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S. BERTRAM INC.

Distributors of

“FRESH FARM EGGS”
DAIRY AND INSTITUTIONAL PRODUCTS

329 Greenwich Street
New York, N.Y. 10013
925-6500

(718) 232-0066 (800) 258-8680

MED-PART

Replacement Parts for All Medical Equipment

62 Avenue O
Israel Minzer Brooklyn, N.Y. 11204
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Medical Transportation Ambulance Corp.

732-2330

ML AL 24 Hr. Service
* 212 EAST TENTH ST.
CERTIFIED NEW YORK, N. Y. 10003

ABETTA AMBULETTE SERVICE, INC.

673-1275

212 EAST TENTH ST.
NEW YORK. N. Y. 10003

GRAMERCY
CHAPELS, Inc.

Established 1907

ABRAHAM BLAU

Gramercy Chapels, Inc.

PARKWAY-SCHWARTZ

Gramercy Chapels, Inc.

ZION MEMORIAL

Gramercy Chapels, Inc.

SERVICES CONDUCTED THROUGHOUT THE
METROPOLITAN AREA INCLUDING BERGEN,
NASSAU, ROCKLAND, AND WESTCHESTER
COUNTIES.

DADE, BROWARD & PALM BEACH COUNTIES IN
FLORIDA.

477 - 6334

LOCAL NUMBERS IN FLORIDA

MIAMI — MIAMI BEACH 868-1029
FT. LAUDERDALE AREA 463-8844
WEST PALM BEACH AREA 833-3388

EXECUTIVE OFFICES
152 SECOND AVENUE

NEW YORK, N.Y. 10003
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516-623-8118

24 Hr. Emergency Service
Cat Specialists

516-623-9064
170 Babylon Tpke.
ROOSEVELT, NEW YORK
11575

DIESEL SYSTEMS

Complete Engine-Generator
Systems Sales-Service

Dahl Fuel Filters-
Water Separators

RICHARD DEXTER RONALD JOHNSON

FIRE EXTINGUISHER SERVICE INC.

A Div. of Fresco Extinguisher Inc.

75 MURRAY STREET
NEW YORK, N.Y. 10007
TELEPHONE: 227-2189

Compliments of . . .

POMERANTZ PAPER CORP.

/2

350-37th Street
Brooklyn, N.Y. 11232
718-499-2722

KOBRICKS COFFEE CO.,
INC.

693 Henderson Street
Jersey City, N.J. 07302

(212) 473-4810

KOSSAR'’S

BIALYSTOKER KUCHEN
BAKERY, Inc.

367 Grand Street
New York, N.Y. 10002

(212) 674-9747
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PRK SURGICAL CO. INC.

fvay PETER A. DUBE, R.Ph.
SURGICAL - MEDICAL SALES

800 633-7878
718 436-9200

5001 New UTRECHT AVENUE
BROOKLYN, N.Y. 11219

Compliments of

Jack M. Rosenberg,
Pharm. D., Ph.d., P.C.

(718) 948-3799 NYC Fire Department Certified

ROBERT A. ORLANDO

Licensed Fire Drill Conductor
Safety & Fire Consultants, Inc., N.Y.

® Fire Drills & Personnel Training
® Fire & Safety Control Programs
® Assistance with New York City,

New York State & J.C.A.H. Regulations Compliance

For Medical Facilities, Schools, Commercial,
Office and High Rise Buildings

Mazur Bros & Jaffe

Fish Co., Inc.

232-234 Front St.

New York, N.Y. 10038-2086

LUMBER — PLYWOOD — FORMICA — DRYWALL PRODUCTS

WINDOWS — DOORS — HARDWARE — ROOFING SUPPLIES

404 West 15th Street
New York City, NY 10011
777-1150

532 La Guardia Place,
New York City, NY 10012
777-1474

—
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OR7-5588

fbai'zy c/?utau.zant and Ba£¢1y

CATERING FACILITIES
FOR ALL OCCASIONS

138 DELANCEY STREET
NEW YORK, N. Y. 10002

Compliments of

Gnesin Safety Group Service Inc.

93 Worth Street
New York, N.Y. 10013
Tel. (718) 925-9210

Workers’ Compensation Specialists for the Nursing

Home Industry

“ MEMBER GREAT NECK CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

MEMBER L.I. PEST CONTROL ASSOCIATION
NEMBER NATIONAL PEST CONTROL ASSOCIATION

VINS
XTERMINATING CO., INC.

DAVID FERGUSON 91 STEAMBOAT ROAD

726-2870

SEAVIEW AIR CONDITIONING CO., INC.

h o CS‘a/EA un(f CSE'LUL g 4

111 Eighth Avenue
New York, N.Y. 10011

STEVEN FALCO
President

PRESIDENT P.O. BOX 1010
76-08 21sTt AVENUE
(516) 487-4511 GREAT NECK’ N.Y. RALPH DE RISO EAST ELMHURST, N.Y. 11370
(718) 224-5753 11024
212-924-3241 629-2735 444-6475
CAPITAL SUPPLY COMPANY F. NORTMAN CORP.
Building Maintenance Supplies Institutional Groceries - Condiments

Caterers’ Supplies Our Specialty
Restaurants - Hotels - Institutions Supplied

894 E. 52 Street
Brooklyn, N.Y. 11203

Harvey Nortman Bella Nortman

= (212) 475-2050

The family name and heritage,
for generations, a source of
strength and comfort
to the Jewish community.

mars Bivd. (718) 274-1050 FLORIDA: pade County (305) 947-2229;
Broward Cou....

BRONX: 1439 Unionport Road at Parkchester (21 2) 892-9400
BROOKLYN: 1700 Coney Island Avenue (718) 377-4848
WESTCHESTER: 1091 Yonkers Avenue (914) 237-3300
MONTICELLO: 186 Broadway (914) 794-7474
QUEENS: 38-08 Dit-

(2N5) 925-2209; Palm Beach County (305) 684-7779

I
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Morris Steinberg
Registered Representative

MONY POKUR CHICKEN CORP.

The Mutual Life Insurance C of New York
350 Jericho Turnpike, Jericho, New York 11753 Wholesale Meat & Poultry Co. Inc.
(212) 895-0297 - (516) 935-3521 61 - 2nd Street

Mineola, New York 11501

Howard J. Busloff, CLU

Registered Representative

(916) 294-1100

MONY

The Mutual Life Insurance Company of New York »
350 Jericho Turnpike, Jericho, New York 11753
Bus.: (516) 935-3521 - (212) 895-0297 - Res.: (516) 822-3088

WA7-5010 LO8-5360

BLOCH & FALK, INC.
Kosher Meats & Provisions
4100 Broadway
New York, N.Y. 10032

71-43 Austin Street
Forest Hills
261-4864
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COMPLIMENTS
OF
LOEB & TROPER

Certified Public Accountants

270 Madison Avenue
New York, N.Y. 10016

212-889-7880

Raycar Fuel
Oil Co.

Div. Of
ELM-TREMONT
FUEL CORPORATION

“We Make Warm Friends”

— 2-4-6 Fuel Oil —
— Oil Burner Service & Installation —
— Gas Installation —
— Service and Parts —

66-31 Grand Avenue
Maspeth, New York 11378
718-507-8700

320 Coster Street
Bronx, N.Y. 10474

931-6000

Michael Shepard
General Manager

April, 1988
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B.J.&S. BAKERY

155 Division Avenue
Brooklyn, New York 11211
Telephone: (718) ST 2-0180

Closed On Saturdays

Travel = Package Tours = Hotel Reservations

Israel, Europe, South America, & World Wide,
Also the United States, Mexico & Caribbean

Organizers of 5th Bialystoker Tour to Israel in 1983
Moving to Israel — Contact Mrs. Rosenthal for:

Appliances, Crating, Shipping & Insurance at the
most reasonable rates.

For all your needs contact one of the oldest &
most reliable travel agencies:

MAX ROSENTHAL
TRAVEL BUREAU, INC.

853 Broadway (near 14th Street)
New York, N.Y. 10003 (Room 410)

Closed Saturdays & Holidays; Open Sundays

HARDWARE MART

244-6 W. 14th Street
New York, N.Y. 10011
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SUPPLIES FOR THE
NURSE’S STATION

THE HEART OF THE
HOSPITAL

MACROBIOTICS INC.,,

P.O. BOX 78, WHITESTONE, N.Y. 11357

Kirschenbaum

BFOQS. IﬂC Westminster Chapels.

212/859-2020

516/485-4515
In Florida, a principal of

. ﬁh """" Broward — 305/742-6000
% Dade — 305/861-7301
IlapeIcS Palm Beach — 305/833-0887

Executive Offices: 1153 Coney Island Avenue & Avenue H
Brooklyn, NY 11230

Services available in all communities.

TEL: OR3-3860

M. SCHAMES & SON
DISTRIBUTORS OF
PAINT & WALLPAPER

3 ESSEX STREET

Michael Schames NEW YORK, N.Y. 10002

TEL: 718-271-5800

Senator Supply Co.
45-13 — 108TH STREET
CORONA, N.Y. 11368

JACK LAZEAR

STATIONERY SUPPLIES SALES MANAGER

Norman Pachtman
President

©

Choice [k Center, nc

Choice Surgical Supply,
Inc.

303 Central Avenue
Lawrence, N.Y. 11559

(516) 569-6144
(212) 471-2261
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July 20th we went back to central park. Zubin
Mehta conducted the New York Philharmonic. We
brought dinner for seven people in wheelchairs, five
ambulatory and staff.

The opera and concerts were marvelous but what
enchanted the patients most, was the park itself. The
sunsets, the stars appearing in the sky, the beautiful
trees, the thousands of people, sitting on the grass
around them and the trips back, through streets
humming with New York life.

On August 6th we went to the South Street Sea-
port with five ambulatory and six people in wheel-
chairs. It was a beautiful summer evening, we sat
right near the water. Hundreds of lit up ships were
going by and we could see the Statue of Liberty in
the distance. The patients marvelled at the “way
out” clothes in the store windows and the prices in
the restaurants. They decided that we were smart to
bring our own dinner and that shopping on the
lower East Side was better.

On August 31st we went to an all Gershwin con-
cert in Damrosh Park. This time we had an early
dinner at Home and brought light refreshments fo1
intermissions. We took fourteen people (six ambula-
tory and eight in wheelchairs) everyone enjoyed the
music, people sang along with the familiar tunes
from “Porgy and Bess,” they admired the flowers
and the sculpture and were impressed by Lincoln
Center at night.

On December Ist we went to a dance concert
sponsored by Hai, at Davis Hall, at City College
uptown, with thirteen people in wheelchairs and
nine ambulatory, we really filled the bus.

Although we had an aide or an orderly with us on
each trip, none of these trips would have been possi-
ble without the help of the Hai driver, dispatcher
and the Hai volunteers who waited for us at our
destination and helped push the beds, wheelchairs
and support the ambulatory people. Front row seats
were reserved for us, portable toilets were installed
where necessary, and the kindness of Hai staff made
everyone comfortable and secure in strange
surroundings.

We would like to thank two people who helped
on some of these trips as volunteers: Carl Ambrose,
whose mother is a patient at the Home and Kathy
Lacaille, an Aide.

We also went out on our own:

1) Bialystoker Concert at Lincoln Center, on
September Thirteenth, to which we brought four
people in wheelchairs and four ambulatory.

2) On December 9th four patients went with the
social worker and the director of activities to a
Patients Rights Conference, sponsored by the Coali-
tion of the Aged and Disabled.

OUR INSTITUTION

MOOS CHITIM

The age old tradition of “Moos Chitim™ is
observed at the Bialystoker Center and Home for
the Aged with as much care as our other traditions.
The contributions that we receive from our generous
members and friends help us to provide all the neces-
sities for our elderly residents to joyfully celebrate
the Pesach Festival.

Simultaneously, we do not overlook the needy in
our community. Ready assistance is provided to all
those who are in need. Importantly, we send money
to our landsleit who still live in Bialystok and to
Israel.

PASSOVER

Our Home for the Aged takes great pride in the
tradition sedorim which are conducted each year by
a well known cantor. This year the sedorim will be
conducted on the nights of Friday, April 1, and
Saturday, April 2, 1988. In our elegantly decorated
dining room, the residents will gather around the
festive tables, laden with wine, matzos and the tradi-
tional Pesach foods. Everyone will be given a Hag-
gadah to participate in the time-honored ritual,
reminiscent of the wonderful Sedorim they enjoyed
in their own homes, not so long ago.

For all this, we express our gratitude to our many
generous friends and supporters whose open-
hearted contributions to or Passover campaign help
to make it all possible.

MEMBERSHIP DUES

Our worthy world-famous institution is most
fortunate, having so many devoted and loyal sup-
porters who are always mindful of their annual obli-
gation to remit their membership dues on time. To
them we express our sincerest thanks and apprecia-
tion. Without this help, we would be unable to con-
tinue in our sacred work in full strength.

We respectfully ask all those who have not yet
paid their membership dues to please do so at their
earliest convenience. At the same time, we ask our
members to help enroll new members. We are con-
stantly in need of new recruits to keep our organiza-
tion vital and ever active, to always perform greater
service for our residents.

A WORTHY TRADITION

Our trustee and Ladies’ Auxiliary President,
Rose Finkelstein, is continuing the tradition of her
late uncle, David Rosenbloom, and her dear par-
ents, Yetta and Benjamin Finkelstein, of donating
two cases of Passover wine to our Home for the
holidays. We thank Rose for her generosity and
thoughtfulness.
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(2) Purim, Mothers day, Fathers day, Chanuka
and the bimonthly birthday parties were special with
entertainment, appropriate refreshments and little
presents for all.

(3) “Make your own sundae’’ Ice Cream parties,
throughout the summer were enjoyed by all. *““Staff
appreciation” party on December 23 and “Volun-
teer appreciation” on February 10th, gave the resi-
dents an opportunity to thank people who took care
of them all year.

Concert Highlights:

Besides entertainment arranged and paid for by
activities department, we had monthly concerts
sponsored by Hospital Audiences, Inc. And Bnei
Brith Music and Performing Arts Lodge. A yearly
concert sponsored by the department of cultural
affairs on December 21st the Friar’s Club gave us a
concert on January 13th with entertainment in the
auditorium and a wandering guitarist — singer on
all the floors. On January 24th Mr. Samuel Baker
came with an eight men choral group.

Visit highlights:

On May 10th, for Mothers Day and on
December 20th, for Chanuka, “Holiday project,” a
group of outgoing, warm and lively people were here
with entertainment on all five floors and gifts for all.
Since they come often, they know the patients, who
in turn, await their visits impatiently. One of their
members, a professional photographer, made a
video of previous visits which she showed in our
auditorium on November 8th. Patients were deligh-
ted to see themselves and their peers on the screen.
We had to show it twice, in slow motion before
everyone was satisfied.

Outside the Home:

While weather permitted, we had afternoon pro-
grams in the Garden and took both ambulatory and
patients in wheelchairs for walks in the community.
Most of our patients vote by absentee ballot but
there are still a few who can walk and are taken to
the polls. Our greatest achievement this year was the
number of field trips we went on, eleven to be exact.

Hospital Audiences, Inc. provides us with this
fabulous, huge, hydrolic lift bus which accommo-
dates beds, wheelchairs and ambulatory people. The
bus is all windows so no matter what the destination,
it becomes a sightseeing trip, on the way. We used
this bus nine times this year:

On March 9th, we went on a sightseeing trip
around Manhattan with stops at points of interest
such as: The Jewish Museum, Temple Emanuel, The
Javitz Center, etc. We had a picnic lunch in a shel-
tered space in Central Park. We had four ambula-
tory and seven patients in wheelchairs on this trip.

On June 7th we went to the Bronx Botanical
Gardens with lunch in the beautiful conservatory.
Thirteen patients in wheelchairs and five ambula-
tory were taken.

On June 23rd a metropolitan opera performance
in central park with picnic dinner. Four ambulatory
and four people in wheelchairs attended.

On July 13th New York Philharmonic in central
park. We heard the Tchaikovsky “1812” overture,
fireworks included. This time we brought two
patients in beds, eight in wheelchairs and five ambu-
latory. We brought dinner for all, including the two
patients in beds who had to be fed pureed food.

Residents and staff at cookout

Residents and staff at cookout
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Space does not permit to describe all the activi-
ties at the Bialystoker Home, in detail. Since we
think that families of our patients and people who
support the home might be interested, here is an
overview:

At the Home:

Six days a week, 9:15-11:45 staff, students and
volunteers are on the floors with: Music, Games,
Exercises, Passive movement, Simple crafts, Reality
orientation, Sensor awareness. Above is done in
small groups and 1 to 1 at bedside.

In pm.

About twice a week we have special programs in
the Auditorium: Concerts, Movies and Parties.

On the remaining four afternoons a week, we
bring patients to the 8th floor library for: Singalong
with Judy, Movement therapy, Music appreciation,
Newspaper club, Art, Bingo, Horseracing and coffee
klotch — special project at which everyone works to
her or his ability on a quilt which we plan to raffle off
when it is finished. Two or three afternoons a week
we go to the floors with the simultaneous programs
of ““Autoharp” and “Rhythm band” to reach people
who don’t want to or cannot be brought to programs
off their floors.

OUR HOME AND ITS
ACTIVITIES FOR THE
RESIDENTS

by Mifa Rogoff, Activities Director

Fridays:

The Rabbi gives a Torah class in AM, in the
synagogue and in the afternoon we have an Oneg
Shabbat on all five floors and a Shabbat Sing on as
many floors as time permits.

Saturdays:

Friendly visiting by community groups and sing-
ing by groups of religious school students.

Once a month the residents council has a meeting
to which all are welcome.

Highlights of above programs:
Parties:

Two cook outs in the garden, on July eighth and
August fifth, attended by seventy seven and eighty
two patients, respectively. Dietary department out-
did itself with delicious food, maintenance set up
tables and chairs and helped activities decorate. All
departments helped with bringing patients down,
positioning wheelchairs and responding to patients
requests. Nursing fed patients on special diets and
those who could not eat by themselves. It was a true
interdisciplinary effort from which both patients
and staff profited: working and eating together, in a
pleasant, relaxed atmosphere brought staff closer to
each other and to patients.

Residents and staff at cookout

Hugo Lowenthal, Kam Kan Yu, our chef at the
bar-b-que
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BIALYSTOKER LADIES AUXILIARY

The Ladies Auxiliary of the Bialystoker Home
for the Aged was founded more than 60 years ago.

The membership of this organization, at its start,
was made up almost entirely of Bialystoker Lands-
leit. Now it consists of neighborhood residents and
some children of the original members. Many of us
still remember being “shlepped’ to the picnics, boat
rides and balls run by our parents. These activities
raised money to build the present home and help in
its maintenance.

In those days, there was no State or Government
help, and our mothers, in addition to funding the
project, worked in the Home as cooks, waitresses,
etc. to make life as comfortable as possible for the
residents. Today, our donations help to give our
residents the little extras that are not covered by
State funds. Therefore, this Home has the reputa-
tion for making the elderly as comfortable and
happy as possible.

Unfortunately, our members are now also
becoming old, and we are having a hard time doing
what is necessary. Our meetings get smaller each
time and sometimes we wonder whether we can go
on. In fact, we have had to cut back our meetings
from once a week to every other Monday. Our only
hope is that we can continue to do the best for the
people in our care. It would be a great help if we
could get more members.

This November we had our annual bazaar. Eve-
ryone worked hard and, although our receipts could
not compare with past years, we considered it a
success. In view of the fact that we received very little
merchandise, the receipts far exceeded our expecta-
tions. As a result, we were able to make a donation
of $2,500 to the Home for Chanukah. As President, I
would appreciate any donation of merchandise we
can receive for our next bazaar.

JOSEPH SANDLER

The Bialystoker Center and Home for the Aged
expresses profound sorrow upon the passing of Mr.
Joseph Sandler, a dear friend and benefactor.

Mr. Sandler who passed away in August 1987
will be sorely missed by everyone connected with our
institution. We shall always cherish the concern and
generosity that he extended to our cause. “The Dane
and Sandler Pavilion” is the pride and joy of our
Home. We, and the elderly residents of this institu-
tion, have lost a dear friend.

Mr. Sandler is survived by his beloved wife,
Gwen.

e By ROSE FINKELSTEIN
President

At this time, [ want to give special thanks to the
following members who worked long and hard to
make the bazaar as successful as it was.

Helen Noss, Irene Brenner, Regina Feit, Ruth
Winston, Julia Klepak, Betty Zablowitz, Diana
Wagman, Rose Ecker, Bertha Gitlin and Clara
Kowalsky. Clara not only worked hard, but went
home late and baked cakes and kugel to sustain us
the next day. A special thank you is due to Muriel
Fox, who is not a member, but came to help us as a
friend.

Our usual thank you to the staff of the kitchen
and maintenance department of the Bialystoker
Home.

I now wish everyone a very happy and Kosher
Passover.

LETTER To THE EDITOR
December 30, 1987

Mr. & Mrs. Izaak Rybal
140 Ocean Parkway
Brooklyn, N.Y. 11218

Dear Mr. & Mrs. Rybal:

On behalf of the residents and staff of the Bialys-
toker Center, Home and Infirmary for the Aged, we
wish to express our sincere appreciation for your
thoughtful donation of a very special scale which is
valued at $2,500.00.

The scale which is computerized, elevates and
weighs the patient while he/she is in a wheelchair.
This will help determine more accurately the pro-
gress of the residents, and this is, after all, your main
concern.

The two of you dedicate time and money from
the heart and so seldom receive recognition for all
that you do. It is rare that we take advantage of the
opportunity to thank you, so please accept our many
thanks.

May you continue to do your good work on
behalf of the elderly for many many years to come.

Sincerely,
Myra Bailin

Administrator

Luz Long
Dir. Nursing

Cosimo Mastropierro
Plant Engineer
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MICHAEL PITT

Dear Mr. Solasz & Mr. Rybal:

Thank you for your kind thoughts about my late
father and I am happy to send you a short resume of
his life. Mr. Michael Pitt was born in Bialystok in
1902. In 1927 he married and then left for Australia.
His wife Esther following six months later. He com-
menced work as a hawker for a short time and then
worked for several years in various aspects of the
textiles industry. In a short time he established a
hosiery mill and a fabric dye house which were very

Michael Pitt

successful. At the time of his illness, he was still
working full time and actively involved in relocating
the dye house to larger premises. Mr. Pitt was a keen
punter and a most respected gentleman of the track
for fifty years. He was also a keen tennis player and
until two months before his death played a weekly
game.

He contributed generously to the Jewish Com-
munity. He was a lifelong President of the Bialys-
toker Center, was very involved in rescuing Jews
from the Holocaust and subsequent rehabilitation in
Australia. During the war years he was President of
the Jewish War Effort Circle.

However, apart of all of this he was best known
as an arbitrator and peace maker in many disputes
both marital and business settled by him, rather than
going to the civil courts. The enormous fees that he
charged were all directed to charities in memory of
his late wife who had died 34 years ago. He was a

REBECCA BEATRICE HEIN

The Bialystoker Center and Home for the Aged
expresses profound sorrow upon the passing of Mrs.
Rebecca Beatrice Hein, a dear friend and long time
supporter of our institution.

Mrs. Hein passed away on January 1, 1988 after
a long illness, at the age of 95, having been born on
January 1, 1893. The funeral took place at the Jew-
ish Community Center, White Plains, New York.

Just like her departed husband, David Hein, she
was a devoted member and benefactor of our worthy

David & Rebecca Beatrice Hein

cause. During our annual visit to Miami Beach, a
visit to Mrs. Hein was always on the agenda. Visiting
her was one of the highlights of our stay there. She
was a lovely lady. We have lost a dear friend, and
we shall miss her.

Mrs. Hein is survived by her daughter, Estclle
Fassler, 3 grandchildren — Kim Weissman, Dr.
Ronald Weissman and Jan Hopman, and 5 great
grandchildren.

We extend our heartfelt condolences to her
daughter, grandchildren and great grandchildren.
May the family be comforted among the mourners
of Zion and Jerusalem.

most devoted family man to his only child, Paula, his
son-in-law, Jack Hansky, a physician and Professor
of Medicine, three grandchildren, Mark, Esther and
Lisa, all of whom gave him much pleasure in their
tertiary education achievements and two great
grandsons, Brett and Adam. With all of his achieve-
ments, he remained a humble man and was
respected by all

Yours Sincerely

Paula Hansky
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YOM HASHOA IN MIAMI

By DR. LUBA KRUGMAN GURDUS

The ritual of Yom Hashoa (Remembrance Day
for the Six Million), gains yearly in scope and signifi-
cance. In large cities, the observance attracts thou-
sands joining survivors in the solemn ceremony.
Small communities congregate for the occasion. In
rare cases, survivors hailing from neighboring com-
munities in the Diaspora travel to a mutually desig-
nated assembly point to observe the ritual with their
former countrymen.

One such unusual gathering took place on Feb-
ruary l4th, 1988, in Miami, in a joint memorial
marking the 45th anniversary of the willful murder
by the Nazis of the Jews of Bialystok, Grodno and
vicinities. It was held at Temple B’nai Zion, in Bal
Harbour for survivors affiliated with the Florida
Bialystoker Club joined for the memorable occasion
by the representatives and members of the Bialys-
toker Center in New York. Representatives,
members and guests met at the spacious temple to
mourn the annihilation of the six million and to
commemorate their countrymen, wiped out by the
Nazis in a common sweep of the closely knit Jewish
communities of Eastern Poland.

The Bal Harbour Temple, illuminated by a huge
stained glass window, successfully blocking out the
strong afternoon sun, admitted one by one the rem-
nants of the once densely populated communities of
Bialystok, Grodno and vicinities. Now residing in
Florida, these seemingly calm ad collected survivors
of the Holocaust, carried in their rugged faces an
enduring mark of their struggle for survival. Among
them were ghetto fighters, partisans, writers and
poets, all deeply aware of the irreparable loss and
urge to commemorate and bear witness to the fla-
grant injustice. Miraculously saved from the Holo-
caust, they still lived with the persistent memories of
these indelible years, the loss of their families, ruins
of their homes and horrors of mass deportations.
But also with cherished recollections of prewar
years, spent in their hometowns, in happy homes,
schools and Zionist clubs which opened to them the
prospect of a future in their own homeland.

All these remembrances surfaced in animated
discussions of these sons and daughters of the once
thriving communities of Bialystok and Grodno, cra-
dles of Jewish culture and commerce. Proud of their
roots and heritage, some brought small mementos of
the years gone by, letters and photos once mailed to
their American kinsmen and now retrieved as irre-
placeable relics of their vanished world.

After tumultuous greetings and happy encoun-
ters, participants of the memorial settled down for
the rites, inaugurated by Joseph Dobryman, Chair-
man of the Bal Harbour Memorial, who drew their
attention to the poster spelling the death of the
60,000 Jews of Bialystok, murdered by the Nazis
between October 1942 and November 1943. Consec-
utive speakers indicated that this figure did not
include the additional 50,000 deported by the Nazis
from Grodno and vicinities.

Guest speaker, Sam Chuden, Chairman of the
Miami Club, delivered a spirited address, condemn-
ing Nazi crimes with communicative passion. he also
recounted Polish anti-Semitism which helped the
Nazis to annihilate the Jews with the tacit consent of
the civilized world. His speech was concluded with a
declaration of unconditional support for Israel, reit-
erated by Sam Solasz, President of the Bialystoker
Center in New York. Izaak Rybal, its Executive
Director, delivered greetings from the many
members and emphasized the close ties between the
survivors affiliated with the two centers.

Mike Kremer from the Bialystoker Center,
spoke extensively about the deplorable conditions in
the Bialystok and Grodno ghettos during the Holo-
caust. He elaborated on post-war conditions and
discussed the implications of the Karl Demjanjuk
trial in Israel and the horrendous task of bringing to
justice other notorious Nazi criminals, like Karl Lin-
nas and Andrya Artukovic, who recently died in
Leningrad and Zagreb respectively, before ever hav-
ing a chance to serve for their crimes. According to
Kremer, the Jewish quest for fair trial is deliberately
obstructed by irresponsible government officials
who also block access to the 40,000 Nazi files, kept at
the United Nations.

Sylvia Weiner from Canada, gave a shattering
description of a deportation from Bialystok, related
in gripping detail which moved the audience to tears.
She also mentioned an agonizing scene, witnessed in
Auschwitz, where Jewish inmates transported to the
gas chamber sung “Hatikvah” of their last journey.

Sarah Lew recited her own moving poem
“Mame,” in memory of all Jewish mothers. The
entire ceremony was intertwined by Cantor Sol
Zim’s inspiring vocal selections, concluded by his
own song “Bialystok™ in loving tribute to the van-
ished Jewish community of this truly unique city.

The memorable afternoon was concluded with a
spontaneous expression of strong support for Israel.
The joined commemoration, surfaced the closeness
of the survivors taking pride in their roots and their
religious, ethical and moral heritage as well as their
determination to keep alive the memory of their own
legacy, as part of the sacred reverence for the six
million martyrs.
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DAVID ADEST, C.P.A. HEALTH
CARE CONSULTANT

The Bialystoker Home has been very fortunate
to work with David Adest, CPA and partner of Loeb
& Troper. David Adest is in charge of the Health
Care Consulting practice at the firm.

David has been instrumental in helping the
Home in their dealings with the New York State
Department of Health. He has been very helpful in
ascertaining that the Home receives the proper reim-
bursement from Medicare and Medicaid agencies.
In addition, he has represented the Home on appeal
matters for the past several years.

David grew up near the Home and was educated

Izaak Rybal, Phil Machnikoff, Sol Krim,
David Adest

at local Yeshivas. he graduated from Brooklyn Col-
lege and received his CPA certificate. David is mar-
ried to Baila and they have three young girls. They
live in the Kew Garden Hills section of Queens, and
are active in local philanthropic endeavors. The
Adest family has visited Israel this past summer and
visited the Keren Hayeled child care organization
where they are active.

Mr. Adest has been a lecturer on Health Care
Issues for the following groups:

— United Hospital Fund

— New York Association of Homes for the
Aged

— Federation of Jewish Philanthropies

— Health Care Financial Management
Association

UNITED
WAY 7

OF TRI-STATE %

99 PARK AVENUE, NEW YORK, N.Y. 10016/(212) 907-0300

Mr. Izaak Rybal

Executive Director

Mrs. Myra Bailin, Administrator
Bialystoker Home & Infirmary for the Aged
228 East Broadway

New York, N.Y. 10002

Dear Mr. Rybal & Mrs. Bailin:

On behalf of the United Way, I’d like to present
you with the enclosed Oscar and agency award for
your dedicated participation in our Agency Tours
and Speakers Program. This Oscar award has been
given to a select few who, like yourselves, have done
an outstanding job.

The success of our Programs and of our United
Way Campaign is largely due to your agency’s invol-
vement. Through the Agency Tours and Speakers
Program, employee donors are given a better under-
standing of how their contributions affect the
community.

I’d like to take this opportunity to thank you for
your continued support of our Programs. You have
done an outstanding job.

Again, my sincere thanks to you and your
agency. It’s my pleasure working with people like

you. :
Sincerely,

Judith L. Fish
Coordinator,
Special Projects

— Center for Continuing Health Care
Studies

— American Colleges of Health Care
Administrators

— New York University School of Public
Health

He has been appointed to a number of health
care advisory committees, which includes the New
York State Long-Term Care Case Mix Reimburse-
ment Advisory Group and the Technical Subcom-
mittee for the Establishment of a Data Base for the
New York Association of Homes for the Aging.

Mr. Adest has been a partner in the firm Leob &
Troper since 1983. We are pleased to work with
David and the Bialystoker Home is proud of his
accomplishments.
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LETTERS TO OUR EDITOR

IBM

International Business Machines Corp.
590 Madison Avenue ® New York, NY 10022

October 9, 1987
Dear Mr. Rybal and & Mrs. Bailin:

Thank you so much for the informative tour of
your agency on August 6, for our IBM Employee
Charitable Contribution Campaign canvassers.
Most of our canvassers were new this year and had
not been on an agency visit before. It was a real
highlight for them and I am still getting calls about
how helpful the visit was in making their canvassing
calls.

Our goal this year is $28.4 million and while they
still have a few returns to count, all indications say
we will make our goal. This means that many agen-
cies, like your own, will be helped by a lot of caring
IBM employees. You certainly helped us here in
New York by showing our canvassers first hand how
and where the dollars are spent and how great the
need for increased contributions.

Again, many thanks for letting us come in your
agency and I want to extend my very best wishes for
another successful year in the vital work you are
doing.

Sincerely

Helen Mastick
Program Manager
Community Relations

Ms. Bailin

Bialystoker Home for Aged
228-230 East Broadway
New York, NY 10028

Dear Ms. Bailin:

On behalf of the Lienhard School of Nursing, I
want to thank you for being a preceptor for Karen
Oppenheimer Rosenthal for the clinical portion of
Nur. 252.

The student had an excellent experience with
you. Thank you for sharing your time and expertise
with us.

Sincerely
Diana J. Mason, Ph.D., RN, C

Associate Professor
Lienhard School of Nursing

Nov. 2, 1987
Dear Mr. Rybal & Mrs. Bailin:

My mother, Mrs. Ida Gangursky, was a resident
of Bialystoker Home from May 4, 1981 until
October 13, 1987.

Mother was very happy here and I was very
happy not only because mother was happy, but
because of the excellent care I knew she was receiv-
ing. I realize this could not be possible without the
constant vigilance, the caring, the dedication that
comes not only from the mind, but from the heart.

My most sincere thanks and gratitude to all the
staff, all the personnel, and the volunteers, and all
the members of the Bialystoker organization for
making Bialystoker Home, a real home for my dear
mother.

To President Sam Solasz and to you sir, and all
the members of the Bialystoker Center and Bikur
Cholim, Inc. whose names are too numerous to
mention here.

For your many years of charity, sacrifice, dedica-
tion and yes — real love — my deepest undying
gratitude to you all. You shall always be uppermost
in my mind and heart. You have not only made
Bialystoker Home a real Home, but you have also
made Bialystoker Home a real wonderful, marve-
lous miracle. If anyone should ever ask me “‘is there
a heaven on earth?” I would tell them yes, go to
Bialystoker Home.

Thank you very much and best wishes to you all.

Sincerely
Arthur Gray

Dear Mr. Rybal and Mrs. Bailin

My mother, Esther Feneberg, died at Beth Israel
Hospital October 9, 1987. Although we hoped she
would go to the Bialystoker Home, she never made
1t.

I want to thank both of you for the time you gave
me. I will send gifts to the Bialystoker Home whe-
never I can, because your efforts were greatly
appreciated.

Sincerely

Blanche Fenegen Weingarten
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Sylvia Dines and her grandchildren, and
Simon Rogove

Rybal, was then introduced. As is customary every
Chanukah, Mr. Rybal began the sale of candles to
light the menorahs. The response was overwhelming
since everyone wanted to partake in this traditional
mitzvah. Mrs. Molly Rybal, with her usual expertise,
recorded the contributions of the participants. Mr.
Simon Rogove, member of the Board of Directors,
beautifully chanted the blessings over the candles
and led the singing of “Mo-oz Zur.”

Another highlight of the afternoon was the pres-
entation of a surprise birthday cake to Mrs. Ida
Rosenblum. She is the mother and mother-in-law of
Mr. & Mrs. Simon Rogove, and she was celebrating
her 90th birthday.

Dinner was then served which included latkes
and all the Chanukah trimmings. It was a most
delicious dinner served under the able direction of
Mrs. Chuakay and her staff. A most enjoyable after-
noon was had by all.

g | ]
i

Golde Dziewko, Simon Rogove

ABOUT THE AUTHOR

Inge Auerbacher was born in Kippenheim, Ger-
many. She was imprisoned from 1942 to 1945 in the
Terezin concentration camp in Czechoslovakia
when she was seven to ten years of age. In 1946 she
immigrated to the United States of America and has
lived since then in New York City.

She graduated from Queens College with a B.S.
degree in chemistry and has done postgraduate work
in biochemistry at Hunter College. She has been
associated with many renowned researchers in the
field of medicine. Today she is in charge of the
coagulation laboratory for Mount Sinai Services at
City Hospital Center in Elmhurst.

Ms. Auerbacher is a world traveler, travel writer,
and avid photographer. More than fifty of her
poems on various themes have been published. She
wrote the lyrics for ““We Shall Never Forget,” the
only original song presented at the World Gathering
of Jewish Holocaust Survivors, 1981 in Jerusalem.
The lyrics are set to music written by Rosalie
Commentucci-O’Hara. The record album, Jewish
memories, contains four of Ms. Auerbacher’s lyrics,
sung by the cantor and entertainer Sol Zim. Other
lyrics have been set to music by James Donenfeld
and Barney Bragin.

Inge Auerbacher appeared in Childhood Memo-
ries of the Holocaust, a television documentary pro-
duced in 1985 by the New York City Board of
Education. She spends much of her free time lectur-
ing on the Holocaust.

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

Dear Mr. Orlowitz:

[ am very gratefully acknowledging your kind
expression of sympathy, but I wish to thank you for
more:

You alone, among all the persons I looked to at
the home, made yourself available throughout, and
gave us both help and comfort. At the end Dr.
Bennett was there for us too. Whatever goodness we
found, redeems us on the side of life and hope.

It is perhaps anticlimactic to mention a recent
article — NY Times, Jan. 17, 1988 about a new law
strengthening “Rights of Patients.” Perhaps you
have seen the article. It is too late for my father. [
hope it will help others.

My thanks for your caring, for your devoted
work on our behalf.

Heartfelt thanks.
Gilda Gurevich
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CHANUKAH PARTY AT
BIALYSTOKER CENTER

Sunday, December 13, 1987 was the annual Cha-
nukah party of the Bialystoker Center and Home.
Attendance was high, warm feelings ware shared by
all; a delicious meal was served; all this was evi-
denced by the great response of our people which
befitted the occasion.

Acting as master of ceremonies, Mr. Sol Krim
did his usual outstanding job. He warmly greeted the
guests and expressed his personal feelings about
Chanukah. He remarked that the continuous obser-
vance of Jewish customs and traditions such as Cha-
nukah, will help to guarantee the future of the
Jewish way of life.

Mr. Krim then called upon our esteemed Presi-
dent, Mr. Sam Solasz, to deliver his Chanukah mes-
sage. Mr. Solasz wished everyone a Happy
Chanukah and hoped that the festivities would be
enjoyed by all

Rabbi Irving Hagler was called upon to speak
about the meaning of Chanukah. He said that the
miracle of Chanukah was both a physical one and a
spiritual one. He emphasized that the physical vic-
tory over the Greek enemy could not be accomp-
lished without the active participation of the people.
It was a victory of the few over the many. In the same
vein, Rabbi Hagler pointed out that the Bialystoker

Sol Krim, Molly Rybal

Rubin Bindler, Simon Rogove, shames

Center was established by a few newly arrived peo-
ple to this country, who were able to overcome many
hardships.

Our Administrator, Mrs. Myra Bailin, greeted
everyone and reported on the progress of the Center
and Home. She mentioned that the recent purchase
of new equipment has enhanced our facility. She
said that the cooperation of everyone was needed in
order to maintain the high standard of this Home.
The presentation was eloquent, informative and well
received.

Our very able Executive Director, Mr. Izaak

Lee Goldbaum; Simon Rogove
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BAR MITZVAH OF SCOTT
HARRIS POLLAK

It gives us a glowing feeling to have the occasion
to congratulate the Bar Mitzvah, Scott Harris on
this significant milestone in his life. To his beloved
parents, Charlotte and Stan Pollak, we convey our
profound congratulations for enjoying great nachas
in this happy event, and please G-d on many more
simchas in the future. May they go from joy to joy in
our traditional way of life.

To the proud grandparents, Marcia and Garry
Lynn, members of the Board of Directors of the
Bialystoker Center and Home, we wish a hearty
Mazal Tov replete with Yiddishe Nachas which they
so amply merit. Their service, activity and generos-
ity to the Bialystoker Center and Home is highly
regarded.

The happy Bar Mitzvah induction took place

Jason, Stanley Charlotte, Scott

rvents

BAT MITZVAH OF STEPHANIE
LYNN MINES

We are very happy to extend our congratulations
to Stephanie Lynn on the occasion of her Bat Mitz-
vah. Stephanie Lynn is the daughter of Marion and
Ira and granddaughter of Jenny Mines, long time
member and generous contributor to the Bialys-
toker Center and Home. The Mines’ name and ser-
vice is “‘writ large” in the annals of the Bialystoker
Center where the entire family was so greatly
involved. It affords us great pleasure to congratulate
the Bat Mitzvah, Stephanie Lynn. It is our prayer
that she grow into fine Jewish womanhood, bringing
great nachas to her beloved parents and dear grand-
mother Jenny Mines. Mazal Tov.

The blessed ceremony was observed Saturday,
the 27th of October at the Free Synagogue of West-
chester, Mount Vernon, New York, followed with a
gala luncheon at the Fountainhead. A host of family
and friends joined in the beautiful festivities.

The Bar Mitzvah, Scott Harris

Saturday, November 28, 1987 at Temple Beth
Torah, Westbury, New York, with a gala Kiddush
following services. A reception at Sands at Lido
Beach followed the same evening. A host of family
and friends joined in the happy event. Our Executive
Director, Mr. Izaak Rybal and his wife Molly were
among the invited guests.
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It was cold, no heat and just that little window. We
stayed there about five or six days, without food and
without water. They wanted to starve us to death.
We were young and we suffered. There wasn’t a
toilet. We didn’t have to use it. The floor was plain
dirt. My wounds were bothering me. The only thing
that kept us alive, was to stand on top of each other
and dig out a little bit of snow through the tiny
window...to keep us alive. This is the way we lived
for five days.

After five days they took us out of the small cell
and put usin alarge cell.. When they took us into the
large cell we saw hundreds of people. One person
mentioned that there were between 340 or 360 peo-
ple...lying on the cement floor, without blankets,
straw, or heat, just ice cold water from a sink. There
was a toilet on the side and the windows were open
on both sides. The snow was blowing in through the
half round windows. It was cold. At night it regis-
tered below 0. If we didn’t starve in the first cell, they
wanted us to starve in this cell. They succeeded. Our
people were dying everyday. Dozens were dying
every single day...

The only desire I had was to survive to see the
end of Nazism. “We felt like animals in a cage.” We
didn’t even talk. We knew that we were about
to die. This is the end. We knew that this is what
they wanted to do to us. Most of the people dying
were in their forties.

We stayed there until there were less and less of
us. Out of 340 people, maybe 60 were alive, but just
about dead anyway. One day a Lieutenant from the
SS said “We’re taking you out of this cell and put-
ting you in bunkers, solitary confinement in smaller
cells.” We walked out, left the cell and later found
out that they were putting POW’s in the large cell.

They put 7 or 8 of us in each bunker, there were
10 bunkers. A Czech counted, 1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8, in. We
went into cell #50. It was smaller so we could keep
ourselves closer together, it was warmer. A little
window on the door 6” in diameter and there was a
toilet. So we sat down to wait. Whoever wanted to
take a drink of water, did so by putting his head in
the toilet and drank from it. There were no forks, no
spoons, no dishes. Every morning there was an
appeal. We had to stand up. They asked, “Wie viel?”
(how many) We answered ‘“Heute, (today) so many
dead. Two Czech political prisoners came. They
would open the door and pull out the dead.

They used to come in the bunker twice a day. In
the morning to find out who was dead and who was
alive, then about 12:00 noon they would bring us a
half a quart of soup. This went on for months.

Our biggest satisfaction was to look through the
little window on the door, up and through the bigger
overhead windows in the hallway. We hoped for

American planes, American bombers would fly over
us, taking revenge. At times we could hear the
bombing.

All of a sudden (in March) they told us we could
go out and walk. We could sit, delouse ourselves and
sit in the sun. They didn’t give us any clothing, or
underwear, or soap. Just cold water. It was the first
time I was allowed out in months.

One morning a Lieutenant of the SS came in and
said we are going to have a selection and we are
going to put you to work. The healthy ones are going
to be put to work and would be fed better and have
better conditions. He said we would first walk and
then run to see which are the healthy ones. Most of
us fell. We could hardly walk, let alone run. I started
stumbling...this was the luck of. my life. I saw a
German political prisoner, Johan, he was my fore-
man, so to say. When I saw him, I said, ““‘Remember
me? Please save me.”” He reported to the Lieutenant
that I was working under his supervision and [ am a
good mechanic. The Lieutenant replied, “Let him go
to the gesunte.” (the healthy ones) This same Lieut-
enant saved me again later from a beating by
Ukrainian guards. 16 or 18 people were piled up in
the last cell (the weak ones). They closed and taped
the door with newspapers. We heard screaming all
night long. One person who was lying on the bottom
was able to breathe a little air coming in from under
the door. When they opened the door, he quickly
jumped into our cell...

We knew the end was coming soon. They started
giving us a little more food. We heard that the
Germans left the Camp. The yellow flag — Typhus,
was raised. Then the Czech doctors and nurses came
in. They were wonderful. They cried.

The cells were opened up and they told us we
were liberated. We didn’t believe them. They
brought us straw to make us more comfortable, we
couldn’t be moved; too weak. They then put us out
in the appeal place to get some sun. The ambulances
took us to the enfirmary. I was thankful; but I
thought I would die anyway. I couldn’t move. I
weighed 70 pounds. My thoughts were ‘“maybe
someone from my family survived.” But they didn’t.

There is so much more to say, and yet, what
really?

Jacob Denis

Upon going to press, we learned that our good
friend and long-time member, Jacob Denis, passed
away March 1, 1988 at 90 years of age. Jacob Denis
is survived by his wife Frances, and two daughters
Lillian and Florence. The Bialystoker Center and
Home expresses its deepest condolences to the
family.
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HENRY SARNA DELIVERED A SPEECH
AT KENT STATE UNIVERSITY

Our prominent landsman Henry Sarna who
resides in Los Angeles, was invited to speak about
his heartbreaking experiences in the Nazi Concen-
tration Camps at the Sixth Annual Holocaust Con-
ference at Kent University in Cleveland, Ohio on the
29th and 30th of March 1987. Many American intel-
lectuals participated.

Chaim Sarna met our landsman Max Ratner at
the conference. They rejoiced meeting each other.

Before getting into the description of his unbe-
lievable miraculous survival in the death camp of
Terezien Stadt from which Czechoslovakian Parti-
sans freed him May 8th 1945, Henry Sarna intro-
duced himself in the following manner:

Ladies and Gentlemen, Distinguished guests,
Dr. Hochhouser, fellow survivors. My name is
Henry Sarna, Chaim in Yiddish. I was born in Bia-
lystok, Poland in 1922. My family lived a quiet life
until the war. When the war started we were put into
the Ghetto. Then the German’s “‘resettled” us. My
mother was taken to Treblinka. My father and three
brothers were taken to Maidanek, Lublin, No
one lived through the war but me. That includes

up Fifth Avenue. The press followed him in great
amazement and praise.

Abel Kiviat lives in New Jersey. He retired in
1971. He reads two daily newspapers, and leads a
modest quiet life. He never forgets the “‘sad day”
when he lost the most meaningful race to him,at the
Olympics in 1912 in Stockholm.

In a friendly conversation Abel related his for-
mula for longevity — namely, his family and per-
sonal fitness. His son is a Colonel, and he has a
grandson and two great grandchildren. He avoids
the sun, sleeps a lot, and engages in daily physical
exercise.

In answer to the question what he remembers
best from the distant past, smiling Abel replied that
to this day he cannot forget that in his home, when
he was a child, 14 bottles of milk were consumed
daily.

What of the future? “For my 100th birthday in
1992, I would like to be the “Torch Bearer™ at the
Olympics in Barcelona, Spain.

Abel Kiviat was featured on a television program
on November 17, 1987. He spoke of his sports life
and his association with the legendary Jim Thorpe.

cousins, uncles, aunts, around seventy members of
my family. As I can recall I am most likely the only
Jewish survivor of Terezien Festung Fortress. Six of
us were liberated in 1945. When I visited Terezien
last Fall with my dear wife, also a survivor of Ausch-
witz and Bergen Belzen, the office manager of the
Terezien Memorial Museum told me I was the only
Jew who was Liberated in the Festung to return. So,
let me tell you what this place of hell was like the last
months of the war.

Briefly let me say how I came to this prison. The
Labor Camp Lendzin, where I worked as a
mechanic, 12 KM from Auschwitz was evacuated.
5:00 AM there was an appeal (roll call) and we were
put on a Death March. Those who couldn’t keep up
were shot on the spot. The winter of 1944 was very
very cold. Thousands were being moved in different
directions because the Russians were coming closer.
Due to time [ must skip details. Later or afterwards |
can speak about this. We were put on open cattle
cars, destination unknown? I jumped the train with
another Jew. We were both shot, he mortally.
Within two days I was recaptured by SS Strum
Apteilung, taken to Gestapo Headquarters in
Prague, interrogated, and taken down into the base-
ment. An SS soldier took me down in the elevator. I
figured “‘this is the end,” the Gestapo Basement,
everyone knew was a killing place. He brought me to
another soldier of the SS, who took me to a door and
gave me a push in with his foot and I fell on some-
thing soft. I then heard voices. It was dark, no
windows, no light at all in this room. I asked “Who
are you? Sind you Yidden?” “Yes we are Jews.”” So |
said to myself, “I’m glad, at least I'll die among
Jews.” We waited until morning; they took us out
and put us on a truck. There were 7 of us, most of us
were young. Young, I was in the early 20’s and they
put us on a military truck with two soldiers. We
didn’t know where we were going. We were lucky
they didn’t kill us in the Gestapo, down in the base-
ment. It took maybe an hour, we came to Terezien
Festung Maly Pevnosti, 3KM from Terezien Statd.
They told us to get off the truck and go into the first
cell to the right, no floor just sand and two steel rings
on both sides of the cell, with a little window on top.
They pushed us all in there and locked the door. The
two rings in the cell were used years ago to chain
prisoners to them.

We waited, nobody came, nobody said anything.
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SON OF BIALYSTOK RABBI, RENOWNED
AMERICAN SPORTSMAN

About a century ago a young Rabbi, Moshe
Kiviat, came to America with his wife Zlate, and
settled in Staten Island. He had hoped to find a
pulpit in the Rabbinate, but, it did not come his way.
Instead, like most other immigrants, having no cho-
ice, Moshe became a peddler.

As time passed seven children were born to the
couple, six sons and one daughter. All the children
received a traditional education. Reb Moshe himself
diligently learned English, and served as Gabbai in
the synagogue of Staten Island and later in
Manhattan.

The oldest son Abraham, who was born in 1892,
showed, in his youth, a great delight in sports, espe-
cially running. At the age of 20 he had the honor of
representing the United States at the Fifth Olympic
Games in Stockholm, Sweden. He took part in the
1500 meter race. Throughout the race he was the
front runner, for which he was applauded enthusias-
tically. Close to the finish line he made a mistake by

Abraham Kiviat,
on his one mile
track up Fifth
Avenue in
Manhattan, on his
95th birthday.

® By Shimon Feiginoff

taking a split-second look back at the runner-up. At
that very moment, the English runner, Jackson,
overtook him. This split-second error cost Abraham
the gold medal, and he had to settle for the silver
medal. To this day he can’t forget that costly error.
Arriving home, Abraham discarded the medal,
and for 25 years never touched it. In fact, he had
difficulty finding it, due to his keen disappointment
and a loss of interest in sports. Years later, we find
Abraham once again participating in local contests,
achieving great records in the one mile race.
Abraham, now known as Abel, was very popular
in the American sports world. He is considered one
of the best sportsmen of the century. Working in the
Federal Court 40 years, Abel devoted time and
energy to his favorite sport — running great distan-
ces. Now, at the honored age of 95, which he cele-
brated in June, Abelstill partakes in the one mile run
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LETTER TO THE EDITOR

Esteemed and dear friend, Izaak Rybalowski:

Heartfelt thanks for the last Rosh Hashanah
issue of the Bialystoker Stimme. This issue contains
a wealth of cultural articles, pertinent information
and is a repository of history that must not be for-
gotten. It fills me with pride to be a Bialystoker.

Your report on the great project at Tel-
Hashomer Hospital in Israel, was written with great
emotion emanating from your gentle heart and love
for the children. It fills me with pride and wonder at
what precision and dispatch it was realized by you.

The other articles brought out many reflections
and fond memories for me. Sol Krim’s “The Italian™
conveys truths concerning many of us who survived
the Holocaust. It tugs at our heart, impossible to free
ourselves of what we have lived through. The finest
doctor is incapable to help us dispel the pain Not the
finest doctor or time can dispel the pain and attempt
to cure it. The pain is too great and the wounds too
deep.

The “Spirits and Recollections” by Stanley
Meisler was masterfully written. After the war I
visited Chechanowitz and I saw the many matzevos-
monuments which were being used as sidewalks. I
regret that I did not meet with Stanley Meisler. If any
landsman knows Mame-loshon so that we can
understand one another, I would be glad to actas a
guide. My telephone number in Gdansk is 31-61-70.

The greatest impression was registered by the
lecture of our eminent landsman, Samuel Pisar. This
was a monumental speech. I translated the speech
into Polish for my daughter and her friends. She
seeks her roots, as do many others of her generation.

Alas, who can match the words of Pisar. Until
now, no one expressed in one volume the heart
rending story. “Of Blood and Hope™ that bitter
truth of 1000 years of our history. The shedding of
innocent, forgotten Jewish blood, on all parts of
the earth cries out to us “Remember!!!”

Concisely, the Bialystoker Stimme is most
extraordinary. Its main purpose is to “‘Remember.”
Again, my heartfelt thanks for the journal, and for
remembering me. Toda Rabba.

Dear friend Rybalowski. With this opportunity,
I wish to relate several episodes that occurred in
Poland. Last summer, Lippa (Moule) Dinour and
his family visited us in Gdansk, while enroute from
New York to Israel. He told me of his meeting with
you.

August 16th 1987, the Polish television telecast,
for the first time, the uprising and liquidation of the
Bialystoker Ghetto. This documentary was followed

by a photograph of the cupola of the burned syn-
agogue on Shul-Hoff.

With the passage of time, the remaining survi-
vors of the Bialystoker underground, has once again
diminished. Shimon Kanarski died in Warsaw. Only
four old men are left.

Dear friend, in August 1988, there will be an
observance dedicated to the 45th Yahrzeit of the
uprising and liquidation of the Bialystoker Ghetto.
As one who survived the Hitler deluge and the hell of
the Bialystok Ghetto, I am taking personal stock,
that time draws near when we, who were miracu-
lously spared, will pass away. [t would, therefore, be
fitting that we meet once more in greater numbers, in
our hometown, which is saturated with tears, blood
and ashes of our dear ones and transmit to our
successors the legacy of “Blood and Hope.”

I convey to you my best regards and good wishes,
and to all our landsleit whom I had the honor to
meet, and to those I did not have the pleasure of
knowing. I pray to the Almighty that we may yet
have the blessed opportunity Amen! Lehitraoth

your
Efraim Kisler
Gdansk, Poland

RICA AND FAIVEL

Married in Bialystok in 1926

Rica’s speech at the celebration of their 60th
wedding jubilee, May 2, 1986 in Durban, South
Africa.

My heartbeat — life companion — Faivel

60 years you have been my life companion

60 years no one stood between us

With love and trust, honesty and devotion

60 years have quickly vanished

In sorrow and joy

By day and by night

Together we toiled

Together in harmony

Our 60th jubilee we observe today

With our children, grandchildren, and family

And good friends

60 years passed too quickly

After years of togetherness

We extend our prayers now!...

BUY AND HELP US PUBLICIZE
THE NEW BIALYSTOKER
MEMORIAL BOOK
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Teaching Prisoners
About The Holocaust

® By Naomi Pfefferman
Staff Writer

The prisoners stared at Selene Bruk as she
walked through the California Institute for Men at
Chino. Bruk, a Holocaust survivor, is dark, birdlike,
exactly S feet tall. Not an everyday sight among the
tough, menacing inmates.

Bruk, 62, visited Chino recently to talk about the
Holocaust; she’d been invited by a prison teacher
who heard her speak at Cal State Northridge.

Over the years, Bruk has spoken to thousands of
high school students in Los Angeles, but nothing

Selene Bruk

quite prepared her for Chino. Barbed-wire fences
and guard towers surround the prison, vaguely
reminiscent of Auschwitz. Officials searched her at
the main gate, confiscated her camera. Later came
numerous checkpoints, clanking iron doors, treks
through dreary prison yards. Hundreds of prisoners
fell silent as Bruk entered one weight-lifting area,
and the survivor was understandably nervous.
Would she be taken hostage? Or worse?

Finally, Bruk arrived at the designated class-
room, along with Jerry Shapiro of the Anti-
Defamation League of B’nai B’rith. Inside, some 30
students waited for her, mostly black and Hispanic.
Most were gang members, the teacher whispered,
and those with SS tattoos belonged to the white
supremacist Aryan Brotherhood.

Their eyes were vacant, emotionless, and Bruk
shook a bit as she began her story. Slowly, deliber-
ately, she recalled how at 16, she heard screams of

men burned alive in a Bialystok synagogue. She
described how she hid, with her mother and brother,
as the city burned, as rivers of blood poured through
the streets. She described how a screaming baby was
smothered by a group of Jews hiding from the Nazis;
how she stared at an Auschwitz crematorium, wond-
ering if her relatives were burning there.

For 45 minutes, the diminutive, soft-spoken
Bruk held the prisoners attention. This, after all, was
a group that understood what it meant to hide, to
live in ghettos. They stared intently at Bruk’s con-
centration camp photos — of corpses and cremato-
ria — even of an infant, with a tattoo and quizzical
expression. And when she finished her lecture, the
group fell silent. After a few moments, a black man,
later identified as a prison black Muslim gang
leader, broke the ice. ““I thought we were tough,” he
told Selene. ““But I think you’re about the toughest
person any of us ever saw. G-d bless you.”

Class resumed after a short break, and what
should have been a 15-minute question-and-answer
session lasted almost an hour.

Hands shot up all over the room. Was Bruk
tattooed? (She rolled up her sleeve to show the scar
left by the tattoo.) What did Hitler think of blacks?
Did Bruk hate Germans? And now that she’s rich,
does she plan to get even?

Sometimes, the questions were hostile. Jews
have all the money, the best doctors and lawyers,
said one black inmate. Several sneered as Bruk
pointed out that many Jews are poor — “‘but they
heard me,” she said.

The white supremacists listened quietly, politely,
throughout the discussion, then asked pointed ques-
tions of their own. What would you have done if you
were German in the 1940’s, asked one man with a
swastika tattoo? He appeared skeptical when Bruk
said she wouldn’t have followed the Nazi
mainstream.

Another white man asked what happened to the
Nazis allowed into the States after the war; Bruk got
the impression he wanted to meet them.

But by the end of the session, it was clear the
survivor had touched many inmates, “Thank you
Mrs. Bruk,” they said, in chorus, along with a sound
round of applause.

Bina Robins

Upon going to press, we learned the sad news
that Bina Robins, nee Warschawski, born in Bialy-
stok, died on March 6, 1988 after a serious illness, in
San Francisco. Surviving her are sisters Ida Corom-
inas, and Etta and brother-in-law Max Aston.



April, 1988

BIALYSTOKER STIMME 23

ITZCHAK IVRI HAS PASSED AWAY NOTED
HEBREW SCHOLAR AND STYLIST

Itzchak Ivri, famous writer, researcher and edi-

tor passed away in August 1987 at the age of

78. Even though mention was made in the Rosh
Hashanah Bialystoker Stimme, more has to be writ-
ten about him.

Itzchak Ivri was the editor-in-chief of the
Hebrew Weekly, now in its 66th year, for 15 years
until his retirement in 1985. He followed the great
legacy of the early editor Menachem Ribalow and
Daniel Persky, devoting great skill, energy and
devotion in editing the Hadoar which was so
beloved to him. He was very discriminating in the
choice of articles for each edition.

Itzchak Ivri was born in Bialystok to a long line
of a Rabbinic family. His father Rabbi Yakov Mish-
kinsky was Rav in Bialystok. On his mother’s side,
he was a scion of the Fajans family, also of a long
line of Rabbis. His grandfather was Rabbi David
Fajans, Chief Rabbi of Bialystok. His mother passed
away at an early age and from that time he expe-

honoring our martyrs in a massive Kaddish also
assumed the function of a moral forum for crimes
against humanity. Joined by people of conscience,
the survivors have succeeded to force to the surface
the many undercurrents which caused the Holocaust
and still threaten the security of world Jewry. In the
process they revealed that their concerns are of uni-
versal validity and a warning to all those worried
about the ills plaguing our own society.

America gradually realized that remembering
the Holocaust inspired guarding human rights and
vigorous striving for more ethical conscience, more
moral responsibility and active intervention in all
kind of violation and suppression of innate human
prerogatives.

The lesson, message and legacy of the Holocaust
are inexhaustible. Its memory must be kept alive and
cannot be forsaken by those who survived and wit-
nessed the agonizing struggle of their brethren who
died with the unshakable belief in ultimate justice
and trust in the world. There is growing pressure on
survivors to renounce the tragic past for the sake of
reconciliation and forgiveness. But we, survivors,
believing in the wuniversal validity of “Yom
Hashoa,” will observe it in unity and solidarity with
all people of conscience and pass on the sacred
memory of our martyrs to future generations for the
sake of world Jewry and humanity at large.

rienced great hardship. He received semicha into the
Rabbinate in Bialystok. Later, he left Bialystok to
study medicine in Berlin.

In 1935 Itzchak Ivricame to Israel and continued
his studies in medicine at Hebrew University in Jer-
usalem. For unknown reasons he switched to writ-
ing, joining the newspaper “Davar,” and gained
great popularity as a skilled political analyst in writ-
ing and on the radio under the pseudonym
“Politics.”

Itzchak Ivri was recognized as a man of high
culture, a “maskil” and knowledgeable in many
areas of wide scholarship. He was a great translator
in Hebrew of many secular classics. The famous
Habimah Theatre put on the play ““Death of a Sales-
man” by Arthur Miller from the translation of
Itzchak Ivri.

In 1950 he came to America to represent the
“Davar” newspaper in Washington. After his
assignment he decided to remain in the United
States. President Zalman Shazar highly recom-
mended him to the Histadrut Ivrit for the editorship
of the Hadoar, and he was accepted. During his
editorship with the Hadoar, he won great admira-
tion and respect among the followers of Hebrew
culture.

To his “Sheloshim,” the Histadrut Ivrit, the
Hadoar and a host of his friends paid high tribute to
his memory.

Professors Yacov Kabakov and Chaim Liff of
the quarterly ““Bitzaron™ extolled the great contri-
bution the deceased made to Hebrew culture, litera-
ture and particularly to the Hadoar.

Professor Itzchak Barzilai delivered a most mov-
ing eulogy. He who was one of Ivri’s closest friends
from the early years in Bialystok, spoke about those
early years, coming from an illustrious family satu-
rated with Torah and scholarship. After Ivri gradu-
ated from Tachkemoni in Bialystok, his father asked
him to continue the family chain of tradition in the
Rabbinate. Ivri, however, sought his future in the
broader field of Hebrew letters, where he made his
lasting contribution. Finally, he will be remembered
as a true product of the great cultural ““City of
Bialystok.” His memory, is indeed a blessing.

BB
PN

Become Members of the Bialystoker Center
and Home for The Aged
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UNIVERSAL VALIDITY OF “YOM HASHOA”

The ‘““Final Solution of The Jewish Question”
which resulted in the annihilation of six million
European Jews left the survivors of the catastrophe
with pain so profound that they felt alienated and
isolated from the entire world. With passing time,
the prolonged process of coming to terms with the
tragic past, evolved the need to share the sorrow
with new friends, congregations and communities.
An annual observance, devoted to commemorating
the Holocaust, became known as “Yom Hashoa’ in
Israel and is now professed by every Jewish com-
munity worldwide. On this solemn occasion, Jews
are often joined by people of conscience of every
race and creed, identifying with the Jewish loss and
concerned with the future of mankind.

In the United States, “Yom Hashoa,” known as
the Remembrance Day, was gradually adopted
throughout the country and found its permanent
place in the hearts of the people. Remembrance Day
commemorations increase yearly in scope and
number. According to official statistics in the last
year, all states of the nation issued proclamations
during the Week of Remembrance and held ceremo-
nies in their capitals with the participations of gover-
nors and elected officials. In addition, one hundred
and fifty large cities followed the lead of their gover-
nors in setting up ceremonies. In New York, the 1987
Remembrance Day was commemorated on April
26th at the Felt Forum of the Madison Square
Garden for a crowd of 6,000. The two hour cerem-
ony, combining Memorial for the Six Million and
the 44th Annual Commemoration of the Warsaw
Ghetto Uprising, included the habitual candle light-
ing by survivors, their children and grandchildren
and the traditional Hebrew prayers for the dead. A
Jewish Guest Choir from Romania chanted songs of
the Warsaw Ghetto and of the Jewish communities
of Eastern Europe.

The roster of dignitaries included Hon. Donald
P. Hodel, U.S. Secretary of the Interior His. Exc.
Meir Rosenne, Ambassador of Israel to the U.S.,
Hon. Alfonse D’Amato, Senator of the State of N.Y.
and Hon. Edward I. Koch, Mayor of the City of New
York.

Messages have been received from President
Ronald Reagan and President Chaim Herzog. Hon.
Mario Cuomo proclaimed April 26th as the Warsaw
Ghetto Uprising Day for the State of N.Y. at the
same time honoring the Warsaw Ghetto Resistance
Organization (WAGRO) which made the Ghetto
Uprising the center piece of its yearly observance.

Though fierce battles against the Nazis took

® By Dr. Luba Krugman Gurdus

place in every large ghetto, like Bialystok, Covno,
Vilno, Cracow and Lwow, nevertheless, the Warsaw
Ghetto Uprising, first to resist the formidable Nazi
adversary, still symbolizes the universal Jewish
spirit of defiance and heroism.

Wagro’s annual commemorations, previously
held at Temple Emanu-El, gained yearly in impor-
tance and esteem. They assembled under one roof
every segment of the city’s Jewish community and
prominent leaders who remembered the ghetto
heroes together with the Israeli freedom fighters.
The flame of Jewish resistance carried from the
ghettos and camps of Poland to light the path of the
Jewish struggle and ultimately freedom in Israel,
now enhances the fight of the Soviet Prisoners of
Zion and the effort of Jews still hunting Nazi war
criminals and their collaborators.

During the 1987 Commemoration, it became
clear that while the 1986 ceremony was marred by
Austrian presidential elections in which Kurt Wald-
heim emerged as a favorite for the office, the 1987
rites were overshadowed by U.S. protectionism
shielding Nazi collaborators, like Karl Linnas. The
proverbial insensitivity of some American officials
to the Jewish pursuit of justice was voiced by Mena-
chem Rosensaft, Founding Chairman of the Inter-
national Network of Children of Holocaust
Survivors, who stated with apparent indignation:

“Today, as we remember our tragic past, we are

dismayed by the insensitivity toward Nazi Ger-

many’s crimes against humanity that some of
our nation’s leaders have demonstrated during
the past several years.”

The plight of the Soviet Jews was mentioned by
the Hon. Donald P. Hodel, who said:

“It is appropriate to remember that the Warsaw

Ghetto Uprising began on the Eve of Passover,

the festival that marks the first successful effort

of a people to gain freedom. This past week,
forty-four years after the Uprising began, the

Passover once more has been completed. But

freedom is not complete.”

Deploring the plight of Soviet Jews whose “free-
dom is not complete,” the Secretary neglected to
mention that freedom is also not complete for Amer-
ican Jews, subjected to various manifestations of the
Nazi Legacy of hatred which poisoned a large seg-
ment of American society.

It is obvious that the Day of Remembrance
which emerged as an annual commemoration
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BIALYSTOK LEADERS MEETS
KFAR CHABAD LUBAVITCH

Mr. Izaak Rybal and Mr. Sol Krim, Bialystoker
leaders, recently participated in a parlor meeting to
benefit the Lubavitch Vocational Schools on the
Kfar Chabad campus in Israel, near Tel-Aviv. The
conference was held at the Great Neck home of Tina
and Philip Machnikoff.

The program at the meeting included welcoming
remarks by Tina and Philip Machnikoff. They des-
cribed the work of the schools in Israel and their
recent visit to the Kfar Chabad campus. Mrs. Mach-
nikoff explained the beautiful link of world-wide
Jewry through Torah learning and experiences and
how the Lubavitch network of slickim has aided in
this effort.

Rabbi Jacob J. Hecht, Executive Vice-President
of the National Committee for the Furtherance of
Jewish Education spoke. He focused his remarks on
the importance of the Jewish holiday period and the
tremendous impact that these holidays should have
on the individual. Rabbi Hecht also spoke of the
involvement and commitment of the guests of honor
of the evening, Mr. & Mrs. Morris Chalfin and Mrs.
Goldie Damast. In addition, Rabbi Hecht made
presentations to the Chalfin and Damast families
and presented a special tribute to Mr. Murray

Izaak Rybal, Rabbi David Laine and Sol Krim

Damast who was a leader in community and active
worker on behalf of many philanthropic endeavors.

Mr. Izaak Rybal and Mr. Sol Krim were intro-
duced to the audience and presented their gifts to the
organization’s Executive Director of Development,
Rabbi David Laine.

The Kfar Chabad School was grateful for the
participation of the Bialystoker leadership at this
meeting in the Machnikoff home.

remember the Dialogues in the Middle Ages such as
those forcibly imposed on Nachmonides who won,
hands down, and was forced into exile.

Fourth: The Jewish faith is composed of a rela-
tionship between the Creator and the Jew. Thisisan
intimate union. This represents an intimate expe-
rience of the soul which does not lend itself to a
public dialogue. “Walking humbly with the
Almighty” is for us a holy command.

Fifth: Our concept of sanctity is paired with
separateness. We shun open polemics, preferring
personal introspection and soul searching. This is
the opposite of dialogue. This Jewish uniqueness is
in contrast to Catholicism and to Western culture
generally. You conduct intimate relationships
between husband and wife publicly, while with us it
is always intimate and private.

Sixth: Yours is a missionary religion. Christen-
dom imposes on its faithful a missionary spirit. They
are obligated to carry their mission to Jews. To the
contrary, we shun it. Yours is to demonstrate the
righteousness of your faith. We have no argument
with you. You fulfill your religious commands. We
Jews, fulfill ours, which teach us to distance our-

selves from dialogues.

Seventh: When a universal non-Jew is liberal,
and shows sympathy to Jews, we have no reason to
suspect his motives. When a priest is liberal, we have
cause to suspect him. Known or unknown, his
motive is missionary. Finally, he hopes, Jews “will
see the light.” This is the drive, possibly, to
dialogues.

Eighth: The relationship between the two faiths
will be friendlier when they will make peace with
reality; that they are two religions which are basi-
cally and absolutely different one from the other,
without any loss, not to seek similarities that are not
available. Let respect prevail among the faiths, ris-
ing above their differences.

Jews who are ignorant in Jewish prayer and have
not delved into the realm of Judaism, and are not
knowledgeable in Christianity, seek similarities in
both. One who is more involved in his own religion
respects the other’s religion, in spite of the
differences.

The Cardinal acceeded to the Rav’s clear reason-
ing. Orthodox Jewry, almost unanimously, is
opposed to a dialogue.
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A SEQUEL TO ANI MAAMIN

The ‘‘survivors” are the most authentic wit-
nesses, but alas their ranks are thinning out. When
during World War II, as 6 million Jews were system-
atically carried off in box cars to the designated
extermination camps,. the world powers who were
within range to bomb the rails leading to the camps,
ignored the human catastrophe. They were only
Jews. World diplomats ignored the tragedy, clergy-
men, the Catholic Church, remained silent. There
was complete silence. This was a signal to the Nazis
to continue making Europe “Judenrein.” To the
refrain of ““Ani Maamin” and *““Shema Yisroel” six
million lives were snuffed out. Ironically enough, 43
years later the Holocaust is denied or minimized by a
frightful number of anti-semites. Even in Japan,
where the Jewish population is very tiny, anti-
semitic literature is voluminous.

The American Jewish Community and its lead-
ership are now accused for not having been militant
and vocal enough to arouse public conscience and
prod our government in Washington, with an outcry
of “gevalt,” rescue “ratevet.” Instead, they were
admitted through the back door to see President
Roosevelt. He was gracious and promised to do
something after the war. After the war there were 6
million exterminated Jews. Jews marched, they
filled Madison Square Garden listening to speeches
by politicians and Jewish leaders, availing nothing.
It was like ““a voice calling in the wilderness.” It
didn’t make a ripple.

Presently, we are in the midst of a “dialogue
dilemma.” Our self-styled American Jewish leader-
ship is pursuing and pressing for a Jewish-Vatican
dialogue, to bring about a better understanding
between Christians and Jews. We are reminded that
a generation ago we were represented by Jewish
“Shtadlonim,” who subserviently appeared before
world leaders pleading our cause which resulted in
degradation. The self-styled leader went to the Vati-
can and came away empty handed. Two questions
were posed: Why did the Pope grant an audience to
Kurt Waldheim? To this there was no answer. Why
doesn’t the Vatican recognize the State of Israel?
The Pope responded that first a Palestinian state
must be established. Only Eli Wiesel displayed Jew-
ish dignity by refusing an invitation to the Vatican.

Dr. Hillel Seidman, the champion and authentic
authority on the Holocaust, like the late I. Shmule-
witz, recently revealed the reason why Rabbi Dr.
Joseph B. Soloveitchik, known as the “Rav,” the
leading Rabbinic authority of our time, staunchly
opposed dialogue.

® By RABBI MAX B. POSNANSKY

In 1962, when ecumenical discussions were
underway between some Jews and Vatican leaders,
Rabbi Soloveitchik was approached to give consent
to the dialogue. He flatly refused. A meeting was
arranged, privately, between him and Yafanes Car-
dinal Hillebrandt of Holland, who was recognized
as a liberal and friendly to the Jews. The following
ensued:

The Cardinal said: “Truthfully, the Church
sinned hundreds of years, especially during the
Holocaust. Now there is a chance for reconciliation,
and a necessity for a dialogue, which can be a bless-
ing for both. I admit that there are conservatives in
our midst who learned nothing. I think we have the
upper hand and we can clarify matters, therefore,
the dialogue is important.”

The Rav replied: “The score between the Jews
and the Church is a massive one. It takes in thou-
sands of years saturated with Jewish blood. One
cannot erase the great hurt with words and declara-
tions. If in truth there is such a movement, it must be
with accomplishments and not words. First, the Vat-
ican has to recognize the State of Israel. The Pope
has to do that. Second, the Vatican has to recognize
that the Jews are the ““Nation of Torah,” with reve-
lation at Sinai, which we observe with untold
sacrifices.”

The Cardinal replied: “I recognize the bond
between the Bible and the Jews, including those in
the present.”

The Rav asked: “Are you and the Vatican pre-
pared for a public admission?”” No reply.

The Rav’s opposition to dialogue are numerous.
They are his sequel to Ani Maamin.

First: There is no such thing as “Jewish Theol-
ogy,” therefore, there are no Jewish “Theologians.”

Second: Where the Church trains scholarly and
competent theologians in their seminaries, we, on
the other hand, have no such institutions. Plainly,
wo do not occupy ourselves with a so-called Jewish
Theology. Our study is Torah, Halacha and laws.
We can talk about Jewish philosophy, Jewish his-
tory, but not “Jewish Theology.”

Third: You posses expert learned theologians;
specialists in the field. Who are the spokesmen for
Jews and Judaism?”

Self-styled, unqualified spokesmen appear
whose knowledge in Judaism is meager, therefore,
misleading and unrepresentative. True giants in
Torah will not partake in dialogue. We well
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Park /Zabludow-Bielsk Podlaski — Orla — Szczyty
— Bialowieze — Narew/; Historical Information:
a/ on monuments /Dr. Jozef Maroszek/; b/ on
cemeteries /Dr. Waclaw Szerszunowicz — The
Symbolism on the Jewish Cemeteries in the Bialys-
tok Region/.

Thursday, September 17

9:00 The Ceremony at the Monuments of the
Heroes of the Ghetto and Ludwik Zamenhof and
the Commemorating Plate of the Great Synagogue
and Icchok Malmed.

9:30 Doc. Dr. Michal Gnatowski /Bialystok/
The Jews of the Bialystok Region during the Nazi
Occupation — Main Problems. Sara Bender /Tel
Aviv/ Bialystok Ghetto: Jewish leadership, day-to-
day life and the formation of the idea of resistance
and revolt. Bronia Klibanska /Jerusalem/ Prepara-
tion to the Military Uprising in the Bialystok Ghetto
from November 1942 to August 1943. Mgr. Wal-
demar Monkiewicz /Bialystok/ The Annihilation of
the Jews in the Bialystok Region. Discussion.

Antony Murkies /Brighton — Australia/ Jewish
Schools in Bialystok in the Period Between the
Wars. Dr. Olga Goldberg /Jerusalem/ Polish-
Jewish Contacts in the Folk Culture in Podlasie —
Customs. Dr. Ewa Frys-Pietraszkowa /Krakow/
Polish-Jewish Contacts in the Folk Culture in Pod-
lasie — Craft. History Circle /Bialystok/ The Jew-
ish Population in the Eyes of Christians on the
Example of Ciechanowiec. Jenny Wajsenberg /Mel-
bourne/ The Jews Emigration from Podlasie Region
in Australia 1919-1939. Discussion.

3:00 p.m. Mgr. Miroslaw Leszczak /Siemia-
tycze/ The Destruction of the Jewish Population of
Siemiatycze during the Second World War. Dr.
Jozef Kowalczyk, Mgr. Waldemar Monkiewicz
/Bialystok/ The Help for the Jews in the Bialystok
Region during the World War II. Mgr. Tomasz
Wisniewski /Bialystok/ The Cemetery of Bialystok
Ghetto in the Years 1941-1971. discussion.

Final Discussion

6:00 p.m. Summary of the conference and Clos-
ing Ceremony.

LOOKING FOR FAMILY

Looking for family from Bialystok by the names
of Palter or Sukenick. Please contact

Andy Farber
1000 North Allen Street
Robinson, 11 62454
Telephone — (618) 544-8550

IMPRESSIVE ANNUAL
CONCERT AT LINCOLN
CENTER IN NEW YORK

The Bialystoker Center and Home for the elderly
in New York, maintains a tradition of conducting
magnificent concerts. However, the 13th annual
concert with its wonderful program surpassed them
all. The overflowing audience of 3,000 in the impos-
ing Avery Fisher Hall was enthralled with the rendi-
tions of the famous artists, constantly calling for
encores.

The musical review in Yiddish, English and
Hebrew, under the title of “With Love, to Israel,”
was arranged and directed by Mrs. Ada Einhorn.
The artists who performed, included the popular
comedians Allen and Rossi; the dynamic sensational
singer Kathy Blackwell; the reputed cantor folk sin-
ger Sol Zim; and the Klezmer Trio under the direc-
tion of the unforgettable Giora Feidman. The artists
were accompanied by the well known Sol Sicori
orchestra.

After intermission Mr. Sam Solasz, President of
the Bialystoker Center addressed the audience in
English, and the Executive Director, Mr. Izaak
Rybal spoke in Yiddish. Mr. Solasz described quite
vividly, the multi-faceted functions of the Bialys-

toker Center and Home in the Jewish community of
New York,

Mr. Izaak Rybal, the Executive Director of the
Bialystoker Center, underscored in his brief talk
that, as was his custom in the past, speak in Yiddish.
This tradition, so precious to him, to bring the greet-
ing in “Mame loshon” of Bialystok to the assemb-
lage in the majestic Avery Fisher Hall. Secondly, in
these thirteen years, we have been the first Jewish
organization to bring in the Israeli flag and chant
Hatikvah and the American National Anthem.

In conclusion, Mr. Rybal profusely thanked all
the organizations who continually cooperate in
bringing large audiences to these concerts. Specifi-
cally, he praised Masada, the branch that is com-
posed mainly of survivors of the Holocaust, 600
strong. “They are always willing and ready to be of
service to the Bialystoker Center.” Mr. Rybal con-
gratulated Masada on its 40th anniversary at which
time the guest speaker was the celebrated ““survivor”
Eli Weisel, the recipient of the Nobel Prize. Mr.
Rybal wished the audience a happy new year, replete
with joy, health and prosperity.
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PROGRAM OF THE INTERNATIONAL
CONFERENCE IN BIALYSTOK

Our friend Max Ratner, from Cleveland, Ohio,
was invited to attend the International Conference
in Bialystok. He was unable to go to Poland at that
time. Therefore, he sent us the program, which will
follow.

The official name of the International Scientific
Conference was: ““500 Years Of Jewish Settlement In
Podlasie.” The Conference took place in Bialystok,
September 14-17, 1987, and the sponsors were: Insti-
tute Of History, Bialystok Branch Of Warsaw Uni-
versity, Jewish Historical Institute, and Bialystok
Scientific Society.

The proceedings were divided into four sessions.
All of them, except one, were held in Bialystok, on
Electriczna Street No. 1. Tuesday morning, Sep-
tember 15, the conference moved to the Talmud
House in Tykocin, and came back to Bialystok the
same afternoon. Wednesday, September 16, the
delegates went on a tour of the towns that surround
Bialystok. They held memorial services at the Jew-
ish Cemeteries and visited places of interest in the
area.

Monday, September 14

9:30 Opening ceremony; Dr. Anatol Leszczynski
/Warsaw/ Some Problems of the History of the
Podlasie Jews from 1487 to 1795. Dr. Shmuel A.
Arthur Cygielman /Beer Sheva/ The Pinkas of the
Bocki Kahal as a Source of the History of the Com-
munity at the End of the 18th century. Prof. Dr.
Jacob Goldberg /Jerusalem/ Jew and the Inn in
Kodlasie in the 18th century. Discussion.

3:00 p.m. Dr. Mordechaj Nadav /Jerusalem/
The Kahal of Tykocin in Old Poland. Prof. Dr.
Zenon Guldon /Kielce/ The Jewish Population in
the towns of Podlaskie Voivodship in the End of the
18th century. Dr. Krzysztof Link-Lenczowski
/Krakow/ The Attitude of the Regional Councils
towards the Jews in Podlasie in the 16th to 18th
Centuries. Discussion.

7:00 p.m. Reception at the Town Hall with the
city authorities.

Tuesday, September 15

9:00 a.m. Departure to Tykocin; Parallel ses-
sions: a/ papers in Section 11/1795-1918/ and Sec-
tion II1/1795-1918; b/ short papers in Section I —
cont.

9:30 a.m. Papers in Section II and Section III;
Dr. Adam Dobronski /Bialystok/ Some problems
of the History of the Jews in the Bialystok Region in
the Years 1795-1918. Dr. Piotr Wrobel /Warsaw/
The Jews in Bialystok 1918-1939. Prof. Dr. Moshe
Mishkinsky /Tel Aviv/ The Role of Bialystok in the
Period of Coming into Being of the Jewish Workers
Movement. Discussion.

Dr. Jozef Maroszek /Bialystok/ “Rural Jews”
in Podlasie in the 16th to the 18th Centuries. Dr.
Jerzy Senkowski /Warsaw/ The Jewish Judiciary
System in Korona, Especially in Podlasie. Prof. Dr.
Daniel Tollet /Paris/ Saul Wahl — The Legend of
the Jewish One-Day king in Poland. Discussion.
Return to Bialystok.

3:00 p.m. no. 1/Prof. Dr. Mordechaj Altschuler
/Jerusalem/ The Jews of the Suwalki Region during
the World War L. Prof. Dr. Israel Oppenheim /Beer
Sheva/ National Democracy and the Jewish Prob-
lem 1895-1905. Dr. Zofia Abramowicz/Bialystok/
Names of the Bialystok Jews in the Years 1886-1939.
Prof. Dr. Yosef Salmon /Beer Sheva/ Rabbi Shmuel
Mohilover. Dr. Israel Bartal /Jerusalem/ Professor
Israel Halpern: The Historian of Jewish Autonomy.
Prof. Dr. Jeffrey S. Gurock /New York/ Aspects in
the History of the Jews from Bialystok in New York
1880-1920. Discussion.

2/ Dr. Robert M. Shapiro /Baltimore/ Jewish
Religious Community in Bialystok in 1918-1939.
Mgr. Jozef Adelson /Warsaw/ Social and Profes-
sional Structure of the Jewish Population in Suwalki
on the Basis of the National Census in 1921, 1931.
Doc. Dr. Marian Fuks /Warsaw/ The Jewish Press
in Bialystok 1918-1939. Dr.Zofia Sokol /Rzeszow/
Jewish Libraries and Reading in Bialystok. Michal
Taboryski /Warsaw/ Jewish Workers in the
Workers Movement in the Bialystok Region 1918-
1929. Dr. Zbigniew Zaporowski /Lublin/ The Jew-
ish Population in Biala Podlaska in the Years
1918-1939. Discussion.

Wednesday, September 16

8:30 The Ceremony commemorating the
memory of the victims of the Czarist pogrom of 1906
at the cemetery on Wschodnia Str. Historical Infor-
mation /Doc. Dr. Adam Dobronski/

9:00 Expedition to places of historic and tourist
interest — cemeteries — synagogues — National
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MY BIALYSTOK

® By Sol Krim

Fellow Jews, rescue! I would have screamed! Are
you insane? Why shout? Rescue whom? Your Bialys-
tok perished long ago. Where were you?

I was in New York and saw no evil. My Bialystok
lives on in my memory; in my fantasy.

True, Bialystok is only one city in the accursed
Poland; not the largest; certainly not the most
comfortable.

When my children were asking me about my
youth in Bialystok, my answer was: “Look about
you in our home and whatever you see, we did not
have. No fine furniture, no radio or television, none
of the accessories. Only one skate for sports, not
even boots. Yes, I remember the frost bite. It was
complete depravation, and we did not know any
better. Secondly, these luxuries which you take for
granted, would have been unaffordable.

Yet, Bialystok is deeply imbedded in my heart, in
my entire being. Now, particularly since I have been
closely identified with the Bialystoker Center and
Home, and I discovered the glowing star of Bialys-
tok and its menshlichkeit, whose greatest service is
to humanity, not for the reward of “Kovod.”

Over the next few precious years that we have,
our task is to see how the world will remember us.
Will the world only remember the skeletons on the
day we crawled out of the German death camps to
meet those young allied soldiers who liberated us?
Or will they see the faces of men and women of
determination and dignity who have been restored
to life and who have given so much, so often... Times
have changed. People are willing to listen to us now,
anxious to learn. Together we can strengthen one
another, to retell our story even when our personal
strength wanes.”

“You and I have been honored tonight for what
we have done after the Holocaust, for remembering
and not letting others forget! Yet I believe that there
is still more for us to do. Our enemy now is time. We
know how fragile we all are. Our work can not be
done alone, but only together. Together we can have
an impact, for alone we can be ignored and cast
aside.

And I pledge that together we shall remain for
the next years — and perhaps equally important is
the testimony which will be our collective legacy to
generations yet to come.’

As I moved closer to the operation and service of
the Bialystoker Home for the elderly, I, for the first
time sensed the mighty spirit that had prevailed in
the original Bialystok, and this is a transfer from the
old home, which now is history.

Now, I come once more with an outcry: “Gevalt,
rescue our Home, the remnant and ideal of
Bialystok.

The new laws, rules and regulations of New York
State throw us into an alarming deficit. Instead of
greater allocations, we face financial cuts. A facility
like our Home requires constant repair, and that
takes money. The wall must be firm and in good
repair. We are in need of 44 new windows, which we
have already ordered; there is a need for a new hot
water boiler. Even the lobby needs refurbishing. It
will be done, and hopefully, with your help. We even
have water beds, and every room must have a fire
alarm. Every floor requires a nurses station, accord-
ing to State regulations.

There are constant changes and innovations,
which we are obligated to pursue. Every floor has a
different category of residents — ambulatory and
those who are helpless and require constant help and
attention. The State doles out the money, which,
does not cover the added expenses. Our allocation
has been much less during the last two years. There-
fore, our need now is far greater than ever before.

It is now 57 years since the late David Sohn
undertook to build the Home. It was his labor of
love and unique enthusiasm. He rallied around him,
his Bialystoker landsleit until the dream came true.
Now, at this juncture, we must vow to pursue in this
labor of humanitarian love and devotion. It is the
scion of Bialystok.

We inherited two legacies from David Sohn —
the Bialystoker Home and Izaak Rybal. We must
keep this trust. As mentioned in other articles, [zaak
and Molly have given 40 years of supreme service.
Now must come our response in commitment. The
culmination of 40 years of recognition of this valiant
service by Izaak and Molly is a grand banquet in
their honor; a mark of gratitude and high recogni-
tion of the sacrifice they made over this span of
years. I ask all our landsleit and friends to come to
this banquet and be “Mesameiach” and rejoice with
Izaak and Molly. Our task remains to fulfill a legacy
and assure the progress of the Bialystoker Home.

Please put this important date on your calendar
— MAY 15th 1988 at the Waldorf Astoria. Since I
became so closely involved with the Bialystoker
Center and Home, we never ran a function exclu-
sively for the Home itself. Our concern was always
for Israel, its soldiers, its hospitals and the care of
children of lost fathers. I feel confident that with the
association of our friends from our sister-city,
Grodno, this affair will be a huge success.
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rees. Solomon Zynstein, The Chairman of the Exec-
utive Board of the American Gathering, spoke
about the miracle of Hanukkah portraying vividly
the difference between the glorious but cold illumi-
nations and modern lightings in and outside the
hotel with the warmth and fervidness which emanate
from the little Hanukkah candle which glows brigh-
ter and stronger each consecutive night during the
symbolic and holy festival of lights.

“When they will ask me in Israel, where I spent
last Saturday and Sunday, I shall tell them that I was
among the ““Army” of the survivors, which is the
second and strongest front of the State of Israel’ —
declared Yitzhak Rabin.

“In the long and tragic history of the Jewish
people, the danger of complete annihilation and
total destruction was never greater than during
World War Two.”

“Had there been a strong Jewish State at that
time, how different the fate and kismet of the Jewish
people would have been.

“Even in our days our enemies lie in wait and
endanger our existence; our only defense and protec-
tion is and remains a strong and confident State. We
seek peace with our Arab neighbors; we do not want
to make war on anyone, but we shall never
surrender.”

“The world does not respect a dead Jew. We
shall live and defend our lives and our land the way
we shall find fit, irrespective of the opinions and ill
advice of the U.N. or other “friends.”

“The Jewish people has survived the Holocaust
but has also lived to see the beginning of our
national redemption and the rebirth of a free and
independent State of Israel and only if we will
remain strong and united, we shall force our Arab
neighbors to enter into negotiations with us for a just
and permanent peace.”

“As a General of the Israel Defense Forces, the
“Zvah Hagana Le’Israel,” I salute you, my brothers
and sisters, survivors of the Shoa, as the Reserve
Army of the State of Israel” — concluded General
Yitzhak Rabin his-speech under a burst of applause.

Sam Halpern, the tribute chairman then intro-
duced the children of the Meeds: their son, Dr.
Steven Meed and his wife Rita; their daughter Dr.
Anna Scherzer and her husband, Dr. Joseph
Scherzer. Steven delivered a beautiful tribute to his
parents and Anna “‘warmed”’ their heart with a par-
tisan song, under her own accompaniment on the
piano.

Many congratulatory telegrams have been re-
ceived. President and Mrs. Ronald Reagan wished
“Mazel tov” to Ben Meed and wished all guests a
Happy Hanukkah, saying “May the glow of the
Menorah candles shed the light of freedom and
peace during the holy season.”

Prime Minister of Israel, Yitzhak Shamir praised
Meed’s efforts to commemorate the memory of the
six million Kedoshim and his dedication to the cause
of welfare and development of the State of Israel.

Telegrams were also received from Vice Presi-
dent Bush, New York Senator, Alfonse D’Amato,
New York Mayor, Ed Koch, National Director of
the Anti-Defamation League, Abraham Foxman,
Executive Director of the United Jewish Appeal,
Ernest Michel, Nobel Peace Prize winner, Elie Wie-
sel and others.

At the conclusion of the evening, Benjamin
Meed was presented with the Elie Wiesel National
Remembrance Award. Afterwards, Ben delivered a
very emotional response in which he said:

“I am honored to be linked with the State of
Israel, honored to have Yitzhak Rabin, the Defense
Minister of the State of Israel, present the Elie Wie-
sel Remembrance Award to me.”

“The act of witness that has been so central to
our life task will long endure. And yet, I wish that
there had been no need for a remembrance award.
That the now vanished world in which there were
thousands of cities and shtetls and millions of Jews,
rich and poor, old and young still existed. I can still
dream of that world, in which Rabbis’ and Poets,
Merchants and Workers alike spoke MAME-
LOSHEN, Yiddish.”

“We survivors did not choose our life, we did not
create our fate, we did not chart our destiny. Fate
seared our soul and shattered our lives.”

“What we have chosen together is to remember;
to remember our Kedoshim and the brutality of
their deaths, to preserve the memory of their lives, its
sanctity and vitality; and to warn the world of what
can happen if madness again rules and if peoples’
conscience stands aside.”

“Our uniqueness as Holocaust survivors is not in
the fact that we have suffered, but in the way that we
have responded to suffering — our answer to death
was to create life. We have said NO. — No to those
who wanted to end Jewish history. We recreated
Jewish life in Israel and our collective lives as Jews in
America. Holocaust survivors fought for the exist-
ence and security of the State of Israel. Israel’s exist-
ence a few years earlier might possibly have made a
crucial difference, — more important the world
would have responded differently if Israel had
existed, and if world Jewry would have been organ-
ized as it is today.”

“All of us started our new lives with nothing, but
we did not ask for charity. We worked long hours
and educated our children and instilled in them the
pride of our heritage.”

“Over the past forty years we have remained
faithful to the command of our Kedoshim,
“Remember and do not let the world forget.”
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(Left to right, Brig. Gen (Res) Yehudah Halevy, President and Chief 'Executive Officer Israel

Bond, Sam Halpern of Hillside, NJ, Tribute Chairman Vladka Meed, Yitzhak Rabin, Benjamin
Meed, Miles Lerman of Vineland, NJ, General Chairman of the dinner Leah Rabin, David Chase
of Hartford, CT Dinner Chairman.

frightful calamity which devoured a third of our
people, the brutal murder of our 6 million Kedoshim
by the heinous German murderers, and to stand side
by side, shoulder to shoulder with the newly, out of
the ashes, reborn Jewish State of Israel. It is only
natural that the American Gathering/Federation
should actively participate in all endeavors of other
Jewish organizations, like the Israel Bonds, to help
and support the State of Israel.

The Israel Bond Organization has established a
special National Remembrance Award named after
the recent Nobel Peace Prize winner, Elie Wiesel.

The first two recipients, in the years past, were
Elie Wiesel and Zygmunt Strochlitz. On December
20th, 1987 the Elie Wiesel National Remembrance
Award was presented to Benjamin Meed, President
of the American Gathering/Federation of Jewish
Holocaust Survivors, at a gala banquet at the Foun-
tainbleau Hotel in Miami Beach. That dinner/ban-
quet has been a great success both in attendance and
in the financial results achieved. The latter was also

due to the fact that all over the country friends of

Benjamin Meed arranged private parlor parties at
their homes for potential buyers of Israel Bonds.
Those meetings were very successful and made it
superfluous to call out donors by name at the dinner.
The evening of the dinner coincided with the kin-
dling of the sixth Hanukkah candle. The famous
Jewish Metropolitan Opera singer, former refugee
from Russia, Misha Raitzin conducted the kindling
ceremony. Miles Lerman, the chairman of the
dinner reminisced in his opening remarks about the
tragic past of the survivors which led from ““the days
of annihilation to the miracle of renaissance.”

“Some of us, perhaps, hoped and dreamed but
never really believed that we shall survive and live to
come to Miami and buy Bonds for a renewed State
of Israel” — said Miles Lerman.

Abe Resnick, Commissioner of Miami Beach
greeted the gathering with a quotation from Psalms
133:1 7~ 03 onx naw o°va am 210 a» ma “‘Behold how
good and how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell
together in unity!”

General Yehuda Halevi, an Iraqi Jew, despite his
lack of knowledge of Yiddish, nevertheless greeted
the guests in a few learned sentences, precisely in
Yiddish.

David Chase, the dinner chairman, thanking the
Almighty for saving his life during the Holocaust,
accentuated the fact, that because of his devotion to
the State of Israel, he considered himself a better Jew
and more conscientious American patriot.

With great anticipation the assembled guests
greeted the guest speaker of the evening, the Defense
Minister of Israel, General Yitzhak Rabin, who des-
pite the very tense situation at that time in Israel,
decided to postpone his return to Israel for 2 days in
order to address the gathering of survivors in Miami.

(The night before, there was a reception at the
same hotel for 80 survivors who bought Israel Bonds
for at least $100,000 each. General Rabin presented
each of them with a special plaque designed by the
American Gathering and took individual pictures
with all of them. This reception was chaired by the
senior V. President of the American Gathering, Sam
Bloch who gave a comprehensive overview of the
Jewish situation in the world. He also introduced
Gen. Rabin for a short greeting speech to the hono-
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HOLOCAUST SURVIVORS—SECOND
STRONGEST ARMY OF ISRAEL

“Holocaust Survivors — Second Strongest
Army of Israel” — Declared Yitzhak Rabin,
Defense Minister of Israel, Guest Speaker at the
National Bond Dinner in Honor of Benjamin
Meed, President of the American Gathering-
/Federation of Jewish Holocaust Survivors in
Miami Beach.

Izaak Rybalowski and Mike Kremer Partici-
pated as Representatives of The Bialystoker
Center and Home for the Aged. Representing
the Boston Holocaust, Moris Kesselman, was
also seated with us on the dais.

Last December 20th 1987 the Israel Bond Organ-
ization of America together with the American
Gathering/Federation of the Jewish Holocaust Sur-
vivors organized a gala Testimonial Dinner in honor
of the latter’s President, Benjamin Meed (and his
wife, Vladka, the courier of the underground move-
ment in the Warsaw Ghetto) at the Fountainbleau
Hotel in Miami Beach. The various activities and
achievements of both organizations are very well
known and much appreciated by all concerned in
America and Israel.

The same is true for the selected honorees.

It was no surprise that over 1400 people from all

® By Hirsh Altusky

over America and Canada came together that even-
ing and collectively pledged and bought over 30
million dollars Israel Bonds. In addition to buying
Bonds several guests loaned several million dollars,
through American Banks, to the State of Israel by
underwriting the cost of interest for the loans for
several years. The Bialystoker Center and Home for
the Aged which is a member of the American Gath-
ering and is very active in all social endeavors of the
Jewish Community in New York, was represented at
the Dinner by the Home’s Executive Director, [zaak
Rybalowski and its Vice-President, Mike Kremer.
Both of them are also Vice Presidents of the Ameri-
can Gathering/Federation and a friend Moris Kes-
selman, representing Boston were seated at the
“dais” among the honored guests of the evening.
The American Gathering/Federation of the
Jewish Holocaust Survivors was “born” in 1981 in
Israel, where over 10,000 Holocaust Survivors came
to Jerusalem and at the “Kotel Hamaaravi” (West-
ern Wall) declared their renaissance to a new life
after the Shoa and entrusted to the following genera-
tions a sacred Testament Never to Forget and not let
the world forget the dreadful catastrophe and

Benjamin Meed’s remarks after the presentation, part of the dais.
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with Yeshiva. This is a letter written 30 years ago, my
father, in his wisdom, kept it, it says.

YESHIVA UNIVERSITY HIGH SCHOOL
AMSTERDAN AVENUE AND 168th STREET
NEW YORK 33, N.Y.

OFFICE OF THE REGISTRAR
July 3, 1958

Mr. and Mrs. Leon Katz
51 West 174th Street
Bronx 53, N.Y.

Dear Mr. and Mrs. Katz:

The report card which we recently sent you
showed that your son failed in several subjects he
studied in our Hebrew department.

We will be glad to give him special examinations
in these subjects on September 8, 1958 at 9:30 in the
morning.

Unless he makes a better showing in these
“makeup” examinations, you will have to transfer
him from our school.

With all good wishes, I am

Sincerely yours,

Norman B. Abrams
Registrar

[ never took those exams 30 years ago. Well,
Yeshiva, now I am prepared to take those exams.
Thank you...

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

Jan. 31, 1988
Mr. 1. Rybal & Mrs. M. Bailin
Bialystoker Home
228 E. Broadway
New York, N.Y. 10002

Dear Mr. Rybal & Mrs. Bailin:

I am enclosing a check for your organization in
memory of my sister, Ruth Shultz, who died a week
ago.
I want to take this opportunity to thank you for
the excellent attention and care she received at your
Home these past 8 years. I visited Ruth quite fre-
quently over the years, and even dined with her at
least once a year. I always left extremely impressed
by the home-like ambience you provide for your
“guests.” I tell my friends and family, that if ever I
were to follow in Ruth’s footsteps in health, I’d
gladly place myself in your hands.

Again, my sincere thanks.

Leo Lipner

Dear Mrs. Bailin & Mr. Rybal:

There is always time to send a letter of com-
plaint, but less thought given to expressions of
thanks and appreciation.

You will recall, I often thank you and your staff,
verbally, for the kind care given to my father, Sam
Silverstein. It is time I put my thanks in writing. The
superb level of care given at the Bialystoker, (always
appreciated), is doubly apparent in contrast with the
blatant lack of interest and concern shown by the
staff of Beth Israel Hospital during my father’s
recent hospitalization.

I am always cheered by the welcome I receive
when I visit the Home, along with assurances, by the
elevator operator, that my father is doing well, that
he is ““a nice man,” and that he is being looked after.
I hope you know how much this contributes to his
family’s peace of mind.

I have been involved in administration long
enough to know where the credit lies, and I go on

record to commend your efforts and results.

Sincerely,
Martin Silverstein

MEMORIES OF

MOTHER

® By: Bernard Gevertzman
A volunteer at Bialystoker Home

Memories of Mother
Follow my shadow

As silently I tread
Walking among the dead.

Cord of life never severed
Reaching to the grave
Buried memories in the air
Coming closer if I dare.

Pictures of the past

Follow me

As we drive

With those no longer alive.

Wanting to share

The beauty of the road
With one so dear

But no longer here.

To touch her
Hear her voice
See her smile
Feel her near.

Thoughts go speeding by
On my hidden highway

Trying to capture
Yesterdays rapture.

Misty windows
From dry tears
Covering from sight
Her eternal light.

Reaching back
Into yesteryear
Through a haze
Reliving our days.

At every turn

Events reborn

Scenes come and go
No control on the flow.

Going in circles
Never an end
Faces and sound
Round and round.

Driving among dreams

A hundred thoughts a mile
Speeding to her past
Loving her to the last.
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I had to confront my own “Inside’ and “Out-
side” worlds when invitations went out for this
dinner. Business friends were surprised to learn that
I graduated from Yeshiva University. Those at
Yeshiva were equally surprised, but for a different
reason. “Could it be that one of our graduates is a
division President of a beauty company?”

In my generation at Yeshiva University, the
norm was cither to join the family business, or
become doctors, lawyers, professors or Rabbis. So
when Yeshiva University established a business
school, I felt it was an important step forward. When
they asked me to help organize the cosmetics, fra-
grances & toiletries industry as a support group — I
was glad to help. But why is it important that
Yeshiva University have a business school? To jus-
tifty my career choice and those of other executives?
Hardly.

The purpose is to bring the best and most rele-
vant of Jewish traditions to American business prac-
tices. This country has been very good to us and we
have something we can return in many areas — not
just in science, medicine and law but in business as
well. We can bring to the “Outside World” our
unique tradition of laws which guarantees the high-
est level of business ethics. For, contrary to popular
misconceptions about Jewish business practices —
Jewish law is scrupulous about insuring honest busi-
ness practices, fair treatment of employees and
responsibility for the care of the poor and unfortu-
nate. Commitments made that are never meant to be
kept and the “‘check is in the mail” syndrome are
not Kosher. Interesting and not often dis-
cussed, is the point that Jewish law is just as con-
cerned with the employee’s duty to his employer, be
it a single individual owner or a large group of
stockholders. We are commanded to insure that a
full day’s work is done, and that priority is given to
the employer’s goals and not to our own personal
growth agenda or financial gains.

Because of everything we read in newspapers and
see on television about businessmen, it is time for
Yeshiva University to help give moral leadership
and deal with the ditticult issues of business practi-
ces and ethics as they have dealt with issues in Jewish
law and science. [ applaud Yeshiva’s efforts in the
recent establishment, with the help of the financial
community, of a chair in business ethics at this
new school.

In my discussions with Dean Shiff, about his
goals and needs for the development of a great busi-
ness school, we agreed that it Yeshiva were to suc-
ceed it needed not only to attract teachers but to
attract top students regardless of their financial
resources. Towards that end, we decided that all
proceeds from this dinner would go to the establish-
ment of a scholarship fund. (Perhaps to give a more

Mr. & Mrs. Leon Katz

deserving “Neil Katz” a chance.) So here I am.
Twenty years of business and a lifetime of Jewish
tradition. Its all come together tonight, Inside and
Outside. Thanks to Ron Perelman and Sol Levine.
These men who are always in the forefront of charit-
able functions, religious and secular, serving as
chairman, committee members and honorers. They
are men who understand their role not only in build-
ing businesses but also in building communities. As
usual, they did not hesitate to help and lend their
support. I am proud to be a part of their team.

[ am so glad my parents are here from Israel to
celebrate this with me. (I am sure there were times
they never thought I would get out of high school.) |
am thankful that my devoted wife, Sharon, who has
helped me for 22 years is here at my side. [ want to
thank my administrative assistant, Eileen Truzzo-
lino and all the members of the committee who
worked so hard to put this event together.

And, I want to thank all of you who took the
time, the money and the effort to share this moment
with me and Yeshiva University.

I have just one other piece of unfinished business
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active in the Jewish community. He serves on the
Board of Trustees of the Young Israel of Scarsdale.
His parents, our landsleit, are indeed proud of the
life and accomplishments of their son. The banquet
in his honor afforded them great nachas and extreme
joy.

Leon Katz, in his own right is well known and
highly regarded for his service to our Bialystoker
Center and Home. His wife Helen and he have been
most generous to our institution over the years.
Years ago, Leon built a dental clinic for children on
the Lower East Side. Ten years ago he helped us
purchase that same building which adjoins the
Home, and is now a part of our great institution.

Presently, Leon Katz is compiling in English,
translating the commentaries on the Bible. He wants
to convey to future generations the wisdom of our
masters, the value and eternal truths of every pas-
sage in the Bible.

THE FOLLOWING IS THE SPEECH MADE BY
NEIL J. KATZ AFTER BEING INTRODUCED
BY RABBI MILLER OF YESHIVA
UNIVERSITY.

Thank you Rabbi Miller...
Good evening and thank you all for coming.

I have to tell you that as I stand here tonight I
have this strange feeling of anxiety that [ haven’t felt
in years. As many of you know, I have often had the
opportunity to address large audiences and usually
don’t think twice about it — something, however, is
very different tonight. As I look around the room
and see teachers, Rabbis and friends of mine from
High School and College days I think I know why I
have this funny feeling in the pit of my stomach. All
of a sudden I’ve been transtormed into a frightened
teenager who’s about to flunk another exam or
course. And I know it must really be happening
because after all, as always, my parents are sitting
right there, probably called in by the Principal so
they can beg him to give me another chance. For
some reason they always did give me another chance
and that’s the reason I'm here today — because
Yeshiva gave me another chance.

%* E S E 3

Please let me share some thoughts with you
about this occasion... :

Being honored at this dinner brings to mind a

Neil J. Katz

book I recently read by Herman Wouk. He is best
known as the author of the Caine Mutiny and the
Winds of War. This book is different. It’s not a war
adventure. It’s autobiographical. While reading it,
there were moments when I felt he was writing about
me. And when I thought about it, I realized he was
writing for the millions who grew up as ethnic Amer-
icans. The book has a wonderful title. It’s called,
Inside, Outside. Wouk tells us about being raised in
strictly religious surroundings at home. This was his
“Inside” world. Then as an adult he entered into a
secular world where few people had an understand-
ing of his background. This was the ““Outside™
world. Throughout the book, Wouk tries to recon-
cile his “Inside” and “Outside” worlds. You don’t
have to be Jewish to understand Inside-Outside.
Virtually all Americans are ethnic Americans. Few
of us go back more than a few generations. Many of
you in the audience have a grandparent who speaks
the old country language and keeps the old customs
alive. That’s what’s special about America. We all
bring something extra with us.
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YESHIVA UNIVERSITY HONORS NEIL KATZ
PRESIDENT OF A REVLON DIVISION

Yeshiva University of New York honored one of
its accomplished graduates, and his parents who are
our Bialystoker landsleit. The honoree is Neil Katz,
President of the Beauty Fashion Division of Revlon
Incorporated. His parents are Helen and Leon Katz,
who reside in Israel.

The convocation which honored Neil Katz with
the coveted “Jewish Heritage Award” took place
September 16, 1987 at the Plaza Hotel in New York.

Mr. & Mrs. Neil J. Katz, and their two sons,
David and Daniel.

About 500 friends and patrons of Yeshiva Univer-
sity graced the occasion, among them the proud
parents who came from Israel.

Neil Katz and the Revlon Company undertook
the task of raising funds to establish the new Sy Syms
Business School to be incorporated in Yeshiva Uni-
versity. The University, now in its 101st year, is the
only institution of higher learning of this caliber in
the western world. The banquet realized a scholar-
ship fund exceeding 360 thousand dollars, in honor
of Helen and Leon Katz.

The “Sy Syms Business School” was primarily
established to accommodate students who wish to
major in business education, management and eco-
nomics. This new addition to the numerous gradu-
ate divisions comprising Yeshiva University, opened
in the autumn of 1987.

e By IZAAK RYBAL
Executive Director
of Bialystoker Center and Home

Ronald Perleman, Chairman and Chief Execu-
tive of Revlon Incorporated, served as master of
ceremonies at this important banquet. The senators
of New York, Alfonse D’Amato and Patrick Moyni-
han, served as Vice-Chairmen. The invocation was
rendered by Rabbi Jacob Rubinstein of Young
Israel, Scarsdale, New York. The guest speaker was
Sy Syms, Chairman of the Development Commit-
tee, of the Board of Trustees of Yeshiva University,
whose name the new school carries.

The presentation was made by Dr. Israel Miller,
senior Vice President of the University. Finally, Neil
Katz delivered a very impressive speech, acknowl-
edging the high honor given him, and praising the
scholarly accomplishments of Yeshiva University.
He thanked the Yeshiva University administration,
the gathered guests and participants, and, most of
all, he expressed his gratitude to his Bialystoker
parents, Helen and Leon Katz.

Neil Katz achieved a meteoric rise at Revlon
beginning in 1977 as Director of Marketing. A year
later he was elevated to the Vice Presidency of the
firm’s beauty expansion division, and in 1979 as Vice
President of marketing and Market Expansion. Two
years later he was promoted to the division Vice
Presidency of the Beauty Expansion Division. In
1983 he became Senior Vice President of Marketing.
In 1985 he reached the top as Executive President of
Marketing and Sales; while in March 1986, he was
named President of Revlon’s complete beauty super-
visory division.

Mr. Katz commenced his career in 1969 with
Pepsi Cola in the field of market exploration. He was
also occupied in the newspaper announcement
bureau; as well as other enterprises in large corpora-
tions. In 1973 he was associated with the Clairol
Company as Associate Director in Market Planning
and Research, and in 1975 as Director.

Neil graduated Yeshiva University High School
and Yeshiva College with a B.A. degree in psychol-
ogy and a bachelor’s degree in Hebrew literature. He
was captain of the college’s basketball team. He was
awarded a master’s degree in psychology from Loui-
siana State University.

Neil Katz lives with his wife Sharon and sons
David and Daniel in New Rochelle, where he is
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Gov. Deukmejian Names
deputy D.A. to judgeship

Deputy District Attor-
ney Richard P. Neidorf; who
has earned a reputation as a
fair-minded, ‘‘street smart”
prosecutor, has been
appointed by Gov. George
Deukmejian to the Los
Angeles Municipal Court
bench.

Neidorf, who served as
assistant head deputy of the
district attorney’s Santa
Monica branch, was sworn
in as judge Wednesday. He
will take the bench Monday
in West Los Angeles Munici-
pal Court, where he tempor-
arily is scheduled to preside
at felony preliminary hearings.

The 42-year-old judge said he is honored by the
appointment to the newly created position, but also
is torn by “‘bittersweet” feelings as he leaves behind
the people with whom he has worked for more than
a dozen years.

“I’'m very happy that the governor has enough
confidence in me to appoint me to this important
position,” Neidorf said Thursday. “But leaving the
District Attorney’s office after 14 years.... It’s like a
family.”

Emotions pouring from the district attorney’s
offices from Santa Monica to Los Angeles were just
as mixed.

“We’re real happy he was appointed to the
bench,” District Attorney Ira Reiner told The Out-
look. *‘But on the other hand, we’re losing one of our
best people.”

Reiner characterized Neidorf as “a rare deputy
who has extraordinary trial skills as well as manage-
ment ability.”

Richard P. Neidorf

“He demonstrated that on a daily basis. He was
excellent with the young deputies... brought a lot of
street smarts with him that was very, very helpful.

“He was dedicated,” Reiner continued. “That’s
an overused word, but he was literally a night-and-
day worker. He was everything that you look for.”

Neidorf, a graduate of California State Univer-
sity at Los Angeles, served as a narcotics agent with
the state Department of Justice from 1967 to 1969.
Following graduation from Southwestern Univer-
sity School of Law in 1972, he spent a short time with

the U.S. Department of Justice before joining the
Los Angeles County District Attorney’s office.

He and his wife, Helena, live in Brentwood with
their 10-year-old son, Andy.

In the 14 years with the district attorney’s office,
where he is known as an expert in narcotics law and
search warrants, Neidorf has distinguished himself
as a prosecutor with integrity, court officials said.

“He’s an outstanding prosecutor,” said defense
attorney Robert L. Shapiro, who has faced Neidorf
in the courtroom. “When he evaluates something, it
is done with a judicious point of view, with total
integrity.”

Neidorf’s peers characterized him as an *‘out-
standing human being.”

“I’ve always said Richard is one of the two nicest
people in the world,” said West Los Angeles Munici-
pal Court Judge John H. Reid. ““And I’m not sure
I’ve met the other person.”

Mike Carroll, head deputy of the district attor-
ney’s Santa Monica branch office, praised Neidorf’s
‘“significant contributions” to the Santa Monica
branch, where the new judge served for eight years.

“Those who have worked with Richard respect
him as an outstanding lawyer,” added James
Bascue, chief trial counsel for the California State
Bar Association and former head deputy of the dis-
trict attorney’s Santa Monica office.

Above and beyond all the legal expertise, how-
ever, towers ‘“‘an outstanding human being,”” Bascue
added. “That’s the kind of people we need on the
bench.”

Rabbi Max B. Posnansky
Rabbi Max B. Posnansky passed away on Feb-
ruary 14, 1988. His article ““Ani Maamin™ is the last
in a series he has written for the Bialystoker Stimme.
Our heartfelt condolences to the family. A detailed
obituary to follow in the next issue.

Lorna Talin
We are sorry to announce that Lorna Talin, wife
of our controller Harold Talin, passed away March
4, 1988. She is survived by two daughters Anita
Silverstein and Enid Talin. We wish to extend our
sincere condolences to the family.

Become Members of the Bialystoker Center
and Home for The Aged
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FROM THE DESK OF OUR ADMINISTRATOR

As many of you know, the New York State
Department of Health conducts an annual survey at
the beginning of each year to evaluate and approve
the care provided to our patients. Needless to say,
inspection time is usually a trying one for the staff as
daily procedures are placed under the closest scrut-
iny by a team of health specialists: nurses, doctor,
dietician, sanitarian. Our facility was visited by eight
inspectors.

This year, however, I am pleased to report that
the feeling in the home was different as the surveyors
went about the review. The staff, always kind, car-
ing, and sensitive to patient needs, had worked dili-
gently throughout the year to upgrade the standards
of practice here at Bialystoker Home for the Aged.
All the aides and orderlies received intensive train-
ing which led to certification, a formal recognition
of achievement. The nurses also regularly attended
in-service to refresh old skills and gain others
required to accommodate our sicker population.
The staft, confident and secure regarding their work
performance, welcomed the opportunity for
appraisal.

For their part, the surveyors were pleased with
our progress, and with the improvements made to
patient care. They praised the cleanliness of our
patients, maintained in an odor-free environment.
In addition, the inspectors stated that the patients
felt truly at home and comfortable here. All of the
staff in turn, were gratified that our accomplish-
ments were not only recognized, but commended.

As the surveyors interviewed the patients, a
favored question was, “How’s the food?” The
responses were all complimentary, for the patients at
Bialystoker enjoy the food and did not hesitate to
say so.

With sicker patients, the Dietary Department
has made a concerted effort to respect personal pref-
erences, adding a bit of pleasure to the day. Most
important is the individualized attention, including
physical assistance if needed, each patient receives at
meal time. Proper nutrition is necessary for both the
aged and the ill.

The state surveyors emphasized and applauded
the progress made within the Dietary Department
and found no deficiencies. However, they encour-
aged and made suggestions which would lead to
further growth.

The physical plant has a well earned and
deserved reputation for cleanliness and mainte-
nance. It was not surprising that there were no defi-
ciencies found in these areas. Medicine, recreation,
social services, administration also had a perfect

e By MYRA BAILIN

survey and were found deficiency free. In summary,
[ am pleased to share with you the fact that the 1988
survey was the best inspection the Bialystoker Home
for the Aged has ever had!

Chun-Liang Yu, son of Kam Kan Yu, first cook
to the Bialystoker Nursing Home, was married to
Heng-Li Wu on Thanksgiving Day, November 26,
1987. Chun-Liang Yu is following in his father’s
footsteps in that he is interested in food service and

Chun Liang Yu, Izaak Rybal, Heng Li Wu,
Howard & Myra Bailin

presently manages a restaurant in New Jersey. His
bride is a computer operator.

Izaak Rybal and Myra and Howard Bailin,
attended the lovely wedding reception held at one of
the finest restaurants in China Town. Needless to
say, the guests from Bialystoker Home had a marve-
lous time, as they participated in a tradition and
culture so different from their own. We are certain
all our readers join with us in wishing the couple
much happiness together.

My husband Howard, and our sons, David and
Jeffrey, join me in wishing everyone a happy and
healthful Passover.

Become Members of the Bialystoker Center
and Home for The Aged
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may law partner, ‘I’ve made a decision. I will never
be a successful trader until I depend on it for my
livelihood.” I quit the law firm, and I’ve never prac-
ticed law since.”

According to Melamed, he was a very good pork
bellies trader. “That was a good market,” he says. ‘I
used to say it had nine bull markets and six bear
markets in a single year.”

In 1967 Melamed suggested that the Merc
changed its live cattle contract by expanding the
number of delivery points on the railroad lines to
which cattle could be taken to satisfy the contract.
When the new cattle contract drew the big beef
packers to trade on the Merc for the first time, the
kid from Bialystock was on his way. He was elected
to the board of the exchange and by 1969 was
chairman.

As Melamed discovered, being a commodities
trader is one profession where the prestige asso-
ciated with industry leadership does you no good.
Indeed, the time you take away from the pit to tend
to other responsibilities may be costly. “When I was
young, I could trade looking over my shoulder,” he
says. “Even after I started the administrative work
and there were still no screens, I could keep up with
the market on the telephone. Now if you’re away
from your screens ten minutes, it’s a lifetime because
everybody is so plugged in.” President Robert Wil-
mouth of the National Futures Association (of
which Melamed is chairman) reports that Melamed
brings a telephone to board meetings, and “while
we’re discussing, he will be on the phone with the
floor, ‘buy this, sell that.””

Chicago’s northern suburbs in the large

house where he and his wife raised three
children. Industry obligations have pretty much
killed his once-varied recreational life. He no longer
plays tournament bridge or acts in Yiddish plays.
However, he has found a new occupation: writing.
Last fall he completed The Tenth Planet, a science-
fiction novel about a 3-million-year-old android,
which Chicago publisher Bonus Books will bring
out in September.

Melamed rises at 5:45 every morning and turns
on the Reuters screen to see how his overnight posi-
tion did in Singapore and opened in London, then
drives to his office in time to spend a half hour or so
with the charts before the market opens at 7:20.
Though he takes phone calls in the morning, he
hates to make appointments before his markets
close at 2 p.m. As a trader who relies on fundamen-
tals, Melamed had a good first quarter this year in
currency futures and an awful time in the S and P
500. “I’m an alchemist,” he told T. Brett Haire, First

N ow in his mid-fifties, Melamed lives in one of

Boston’s chief of equity trading. ““I make gold in the
currency pits and turn it into crap in the S and Ps.”

Since 1981 Melamed has held the title of special
counsel at the Merc, which saves him from ceremon-
ial obligations but still keeps him at the heart of the
web. It is a troubled web. The open outcry market —
hundreds of traders in a pit forty feet in diameter —
has proved inadequate to deal with tens of thou-
sands of trades a day.

Customer orders often do not get filled at the
best price available at that moment; big orders move
the market much more than they should as the
“locals™ climb aboard a trend; there are periodic
scandals over washed (phony) sales to induce inter-
est in a contract or, worse, to rig prices; and Presi-
dent John Phelan of the New York Stock Exchange
has been heard to say that the violence and pace of S
and P 500 futures and options trading could create a
“meltdown” in the stock market.

Melamed has been deeply involved in making
sure the Merc board takes these concerns seriously
and, as spokesman for the industry, in arguing out
the issues with the regulators and politicians. After
programmed trading in S and P futures helped
propel a 100-point drop in the Dow Jones industrial
average last January — and both the Merc’s Sand P
pits and the NYSE floor simply plunged through all
stop-order points — Melamed persuaded his board
to set new controls over the S and P contract. Initial
margin requirements were raised; and the brokers
on the rim of the pit, who can wigwag hand signals
with the telephone clerks who take customers’
orders, were barred from trading for their own
accounts.

If complaints about conflicts of interest persist,
and most people think they will, stronger barriers
may have to be raised between member trading and
the execution of customer orders. Merc and Board
of Trade experts, working with the Commodities
Futures Trading Commission, have reached tenta-
tive agreement — which members would have to
approve — on how to construct a computer-based
system that would allow small orders to be filled
essentially off the floor, as they are now handled at
the stock exchanges.

But financial futures are here to stay, because the
financial markets could not operate without them.
When he first suggested currency futures to his com-
panions at the Merc, Melamed said, “If we can make
this fly, we can change the world.” They made it fly
and changed the world.

N

Become Members of the Bialystoker Center
and Home for The Aged
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lem by inventing an IMM Index, which is 100.00
minus the annualized yield on the T-bill. Thus, if the
interest rate is 5.83 and traders expect it to rise to
6.56, they reduce their bid from 94.17 to 93.44.

Melamed had tried to sell currency futures to the
Bank of England; the T-bill futures he tried to sell to
Salomon Brothers. “I went to Billy Salomon,” he
recalls. “I had no credentials. He listened to me and
said, ‘This is not something for Salomon to start.
But if you prove it will work, I’ll join, and I promise
you Salomon will be your Number One trader.””

When Melamed demonstrated that his futures
market gave bond dealers a huge security blanket,
Salomon was as good as his word. The bond giant
did come in and, under the name Plaza Securities,
became the biggest player in the T-bill market.

Other interest-rate futures followed, most nota-
bly the contract in ninety-day Eurodollar CDs,
which allowed banks and corporate borrowers to
lock in (or escape) future funding or lending com-
mitments at a specified price. The traders (and
banks) then began playing ‘“‘the TED spread,” the
difference between T-bill futures and Eurodollar
futures, which fluctuates according to the confi-
dence the market has in the banking system.

Altogether, the T-bill and Eurodollar pits trade
something like 70,000 million-dollar contracts every
day, with an open interest of hundreds of billions of
dollars every night. And even these are dwarfed by
the S and P contract, which trades 85,000 contracts a
day.

Ten years ago, the Merc had three of the ten most
actively traded futures; the highest ranking, Number
Five, was live cattle. Last year, the Merc had five of
the top ten contracts. Four of the five were financial
futures. The S and P 500 ranked second and the
Eurodollar was third. The pork belly traders have
struck it rich.

elamed himself lives in fear that some day it
M will all just disappear, that the government

will come and shut down the Merc or make
it impossible for the traders and brokers to operate.
The Merc has one of the biggest Political Action
Committees in the country and a lobbying office in
Washington. Melamed’s walls are covered with pic-
tures of himself with Presidents and Congressional
leaders of both parties. “Success begets vulnerabil-
ity,” he says. “If we don’t maintain a strong voice in
the Congress, there are enemies out there who will
stomp on us.”

Henry Jarecki, a longtime friend, traces the roots
of Melamed’s personal insecurity. “We were both
refugees from the Germans who had been over-
whelmed in our childhood by the power of the
authorities to shift our lives,” he says. “I reacted by

A youthful Melamed on stage (tipping his
hat) with the Chicago Yiddish Theatre.

attempting to undermine all authority so that no one
could ever have power over me. Leo reacted by
becoming part of his environment and learning to
control it.”

Melamed calls it “the Bialystok syndrome,” ref-
erring to the Polish town where he was born, the
only child of an eminent Yiddish scholar and his
wife, who also taught Yiddish. In 1939 they decided
that Poland was unsafe for Yiddish teachers and fled
first to the Soviet Union, then to Japan and finally,
shortly before the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor,
to the United States. “You have to understand that
as a small boy I lived for two years with my mother
holding my hand,” Melamed says.

Settling in Chicago, Leo’s parents resumed their
careers, and he went to the old Navy Pier campus of
the University of Illinois and then to John Marshall
Law School. Looking for a job as on office boy at a
law firm, he answered a newspaper ad from Merrill
Lynch Pierce, Fenner and Beane (It sounded like a
law firm to me’’), which sent him to the Merc to
work for their man on the floor, Joseph F. Sieger,
who was chairman of the exchange. Melamed was
instantly hooked on trading. Even before he finished
law school, he borrowed $3,100 from his father (“All
the money he had, I thing’’) to buy a seat on the
Merc.

“When I started, I made money,” he recalls,
“and I remember saying, ‘I’m doing better than the
professor who is teaching me at law school.” Then I
went broke. It happened three times, and each time |
worked my way out of it with the law practise (he
was a personal-injury lawyer). But I never doubted I
was going to be a good trader. I read every book ever
written about trading, every book about fundamen-
tals. When I went back after the third time, I said to
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“because I loved the pit; I loved the members of the
pit. They would do what I wanted them to do, for
patriotic reasons. I could say, ‘Give up what you’re
making a living at,” and they would follow me —
within reason.”

In fact, it was a long, hard pull. When Melamed
introduced foreign-currency futures in 1972, all the
speculation in foreign exchange was being done by
the barons of banking — the specialized traders who
practiced a mysterious rite that even bank CEOs
regarded with fear and trembling. Melamed well
remembers a comment in a New York newspaper
about *‘a bunch of crapshooters in pork bellies
(who) have the temerity to think they can beat some
of the world’s most sophisticated traders at their
own game.”

But the reason the bank forex traders looked
brilliant was that they had no competition. Individu-
als and companies had to go to the banks if they
wanted to change their money or lock in prices or
revenues on future foreign-trade payments.
Melamed was sure that currency futures would work
because Nobel Laureate economist Milton Fried-
man had said they were needed to establish a free
market in currencies. (“I knew Milton Friedman
was God, so how could I be wrong?”*)

corporated a new International Money Mar-

ket and located it at the Merc, though not as
part of the exchange. The legal status of financial
futures was still uncertain, and at first the only trad-
ing done was by members for their own accounts. “I
went along with the IMM because I would follow
Leo anywhere,”” says Merc trader Barry Lind, ““but I
didn’t think foreign-currency futures would work
until our board took a trip to Europe to try to sell the
idea there, and I saw what the banks were charging
people to change money.”

Not that the European financial institutions
bought the idea. At most of the meetings, Lind
remembers, the Merc board outnumbered the
audience. The high point of the trip came at the
Bank of England, a major player in the forward
market for foreign currencies. The bank’s director
received Melamed only to tell him they were not
interested in futures contracts, then at the end of the
meeting courteously asked if there was anything else
they could do for him. “Yes,” he said jokingly, “you
could float the pound.” He was icily ushered to the
door. The next day it was all over the newspapers
that the bank had floated the pound; the directors
had taken Melamed’s joke as evidence that some
scoundrel had leaked.

Most Merc members were making good money
trading pork bellies, and live cattle; they really didn’t

T o house the new instrument, Melamed in-

want to hang around a currency pit all day. So
Melamed decided to recruit outsiders as members of
the IMM, and 150 newcomers bought seats for
$10,000 each. In contrast, Merc members could buy
seats for $100; virtually all 500 members threw
money into the pot and visited the currency pits
from time to time, lending professionalism to the
auction. After a year, the roll was closed and mem-
berships were traded on an auction basis. This
spring, IMM seats were going for $260,000.

In getting the IMM off the ground, perhaps the
most important Melamed invention was the Class B
membership: ‘“‘official” arbitrageurs who were
placed between the IMM and the banks. The arbs
were necessary, Melamed explains, because at the
beginning no bank would become an IMM member:
“Bob Abboud (then president of First Chicago) was
on our board, but his foreign exchange trader wasn’t
interested”’

Without participation by the banks, Melamed
says, “We ran the risk that our transactions might
not have any connection with reality. Was our price
for Swiss francs the real price or just a Merc price? So
I said to the banks, ‘We will insert someone who is a
customer of yours. He will buy D-marks from you in
the cash market and sell D-mark futures in our
place, or vice verse. I will let you look at his position
every day, so you can assure yourself you are never
at risk, and he will have the backing of the commod-
ity firms at the Merc who are your customers.””

rader Henry Jarecki, the flamboyant head of

Mocatta Metals and a charter member of the

IMM board, believes that if the banks had
participated in the futures market from the begin-
ning, they could have killed off the traders: “You
can prove mathematically that a guy just standing in
a pit and trading in a futures market that is not the
primary market can be picked off by the guys in the
primary market.”

Instead, the Class B arbitrageurs, as many as
forty of them, picked off the banks. About a decade
later, the banks woke up to what was happening,
joined the IMM themselves and put the independent
arbs out of business.

By the Melamed had moved on to interest-rate
futures, starting in 1976 with a market in Treasury
bills (for which Milton Friedman rang the bell on
opening day). Here again, Melamed’s creativeness
was tested:

T-bills are quoted in the cash market by interest
rates, but the futures contract would have to be
based on the price of the bill itself. Since the price of
the bill goes down when interest rates go up, and vice
verse, traders would have to think inversely, which is
not an easy thing to do. Melamed solved the prob-
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MASTER OF THE CHICAGO MERC

By creating the fulcrum of financial futures,
trader Leo Melamed made a lever that moves
the world of money.

a black-haired, energetic little man accosted

the harried traders and brokers hustling
through the gate to the huge, windowless trading
floor of the Chicago Mercantile Exchange. Grab-
bing hold of their jackets, he handed them big round
buttons reading, ‘“Voulez-vous ECU?” and
demanded that they head over to the foreign curren-
cies quadrant of the floor and start trading futures in
the.European Currency Unit (the artificial measur-
ing rod of Common Market currencies) then being
introduced on the exchange.

Nearly all the traders pinned the buttons on their
lapels, and some even followed his instructions. For
this was Leo Melamed, a legend in his own time (‘I
go down to the floor,” he says, “‘just to show people
that the myth lives”) and the financial genius
responsible for opening up the home of pork belly,
egg and onion futures to the new world of financial
futures.

Over the past decade, these new instruments —
from foreign-currency and U.S. Treasury bill futures
to contracts on bank certificates of deposit, Eurod-
ollars and the Standard and Poor’s 500 index, the
star of the collection — have become indispensable
to the conduct of international trade and national
and international investment. These days, banks
cannot efficiently finance foreign trade without the
ability to lay off their bets in foreign currencies at the
futures market, and other institutions cannot man-
age short-term portfolios without hedging their risks
in interest-rate futures. And pension fund and mut-
ual fund managers hope to smooth the hills and
valleys of a very bumpy stock market with the S and
P 500 futures, even though they dread the avalanche
that can strike the stock market when these con-
tracts near their expiration days.

The effect of the financial futures boon on the
Merc itself has been spectacular. When Melamed,
then in his mid-thirties, was named chairman in
1969, the exchange had a $180,000-a-year budget
and a beat-up old trading floor of 1928 vintage,
where men stood at big black-boards on elevated
walkways to mark the prices of transactions made in
the trading pits. Today the annual budget is 75
million, and once the open out-cries have been made

O ne morning last fall as the clock neared seven,

Martin Maver, author of The Bankers
1s working on a book about markets.

® By Martin Mayer

in the pits, every transaction goes in and out of a
capacious and expensive computer system. Since
1972 the Merc has moved twice to accommodate its
expanding operations and has opened satellite offi-
ces in New York, London and Tokyo.

More than three-quarters of the Merc’s budget
and the income earned by its members is generated
by the financial futures contracts Melamed struc-
tured and bulled through a membership and finan-

Melamed was sure currency futures would
work because Milton Friedman (right) had
said they were needed: “I knew Milton
Friedman was G-d, so how could I be
wrong?”’

cial community that, by and large, had not the
slightest understanding of what he was doing.
Melamed could lead his fellows in new directions
because his restless, omnivorous intelligence — and
his trader’s viscera — understood that the world-
wide telecommunications network being put in
place would revolutionize international finance. In
particular, it would create opportunities to arbitrage
in an auction marker between the cash market for
currencies and the forward rates offered by the
banks.

A lot of invention would be needed between this
cup and the traders’ lips. But Melamed is an inven-
tive man. His ability to solve technical and strategic
problems — plus his persuasiveness with regulators
and, especially, the members of the Merc — made
the financial futures market possible.

“I could do it,” Melamed says, pacing his hand-
some, modern office upstairs from the trading floor
and peering repeatedly at the green futures quotes
flashing on the six computer screens beside his desk,
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“Dignity.”” We maintain a full medical and nursing
department; a modern kitchen and dining facilities,
a rehabilitation section; and we meet all State of
New York requirements. The skilled nursing section
is constantly on the upgrade. All of this requires
vigilance and painstaking supervision. Thanks to
our able and well trained staff, we are able to
accomplish our goals.

The Executive Director also spoke about the
monumental “Bialystoker Yizkor Book,” published
under his direction and initiative, which was ably
edited by the late I. Shmulewitz. He pointed to the
many important projects for which the Bialystoker
and Grodner landsleit take the “Lion’s” share. The
numerous banquets which Izaak and Molly organ-
ized to the great financial benefit of the Home, in
honor of the active leaders, are most memorable.

To honor the 40 years of service by these wonder-
ful people, husband and wife, Molly and Izaak
Rybal, a banquet will be held May 15th, 1988 in their
honor, at the Waldorf Astoria Hotel. We anticipate
a huge outpouring of friends, all well wishers, who
will want to express their gratitude to them for a
“job well done,” and offer prayers on their behalf
that they be granted length of years in good health
and continued excellent service in the “vinyard of
the Almighty.” “Zei hoben dos kosher fardint.”

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

1PVW L — OpoavINdp .Y
7™M PITOMY TN
Z. KLEMENTYNOVSKY — R. STEIN
LAW OFFICE AND NOTARY

Dear Molly and Izaak,

Eileene and myself were delighted to receive the
announcement that the Bialystoker Center and
Home have decided to honor both of you at a
Dinner at the Waldorf Astoria Hotel — for your
devotion and important work for the Institution
itself, for your activities in favor of the State of
Israel, and for your blessed activities for general
Jewish public projects.

For many years we have observed the important
functions of Izaak in his public services, and we
always admired these activities, and the important
help that Molly extended to her husband, and we
were also impressed by Molly’s public activities.

We wish both of you, Izaak and Molly, many
more years of public service in the same way that you
have until now, and we wish you good health and
many years of happiness.

Sincerely and with hearty greetings,
Eileene and Zvi Klementynovski.

THE SHABBAT-HAGADOL
BIRTHDAY OF HONORARY
PRESIDENT RUBIN BINDLER

The well beloved and eminent Honorary Presi-
dent of the Bialystoker Center and Home for the
Aged, Rubin Bindler, annually observes his birthday
on Shabbat-Hagadol preceding Pesach, in a most
unique manner, which portrays the man and his
ideal.

Since Pesach is the ‘Festival of Freedom,” recal-
ling our ancestors’ redemption from Egyptian bon-
dage, Mr. Bindler has used his birthday to solicit his
family and friends, instead of personal gifts to him,
to make worthwhile contributions to the Bialystoker
Home. In that way at the Seder, our ‘Elderly’ may
festively enjoy the festival of freedom.

It is good to retell, that Rubin Bindler is of the
earliest of Pioneers and among the builders of the
Bialystoker Center and Home. His service is inces-
sant, and his devotion ever greater. He is both
respected and admired. His seasoned advice is
always sought.

In connection with this beautiful tradition Mr.
Bindler, almost dutifully, conducts a one man cam-
paign, on his birthday, Shabbat-Hagadol to which
his family and a host of friends contribute. We are
enormously grateful to him. We wish our much
respected Honorary President Rubin Bindler, long
life, good health and cheer. May he continue enjoy-
ing great Nachas, in full measure from his family and
the Bialystoker Center.

Make your reservation for your tickets
and group benefits for the gala annual

BIALYSTOKER CONCERT
AND
THEATRE PRESENTATION

to be held on
Sunday, October 9, 1988

at 2:00 P.M.

This extravaganza will take place at the
spacious aristrocratic Lincoln Center, on
Broadway and 67th Street, in New York City.
Please be sure to contact, as soon as possible,
the office of the:
BIALYSTOKER CENTER
228 East Broadway, New York, N.Y.
Call: (212) 475-7755
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Izaak and Molly Rybal

late David Sohn (David Sohn was the founder and
life-long leader of the Bialystoker Center). Upon his
arrival in America in June 1947, Izaak was invited to
assist David Sohn, and when in 1967 David Sohn
died, Izaak Rybal assumed the awesome leadership
of the Bialystoker Center. Molly’s pet projects were
to supervise all functions of the Center such as the
Annual Theater Concerts in Avery Fisher Hall at
Lincoln Center; she records all donations after the
successful appeals by Izaak, and she assists [zaak in
arranging and proofreading the articles for the Bia-
lystoker Stimme.

Interviewed in his office, Izaak Rybal pointed
out that one of the highlights of his life was his
association and deep commitment to the Bialystoker
Center and Home; and with thanks to David Sohn
“my close contact with our Bialystoker landsleit,
here and abroad.”

“I share my shattering experience of the Holo-
caust with all my survivor sherit hapleita fellow
Jews. Their misfortune has also been mine. We were
the eyewitnesses to almost total Jewish extermina-
tion at the hands of the Nazis. It is only a miracle, or
a pure accident that I find myself among the living,”
Rybal said.

“I was an eye witness to the destruction of my
beloved city Bialystok, her Jews, and my family.
After the war, I returned to Bialystok and found
myself amidst horrifying total and unspeakable dev-
astation of Jewish life and property. Broken hearted
[ left my city of birth and started on my wandering
without real destination. I reached Prague Czechos-
lovakia, where I remained six months. Like the
“wandering Jew” I wandered from place to place.
Finally, in 1946, I reached Paris where I remained
one year. Fortunately, I found myself useful. Three
religious Jews, among them Dr. Yuchnovecki who
represented the Jewish community, learned that I
was a printer, and asked me to establish a Jewish
printing shop. They proposed that [ print a Jewish

weekly newspaper, “Dos Vort.” I readily accepted
their offer, and an office was established with a staff
of French and Jewish writers. We printed the paper
and sent it each Friday to the survivors of the
“Camps.” We attempted to reach as many as possi-
ble. The greatest problems were to maintain contact
and to obtain information. The print was on very
thin paper. | worked hard and in return, I received
stamps to purchase food, and, at times, eat in a
restaurant.”

In Paris [zaak Rybal renewed the threads of life.
He succeeded in bringing together the remnants of
the Bialystoker “Ghetto Fighters.” Together with
the composer Hirshin and Dr. Yuchnovecki, the
President of the then ““Bialystoker Committee, col-
lected all ghetto songs, as they were chanted, and
Mr. Hirshin set them into musical compositions.
These songs were spread among the survivors, and
helped to sustain and enliven their souls and boost
their morale.

Mr. Rybal maintained a constant correspon-
dence with David Sohn, and on the second day of his
arrival in the United States, accompanied by his
brother, Leon Rubin, he visited Mr. Sohn in the
office at the Bialystoker Center, where he was
warmly received. David Sohn said to him: ‘I have
waited for you a long time, and as of now I want you
to help in my favorite project by printing the ‘Bialys-
toker Album.”” Rybal cheerfully accepted and set
himself to work on it. The ““Bialystoker Album’ was
finally published in 1951, consisting of 1200 photos
of Jews of Bialystok. He was also chosen to edit the
Bialystoker Stimme, a function he ably performs to
this day.

Rybal’s first position was as a printer with Schul-
singer Brothers, where he also printed the Bialys-
toker Stimme. There he saw to it that the Stimme
was published on time and in presentable form.
Later, he joined the “Forwards” and supervised 48
printers. In the meantime, he was right hand man to
the late David Sohn. Early morning and late evening
hours were devoted to the Bialystoker Center during
a period of 20 years. Upon the demise of Mr. Sohn
the leaders of the Bialystoker Center offered Mr.
Rybal the exalted position of General Secretary,
with full responsibilities over the Center and all its
facilities. In 1986, the Board of Directors elevated
Mr. Rybal to the position of Executive Director.
While the responsibilities remain the same, they are
more complex.

With pride Mr. Rybal described the complete
functioning of the Home; its constant progress, its
service to the community, and, especially, the reno-
vation of the facility in 1968 into a 95-bed Home for
the elderly. ““This is a traditional kosher institution
which attracts residents from a broad spectrum of
the community. It is a Home whose cornerstone is
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BIALYSTOKER CENTER AND HOME
WILL HONOR IZAAK AND MOLLY RYBAL
MARKING THEIR 40TH JUBILEE

Agedin New York, is marking feverish prepa-

rations for the Jubilee celebration for the be-
lovedIzaak and Molly. It is now 40 years sincelzaak
Rybal, Executive Director of the Center & Home,
and his wife Molly, have undertaken their dedicated
service for this worthy institution. Simultaneously,
40 years ago Izaak and Molly married. This double
Jubilee will be climaxed with a grand banquet.

At the last meeting, the Board of Governors of
the Bialystoker Center & Home decided to highlight
this double anniversary with a banquet honoring
Izaak and Molly, to take place May 15th, 1988 at the
prestigious Waldorf Astoria Hotel, where previous
Bialystoker Center banquets were held to honor its
leaders.

The banquet committee named by the Board are:
Rose Solasz, Joseph Dines, Sol Krim, Max Ratner,
Charles Schwecher, Michael Kremer, Simon
Rogove, Myra Bailin, Leon Trachtenberg, Sam
Solasz, Rubin Bindler, Dora Russek, Diana Med-
vedev, Sol Zim, Jacob Beren, Joseph Dobryman,
Sam Chuden. The committee reported that the
prominent international lawyer, Dr. Samuel Pisar,
will be the guest speaker, our own Bialystoker lands-
man, and close friend of the Rybals. Dr. Pisar read-
ily accepted the invitation and will come from Paris
accompanied by his wife to grace the occasion. Also,
our Bialystoker landsman, the well known indus-

The Bialystoker Center and Home for the

trialist and prominent leader Mr. Max Ratner of

Cleveland, will participate, among others.

Izaak and Molly Rybal come from reputable
Bialystok lineages. They and their parents were born
and reared in Bialystok. [zaak’s parents, Meyer and
Devorah operated a hotel and restaurant near the
train station, which was patronized by textile and
leather merchants who came to Bialystok on busi-
ness. They also had a wedding hall, well known in
the city and vicinity. They were blessed with eight
children; five sons and three daughters, Izaak being

® By A. Schreiber

the youngest. He obtained a fundamental Jewish
education and attended the Gymnasium. Later,
together with a partner, he operated a printing shop
where a number of newspapers were printed, as well
as other publications.

The second World War Izaak endured in Soviet
Russia. In 1939 when Germany and the Soviet
Union divided Poland between them, Bialystok was
annexed by the Soviets. In June 1941, when Ger-
many invaded Russia, the Red Army mobilized
Izaak and sent him to the “‘front.”” Later, as a Polish
citizen, he was banished to the far reaches of Russia
where he labored through all the war years. He is one
of the few who miraculously survived the Holocaust.
He, alone, is the remnant of the whole family.

Molly Rybal’s parents, Chaim Shlomo and
Sheine Gitel Goldberg, were spared the Shoah. They
had immigrated to the United States before the war.
In Bialystok, the father was employed as manager-
bookkeeper in the well known textile factory of
Parecki-Gavenski. In 1928, he and his oldest daugh-
ter came to America, and two years later Molly with
her brother and other sister followed; and in 1934,
the mother arrived. In New York the father con-
tinued as a bookkeeper and became a member of the
Bialystoker Center. He passed away in 1934 and the
mother followed in 1962.

Molly attended public school, high school, and 2
years at C.C.N.Y. where she took up accounting. In
1946 she became a member of the “Club of Bialys-
toker Friends” serving as its financial secretary until
it was incorporated within the Bialystoker Center.
In 1947, Molly met Izaak Rybal who had just arrived
in America, and they married six weeks later.

The marriage of I1zaak and Molly 40 years ago
came as a blessing not only for them, but for the
Bialystoker Center as well. While still in Europe,
[zaak had been in contact with the Center and the
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JOIN US AT THE
ANNUAL GREAT BIALYSTOKER
THEATER — CONCERT

The Bialystoker Center, Home and
Infirmary for the Aged, is once again
making great preparations for the Annual
Theater-Concert. As always, the imposing
entertainment will take place in the
magnificent Avery Fisher Hall of Lincoln
Center, on Broadway at 67th Street in New
York City.

For this year’s Theater-Concert which
is scheduled for Sunday the 9th of October
1988, at 2pMm, an unusually great program is
being arranged comprising song, music and
art. The participants are famous personalities
in the world of entertainment.

Geula Gill, Famed Israeli International
singing star; Mal Z. Lawrence, one of
America’s funniest comedians; Judy
McCauley, Jane Seaman, Norman Atkins &
Bruce Adler, Marian Cobin, pianist (the Best
of Broadway) unique and super talented group
of Broadway singers; and the well received Sol
Sicari Orchestra.

We call on our Bialystoker Landsleit and
Friends to patronize this coming Annual
Theater-Concert. A rich entertaining
afternoon is assured. Morever, you will
tremendously help in the support and progress
of the great Bialystoker Home and Infirmary
for the Aged. You will likewise, meet your
landsleit and renew your friendships this
afternoon.

Please call our office for information about
tickets and make arrangements for group
benefits.

Our Address Is:

The Bialystoker Center
228 East Broadway, N.Y.
Tel. (212) 475-7755
Contact Mr. Izaak Rybal
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