yad La-Yeled, at 180 West 58th St., New
York, N.Y. 10019 or call (212) 581-9219.

D

YIZKOR-MEMORIAL BOOK

You, your children and grandchildren must
possess the Bialystoker Memorial Book. Some
are still available. Price is $25. Please, contact
our office.

MY TRIP TO POLAND AND
VISIT TO BIALYSTOK

® By Zvi Klementynovski
Tel-Aviv

As a delegate of the World Federation of Pol-
ish Jews I visited Poland from April 14th till April 20
and participated there in the International Confer-
ence on the Holocaust and the dedication of the
newly erected monument at the infamous “Umsch-
lag Platz” in Warsaw. I also visited my home town
Bialystok.

On the 14th and 15th of April I attended the
International Conference whose subject of lectures
and debates was: “The Jewish and Polish struggle
and martyrology during the Nazi occupation.”
Among the organizers of the conference were: the
Central Investigation Committee of Nazi crimes, the
Polish Military Historical Institute and the Jewish
Historical Institute in Warsaw.

Professor J. Gutman of the University of Jerusa-
lem read a paper on the “Historical evaluation of the
Warsaw Ghetto Uprising.” Other Jewish historians
also delivered papers on the subject of the Ghetto
Uprising.

Some Polish professors underlined in their pap-
ers and speeches the ‘“great” cooperation which
allegedly existed between the Polish and Jewish
underground fighting organizations. According to
their statements the Polish “Armja Krajowa” deli-
vered arms to the Jewish Ghetto fighters as well as
other assistance.

Professor J. Gutman strongly rejected the untrue
and unsubstantiated assertion of help and support
given to the Jewish Ghetto fighters and denied the
existence of cooperation between the Polish and
Jewish underground activities.

The subject of alleged help (with rare exception)
from the Polish people to the Jews was subsequently
heatedly debated on all the other Polish-Jewish
meetings at the conference.

The Monument At The
“Umschlag Platz”

Similar speeches were heard at the unveiling of
the new monument at the Umschlag Platz, which
replaced the long despised gas station there. At the
Umschlag Platz hundreds of thousands of Jews were
tortured and brutalized and dehumanized and often
killed before they were put in cattle cars and sent to
Treblinka, where they were gassed and destroyed.

Haika Grossman a native of Bialystok who is
presently the vice speaker of the Israeli Knesset deli-
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REMEMBER THE CHILDREN OF BIALYSTOK

Among the cities of Poland with larger Jewish
concentrations, Bialystok was known as a closely
knit community with legendary social concerns,
charitable institutions and educational facilities. In
this industrial and affluent city, of eighty thousands
Jews among the hundred thousand inhabitants, the
welfare and education of children was one of the
utmost concerns. Famous for its good schools and
exemplar communal services, the city maintained
health care centers, welfare networks and
orphanages.

With the outbreak of World War II and the
consecutive Soviet and Nazi occupations, life of the
community was disrupted and became critical with
the second Nazi takeover in June, 1941. Dislocated
and confined to cramped ghetto quarters, the Jews
of Bialystok were joined by an influx from the imme-
diate vicinities, causing acute shortages in housing
and food supply. In this atmosphere of despair, the
Jewish community subjected to stern restrictions
and ordinances, was forced to curtail its communal
services. With increasing numbers of Jews, mur-
dered or deported by the Nazis, the budding hopes
for children came to a sudden halt. A new breed of
homeless and hungry orphans, roaming the streets,
succumbed to infectious diseases which took their
worst toll among them and spread to the entire child
population of the ghetto.

In the mammoth evacuation of the ghetto in
August, 1943 and the gas chambers of Treblinka,
most children perished. Few survived in bunkers,
forests or camps. The last twelve hundred Jewish
children of Bialystok were sent for a still mysterious
reason to the ghetto of Terezin, in Czechoslovakia,
from where they were eventually also deported to
Auschwitz.

Rescued from the Nazis was a group of eighty
children, vacationing in June, 1941 in Druskieniki,
who survived in Russia with their teacher Jacow
Tobias and afterwards reached Israel.

There is little doubt that each of us survivors of
the Holocaust, hailing from Bialystok, has inextrica-
ble ties with the murdered children and mourns
them. For me, it’s the children of my first cousins,
for others children of their immediate families or
friends. None of these children have graves or epi-
taphs. Their memory rests in our hearts but their
remains and ashes are scattered in the fields and
meadows adjoining the extermination camps in
which they were gassed, torched and buried alive.

Why are these innocents, the first to suffer, the
last to be remembered? There is no real answer. The

® By Dr. Luba Krugman Gurdus

only explanation is our still persisting pain which
prevents us from reconciling ourselves with the
irreparable loss.

The willful annihilation of one and a half million
Jewish children became the ultimate measure of
Nazi evil. It also was a clear indication that an entire
people was marked for extinction. We now sense the
extent of the damage inflicted upon world Jewry and
thus on the future and survival of Israel. This is why
Israel, rightly claiming great strides in commemo-
rating the Holocaust, should also have a fitting
memorial to the Children of the Holocaust, a living,
educational memorial, which would not only stir the
conscience of the world but unite it in tribute and
reverence to the martyrs.

Shimon Peres said in this connection. “Now, a
generation since the dark times of anguish and
bereavement, the scroll of the past begins to reveal
itself. This is not only a Holocaust of individuals, of
family losses, but a vast picture in which the individe
ual grief fuses with national mourning.”

Only last July, a shrine commemorating a Holo-
caust child was unveiled at Yad Vashem in Jerusa-
lem. “Yad Uziel” is, however, only symbolic and
evocative. We need a memorial which would help us
tackle the challenges of national rebirth and educate
the youth of Israel and the world to respect the
principles which are at the center of Jewish heritage:
the sanctity of life.

The Ghetto Fighters’ House (Beit Lohamei
Haghetaot), in Northern Galilee, has assumed this
responsibility and is about to embark upon building
a Living Educational Memorial to the Child (Yad
La-Yeled). This second largest Holocaust educa-
tional entity after Yad Vashem, founded in 1949 by
survivors, already claims a monumental museum,
internationally known for its unmatched collection
of Holocaust art and an amphitheatre which during
Yom Hashoa attracts thousands of visitors. The
most recent addition to its growing complex is a
Study Center for Educators, located in the vicinity
of the site, earmarked for the Memorial which prom-
ises to become a most meaningful gathering place
for the youth of the world.

The project, designed by Roman Halter, himself
a child of the Shoah, rests its thrust on commemora-
tion and education. The building consists of three
sections, a Memorial, Children’s Place and Exhibi-
tion Hall, reserved for lectures, concerts and sympo-
sia. All three levels are illuminated by stained glass
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LORRAINE A. ABRAHAM Esq., NIECE
TO MOLLY AND IZAAK RYBAL

I am a daughter of Bialystok, although I have
never set my eyes upon it. When I was growing up,
Bialystok was the Magic Kingdom — the Stadt-
zeiger was Big Ben and Neustadt, where my moth-
er’s family lived, was no less than Park Avenue.
Bialystok was the repository of happy memories of
the collective childhood of my mother, her brother
Oscar, her sister Dinah, her sister Molly — the baby
— and their dog Nero. The stories and legends, like
all oral history, grew and colored in the telling but to
this day I love to hear the stories of Zayde Fischel
and the Gypsies and the semi-sweet tales of the
earliest years of their immigration to the United
States.

My Aunt Molly was the first career woman I
knew. Unlike the other women in my world who
were just ‘“‘mothers,” she, dressed in beautiful
clothes and wearing exotic scents, went off to the
mysterious place called “‘the city’’ to work in a real
office. She lived in a world I did not know and I
thought her very glamourous.

Then one day, when I was about eight or nine,
my father arrived for the weekend (our family, like
countless others, had made our annual trek to the
Catskills) with the news that Aunt Molly was marry-
ing Uncle Jerry (as we call Izaak).

I remember their wedding vividly from a child’s
point of view — the bearded rebbe in his long, dark
coat on a hot, hot summer’s day; the four young men
holding the huppah before the window in my grand-
mother’s living room in Brownsville; and all the
delicious cookies my grandmother had made.

In the era that Uncle Jerry entered our lives I also
remember the discussions that went on in every
house that I was taken to, my aunts, uncles and
parents went through the litany of who had survived
the Holocaust and who had perished in the night-
mare that swept Europe. My Uncle Jerry was the
first Holocaust survivor I actually knew and he was
present when I first saw the tattooed numbers on the
white flesh of the forearm of a woman whose name |
do not now know.

That part of my uncle’s life was something we did
not always understand as children. It was dark, and
mysterious and very painful and threatened our safe
American world. On the last Thanksgiving that my
Uncle Oscar was alive — 1985 — we prevailed upon
him and Uncle Jerry to tell us and record for us, at
my cousin Bob’s request, the events of his journey

through Russia, escape to Paris, and finally, to
America. It was a glimpse of his life that made me
understand him better just as my Aunt Molly has
given me her childhood and enabled me to perceive
my mother’s. You can count on Molly for the
straight truth and the wonderfully humorous touch.

Uncle Jerry had little or no family of his own, so
he simply became a member of ours. I, my brother
Herman, my cousins Bob, Paul, Philip and Ginger
were privileged to have layers of family — an
extended family that nurtured and cared for us. Our
aunt and uncle were very much a part of our lives —
we shared many weekends and holidays, life’s cele-
brations and its tragedies.

As we have had children, some of whom are
present today: my cousin Bob’s daughter Jennifer,
my own sons Larry and Steve — they too were
allowed the sunshine of this volatile, dynamic and
extraordinarily loving couple.

We have come here today to honor my Tante
Malke and my Uncle Jerry as public people and to
acknowledge their contributions to society — their
efforts to provide a safe haven for our elderly, our
infirm and those just entering the world.

I invite you also to join me in acknowledging
their enormous worth as private people — generous
and caring people. They are two of the very few
people I know who have dedicated their lives to
helping others — who serve as a constant reminder
to us that there is charity in the world — that there is
self-sacrifice and that there are people to do the hard
things that life calls upon us to do. In my own
personal experience I have had to deal with illness
and death — they have given of their time and their
support and simply done what needed to be done
when I was unable to do it. I also know that to be
true of the other nieces and nephews.

I speak for all of us when I say that we are proud
to be theirs and to add our voices in recognizing the
enormity of their contribution to making the world a
finer and more caring place. We love you Molly and
Jerry and we wish you happiness and long life.

YIZKOR-MEMORIAL BOOK

You, your children and grandchildren must
possess the Bialystoker Memorial Book. Some
are still available. Price is $25. Please, contact
our office.
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“FROM HEART TO HEART”

® By Izaak Rybal

Dear Friends,

Several weeks ago there arrived in America Pro-
fessor Gershon Weiner, who informed us about the
memorial academy at Bar-Ilan University. It was
difficult for us, right after Passover, to go to Israel,
because of many commitments. But we did, how-
ever, decide to go.

Let us here, first of all, mention that years ago we
published an album about the Bialystoker Ghetto
with songs, such as “Rivkele di shabesdike” by Peys-
ach Kaplan; ‘“Markovtshizne,” the place where they
would bring the Jews of Bialystok for forced labor
and others. The book was printed once in Paris and
later in New York.

This album, as a Memorial Book, was geared to
memorialize Bialystok. I was in Bialystok three
times: in 1979, as a representative of the Polish Jews
of the world. (At that time Israel had no relations
with Poland). We were successful in arranging with
the Polish Government that pensions be paid to
those Jews, citizens of Poland, who had pension
rights before the war. The amount of the pension
was not important. Only the principle of equal rights
with Poles in America, who were receiving their
pensions. We also took a great interest of the Bialys-
toker cemetery. We located the monument to the
Pogrom of 1905 (the infamous “Green Thursday”
Pogrom) on Bagnovke. I contacted the Mayor of
Bialystok, gave him a larger sum of money, and they
erected the pogrom stone containing the 6 broken
parts. We also built a fence around the cemetery.
Many stones are missing, because they were taken to
be used as pavements between houses.

The last time I was in Bialystok, in 1986, there
were only six Jews left. Each year we send them aid.
The Bialystoker Jews in America do everything they
can for our countrymen. It is important to mention
that the first Jew from Bialystok was Simcha Tzfas,
who came to the U.S. in 1842. (Died in 1917, at the
age of 103 years).

Many Bialystoker Jews came after the First

From the Editors:

During his last trip to Israel, [zaak Rybal was invited to be
interviewed on the Yiddish radio program in Tel-Aviv. This
program is produced by Leah Shlanger. In the interview, Rybal
spoke about the Bialystoker Center and Home in New York and
about Bialystoker countrymen throughout the entire world. We
will publish the interview in the next issue of the “Bialystoker
Voice.”

World War and settled on the Lower East Side.
There they established, as in Bialystok, a shelter and
a house of Worship and an infirmary, and later,
when David Sohn arrived in 1921, we sent $100,000
to the Jewish community in Bialystok.

I had the honor of working along with David
Sohn for 30 years. In 1926 a small house was pur-
chased, and two years later, they began to erect a
home for the elderly. In 1931 they opened the Home
and around 20,000 people attended the celebration.
We, of Bialystok, may be justly proud of our Kosher
Jewish Home for the Bialystoker Jews in America,
with Jewish doctors and Jewish personnel.

In 1951, we published a Bialystoker album. For
thirty years I have been editing the “Bialystoker
Stimme,” which David Sohn, O”H, asked me to
continue for him. We want the Second Generation
also to know Bialystok. Therefore, the ‘“Bialystoker
Stimme”’ is bilingual — in Yiddish and in English.

Of course we are also doing a great deal for
Israel. We have erected two large projects in Kfar
Tabor. In Tel-Hashomer hospital, we have already
provided six projects, and last year we built a new,
large building in the Tel-Hashomer Hospital for 50
sick children, where their parents can look after
them. This is our responsibility to Israel.

Now I want to mention the “Memorial Book,”
edited by Itzkhok Shmulewitz, O”’H, with 400 pages
in Yiddish and 300 in English, which is the only book
of landsmanshaftn of such a scope. Thanks to Max
Ratner, we were able to gather the financial means to
print it, and now is not the time to describe what Mr.
Ratner, who is here today with us, provides for Israel
in the monetary sense.

It is a great honor for us to be together with you.
Today is the 20th time that [ am visiting Israel. And I
don’t come alone, but with a large group of Bialys-
toker and Grodner friends. We wish that we may be
granted many years of good health, to continue to
help Israel in good times, and the slogan, “The
People of Israel Lives” shall come true.

Bialystoker Memorial Book
Is Warmly Received
The Bialystoker Center in New York

continues to receive letters of warm praise
from landsleit and friends concerning the
monumental Bialystoker Memorial Book.
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“ONE REMEMBERS...”

® By Max Ratner
(Cleveland)

Dear Countrymen and Dear Assembled,

First I want to express my personal appreciation
to the Rena Costa Yiddish Department in Bar-Ilan
University for establishing the annual memorial
observation in Yiddish and for dedicating today’s
gathering to the destroyed Bialystoker community,
whose memory is so dear to us. At the same time [
wish to indicate our deep gratitude for the efforts of
the Department in providing a program, with such
feeling and understanding, to develop the knowl-
edge of our mother-tongue and its treasures for
future generations, the treasures of the language
which the first President of the State of Israel, Dr.
Chaim Weitzman called the language of the martyrs.

I want to tell you about my childhood years in
Bialystok,

I recall that in 1914, at the outbreak of the first
World War, 300 children of Bialystok were killed in
German bombings. In april, 1915, when the Ger-
mans occupied our city, they instituted forced-
schooling for all children from the age of 6 to 13
years. Our teachers were Germans in army uni-
forms, and in the afternoon hours, through illegal
ways, we studied Jewish subjects.

True, at that time the Germans behaved quite
friendly. In our house 2soldiers boarded for a period
of several years. I recall how they often brought us
gifts of chocolate. Everything suddenly changed
when the Germans lost the war and the Poles came
into power. The first Hebrew schools were opened
under the name of ““The First Hebrew School.” This
was the first school where they taught Hebrew in
Hebrew. Permit me to mention my teachers Moyshe
Levine, Leyb Fayans and Jacob Pat, may they rest in
peace. Mostly we studied without books, only
orally, from what the teacher would explain and
write. I remember how a love of Israel was
implanted in or hearts. It was in Bialystok where the
BIL’U was founded. The group of pioneers, who
founded Rishon Letziyon. When my parents mar-
ried in 1889, they decided to follow in the path of the
BILU-im and settle in Eretz Israel. The Russian
government, which permitted the first groups to
leave the country, did not allow the second, which
my parents belonged to. My father comes from Tik-
tin and my mother from a Rabbinic family near
Vilna. My grandfather taught in Volozhin and was a
close friend of the Bialystoker Rabbi, Rabbi Shmuel
Mohliver, who was one of the founders of BILU.

At that time we had large families and I was the

8th of ten. At three years of age, I started to attend
Cheyder, at five years, in Boyarsky’s Hebrew School
of the “Lovers of Zion,” at 7 we were already study-
ing a page of Gemora. I still have my notebooks,
filled with Moyshe Levine’s geography and Fayan-
ce’s history and literature.

When the war ended, my older brother had to
escape to America because they were on the verge of
arresting him for his revolutionary activities. A year
later, when the war broke out between communist
Russia and Poland, my two older brothers crossed
the boundary into Germany and there they received
legal American visas from a friendly American Con-
sul, and then they settled in Cleveland.

I remember our trip from Bialystok to Warsaw
and Danzig, how the Poles attacked Jews and tore
their beards. We children surrounded our father,
who stood in a corner throughout the entire trip. I
recall how I became Bar-mitzvah on board the ship,
and my father spent his last money to purchase some
pears in celebration.

Twelve days ago, when we observed the Passover
Seder, there were 90 members of our family, almost
all originally from Bialystok. It’s a continuation of
the tradition of our extended family dating back to
Bialystok, when from between 80 and 100 members
would gather at our Seder. For me it is another
example of the idea of unity.

Earlier we mentioned the Bialystoker Memorial
Book. I wish to express my fondest wish, that the
Second Generation of children of Bialystoker par-
ents should become acquainted with the life as it was
prior to the Holocaust and the battles that were
waged during the time of the Holocaust in our
beloved home town which is no more. May the
contents of the book act as a source of information
for their future lives, here in Israel as well as in
America.

It is our debt, we the survivors have to remind of
the past. In the spirit of this convention, we have
gathered — and several of us came from America —
especially to mark the 45 years since the Holocaust
in Bialystok.

Bialystoker Memorial Book
Is Warmly Received

The Bialystoker Center in New York
continues to receive letters of warm praise
from landsleit and friends concerning the
monumental Bialystoker Memorial Book.
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THE IMAGE OF ONE BIALYSTOKER

The Day of Remembrance dedicated to the
Holocaust and bravery is observed in the State of
Israel. But in Bar Ilan it is presented entirely in
Yiddish. Our current memorial service is dedicated
to the Jews of Bialystok. “In their lives and in their
death” — in their glorious life and in their tragic
death. Bialystok — the city of Rabbi Shmuel Moh-
liver of BIL’U (“‘to the House of Jacob let us go™)
and the “Lovers of Zion.” Bialystok — the city of
the “Bund” and of the Jewish Labor movements,
the city of exemplary Hebrew education, the first
city to offer “Hebrew in Hebrew’” schools in Russia
and Poland; the city of “The Dreamer,” Dr. Khaza-
novitch, who established the national library in Jer-
usalem; the city of Dr. Zamenhoff, who spun the
dream of people-brotherhood and unity through
one language, which he alone created — Esperanto.
Bialystok, the city, too, of Jacob Pat, in whose name
our annual memorial gathering takes place in Yid-
dish under the auspices of the Rena Costa Chair at
Bar Ilan University.

22 years ago, Jacob Pat left us. Pat, the genius of
the Yeshiva, and later the Bundist preacher and
tribune; Pat, the teacher of Hebrew and later the
builder of the secular Yiddish school system. He
began his communal work as a Hebrew writer and
later he enlarged this with numerous works in the
Yiddish language. Today’s academy is taking place
in his name and because of this, his wife, Frieda Pat,
from America has joined us.

Jacob Pat left for America on the eve of the
World War and remained there, devoting himself
body and soul to the labor movement, Yiddish cul-
ture and education as well as to the living remnants,
those who survived the Holocaust. It is recorded in
our notices that my words will be dedicated to ““One
Bialystoker Jew.” Thus we will mention only two of
his achievements. In 1948, after the war, he sum-
moned to New York the remainder of what was a
rich group of Yiddish writers, artists and creators in
Europe, and established the World Yiddish Culture
Congress. I, then a young student, witnessed the

Professor Gershon Weiner is the Head of the Yiddish
Department in Bar Ilan. Born in Vidz, near Vilna; raised
in Toronto (Canada); studied at the Yeshiva ‘“Rabeynu
Yitzkhok Elknonan”; PHD from Michigan University;
Rabbinic ordination from “Bet-Medresh L’Rabonim
b’Amerika.”” Was Dean of the Jewish Teachers Seminary
of Hertzliah in New York; Professor at Brandeis Univer-
sity; author of books and articles in English, Yiddish and
Hebrew. For the past six years, Professor of the Yiddish
Department in Bar-Ilan University.

® By Professor Gershon Weiner

moving opening. What I recall is the moment, when
the memorable interpreter of Yiddish art and folk-
song, Sidor Belarsky, sang for a Jewish audience for
the first time Papiernikov’s version of Bialik’s song,
“Under the little green trees of Poland, Moyshele
and Shloymele play no more.” Pat, who was the
chairman, could not control his emotions, broke
down and cried, and the audience of 5,000 Jews cried
with him.

With heartfelt sincerity Pat devoted himself to
the Holocaust survivors. He travelled to Poland,

L.R. Shosh Shocham, Izaak Rybal, Max Ratner,

Rena Costa, David Altman, Dir. Gen., Prof.
Gershon Weiner

and as a result of his efforts, they exhumed the
Ringelblum archives, which were placed in Yad
Vashem, in Jerusalem. This is the source of so many
documents and literary works of the Yiddish writers
and researchers who perished, and which appears in
print from year to year through Yad Vashem.

It is, therefore, meaningful for our annual mem-
orial academy to be associated with the name of
Jacob Pat, and it is certainly proper and fitting for
the Jew from Bialystok to be remembered at the
memorial gathering of the Bialystoker community.

PR
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Bialystok was the birthplace of the Bialystoker
genius, Jacob Pat, where he took his first steps as a
prominent labor leader, writer and educator.
Always, when standing as the head of labor in
Poland, as the leader of the Jewish Labor Commit-
tee in America and the Culture congress, he dedi-
cated himself to three goals: the labor movement,
the survivors of the Holocaust and Yiddish cultural
values.

The most touching moment occurred when
Efraim Kisler, one of the few Bialystoker Jews who
remained in Poland, mounted the stage. Now, a
resident of G’dansk, he came especially, with his
wife, to the academy. He read Leah Greenfeld’s
description, which appeared in the ‘“Bialystoker
Stimme™ about the death of the children in the
Bialystoker Ghetto.

Dr. Yekhezkal Mark of Bar-Ilan University,
sang the “E-1 Mole Rakhmim” (G-d full of compas-
sion), memorializing the martyrs of Bialystok and a
rich artistic program was presented. Songs of the
Bialystoker Ghetto were sung by the young singer
and student of the Yiddish Department, Ruth
Levine, daughter of the composer and singer Leyb
Levine of Chernowitz. She also sang H. Leivick’s
song “Yidn zingen ani maamin” (Jews sing ‘I
Believe’), with music composed by her deceased
father. The Dina Halperin Drama Group of the
Yiddish Department, under the artistic direction of
Benjamin Zemach, performed fragments of Itsik
Feffer’'s poem, “Shadows from the Warsaw
Ghetto,” with music by Max Helfman. In addition
to Ruth Levine, the following students also partici-
pated in the performance: Israel Gottesman, Yeal
Halevi, Esther Ziegelman, Aviva Khakhmon, Eynat
Shamir. The piano accompaniment was provided by
Ruth Degen.

At the impressive memorial academy for Bialys-
tok, the founding of an annual stipend for Holo-
caust Research at the Yiddish Department was
announced, which was established in the memory of
the well-known “Forward” journalist and editor of
the Bialystoker Memorial Book, Itzek Shmulewitz.
His widow, who came from New York to attend the
academy, also delivered that week, to the archives of
the University, her deceased husband’s rich archives
containing many documents and materials pertain-
ing to the holocaust period, for safe keeping.

* * *

Following the impressive memorial academy, a
reception took place in Bar-Ilan University for the
Bialystoker guests from abroad. The Chairman of
the reception was Professor Gershon Weiner, the
Head of the Yiddish Department at Bar-Ilan Uni-
versity. At the reception, Izaak Rybal thanked Bar-

Ilan University, and especially Professor Gershon
Weiner warmly, for arranging the memorable event.

Very moving were also the personal meetings
with landsleit who were attending a memorial
academy for the first time. Following the event,
Izaak Rybal and Max Ratner were literally besieged
by dozens of Bialystoker landsleit, who thanked
them for their impressive speeches and memories of
the old country, which they gave in Yiddish. Many
of the Bialystoker landsleit, who live in Israel,
assured the American guests that they hadn’t expe-
rienced such a gathering as this one for a very long
time.

— >0 —

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

The writer of the report, “The Memorial
Academy for the Jewish Community of Bialystok,
Joseph Kahan (Known as Kagan “back home’”) was
born in Bialystok in 1920. He studied in “Tachke-
muni Givoah”; graduated from the ‘“‘Hebrew High
School,” emigrated to Eretz Israel in 1938; studied
at the Technion in Haifa, Engineer; Masters in

Joseph Kahan (Kagan) Joseph Kahn (Kagan)
Retired, in Israel 1985 Leaving Bialystok, 1938

science, specialized in technical education; lecturer
on methods in technological subjects at Haifa’s
Technion and the Technological Center in Holon
(an annex of the Tel-Aviv University). During the
Second World War, he served in the Jewish Brigade
of the British Army. He retired in 1985.

He requests readers, who posses written mate-
rials or memoirs concerning the youth organization
“Hashomer Hadati” in the Bialystoker Ghetto
(1941-43) to send it to him at the following address:

Joseph Kahan,

Harav Nisenbaum Street, #5,
Bney-Brak, 51580

Israel
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THE BIALYSTOKER MEMORIAL
ACADEMY IN BAR ILAN UNIVERSITY

[Special correspondence for the “Bialystoker Stimme”]

A tradition was initiated in recent years at the
Yiddish Department in the name of Rena Costa of
Bar-Ilan University in Israel, which deserves the
attention of Holocaust survivors. On the 27th of
Nissan, the Day of Remembrance of the destruction
and heroism, a special academy takes place on cam-
pus, when we remember one of the once-famous
Jewish communities which were destroyed during
the Holocaust. Until now, such memorial academies
marked the memory of Lodz, Warsaw and Vilna. On
this year’s 27th of Nissan, Bialystok was chosen for
this memorial, Bialystok the famous Jewish com-
munity which counted 60,000 souls, and on the anni-
versary of the 45th year since its demise.

Some time before the beginning of the session,
the Argentina Hall on campus, with a capacity of
500 seats, had already been packed. At the start, all
standing places, too, were taken and many left for
lack of space.

In the audience one could naturally see many
people who originated from Bialystok, who came
purposely from all parts of the country, and
amongst them also the special delegation of Bialys-
toker “landsleit” from the United States. Also the
“Irgun Yotzey-ee Bialystok’ (the organization of
those who left Bialystok) was represented together
with its chairman, Zalman Yerushalmi. The ““‘Irgun
Yotzey-ee Bialystok™ in Israel took part in establish-
ing the institute jointly with the institute for Holo-
caust Research named for Arnold and Leona
Finkler.

All speeches were delivered in Yiddish and this
was the only institution where the memorials, which
took place throughout the entire country, was con-
ducted in the language of the martyrs. Bar-Ilan is
also the only university which conducts such a mem-
orial at all.

The principal address was mady by Professor
Moshe Mushkinsky, Professor of Jewish History at
the Tel-Aviv University, himself a descendant from
Bialystok, who is known for his great knowledge of
Jewish History. This was also evident in his serious
historical dissertation, which he delivered to the
audience.

“One remembers..,” was the theme of the greet-
ing by Max Ratner of Cleveland, well-known philan-
thropist and chairman of the Israel-American

e By ENGINEER JOSEPH KAHN

Chamber of Commerce. He, too, shared his per-
sonal memories of the Jewish Bialystok of 65 years
ago, when he left that city and crossed the ocean. He
did not, however, in all this time, ever cease being
concerned for his home city and for Bialystoker
Jews throughout the entire world.

Izaak Rybal, the editor of the ‘“Bialystoker
Stimme” and Executive Director of the Bialystoker
Home and Center, had, in his speech, alluded to the
activity of Bialystoker Jews everywhere and espe-

A,

A large group of Bialystoker attending the Day of
Remembrance at Bar Ilan University

cially in New York. He also spoke of the projects
which the Bialystoker realized in Israel.

Zalmen Yerushalmi, chairman of the Bialys-
toker Landsleit in Israel, well-known veteran of
Israel’s industry and honorary citizen of the city of
Tel-Aviv, described the accomplishments of the
Alliance and the part that the Bialystoker Jews
played in the growth of the State of Israel.

Professor Gershon Weiner, Head of the Yiddish
Department, dedicated his speech to the figure of
one Bialystoker — Jacob Pat, who deserved to be
remembered at the academy, also because the forum
in general is named for him thanks to the efforts of
his widow, Mrs. Frieda Pat. Mrs. Pat, too, came
from New York especially to participate in the mem-
orial academy devoted to the memory of Bialystok.
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THE HUGE HOUSE THAT JACK BUILT

The sobriquet given by its nationals to the large
island continent south of the equator is “The Lucky
Country.” That’s just what it’s been for many of the
immigrants who flocked there —among them survi-
vors of the Holocaust and other wartime refugees.

Among them was a young man by the name of
Jack Liberman, together with his brother Chaim, his
senior by two years, their wives and their children.

This week, Jack Liberman now 67, purchased
the Israeli government’s 75 per cent share in Paz Oil
Co. for $95 million through his holding company,
JGL investments.

Libermen forked out slightly less in 1986 when
he expanded his business interests to the U.S. and
bought out the close to 80-store New Your super-
market chain Victory Markets Inc. The company’s
food outlets operate under the name of Great Amer-
ican Food Stores.

Food and textiles have always been money-
makers for Liberman. Born in Krynke, near Bialys-
tok, in Poland, he was the son of the village baker.
He and his brother were rounded up by the Soviet
authorities and sent to Siberia for the duration of the
war. Afterwards, Chaim worked for a shortspellin a
tannery and Jack in a soap factory.

Then, like so many other refugees, they went to
Germany, and from there to Australia, arriving in
1949.

Their first business venture was in the sale of
clothing factory rejects, which gave them enough
capital to move into hosiery in 1954. by 1959, they
were the largest hosiery manufactures in the
country.

Over the next decade the brothers went into
plastics and property. The shopping list included a
car park and a cinema. Then, in the 1970’s they
started buying up public companies, mostly in the
textile, clothing and food sectors.

In the late 1970’s, Jack Liberman and his sons
Boris, now 42, and Leon, 41, bought out Chaim and
his son Maurice. No one is quite sure of the cost of
the split, but it was rumored to be around 40 million
Australian dollars.

JGL has occasionally embarked on joint ven-
tures with LCI, Chaim Liberman’s holding com-
pany as well as with other Australian post-war
millionaires Leon Fink, who controls a cinema
empire, and Leon and Les Lipkies, who are into
food and textiles. The Liberman brothers, Fink and
the Lipkies brothers are all from Krynke and are
related through family and marriage.

Jack Liberman has been hankering for some

® By GREER FAY CASHMAN

Jerusalem Post Reporter

time to get into Israel fuel industry, and it was
obviously worth $95m. for him to do so. It was an
affordable price — around a third of his estimated
personal assets and only a fraction of JGL’s annual
billion dollar-plus turnover.

Liberman is one of several Australian millio-
naires with investments in Israel. Other Australian
money is tied up here in travel, real estate develop-
ment, food, textiles and high technology.

ATTENTION ATTENTION

You May Now Receive
The BIALYSTOKER MEMORIAL
BOOK

At A Reduced Price

In order to enable
many more of our
landsleit and friends
to acquire the new monumental

Bialystoker Yizkor — Book

published by our Bialystoker Center in New York we
decided to sell the remaining small quantity of copies
at a reduced price. You may now obtain this great
work containing more than 700 pages in Yiddish and
English for $25.00, and we will forward it to you.

Procure this great Bialystoker Yizkor Book, for
yourself, your children and friends while some copies
are still available.

Please, mail your request for the book, and mail it
to the Bialystoker Center with enclosed check or
money order for $25.00 at the address below:

Please mail check and full address to:

BIALYSTOKER CENTER
228 East Broadway, N.Y.
Tel. (212) 475-7755
ATT: Mr. Izaak Rybal

Become Members of the Bialystoker Center
and Home for The Aged

R
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A BIALYSTOKER PAYS 95M. DOLLARS
FOR THE PAZ OIL Co. IN ISRAEL

DEAL KEPT A SECRET
FOR 10 DAYS

Profits at Paz Oil Co., the giant concern sold on
Monday to a private investor, may not even reach $2
million in 1987, primarily because of strict govern-
ment control of the oil industry, The Jerusalem Post
has learned.

Like that with the other two oil companies,
Delek Fuel Corp. and Sonol Ltd., Paz’s profitability
has been hurt by the government-imposed freeze in
the costs involved in the bringing petroleum to the
market — transportation, salaries and so forth.

But economic experts still believe that the price
of $95m. paid by Australian Jack Liberman for the
government’s 75 per cent stake in the company was
reasonable. They point out that based on what Gad
Ze’evi paid for his 25 per cent holding in the com-
pany three years ago, Liberman should have paid
$90m. but considering that the value of the dollar
has depreciated since then and that Liberman also
gained control of the concern, he even got a better
deal than Ze’evi.

In an interview at his office yesterday, Ze’ev
Refuah, head of the authority charged with selling
government companies, told The Post that another
important factor in determining the final price was
the uncertainty surrounding the Energy Ministry’s
proposed oil deregulation programme. An estimate
of the cost of this uncertainty was deducted from the
value of the company to achieve the final price, he
said.

Although Liberman met with Energy Minister
Moshe Shahal on Monday, the meeting was only for
‘“getting acquainted,” in Refuah’s words. The real
working meetings, he said, would take place next
month.

Liberman has been avoiding the press since the
agreement was signed. He even had his phone calls
screened yesterday at the Tel Aviv Hilton, where he
is staying. Refuah described him as a man ‘“who
doesn’t talk too much.”

According to sources at Pas, Liberman has not
even met with his partner in the company, Gad
Ze’evi.

The price issue, he said, has been settled a month
ago, but there were many other details to iron out.
Refuah said there were discussions and debates on
virtually every word in the 50-page contract. Negoti-

e By SHLOMO MAOZ
and JUDY MALTZ

ations almost broke down only minutes before the
official signing ceremony, because the purchasers
were unhappy with the definition of a certain term in
the contract.

The prices offered for Paz by the other two
Israeli bidders, Refuah said, were “‘very close’’ to the

one offered by Liberman. He said that even though
it was a profitable company, it was difficult to sell
because of its large size. To avoid this problem in the
future, Refuah said, it would be preferable to offer
the other larger government companies, earmarked
for privatization, on the stock-market rather than
sell them to private investors.

Although there is no indication of this in the Paz
deal, experts have expressed concern about a return
to the rapid buying and selling of investments in
Israel for purposes of speculation which occurred in
the years after 1967.
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IZAAK RYBAL VISITS THE TEL-
HASHOMER HOSPITAL IN ISRAEL

During his last visit to Israel, to the Memorial
Gathering at Bar-Ilan University, [zaak Rybal also
took the opportunity to visit the Tel-Hashomer
Hospital in Tel-Aviv. Mr. Rybal was invited by Dr.
Moshe Modai, to visit the outstanding project which
the Bialystoker Center and the Club of Grodner
Friends built last year. The project carries the names
of Michael and Hana Kremer and Joe and Sylvia
Dines.

After spending a little time in Dr. Modai’s office,
he asked the Chief of Public Relations Hillary
Meyer, to show Rybal the new facilities for the sick

L.R. Izaak Rybal, Hilary Meyer,
P.R. Dept. and Dr. Foor

The Physiotherapy Building

Trachtenberg Pavilion at Tel-Hashomer Hospital

children, that were installed in the building which
the people of Bialystok and Grodno built. Upon
entering the building, Mrs., Meyer introduced Rybal
to Dr. Shmuel Foor, the manager of the children’s
rehabilitation Center.

Izaak Rybal was very pleased by what he saw.
The Center contains the newest innovations and
apparati for physical therapy, to help the sick and
handicapped children. The families come there and
sit with the children during their treatment. This is
part of the physical and emotional development for
the children.

Mr. Rybal later expressed his appreciation to Dr.
Modai in the name of the people of Bialystok and
Grodno, for arranging the Center for sick children
in a manner that is a pride for the institution. He also
thanked Mrs. Meyer and Dr. Foor for their fine
reception and attentiveness.

Before leaving the Tel-Hashomer Hospital, Mr.
Rybal also visited the lovely park that Leon and
Dina Trachtenberg provided. There he met a group
of doctors and nurses, who come to the park to
escape, if only for a short time, from their difficult
labors. They expressed their deep appreciation and
acknowledgment to the people of Bialystok and
Grodno for their important contribution to the
health for the children of Israel.

BUY AND HELP US PUBLICIZE
THE NEW BIALYSTOKER
MEMORIAL BOOK
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FROM THE DESK OF OUR ADMINISTRATOR
| would like to share some thoughts and current

happenings pertaining to our Home.

Nursing Shortage

The United States, in general and the metropoli-
tan New York area in particular, is experiencing a
severe nursing shortage. In fact, the difficulty in
recruiting and retaining trained personnel, particu-
larly R.N.’s, is among the most pervasive and impor-
tant problems. facing health care providers.
Moreover, the issue is not one to be readily solved as
applications for baccalaureate programs have
dropped dramatically in the last five years, and
many seasoned professionals leave to join law
and/or accounting firms or find more lucrative posi-
tions in industry.

Our nursing home finds itself in competition, not
only with other nursing homes but with major hospi-
tals, for numbers from a limited pool of nursing
personnel. Fortunately the nurses at the Bialystoker
Home and Infirmary are not only knowledgeable,
but also kind and caring and have extended them-
selves on behalf of our patients, periodically work-
ing overtime or temporarily increasing their work
load as the need arises.

Heat Wave

This summer we experienced an unusually pro-
longed period of high temperatures and humidity.
Our aged population is at high risk during this kind
of weather and must be monitored for deviations
from their usual health status. Such changes have
the potential of being critical and even life threaten-
ing to the patients. Protecting against temperature
elevations within the facility and assuring patient
health are shared responsibilities as cooling equip-
ment and fans are kept functioning, blinds drawn,
adequate fluid intake encouraged, and vital signs
monitored. Under ordinary conditions our staff’s
standard of performance is to be admired; however,
the task of giving care becomes that much more
difficult in a building with few air conditioned areas.
For the good work, we say thanks.

New Lounge

The New York State Department of Health
recently approved our application requesting that
we convert a double bedded room on the third floor
into a lounge. The request also included changing a
room, formerly used for laundry sorting, into a
room accommodating two people. By being allowed

e By MYRA BAILIN

to make these modifications, we were able to assure
the same income from patient care days; and at the
same time, create a confortable recreation room in
the Health Related Facility, where none existed pre-
viously. Air-conditioning the lounge during the heat
wave and adding a television for entertainment
much improved the quality of life for the 22 residents
living on that floor. Shortly, we plan to decorate the
room to make it even more inviting.

The New Survey

The New York State Department of Health is
planning to overhaul the surveillance system they
now use to asses the care nursing homes provide.
Although many of the elements formerly used in the
survey will be included, the new focus is quality of
care and quality of life for the residents.

Quality of care is outcome oriented in that it
measures objective changes in the patient health
status.

Patients’ medical profiles will be used to identify
the likelihood of a particular problem. An in-depth
review, using the new guidelines, will be performed
to determine what difference did the service actually
make on the patient’s health. Surveyors will examine
the handling of certain risk factors to see if, in some
cases, functional abilities have improved as
expected; and in others, if deterioration was avoida-
ble. In other words, what were the outcomes of care.

Quality of life is more subjective in that it deals
with measuring patient satisfaction. Since a nursing
home becomes a substitute for an individual’s home,
these facilities, unlike hospitals, are expected to
accommodate other human needs beyond that of
health care. Therefore, the new process will also
attempt to measure the attributes of residential facil-
ities which are not associated with health needs —
dignity, choice, decision, privacy, security,
environment.

All long term care facilities will also be expected
to have quality assurance program throughout the
year to guarantee maintaining a certain level of per-
formance. This mandate would introduce a concept
similar to the quality control mechanism in industry
into nursing homes.

My husband Howard and my two sons, David
and Jeffrey, join me in wishing you and yours a very
Happy and Healthy New Year.
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Charles Schwecher and Rose Solasz

am awake and when I only dream about. Let us not
despair, though, today is a holiday. Today we honor
two lovely people — Izaak and Molly Rybal, whose
contribution to the act of remembrance, to the task
of not letting the world forget is gre ter than we
could express in words” — conc}déd Benjamin
Meed. S

Sam Solasz, president of the Bialystoker Center
and Home for the elderly then presented Izaak
Rybal with a citation in which [zaak’s great achieve-
ment in the support and maintenance of the Home
were duly acknowledged and praised.

Izaak and Molly also received 2 round-the-world
Airline tickets for them to enjoy.

“We have survived by the grace of the Almighty,
but the Bialystoker Home has survived to this day
thanks primarily to the efforts of Izaak and Molly —
said, in conclusion — Mr. Solasz.

The third presentation was given by N.Y. Assem-
blyman Sheldon Silver of the lower East Side. In his
remarks, Mr. Silver underscored Mr. Rybal’s contri-
butions not only to the Bialystoker Home but also to
the revitalization, restoration and the beautification
of our neighborhood and restored the Jewish pres-
ence on the lower East Side.

The Response of the Honorees,
Izaak and Molly Rybal

Molly and Izaak Rybal were visibly touched and
overcome with emotions, Molly thanked all the
guests for their love and support and promised to
continue working with all her heart for the benefit of
the Bialystoker Home.

[zaak Rybal, very movingly, responded in Yid-
dish, the tongue of the “‘Bialystoker Jidn.” He
thanked the “Board of Governors” for the honor
they bestowed upon him and his dear wife Molly
which made this day “The happiest day of his entire

Benjamin Meed

life.” His only request and condition was that the
entire income of the affair should be used for the
improvement and beautification of the Home” Mr.
Rybal thanked Mrs. Rose Solasz for accepting the
honor of “mistress of ceremonies’ for the banquet.
He also expressed his sincere thanks to Joe Dines
and Sol Krim for making this event so meaningful
and successful.

Finally Mr. Rybal expressed his delight and deep
appreciation to the Pisars who came especially from
Paris, who with their presence lent beauty and dig-
nity to the “Simcha’ nnnw.

In his closing remarks, Mike Kremer Vice presi-
dent of the Bialystoker Home thanked the guest
speaker, Dr. Samuel Pisar for his inspirational
speech.

“We, the survivors of the Holocaust, are proud
to have you among us and be counted as one of us”
— said Mr. Kremer. He thanked all the guests for
coming to the banquet to honor Molly and Izaak
Rybal, “Without whom this event would not have
been successful.”

The honor of making the Motzi was bestowed
upon the chairman of the Board of Governors, Cha-
rles Schwecher, who performed it most graciously.

The afternoon of the 15th of May shall long
remain in the hearts and minds of all the Bialystoker
and their friends a very memorable and happy event.

BUY AND HELP US
PUBLICIZE THE GREAT
NEW BIALYSTOKER
MEMORIAL BOOK
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speak fluently) 1 asked them how long they lived
there, “‘since the war’ was their reply.

“What has happened to the former inhabitants
of this house” I asked.

“Oh, they were all killed by the Nazis” — they
replied.

“Al of them”? — I asked again.

“Yes, all of them, except one little boy.

“We have read about him in the papers.

He supposedly lives in America, in Washington,
now.

My words stuck-in my throat, and I couldn’t
utter a sound.

I couldn’t gather enough strength to enter my
home where I was born.

I returned to my car, looking aimlessly at the thin

Max Ratner and Dr. Samuel Pisar

smoke coming out of the same oven where my
mother prepared her meals for us, I asked the driver
to return to Warsaw. For the last time I turned
around to take a finallook at the place, and the town
where Jewish people live no more.

A Successful Appeal

Simon Rogove of the Bialystoker Home initially
conducted the appeal. Before that he thanked Dr.
Pisar for his inspiring speech. He also expressed his
great respect and admiration for Izaak and Molly
Rybal, whose energies and efforts brought comfort
and respectability to the elderly in the Bialystoker
Home.

The appeal was conducted by the president of the
Home, Sam Solasz together with the Chairman of
the Board, Sol Krim. As a result of their appeal over
one hundred thousand dollars was realized in honor
of Izaak and Molly. Sol Krim mentioned also that
usually at previous banquets on behalf of the Bialys-

toker Home the best “appeal maker’” has always
been Izaak Rybal.

True to his mission Izaak Rybal also this time
joined the appeal makers and contributed greatly to
the success of the appeal.

Judge Lorraine Abraham, a niece of the Rybals
greeted the honorees in the name of the family.

“I have never been to Bialystok, but I always
have felt like one of the Bialystokers. For me, Bialys-
tok has always been the magic kindgom, our own
wonderland. When I was 8 years old my father
announced that my aunt Molly (the youngest sister
of my mother) will marry uncle Jerry (Izaak) at the
home of my grandma in Bronsville. Today, 40 years
later we are extremely happy to honor my aunt and
uncle as the beloved leaders in the Jewish commun-

Roée and Sam Solasz |

ity, who devoted their entire life for the benefit and
well being of the Bialystoker Home’’ and wish them
many, many more years of good health and success.

Honorary awards and Congratulatory
Messages

Izaak Rybalowski received many awards and
presents. Benjamin Meed, president of the American
Gathering/Federation of Jewish Holocaust survi-
vors and Solomon Zynstein, its chairman of the
board presented a beautiful plaque to the honoree.
In his accompanying remarks Benjamin Meed said.

“We, the survivors of the Holocaust worry about
how the forthcoming generations shall remember
the wold of our days after the last of our people shall
have been gone. Will they remember our way of life,
our homes, our cities, will they remember. Jewish
Warsaw, Jewish Bialystok, Jewish Grodno, Lodz
and thousands of others, will they comprehend what
we and they have lost forever? I still wonder when I
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with his people in his home town Bialystok. ““After
50 years since the greatest catastrophe in Jewish
history, we suddenly say to each other, yes, Bialys-
tok is alive. I see here so many familiar faces, Bialys-
toker faces who came together from the four corners
of the world to share mutual emotions, mutual
reminiscences, mutual sentiments.”

“I was asked to speak in English but how could I
do it when my mind and heart is now in my birth-
place, in Bialystok where every Jew spoke Yiddish,
the succulent Yiddish language. I shall therefore
address you in the beautiful Bialystoker Yiddish,”
the language of mine and your parents, your grand-
parents, the language spoken by our teachers, our
artists on the stage, our artisans. I shall speak to you
the language of our martyrs, the language of a world

Simon Rogove

gone forever, which however remains alive in the
world of Sholem-Aleichem, Peretz, Mendele and
Bashevitz-Singer. In the world so brutally destroyed
by Hitler and Stalin.”

“We gathered here today to honor two very dear
and very special people — this outstanding couple
— Izaak and Molly Rybalowski. They are not just
two people, they are two symbols, two living person-
ifications of Bialystok.

For 40 years they endeavored to bring back to
life the Bialystok of lore, a city which lostit’s Jewish
physical existence, but remained alive in our memo-
ries, which became an unending heart-rending
cemetery.”

“The Rybals accomplished this with their unsel-
fish work for this institution, known as the Bialys-
toker Center and Home for the elderly and infirmed
people. A Home which watched those people, cared
for their health and tried hard to restore them to
physical fitness and to revive their spirit. The Rybals
also cared for the revival of the spirit of their des-

troyed city of Bialystok. Izaak Rybal published the
“Bialystoker Album” in the early fifties, which
became a monument to the history of Bialystok.
Together with Max Ratner and the late Icek Shmu-
levits, Izaak Rybal published the ‘“Bialystok Yizkor
Book.” The Rybals devoted the last 40 years of their
life to the task of remembrance and survival.
Through the “Bialystoker Stimme” the Rybals are
keeping alive the saga of Bialystok. Like Toledo of
Spain which remained vivid during the golden epoch
of 500 years history of Spanish Jewry, so will Bialys-
tok remain alive for the next 500 years thanks to the
efforts of the Rybals.”

“To express our thanks, our love and our appre-
ciation and recognition for all the work done by the
Rybals is by keeping the memory of Bialystok alive.

Joseph Dobryman

The best way of doing it is bearing witness as the
youngest survivor of Bialystok who went through
hell from the beginning to the end. And the best way
to express my thoughts will be not in the vernacular
of a graduate of the most prominent universities but
as a young man, who saw the light of life in Bialystok
and should have had given up his life in Auschwitz at
the age of thirteen.

The best way of doing it will be by reading a few
excerpts from my book “Of Blood and Hope.”

After reading a chapter of his experiences during
the war Dr. Pisar told the audience about a visit of
his, many years back in Bialystok.

“With a group of American U.S. Senators
including Sen. Jacob Javits we went on a mission to
Moscow, Prague, Budapest and Warsaw. In War-
saw, the American Ambassador lent me his automo-
bile for my trip to Bialystok, I remember having
difficulties to turn in into the courtyard of my birth-
place home. A group of Polish children and adults
surrounded us. In my native tongue (which I still
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Rabbi Itzchak Singer, Assemblyman Sheldon Silver
and others. A congratulatory telegram from Sena-
tor Daniel Patrick Moyniham has been read by the
chairperson, Rose Solasz.

The festivities began with the singing of the
National Anthems of the U.S.A. and Israel. Rabbi
Itzchak Singer, spiritual leader of the Bialystoker
Shul delivered the invocation in which he thanked
the Almighty for the existence of the Home, where
elderly people are being cared for and emphasized
the efforts and merits of the Rybals in execution of
their jobs at the Bialystoker Center and wished them
many more years of active life.

Joseph Dobryman of Skokie, Illinois brought
greetings and good wishes from the Chicago-
Bialystoker landsleit. “The humane and homey

Lorraine A. Abraham, Esq.

treatment of elderly people by an institution or indi-
vidual is the moral assay of its right of existence.”

And the Rybals, whom Mr. Dobryman des-
cribed as “Mister and mistress Bialystok” passed the
test with flying colors.

The administrator of the Home, Mrs. Myra Bai-
lin greeted the Rybals in the name of the technical
personnel of the Home. Mrs. Bailin told of the long
hours, devotion and attention that the Executive
Director, [zaak Rybal, spends each day for the com-
fort of the residents, at the same time she thanked
Molly for her voluntary work done for the Home
and for the moral support Molly renders her hus-
band in his arduous and devoted work for the
benefit of the Home.

Dr. Albert Khaski, the Medical director of the
Home underlined the uniqueness of the Bialystoker
Home, which makes the inhabitants of the Center
feel homey in addition to the excellent medical care
given to them. The homeyness and friendly atmos-
phere is largely due to the fatherly care given to all by

the Executive Director of the Home, the distin-
guished honoree, Izaak Rybal.

Hirsh Feigin, the honorary president of the Bia-
lystoker society in Argentine greeted the gathering
in Yiddish and wished the Rybals, who were very
popular among the Bialystoker and Grodner lands-
leit in Argentine, success in their work for the benefit
of the residents of the Home.

Max Ratner from Cleveland, Ohio, accentuated
the noble activities of the Rybals and the achieve-
ments of the Bialystoker Center here and abroad,
especially in the State of Israel.

Mr. Ratner then introduced the main speaker of
the afternoon, Dr. Samuel Pisar and his wife, Judith
who came specially from Paris to honor the Rybals.
Dr. Pisar was only 13 years old when the German

Myra Bailin, Administrator

Nazi Hordes liquidated the Bialystoker Ghetto.
Upon his liberation from Auschwitz, when he ran
away on the deadly march after the evaluation of the
camp by the Germans, he encountered an American
tank detachment who brought himto the D.P. camp
in Ladsberg. After a stormy period in his life he
turned afterwards to learning and study, received
doctorates from Harvard and Paris Universities,
became an American citizen by a special act of U.S.
Congress, he became a member of the bar in N.Y.
Paris and London and special advisor to the
Governments of U.S.A., France, U.S.S.R. and
Israel, and for the International Olympic Committe.
Dr. Pisar is the author of many professional books
and his autobiography “Of Blood and Hope” which
became an international best seller.

Sam Pisar’s Speech

Dr. Pisar thanked Max Ratner for his introduc-
tion and said that suddenly he felt like being together
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BIALYSTOKER GENTER & HOME HONORS
IZAAK AND MOLLY RYBAL MARKING THEIR
40TH JUBILEE AT A TESTIMONIAL DINNER

Bialystoker compatriots from all over the
world have come to honor the Rybals. — Dr.
Samuel Pisar main speaker of the event. Izaak
and Molly named Mr. and Mrs. Bialystok. One
hundred thousand dollars for the beautification
of the Bialystoker Home raised at the banquet.

The Bialystoker Center and Home for the
elderly has in the past undertaken several projects
for the State of Israel, the latest one in: Tel-
Hashomer Hospital.

The “Board of Governors” of the Home decided
this year to do ““something’’ about the Home locally.
they embarked on a triple project, namely:

1) To honor their Executive director Izaak Ryba-
lowski and his wife Molly on the occasion of their
40th anniversary of their association and work for
the Home.

2) To observe and congratulate the Rybals on
their 40th wedding anniversary.

And to use the entire income from the banquet,
including the income from the appeal for the reha-
bilitation and beautification of the Home in New
York.

The festive banquet took place the 15th of May
1988 at the Waldorf-Astoria Hotel in New York.
Over 300 Bialystoker Landsleit from all over the
world, as well as representatives of many Jewish
organizations, in which Izaak Rybal has been active,
gathered there to pay tribute to the Rybals.

Among the distinguished guests were: The Inter-
national lawyer and Bialystoker compatriot (Lands-
man) Dr. Samuel Pisar and his wife, Judith.

The vice-speaker of the Israeli Knesset, former
Bialystoker Ghetto fighter and partisan, Haika
Grossman.

The honorable judge, Loraine Abraham, a niece
of the Rybals.

® By A. Schreiber

Hirsh Feigin from Argentine.

Joseph Dobryman and his wife Nettie from
Chicago.

Max Ratner and his wife Betty from Cleveland.
The banquet was chaired by the popular “First Lady
of the Bialystoker Center and Home,” Mrs. Rose

Dr. Samuel Pisar, Esq.

Solasz, who introduced all the speakers and guests
from abroad and the representatives of New York’s
Jewish Organizations; Benjamin Meed and Hirsh
Altusky, president and vice-president of
“WAGRO,” Sam Bloch, president of Bergen-Belsen
association, Solomon Zynstein, president of “MAS-
ADA” and others.

Also present were the entire administration of
the Bialystoker Home: The President Sam Solasz,
the Vice presidents Mike Kremer and Joseph Dines
with their wives, the administrator Myra Bailin and
husband, the Medical director, Dr. Albert Khaski,
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SAMUEL PISAR EMBODIES THE MIRACLE
OF REDEMPTION OF HOLOCAUST SURVIVORS

Samuel Pisar, who will be honored at the fourth
Annual Elie Wiesel Holocaust Remembrance
Award Dinner on December 4th in New York,
embodies in his survival and his subsequent life the
miracle of redemption of all Holocaust Survivors.

At the age of 16, this young native of Bialystok,
Poland came out of the darkest hell of Auschwitz
and other Nazi death camps without a scar on his
humanity or on his spiritual strength. He emerged
from the bottomless abyss and the monstrous inhu-
manity of man to man with his morals undimin-
ished, with his profound compassion untouched,
healthy in mind, strong in spirit.

From Abyss To Sublime Heights

From the abyss of the most atrocious sufferings
ever afflicted by people on other people, Pisar then
rose to amazing human attainments as a Harvard
University scholar and educator, as an international
lawyer, as a political statesman striving for peace,
for bettering the human condition, for alleviating
human suffering.

Hovering over everything in his mind, however,
was the ghost of his native city, the great and glor-
ious Jewish community of Bialystok — a commun-
ity of Jews struggling for a living, creating abundant
spiritual and material values and imbued with the
highest Jewish inspiration, ideas and ideals.

Of 60,000 Jews, 9 Remained

Today, Bialystok is a ghost town on the Jewish-
empty map of Poland. When Sam Pisar visited the
town in 1960, he was told by the Polish residents who
occupy the house formerly inhabited by his family
that of the 60,000 Jews in Bialystok, only nine
remain alive. All the others were killed by the
Germans.

A brilliant and diligent student, not only at Har-
vard University but also in the “university”’ of
Auschwitz, he learned the lesson that the only hope
for the Jewish people, for securing its very survival,
lies in its own sovereign state in its own country.

Samuel Pisar’s remarkable book, perhaps the
best of its kind, is aptly named “Of Blood and
Hope” — the blood, oceans of it, spilled mercilessly
by the Germans; the hope is the Jewish State.

The State Makes The Difference

Pisar writes in his book: ““The transformation (of
the Jewish national character) has been made inevit-
able by the martyrdom of the ghettos and camps.
After that, to bury one’s head defenselessly on the
chopping block of history and hope that some for-

® By Dr. Hillel Seidman

eign power will come mercifully to the rescue would
have been criminal folly... a deafness and blindness
to the obvious lessons of the past.”

Pisar wonders how the German Wehrmacht, the
army of the killers of men, women and children,
“will explain to themselves the strategic genius dem-
onstrated by Israeli officers and the skill and cour-
age shown by Israel’s jet pilots and tank crews — the
same Jews who had been led to slaughter in
Treblinka.”

Pisar, like everyone else, knows the answer: the
difference is made by the Jewish State, with itsarmy
and all its attributes of statehood.

Pragmatic Conclusions

Pisar is not a theoretician. An inmate of death
camps and a product of academia, he is “both a
speaker of words and a doer of deeds,” in Homer’s
words.

There are many areas of Pisar’s remarkable
activities. They encompass international endeavors,
negotiations for peaceful relations and commerce
between nations.

However, his most ardent efforts are in behalf of
the State of Israel. There he is driven by his expe-
rience. His fiery motivation is animated by his pain-
ful past under Teutonic satanic cruelty.

One of the main channels of this support is the
Israel Bond campaign, which will sponsor the dinner
in his honor. This instrument of the historic partner-
ship of American Jewry with the people of Israel in
the upbuilding of the Holy Land is for Pisar a main
vehicle for implementing his ardent devotion to the
Jewish people and the Jewish State.

It is most appropriate that Pisar is being honored
at the international gathering of Survivors on
December 4th.

The Bialystoker flame, which placed its remar-
kable and durable stamp on the Jewish East Side,
the cradle of the Jewish immigration to America, is
entitled to be proud of its native son, who came out
of the German Gehenna to serve his people and
humanity, and particularly the state of Israel.

Publisheda by the Bialystoker Center
228 East Brcadway, New York City
Editorial Committee — lzaak Rybal, Editor
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Key leaders of the international committee planning the fourth annual Elie Wiesel Holocaust
Remembrance Award Dinner in honor of Samuel Pisar of Paris on December 4th in New York are
shown at a reception which launched the international effort. (Left to right) Miles Lerman of
Vineland, N.J., General Chairman of the dinner; Brig. Gen (Res.) Yehudah Halevy, President and
CEO of the Israel Bond Organization, who hosted the reception with Mrs. Halevy; Mr. Pisar; Ben
Meed of New York, 1987 recipient of the award, who is serving as Dinner Chairman; and Sigmund
Strochlitz of New London, Connecticut, 1986 recipient, who is serving as Chairman, Special Pro-
jects for this year’s dinner. More than 100 leaders of the Holocaust Survivors movement in the
Greater New York area attended the opening reception. (See article on reverse side.)





