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Molly Rybal is presenting a gift to Dr. Moshe Modai.

L0DYI 1T IR TIP PINIP N IND VIHYVYW IPIND .2 .ONID
Prof. B. Cohen is introducing this young chap, the
resident at our brand new project at
Tel-Hashomer Hospital.
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Presentation of plaque by Dr. Modai to: L. to R. —
M. Kremer, J. Dines, I. Rybal.
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At the L’Chaim table, L. to R. — Yhaskal Mink, Abraham TR0 T 13 e R
Lis, Zalman Yerushalmi and a Grodno-Israeli guest. A gal and a few guys in a festive mood.
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Molly and Izaak Rybal are cutting the ribbon to enter
into the new wing for the children.
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L. to R. — Dr. Tuvia Citron, Mike Kremer, a Grodno-
Israeli guest, and Sidney Sisun.
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A view of the buffet-luncheon prepared in honor of the
guests at Tel-Hashomer.
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Dr. Modai is about to present the plaque to the group
who will bring it to the U.S.A.
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R. to L. — Molly Rybal, Dr. Moshe Modai, Joe Dines.
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A picture of the Trachtenberg Pavilion at Tel-Hashomer.



September. 1987 l M M,[ g, . 49

Dr. Moshe Modai
introduces Mike
Kremer who in turn
will address the
guests present for the
dedication of the new
project at Tel-
Hashomer Hospital.
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Hannah and Mike Kremer with Sylvia and Joe Dines Part of the group and some of the Israeli guests at the
about to draw the curtain to unveil the plaque dedication.

in their honor.
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R. to L. — Diana Medvedev, Shosh Shachan, ANIPND IPT NI PRRIWOYT WT PO SV K
Izaak Rybal. Some of the American delegation at the festivities.
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242 Wryckoff Ave.
Brooklyn, N.Y. 11237
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B Complete Boiler Repairs
B Vacuumatics

B Mud Rings

B Cast Iron Boilers Welded
B Retubing & Boiler Cleaning

Boiler And
Welding Service

66 East 1st Street
New York, N.Y. 10003
Joe Gonzalez GRAMERCY 3-2390
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Greetings and Best Wishes to the
Bialystoker Center Home
One of the Most Respected Homes
for the Elderly
An Institution that Provides .

a High Level of Care for its Residents X

S AT AT

Universal Risk Associates
116 John Street
New York, N.Y. 10038
(212) 227-9100

ELI BLISKO \

Brokers and Consultants of all Forms of Insurance

|
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To The Officers of
The Bialystoker Center & Home
Best wishes for A Happy, Healthy And Prosperous New Year!

Norman Pachtman
l@l President
Choice [k Center, inc

303 Central Avenue
Lawrence, N.Y. 11559

(516) 569-6144 — (718) 471-2261
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EMPIRE
PRESS

Typesetting & Printing Co.

The Printers of This Journal
wish all our Bialystoker
friends and readers the

blessings of being written

in and sealed in the

Book of Life, Good Deeds,

Honorable Livelihcod and

Good Health!

72 a2 hn 73°h2
IR HYLIYAYA DA X

550 Empire Blvd.
Brooklyn, New York 11225
(718) 756-1473 — 756-9500

COMPLIMENTS OF

DOLLAR
DRY DOCK
SAVINGS BANK

VICTOR PEREZ
Vice President

465 Grand Street

New York City

MEMBER FDIC
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RELIABLE HEALTH SYSTEMS, INC.

2610 NOSTRAND AVE., BROOKLYN, N.Y. 11210 — (212) 338-2400

Computer Systems specialists for hospitals,
nursing homes and health related facilities

(Provided and services computer system for Bialystoker Home)

Extends best wishes for a Happy and
Healthful New Year

to the of.ficers, directors, members,
residents and friends of

BIALYSTOKER CENTER, HOME AND INFIRMARY
FOR THE AGED

Amalgamated Bank
of New York

America’s only labor bank.

JACK SHEINKMAN EDWARD M. KATZ
Chairman of the Board President and
Chief Executive Officer

11-15 Union Square, New York, New York 10003
(212) 255-6200

Founded in 1923

P Resources over $1.4 billion
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happy new year

& and best wishes

for peace and
prosperity

@& BankJeumi

TRUST COMPANY OF NEW YORK
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CITIBANK N. A.
SEWARD PARK BRANCH

411 GRAND STREET o NEW YORK,N.Y
Serving the Bialystoker Center & Home

Extends best wishes to
Their officers, directors, members and residents
As well as to all our Jewish clients and friends
A healthy, happy New Year
And peace in Israel and the world

ADAM E. ISLER — Manager
and Staff
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Best Wishes for a

HAPPY NEW YEAR
from the

BEACHARBOUR RESORT MOTEL
Max Schaub, Managing Director

18925 Collins Ave. Tel: (305) 931-8900
Miami Beach, Florida 33160 Toll Free: (800) 327-2042

The Bialystoker Center suggests that Bialystoker and
Grodner Landsleit and Friends, should contact

MR. MAX SCHAUB
Managing Director of the
BEACHARBOUR RESORT MOTEL

for the coming season, here you will find the finest
accomodations, and enjoy an “At Home” warm atmosphere
among landsleit and friends.
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L’SHONOH TOVOH!

New Year Greetings

from the

HON. VICE-PRESIDENTS ’:i
MARTIN GINSBURG ABE GINSBURG

of the

BIALYSTOKER CENTER, HOME
& INFIRMARY FOR THE AGED

Warﬁn arw/ ./4£e g)indéurg

and their families

May the New Year sound the clarion of

brotherkood and peace throughout the world.

West New York, New Jersey
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Mr. and Mrs.
Sam Solasz

and Famuly

PRESIDENT

ROSE SOLASZ of the

BIALYSTOKER CENTER, HOME
AND INFIRMARY FOR THE AGED

extend to their family, friends
and kinfolk everywhere

heartiest wishes
for

A HAPPY AND PROSPEROUS NEW YEAR

DIDTIIR 18 1IR DY27NRD 1D 1R | DWVIRN DRIRIRN
V201 1DV DT AIDAR WRIWT 220 IR ,0M0IRY
J1201 UV NIW R 1R9

May the New Year bring happiness to All,

salvation to our people and peace on earth.

THE SOLASZ FAMILY

DR. MATT AND DR. DIANE KUDISH SCOTT DAVID

join their parents in this timely greeting.

SAM SOLASZ

MARK HOWARD
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New Year Greetings from . . .

DR. & MRS. LOUIS LINN

9 EAST 96th STREET

NEW YORK, N.Y. 10028

BIALYSTOKER YOUNG MEN’S
BENEVOLENT ASSN.

New York, N.Y.

Extends New Year Greetings of Good Health and
Peace in Israel To All I[ts Members and Landsleit

Mi. and Mrs. A Happy and Prosperous MRS. ANNA SABEL
ROBERT KAMBER Year & FAMILY
and FAMILY L Concord, California
is extended by . .
Asbury Park, N.J. REBECCA Wish All Their Friends
Express their best wishes for a AH , Healthy & P I New Y
Happy New Year to all ROSENTHAL — sl i VR T Ve
Feikiia MRS. ETTA SIEGEL
Mr. & Mrs. and staff MAND FxMILY
ST £ e equon, Wisconsin
V/\?T\{EEE Kl;AxSAN To All their Bialystoker extend to their freinds, Bialystoker Kin-
o Landsleit folk in town and the world over best
Wish All Their Friends and Klal Yisroel. wishes for a very Heppy New Year
A Happy New Year
. MRS. BENEDICTINE LICHT

MRS. JENNIE PIANIN
Miami, Fla.

Wishes her family and
Bialystoker Landsleit
A Healthy, Happy New Year

Best Wishes to Friends and Relatives
for a good New Year from

FAY SUKENIK and SONS

MR. DAVID FINE
President, Bialystoker Young
Men’s Benevolent Association
and FAMILY
Brooklyn, New York
Extend their best wishes
for the New Year to
relatives, friends and landsleit

Mr. & Mrs.
JACOB A. LICHTENFIELD

extend to their relatives and friends and
all Bialystoker Landsleit best wishes for
a Happy and Prosperous New Year

DR. and MRS.

BENJAMIN GISSEN
and Family

Extend their Greetings for a
Happy and Prosperous New Year

New Year Greetings from . . .

SYLVIA ROSENBLUM

A Bialystoker Landsfrau of a
prominent famiuly of Tiktin, proud
successor of her later unforgettable

husband, Max Rosenthal, founder of:

Max Rosenthal

Travel Bureau Inc.
853 Broadway (Room 410)
(Corner 14th Street)
New York, N.Y. 10003
OREGON 4-3382; 3383; 3319

The firm has an open door policy
to all Bialystoker, and caters to the Jews
the world — over. Arrangements may
be made to tour all parts of Israel and

the Globe by Jet or Shop. Mrs.

Rosenthal is conversant in many
languages to accommodate all
inquiries.
We facilitate your travel; i.e.
passports, tickets, tansportatiori,
freight, packing, . . . you name it.

— SPECIAL DISCOUNTS
To
Bialystoker landsleit
— Write Or CALL -

®
Max Rosenthal
Travel Bureau Inc.
853 Broadway (Room 410)
(Corner 14th Street)
New York, N.Y. 10003
OREGON 4-3382; 3383; 3319

and Family
wish everyone
a Healthy, Happy New Year

MR. & MRS. JACK WOLF
NEW YORK
wish all their friends and associates
a Blessed New Year

MRS. PAULINE NOTKOFF

and FAMILY
Bronx, N.Y.
wish their family and friends
A Happy New Year

New Year Greetings
Best Wishes and Blessings
from
NETTIE & ALFRED STERN
and FAMILY

Children of our late Treasurer

LOUIS & MARY DAVIS

Board Members of the Bialystoker
Center, Home and Infirmary for
the Aged
to their dear kin, the DAVISES,
SAPERSTEINS and the STERNS,
to all their friends and neighbors,
Bialystoker landsleit and Jews
everywhere for a Happy and
Prosperous New Year
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THE BIALYSTOKER CENTER
HOME FOR THE AGED AND INFIRMARY

wishes all officers,
employees, directors, members,
supporters, friends,
affiliated organizations,
Bialystoker Landsleit; Klal Israel
The World-Over
A Year of Good Life and Peace
A Year of Prosperity;
Spiritual Renewal
Security and Peace for the
State of Israel
And Universal Brotherhood.

SAM SOLASZ
President

RUBIN BINDLER
Honorary President

IZAAK RYBAL

Executive Director

MYRA BAILIN

Administrator

MR. RUBIN BINDLER
and Family

Honorary President, Bialystoker Center
Home and Infirmary for the Aged

wish their friends, all Gontondzer- Trestiner and Bialystoker
kinfolk and the Jewish People everywhére
a Happy and Prosperous New Year

MR. & MRS. HAROLD TALIN

Extend New Year’s Greetings to their
Relatives, Friends, and Bialystoker Landsleit

DAYAN CLUB OF PELHAM PARKWAY
District 20

Extends New Year Greetings for Health, Prosperity and
Peace in Israel to all Officers and Members

EXECUTIVE BOARD, DAYAN CLUB
of PELHAM PARKWAY, District 20

PAM FLICKER
FAMILY CIRCLE
extend their sincere best wishes
for the coming New Year
to their relatives, freinds,
and Bialystoker landsleit

CAMP LAKOTA
on MASTEN LAKE
BOYS & GIRLS — 5 TO 16 YEARS
In Beautiful Mamakating Park

WURTSBORO, NEW YORK

® Only 73 Miles from N.Y.C. e All Land — Water Sports

e Elevation 1855 ft. e 5 Miles Spring-Fed Lake

e 57th Camp Year e Excellent Kosher Cuisine
e Drama, Dancing, Music e Doctor, Reg. Nurses

e Crafts, Nature, Riding e Mature, Experienced Staff
e Friday Night Services

Call or Write
THE SHABOT FAMILY
146 Concord Street
New Milford, N.J. 07646
(201)385-8606
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Greetings from . . .

IRVING AND SYLVIA FOX
LAKEWOOD, N.J.

who wish all their friends and the Jewish people everywhere
a Happy New Year
We offer a Memorial Tribute to our Dear Parents

ABRAHAM AND BESSIE FUCHSMAN
ALEX AND FANNIE BUYER

HYMAN and SHIRLEY FEINSTEIN
and FAMILY
Children and Grandchildren of the late
MRS. PAULINE SIEGEL

extend best wishes to their relatives, friends and
Bialystoker kinfolk everywhere for
A VERY HAPPY and PROSPEROUS NEW YEAR!

MR. and MRS. JOSEPH DINES and FAMILY
Vice-President of
BIALYSTOKER CENTER AND HOME
extend best wishes to the Officers, Directors and Members
of the
CENTER AND HOME,
for
A Happy, and Healthy New Year

MR. AND MRS. CHARLES FEIGENBLATT

and Family
Brooklyn, N.Y.

Extend their Best Wishes to all Landsleit, friends and Jews all
over the world for a Healthy, Happy New Year

DR. AND MRS. NACHMAN KACEN
(Kacenelenbogen), Cleveland, Ohio
and their children
Michael and Eva Kacen-Kaplan
West Hartford, Connecticut
Wish their family and friends in Israel, here and abroad, a
Happy, Healthy and Peaceful New Year

JERRY MINK

Jerusalem, Israel

Wishes His Family and Friends as well as Landsleit in the
U.S., Israel and Bialystok, Poland
New Year Greetings of Health and Joy

rawr Sy 0w

MRS. RAY KRULL
Huntington Beach, California

Extend her sincere best wishaes for a Healthy
and Happy New Year
ti their relatives, freinds and
Bialystoker landsleit

IN MEMORY OF
OUR BELOVED PARENTS

MR. & MRS. ABRAHAM KASS,
DR. & MRS. CHARLES GRADINGER

IN LOVING MEMORY OF OUR DEAR PARENTS
CELIA COHEN

and

WILLIAM COHEN
Former Vice-President of the Bialystoker Center and Home
May They Rest In Peace
MR. & MRS. SAM SIEGEL
MRS. JOSEPH ENGEL

IN LOVING MEMORY
OF OUR PARENTS

Saul & Ethel Rubin Brody

Martha & Ted Simon
Pearl & Al Shansky

Anita & Earl Barrison
All the Grandchildren
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COUNSELLOR DAVID J. GOLDBERG
Hon. Chairman, Board of Directors

ROSE GOLDBERG

Hon. Vice-President
Miami Beach, Florida

and Family

extend best wishes to their family, relatives, friends, officers
and directors of the Bialystoker Center, Home and Infirmary
for the Aged, and to the Bialystoker Ladies Auxiliary
fora Happy New Year

MR. & MRS. EDWARD MEYER

Extend Best Wishes to Family and Friends fora
Happy, Healthy and Peaceful New Year

MR. AND MRS. MIKE KREMER
and Family
Vice Pres. of the Bialystoker Center and Home
Wishes all Bialystoker and Grodner landsleit

A year of peace and freedom for Jews all over the world,
particularly for the State of Israel

MRS. SALLY BERGER AND FAMILY
Staten Island, N.Y.
EXTEND NEW YEAR GREETINGS

to their family, friends,
the Bialystoker Center and Home
and all Israel

MR. & MRS. ABE NEWBORN
and Family
wish their Relatives, Friends and All Israel

A HAPPY NEW YEAR

MR. & MRS. M. ARTHUR TARLOWE

Vice-President, Bialystoker Center and Home
and Family

Wish their Relatives and Friends
A Healthy, Happy and Peaceful Year

MAX & FANYA MISHKOFF
and family
Miami, Florida
Wish their relatives, friends and landsleit

Good Health, Prosperity and Peace in Israel

MR. & MRS. LOUIS SCHNEIER

Extend Best Wishes to Family and Friends fora
Happy, Healthy and Peaceful New Year

MR. AND MRS. RALPH BELL
and Family

Former President of the Zionist Organization of Chicago

Wish their famuily, Buialystoker landsleit and friends
A Happy and Healthy New Year and Peace in Israel

IN BLESSED MEMORY
Of Dear Husband and Beloved Father

SOLOMON WEISS
by KATE, NAT and MORTON WEISS
Forever in our hearts!

MR. & MRS. MEYER ZAKHEIM
and Family

Wish their Relatives, Friends and Landsleit
a Healthy, Happy and Prosperous New Year.

MRS. RUTH WINSTON
Son BERRY and SUSAN
and Grandchildren

In loving memory of

EDWARD WINSTON
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MILDRED AND EARL
BRAND
and FAMILY

PORTLAND, MAINE

Remember With Love

FORMER VICE-PRESIDENT
OF THE
BIALYSTOKER CENTER
AND HOME

ALWAYS IN OUR HEARTS

IN LOVING MEMORY OF

My Parents and My Wife's Parents

BENJAMIN & YETTA FINKELSTEIN
HERMAN & BETTY BATISTE

HYMAN FINKELSTEIN

ROSE FINKELSTEIN
President, Bialystoker Ladies Auxiliary
Pays Tribute to the Memory of her Beloved Mother & Father
BENJAMIN & YETTA FINKELSTEIN
Dear Uncle
DAVID ROSENBLOOM
and Dear Aunt
LIBBY ROSENBLOOM
Of Blessed Memory

IN BLESSED MEMORY OF
ISAAC and MINNIE EPSTEIN

Always in our minds and memory

ABRAHAM and VIOLA SAPERSTEIN

IN LOVING MEMORY OF
Our Brothers

SAM & BERNARD
We Wish All Our Friends
A Healthy, Happy and Prosperous New Year
; MR. SAUL SAIDE
and Family

IN MEMORY OF
Our Loving Mother and Grandmother
FRIEDA ROTHBERG

MR. & MRS. ISIDORE KIMMEL
and CHILDREN

In Loving Memory of our Parents

MORRIS & ANNA KAPLAN

Abraham & Anita Kaplan Gerry Bachrach
Mathilde Kaplan Harry & Shirley Wachtel

ISIDORE & SHIRLEY SCHEINMAN
and Family
Northbrook, Illinois

Extend to their Relatives and Friends
Wishes for a Healthy, Happy New Year
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Dear Mr. Rybal:

My heartiest congratulations upon your nomi-
nation as Executive Director of the Bialystoker Cen-
ter. You deserve it. I remember the days when you
used to run to the Center every day, and how my
dear uncle David Sohn was proud of you.

Thank you very much for sending me the Bialys-
toker Stimme. Yes, in my old age it is a pleasure and
joy to read the Stimme, and feel you are a part of it.

I enclose a donation towards the Stimme.

My best regards to your lovely wife Molly, who is
always there to help you.

May you be blessed with many, many years, with
good health and a lot of luck.

Sincerely,

Freda Bramson

Dear Mr. Editor:

It was our great pleasure to participate in the
wonderful recent overseas tour organized by the
Bialystoker Center under the excellent guidance of
our Executive Director 1zaak Rybal. Belonging to
the group of Grodner Friends of this Center we
really enjoyed seeing most interesting historical pla-
ces, visiting prominent personalities, and listening to
Izaak’s knowledgeable and highly competent
remarks.

And last but not least: while in Tel-Hashomer
Hospital in Tel-Aviv I (Henry) received extremely
well organized medical treatment due to thoughtful
attention and high professional skills of Dr. Modai,
director, and his assistants. We thank them all cor-
dially for their honorable services.

Sincerely

Henry and Lisa Zalucky

very few friends but with them he was close to the
nth degree. Not so much for partying. His friendship
usually came to fore at the time of need. My family
and | were fortunate to be considered friends of his
small circle. We will miss him very much. He retired
2 years ago and moved to Scottsdale, Arizona, near
his beloved daughter, Judy, son in law Marshall
Polk and his two grand-children Jay and Faith. He
always prayed not to be burden to anyone. His
prayers were answered. My wife Jeanette and I have
lost an irreplaceable friend whom we will long
remember.
May his soul rest in peace.

ZELIG RAPAPORT

We were saddened to learn that our much loved
and devoted friend and patron, Zelig Rapaport
passed away on April 29, 1987.

Mr. Zelig Rapaport was born in the city of Luck,
Ukraine, March, 1921, and came to the United
States in 1953. In this country he established himself
and became a devoted member of the Club of
Grodner Friends and later a member of the Board of

Zelig Rapaport

Directors of the Bialystoker Center and Home.
Together with his beloved wife Fenia, he reared a
very fine family. His last happy time was when he
and Fenia led their charming daughter, Sonia Glene
to the Chupa on November 15, 1986.

Mr. Rapaport leaves behind his bereaved wife
Fenia; a son Joe and his wife Rochelle; a son Fred;
and daughter Sonia Glene and husband Dr. Arthur
Fagin. Zelig Rapaport also left a most devoted sister
in law and brother in law and three nephews in
Miami, the Utianski family.

With the passing of Zelig Rapaport, The Bialys-
toker Center and Home has lost a devoted friend
and benefactor. We extend our deepest sympathy to
Mrs. Fenia Rapaport and family.

Bialystoker Memorial Book
Is Warmly Received

The Bialystoker Center in New quk
continues to receive letters of warm praise
from landsleit and friends concerning the
monumental Bialystoker Memorial Book.
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CHAIM (HYMAN) KAPLAN 7~y

e By RALPH S. BELL

On may 29, 1987 Chaim (Hyman) Kaplan died in
Scottsdale, Arizona. After a short illness his heart
gave out.

Chaim was one of five sons and two daughters of

Mendel Kaplan of Bialystok.

The Kaplan family represented a fine chapter of

Bialystoker dedication to Jewishness, to Jewish cul-
ture, to Zionism in its variety of forms and factions.
Mendel Kaplan was an elected representative to the
Kehile, from the religious sector. He was also an
important member of the coveted Chevre-Kadishe.
The sons were leaders of 2 different Zionist youth
movements. Mendel Kaplan was also founder and
majority partner of the famous Bialystoker
HEBREW GYMNASIUM which instilled in its stu-

dents a love for modern Hebrew and a strong belief

inareborn ERETZ-ISRAEL. The pay-off was thata
great number of its students found themselves in
Israel prior to the outbreak of the second World
War, thus escaping the tragedies of the holocaust.
Chaim and his four brothers came one by one to
Israel in the early and middle thirties. Chaim after
graduating MIKVEH-ISRAEL (a fine agricultural
school) and paying his dues by working in Tel-Aviv
on construction, decided to go to the U.S.A. to study
and become a veterinarian. The winds of war, how-
ever, forced upon Chaim different sets of reality.
Being cut off from financial support from abroad, he
took on various manual jobs. At the same time he
founded and became the driving force behind a new-
comer club where he made a lot of friends and
fostered lots of comradery. There he met and mar-
ried his wife Fay. She was a very warm-hearted,
considerate and caring person. The two of them and
their house became the ingathering place, a revolv-
ing door for any one to enter, and enjoy the Kaplans’
hospitality, as well as find encouragement in the
many problems and dilemmas which confronted
newcomers at that time, and help in dealing with the
tragic news that arrived from their home-towns in
Poland.

After Pearl-Harbor, Chaim volunteered for the
American Army and was, in short order, sent to the
European Theatre. In the meantime Fay delivered a
darling, beautiful baby girl JUDITH. Obviously it
wasn’t easy for Fay to work, to maintain a house and
raise a child while the father is in the war-zone in
Europe. After the war-end Chaim returned and
enjoyed being with his wife and his darling daughter
Judith. Butitdidn’tlast very long. In the fall of 1949,
Chaim’s wife FAY passed away, after a short but
painful suffering from cancer.

Chaim was the co-founder and many times presi-
dent of THE FAY KAPLAN MEMORIAL CLUB
for CANCER RESEARCH. This club was very
active for some 35 years in soliciting funds for sup-
port of various Cancer Research institutions.
Among them, it was the first cancer club in Chicago
to channel big amounts of money in support of the
research activity at the Hebrew University of Jerusa-
lem. Chaim has been generous as well as being the
center axis of the clubs activity.

After Fays death Chaim found himself ata cross-
road — his love for judith and his deeply implanted
longing for his brothers in Israel.

In 1950 he made a trip to Israel and made a

Chaim Kaplan

mental commitment to his brothers and their offsp-
rings to remain for ever very close to them, and he
did all of that. For the past 37 years he called once a
week, almost every single week to Israel, rotating the
calls each week to another brother. He made more
trips to Israel than anyone I know. His house was
also the hospitable home for every one of his exten-
ded Israeli family members who came to the U.S.A.
whether as students, as tourists, or on business.

But above all, he vowed to be a father and a
MOTHER to JUDY, no matter what 1t takes, and
never should Judy have to experience the miseries,
that are sometimes, attributable to a step-mother.
For this reason he NEVER REMARRIED.
Throughout the years he kept-up a household,
always maintaining a father-friend relationship with
Judy. He worked hard, then he decided to attend
and graduate a T.V. Trade school. He knew elec-
tronics well. After some struggle, at first he became a
purchasing-agent for a multi-million dollar com-
pany. He was very through in his work. His inven-
tiveness, his record-keeping and his commitment to
excellence and efficiency won him respect and praise
from his superiors and co-workers alike.

The last few years he chose to be close with only a
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JACOB SAPIRSTEIN

The Bialystoker Center and Home for the Aged
expresses profound sorrow upon the passing of Mr.
Jacob Sapirstein, a dear friend from Bialystok, a
long time supporter whose family — through The
Sapirstein-Stone-Weiss Foundation has been most
generous to our worthy Institution.

Mr. Sapirstein who passed away on June 25,
1987 at the blessed age of 102, will be missed by a
host of institutions of national and international
fame, among them our Bialystoker Center. In our
April 1985 Bialystoker Stimme we had the privilege
of congratulating Mr. Jacob Sapirstein and his son

Jacob Sapirstein

Irving Stone upon the high honors conferred upon
them by Yeshiva University for their outstanding
benevolence to Jewish education, Israel; and, we
proudly acclaim the family for their great kindness
to the elderly.

We extend our heartfelt condolences to his sons,
Irving, Harry and Morris, daughter Bernice Davis,
grandchildren, great grandchildren, and great great
grandchildren, and all members of the bereaved
family. His maassim tovim assure him Olam Habba.

May the family be comforted among the
mourners of Zion and Jerusalem.

Mr. Sapirstein was the founder of American
Greeting Cards Corporation serving as President
and later, Chairman of Board of Directors.

PAUL SCHOCHET

The sages of Israel coined a phrase: *“When one
of the association passes away, it becomes the con-
cern of the entire association.”” Paul Schochet, over
the years, was a highly respected and energetic
member of the Board of Governors of the Bialys-
toker Center and Home. Paul Schochet also served
as Vice-President of our institution and was a very
generous donor. His demise on May 6, 1987, is an
irretrievable loss to our organization, and we will
sorely miss him. He was a man of stature and of
great benevolence.

Paul Schochet came to the United States in 1924
at the age of 23. From the beginning, as he estab-

Paul Schochet

lished himself, he became active in Jewish organiza-
tional life, first and foremost, The Bialystoker
Center and Home. He then joined the Histadrut
branch — 482. He was captivated by the ideal of
Boys Town of Jerusalem, which is devoted to edu-
cating the young, and often, underprivileged child-
ren, preparing them for professions and service in
the Israeli army. U.J.A. and Bonds for Israel greatly
benefited from his generosity. With all that, the
Bialystoker Center and Home was first on his
agenda.

Mr. Schochet is survived by his beloved wife,
Dora, a son, Sidney, daughter Evelyn and husband
Bernard Chesler; a daughter Pauline and husband
George Garfinkel; and seven grandchildren. His
family was his pride and glory.
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100TH YAHRTZEIT OF YOSEF YUDEL GONIODSKY
100TH YAHRTZEIT OF SHMUEL BEN YOSEF HA LEVI SEGAL

Plans are being made to republish Shealot U Te-
shuvot Bigdei Yesha to commemorate the 150th
Yahrtzeit of the author Shmuel ben Yosef Ha Levi
Segal, Dayon of Bialystok for more than 40 years,
and the 100th Yahrtzeit of his grandson Yosef Yudel
Goniodsky.

Yosef Yudel Goniodsky ben Yehudah Leib
passed on 23 lIyar 5647. His 100th Yahrtzeit
occurred on May 22, 1987. He had retired to Eretz
Yisrael to study, leaving his family behind in
Europe. He donated a house to the Talmud Torah of
Jerusalem, which eventually became a part of the
Yeshiva Gedolah Talmud Torah Beth Tavshil Meah
Shearim. A plaque was placed on the house in his
memory. He was buried on the Mount of Olives. He
is mentioned in the Sefer Ha Takonot of Meah
Shearim (Jerusalem 1849).

Rav Yosef Yudel’s mother, Leah was the daugh-
ter of Shmuel ben Yosef Ha Levi Segal by his third
wife Freida bas Michael, a descendant of Tosfos Yom
Tov (Yom Tov Lipman Heller)and the Panim Meirot
(Meir Eisenstadt).

In Bialystok, Rav Shmuel was a member of the
Batei Din of R. Shlomo Zalman ben Haim, R. Aryeh
Leib ben Baruch Bendet, R. Moshe Zev Margoliot
Yabetz, and R. Elyokum Getzel Meir Podrabinak.

Rav Shmuel ben Yosef Ha Levi Segal was the
author of Shealot Uteshuvot Bigdei Yesha (Rom
Press, Vilna, 1844) which received the Haskomot of
many noted Rabbis of the time, including among
others, Rabbis Aryeh Leib Katznellbogen of Brisk,
Yaakov ben Aharon of Karlin, Dov Berish Ashke-
nazi of Slonim, Yitzchak of Volozin, Elyakum Get-
zel Meir ben Yitzchok, Haim Dov Sohn of Warsaw,
and a communication from Shneur Zalman ben
Menachem Mendel of Lubavitch, and a Haskomo
from R. Haim Padua.

R. Shmuel was born in Orla where his father R.
Yosef Ha Levi was Dayon. His first wife was Golda
bas Yehudah and Shifra. R. Shmuel’s second wife
was Blume whose parents Moshe and Chaya Bodker
were the grandparents of R. Haim Padua. R. Shmuel
had five known sons with his second wife: Joseph
Zvi, Ephraim, Benjamin Gorfinkel and Michael
Nochman and Yisrael who passed away at a young
age. R. Shmuel passed away on 28 Shevat 5605 and
his 150th Yahrtzeit will be on January 29, 1995.

R. Shmuel was a descendant of theBaalHa Levu-
shim, Mordechai Jatfe, through the latter’s daughter
Elka. R. Shmuel was also a descendant of David ben
Yisrael Kaidnover, brother of Aharon Shmuel Kaid-
nover, the Maharshak, through David’s grandson

e By LEWIS |I. WOLF

Shmuel Villner, Rabbi of Novogrodek from 1690 to
1720. Rav Shmuel Villner’s grandson Naftali Zvi
Jaffe and the latter’s son Shlomo Zalman Jaffe,
cousins of R. Shmuel ben Yosef Ha Levi Segal, were
also Dayonim in Bialystok.

SEEKING

Shealot Uteshuvot Bigdei Yesha (Vilna 1844) by
Shmuel ben Yosef Ha Levi Segal. Fifth and sixth
pages which are the 2nd and 3rd pages of the Hak-
domah are missing from available copies. The sheet
should begin with the word m1y. Page numbered 35
has 2' lines blocked out. If you have the same,
please send copy or if you have complete copy for
sale, please reply:

Lewis I. Wolf
1600 E. 17th Street
Brooklyn, N.Y. 11230

SEEKING

Members of Family of Shmuel ben Yosef Ha
Levi Segal of Bialystok and Yosef Yudel Goniodsky
of Kremenchug with Genealogical charts for inclu-
sion in planned republication of Bigdei Yesha.
Please reply:

Lewis 1. Wolf
1600 E. 17th Street
Brooklyn, N.Y. 11230

THE BIALYSTOKER MEMORIAL BOOK
At a Reduced Price!
In ovder to enable
many move of our landsleil and friends
to acquirve the new monumental
Bialystoker Yizkor — Book

published by our Bialystoker Center in New York we decided
to sell the remaining small quantity of copies at a reduced
price. You may now obtain this great work containing more
than 700 pages in Yiddish and English $25.00, and we will

~ forward it to you.

Procure this great Bialystoker Yizkor — Book, for your-
self, your children and friends while some copies are still
available.

Please, mail your request for the book, and mail it to the
Bialystoker Center with enclosed check or money order for
$25.00 at the address below:

Please, mail chech and full address to:
BIALYSTOKER CENTER
228 East Broadway, N.Y.C.
Tel. (212) 475-7755
Att: Mr. Izaak Rybal
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Children of Holocaust Survivors was arranged in
New York between May 27-29. Steps have teen
taken to assure the establishment of Second Genera-
tion Groups and Holocaust Educational centers
including resource centers for the preservation of the
Jewish heritage. Primary concern was also attached
to the Holocaust Education of a growing generation
of children of the Second Generation Survivors, the
so called “Third Generation.”

Three-generational dialogues are already in
motion. In 1986, a Conference on these issues was
held at the New York Emanu-El Midtown Y.

On a broader scale, the message of the Holocaust
is being transmitted to every age group in the U.S.,
Jews and gentiles alike, through Holocaust Educa-
tion. Special curricula are prepared for elementary,
junior and high schools as well as colleges and uni-
versities. Centers of Holocaust Studies compile cur-
ricula for all levels of education, deriving their
material from primary sources, including survivors’
testimonies.

The legacy of the Holocaust, of bearing witness
and kindling remembrance gradually achieves its
goal. It also crystallizes into a tradition which is
generally observed during the Days of Remem-
brance throughout the United States. The pheno-
menon requires assistance and instruction of the
clergy and educators involved in the process. On
April 5, 1987, The Anne Frank Institute of Philadel-
phia held its annual Yom HaShoah workshop deal-
ing with the preparation of ““Holocaust Liturgy and
Curriculum.” The invitation to the conference
states:

“Those who offer Yom HaShoah observances
share the hope that people of all faiths will gain
insight and understanding of the Holocaust and the
lessons of the Holocaust — an event in the death and
life of the Jewish people and an event in human
history which speaks to the conscience of the
world.”

45th BIALYSTOKER-GRODNER
MEMORIAL OBSERVANCE,
SUNDAY, MARCH 20, 1988.

Traditionally, the Bialystoker and Grodner
Landsleit will conduct their ANNUAL MEMOR-
IAL OBSERVANCE — the 45th in REVERENCE
OF THEIR HOLOCAUST KEDOSHIM on SUN-
DAY March 20, 1988 at 2:00 p.m. in the auditorium
of the Bialystoker Center, 228 East Broadway.

We anticipate that the solemn occasion will draw
a large attendance of our people, old and young,
which it well merits. A suitable program will be
arranged. More information will be forthcom-
ing. Please, reserve the date.
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ROSH HASHANA AND YOM KIPPUR
SERVICES

Rosh Hashana services will commence Wednes-
day evening, September 23, 1987; First day, Thurs-
day, September 24; second day, Friday, September
25 — morning and evening.

Yom Kippur Services: Kol Nidrei — Friday even-
ing, October 2, 1987; Yom Kippur Day, Saturday,
October 3, 1987 and Yizkor — at about noon.

SUCCOTH AND FESTIVALS

Succoth: Erev Succoth, Wednesday, October 7,
1987; First day, Thursday, October 8; second day;
Friday, October 9; Shemini Atzereth and Yizkor,
Thursday, October 15; Simchat Torah, Friday,
October 16, 1987.

ANNUAL CHANUKAH PARTY,
CONCERT AND DINNER

Our traditional (this year) Chanukah Party, con-
cert and dinner, will be celebrated on Sunday,
December 13, 1987. According to our Home’s cus-
tom, at the party, members and guests light menor-
ahs in commemoration of the miracle of survival of
our people in spite of the evil designs extermination
of our race and religion. Please, reserve the date and
celebrate with us.

PURIM — ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP
MEETING AND PARTY.

The annual membership meeting and party of
the Bialystoker Center and Home will be held on
Sunday, March 6, 1988, in our auditorium, at 228
East Broadway, New York City. All members are
asked to participate and vote for a slate of officers to
the Board of Directors for the year 1988-1989.

Our Purim Seuda and Party will be celebrated
following the meeting. Hamentashen and many
delicacies will be served. We assure you of an excit-
ing musical program in Purimdik fashion.

Our Theater-Concert will take place Sunday,
September 13, 1987 at 2 P.M. at Avery Fisher
Hall of Lincoln Center. Please, purchase and
sell tickets. Call Mr. Rybal at (212) 475-7755.
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TRANSMITTING THE MESSAGE

OF THE HOLOCAUST

Yom HaShoah, the saddest day of the year for us
survivors, affected the entire world Jewry and has
cast a long shadow on the rest of humanity. The
Holocaust inflicted great losses on the world Jewish
community and separated its history into two
epochs. It surpasses any previous catastophe but is
comparable with the upheavals of the Exodus, the
Sinai and the Destruction of the Second Temple and
like all of these history-making events, it will be
transmitted from generation to generation by a
liturgy of remembrance.

Six million Jews have been slaughtered by the
Nazis in World War 11 and the world stood passive
and silent. During the six long war years we were
perplexed by the nagging questions wondering
where was the protest and intervention of the world,
where were the Jews of the world?

These questions are being partially answered in
recent books by David Wyman and Deborah Lip-
stadt. Unfortunately, they only confirm our suspi-
cion that nobody really tried to intervene, nobody
really cared. European Jews fell prey to world’s
politics and were sacrificed on the alter of indiffer-
ence, expediency and inhumanity.

Aware of this, we survivors, persist in our strug-
gle, bearing witness to the tragedy and transmitting
the message and lesson of the Holocaust. We kindle
the fire of remembrance and transmit our legacy to
future generations of our own people and of enlight-
ened gentiles who see in the Holocaust observance
and study, a way to recall man’s inhumanity to man
and to point up the moral and religious issue posed
by genocide in the world today.

In the 1970’s Yom HaShoah was observed by a
limited number of Jewish congregations in America
but this changed rapidly. On October 7, 1980 the
Congress enacted Public Law 96-388, establishing
the U.S. Holocaust Memorial Council and encou-
raging the commemoration of the Days of Remem-
brance as an annual recollection of the Holocaust.
Yom HaShoah became a public event observed by
the President of the United States, the Governors of
all fifty states, and the Mayors of all major American
cities and hundreds of small communities, issuing
proclamations declaring the official Days of
Remembrance.

In 1981, the process of transmitting the Holo-

“This is an abridged version of an address, delivered by Dr. Luba
Krugman Gurdus at the Bialystoker Center on March 29, 1987, during
this year’s Holocaust Remembrance Day.”

e By Dr. LUBA KRUGMAN GURDUS

caust legacy from survivors to their children
received official endorsement. During the First
World Gathering of Holocaust Survivors in Israel,
the term “‘Second Generation” was officially coined.
The Gathering was attended by 6,000 survivors
including 1000 children, accompanying their par-
ents. On the third day of this gathering, the children
organized their very own comprehensive program,
enabling them to collectively assert their responsibil-
ity to their parents, their people and themselves.
During the concluding evening of the Gathering, at
the Western Wall in Jerusalem, the survivors from
the Diaspora were joined by the Israeli survivors,
headed by the Prime Minister of Israel, Menachem
Begin, himself a survivor. The moving program was
highlighted by the passing of the legacy from one
generation to the other. Using six different lan-
guages, Yiddish, Hebrew, Ladino, English, French
and Russian, the survivors handed over the Testa-
ments to members of the Second Generation. They
were written on 36 long sheets of parchment and
signed by the participants of the Gathering to be
subsequently deposited at Yad Vashem in
perpetuity.

Only five children of survivors responded. The
Russian response was mission to emphasize the
ongoing plight of the Russian Jewry. In their respec-
tive responses, the Second Generation Survivors
pledged:

To hand down the history of the Holocaust and
that of their parents to future generations;

Never to let the sacred memory of the six million
to be erased;

To further Jewish education and culture;

To support The State of Israel, the land of our
ancestors.

They also pledged to remember: What the Ger-
man killers and their accomplices did to us;

The indifference of the world;

The kindness of the righteous gentiles.

The first paragraph of the Legacy stresses the
process of transmitting the message of the Holo-
caust from father to son, from mother to daughter,
from generation to generation, thus symbolically
making it a legacy on which all children of survivors
would forge their future, aware of their close ties to
each other and to their Judaic heritage and thus
provide the essential continuity of their parents’
efforts. The process of transmitting the message of
the Holocaust continues.

In 1984 the First International Conference of
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OUR FRIEND, ZVI KLEMENTINOWSKI
GREETINGS ON EIGHTIETH BIRTHDAY

When our friend Zvi Klementinowski reached
the privileged age of 80 (eighty in Hebrew repres-
ents, ‘strength’ — ‘gevurot’) he received greetings
from Moshe Kol in Israel:

Dear G'risha,

I learned today that you have reached the age of
80. I am 4 years younger than you. From the depth
of my heart I offer you my sincerest blessing on this
important date in your life. You have merited many
honors for your great achievements in Zionism and
in Israel. I recall the years of your association with
the Center Zionist Agency in Poland. You are prob-
ably the last of that important body. What is most
significant; you shed light on your present surround-
ings, and you are loved and respected. Your position
in the World Zionist Organization is the symbol of
humanitarianism. In our organization you walked
the path of honesty straight forwardness and truth-
fulness which was your hallmark. Among attorneys
you stand out in your personality, and in Tel-Aviv
University all have the highest regard for you. Your
life is exemplary worthy of emulating. Remain a
blessing in our midst many more years. Preserve
your health. Your dear wife watches over you, and
listen to her. Do not aggravate yourself over unplea-
sant happenings that are distasteful to you. ‘And
that shall pass.’

My dear, there is no surcease, we must constantly
labor for Israel, that it becomes more desirable,
more just, more menshlich and more Zionist.

Be blessed and well, and, once again, take care of
yourself. Your loving devoted friend.

Your friends join me in best wishes to 120 — koi
lechoi

Editor’s Note:

Zvi Klementinowski is the eminent and distinguished
Bialystoker landsman. He was the outstanding President
of the Bialystok Kehillah, and was a reputable attorney. It
is pleasing to know that his fame and sterling personality
was extended to Israel where he dearly earned both honor
and fame.

BUY AND HELP US PUBLICIZE
THE NEW BIALYSTOKER
MEMORIAL BOOK

FOUR GENERATIONS OF BARNEY
AND SALLY SACKS FAMILY

We were pleased to receive a letter and picture
from an old Bialystoker friend, Barney Sacks. This
picture portrays four generations of the Barney
Sacks family. He was fondly called Berele in Bialys-
tok. He and his wife, Sally, who live in Florida for

Rt — Barney, Ctr — Mitch and Baby Jonathan,
Lft — Earl

the last thirteen years are very proud parents, grand-
parents and great grandparents.

From his earliest time upon coming to America,
Barney and Sally became very active in the Bialys-
toker Center and Home, and became members of
the Board of Directors. In 1946 Barney was among
the organizers of the ‘Bialystoker Club.’

From the old days in Bialystok, Barney was a
famous soccer player in Z.K.S. In America he was a
member of the world famous Vienna Hakoach
Soccer Team which was the sensation of its time. His
popular career goes back to 1931 as he was a rising
star in Bialystok.

We are most pleased to record the adventures of
Barney (Berele) Sacks and extol his pride in his
family.

Even though Barney and Sally reside in Florida,
they are ardent supporters of the Bialystoker Center
and Home. We wish them continued Nachas.

Bialystoker Memorial Book
Is Warmly Received
The Bialystoker Center in New York
continues to receive letters of warm praise

from landsleit and friends concerning the
monumental Bialystoker Memorial Book.




26 BIALYSTOKER STIMME

September, 1987

JERUSALEM NATIONAL UNIVERSITY LIBRARY PERPETUATES
THE NAME OF DR. JOSEPH CHAZANOWITCH

The National and University Library Bialystok
in Jerusalem decided to perpetuate the memory of
our landsman Dr. Joseph Chazanowitch (1844-
1919), by designating a section of the library in his
name. In this designated division are the many
manuscripts and collections of such famous person-
alities as; Dr. Albert Einstein and Zigmund Freud
among others. There is an appropriate inscription at
the entrance of this section (as shown in the picture
in the Yiddish section).

The association between Dr. Chazanowitch and
the National Library has been from its very incep-
tion. Dating back to the last century, while roaming
the streets of Bialystok to and from patients, he
dreamed of establishing a national library in Jerusa-
lem, to house collections of Judaica from the world
over, among other cultural treasures.

His dream became a reality following his visit to
Jerusalem in 1890. Upon his return, he devoted his
energies and means to fulfilling his objective. He
began collecting books, holy writ, manuscripts,
ancient, medieval, modern, and transported them to
the newly established library, during a period of 20
years. These, numbered many thousands of most
valuable books which enriched the new library.

Since then the library has undergone many
stages and changes. Disturbances, wars, innumera-
ble difficulties had befallen the Land and with it, the
library. In spite of all, there was growth and expan-
sion. In 1920, the library was taken over by the
Zionist Organization and its sponsorship, and 5
years later, it was incorporated by the University of
Jerusalem. With the establishment of the Jewish
State in 1948, the campus at Mt. Scopus was sur-
rounded by the Jordanians, together with the library
of more than half a million books.

With the spectacular victory of the Six Day War
in 1967, Jerusalem, the library and the University
were free again. The library was relocated to Givat-
Ram on a new campus in beautiful quarters, with a
growth in wealth of books, reaching 2,000,000. To
date, the library is the most important cultural cen-
ter for study and research of its caliber in the world,
accentuating Jewish studies and research, most uni-
que, in all branches of culture from which Jews and
non-Jews benefit.

In the section of the library dedicated to Dr.
Chazanowitch, there is a designated section for the
Bialystok archives — ““Ginzat Bialystok.” These
include special collections of books in various lan-
guages, memorabilia, etc., collected and catalogued
in thousands of files, embracing Bialystok and envir-

e By ARYEH SHAMIR

Jerusalem

ons. These archives will become accessible to
researchers and historians, hopefully within two
years, depending on available funds.

The “Ginzat Bialystok” is conducted by a com-
mission with the participation of Aryeh Mohliver (a
great-grandchild of our well known Rabbi Shmuel
Mohliver, of sainted memory), professor Menachem
Shtern (recipient of Israel award in Jewish history)
and other prominent personalities. A respected
group of historians and bibliographers compose the
honorary membership.

It is of great satisfaction to us, that the name of
Dr. Chazanowitch is now perpetuated. Itis an honor
so meritoriously deserved, but to his great contribu-
tion to the development of culture in Israel. It is,
indeed, monumental.

Dr. Chazanowitch died in tragic loneliness in far
away Yekaterineslaw. Our generation, reared in Bia-
lystok between both world wars, had not known this
wonderful man personally. However, from our ear-
liest youth, we heard about this legendary man. Our
parents told us of his good humor; his story telling,
both sad and cheerful; his attending the sick, poor
and rich alike; his pioneering in Zionism; and the
great collection of books which he turned over to
Hebrew University in Jerusalem. This myth became
the symbol of Jewish Bialystok, he imbued. By
example, they too, donated their books to this
worthy cause. The honor conferred upon Dr. Cha-
zanowitch, of blessed memory, is also the honor of
our unforgettable Bialystok.

ANNUAL MEMORIAL MEETING OF
CLUB OF BIALYSTOKER AND
VICINITY — MIAMI BEACH,
FEBRUARY 7, 1988.

The Bialystoker and Club of Miami Vicinity will
conduct the 45th Annual Memorial Meeting, in
commemoration of sixty thousand martyred Jews of
Bialystok, our unforgettable Kedoshim.

The memorial will take place Sunday, February
7, 1988, at 2:00 p.m. An appropriate program is in
the planning, with the participation of speakers and
a cantor of repute who will chant the proper prayers.

All Bialystoker in Miami Beach and those who
will be vacationing there at the time are cordially
invited to join us in this very meaningful observance
for our beloved Kedoshim.
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ASSEMBLYMAN SILVER
RECEIVES AN AWARD

Assemblyman Sheldon Silver (D-Manhattan)
received the Community Service Award for 1987
from the Metropolitan New York Coordinating
Council on Jewish Poverty in recognition of his
outstanding efforts on behalf of the Jewish com-
munity as a Legislator and Community Activist.

Mr. Silver, a life-long resident of the lower east
side, presently serves as Chairman of the New York
State Assembly Codes Committee. Assemblyman
Silver’s career in public service began in 1971. He is
deeply involved in and committed to communal life
on the lower east side. The young Israel of Manhat-
tan, the Bialystoker Synagogue and the United Jew-
ish  Council-Bialystoker Housing Development
Corporation have all enjoyed the fruits of his leader-
ship and participation.

Assemblyman Sheldon Silver takes also an
active interest in the Bialystoker Center and Home
on East Broadway, which serves its Jewish seniors
for the last 56 years.

Assemblyman Silver’s legislative record is high-
lighted by bills on such topics as Sabbath observer
exams, truth-in-testing, the ““get” bill and autopsy
legislation. His advancements have previously been
recognized and honored by the United States
Chamber of Commerce, the United Jewish Appeal,
the Federation of Jewish Philanthropies, Agudath
Israel and the Rabbi Jacob Joseph School.

Thank you letter
to Mr. Max Ratner

Dear Mr. Ratner,

Thank you so much for sending me your monu-
mental and most memorable book, The Bialystoker
Memorial Book. 1t is an important part of the
remembrance of the Holocaust and a significant
contribution to my library.

Yasher koach on yourresearch and record of our
peoples.

Shalom and thank you again,

Rabbi Bernard Frankel

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

UNITED
WAY

OF TRI-STATE

99 PARK AVENUE, NEW YORK, N.Y. 10016/(212) 907-0300

August 5, 1987

Mr. Izaak Rybal and Mrs. Myra Bailin
Bialystoker Home and Infirmary for the Aged
228-230 East Broadway

New York, N.Y. 10002

Dear Mr. Rybal and Mrs. Bailin,

Our thanks to you and Myra Bailin for giving
such a fine talk about your agency to the United
Way staff. They were very impressed and felt it was
very informative.

It’s essential that our staff know of your pro-
grams so they can relate your story to the companies
they solicit and to individual contributors.

Again, I want to thank you both for your help. It
is always a pleasure working with you. You have
been an asset to our Tours and Speakers programs. |
look forward to meeting you soon.

Sincerely,
Judith L. Fish
Manager of Special Projects

Gertrude Dantowitz

541 East 20 Street

New York, N.Y. 10010 August 3, 1987

To: Mrs. Myra Bailin and Mr. Izaak Rybal.

The family of Sadie Dantowitz would like to
express our profound appreciation for the loving
and competent care with which our mother was
treated during her stay at the Bialystoker Home for
the Aged.

The tenderness and skill with which she was
sustained, served not only to contribute to her well
being, but to hearten and comfort us.

The devotion to her welfare of all staff personal,
and the general tone of kindness which permeates
the Bialystoker Home, heightened the inner strength
and stamina to the family.

May we all be spared sorrows for many years to
come.

Shalom,

Gertrude Dantowitz
for the family of Sadie Dantowitz
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LETTERS TO OUR EDITOR

UNITED JEWISH COUNCIL
of the EAST SIDE, INC.

235 East Broadway, New York, N.Y. 10002 (212) 233-6037
500a Grand Street, New York, N.Y. 10002 (212) 460-5730

July 7, 1987
Izaak Rybal
Executive Director
Bialystoker Center — Home for the AGed

Dear Mr. Rybal:

On June 16, the New York City Board of Esti-
mate voted unanimously in favor of Ludlow Street
Houses.

As you know, Ludlow Street Houses, to be deve-
loped by the Council, is an innovative project. When
completed 52 units of housing will be provided. 30 of
the units will be set aside for low-income families for
30 years, much more than required by government
regulations.

Your support was most important to the victory
which occurred at the Board of Estimate. On behalf
of the United Jewish Council of the East Side, its
Officers and Board of Directors, I want to take this
opportunity to say “Thank You” for taking the time
to demonstrate your support.

I Hope in the future you will join the Council
when we celebrate the groundbreaking ceremony.

With sincerest thanks,

Douglas Balin
Executive Director

UNITED JEWISH COUNCIL
of the EAST SIDE, INC.

235 East Broadway, New York, N.Y. 10002 (212) 233-6037
500a Grand Street, New York, N.Y. 10002 (212) 460-5730

Mr. Izaac Rybal
Bialystoker Center

Dear Mr. Rybal:

Many thanks for helping make the United Jew-
ish Council’s Seventh Annual Legislative Confer-
ence a success.

As you know, we strive to ensure that a construc-
tive dialogue between the community and govern-

ment will result in a better Lower East Side for all.
All the Best.

Sincerely,
William E. Rapfogel

Chairman
Legislative Conference

THE CITY OF NEW YORK
OFFICE OF THE COMPTROLLER
MUNICIPAL BUILDING
NEW YORK, N.Y. 10007

July 7, 1987

Mr. Izaak Rybal
Executive Director

Dear Mr. Rybal:

Many thanks for your letter. Since I share your
deep concern in the matter I voted at the Board of
Estimate for the United Jewish Council of the East
Side (UJC) housing proposal on Ludlow Street.

I am grateful that you took the trouble to write.
Please continue to feel free to call upon me at any
other time that you may think there is some way in
which 1 can be helpful.

Sincerely,

Harrison J. Goldin
Comptroller

THE CITY OF NEW YORK
THE PRESIDENT OF THE COUNCIL
CITY HALL
NEW YORK. N. Y. 10007

July 7, 1987
Sam Solasz — President
Izaak Rybal — Executive Director
Myra Bailin — Administrator
Bialystoker Center,
Home and Infirmary for the Aged

Dear Sirs:

Thank you very much for your letter on behalf of
the United Jewish Council’s project at 144-150 Lud-
low Street.

As I am sure you are aware the Board of Esti-
mate unanimously approved the project at its meet-
ing of June 16th.

I was certainly pleased to have been able to lend
my support for this proposal that will result in the
renovation of such desperately needed housing.

Sincerely,

Andrew Stein
Presiden
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44th BIALYSTOKER-GRODNER JOINT MEMORIAL MEETING

On Sunday, March 29, 1987 at 1:00 P.M., the
Bialystok Center and Home in conjunction with
Grodner Friends, observed the 44th Annual Holo-
caust Memorial in the Bialystoker Center Audito-
rium. Befitting the occasion, the program was
solemn and an aura of dignity prevailed. Mr. Izaak
Rybal, Executive Director of the Bialystoker Center
and Mrs. Dora Russek of Club of Grodner Friends,
co-chaired the event.

Sam Solasz, the President of the Bialystoker
Center, set the tone for the Memorial. In his brief
and succinct introduction to the service he exhorted
the audience never to forget, while in time we
became more removed from the Holocaust. We
must vow, as we grow older, not to permit our
memories to dim, nor overlook our duty to transmit
the Holocaust tragedy to the oncoming generation.

Cantor Sol Zim, our perennial, favored standby,
rendered several chants befitting the occasion.

Sam Chudin, a holocaust survivor, as every year,
delivered a most impressive talk in Yiddish. He
reviewed anti-semitism from days of old, leading to
the Holocaust and beyond. The holocaust wasn’t
sudden. It was inevitable because hatred for the Jew
was so rampant. The one man, Hitler, was able to

p—

probably never imagine. It is in these daily choices
that I find the dignity, the ““legend,” that is so elusive
for the professor. The determination to remain a
community in the face of annihilation should never
be taken for granted. How many times 1 have heard
a survivor say: without him or her, I would never
have made it. This is not death in silence. What the
professor terms a death in silence is just his own
failure to respect and understand his own people.

A few months ago, I saw a powerful film about
the Vilno partisans. I was very moved and awed at
how they responded to the tragedy which befell their
generation. My mother and father went to see the
movie too. When I asked, my father seemed reluc-
tant to talk about it. Finally, he said it had left him
feeling disappointed and let down, because he felt
that something was missing. What was missing was
his choice and the choice of many others who stayed
with their families and friends as long as they could.
The knowledge that our parents and grandparents
made those choices is something that can never be
taken from us. It is something which offers us one of
the few consolations of the Holocaust. For me, it
answers the question 1 ask myself at every Yiskor:
how to remember the grandparents I never knew.

enlist the entire world of anti-semitism into the
unspeakable Holocaust venture.

Rabbi Max B. Posnansky bemoaned the irre-
trievable loss of our Holocaust Kedoshim. Not only
six million, but generations were lost from babes in
arms to the hoary old. Future talmidei chachamim,
scholars, scientists, musicians, businessmen, ideal-
ists, were deprived of life and the world was deprived
of their genius. What a loss for us Jews and for the
world!

The Demianiuk and Barbie trials, as gruesome as
they are, unfortunately, serve a much needed pur-
pose. Our young generation who grew up after the
Holocaust was almost completely ignorant or quite
unaware of the dimension of the Holocaust. Their
ears are glued to the radios and television; they
arrive at the earliest hours to the courthouse to gain
admission in order to witness the trial in Jerusalem.
They are stunned, shocked and deeply moved. They
will remember, and surely their loyalty and devotion
to Judaism will be greatly strengthened. Too bad it
has to be this way. Our resolve must be: “Be on
Guard.”

Representing the Club of Grodner Friends and
Vicinity, Mr. Robert Bell delivered a brief talk. He,
too, spoke in the same vein, recalling the past and
the horrible loss.

Dr. Luba Krugman Gurdus, artist, author and
lecturer, a survivor of the Holocaust, gave a lengthy
scholarly lecture on Jewish life and letters including
the eternal contributions of great Jewish men and
women to the world. It is quite ostensible that this
did not stand them in good stead. Blind anti-
Semitism, furious hatred prevailed. And so, one
third of our people were mercilessly exterminated.
Nor are we yet free of future holocausts. We must
stand together and on guard.

Alys Kremer, second generation of Grodner
landsleit, charming and a very much feeling Jewess,
daughter of Mike and Hanna Kremer, delivered a
most stimulating talk. The speech was so good and
so well received that we are printing it in this Bialys-
toker STIMME for the benefit of all our readers.

Mr. Izaak Rybal conducted a successfully brisk
appeal for tzedakah and called on six Bialystoker
members to light the six candles in commemoration
of the memorial, and Mrs. Dora Russek called on
Grodner to light the six memorial candles.

Rose and Sam Solasz and sons lit the special
candle in memory of the Israeli soldiers lost in bat-
tles for their country.
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HOLOCUAST DAY TALK AT BIALYSTOKER CENTER — 1987

All this has come upon us,
Though we have not forgotten You,
Or been false to Your covenant.
Our heart have not turned back,
Nor have our steps departed from Your way...
For Your sake we are slain...
Why do You hide Your face?
Psalm 44

Recently I read a book of conversation with
Marek Edelman, the only surviving leader of the
Jewish Fighting Organization in the Warsaw ghetto
who remained in Poland after the war. Edelman
describes an incident he witnessed before the closing
off of the ghetto from the rest of Warsaw. The
German officers had forced an old religious Jew
onto the top of a barrel and were shearing his beard
off with scissors before a laughing crowd of Poles.
At that moment, says Edelman: *‘I realized that the
most important thing on earth was going to be never
letting myself be pushed onto the top of that barrel.
Never, by anybody. Do you understand. Everything
I was to do later, I was doing in order not to let
myself get pushed up there.”

When I read the story of the Jew on the barrel, it
struck me that Edelman and the old Jew probably
saw this scene differently. To a Jew who lived by the
Torah, the Germans were new pharoahs, yet
another visitation of ignorance against which Jews
have always defined themselves. Edelman, a Bun-
dist, belonged to a generation that did not want to
cohabitate with anti-Semitism. Whether he believed
in the return to Eretz Israel or the fight for equality
in Poland or the promise of a Soviet utopia, a young
Jew of our parents’ generation saw his relationship
with the non-Jewish world in a different way from
his parents. But neither Edelman nor the old Jew
could have imagined then Auschwitzand Treblinka.
Nor could they have imagined that in January 1944,
Himmler, the head of the SS, would speak to an
audience of SS and Wehrmacht officers of the need
for a total solution, the murder of all Jews, stressing
that they must prevent the possibility of leaving
avengers to whom the Germans’ children would
have to answer.

Editor’s Note: Miss Alys Kremer has contributed several articles on
the Holocaust to the Bialystoker Stimme. She has spoken on this subject
at our Holocaust memorial programs which were well received. Her
interest in Jewish history is very great, and therefore, rewarding. Her
purpose is to ignite a spark among the Jewish youth. In recognition of
this interest, she was designated chairperson of the newly organized
“Friends of the Bialystoker Center.” Miss Kremer is the daughter of the
proud parents, Mike and Hanna Kremer, who, themselves are most
active at Bialystoker Center ol which Mike is Vice President, and all
Jewish endeavors.

e By ALYS KREMER

Edelman’s fear of becoming the Jew on the bar-
rel haunts me too, for the same reasons and some
additional ones. It haunts me even though there has
been a Jewish state for all my lifetime, and even
though I live in one of the biggest and most powerful
Jewish societies which has ever existed in the Dias-
pora. But what I fear too is that the unwillingness to
identify with and understand Jewish suftering dur-
ing the Holocaust has produced the accusation,
made by Jews and non-Jews alike, that the Jews of
Europe went like sheep to the slaughter. Even today
when so much is written and said about the condi-
tions of Jewish existence during the war, I still read
of and hear this point of view, which often goes
unchallenged. This ignorant accusation has applied
great pressure to the Jewish spirit. It has made those
of us who recognize this great lie fear that Europe’s
Jews will be perceived as victims only, by ourselves
and others.

Rightfully, great emphasis has been placed on
documenting and memorializing the partisans and
ghetto fighters. The ghetto rebellions, for there were
many, and the Jewish partisans, for there were
many, have become the symbol of Jewish resistance.
And the painful reality is that the annihilation of our
people was so very nearly complete that no Jews
remained to bear witness to many other individual
and group rebellions which occurred at every phase
of ghettoization and deportation. Often we can only
catch a glimpse of this resistance in German reports
which dutifully recorded acts by Jewish ““bandits.”

Edelman, the ghetto fighter, accuses the young
Polish Jewish journalist who interviews him of
believing that those Jews who filled the transports
were somehow worse that those Jews who managed
to do some shooting. He describes to her the visit of
an American Jewish professor who told him that the
death of people dying in silence leaves nothing
behind, whereas those who shoot leave a legend
behind. Edelman tries to explain that in reality it was
much easier to die firing than it was to board the
trains. In the end he explodes in rage; he cannot
continue talking.

I would like to have been there to finish the
argument for him, to express my anger at the profes-
sor’s accusation. In a world that had declared that
Jews were not human, that abandoned them to
harsh struggle and terrible isolation, every decision
to aid and support family and friends on a daily basis
was a public act of resistance and an act of hope.
How difficult it was to make those choices we can
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A RECEPTION FOR DOBKE NATOVICH OF AUSTRALIA
AND JOSEPH AND NESHKE DOBRYMAN OF CHICAGO

A sudden and unexpected visit turned into a
most heartwarming reception for old friends who
came to New York and visited our Bialystoker Cen-
ter and Home on Wednesday, July 15, 1987. This
casual visit called fora hurriedly prepared luncheon.
The welcome visitors, well known to our landsleit,
came from out of state and from a distant continent.
Some old friends were on hand to greet the visitors.

Grasping the precious opportunity, Mr. Izaak
Rybal decided that for old times’ sake, and for the
present, it would be ideal to renew old friendships

Front — L. to R. S. Dines, D. Medvedev,
N. Dobryman, D. Natovich, L. Chuden
Back — L. to R. M. Rybal, E. Krim, Y. Eisner,
B. Schubak, H. Kremer, R. Solasz, M. Bailin

and reminisce. And, he succeeded. Without exagger-
ation, suddenly all in the room burst into a festive
mood long to be remembered. Greetings, laughter,
extreme joy, and joy through tears permeated the
atmosphere. Old friends got together who had a lot
in common. All emotion broke loose.

The first guest from far away Australia was
Dobke Natovich. Dobke had not seen many of the
gathered friends since the days of 1945 in Bergen-
Belsen. She and they were overcome with indescrib-
able emotion. Who ever thought they would ever
meet again! And here they were 42 years later.
Dobke spoke in Yiddish, her native tongue. It was
what she said and how she said it. Those were words
familiar to most because they, too, had been there
and tread the path of uncertainty. And here she was,
alive among her dear friends. What could be greater?

Dobke, Joe and Neshke were taken on a tour of
the Bialystoker Home by Mr. Rybal. What they saw
they marveled at and highly praised the efficiency
and worthwhileness of the Home.

The Dobrymans from Chicago, Joseph and
Neshke, are no strangers to us. They are often with
us: and yet, not too often. They do make sure that
when they are in the vicinity they will visit with us.
They are as far removed from us as the telephone.
They join us on our trips to Israel and Europe. Joe is
a regional officer of the Bialystoker Home and his
heart is in it. So we were happy to greet Joe and
Neshke at this unusual gathering. Joe and Neshke
never come empty handed and this time, too, they
Were Very generous.

Joe Dines welcomed the guests. Mr. Izaak Rybal
was called on and he, with inspiring words, also
welcomed the visitors. He praised the accomplish-
ments of the Bialystoker Center and Home and
cheerfully gave credit to all the assembled guests for
their meritorious support.

Among the friends who voiced the welcome in
their brief greetings were: Sam Solasz, President of
the Bialystoker Center; Mike Kremer, Sam Chuden,
Sol Krim, Barbara Schubak. Joe Dobryman offered
words of gratitude for a warm reception. Amaz-
ingly, on short notice so many came from business to
attend this unusual gathering.

Mrs. Myra Bailin, our Administrator, offered a
brief resume of improvements in our Bialystoker
Institution and those pending. She elaborated on the
nursing-care advancements which meet with the
high approval of the State. This was a very informa-
tive talk.

The get-together ended on a high note of well
wishes and LEHITROAT.

CALENDAR OF COMING EVENTS

I. Annual Chanukah Party, Concert and
Dinner, Sunday, December 13, 1987.

2. Annual Purim Party, Concert and Dinner
— Annual Membership Meeting, Sunday,
March 6, 1988.

3. 45th BIALYSTOKER-GRODNER
YIZKOR-MEMORIAL, Sunday, March 20,
1988.
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THE BIALYSTOKER CENTER AND HOME
PROUDLY CONGRATULATES DR. RONA
WOLDENBERG-GREENBERG

Dr. Rona Woldenberg-Greenberg, the daughter
of Dr. and Mrs. David Woldenberg was graduated
from the University of Pennsylvania Medical School
May, 1987.

In her senior year at the School of Medicine she
was admitted into the Alpha Society for her out-
standing scholastic performance. Dr. Rona Green-

Dr. Rona Woldenberg-Greenberg

berg also graduated from the Ramaz School in June,
1979 where she delivered the Saludatorian Address.

She attended Princeton University majoring in
Comparative Religion and was graduated with
honors in June, 1983. She was elected to Phi Beta
Kappa and was the recipient of the Isidore and
Helen Sacks Memorial Prize.

Dr. Rona Greenberg will be pursuing a career in
the specialty of Radiology. She has been accepted as
a resident at the North Shore Hospital in Long
Island.

Her husband, Dr. Burt Greenberg, has recently
completed an extensive training program in Plastic
Surgery at the University of Pennsylvania and a
Fellowship in Microsurgery at the Massachusetts
General Hospital. He will be going into practice in
Lake Success, New York, as of July 1st of this year.

“Dr. David H. Woldenberg is a senior member
of our medical staff at the Bialystoker Home. We are
happy to extend our best wishes to Dr. and Mrs.
David Woldenberg. May they enjoy great nachas.”

GEORGE KURAN
NEW PRESIDENT

Mr. George Kuran was elected president of the
Jewish National Fund of Victoria.

He succeeds Mr. Joe Gelb who stepped down
following two years in office.

“It is an honor to be elected president of such
fine organization.

“I realize not all the work will be pleasant, but I
intend to make the most of the good and bad,” Mr.
Kuran said.

Mr. Marek Hirshorn and Mrs. Yetta Samuel are
vice-presidents, with Mr. Joe Miller treasurer.

Mr. Kuran presented Mr. Joe Gelb with a
Golden Book certificate in honor of his service to
JNCE.

“It 1s wonderful to receive such an award, I can

George Kuran

assure the new executive of my continued support
and assistance when needed,” Mr. Gelb said.

Mr. Alex Polonksky was honored for a life-time
dedication to Galil Australia with blue box clear-
ance rates of 97 percent.

Mr. Krinsky received the Golden Leaf award
from Mr. Gelb, for over 40 years service to J.N.F.
for consistent help and work.

Mrs. Zosia Mercer (pres. State Zionist Council
Vic.) as guest speaker, said ““Jewish National Fund
has travelled a long and successful road, with the
work associated with Galil Australia something of
which to be proud,” Mrs. Mercer said.

“The only viable way disputes between Arabian
and Israeli countries can be settled is for Israel to
become a stronger and more dominant power.

“To achieve this, Israel must have a stable econ-
omy,” she said.

“That is why the work of Australian organiza-
tions such as J.N.F. is so important in resolving the
Middle Eastern Disputes,” Mrs. Mercer said.
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JACOB ZABLUDOWSKY FROM MEXICO
AN ANSWER AND EXPLANATION

In the Passover issue of the Bialystoker Stimme,
an article appeared under the title: ““Anti-semitic
intrigues against the Jewish journalist Jacobo Zab-
ludowsky of Mexico.” The sub-title reads: ““incite-
ment against Jacobo Zabludowski mount, in spite of
his neutral position towards Israel and Jewish
problems.”

From the title and additional malice, we suspect
many untruths. With the consent of Jacobo, to
whom 1 read the article, allow me to relate what
actually transpired, and to portray the characteris-
tics of Jacobo Zabludowsky.

The same article was printed simultaneously,
somewhat earlier, in the ‘Algemeiner Journal,’
unsigned. I suspect that it was penned by a Jewish
writer from Mexico, who badly misreads incidents,
and therefore, conveys untruths.

In September 1986, Jacobo was offered to con-
duct the ‘Spanish International Network’ whose
main offices are in Miami and Los Angeles. After 16
years of heading the very popular daily television
program — ““24 hours,” he bid farewell to his huge
following of millions of Mexicans comprising all
shades, from the simplest to the intellectuals. There
were no ill wishers. Contrary to the statement in the
article, and most certainly, whether he was Jewish;
or whether he was a caring Jew, as was intimated
several times, the bare fact is that he left his position
of his own free will.

In the interim of several months, pursuant to his
departure from <24 hours,” something unavoidably
strange occurred. There erupted many disagree-
ments in the United States which brought about an
opposition to his assuming the position. Many arti-
cles appeared in the Mexican press asking: “‘bring
back Jacobo to his program.” To strengthen their
Jdemgnd, the people refused to tune in to the pro-
gr%mi;vhich had been taken over by someone else. It

" had become a colossal failure. On behalf of Jacobo,

[ wish to ascertain that this episode did not contain a
tinge of Anti-semitism on either of the continents.

. = There was, nonetheless, professional jealousy bor-

dering, perhaps, on hatred. There is no evidence that
a “‘Jewish” problem was involved. It was mainly a
question of begrudging a colleague.

On March 23, 1987, Jacobo Zabludowsky
renewed his program **24 hours™ and was acclaimed
with the same respect and outpouring love; a wide
popularity he never lost.

To rebut that Jacobo was ‘exiled” and forsaken, |
can’t begin to understand where the so-called ‘good
friend’ gathered this information. He mentioned

e By VELA ZABLUDOWSKY
Mexico

Miami and Spain. These places Jacobo visits often.
He forgot to mention Israel, where Jacobo has an
apartment. Israel, he loves with his heart and soul. Is
this what one calls ‘exile’?

Now, about Jacobo ‘careful Jew,” contrary to
‘Hefker’-arbitrary Jew, as mirrored by the “friend.”
He tried to portray him as a Jew who denies his
Jewishness; orasa “Jew at home, while a Mexican in
society.” He may not be a traditional Jew, yet, defi-
nitely not hefkerdik. He is a proud and knowledgea-
ble Jew. He is a scion of a Jewish home and of
Bialystok roots. How otherwise? He lives and
breathes Judaism. His two sons and daughter are
married to Jews, whose weddings took place in Syn-
agogues, and not in the customary hotels. His grand-
children attend Jewish schools. As head of the
family, he conducts the traditional sedorim; and on
Yom Kippur he occupies the ‘Mizrach’ at services.
he is surrounded by his fellow Jews at all times, and
when he sings “Margaritkelech,” his eyes are filled
with tears. He distinguishes between Jewish joy and
SOrrow.

THE CHAIM SHEBA MEDICAL CENTER
TEL-HASHOMER, ISRAEL

Dear Mrs. Medvedev

[ should like to thank you personally and also on
behalf of the Institute and particularly the physioth-
erapists and occupational therapists who will be
working in the new wing, and of course the child-
patients and their parents, for your generous contri-
bution at the dinner. We are naturally grateful to
your whole organization for helping us to complete
a dream and have the treatment modality under one
roof together with the diagnostic team. Your spon-
taneous gesture and contribution at the reception
was very touching and deeply appreciated and we
are quite hopeful now that, in the near future and
hopefully before the end of the summer, the whole
wing will be air-conditioned and pleasant to work in.

I look forward to your visit to us when you
should next be in Israel either privately or as part of
the group. Please contact us when you arrive and we
shall be happy to make the necessary arrangements.

Yours very sincerely,

Prof. Bernard E. Cohen
Director, Child Development Institute
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BIALYSTOKER CENTER AND HOME SALUTES RABBI YITZCHOK SINGER
ELECTED PRESIDENT TO UNITED JEWISH COUNCIL OF THE EAST SIDE

Rabbi Yitzchok Singer, most prominent spirit-
ual leader in the Jewish Community of the East Side,
"~ has once again been elected president to the United
Jewish Council. Ever since his occupying the pulpit
of the prestigious 103 year old Bialystoker Syn-
agogue 28 years ago Rabbi Singer has devoted all his
energy and devoted service to his congregation and
the community at large. His indefatigable service
coupled with dedication and an abiding concern for
humanity has earned him the respect and reverence
by all.

In contemporary times, Rabbi Yitzchok Singer is

4 %
¥

Rebbitzin Bluma and Rabbi Yitzchok Singer

a rare combination of ‘Torah Im Derech Eretz,” as
was coined by Rabbi Samson Raphael Hirsch of
Germany, in a critical period in Jewish history. He
possesses the most desired blending of Torah scho-
larship, par-exelance, with the way of life, reaching
people at all levels. This, in itself, is a blessing.
Coming to the Bialystoker Synagogue when the
community was in its eclipse, on a downward trend,
he was able to infuse into the synagogue a fresh
breath of life. His scholarly, yet down to earth ser-
mons, Droshos and lectures attracted young and old

e By RABBI MAX B. POSNANSKY
Chaplain of Bialystoker Center

alike. Young people joined the roster of worshipers
and joined in membership. He established Shiurim
on all levels, the synagogue sprang to life. The syn-
agogue underwent a complete renovation, and is
ever on the upsurge. Rebbitzin Bluma Singer has a
goodly share in the Rabbi’s many accomplishments.
This modest ‘Eishes Chayil’ is the guiding spirit of
the synagogue’s Ladies Auxiliary. She is a rare com-
bination of goodness and kindness.

The Bialystoker Synagogue is very closely identi-
fied with our Bialystoker Center and Home. From
its inception our institution was supported and ably
served by the Bialystoker Synagogue; and our many
influential leaders and members came from their
ranks. So much so, that some people think that it is
one institution. We receive many of their telephone
calls and they, ours. Our association is indeed
closely knit.

Rabbi Yitzchok Singer is very close to us. His
advice and cooperation is highly valued by us. His
weekly visits and words of encouragement are most
appreciated. He is in constant touch with our execu-
tive director Mr. Izaak Rybal. We wish the Rabbi
Hatzlacha in his presidency and in all his communal
endeavors for Klal Isroel.

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

UNITED JEWISH COUNCIL
of the EAST SIDE, INC.

235 East Broadway, New York, N.Y. 10002 (212) 233-6037
500a Grand Street, New York, N.Y. 10002 (212) 460-5730
Izaak Rybal

Executive Director

Bialystoker Center and Home for the Aged

Dear Mr. Rybal:

The Council’s Legislative Conference was a suc-
cess. You, and your staff played a major role in
ensuring that the event went off so well.

On behalf of the Officers, Board and staff of the
United Jewish Council, I say thank you and wish
you all the best.

With warmest regards,

Douglas Balin
Executive Director
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Despite the lack of a rabbi, a synagogue in War-
saw, preserved because it served as a stable during
the war, still functions as a house of worship for the
minuscule Jewish community in Poland. But Alex-
ander Seidermann, its 75 year old sexton, is pessim-
istic about the community’s future.

“The youngest Jew in Poland,” he said, *is 58
years old.”

This was an exaggeration, but it is true that there
are few younger Jews in Poland. The best known of
these few is Stanislaw Krajewski, a 37 year old
mathematician who is looked on by many Poles and
foreigners as an intellectual but unofficial spokes-
man for Polish Jews.

The son of assimilated Polish Jews, Krajewski
did not begin to delve into his Jewish identity and
think about practicing Judaism until he was an 18
year old student. He did so in reaction to a wave of
official Polish government anti-Semitism in 1968.

“*Compared to the real problems of Poland, the
question Polish-Jewish relations is not significant,”
he sad over dinner at hisapartment in Warsaw. “Itis
a historical issue. Yet people get very emotional
about it and talk about it a great deal. There are,
after all, not many problems of Poland that are
worth talking about.”

CATHOLIC CURIOSITY

Krajewski said that Polish attitudes toward Jews
these days range from the traditional, rabid anti-
Semitism preached by some extreme organization to
what he called a philo-Semitism emerging among
some young Poles. The new admiration for Jews,
much of it naive and based on ignorance, he said,
stems from a growing Polish Catholic curiosity
about the Jewish religion, an admiration for the
anti-Soviet policies of Israel, and “a feeling that
whatever happened in the past must be better than
what is happening now.”

Krajewski said he believes that the impetus for
the present discussion about guilt came from a con-
ference on Polish-Jewish relations held at Oxford
University in Britain in 1984,

“It was the first time that Polish and Jewish
scholars had sat down together to discuss the ques-
tion,” Krajeswki said. “It is very hard for Poles to
face the anti-Semitism in their past, just as it is very
hard for many Jews to understand how much the
Poles themselves suffered during World War 11.”

In 1905, the peace of Bialystok was shattered by
a pogrom. Agents of the Russian Czar, who ruled
that part of Poland in those days, provoked an
uprising of Poles against the Jews, spreading the
rumor that a Jew had thrown a rock at a statue of the
Virgin Mary during a Holy Week procession.

My father, then 6 years old, and his family, were
warned by a Polish farmer. They hid in the basement

of their home for two days while the killing raged in
the streets above. Kosher butchers, with their meat
cleavers, defended the Jews but still failed to prevent
the massacre of 127 of them.

The Jews of the city put up a small obelisk, with
the chiseled names of the 127 victims, on a Bialystok
street as a memorial a few years before my father
left. The obelisk disappeared after World War 11,
but it suddenly reappeared last year and was placed
in the Jewish cemetery. What happened is not clear.

“Some politician took the monument away
because he wanted it for himself,” Crernicki, our
guide in Bialystok, said. “But Jewish people finally
pressured him to return it.” That explanation is
hard to accept.

“I'm not sure why it came back,” a Western
diplomat in Warsaw said, “but is was probably
removed in the first place because it was a bad
reminder to the descendants of the Poles who took
part in the pogrom of 1905.”

On my last night in Warsaw, the movie ““Fiddler
on the Roof™ appeared on Polish government televi-
sion. Perhaps politics had a hand in the decision to
show it. The government of Gen. Wojciech Jaru-
zelski, seeking international approval in times of
economic crisis, is trying to open channels to Israel
and to American Jews.

The government had a much different political
motivation in 1986 when it presented excerpts from
Claude Lanzmann’s “Shoah,” the French-made,
9 hour documentary on the German extermination
of several million Jews on Polish soil. The segments
that put Poles in the worst light were shown on
Polish television.

The government was using the documentary as
evidence that the West, despite all its professions of
support for dissident Polish movements like Solidar-
ity, really did not like the Polish people.

“Fiddler on the Roof,” of course, is a far differ-
ent movie from “Shoah™ and ought to be taken
lightly. The musical is exaggerated and oversenti-
mental, and idealized, almost Walt Disneyish ver-
sion of what Jewish life was like in Eastern Europe at
the turn of the century. The characters are large but
one-dimensional. The musical’s relationship to his-
tory is marginal. Anyway, it is set in Russia rather
than Poland. Nothing about seeing it in Warsaw
should have moved me.

Yet all the sentimentality on the screen engulfed
me, and | could not prevent myself from feeling
foolish and wrung. I had seen too much in Poland,
and too little.

Become Members of the Bialystoker Center
and Home for The Aged
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Jerzy Turowicz, the editor, recently summed up the
tenor of the letters of protest: ““Not only Jews but
also we Poles were murdered during the occupation;
we first had to save ourselves; we saved the Jews and
helped them whenever possible; we carry no blame.

“Some of our correspondents even claim that
there was no anti-Semitism in Poland, and if it did
exist, it was justified.”

An angry article of rebuttal to Blonski came
from Wladyslaw Sila-Nowicki, a 74 year old lawyer
who was an advisor to Solidarity, the now-outlawed
free trade union movement.

“What could we do?”” he said. ““Attack the con-
centration camps with the forces we had? To suffer
enormous loses and doom all those in the camps?
Let no one lecture us about unfulfilled moral duties,
and let not Mr. Blonski say, as he did in his
extremely harmful and untrue piece, that we came
close to the crime of genocide.”

In Paris, Alexander Smolar, an exiled Polish
scholar who has written a good deal recently about
Polish-Jewish relations, said that romantic national-
ism prevented most Polish people from examining
their past attitudes and behavior toward Jews.

“It is very difficult for the Poles, with all their
historical ideas about their own moral purity,” he
said “‘to absorb all this moral ambiguity.”

My father, who died in 1986, remembered his
home town of Bialystok in eastern Poland, now
barely 30 miles from the Soviet border, as a pleasant,
vibrant city of band concert and fireworksin a park,
of horse-drawn trolleys in streets lit by electric
lamps, of Turkish baths of Friday night followed by
succulent dinners of duck, gefilte fish, chopped car-
rots and enormous loaves of bread.

“It was a beautiful city, mostly with Jews,” he
once said. “The people were so nice there.”

When he arrived in the United States in 1913 at
the age of 14, he found the dirty, crowded, hard and
lonely city of New York a depressing
disappointment.

With the help of old photographs, the taped
memories of my father, and a good guide, I found it
possible to imagine what Bialystok might have been
like in those days. But it was necessary to concen-
trate very hard, for, in fact, only a glimmer is really
left. One can see the reconstructed Town Hall with
its clock tower, a few reconstructed houses nearby,
an original, antique building here and there, the
towering Roman Catholic cathedral, but little else.
Almost all the city was destroyed in World War II.

GRIMY INDUSTRIAL CITY

Bialystok is now a grimy, sprawling, polluted,
ugly industrial city scarred with large, dispiriting
block apartment buildings for its rootless workers.
The restaurant at the Hotel Crital, the main hotel in

town serves very little food at night but turns into a
dance hall for gyrating, drunken Polish workers.

Henryk Crernicki, the 67 year old former munic-
ipal controller, guided us around the city. Bialystok,
according to Crernicki, is a city of 250,000 now.
Before World War 11, its population was 115,000,
about 60% of it Jewish. The Jews owned most of the
shops in town and all but two of the textile factories.

During the war, the population swelled to
140,000 as the Germans rounded up Jews from out-
side and walled them into the Bialystok ghetto.
Now, Crernicki estimated, the city may have 15 to 20
Jews. Only three ordered matzo from Warsaw for
Passover this year.

One of the four Jewish cemeteries remains rela-
tively intact and a synagogue building still stands. It
is used as a city social center, for Bialystok now has
little more than commemorative plaques to show for
its Jewish past. One plaque, in Polish and Yiddish,
marks the site of a synagogue burned down June 24,
1941, by the Germans after they herded 3,000 Jews
into it. My mother’s aunt and two cousins were
among the dead.

There is a hoary family joke that Bialystok gave
the world three famous men: Ludwik Zamenhof, the
inventor of Esperanto; Maxim Litvinov, the Soviet
foreign minister before World War II and the Soviet
ambassador to the United States during the war,and
my father, Meyer Meisler, the second fastest paper-
hanger in New york (one Bronx colleague was
always acknowledged by my father to be faster).

Bialystok celebrates neither Litvinov (who
passed out of favor in the Soviet Union after the war)
nor my father, but there is much glorification of
Zamenhof these days. A street is named after the
Jewish eye doctor who created the international
language, and a new bust of him has been placed in
the former ghetto.

Posters in the town proclaim that Esperanto
speakers will assemble in Warsaw and in Bialystok
later this year to mark the 100th anniversary of the
publication of Zamenhof’s book that first set down
the rules of grammar and vocabulary of his
language.

For two days, I tried hard to find the park that
delighted my father as a boy. There is a large park in
the center of town, a little deserted and desolate,
with a massive, monstrous monument to the dead of
World War II. It seemed possible that, in bygone
days, it could have served as the scene of band
concerts and fireworks.but Crernicki told me I was
wrong.

“That was an old Jewish neighborhood,” he
said. “The Germans moved all the Jews from here
into the ghetto during the war and destroyed all the
houses they left behind. After the war, we created a
park out of the land.”
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DEBATE OVER GUILT

POLAND: THE GHOSTS OF ITS JEWISH PAST

CIECHANOWIEC, Poland — Matilda Kadyu-
schewic Meisler, my grandmother, died here in 1921,
but it isimpossible to find her grave now. The Jewish
cemeteries of this little crossroads town on the Nor-
zec River in the farmlands of northeast Poland are
not empty, but they have no tombstones.

Stanislaw Krynski, the 30 year old director of the
local museum, has assembled a dozen or so Jewish
tombstones neatly and prominently on the lawn
alongside his museum, a former palace of the
nobility.

“The Germans ripped out all the stones and used
them to make roads and walls,” he said. “We found
some of these stones last year when we knocked
down the old post office building to build a new one.
A farmhouse burned down not long ago, and, when
the firemen came, they found a couple of tomb-
stones in the ashes.”

LAST JEW’S DEATH

Ciechanowiec was once a small center of lumber-
ing and textile manufacturing. Before World War I,
according to Krynski, it had a population of 5,000 to
6,000 of which 3,000 to 4,000 were Jews. Now, the
population is 4,500, none Jewish.

“It’s a pity that you did not come before,”
Krynski said. “I knew an old Jew in this town who
probably remembered your family. But he died last
year. Now there is no Jew in Ciechanowiec.”

Krynski, a serious man with a faint smile,
showed us the traces of the past. Some antique
wooden house of the 19th Century lend the town a
genteel and calming air. The old town market domi-
nated by Jewish shops that my grandmother knew
before she moved to Bialystok and married life, has
made way for a neat and sterile administrative and
commercial center, with few thing to buy. A syn-
agogue, the only one in town still standing, is now
used as furniture factory warehouse.

PINE-COVERED CEMETERY

A mass grave of executed Jews is marked by a
low fence; another mass grave of executed Jews is
unmarked and strewn with dead branches and
refuse; a Jewish cemetery is not covered by young
pine trees.

“I can assure you that there is not a piece of stone

The article is a reprint from Los Angeles Times, Saturday, May 16,
1987.

e By STANLEY MEISLER
Times Staff Writer
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there,” Krynsky said of the cemetery. ““I have
walked over every foot of the ground searching.”

Polish intellectuals are caught up these daysin an
anguished debate over guilt. The ancient Jewish
culture of Poland was demolished under the Nazi
German occupation of World War I1. Before the
war, 3.5 million Jews lived in Poland, 10% of the total
population, a Jewish community larger than any
other in the world except that of the United States.

The overwhelming majority were killed during
the war. After the war, almost all the survivors fled
— from their memories, from Polish pogroms and
from official anti-Semitism. Perhaps 6,000 Poles
practice Judaism now or identify themselves as
Jews.

No one accuses Poles of designating or operating
the gas chambers of the Nazi camps such as Ausch-
witz, where several million Jews were exterminated
on Polish soil. But the debate about guilt is going on
nevertheless in the pages of Tygodnik Powzechny,
the Roman Catholic weekly that is Poland’s most
influential newspaper.

The debate began in January when Jan Blonski,
a literary critic, commenting on two poems by Nobel
laureate Czeslaw Milosz, concluded that the Poles,
many of whom are anti-Semitic, had a *‘co-
responsibility” for the genocide that took place on
their soil.

DISTINCTION DRAWN

“Nobody in his right senses can maintain that the
Poles — as a people — took part in the genocide,”
Blonski wrote. But he then drew a distinction
between participation and what he called co-
responsibility.

“You can be co-responsible,” he said “without
actually lending your hand to a crime — first, by
omission, or by failing to counteract firmly enough.
Who can honestly say that counteraction was firm
enough in Poland?

*“...Had we acted more wisely, more nobly, more
like Christians, then the genocide would probably
have been more inconceivable, more difficult to
carry out, and would certainly have been opposed
more boldly.”

Blonski called on Poles ““to purify our land” by
“acknowledging our past in the light of truth.”,

The article provoked a furious counterattack.
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LETTER OF GRATITUDE TO BIALYSTOKER
CENTER AND HOME

The Bialystoker Center was the host for the Uni-
ted Jewish Council of the East Side seventh annual
legislative conference.

The conference attended by such notables as
Mayor Ed Koch, Comptroller Harrison J. Goldin,
Congressman Bill Green, State Senator Martin Con-
nor and Assemblyman Sheldon Silver, who also
served as Program Chairman. More than 100 com-
munity leaders representing Jewish fraternal, secu-

Wm Rapfogel, chairman of the event, introducing
our City Mayor — Ed Koch

lar, religious and civic organizations were present to
discuss issues from public safety to housing. Com-
missioner of Housing, Paul Crotty was the keynote
speaker who directed his remarks to housing and
community development issues. Police Officer
Lieutenant David Nadel received the UJC’s Legisla-
tive Public Service Award. Conference Chairman
William Rapfogel thanked Mr. Rybal for the
Home’s graciousness in allowing the UJC to use the
beautiful Bialystoker Home Auditorium.

{

Police Lt. David Nadel receives the United Jewish
Council’s Legislative Public Service Award
Assemblyman Sheldon Silver and Rabbi Yitzchok
singer, Pres. of UJC make the presentation. At the
right end — Exec. Director of UJC — Douglas
Balin.

which had literally branded me in my flesh. Yet I
could not tear myself away completely. Today I live
and work between Paris and New York.

From this privileged vantage point I see the cul-
tural epicenter of the world drifting away from the
shores of Europe. The heirs of Isabella’s Spain, the
Italian Renaissance, Enlightenment France, the
British Empire — mighty cultures that have long
dictated the pace and pattern of human progress —
are steadily losing ground in the race with others
emerging nations, branded with the fate of Byzan-
tium. After the Mediterranean, then the Atlantic,
the hour of the Pacific seems to have struck.

Does Europe really want to exist, or only shine a
little longer, like an extinct star at the end of its
journey?

s

1992 is the date on which the twelve-member
European Community is to become a free and fully
integrated continental market. In that fateful year
we will also celebrate the birth of America, mourn
the expulsion of the Jews, and Barcelona will host
the world to the 25th Olympiad.

The Council of Europe should be congratulated
for its far seeing initiative. By rekindling their
memory of the past, the Iberian peninsula, and pro-
gressively the rest of the continent will rediscover the
rich Jewish component of their cultural heritage.
May this renewed quest for spiritual, intellectual and
artistic excellence unlock the sources of human crea-
tivity that can help Europe recapture some of her
lost vitality and glory.
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amputated. There were close to one-and-a-half mil-
lion children among the six million. But for a twist of
destiny, President Simone Veil, my fellow-survivor
from Auschwitz, who is sitting here beside me, and I,
would have been among them. They were the child-
ren who never learned, the teachers who never
taught, the scientists who never discovered, the
artists who never created. The children who would
have so enriched our own people, along with the rest
of Europe.

* * *

What other people has suffered such blows to its
body and soul and yet endured? What other people
has drawn so deeply upon the resources of human
intelligence to further the cause of knowledge, free-
dom, pluralism and human rights?

Who could have predicted, after the destruction
of the Second Temple, that such a vigorous Jewish
community would arise in mediaeval Spain, that the
center of gravity of Jewish culture would then shift
to Western Europe, Eastern Europe, the Balkans,
Russia, America and return at last, twenty centuries
later, to a reborn state of Israel?

Who would have thought, after all the catas-
trophes of our history — the slavery in Egypt, the
Babylonian captivity, the Persian repression the
Roman massacre of Massada, the Spanish inquisi-
tion, the Tsarist pogroms and the Nazi genocide —
that we would manage to preserve our unity, our
identity and our faith?

Who would have believed that seventy years
after the Bolshevik revolution, such a noble, cour-
ageous Jewish community would arise again in Rus-
sia. This community, which. we thought had been
converted to another religion — communism — but
whose historic memory and cultural heritage
remains intact, cannot be held in bondage forever.

As other nations rose and fell, we have shown
that a people decimated over and over again, can
arise from the ashes of despair and soar like a pho-
enix, if it has the courage and determination to
confront its fate.

We know that our enemies will never let up. In
their eyes we are always guilty. Guilty of being Jews
in the Diaspora, and guilty of being Jews in Pales-
tine. Guilty in Europe for having allegedly gone to
the slaughter like sheep. Guilty in Israel for taking
up arms to ensure that we will never be slaughtered
again. Guilty for having endured down the ages to
testify to the darkness of man’s soul. Our sentence is
eternal vigilance.

Anti-semitism, whether it reappears in a country
like France or Russia, which have many Jews, or a
country like Poland, Germany or Spain, which have
virtually none left, is the barometer that measures
the feverish sickness of a society. When evil times

return — in centuries past, the Black Death, pesti-
lence or bad harvests, more recently unemployment,
inflation, depression — a season for scapegoats
inevitably begins. For racists sowing bigotry and
xenophobia, every economic crisis is the fault of
“others.” “Hell,” wrote Jean-Paul Sartre, “‘is the
others.” And first among the “others’ are always
the Jews, history’s favorite scapegoats. Immediately
behind them come the other ““others™: immigrants,
trade unionists, intellectuals, dissidents, artists, all
those who are different, who refuse to fall in line and
salute the flag.

Like Torquemada, Spain’s Inquisitor in Chief,
Hitler was not an aberration of history. One of the
crown jewels of European culture, the country that
gave us Gutenberg, Beethoven and Goethe, will-
ingly laid at his feet an unlimited mandate to govern.
Germany and Austria had gone momentarily mad.
Those in Europe who at first did not feel directly
threatened — until it was too late — retreated into
silence and indifference, while an entire people in
their midst was being systematically put to death.

sk £ 3 £

When history swallowed us up 45 years ago and
spat us out in bits and pieces, far away from our
cultural roots, we experienced events of Biblical,
Homeric, proportions, events still too fresh and
painful to comprehend.

In the shadow of a permanently flaming gas
chamber, at Auschwitz — which Pope John Paul II,
who grew up in Poland on the other side of the
barbed wire from me, called the Golgotha of the
modern world — we saw the specter of doomsday.
We witnessed a pilot project for the destruction of
humanity, an awesome prefiguration of the coming
thermonuclear age — the final solution for man-
kind. We know in our bones that man is capable of
the worst, as he is capable of the best, of madness as
of genius, that the unthinkable is indeed possible.

We have a unique humanistic legacy to hand
down to our fellow men, Jews and non-Jews alike,
especially the young, because our message of blood
and hope is not about the past but about the future, a
future that belongs to them. We must help to arm
them against the tragedies, the hypocrisies, the false
gods of history, transmit the true meaning of the
dangers — fanatism, terrorism, resignation — that
can thrust mankind toward new disasters. And what
it takes, the attitude of mind, the effort of will to
understand, to adapt, to endure and to overcome.

When I was rescued from the death camps by an
American tank column in the spring of 1945, I
became singlemindedly involved with my redemp-
tion, first physical, then moral and intellectual. The
sole survivor of a large family, my aim was to get as
far away as possible from this psychotic continent,
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them their Spanish and Hebrew culture wherever
they went, vastly enriching, with their age-old wis-
dom, knowledge and skills, Turkey, Greece,
Morocco, Holland, and ultimately, the United
States.

On the eve of the quincentenial celebrations it is
worth recalling the crucial Jewish contribution to
the discovery of America and the spread of Spanish
culture to the Western Hemisphere. It was the Jews
of Majorca, led by Abraham Cresques, who brought
the science of astronomy and cartography to the
heights that made possible Christopher Columbus’
historic voyage.

Jewish learning flourished in various parts of
Europe when most of its population still consisted of
illiterate peasants and war lords. Far from being
restricted to aristocratic and intellectual elites, it
fertilized all social strata of a community wherever it
happened to congregate. Amid the chaos and car-
nage of the dark ages, with Crusaders marauding
toward the Holy Land, and savage tribes barely
converted to Roman catholicism, a significant Jew-
ish presence sprouted in what is today England,
France and Italy. Its cultural life was greatly benefit-
ted by the influx of the Sephardim from Spain and
Portugal. In such rare islands of tranquility and
intelligence as the University of Padua and the Medi-
cis’ Florence, the brilliant Jewish scholar Elijah del
Megido helped fuel the Renaissance. While he trans-
lated into Latin an entire library of ancient Greek
and Hebrew texts, his non-Jewish friend, Pico della
Mirandola became acquainted with the Zohar, and
inaugurated serious christian study of the Kabbalah.

Further East, scattered communities that came
to be known as Ashkenazic, established thriving
centers of rabbinic and talmudic scholarship in
Mainz, Troyes and Prague. With their own vision of
the world and a strong tradition of learning,
research and creativity, they sank roots in Poland,
Lithuania and Russia, helping to pioneer new lands
and braving the brutality of Cossack hordes.

Following the enlightenment and their emanci-
pation by the French Revolution, the Jews entered
into the economic, political and artistic streams of
many European countries. They became novelists,
dramatists, poets, critics, composers, painters,
sculptors, lawyers, journalists, catalysing the cultu-
ral life around them to this day.

In America it has been estimated that on the
average, two Nobel Prize winners in science, every
year, are Jews. In contemporary Israel, a lonely
outpost of European culture, outstanding achieve-
ments in agriculture, micro electronics, computer
science, medical instrumentation and genetic engi-
neering have projected its tiny population to the

Book cover with title by S. Pisar

highest levels of economic development. So much
for the persistent charge that Judaism and moder-
nity cannot go hand in hand.

The intellectual effervescence released by the
German-Jewish encounter, after the 18th century
philosopher, Moses Mendelssohn, urged his co-
religionists to embrace the secular culture around
them, made fin de siecle, Berlin and Vienna into the
cultural capitals of Europe. That fruitful era was
brought to a brutal halt by the Holocaust. its poten-
tial is now being released by the Jewish-American
encounter, the Jewish-French encounter, with the
arrival of new sephardic blood from North Africa
and, above all, by the ingathering of exiles from all
corners of the earth to modern Israel.

As Professor Shlomo Shoham points out, the
Nazis saw the ardent pursuit of culture as a typical
Jewish trait. Paraphrasing Nietzsche, they decreed
that if the Judeo-Christian God is dead, if Judeo-
Christian law and morality is abrogated, then the
mythical Teutonic supermen, the Wagnerian
knights of the Niebelungen, are the new deities. In
the process, they maimed their own nation, as well as
the Jews.

One third of the substance of our people was
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Paris, Vienna, Kiev and, ultimately, a town called
Bialystok, whose cultured and creative Jewish popu-
lation outnumbered the surrounding Slavs — before
she lost the trail in the flames of Treblinka. “Fran-
cisco Pisarro, the conquistador, was your ancestor,
like Camille Pisarro, the painter,” she declared.
“When your family reached Eastern Europe, the
name was russified to Pisar.”

In time, I became rather fond of her tale. It
suggested that the history of Spain, of Europe, of
North and South America, was also my history, and
confirmed the unity and shared fate of the Jewish
people since time immemorial. I decided that the
great saga of the human mind, the profound spirit-
ual adventure of being a Jew, was worth living,
despite the horrendous price in blood I have had to
pay. Neither fear of renewed violence, despair over a
seemingly indifferent God, nor the siren songs of
assimilation have ever shaken me in this
determination.

£ sk ES

The Golden Age of Spain remains deeply
engraved in our memories. Can one think of Spanish
culture without the mind wandering to Hisdai Ibn
Shaprut, who pioneered the art of healing and pre-
sided over the intellectual flowering of Jewish Anda-
lusia, Judah Halevi, singer of the Sionidas and
author of “the Book of the Khuzari,” Samuel Ha-
Neged,the poet, visier and military commander of
Granada, the great scholar and wanderer Abraham
Ibn Ezra, the philosopher and poet Solomon Ibn
Giverol who wrote “The Source of Life,”” Don San-
tob, author of ‘“‘Proverbios Morales”? All those
whom the German-Jewish poet, Heinrich Heine,
lover of the Lorelei and the Rhine, later designated
as “‘the sweet nightingales of Spanish Jewry’*?

And what of the Conversos, whose ancestors had
been forced into baptism. From them came many
who gave Spain her magnificent 16th century: Santa
Teresa of Avila, the mystic founder of convents,
Francisco Victoria, the greatest jurist of his time,
Fernando de Rojas, author of “La Celestina,” the
first major work of the Spanish Renaissance, who
ranks almost with the incomparable Cervantes.

I will not dwell on the greatest Jewish genius of
them all, the physician, theologian and rationalist
who wrote the monumental “Mishneh Torah™ and
“Guide of the Perplexed” — Maimonides of Cor-
doba. His confrontation with classic Greek thought
answered Aristotle’s challenge to all believers.
Reconciling science and faith, he managed to fuse
together the best of two fertile worlds — Hellenic
and Judaic. It was the synthesis of these two core
cultures that molded Europe’s personality.

The cities of Jewish, Moorish and Christian
Spain were once havens of tolerance, justice and

learning. At the synagogues, mosques and churches,
people were free to worship God in all his revela-
tions: a third of the population laid down their tools
on Friday, a third on Saturday and the remainder on
Sunday. In those enlightened days, all three com-
munities, sharing the spiritual heritage of Abraham,
enjoyed a brief, unbroken truce. Teeming with scho-
lars, philosophers, physicians, poets, grammarians,
musicians, rabbis and merchants, they produced the
most fertile culture of mediaeval Europe, with

Judith and Dr. Samuel Pisar

untold innovations in mathematics, astronomy,
physics, medicine and the arts. Toledo’s famous
Jewish school of translators helped to render the
treasure-house of Greek thought into Arabic and
Hebrew, the treasure-houses of Arab and Hebrew
thought into Latin, Romance, Italian, French, Ger-
man and so on, thus infusing them into European
culture.

It did not take long for the passions to mount
again. In a recurrent and perverse game of “My God
is holier than your God,” the Star of David, the
Crescent of Mohammed and the Cross of Jesus were
drowned in rivers of blood. The sweet nightingales
of Spanish Jewry were reduced to silence by massa-
cre and exile. Many of those who were forced into
conversion became subject to Limpieza de Sangre
statutes — purity of blood — and burned alive in
public Auto-De-Fe *‘celebrations.” Such scenes — a
distant mirror of our own century — remain vividly
engraved in the memory of a Holocaust survivor.

On July 31, 1492, Spain became officially Juden-
rein — clean of Jews, like Germany yesterday, clean
on their books, like Russia today. Dispersed across
the map of Europe and the world, they carried with
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THE JEWISH CONTRIBUTION TO

EUROPEAN CULTURE:

A SAGA OF BLOOD AND HOPE

Symposium on Jewish Sephardic and Euro-
pean Culture Toledo, Spain 9-10 April 1987

Mr. President:

For an Auschwitz survivor and a United States
citizen, it seems strangely surreal, five centuries after
Spain’s expulsion of the Jews and her simultaneous
discovery of America, to be here as the invited guest
of your Parliament and the Parliamentary Assembly
of the Council of Europe.

Powerful emotions invade the heart: memories
of the bitter estrangement between our two peoples,
hopes of lasting reconciliation. In its glorious and
violent past, Toledo, and some of your other daz-
zling cities — Cordoba, Granada and Seville in the
South, Barcelona, Burgos and Salamanca in the
North, have alternately harbored and tormented us.
Everything we experienced before the fateful date of
1492 — the agony and the ecstasy — has shaped our
fate as a nation, and the fate of Europe, as we
dispersed across the length and breadth of this
continent.

Here every stone speaks of our spiritual, ethical
and intellectual heritage, accumulated over thou-
sands of years. We are reminded of the giants Juda-
ism has brought upon the stage of history, from
Jesus, who told us that what counts is the heart, to
Spinoza who stressed the mind, Marx who stressed
the stomach, Freud who stressed the sex, to Einstein
who explained that everything is relative.

Today, the cranulated walls of Toledo murmur
to us with almost the same authority as the Wailing
Wall of Jerusalem: “You have lived beyond the
limits of normal human experience, O children of
Israel. Miraculously, you have survived through
time and space. May your message light a path of
survival for all men.”

sk sk sk

It is an immense honor to be asked to conclude
this first international symposium on the Jewish
contribution to European culture. My task is to

Editor’s Note:

The Bialystoker Stimme is proud to present to all our Bialystoker
landsleit and friends, the very scholarly lecture given by our celebrated
and devoted friend, Samuel Pisar. This talk embraces the highlights of
Jewish life in the Diaspora. We present it in its entirety, because of its
salient value. It is a perusal of Jewish history and values. It is worth
reading and rereading.

e By SAMUEL PISAR

(International Lawyer and Author)

distill from the brilliant presentations made here by
eminent historians, scientists and political figures,
insights into the Jewish, Christian and Moslem sym-
bosis on the Iberian peninsula, and to anticipate the
thrust of subsequent colloquia on the seminal influ-
ence of Jewish culture on the Germanic, Slavic and
Mediterranean worlds. If I have been entrusted with
this impossible task it is not so much because of my
expertise in such weighty matters, as the peculiar
odyssey of my own life. An odyssey of blood and
hope which, according to the organizers reflects, in
our barbaric century, something of the physical and
spiritual itinerary of an entire people.

My role is to bear witness to this itinerary, to
revive memories which are becoming blurred by
time and revisionist damagogues. We, the survi-
vors of the Holocaust, are disappearing one by one.
Soon, none of us will be left to testify, and history
will speak with the impersonal voice of scholars and
academicians.

As we continue to meditate on our common
culture and civilization my testimony may, perhaps,
add a meaningful dimension to these important pro-
ceedings. For to invite a safer and better world, the
memory of the barbarians and the vandals must be
confronted with the memory of the victims and the
creators — two irreconcilable memories that will
govern our future.

I cannot, therefore, speak to you only in the
muted tones of the modern man of affairs I have
become in my new incarnation — the product of
some of Europe and America’s finest universities,
who lives and works today in the glittering capitals
of the world. I must also draw on the register of the
“sub-human,” the declared Untermensch, who first
saw life in the Eastern part of this continent —
Poland — and was meant to give it up in its greatest
inferno —Auschwitz — the inferno where Eich-
mann’s grim reality eclipsed Dante’s imaginary
vision of hell.

Shortly after my escape from that inferno, as I
began my slow and difficult climb back to life, a
beautiful young woman of Latin extraction attemp-
ted to trace what she called my intertwined sephar-
dic and ashkenazic roots. her romantic elan took her
from Spain to Peru, Salonika, Venice, Amsterdam,
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GREAT SERVICE BY BIALYSTOKER
CENTER AND GRODNER FRIENDS

Dear Mr. Kremer,

[ am writing to you ¢c/o Mr. Izaak Rybal as this
was the only address I could get through Dr.
Modai’s office. Please excuse me if it’s not correct or
convenient.

Firstly, I should like to thank you personally and
through you also to the other members of the Bialys-
toker Center and friends from Grodno for the reha-
bilitation wing to our institute. As I expressed in the
few words at the ceremony on May lIst, this has
added a new dimension to the quality and extent of
the treatment we can offer our children and on their

group about the hadicapped children

behalf, as well as on behalf of the professionals
working at our institute, I say — many thanks. We
are particularly grateful for the check from your
institution in New York to cover the reception and
your personal check towards the cost of the air-
conditioners for the new wing. As I explained to you
on the site, we are obliged by hospital and Ministry
regulations to buy a locally made or assembled pro-
duct so that we also have service facilities here and it
should conform to the equipment in the rest of the
building and hospital.

We have tried to produce a video-record of your
group’s visit to the Sheba Medical Center and the
institute in particular and give you some idea of our
activities. Due to the technical problems, the video is
not as polished as we would have liked and due to
the pressure of time, we were unable to make an
additional copy for ourselves. We would therefore
be most grateful if you could have a copy made of
this video and send it on to us. Although the U.S.
system of recording is different to the European
PAL system used in Israel, our video is capable of
replaying both systems so this should not be the
problem.

Finally, as I mentioned in my closing remarks on

¢ Prof. BERNARD E. COHEN

Director

the film, we are hoping to complete the building on
the second floor which should give us another 350
sq. meters and room for 7-9 offices for doctors,
psychologists, social workers, etc. etc., in addition to
a large library and lecture room for approximately
60 people. We have funds for the shell and half the
interior and hope to start building within the next
four to six weeks.

Once again, many thanks for all your help and
we look forward to private visits from your members
whenever they are in Israel.
®

MY NATIVE LAND

e By MAX RATNER

This is a poem written with passion and love, yearning of the
return to Zion and Jerusalem. It was written in great innocence
by a Bar-Mitzvah boy, reared in a traditional home, who learned
“Chibat Zion™ athome, in school and in the Jewish street, until it
became an obsession. This dream eventually became a reality.
The 13 year old Max Ratner, came at an carly age to America,
made his way up the ladder of success in the industrial world.
Success did not dim his dream and vision of days of old. All his
energies and love, he has been devoting to Israel. He is recog-

nized as a luminary and inspiring leader in all Jewish causes with
Israel topping the list. We proudly wish him: **Yiyasher Kocha-
c¢ho”™ — “*Go from strength to strength.”

I know a country which I love Best

and that’s my own my native land.

The land where my fathers years ago lived

and spent their lives in freedom and great deed.

The land which was wasted for 2 thousand years
and came to life again in the last few years.

Since the great World War came to end and

the league gave to each nation her land

and as she came to the promised land she said
This is for the Jews who love their country so grand.

And now after our country is with much trouble won
There’s only one thing that has to be done

to make it a country of freedom and love

and the best republic there ever was

to wake up her children of their long dream

they shall sing with joy their national hymn.

They shall go back to their old home

that was destroyed and wasted by the King of Rome
They shall turn its wilderness to city and farm
and live there happy without any harm.

They shall make the Jordan like the German Rhine
and renew the old country of Palestine.



8 BIALYSTOKER STIMME

September, 1987

BIALYSTOKER CENTER & GRODNER FRIENDS
DEDICATE THE PEDIATRIC PHYSIOTHERAPY
AND OCCUPATIONAL THERAPY UNIT

The energetic efforts and devoted commitment
of our dear “Bialystoker” and “Grodner” friends
have borne rich fruit at Tel Hashomer in recent
years. Their latest accomplishment is the provision
of a highly specialized, vitally needed facility,
designed for the physical rehabilitation of “DIS-
ABLED CHILDREN ONLY.” At last, thanks to
them, it is possible to provide sick children and
children suffering from developmental disorders
with the most advanced treatment in an environ-
ment especially adapted to their particular needs.

The children who will benefit from the generos-
ity of the “*Bialystokers™ and ““Grodners’ are men-
tally and/or physically handicapped, and suffer
from a variety of developmental disabilities, severe
neurological, orthopedic, psychosomatic or other
problems. Until the new unit was completed, these
unfortunate children had to travel some 3 kilometers
to Tel Hashomers Rehabilitation Center for dis-
abled adults in order to receive their much needed
physiotherapy and occupational therapy. This was
disturbing and inconvenient for them. Now thanks
to our friends, physical rehabilitation will become
an integral part of the comprehensive multi discipli-
nary treatment regimen provided under one roof
with “child oriented” equipment and rooms.

Dr. Moshe Modai (SMC Deputy Director)
expressed Tel Hashomer’s delight at being able to
welcome the large delegation of Bialystoker and
Grodner Friends who came all the way from New
York to be present at the formal inauguration of the
Unit which was dedicated in honor of Mike and
Hanna Kremer, and Joseph and Sylvia Dines by the
Bialystoker Center and Home and Grodner friends.
(New York). The group included Mr. and Mrs. Kre-
mer, Mr. and Mrs. Dines, and Mr. and Mrs. [zaak
Rybal (Mr. Kremer refers to Mr. Rybal as “the
brains of this operation”). Everybody greatly regret-
ted the fact that the President of the Organization,
Mr. Sam Solasz and his wife and Mr. and Mrs. Leon
Trachtenberg (who recently donated Tel Hasho-
mer’s new Central Patio) were unable to join us on
this important occasion. After the cutting of the
ribbon by Molly and Izaak Rybal in the presence of
all their loyal friends and supporters, the plaque was
unveiled and Prof. Bernard Cohen, head of the
Weinberg Child Development Center, conducted a

e By DR. M. MODAI
Deputy Director

tour of the Unit so that the friends could see their
magnificent contribution for themselves.

The successful completion of the project and its
official dedication were then celebrated in good
cheer at a festive luncheon. Prof. Cohen recalled
how in 1963, the late Prof. Chaim Sheba had sug-
gested that he start a center for the evaluation and
treatment of retarded children. Gradually it came
into being and the services it could offer improved
and developed over the years. The new wing whose
establishment was marked would doubtless mean
that the intensity of the care given the children
would be greater and the proximity of the therapists
to the pediatric services would result to help the
families. Prof. Cohen hoped that in time, funds
being available, they would be able to extend the
therapeutic services to include art, music and drama
therapy as well.

The gathering was also addressed by Dr. Zeev
Dreznick, a senior surgeon who has worked at Tel
Hashomer for 17 years and his father in law, Dr.
Zitron, who spoke in the name of the Bialystokers in
Israel. Both Mr. Dines and Mr. Kremer expressed
their delight at the successful completion of the pro-
ject. Mr. Kremer remarked that “‘if Rybal and his
wife Molly hadn’t got into the act — we wouldn’t be
here today. Thank you Molly and Izaak.” Dr.
Modai expressed the deep appreciation of the
patients and staff of Tel Hashomer to the Bialys-
toker and Grodner friends who have proved their
loyalty to the welfare of Israel’s ailing and handi-
capped population again and again. Mrs. Dina Med-
vedev in a moving and spontaneous gesture, came to
the podium and presented their new friend Prof. B.
Cohen with a generous personal donation for equip-
ment for the children under his care. Her brother in
law, Mr. Izaak Rybal in the closing speech of the
ceremony, summed up the situation succinctly by
saying: “We’re a small organization with a big
heart.”

Thank you, dear friends, from all those at Tel
Hashomer whose lives you have enriched so much
by your generosity.
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BENN

¢ THOMAS OWEN
The Belgian Royal Academy of
French Language and Literature

Benn is unique, a kind of apostle for art’s sake.
His need of solitude and meditation has forced him
to sublimate his loneliness. A life of dignity and
spiritual ardor and a lack of interest in worldly
things cause him to make greater and greater
demands on himself. He lives little in the present; he
neither curries favor nor cares about fashion: His
only thought is for the future of his work. He will not
put his signature at the bottom of a canvas he
doesn’t deem worthy of posterity.

Benns’ aura continually grows. Each new work is
characterized by his love of balance, his serenity, his
knowledge, of delicate harmony, and, above all, by
the mystical spirituality that will remain forever
linked with his name and his work.

Without resorting to commercialism or to
armies of publicity flaks, Benn has seen his fame
grow in the world, and with it, both his fervor at
work and the rigorous demands he places on himself
have increased.

Benn is an artistic free spirit. He has not led a life
of dignity and integrity in order to ever bow — even
the least bit — to fashion or to the demands of the
marketplace.

His own fate is as nothing to him when compared
with the fate of his work. The importance of that
preoccupation can be judged from the grandeur of
his “Psalms,” a group of prophetic compositions
that he intends never to separate and that should be
found one day in the Museum of Human Brother-
hood under the sign of a good and merciful God.

My first meeting with Benn came about through
a book that Lo Duca wrote about him in 1947
(published by Skira). It was a revelation: the discov-
ery of a painter who was also a just man, who could
celebrate, at the same time, the dignity of man and
the purity of art. With this simple, sincere, and
far-seeing monograph, Lo Duca opened the door to
a never-failing friendship. The whole of Benn’s life
has been, for those who love and follow him, a long
series of happy surprises and of reasons to feel proud
of him. So much seriousness and joy, so much fervor
and elegance, so much sophistication and discretion
make Benn’s career exemplary.

From this moment hence, we should consider
Benn one of the greatest painters of our day. He has
introduced into figurative painting (in the noblest
sense of the term) a mysterious and yet discerning
presence and an elegance of soul that transfigure the

Palace with Ghéra and Benn

glories of the natural world — people, flowers, even
the humblest objects.

We should not, however, neglect a very special
part of his work: his stark and penetrating portraits
and his well-ordered compositions of multiple fig-
ures. They bring to mind ballets in which attitudes
and gestures follow the Golden Rectangle; they are
immobilized in eternal beauty.

The figures, some draped and some of great
purity of line, are astonishingly noble in their
extreme concentration. So concentrated on their
internal vision are they that one feels their grace to
be almost religious. In the midst of these strange
bailerinas can be found, in many guises, the
vibrantly crystalline image of the beloved Ghéra. All
the world knows his ‘“‘never-ending garland of
Ghéra,” to borrow a turn of phrase from Guy Dor-
nand. It’s the most beautiful love song imaginable;
in it the artist depicts three diverse aspects of his
companion — intimacy, spectacle, and dance.

Benn’s art is unlike any other — neither of the
past nor the present. It takes the spectacle of reality
and raises it to a higher power; it illuminates without
blinding. It imposes his vision without pride. It
enriches the spectator and raises him beyond
himself.

Benn is a witness to the secrets of the soul — a
prophet and a visionary. Thus he has managed to
become, without fanfare but with serenity and clar-
ity, one of the great artists of today.

OIS
NN

Become Members of the Bialystoker Center
and Home for The Aged
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FROM THE DESK OF OUR ADMINISTRATOR

WE ARE PROUD OF OUR AFFILIATION
AND GRANT OF THE UNITED WAY

The Bialystoker Home and infirmary for the
Aged is proud to be a recipient of a grant from
United Way of Greater New York. By financially
supporting the work we do here at the Home, this
charitable Institution helps us maintain quality care
for our elderly and infirm patients. For this generos-
ity, we are most grateful. Of equal importance, how-
ever, is the fact that United Way’s association with
the Home serves as recognition of our work.

As part of their program, the United Way tries
familiarizing contributors with the good work done
by its social service agencies. Employees from busi-
nesses throughout Manhattan travel to Bialystoker
Nursing Home to gain understanding of what we do
so that they, in turn, can educate other donors.

First, Izaak Rybal and Myra Bailin take the
visitors on a guided tour through the facility. At this
time, the group receives an explanation of the var-
ious services provided.

Often, the insight comes directly from patients
and staff themselves, as those touring stop to chat.

Afterwards, the guests sit down with Mr. Rybal
and Mrs. Bailin and, while munching coffee and
cake, have any remaining questions answered.

The tours prove to be most rewarding for all
concerned. We are proud of our Home and are
pleased to have an opportunity to share with and
educate others. On the other hand, our guests enjoy
the visit, often sending letters of recommendation
both to us and United Way.

As of last year, a new dimension has been added
to our association with United Way. Izaak Rybaland
Myra Bailin have been invited to speak at contribut-
ing agencies on behalf of the charitable organiza-
tions United Way represents.

The audience enjoys hearing Mr. Rybal tell of the
founding and history of the Bialystoker Nursing
Home and Infirmary. Through his rendition they
gain understanding of why our Home has always
been a “home with a heart” and why it will continue
to remain so. Mrs. Bailin speaks of the aging process
and tells the audience what to expect from a caring,
quality nursing home. Needless to say, both speak-
ers are well received by the groups and the duo is
now invited regularly to represent United Way.

NEW YORK STATE STANDARDS

In response to consumer advocacy groups and
general concern expressed nationwide regarding the
care given to nursing home patients, New York State
regulatory agencies are now devising standards to

e By MYRA BAILIN

evaluate quality of life in these institutions. Among
the areas in question are issues related to the deci-
sion making ability on the part of patients and resi-
dents. Certainly, those of us who give care to the
aged and infirm in such a setting have always had as
a focus, development of a climate in which patients
benefitted from what we did and we responded to
their needs and wants. If, however, with the new
emphasis in the industry, new standards may be
forthcoming to use as a measure, we look forward to
a new potential and guide for growth.

In the meantime, we will continually strive, as we
have in the past to listen to and be directed by those
we serve. With such a goal in mind, officers and
members of the Board of Governors, Department
Heads of Bialystoker Nursing Home and family
members joined together for supper on August 11th.
The purpose of the gathering was for those present
to review the individual components of care analyz-
ing weaknesses and strengths in order to improve
living conditions for the patients and residents of
Bialystoker Home.

After the warm, friendly greetings of Sam Solasz,
President, and Izaak Rybal, Executive Director,
Myra Bailin introduced the Department Heads who
gave a brief description of their responsibilities.
When each had defined his role for the audience, the
floor was opened to questions and comments. A
lively interchange followed.

It was the hope of all those in attendance that the
exchange of ideas will be of benefit to the home and
its patients and that such meetings be held periodi-
cally throughout the year.

%k %k E3

In closing, I'd like to tell you about trips into the
community our patients have enjoyed this summer.
For people with little or no opportunity to leave the
Home, a wheelchair ride around the block was
stimulating, bringing back memories of sights and
sounds long forgotten.

The most exciting excursions of all, however,
were done in collaboration with Hospital Audiences
of America. This group provides a bus which
accommodates not only wheelchairs, but beds as
well, enabling our patients to tour the city, attend
concerts in Central Park, and visit the South St.
Seaport.

On behalf of my husband, Howard, my sons,
David and Jeffrey, and myself, I wish everyone a
Happy, Healthy, And Prosperous New Year!
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The Eifel Tower — Sylvia and Joe Dines
in forefront

leave. After this visit, later in the day, some went to
visit the Louvre, the artist’s steps, the “Montmar-
tre,” a very artistic area where most of the artists do
their work.

We had one day of shopping. Their merchandise
is fantastic, and so are the prices. We bought some
and ignored some because none of us were ready to
pay $5,000.00 for a leather pants suit or 4 to 6
hundred dollars for a pair of shoes. We visited and
ate in some magnificent restaurants for outrageous
prices. We rested at intervals and walked and
looked, etc. Part of our group went to see the ““Fol-
lies” a fantastic show, but comparable to some of
ours.

On the last day, May 11th, we were invited to
visit Dr. Samuel and Judith Pisar. This was a visit to
remember. The house they live in is indescribably
different, with a winding staircase from the ground
to the two upper floors. The pictures, the hangings,
the furniture, and their hospitality were faultless.
We had champagne, cold drinks, little canapes, every-
thing was real high style. Samuel Pisar is a beautiful

conversationalist, and you just could not change the
subject into anything but Bialystok, Auschwitz, his
escape from camp, his excitement with his landsleit
and his happiness to find a camp-fellow, Harry Kos-
tre, among our group. Judith is a real A-1 hostess,
courteous, warm, charming. They make a most aris-
tocratic couple. The garden, with flowers, outside
their home is magnificent and their close-by neigh-
bors are world famous people. At the end of our
visit, he expressed his thanks to Mr. Rybal for his
own popularity, through the Bialystoker Stimme.

This visit was much too short because several
from the group went to the very famous ‘“Maxim’s”
for dinner. They had a grand time and this was our
last day in Paris. Early next morning, May 12, we left
for home in the good old U.S.A.

The group is very grateful to Izaak Rybal and
Joe Dines for their tireless guidance through the
entire tour.

A GIFT WAS PRESENTED
TO DR. MOSHE MODAI

e By MOLLY RYBAL

I was called up by my husband to make the gift
presentation to Dr. Modai. It was not a tough
assignment. Dr. Modai has tremendous personality
and easy to bestow compliments upon. l injected just
a bit of humor into my very short speech, and menti-
oned that among other accomplishments, Tel
Hashomer must also school their representatives
how to win the hearts of the public. Dr. Modai
certainly has the charm to win all of ours, the Bialys-
toker and Grodner, and because of Dr. Modai’s
personality and charm, Tel Hashomer is our biggest
beneficiary among the Israeli institutions. I handed
the gift to Dr. Modai, a cordless telephone, a gift
from our institution, and said to him that now he
will have to be in constant touch with us, in answer
to which, he gave me a kiss, and said “‘thanks a lot
for the gift, and now you will expect to hear from me
day and night.”” We received lots of applause from
the attending guests.

YIZKOR-MEMORIAL BOOK

You, your children and grandchildren must
possess the Bialystoker Memorial Book. Some
are still available. Price is $25. Please, contact
our office.
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Our Group with two directors from Har Giloh at
the Dining Room

project in 1985, a large and spacious hall for 250
soldiers in the name of the Bialystoker Center and
Grodner Friends. Upon our arrival we met about
200 male and female soldiers of the Israel air force
who made elaborate preparations for Yom Hoatz-
maut — Jewish Independence Day. After their
maneuver they approached us, and we informed
them of the purpose of our visit for which they
applauded us.

The leader of Har Giloh escorted us through the
base showing us the various installations; the class-
rooms and dormitories; and we were deeply
impressed. We joined a minyan in the Synagogue
established by ‘Club Bialystok and vicinity of
Miami.’

We were guests to lunch in the spacious dining
hall. We could not help but notice the huge plaque
with the visible inscription that this hall is the gift
from Bialystoker Center and ‘Club Grodner
Friends.” During lunch, groups of soldiers came in,
they approached us and warmly greeted us. This was
a most pleasant visit and we felt rewarded that we
had made such a worthwhile contribution.

On our return from Har Giloh we went directly
to the “Wall’ where we fervently prayed for peace in
Israel and for the World, lastly, we went to Kiryat
Bialystok. There too, we saw progress. New homes
were built. We thought of meeting some of the resi-
dents, but we realized they were at work. Drained
from a full day of touring we happily returned to the
Plaza hotel in Tel-Aviv, our quarters.

Merger Between Two Bialystoker
Organizations in Israel

During our visit in Israel we had the occasion of
meeting with two gatherings with representatives of:
:Irgun Former Bialystoker™ and of ““Kiryat Bialys-
tok,” for the purpose to amalgamate both, resulting
in organizing a committee of five representatives
from Israel and five representatives from New York.
It was agreed that the funds from New York and
from Israel be deposited with Bank Leumi in Israel.
The money for various needs be drawn over two
signatures; one from New York, the other from
Israel. The designated New York representative is
Shosha Shachan a native of Kiryat Bialystok. She
will be in close contact with the Bialystoker Center
in New York.

Our Visit to Paris

We spent in Israel 10 days, and our mission
successfully fulfilled, we set out for Paris. We were
picked up at the airport as per previous arrange-
ments and came to our hotel — Castille — to begin
our unpacking again.

The next day, 7th of May, we hired a small bus,
and nine of us were taken for a fairly thorough tour
of Paris. We spent a beautiful day, stopped in var-
ious places for closer scrutiny and back to the hotel
tired and happy.

The next day we visited the Versaille, the Eifel
Tower, and had a beautiful lunch in the Eifel Tower,
way off the ground. It made for a beautiful sight. We
were in an elevator which looked as if it was riding
on a slant, but we did get up there and back down
again with a real ritzy feeling.

We also visited the Jewish quarter in Paris, called
the ““Pletzel” (for Platz not roll). We covered quite a
bit of territory on foot. Funny thing, a few streets
which were well trotted by us, was the wholesale
leather goods section, but owned by orientals, not
Jews. We did, however, go to a nice Jewish restau-
rant called “Goldberg’s” Kosher Restaurant. This
particular restaurant and it’s close vicinity was
bombed by terrorists a while ago, but it is rebuilt and
we did eat there. We went for a boat ride after that,a
ride on the Seine, a 3 hour ride, with attentive ser-
vice, to view Paris from a boat, a lovely experience.

On another day we were received by our very
famous Bialystoker painter, Benn. This was a very
memorable experience. We travelled to and from his
place, on the Parisian Metro. We were treated roy-
ally by the Benns. They were very hospitable and
attentive to us. We had champagne, cookies, choco-
lates, and gifts consisting of albums with reprints of
Benn’s paintings, for everyone of us. Benn and Gera
were very happy with our visit but we did have to
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Words of Gratitude and a Presentation

Mike Kremer offered thanks to the Bialystoker
Center and Grodner Friends for the high honor
bestowed on him and his wife Hanna, for the inscrip-
tion of their names on the ‘Plaque.” He equally
thanked all the people who came to the dedication.
He warmly saluted Dr. Moshe Modai for all his
assistance. Lastly, he thanked Izaak and Molly
Rybal for their unusual devotion toward this great
project.

Joe Dines, too, rose to the occasion with thanks
to the Bialystoker Center and Grodner Friends for
the equal honor given him and his wife Sylvia. He
assured the assembled guests that this simcha event
will forever linger in their hearts.

Mrs. Molly Rybal offered her warm greetings.
She had the pleasant task of presenting Dr. Moshe
Modai with a gift; a wireless telephone, from the
Bialystoker Center and Grodner Friends. This was
but a small token of appreciation for the immeasura-
ble help and kindness extended by Dr. Modai. (The
talk by Molly Rybal and the response by Dr. Modai
we print in this issue.)

The impressive ceremonies were concluded by
Dr. Modai, presenting an elaborate picture of the
front entrance where the inscribed names of the
Kremers and Dineses appear. This picture will hang
in the beautiful auditorium of the Bialystoker
Center.

Our Visit to Kfar Tabor

Our ten days visit in Israel included tours to
many institutions and places of interest. In all our

The new Garden at the Day Care Center Molly
and Izaak Rybal with the kids

many visits we always find new places that have
sprung up. This time we devoted to the areas and
institutions we established.

Wednesday, April 29 we arrived in Kfar Tabor to
view two projects we founded, namely, the medical
center in the name of Rose and Sam Solasz, and the
children’s home in the name of Molly and Izaak
Rybal. In the medical center we installed air condi-
tioning, and to the children’s home another room
for 25 children was added. We were greatly pleased
with the two projects the Bialystoker Center set up in
Kfar Tabor. This affords working parents to leave
their children daily. The children are well fed, are
neatly dressed and they have lots of space to play
and roam.

We were well received by Micha Goldman,
mayor of Kfar Tabor. He held a very fine reception
for us. He led us on a tour to the Kibutzim and
showed us all new installations. We thanked him for
the hospitality and we made a presentation in the
name of the Bialystoker Center and Grodner
Friends.

A Visit to Har Giloh

Thursday, April 30, we arrived in Jerusalem
where we visited Har Giloh. There, too, we built a
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Moshe and Mrs. Einat, Shosha Shachan; Avraham
Liss; I. Mink; Dr.Tovya and Mrs. Citron; and
Miriam Shmulewitz, widow of the late Yitzchok
Shmulewitz, who helped edit the °‘Bialystoker
Stimme.” Hanna and Mike Kremer invited 20
Grodner landsleit. The editor of Yediot Acharonot
of Tel Aviv, also came.

The ceremonies were set to commence at | p.m.
however, the New York delegation arrived at 11 a.m.
among them some of the invited guests. Together,
we visited in the rooms of the children, as well as the
earlier projects.

We also visited the Trachtenberg Pavillion, itisa
beautiful sight and beutifully done. I am sure the
staff will enjoy their rest period tremendously.
Someone had a most unique idea and the results are
most satisfying.

Dr. Modai Conducts Two Ceremonies:

Dr. Moshe Modai, who in reality, was the
master-mind of the entire project, conducted the
opening ceremonies. The first was the unveiling of a
plaque at the entrance of the children’s section. Dr.
Modai asked Mike and Hanna Kremer, and Joe and
Sylvia Dines to unveil the plaque bearing their
names with the proper inscription. He warmly
addressed the honorees to the hearty applause by the
audience.

The second part of the ceremony consisted of
cutting the ribbon at the entrance to the building.
This honor Dr. Modai reserved for Molly and Izaak
Rybal. Following the ribbon cutting the guests were
invited into the Dinning hall where a tasteful lunch
was served, and a bar with all delicious drinks was
available. A holiday spirit prevailed.

Interesting Talks and Greetings

After lunch the official part of the program
opened, chaired by Dr. Moshe Modai. He welcomed
the guests from America and Israel. He then intro-
duced Professor B.E. Cohen, who very warmly des-
cribed the great accomplishment of the Bialystoker
and Grodner for Tel Hashomer. He underscored the
fact, that now children will receive the proper care
and avoid traveling daily to obtain it.

Z. Naor, on behalf of the Grodner in Israel
greeted the Bialystoker and Grodner Friends of New
York praising them for their magnanimous contri-
bution for the betterment of the children in Israel.
He greeted his Grodner friends Mike and Hanna
Kremer and praised their great service to the Bialys-
toker Center.

Dr. T. Citron brought greetings from Bialys-
toker in Israel, and he reminisced about the good old

days in Bialystok. He, too, praised the great contri-
butions of the Bialystoker and Grodner for the wel-
fare of the sick children. This reflects honor for
displaying so much compassion, concern and abid-
ing love.

Dr. Modai then introduced Dr. Z. Dreznick,a 17
year old veteran doctor of Tel Hashomer. In his
Hebrew speech Dr. Dreznick extolled the unusually
magnanimous contribution by the Bialystoker and
Grodner friends for the infirm children at Tel Ha-
shomer. The children and their parents will always
remember the kindness. Lastly, Dr. Dreznick, him-
self a Grodner thanked Hanna and Mike Kremer for
their generosity.

Warm greetings were expressed by Shosha Sha-
chan, a native of ‘Kiryat Bialystok,” an attorney by
profession, representing the Bialystoker Center in
Israel. She spoke in the name of all children of
Bialystok parenthood born in Israel. She spoke of
the great pride and honor reflecting on Bialystoker
in New York and Israel. This is a historic day for all
of us. The children will ever love you for it, and as
they grow older they will be more grateful.

The Speech by Izaak Rybal

Honorable Dr. Modai, I speak in the name of the
Bialystoker Center and Home for the aged in New
York. Today’s festivities represent our finest of
accomplishments that we have undertaken for Tel
Hashomer Hospital. The Bialystoker and Grodner
landsleit thank you most profusely for your yeo-
manly help to this great project. You stood by us
from beginning to end, so that these children now
become the most deserved beneficiaries of all our
efforts, yours and ours. I give you my personal
thanks for standing by me this entire year. It took
time, patience and energy.

Mr. Rybal had the opportunity of informing the
assembled guests of the accomplishments of the Bia-
lystoker Center and Home. “It is a modern institu-
tion, totally Jewish and kosher, serving 95 elderly
men and women. For their convenience we employ a
highly experienced staff, including all modern facili-
ties and equipment. As we have the enormous
responsibility to cover our budget, we are equally
mindful of our obligation to support Israel. Under-
taking projects, and, now, the fruition of our most
important project, the Children’s section at Tel
Hashomer, is our dream come true. We look upon
this as a labor of love. Our Bialystoker-Grodner
landsleit of New York, the United States and the
world over have a share in it.”

Finally, Mr. Rybal brought greetings from the
President of the Bialystoker Center Mr. Sam Solasz
and his wife Rose, who were unable to be personally
present at these festivities.
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THE COMPLETION OF OUR PROJECT
FOR HANDICAPPED CHILDREN

The past spring we of the Bialystoker Center
together with our Grodner Friends concluded a
most significant project in Israel which we had
undertaken two years ago, namely, a pavilion for
retarded — disadvantaged children, at Tel Hasho-
mer Hospital.

Our delegation, in honor of the great achieve-
ment, flew to Israel, to participate in the ceremonies
with pride and great joy. This was no ordinary occa-
sion. Children in dire need of medical and psycho-
logical help will now have their own comfortable
quarters for as long as it takes to bring them back to
society and worth while living in Israel. It was most
rewarding listening to the words of praise by Dr.
Moshe Modai, the administrator of this unusual
project, at Tel Hashomer, who has devoted his time,
energy and love over a year from initiation to
completion.

The delegation arriving from New York
included: Eva and Harry Kostre, Diana Medvedev,
Lisa and Henry Zalutzky, Molly and Izaak Rybal,
Sylvia and Joe Dines, Sam Chuden, Hanna and
Mike Kremer, Selma and Norman Robins, Regina
and Sidney Sisun and Charles and Ray Feigenblatt.

A Children’s Section for Physical Therapy

In connection with this project, a select group of
our Center, went to Israel in the Autumn of 1985, for
the prime purpose to break ground and set the cor-
nerstone for the above mentioned children’s section.
It was a moving and most stimulating experience for
all of us, and-a yearning for its fruition in the nearest
future. The officials of Tel Hashomer, including
high ranking personalities of Israel, praised this
most wonderful and useful project undertaken by
the Bialystoker Center.

The building of a ‘Children’s Division’ for physi-
cal therapy is of prime need for the hospital which
will be incorporated into the “Weinberg Children’s
Development Center.” Without such a section it

e By IZAAK RYBAL
Executive Director of Bialystoker
Center and Home

becomes an impossibility to aid children who
require physical and mental attention. Until now,
these children had to be taken to the hospital’s ‘Neu-
rological Rehabilitation Center’ to obtain this ther-
apy. The vision and devotion of the Bialystoker
Center and Grodner Friends, now provides the facil-
ities for these children to obtain the therapeutic help
in their own quarters.

By both vision and devotion by the Bialystoker
Center and Grodner Friends has physical therapy
become an integral means of healing in the child-
ren’s section. This new and rapidly stimulating pro-
gram, long in planning, including diagnosis and
cure, has become a reality. Occupational and Physi-
otherapists will devote their expertise to both child-
ren and parents, so that the stages for curing may
later continue at home upon leaving the hospital.
The “*Children’s Rehabilitation Center” welcomes
children from other hospitals for this specialized
service. This service includes the wounded in acci-
dents, and the like.

The Ceremonious Dedication of the Project

The formal opening of the new building of the
children’s section was set for Friday, May 1, 1987.
This worthy project, the ‘brain-child’ of the Bialys-
toker Center and Grodner Friends carries the name
of and dedicated to Hanna and Mike Kremer, and
Sylvia and Joseph Dines, in tribute to them for their
selfless and devoted service to our organization over
a span of years. Both are vice presidents of the
Bialystoker Center and Home.

Many dignitaries, at least 50, came to grace the
joyous dedication. Bialystoker landsleit who live in
Israel came; among them were: Zalman Yerushalmi;
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ATTENTION
LANDSLEIT

FRIENDS
The Historic
BIALYSTOKER
YIZKOR BOOK
Is NOW AVAILABLE
At A REDUCED PRICE

Bialystoker Landsleit and friends
everywhere may now acquire the val-
uable and informative Bialystoker
"Yizkor Book’ at a reduced price. The
book was well received by our land-
sleit and the general public. It is an
impressive addition to the Holocaust
Literature. Bialystok, as you know,
was one of the great centers of Jewish
life. This book embraces all of Jewish
life and letters of Bialystok.

This priceless Yizkor Book, com-
prising of 700 pages, was edited by the
expert in Jewish literature, I.
Shmulewitz, both in Yiddish and En-
glish. Every article addresses itself to
the values and mores, the way of life,
in Bialystok. It is a diary of every Jew
who comes from that famous city. The
Holocaust occupies a major portion of
the book.

To enable everyone to acquire this
‘Book’ we are reducing the price of the
remaining copies to $25.

Please, send check or money order
of $25 to:

Bialystoker Center
228 East Broadway
New York, N.Y. 10002
Tel. (212) 475-7755
Att: Mr. Izaak Rybal
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