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ATTENTION BIALYSTOKER LANDSLEIT
AND FRIENDS

We are happy to inform our Bialystoker landsleit
and friends that the great, monumental Bialystoker
Memorial Book, which the Bialystoker Center in New
York published a short time ago, had, and continues to
have, a great success.

In the short time since the appearance of the
Memorial Book, the publication has been distributed in
large numbers. We wish to state, with great
satisfaction, that a large number of our landsleit and
friends have purchased copies of the Memorial Book,
not only for themselves, but also for their married
children and grandchildren. May we add that it makes a
fine gift on happy occasions, and, in general, a
beautiful gift among landsleit and friends.

The new, important Memorial Book, which
appears in grand encyclopedia format, comprises 700
pages, in English and Yiddish, and is accompanied by
many important photos. This edition includes an
account of the Jews and Jewish life in Bialystok, from
the days of the establishment of the settlement
hundreds of years ago, until the terrible destruction
under Hitler.

This publication also includes a description of the
life and activities of the Bialystoker Jews in various
parts of the world.

Only a small number of copies of the new, great
Bialystoker Memorial Book remain. It is therefore
important for all our landsleit to obtain a copy of this
magnificent publication. The minimum cost of a
Memorial Book is $30.00. plus $4.00 for postage and
handling.

So do hurry and reserve a copy of this
monumental publication, for there are only a few
copies left. Do not delay any further!

Fill out the coupon below, and send it to the
Bialystoker Center, together with your check and
money order, at this address.

BIALYSTOKER CENTER Book-Committee
228 East Broadway, New York, N. Y. 10002

Gentlemen:

Please send me a copy of the Bialystoker
Memorial Book.

Enclosed is my check for $§

Name

Address:

City:
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The Bialystoker and Grodner group having lunch in the dining hall of the
“Agudah le’'man ha’chayal be’yisroel” on Mt. Gilo.
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Izaak Rybal reports at the meeting of
the landsleit, at the reception.
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Dr. Moshe Modai greets the
Bialystoker and Grodner guests
from New York.
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Part of the Bialystoker group in their visit to the hospital at Tel
Ha’Shomer. The sixth person from the right, with folded arms, is Dr.
Sachar - Suchovolski.
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The old magnificent synagogue in Rome
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A group of former partisans of the Bialystoker ghetto. From right to left:
Dr. Shimon Datner, Maria ‘“Masha’’ Ruzitzka, Marek Buch, Regina Voy-
skovska - Schindler, and Shimon Konarski
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The new incubator in the Tel Ha’'Shomer Hospital that was donated by
the Bialystoker Center and Club Grodner Friends
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Joseph and Sylvia Dines, with their beautiful grandchildren, whom they
brought to light the candles at our Chanukah Party. Left to right: Zina,
lan, Matthew and Kimberly.
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PHONE: (212) 475-5760

LEVITT PHARMACY

407 GRAND STREET PHARMACY, INC.

E Surgical Supplies

407 Grand Street

Alan Wang R. Ph. New York, N.Y. 10002
516-623-8118 516-623-9064

24 Hr. Emergency Service 65 Albany Avenue
Cat Specialists Freeport, N.Y. 11520

DIESEL SYSTEMS

Complete Engine-Generator
Systems Sales-Service

Dahl Fuel Filters-
Water Separators

RICHARD DEXTER RONALD JOHNSON

FIRE EXTINGUISHER SERVICE INC.

A Div. of Fresco Extinguisher Inc.

75 MURRAY STREET
NEW YORK, N.Y. 10007
TELEPHONE: 227-2189

Greeting from

A FRIEND

GARLICK FUNERAL
HOMES, INC.

1700 Coney Island Avenue
Brooklyn, N.Y.

To all who reach out for the time-honored,

respected heritage and gentle understanding
of the Garlick Family of Funeral Directors in
time of need, one telephone number... only
one, brings them to your side.

OFFICES THROUGHOUT THE
METROPOLITAN AREA:

BRONX: 1439 Unionport Road
at Parkchester
(212) 892-9400

WESTCHESTER: 1091 Yonkers Avenue
(914) 237-3300

MONTICELLO: 188 Broadway
(914) 794-7474

QUEENS: 38-08 Ditmars
Boulevard
(212) 274-1050

OTHER LOCATIONS IN
GREATER MIAMI, S. FLORIDA:

Date County (305) 947-2229
Broward County (304) 925-2209
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Telephone: (212) 882-4622

J. F. WHEEL CHAIRS AND HOSPITAL
BED REPAIRS

116 East 216th Street
Bronx, N.Y. 10469

RENTAL e SALES
Folding wheel chairs and invalid walkers
Full line of Sick Room and Surgical Supplies
REPAIR SERVICE
We sell reconditioned wheel chairs and beds

REASONABLE RATES

Creetings from

A FRIEND

MOSHE PEKING

40 West 37th Street
New York, N.Y. 10018
(212) 594-6500

KOBRICKS COFFEE CO.,
INC.

693 Henderson Street
Jersey City, N.J. 07302

SCHWARTZ BROTHERS
Memorial Chapel, Inc.

FOREST PARK CHAPEL, INC.
114-03 Queens Blvd. (at 76th Rd.)
Forest Hills, N.Y.
BO 3-7600

Services available in Miami and Palm Beach
(305) 949-1656

H. SCHRIER & CO. INC.

Food Service Distributors
363 Bond Street
Brooklyn, New York 11231
875-3385




April, 1984 BIALYSTOKER STIMME 45

S. BERTRAM INC.

Distributors of

“FRESH FARM EGGS”
DAIRY AND INSTITUTIONAL PRODUCTS

329 Greenwich Street
New York, N.Y. 10013
925-6500

Compliments of

O. K. SANITARY PRODUCTS

933 STANLEY AVENUE
Brookyn, New York 11208

272-7600
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Greetings From

KAUFMAN GIFTS

365 Grand Street
New York, N.Y. 10002

irschenbaum

BFOS., IﬂC Westminster Chapels.

212/859-2020
516/485-4515

In Florida, a principal of

Y T Broward — 305/742-6000
Dade — 305/861-7301
C ke Palm Beach — 305/833-0887

Executive Offices: 1153 Coney Island Avenue & Avenue H
Brooklyn, NY 11230

Services available in all communities.

MAYFLOWER SURGICAL SUPPLY CO.,

INC.

2515 86th Street
Brooklyn, N.Y. 11214

ORTHOPEDIC APPLIANCES
CERTIFIED MALE AND FEMALE FITTERS

372-2602

STATIONERY SUPPLIES

TEL. 212-271-5800

Senator Supply Co.
45-13 — 108TH STREET
CORONA, N.Y. 11368

JACK LAZEAR
SALES MANAGER

ROBERT JACOBSON PHARMACY LTD.

N ’:‘Q/D

231 Ashburton Avenue

Yonkers, New York 10701
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Medical Transportation Ambulance Corp.

732-2330

Rl = S 24 Hr. Service

212 EAST TENTH ST.

CERTIFIED NEW YORK, N. Y. 10003

ABETTA AMBULETTE SERVICE, INC.

673-1275

212 EAST TENTH ST.
NEW YORK, N. Y. 10003

GRAMERCY
CHAPELS, Inc.

Established 1907

ABRAHAM BLAU

Gramercy Chapels, Inc.

PARKWAY-SCHWARTZ

Gramercy Chapels, Inc.

ZION MEMORIAL

Gramercy Chapels, Inc.

SERVICES CONDUCTED THROUGHOUT THE
METROPOLITAN AREA INCLUDING BERGEN,
NASSAU, ROCKLAND, AND WESTCHESTER
COUNTIES.

477 - 6334
226-1617

LOCAL NUMBERS IN FLORIDA

MIAMI — MIAMI BEACH 868-1029
FT. LAUDERDALE AREA 463-8844
EXECUTIVE OFFICES

152 SECOND AVENUE

NEW YORK, N.Y. 10003
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OR7-5588

baitg HKestaurant and _‘Baﬂzzy

CATERING FACILITIES
FOR ALL OCCASIONS

138 DELANCEY STREET
NEW YORK, N. Y. 10002

Compliments of

Gnesin Safety Group Service Inc.

93 Worth Street
New York, N.Y. 10013
Tel. 925-9200

; 5 i ; I
Workers’ Compensation Specialists for the Nursing

Home Industry

FJ

DR. MORRIS J. LIPTON
Optometrist

129 East Broadway
New York, N.Y. 10002
COrtlandt 7-1787 - 1788

726-2870

SEAVIEW AIR CONDITIONING CO., INC.

CAPITAL SUPPLY COMPANY

111 Eighth Avenue
New York, N.Y. 10011

Sales and Senvice

76-08 21sT AVENUE

RALPH DE RISO EAST ELMHURST, N.Y. 11370

NS®LIDATED
XYGEN
& EQUIPMENT CO. INC.

114 41st Street
Brooklyn, N.Y. 11232

OXYGEN FOR THE HOME

BURTON A. MORRISON (212) 788-4000

629-2735 444-6475

F. NORTMAN CORP.

Institutional Groceries - Condiments
Caterers' Supplies Our Specialty
Restaurants - Hotels - Institutions Supplied

894 E. 52 Street
Brooklyn, N.Y. 11203

Harvey Nortman Bella Nortman

I

GEORGE CAU
Medical Labor Relations Services
.

P.O. Box 65
Chappaqua, N.Y. 10514
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Morris Steinberg

Registered Representative

MONY

The Mutual Life Insurance Company of New York
350 Jericho Turnpike, Jericho, New York 11753
(212) 895-0297 - (516) 935-3521

Howard J. Busloff, CLU
Registered Representative

MONY

The Mutual Life Insurance Company of New York
350 Jericho Turnpike, Jericho, New York 11753
Bus.: (516) 935-3521 - (212) 895-0297 - Res.: (516) 822-3088

Compliments of

MADISON OIL CO.
2125 Mill Avenue

Brooklyn, N.Y. 11234

Oil Suppliers for Bialystoker Home

““GROWING BIGGER BY SERVING BETTER”’

WA7-5010

71-43 Austin Street
Forest Hills
261-4864

LO8-5360

BLOCH & FALK, INC.
Kosher Meats & Provisions
4100 Broadway
New York, N.Y. 10032
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Compliments of

GARY LASS
EDWARD BOKER, Inc.

Terminal Mkt. at Hunts Point
Bronx, N.Y.
960-4100

COMPLIMENTS

OF

LOEB & TROPER SWEET ‘N LOW

Certified Public Accountants

270 Madison Avenue
New York, N.Y. 10016 Brooklyn, N.Y. 11205

212-889-7880

The Finest in Bronze Tablets

W. & E. BAUM BRONZE TABLET CORP.

/2

524 WEST 43rd STREET
New York, N.Y. 10036
Telephone: BRyant 9-5341
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224-2300

Kenneth Goldfine

BAYSIDE KOSHER FOODS
47-36 Bell Blvd.

Bayside, N.Y. 11361

STRICTLY w2 w1 KOSHER

MEAT o POULTRY  PROVISIONS

Suppliers to Camps, Hotels and Restaurants

Est. 1932

B. J. & S. BAKERY

155 DIVISION AVENUE
Brooklyn, New York
Telephone: ST 2-0180

CLOSED ON SATURDAYS

FALLS KOSHER POULTRY CORP.
SUBSIDIARY OF

PHONE: 779-3600

Phone: 821-7732

YING LEE LAUNDRY CO.

1069 Flushing Avenue

Brooklyn N.Y. 11237

We are very proud to serve the
BIALYSTOKER CENTER and HOME
and we are available to serve your institutional
needs and hotel laundering care in the
Manhattan, Brooklyn, Queens,
and Long Island area...




38 BIALYSTOKER STIMME April, 1984

CANADA DRY BOTTLING COMPANY
OF NEW YORK

*

112-02 15th Avenue

College Point, N.Y. 11356

(212) 358-2000

Travel = Package Tours = Hotel Reservations

Israel, Europe, South America, & World Wide,
Also the United States, Mexico & Caribbean

Organizers of 5th Bialystoker Tour to Israel in 1983
Moving to Israel — Contact Mrs. Rosenthal for:

Appliances, Crating, Shipping & Insurance at the
most reasonable rates.

For all your needs contact one of the oldest &
most reliable travel agencies:

MAX ROSENTHAL
TRAVEL BUREAU, INC.

853 Broadway (near 14th Street)
New York, N.Y. 10003 (Room 410)

Closed Saturdays & Holidays; Open Sundays

HARDWARE MART

244-6 W. 14th Street
New York, N.Y. 10011
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Greetings from

5th AVE. FISH MARKET, INC.
157 — 5th Avenue
Brooklyn, N.Y. 11217

NE8-1917 NE8-1937

Phone 383-5161

J. A. ROTH

PROFESSIONAL PAINTING — DECORATING
PLASTERING — PAPER HANGING

78 Sutton Street Brooklyn, N.Y. 11222

At this place since 1914 GR 7-4908

BLEVITZKY BROS., Inc.
MONUMENTS

210-212 FORSYTH STREET
(near Houston Street)

New York, N.Y. 10002

ARTHUR BLEVIT

Members of Bialystoker Home for the Aged

Compliments of . . .

POMERANTZ PAPER CORP.

/2

350-37th Street
Brooklyn, N.Y. 11232
499-2722

PARK SURGICAL COMPANY, Inc.
The Medical Department Store

5001 NEW UTRECHT AVE.
(corner 50th Street)

Brooklyn, New York 11219

GEdney 6-9200
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UNIVERSAL RISK ASSOCIATES

116 JOHN STREET

NEW YORK, N.Y.10038

(212) 227-9100

Brokers and Consultants of All Forms of Insurance
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MAURICE ABRAHAM

Maurice Abraham, husband of Municipal Court Judge
Lorraine Abelson Abraham, died on Monday, November 7,
1983, following a long illness. He was 54 years of age, and
lived in Teaneck, N.J.

Mr. Abraham was a partner of the accounting firm
Arthur Young and Company of Newark, N.J., also the Trea-
surer, and a member of the Executive Board of Accountants
for the Public Interest in New Jersey. He was the recipient of
its 1983 President’s Award for distinguished public service
accounting. He was a member of the New Jersey Society of
Certified Public Accountants, and the American Institute of
Certified Public Accountants.

He was formerly on the Board of Trustees and Treasurer
of the Richard Allen Cultural Center at Lincoln Center, and

Maurice B. Abraham BYIYI3”N .3 DMIND

was a member of Teaneck Artists Perform. Mr. Abraham
was a Democratic Committeeman in the city of Teaneck.

Surviving, in addition to his wife Lorraine, are two
sons, Lawrence and Stephen, both of Teaneck, and two
sisters, Roslyn Ben of Rutherford, and Esther Shreiber of
New York City, with their families.

On the widow’s side, there are: his mother-in-law,
Sonia Abelson, brother-in-law and sister-in-law Drs. Her-
man and Jane Abelson, aunts and uncles Mr. and Mrs. Oscar
Bramson, Diana Medvedev, and Mr. and Mrs. Izaak Rybal.

Mr. Abraham was a warm friend and a loyal supporter
of the Bialystoker Center and Home for the Aged. A memo-
rial plaque will be installed in the synagogue of the Bialys-
toker Center and Home, in his memory.

In behalf of the officers and members of the Bialystoker
Center and Home for the Aged, we wish to offer our heartfelt
sympathy to Lorraine and the entire Abraham - Abelson
families on their untimely loss. May the Almighty send them
His healing balm, to strengthen and sustain them all. And
may they be blessed only with joyous events in the years
ahead.

HAROLD MANN

Harold Mann passed away on August 1, 1983, at age
61, following a brief illness. He is survived by his wife
Carolyn and two children, Karen and Russel. He also left
two sisters: Ray(wife of Sam Schleien) and Mollie (wife of
Philip T. Laufer) who reside in Canada.

His sisters and brothers-in-law have always been loyal
supporters of the Bialystoker Center and Home for the Aged.
They were very devoted to their parents and came from
Canada very often to visit them. Together with Harold, they
honored the memory of their parents, the late Sara and
Hyman Mann, who were among the founders of our great
institution, by dedicating a large plaque in their memory on
the wall of the lobby in the main entrance of our building.

The late Hyman Mann, Harold’s father, served as
treasurer of the Bialystoker Center and Home for the Aged,
for many years, and was highly devoted to his respon-
sibilities. He also served as Secretary of our Board of Direc-
tors, and was an officer of the Bricklayer’s Association for
many years. Harold was born in the city of Bialystok, and
grew up in an atmosphere of great devotion and loyalty to our
institution. His passing represents a personal loss to us all.

In behalf of the officers and members of the Bialys-
toker Center and Home for the Aged, we wish to express
our heartfelt sympathy to the entire family, and pray that
they shall know only happiness in the years ahead.

GEORGE MANN

George Mann, a pharmacist born in Brooklyn, N.Y. ,
passed away on August 29, 1983, at the age of 83.

Mr. Mann is survived by his sister, Mrs. Pearl
Bernstein, and the following nephews and nieces: Jerry,
and Hynda Mink of Israel, Arthur and Selma Lubkin,
Norman and Sandra Gering, Sheldon and Sue Gering, Jack
and Nicole Kirman, Stephen M. and Barbara Bernstein,
Edward and Ruth Nagler, and Robert and Elaine Solomon.
He was adored by all of his nieces and nephews for his
kindness and gentlemanly nature.

George Mann lost his wife Dorothy, nee Gering, on
October 1, 1982. On her passing, he and the family de-
cided to dedicate the Podiatric Room in the Bialystoker
Center and Home in her memory.

We at the Bialystoker Center, are now reciting the
Kaddish in George Mann’s memory, and a fitting memo-
rial plaque will be installed in our synagogue next to the
memorial plate of his wife Dorothy.

The Mann-Gering-Mink Families have always been
very generous supporters of our Center and Home. There
are a number of memorial plates on our walls that testify to
their generosity.

In behalf of the officers and members of the Bialys-
toker Center and Home for the Aged, we wish to offer our
sincerest sympathy and condolences to the families in-
volved, and pray that they shall enjoy only simchas in the
future.
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RAYA ZAK

On Monday August 24, 1983, Raya Zak, the beloved
Bialystoker landsfrau, died following a long illness.

Raya Zak stemmed from one of the most aristocratic
families in the Bialystok of old — the Rakowsky family.
She received a fine education from her parents. Her father,
Shmuel Rakowsky, was a Hebrew teacher.

After completing her studies, Raya was engaged to
work for the well known Prushansky Printing’ Co. in
Bialystok. In addition to being a proofreader, she also
served as a translator from Polish to Yiddish.

When the war broke out, Raya, together with her
husband, the well known Jewish actor Sheftel Zak, left
Bialystok. They were stranded in far off Soviet Asia, to-
gether with other evacuated Jewish actors, where they
performed in the Yiddish theater. After the war, when
Sheftel and Raya returned to Poland, Sheftel played in
the Yiddish theater in Dolny-Slansk, and later they spent
some time in Paris.

Right after the couple came to America, in 1953,
Raya Zak became active in the Bialystoker Center and
Home for the Aged in New York. She also served as sec-
retary of the ‘‘Club of Bialystoker Friends.” In recent
years, until her death, Raya Zak was an important member
of the Board of Governors and a trustee of the Bialystoker
Center and Home for the Aged. She was always active and
devoted to the institution, and was loved by everyone.

In the course of thirty years, Raya Zak was engaged
in several important positions in the American Jewish
Congress. For some time she served as secretary to the
writer Jacob Glatstein. Shortly before her death Mrs. Zak
was cited by the American Jewish Congress for her valu-
able contributions. Her husband, Sheftel Zak, the famous
actor and director, died in 1981.

At the funeral service of Raya Zak, which was held
on Thursday August 25, at the West Side Chapel, 200
West 91st St. in Manhattan, a large number of Bialystoker
landsleit participated, as well as Jewish actors, writers,
culturalists, co-workers in the American Jewish Congress,
and others. The service was conducted by Rabbi Charles J.
Shoulson, Chaplain of the Bialystoker Center and Home
for the Aged. Eulogies were delivered by Michael
Michalovitz, Mina Bern, and David Rogoff, of the Jewish
Actors Union. Also Henry Ziegman and Richard Cohen, of
the American Jewish Congress.

The unforgettable Raya Zak is survived by her brother
and sister-in-law, Seymour and Pearl Rakowsky, and
brother-in-law and sister-in-law, Motke and Dora Zak, and
their families, in Israel.

At a meeting of the Board of Governors of the
Bialystoker Center and Home for the Aged, held during

the Shloshim period following the death of Raya Zak, a
fitting acknowledgement of the worthiness of the deceased
was given. The great loss to Raya’s brother Seymour
Rakowsky and his family was noted, as well as to our in-
stitution.

The officers and members of the Bialystoker Center
and Home express their deepest sympathy to the Rakowsky
family. May the good Lord comfort and sustain them,
among all the mourners of Zion and Jerusal-m. We shall
never forget the beloved Raya Zak. Honor to her memory!

ALEXANDER BECKER

Alexander Becker (in Bialystok, Bekrycki), died on
April 1, 1983, after a long illness. He was 76 years of age.
He is survived by his widow, Mira, (nee Kwasowicer).
After the war he went to Europe to seek his family, and
stopped in Paris. There he was introduced to Mira, and
they were married in 1947.

His father and mother, Aaron and Gitel Bekrycki,
were well known and respected in the city of Bialystok. He

Alexander Becker  9pY3 IWTINDPYIN

was prominent in the textile industry.

Alexander Becker left a daughter Elena, who gave
birth to twin boys right before his death. He was still able
to attend the Bris in a wheel chair.

He also had three brothers: Fima, Lova, and Mitia.
Fima and Mitia died during the war, and Lova succumbed
to cancer a few years ago in Grodno.

In behalf of the officers and members of the Bialys-
toker Center and Home for the Aged, we extend sincere
condolences and heartfelt sympathy to the entire Becker
family, and hope that they will be blessed only with happi-
ness and joy in the years ahead.
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CHANE BASHE KRIM

(The following lines are written by Sol Krim, one of the sons of
the late Chane Bashe Krim, of blessed memory, in behalf of the entire
family. Mr. Krim is a long standing active member of the Bialystoker
Center and Home for the Aged. He is the Chairman of our Board of
Directors. Editor)

Our mother, Chane Bashe Krim, daughter of Chaim
Moshe Yaakov, died at the age of 96, on December 24,
1983, 18 days in the month of Teves. Our beloved mother
was sacred to all of us.

My dear mother, who was good, beautiful, devoted
and wise, was missed by me most during the five years
when I was in America without her. This was a long time
ago, before mother came here together with my sister
Sonia in 1936. Until that year, mother simply refused to
come to America because my brother Simon was with her
in Bialystok, and his health was not too good.

My brother died in December 1935, when he was
only 17 yeears of age. He succumbed to an illness that he
had*inside of him since the year 1920, when the Bol-
sheviks entered Bialystok. Shortly after my brother’s death
in May 1936, my mother, together with my sister, came
here to us, where we had already been for some time.
Mother’s arrival was for us a fortunate day.

Upon her arrival, mother immediately did all that she
could to unite everyone in the family, for until then we had
all been somewhat alienated from one another. My father
had already been in America for 13 years. My brother Leo,
at that time, had been six years without a father, and seven
years without a mother. I, Sol, has been eight years with-
out a father, and five years without a mother. My sister Lil
was twelve years without a father, and one year without a
mother.

Suddenly my mother arrived from distant Bialystok,
together with my youngest sister Sonia, who did not even
know my father. She was only one year old when my
father left Bialystok to come to America. On arriving here,
mother gathered us together, and surrounded us with love
and devotion. Mother immediately wove us together into
one devoted family.

Throughout the years my mother watched over us all,
the children as well as grandchildren and other family
members, with great loyalty. her concern for the interwo-
ven family was always accompanied with great love. She
always derived great joy from being with us, and we were
happy with her. It was always most pleasant for us to sit
and chat with my mother, who always exhibited great wis-
dom in bringing out her thoughts. This was true always,
even in her deep old age.

In the early years, when mother came to America and
she was full of vigor and atrength, she was also very active
in the Bialystoker Center and Home for the Aged. She was
particularly active in helping to organize and conduct our
annual Bazaars, holidays for our elderly residents, at the
meetings and activities of the Ladies Auxiliary, etc.

All of us, the children and granchildren, used to coor-
dinate our time in order to be able to spend time equally

with mother. Each one of us wanted to spend at least one
day with mother, which was considered by us a great ex-
perience. Mother also had great pleasure from visiting with
each of us. She always had somthing to say to each of us
— a wise word, a piece of advice, an indication of some

sort, to which we paid close attention.
My mother was in my heart — a great song of praise!
Honor to her memory!

ROSE DINES

As we were going to press, we were all saddened by the
sudden passing of Rose Dines, at the age of 83. The funeral
service was held at the Schwartz Funeral Home in Forest
Hills, on Wednesday February 22, 1984, with Rabbi Simc-
kes and Rabbi Shoulson officiating. A sizeable delegation
from the Bialystoker Center and Home for the Aged was
present. Dines was the mother of Joseph and Sylvia Dines,
loyal and devoted members of our Board of Governors. She
is also survived by a daughter Ida, and her husband Morris
Hoffman. She left a brother Sol, and his wife Irene, a sister
Helen, and a sister-in-law Lillian. Her grandchildren are: Jay
and Robin, whose husband is Michael, Neal and Arthur. Her
great grandchildren are: Zina, Kimberly, Matthew, and Ian.

In behalf of the officers and members of the Bialystoker
Center and Home for the Aged, we extend our hearfelt
sympathy and sincere condolences to the entire Dines Fam-
ily, and pray that the Almighty may comfort and protect them
in the years ahead. May they know only happiness and joy.
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MAGNIFICENT BIALYSTOKER

CONCERT BENEFIT AT NEW YORK

LINCOLN CENTER g
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The annual Bialystoker Concert-Benefit which was
held on Sunday, September 25, 1983 at the aristocratic
Avery Fisher Hall at the Lincoln Center, was conducted
with extraordinary success. It was a great joy to behold
about 3,000 Bialystoker landsleit and friends, from New
York and surrounding communities, so impressed by the
splendid program. This was truly an unforgettable Jewish
cultural folk holiday. This important annual undertaking of
our Center left an indelible impression upon everyone.
The grand, special program, in which a number of
prominent artists participated, was a musical review in
Yiddish, Hebrew, English. The program bore the title “The
Stars of Israel, and the following artists participated: The
famous Israeli musical entertainer and star of the Broad-
way show ‘Barnum‘, Mike Burstyn; the well known Israeli
and international singer Hannah Aroni; the popular Jewish
singer from Russia, Aida Weiss; the international har-
monica virtuoso Alan Black, and the orchestra of Sal
Sicari, which offered several selections and accompanied
the entertainers.
The large audience, which greeted the artists en-

thusiastically, and responded with warm applause, left the
affair in happiness. .




32 BIALYSTOKER STIMME

April, 1984

HENRY PYTLUK

Henry Pytluk, who stemmed from Bialystok, sud-
denly passed away on January 23, 1984, at the age of 71.

He is survived by his wife Ruth, two sons, Jack and
Martin, and a daughter Susan. He also left several grand-
children.

Mr. Pytluk, who survived the Holocaust, was once a
director of our institution, and was a loyal and devoted
supporter of the Bialystoker Center and Home for the
Aged. He is interred near his late father-in-law, David
Kolesnick. We are reciting Kaddish in his memory, and a
memorial plaque has been installed in his memory in our
synagogues. His funeral was attended by a huge crowd of
friends and business associates, who came to pay him their
final respect.

Mr. and Mrs. Pytluk and their sons built up a large
business in the food industry, which is now being operated
by the family.

In. behalf of the officers and members of the Bialys-
toker Center and Home, we extend our heartfelt sympathy
and sincerest condolences to the entire Pytluk Family. May
the Almighty comfort and sustain them always.

LOUIS TERRY

Louis Terry, who stems from Bialystok, passed away
on December 19, 1982, at the age of 79.

Mr. Terry, who was born in Paterson, N. J., was the
son of Abraham and Sarah Grodsky, of Bialystok. His
wife Kate died 18 years ago.

He is survived by three sons, Sheldon, Eugene, and
Robert as well as a brother, Emanuel.

In bahalf of the officers and members of the Bialys-
toker Center and Home for the Aged, we wish to extend
our heartfelt sympathy and sincere condolences to the en-
tire Terry family on their loss. May the good Lord comfort
and sustain them always, and may they know only happi-
ness and joy in the years ahead.

EVA LINSKY

Eva Linsky, the daughter of Abraham and Ella Gerber
of Chicago, passed away on June 8, 1983, following a brief
illness. She was 84 years old.

She is survived by two sons, Eugene J. Linsky and
Marshall Linsky, and a daughter, Francine Levine, 4all of
Tampa, Florida.

Mrs. Linsky was the sister of the late Lewis Gerber,
Max Gerber, Seila Sutker, Fanny Green, and Mae Steizberg.

Max and Lewis Gerber were large contributors to our
Center and Home, and the latter served as president of our
Bialystoker Center and Home in Chicago. Ella Gerber was
one of the original founders of the Ladies Auxiliary in
Chicago, and her daughter, Seila Sutker, served as
Secretary-Treasurer for many years.

In behalf of the officers and members of the Bialystoker
Center and Home, we extend our sincerest sympathy to the
entire Linsky family.

FRIEDA LEAH GOLDENBERG

Following a brief illness, Frieda Leah Goldenberg
passed away on June 1, 1983, at the age of 78. She is
survived by her husband Irving, her two sons, Harvey and
Murray, and a daughter Jaqueline. She was also the sister
of the world famous opera star Rosa Raisa, who was born
in Bialystok, and another sister of hers, Sonia Stein, was
very active in the Bialystoker Home.

The daughter of Zvi Hirsch Burstein, Frieda was born
in the city of Bialystok on August 25, 1905, and came to
the USA in 1920. She left seven grandchildren: Ira,
Louise, Mark, Cyd, Gregg, Daniel, and Rachel.

A number of contributions have already been re-
ceived, in memory of Frieda Leah Goldenberg. Her entire
family was always active in the Bialystoker Young Men’s
Association.

In behalf of the officers and members of the Center
and Home we express our deepest sympathy to the entire
Goldenberg family.

residents. There were speeches and

However, we only call ‘‘Vol-

raakov High School sing and visit

greetings from administration and
Mrs. Anna Goren, President of the
Residents’ Council. Several resi-
dents got up spontaneously and
thanked the volunteers for all the
kindness they show them. Each
volunteer received a certificate of
merit and a potted plant grown by
the residents.

The Entertainment: Piano and
singalong, was led by Esther Os-
troff, a volunteer. Several groups
as: ‘‘Holiday Project”, ‘‘Stern
College for Women”, ‘‘Yeshivah
High School”, ‘‘Ramaz High
School”, ‘‘B’nai B’rith Lodge”,
‘‘Manhattan Day School” come at
Purim and at Hanukah with enter-
tainment, gifts and greetings. Many
individuals visit residents on holi-
days, Saturdays and Sundays. We
are grateful to all of them.

unteer”’, people who make a definite
commitment, who are here on time,
on the days agreed upon and who
are responsible for their program.
They let us know in advance when
they take a day off or when they go
on vacation. They are familiar with
the rules of the home, with the pa-
tients’ Bill of Rights and with the
philosophy of the activities pro-
gram. These volunteers are: Gladys
Crespo who is here two days a
week. Bella Cooper, Rose Fal-
kenstein and Frances Paolucci - one
day a week, each. Helen Freyberg
who plays bingo with the residents
every Tuesday afternoon. Chaika
and Max Sussman conduct a Yid-
dish singalong one Sunday a month.
Marsha Wissotzky reads Yiddish
poetry and stories one Sunday a
month. The Bnos group of Beit

on all floors every Saturday.

Regina Feit who, due to illness
in the family does not come regu-
larly, the way she did for years, still
comes out to help whenever we
need her for a few hours. and so
does Anne Koslin. And Ruth
Groner, who lives in California
now, sends us basted aprons to be
sewed at craft sessions, several
times a year, and greeting cards to
residents at holidays.

Above volunteers are not just
extra pairs of hands. They bring
various talents, skills and per-
sonalities with them. They have
time to listen and to do little per-
sonal favors. We could not have as
varied and full activities program
without them and we hope they
realize how much we appreciate
them.
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OUR HOME AND ITS
ACTIVITIES FOR THE
RESIDENTS

by Mifa Rogoff, Activities Director

Our residents love parties, so we
have them quite often: Birthday parties,
Mother’s Day, Father’s Day, New
Year’s Day, etc. Every holiday,
whether religious or secular, warrants a
party, with appropriate refreshments,
decorations, and entertainment. For
Chanukah we had two big parties - on
December 4th, and on the 7th. For
Purim we usually have at least three.
When there is no special occasion, we
invent our own, e.g. the ‘‘Chometz
Party” that we had before Pesach.
Everyone brought their Chometz to the
library on the 6th floor. A token amount
was burned; the rest was shared by all
those present. A very hot summer day is
always a good excuse for an ice cream
party in the little park outside, and what
could be nicer than a ‘‘Koffee Klotch”
on a dreary, rainy day?

Not all parties are equal; some are
grander than others. The most out-
standing parties in the last few months
were:

Max Leon’s 100th
Birthday Party

On August 11, 1983, the
Bialystoker Home gave a special
Birthday Party to its oldest resident,
Max Leon. Mr. Leon was born in
Strassbourg, Alsace. He immig-
rated to the United States in 1906,
and has been in our home since
1978. Mr. Leon had a colorful
career. He was a sailor and an actor.
He never married. He still has a
twinkle in his eye, and a great sense
of humor. All one has to do to start
him reminiscing is to ask, ‘‘Did you
really have a girl friend in every
port?”

Mr. Leon enjoyed the cutting
of the cake, the congratulations and
the presents. He was most impre-
ssed by the greetings from President
and Mrs. Reagan, and Mayor Koch.
He good humoredly put up with the
picture taking and interviewing by
reporters of the Jewish Week.

STAFF APPRECIATION
PARTY

Several years ago we began to
have a yearly ‘‘Staff Appreciation
Party” at which all employees of the
Home received presents, hand made
by the residents themselves during
their craft sessions. It was a good
opportunity for the residents to
show their gratitude to the people
who take care of them, all year long.

This year we had to face the
fact that it would be a strain and a

e
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The 100 year old Max Leon
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hardship for a handful of residents
to produce 112 articles. The pro-
blem was discussed at the resident’s
Council Meeting, and the residents
decided to take some money out of
the resident’s Council Fund, and to
buy little gifts.

The party was held in the
beautifully decorated library on De-
cember 28th, 1983. The dietary de-
partment provided French pastries,
fruit punch and coffee. The atmos-
phere was festive and friendly. It
was an excellent opportunity for the
staff and residents to mingle so-
cially. Each employee received a
nicely wrapped gift, and for many
days afterwards, residents were de-
livering gifts to those who were un-
able to attend the party.

Incidently, the resident’s
Council Fund consists of money
earned from the sale of articles
made by the residents during craft
sessions. We have several sales
during the year: During the Lower
East Side Festival, in June; during
the Bialystoker ‘Bazaar in
November - December, and small
*“Craft and Plant” sales in the Home
throughout the year. Residents dis-
cuss and vote on how to use this
money. Usually it goes to charities
of their choice, like Israel, Maos
Chitim, etc. It gives our residents a
feeling of self-fulfillment; it helps to
enhance their self respect, and
makes them feel independent and
useful.

VOLUNTEER
APPRECIATION PARTY

On January 12th, we had a
party for some very special people:
our ‘‘Volunteers.” For once they
were not allowed to help. They sat
at a special table and were served
first by staff and residents. In addi-
tion to the beautiful cake, we had
‘‘No-Bake” cookies prepared by the
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MAOS CHITIM

The age-old tradition of ‘‘Maos
Chitim” is observed at the Bialystoker
Center and Home for the Aged with as
much care as our other traditions. The
contributions that are gathered from our
warm-hearted members and friends
make it possible for us to provide all the
necessary items.that are required for our
elderly residents to celebrate the Pesach
Festival as it should be.

In addition, we also do not forget
the needy in our community. Ready
assistance is given to all those who
apply for help. And above all, we send
money to our landsleit who reside in
Bialystok and Israel.

PASSOVER

Our home for the aged takes great
pride in the traditional Sedorim that are
conducted each year by a well known
cantor. This year the Sedorim will be
conducted on the nights of Monday,
April 16, and Tuesday, April 17, 1984.
In our elegantly decorated dining room,
the elderly will gather round the festive
tables, Jaden with wine, matzos, and
the traditional Pesach foods. Everyone
will be provided with an Haggadah, so
that they could participate in the time-
honored ritual, which undoubtedly will
remind them of the wonderful Sedorim
that they enjoyed in their own homes
not so long ago.

For all this we give thanks to our
many generous friends and supporters
whose open-hearted contributions to
our Passover campaign help to make it
possible.

MEMBERSHIP DUES

Our worthy world-famous institu-
tion is indeed most fortunate in having
so many devoted and loyal supporters
who are always mindful of their annual
obligation to remit their membership
dues on time. To all of them we wish to
express our sincerest thanks and
deepest appreciation. Without your
help, in this respect, we would not be
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able to continue with our sacred work in
full strength.

We respectfully ask all those who
have not yet paid their membership
dues, to please send it in at their earliest
convenience. At the same time, we also
wish to remind one and all of the great
need to help enroll as many new mem-
bers as possible. We are constantly in
need of fresh blood to help us continue
to provide the very best care for the
elderly and infirm who are spending
their golden years under our roof.

A WORTHY TRADITION

Our Trustee and Ladies Auxiliary
President, Rose Finkelstein, is con-
tinuing the tradition of her late uncle,
David Rosenbloom, and her dear de-
parted parents, YETTA and BENJA-
MIN FINKELSTEIN, of donating two
cases of Passover wine to our Home for
the holidays. We thank her warmly for
her generosity and thoughtfulness.

SEEKING RELATIVES

Avraham (Abe Lipsky), son of
Eliyahu, the barber, and Kayle
Rochel, is seeking his mother, whom
he last saw when he was 3%. She
emigrated to America, and married a
Mr. Meltzer. They settled near Port
Jervis, and she owned a restaurant in
the area called, ‘‘Mom’s Restaurant.”
The Lipskys originally came from
Horodok.

Mrs. Meltzer and her husband
had a daughter. If Mrs. Meltzer is still
alive, she would be in her 90’s. He
would like to meet her, or get together
with her daughter (married name un-
known).

Mr. Meltzer could have been a
druggist or a dentist at the time. Abe
Lipsky’s brother’s name is Morris
(Moshe).

Anyone having any information
about the above, please write to:

Mr. Abe Lipsky
940 South Hillcrest Court
Hollywood, Florida 33021
Phone: 305-989-3136

SEEKING RELATIVES

I am seeking any information re-
garding my sister Esther Pinia Zyl-
berman. She was born in Prushnitz
about 1924. Her last known address
was in Bialystok in 1939. Our mother
was Yuhudis Albasster Zylberman,
and her father was Nusen Zylberman
(a shoemaker). I was told by a cousin
now living in Israel that Esther had
married a Russian soldier during the
Russian invasion of Bialystok. They
had at least one child, and they were
sent to Russia, to her husband’s fam-
ily, before the German invasion.

Anyone having any information
whatsoever regarding Esther Pinia
Zylberman, please contact:

Abraham Jacob Silverman
2811 East Michigan Street
Orlando, Florida 32806

Sheri Raynard, granddaughter of
Clara (Katy) Kirschner Rubinowitz
and Sidney Rubinowitzis most anxi-
ous to receive any information possi-
ble regarding the genealogy of the
Rubinowitz and Kirschner families.
Anyone who may have any such in-
formation, tracing these families back
to Bialystok, are urgently requested to
write to: '

Sheri Raynard
1635 West Touhy Ave.
Chicago, Ill. 60626

We have received an urgent request
from a worhty person, Dr. Marvin
Galper, who is seeking information
regarding members of his family. If
any of our readers have any informa-
tion whatsoever on the Pinchuk Fam-
ily from the town of Knishin or
Goniadz; the Choroszhansky, Bender,
or Yarodolansky Families from
Knishin, please write to:

Dr. Marvin F. Galper
4024 Ibis Street Suite A
San Diego, Calif. 92103
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BIALYSTOKER CENTER !
CELEBRATES CHANUKAH H
PARTY AND CONCERT 6

O N Sunday , Dec. 4, 1983, the Bialystoker Center and

= 1

Home for the Aged, at 228 East Broadway, held its
traditional annual Chanukah celebration. In spite of
the inclement weather that day, a large gathering of landsleit
and friends took place. The holiday was celebrated at festive
tables, with the selling of the lighting of Chanukah candles
and menorahs, and with the serving of excellent food and the
traditional latkes.
The Bialystoker Cantor Marcos Salman, who came
from Argentina a short time ago, chanted the blessings over

the Chanukah candles, and also offered several appropriate.

musical selections. Cantor Salman, who came especially
from Scranton, Pa. where he serves as the cantor of Temple
Israel, was received by the audience with warm applause.

The chairman of the affair was Mr. Sol Krim, Chairman
of the Board of Directors of the Bialystoker Center and
Home. He conducted the evening’s program in the most
exemplary manner. He began by introducing Mr. Sam Sol-
asz, president of our institution, who greeted everyone hear-
tily. Rabbi Charles J. Shoulson, spiritual leader of the
Bialystoker Center, then spoke on the meaning of Chanukah
today.

Mr. Izaak Rybal introduced the new administrator of the
institution, Mrs. Myra Bailin, who greeted the assembled.
She expressed her great satisfaction at being affiliated with
such an important institution.

Then Mr. Izaak Rybal, General Secretary of the
Bialystoker Center and Home, conducted the selling of the
honors to light candles in the menorahs, as he does every
year. The audience responded warmly, and it brought in quite
a sum of money for the institution. Then, a fine meal was
served. As in years gone by, Mrs. Bronya Skorka supervised

Mrs. Rose Solasz honors Mr. Rubin Bindler in the lighting of the second
Chanukah candle.
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In the photo above we see Mr. Joseph Dines, who brought his grandchil-
dren to light the four candles at our Annual Chanukah party. Left to right:
Matthew, Kimberly, Zina, and lan.
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the entire meal, to make certain that the meal should befit
such a special occasion at the Bialystoker Center. Mrs.

Skorka is the Food Supervisor at the Bialystoker Center.

Special recognition was given to Mr. and Mrs. Joseph
Dines, members of our Board of Governors, for bringing
along their grandchildren, as well as Mr. Dines’ mother.
Praise was also heaped upon Mr. and Mrs. Gedalia Lynn for
bringing their grandchildren.

The leaders of the Bialystoker Center felt that this was a
good beginning, and it was decided to invite the youngsters
especially to our annual Chanukah celebration in the future.
We all wish to have our members bring along their children
and grandchildren, and they will also light the Chanukah
candles.

We are indeed grateful to Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Dines,
and Mr. and Mrs. Gedalia Lynn for showing such a good
example, and making such a fine beginning.

Make your reservation for your tickets and
group benefits for the gala annual
BIALYSTOKER CONCERT AND
THEATRE PRESENTATION

to be held on Sunday September 16, 1984,

at 12:00 P.M.
This extravaganza will take place at the

spacious aristocratic Lincoln Center, on
Broadway and 67th Street. in New York City.

Please be sure to contact, as soon as
possible, the office of the

BIALYSTOKER CENTER
228 East Broadway, New York, N.Y.
Call: (212) 475-7755
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CLEARBROOK CONGREGATION

USES BIALYSTOKER TORAH
SCROLLS ON HIGH HOLY DAYS

For the past few years the leaders of the Jewish Con-
gregation of Clearbrook, N.J. have come to the Bialys-
toker Center to borrow Torah Scrolls for their use during
the religious services that they conduct on Rosh Hashanna
and Yom Kippur.

The Jewish Congregation of Clearbrook has a very
interesting history. Its membership is located mainly in
Monroe Township, N.J., located approxiamately 14 miles
east of Princeton. Of the 15,000 people who inhabit the
Township, approximately 40 live in three adult com-
,munities of which Clearbrook is one. They have an agree-
ment with the Township not to use their schools, police,
street cleaning, street lights, or other services. They pay
the full amount for real estate taxes for services not re-
ndered by the Township, and in addition they pay a
maintenance fee to their own organization. Their organiza-
tion supplies them with everything .they need - private
police protection, street lights, grass cutting, snow re-
moval, painting of building exteriors, etc. Clearbrook is a
condominium association.

The Jewish Congregation of Clearbrook was started in
October, 1972. During the following summer, three indi-
viduals - namely Jack Meisel, Harry Katz, and Norman
Natowitz, met and decided to form a small congregation
for the High Holy Days in the fall of 1973. Of the original
founders, they still have: Charles Winter, Jack Tepper, and
Leonard Braverman.

The Congregation is unaffiliated; there is no Sister-
hood or Men’s Club. Presently they boast of around 1200
members. The membership dues is $2.50 per member per
year. For the Holidays, it costs each member an additional
$12.50. This represents their only income.

The development has a beautiful clubhouse, where
religious services are held on the High Holy Days, as well
as on Friday nights once a month. All services are con-
ducted by the lay members of the Religious Committee.
When they were first organized, all services were con-
ducted by Norman Natowitz, who now lives in Arizona.

Their other functions during the year are: an annual
Chanukah and Purim party, an Israel Bond Drive, which
raised about $90,000 last year, and a U.J.A. drive which
raised about $45,000.

The total income from dues and High Holy Days tic-
kets (no appeal) also yields enough money for outside
charities in the sum of about $9,000. For the High Holy
Days they sell about 600 tickets, the maximum that their
auditorium will hold. On Friday nights the attendance is
usually from 200 to 400. Services are followed by a lavish
Oneg Shabbat.

Officers of the Congregation are: President: Alexan-
der Berstein, Vice President: Howard Leiner; Trea-
surer:Bernard Goldstein; Financial Secretary: Dora Frost;
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BIALYSTOKER
LADIES AUXILIARY

Al by ROSE FINKELSTEIN, President !l
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On October 3, 1983, the Ladies Auxiliary inaugurated
the new season with its opening meeting. As usual, a fine
luncheon was served.

We had a full house at this meeting, and everyone
seemed eager to start the year on an up-beat. Everyone
enjoyed the meeting and the luncheon, and showed their
pleasure with generous donations and promises to help in
the coming year.

of course, some of the credit must go to Mrs. Skorka
and her staff for preparing and serving the delicious repast.
My sincere thanks to all of them.

Before we knew it, the annual Bazaar was upon us. It
started on November 10th and closed on November 14th.
Our members were busy as bees before the opening, pre-
paring the auditorium for this important event. From Mon-
day through Wednesday we were busy unpacking the car-
tons and setting up the racks and tables. Because of the
poor economy, we did not receive as much merchandise
this year as we did in the past. However, our members
worked just as hard, or harder, to make this Bazaar a suc-
cess. Since our gross income was over $3,000, I person-
ally consider that we did more than could be expected.

I wish to thank everyone who contributed the mer-
chandise which helped us reach the amount. I also wish to
thank personally all the members who contributed their
time and effort: Hilda Sloyer, Ed and Ruth Winston, Rose
Ecker, Helen Sharron, Helen Nass, Martin Rosenberg,
Diana Medvedev, Betty Zablowitz, Dinah Wagman, Helen
Freiberg, Tillie Rosner, Bertha Gitlin, and Dinah Farber. I
hope I have not omitted anyone. If I have, please forgive
me.

Although the weatherman did not cooperate with the
Home on the Sunday of its Chanukah Party, (it poured),
many of the Auxiliary members attended and had a very
nice time. We made our usual Chanukah contribution of
$2,000, and those members who were also there were able

"to ‘shep naches* from the applause.

I wish to take this opportunity to wish everyone a
very happy and kosher Passover. Goodbye until next time.

Also our thanks to Mr. Cosimo Mastropierro, our
Building Engineer, for all the help he gave us in preparing
for the Bazaar, and during the Bazaar.

Recording Secretary: Miriam Cornelius; and Correspond-
ing Secretary: Sylvia Zagorin.

The Oneg Shabbat is taken care of by Reba Mintz; the
Minyan services are in the care of Norman Rosenthal; the
U.J.A. chairman is Marvan Dietch; Choir Director is Her-
bert Wolfert; Membership chairwoman is Delphia Stokes;
and Israel Bonds co-chairmen are: Larry Rosenberg and
Sigmund Paper.
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THE HEROIC BIALYSTOKER
JEWISH GIRLS

&zze: By EPHRAIM KISLER, Gdansk, Poland oees

Book that you sent me from New York. I read the

sacred book again and again, and it brings forth from
me reflections ceaselessly. Today, 40 years after those
tragic days , as a participant and, miraculously, a survivor
of that horrible period, I see once again those close to me,
comrades and friends and former camp inmates, who
fought against the Nazi murderers. I see also before me the
heroic Jewish girls of Bialystok, and bow my head before
their unknown graves, honor to their memory.

I recall how this group of Jewish girls, under the di-
rection of Micha Datner, set fire to the hay in the ghetto,
thus giving the signal for the uprising to begin. When I
now read in the Bialystoker Memorial Book the article
written by Simon Amiol, I recall the activities of our un-
derground movement, which included the ghetto, the
forest, and the “aryan” side. These were the three elements
of our difficult and unbalanced struggle against the Hitle-
rian beasts.

The important, underground work on the ”Aryan” side
was carried out on the weak shoulders of the Jewish girls.
When the uprising in the Bialystoker ghetto was suppres-
sed by the murderers, the Jewish girls once again con-
tinued their work on the ”Aryan” side. They risked their
lives to save even one Jew and to bring him into the forest.

The name of the Christian, about whom Israel Emiol
writes, was Yosef Balaker. He lived on Szulte Street. His
home served as a point-of-contact for our underground or-
ganization. At first my father worked at this point. But
after my father went into the forest, the point was taken
over by Malke Rusziska, whose pseudonym was “Marila”.
She was a camp-friend of Chaike Grossman. She hailed
from Lodz, but at that time she was living in Bialystok, on
the ”Aryan” side.

The address of Yosef Balaker was given to Shatzman
by a Jewish Bialystoker shoemaker, who was concealed in
the Gestapo ranks at that time. The aforementioned
»Marilke”’ is now named “Michalok”, and lives with her
husband, also a Lodzer, in Sopot, not far from Gdansk.
She is now a grandmother. Joseph Balaker and his wife
died right after the war, first he, then she. She was sick
with tuberculosis for some time, during which time I
helped her greatly.

I remember well the place near the Napolean Tract, in
the Usafar Forests, where there stood an old shattered
tank, which was guarded day and night by Jewish Parti-
sans, who tried to help any survivors following the liqui-
dation of the ghetto. Every Jew who was found by our dear
Bialystoker Jewish girls, was treated as a brother, as a
close relative.

I was deeply touched when I read the new great
Bialystoker Memorial Book, for the pages of this volume
represent a section of all our lives, both the lives of our
beloved precious Jews of Bialystok before the destruction,
as well as of the period of uprising and defeat which we

I constantly read the great new Bislystoker Memorial

must always remember. This great Memorial Book is im-
portant not only for us in our time, but is also of great
significance for our children and grandchildren in all the
future generations.

All of you, the leaders and members of the great
Bialystoker Center in New York, therefore deserve a great
deal of credit for publishing this great monumental Memo-
rial Book, which you achieved with such great effort. But
above anything else, I am deeply impressed by your great
love and devotion, not to allow our loyalty to the past be
extinguished; of our former precious home, and the Jews who
lived there.

The motives that impel all of you can best be parap-
hrased by a poem that was written by Russian Jews:

Bialystok my home,

How strongly I pine for you.

How I long for the heartfelt songs,

For the Jewish brothers and sisters

For the Jewish person, who is never hidden.

For the Jewish soul, which is more precious than gold
Be blessed, all of you!

I trust that you will not forget that somewhere in Gdansk
there lives a lonesome Bialystoker Jew and his family, a
witness and participant of the tragic and heroic period in
Bialystoker Jewish history. I am waiting impatiently for my
beloved magazine, the Bialystoker Stimme.

Until the year 1976, when I was well, I used to go to
Bialystok every year, to kindle Yahrzeit lamps and to place
flowers on the mass grave at Grabova, which is near

~ Bialystok. Among the 16,000 sacrifices there, mostly

Jews, but also non-Jews, rest also my mother, my
brother, and many others of my former family. In this
grave there are also many Jews whom the Nazis caught
after they liquidated the ghetto.

Whenever I was in Bialystok, also, I placed flowers
on the ghetto cemetery on Szabia Street. You probably
know that cemetery has now been defaced for a number of
years. Also the cave with the memorial tablets has been
destroyed; the monument over the mass-grave of our 42
heros, which has been built, thanks to you. These brave
heros fell in the struggle aginst the Hitlerian enemy.

At the end of 1942, I entered the underground organi-
zation. At the head of it was Yudito Novogradska, a
teacher from Warsaw. To this same organization also be
longed: my father, Yoel Kisler, with pseudonym “Borves-
ser”. Dr. Shimon Datner, with pseudonym ‘‘Tolk”, and
his daughter Micha, Nochum Abelevich, pseud. ‘‘Riss”,
and his son Pesach, Siomke Goldberg, the brothers
Bashevkin, Chaim Chalef, Simcha Laver,
pseud. ‘‘Siemon”, and many others. Our organization im-
mediately approached the objective of creating Jewish par-
tisan groups which would, at least in small measure, ba-
lance out the terrible account that we had with the Nazi
murderers.

BUY AND HELP US PUBLICIZE
THE NEW BIALYSTOKER
MEMORIAL BOOK
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SHOSHANAH SHACHAM IS FIRST
BORN IN KIRYAT BIALYSTOK

Shoshanah was born 32 years ago in Kiryat Bialystok.
She is the daughter of Shlomo and Stella Gerber, natives
of Bialystok. She was the first baby to be born in Kiryat
Bialystok. She attended the local primary and high school,
where she was an excellent pupil, loved by her comrades
of Kiryat Bialystok, who elected her as chairperson of the
Pupil’s Committee of the High School, and as editor of the
high school newspaper, as well as representative of the
school in the World B’nai B’rith Organization.

Afterwards, Shoshanah served for two years with the
Israel Defense Forces in a very high, secret position. Due
to the importance of her position, she served after the Yom
Kippur war another half year with the Reserve Forces.

Left to right: President Chaim Herzog, Shoshanah Shacham, being
welcomed to his home by the President, and two member of the
Lawyer’s Association in Israel.
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Shoshanah chose to study law at the Tel Aviv Univer-
sity, and was most successful in her studies, which she
completed in 1976. In 1977 she was graduated as a lawyer,
joined the Israel Bar Association, and started working as a
prosecutor in the District Attorney’s office in Tel Aviv.
She was married during the period of her university studies
and two children were born, now aged 7 and 3 respec-
tively. Approximately 2% years ago, Shoshanah resumed
her university studies towards her Master’s degree, and
thereafter she plans to pursue her studies for the doctorate
in law. She is also active as research assistant in the uni-
versity.

Shoshanah is very popular with her friends, and in
addition to her devotion to the Bialystoker cause, for
which she has a particular inclination and warmth in her
heart. She also holds office as elected representative in the
Israel Central Parents Committee. Furthermore, she is ac-
tive within the Bar Association of Lawyers and Jurists.

The photo shows her on a visit, when she was invited
together with a delegation of her organization, by the
President of the State of Israel, Chaim Herzog, in his home
in Jerusalem last October.

FEIT- KRIVISKY WEDDING

Sara Gussie Feit, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Jack Feit,
was married to Dr. Brian Allan Krivisky, son of Mr. and
Mrs. Sol Krivisky, on Sunday June 26, 1983, at Temple
Shalom of Electchester, in Fresh Meadows, N.Y.

Dr. Brian and Sara Krivisky
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Mrs. Feit has been a volunteer worker in support of
our Bialystoker Center and Home for many years. We are
grateful for her great devotion and loyalty to our cause.

In behalf of the officers and members of our Center
and Home we extend a hearty Mazal Tov to the Feit and
Krivisky Families. May they enjoy lots of nachas from
their children for many years to come.

THANKS TO BIALYSTOKER CENTER AND HOME

Dear Staff and Volunteers:

I would like to express my gratitude in celebrating Mr.
Leon’s 100th Birthday... It was good to see that he still had a
sparkle in his eyes and was able to enjoy the celebration as if
he were a young man again.

Once more, I thank you all and think that it’s not so bad
growing old when you have such a home as yours.

Best Wishes to each and everyone.

Very truly yours,
Jean Cristos

PRICE WATERHOUSE

153 West 53rd Street, New York, N.Y. 10022

TO THE EDITOR:

It was a pleasure to meet with your officers and other
members of the Bialystoker Home staff, during our recent
tour of your facility. All of us found the visit interesting
and informative. It is obvious that the residents of the

Home receive quality services and cpecial care from the
staff.

Thank you for the time you spent with as.

Sincerely,
Sylvia Penrod
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THE BIALYSTOKER CENTER AND 0 RUBIN BINDLER WELCOMED BY HIS
HOME OBTAINS THE MOST MODERN§ % FAMILY IN MIAMI BEACH

BATHING SYSTEM FOR RESIDENTS

About two years ago our institution purchased a
Bather-Tub from the Silcraft Corp. in Acme, Michigan,
which features the most modern design in a bathing facil-
ity. This Michigan firm has been awarded the ‘Michigan
Product of the Year 1983° for excellence in production and
design.

‘The Bather,as it is called, provides a tub bath,
shower, whirlpool, and sitzbath - all in one easy-to-operate
unit. Safe and dignified patient handling is provided by the
simple side entry system. With the Unique Bather side
door design, a single attendant is easily able to move an
invalid patient from the wheel chair into the tub, without
having to lift the patient up and over the side.

Our first Bather was donated to our institution by Mr.
Michael Saperstein, in memory of his grandparents, the
late MARY and LOUIS DAVIS. When David J. and Rose
Goldberg visited our home recently, they noticed the
Bather and asked about it. When they were told that it was
used for the female patients on the 5th floor, they decided
to donate a similar facility for the male patients on the 6th
floor. This new Bather has already been installed.

The uniquely designed Bather provides whirlpool and
hydrotherapy treatment. The precise temperature control
system accurately maintains water temperatures, and fea-
tures anti-scald protection. Patients requiring assistance to
sit upright can be secured with a shoulder restraint system.
The Form-fitting contour seating, arm rests, and safety
grab bars, offer complete safety and security. The high
side walls provide full privacy and draft-free sitting. The
design of the Bather also makes it extremely economical,
“for water consumption is' greatly reduced. It also utilizes
effectively floor space, thus requiring no additional floor
installations.

So the Bather is the answer for all concerned - the
patient is cleansed in dignity, comfort, and safety - and
they love it - the attendant performs the required functions
with greater ease, and the unit itself is easy to clean, easy
to maintain, and easy on the budget - all in all, a great
asset to our institution!

i i

Photo shows attendant lifting
patient onto seat in the Bather

Interior design is contoured for

patient comfort and safety

When our worthy Honorary President and warm friend
and supporter for many years, Rubin Bindler, recently ar-
rived in Miami for a brief visit, he was given a very affection-
ate welcome by members of his family and friends. His son
Leonard, and daughter-in-law Bernice, arranged an evening
of welcome, which included a delicious dinner served in their
big beautiful home.

Izaak Rybal, our General Secretary, and his wife Molly,
and William and Eve Sacks, close friends of the Bindler

Left to right: William Sacks, Bernice Bindler, Richard Bindler, Izaak and

Molly Rybal, Rubin Bindler, Eva Sacks, and Sharon Bindler.
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Family for many years, participated in the festivities, to-
gether with Richard and Sharon, the grandchildren of Rubin
Bindler. Richard left his job in New Jersey especially for the
purpose of coming to Miami for the beautiful family gather-
ing. The wonderfully festive mood and great joy that pre-
vailed left a lasting impression upon everyone.
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Bather is perfectly sealed to allow
for complete bathing or showering
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CHARLES GARLEN, BIALYSTOKER, STILL
A CIVIC GADFLY AT 85 ,

On September 10, 1983, Charles Gax'en celebrated his
85th birthday. Garlen, who operated the Queen City Bakery
in Glens Falls, N.Y. for forty years, moved with his family
from Bialystok to the U.S.A. in 1906. His early youth was
saturated with hardship and danger. In the midst of the
oppression and terrorism that he experienced in his native
Bialystok, he witnessed his older brother shot in front of his
eyes during a pogrom.

In Bialystok his surname was ‘‘Garlelik”.In school it
was changed to ‘‘Garlick”, and in 1931 he changed it legally
to “‘Garlen”. His family lived on Washlicover Gass, where
the family bakery was.

In 1917 he married Dora Krotch, in Glens Falls. Two
children were born to them: Helen and Alice. Dora died in
October, 1935. In 1927 he had purchased the Queen City
Bakery from his father. His mother had predeceased

He married Ethel Swedgal in Brooklyn in October,
1936. They had one child: Richard. Ethel died in April 1967.

In 1945 he purchased the Camp Walden for Boys, in
Trout Lake. He sold it in 1956. He sold the Queen City
Bakery to the Patrick Vending Co. and retired from business
in August 1967. In April 1968, he married Henrietta
Aronovici in Miami.

Garlen had hoped to become a constitutional lawyer, but
only after 2% years of formal education, he dropped out of
school to go to work in the family bakery. He educated
himself, reading widely in history, biography, economics,
and political science. In the early part of 1983 he received the
Warren County Liberty Bell Award, given each year by the
Bar Association to a non-lawyer who has contributed the
most to the community, and had generated respect for the
law.

During the 40 years that he owned the bakery on Broad
St. in Glens Falls, from 1927 to 1967, Garlen was well
known throughout the area for making contributions of baked
goods to almost every charitable, religious, civic and educa-
tional organization.

During the 72 years that he had lived in Glens Falls,
Garlen has been the recipient of many honors. The first
official recognition of his communal activities occurred in
1931, when Garlen was awarded a large silver loving cup by
the Hebrew Community Center Association in appreciation
of his oustanding devotion to the local Jewish organizations.
He served as president of the Hebrew Community Center
Association, of Congregation Shaaray Tefila, of Charles
Gelman Lodge B’nai B’rith and of the Glens Falls Zionist
District. As one of the founders of the Glens Falls Jewish
Welfare Fund and of the Glens Falls Bonds for Israel Cam-
paign, he had served as chairman for each organization for
many years.

The National Jewish Welfare Board, a member of the
USO, awarded him a Certificate of Merit in 1946 in recogni-
tion of his service in connection with his work as Chairman of
the Army and Navy Committee in this community. He took it
upon himself to send a box of baked goodies, at his own
expense, to every Jewish resident of Glens Falls who served
in the Army and Navy during World War II.
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On August 19, 1970, the Common Council unanim-
ously passed Resolution 395, recognizing his actions as true
citizenship and commended him for his generous contribu-
tions to the City.

Garlen has served as advisory member to the Warren
County Welfare Department and the New Building Com-
mittee of the Westmount Infirmary. Every summer he reports
to work for the Mobile Meals program, as a driver, delivering
the meals to shut-ins.

Garlen was President of the Sky Lake Cond. for 10 years
in N. Miami Beach, Florida. He served as Chairman of
U.J.A. for 15 years and as Chairman of Israel Bonds for 13
years. He baked hundreds of pounds of Danish baking, and
donated them to the B’nai B’rith, Hadassah, Sky Lake Blood
Bank, The Children’s Variety Hospital, and for breakfast
meetings of U.J.A. and Bonds.

Garlen never forgets his Jewish roots. In the summer of
1983 he served as Honorary Chairman of the local campaign
of the United Jewish Appeal. He used various methods to
obtain contributions. In one case he was given a check for
$100.00 for giving a loaf of his famous bread.

Following surgery at the Mayo Clinic to replace his hips
and knees, he says he feels better than he did 20 years ago.
Though he retired from the bakery at age 60, he still finds
time to bake for family, friends, and causes near to his heart.
And he has good news for the fortunate recipients: He is not
planning to slow down at any time soon.

All of us Bialystoker can be justly proud of this *‘son of
Bialystok™, and the wonderful reputation that he has earned
for himself in his community and its environs. His great sense
of civic pride and personal achievement can serve as a useful
example to all of us.
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LETTERS TO BOOK CO

EMBASSY OF ISRAEL
WASHINGTON, D.C.

NBae

6 December 1983
Dear Mr. Ratner:

Thank you so much for the ‘‘Bialystoker Memorial
Book” — it is a monument to one of the Jewish com-
munities that have contributed to a very large extent to the
reestablishment of the State of Israel.

I personally think that books on the history of Jwish
communities in our century are extremely important in the
education of the new generation of Jews who have no
knowledge whatsoever as to how much suffering and how
many tears were shed before the rebirth of our nation.

I was delighted to have had the opportunity to meet
with you at the American-Israel Chamber of Commerce
dinner and I hope to have the pleasure to see you again
soon.

With my best wishes.
Sincerely,
Meir Rosenne
Ambassador

FRANK R. LAUTENBERG
Automatic Data Processing, Inc., 405 Rte. 3 - Clifton, N. J. 07015

Dear Max:

Many thanks for the Bialystoker Memorial Book. I
was pleased to be included among the friends who were
recipients of this wonderful publication. As you know, I
have long been active in Jewish life and now sit on the
President’s Holocaust Council. As a result of that, my
interest is even greater in the history and the communities
of yesterday of our people. It is a beautifully done book,
and you must be very proud of your role in it.

Kindest personal regards.

Sincerely,
FRANK LAUTENBERG

JEWISH COMMUNITY CENTER
3505 Mayfield Road, Cleveland Heights, Ohio 44118

Max Dear,

Beyond any official, formal thanks from the Jewish
Community Center and or the Jewish Book Council, I want
to send this personal word about last Sunday morning.

The fact that more than 18 books were purchased is
eloquent testimony to the effectiveness of your talk. You
touched and charmed all who heard you, as you spanned
time and space into the European ‘“World of our Fathers” -
in a way that Irving Howe never did or could. And Howe!

God bless you.

Ever yours,
Renee Katz

MMITTEE CHAIRMAN, MAX RATNER

bREY N

AEL INDUSTRIES, INC.
DR. LEON RIEBMAN

President and Chief Executive Officer

Dear Max:

I received, just today, your very kind gift of the
Bialystoker Memorial Book.

I not only very much appreciate receiving this book
but assure you that I will be reading it from cover to cover
(at least the English portion) and will be loaning it to in-
terested friends.

Let me take this opportunity to wish you and yours a
Healthy Passover and, let us also hope, Peace for Israel.
With warmest personal regards,

Sincerely yours,
Dr. Leon Riebman

TEMPLE BETH SHOLOM
1050 S. Tuttle Avenue, Sarasota, Florida 33577

Dear Max:

Thank you so very much for the copy of the Bialys-
toker Yizkor Buch. Having imbibed that tradition on
American soil it is all the more meaningful to have the
record of its origins and the fulness of its history and de-
velopment as recorded by those who were the primary pro-
ducts of Bialystok.

For all the sadness that one inevitably feels over the
great loss, the document is nevertheless an inspiring one.
It’s indicative of what is possible what we and our chil-
dren are capable of - if only there 1s the will.

Rabbi Max Roth

M-R EQUIPMENT CORP.
3510 Clinton Ave., Cleveland, Ohio 44113

Dear Mr. Ratner

Thank you so very much for sending me your book on
Biaylstok. It is so very interesting and meaningful to us.
Enclosed please find my check as a donation to the
Biaylstoker Home in New York.

Please let us know where I can get additional copies
of your book, should any of the other members of our
family desire to get one. Also, if anything is ever done
regarding the perpetuating of the memory of Bialystok, or
should an organization be formed of children of Bialystok,
please let us know, so that we may participate.

Again, we appreciate so very much your thoughtfulness
and courtesies.
Sincerely,
Adelaide & Myron Rubin
1992 Edenhall Drive
Lyndhurst, Ohio 44124
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LETTERS TO

OUR EDITOR

MAXWELL DANE
437 Madison Ave., New York, N.Y.

Dear Mr. Rybal:

I am happy to enclose my annual contribution to the
Home in appreciation of the excellent work it performs
year after year.

I intend to call you some day soon to make a personal
visit.

My best wishes to all who make the Home possible.

Sincerely yours,
Maxwell Dane

UNITED JEWISH COUNCIL
of the EAST SIDE, INC.
235 EAST BROADWAY NEW YORK, N.Y. 10002-

October 23, 1983
Dear Mr. Rybal:

On behalf of the Board of Directors of the United
Jewish Council, I would like to express our gratitude for
your continued cooperation and assistance whenever we
turn to you.

We are especially grateful for the many times you
have allowed us to use the Home’s van to facilitate food
and clothing distributions to the needy in our community.
Mr. Cosimo of your staff has been most helpful and ac-
comodating in this regard.

To show our appreciation, we are placing a com-
plimentary one page ad in the U.J.C.’s Festival of
Lights/Melave Malke Journal to publicly thank you and the
Bialystoker Home for the support of the Council’s many
activities.

I want to wish you much ‘‘Hatzlachah” in the future
and hope to see you at the Melave Malke.

Best Wishes!
Sincerely,
Meyer Nochlin
President

THE EDUCATIONAL ALLIANCE
197 East Broadway, New York, N Y 10002

July 19, 1983
Dear Mr. Rybal:

On behalf of the members of the Sunshine Committee
of the Educational Alliance, I thank you for your hospital-
ity and your informative tour of the Bialystoker Home.

I hope that as a result of this experience, some of our
members will come to visit your residents on an ongoing
basis. I hope that this will be the beginning of a positive,
cooperative relationship between our two agencies.

Cordially,

Naomi Abramowitz
Program Assistant

Adult Department

Group Work Services

SPECIAL THANKS TO
DR. ALBERT KHASKI — MEDICAL DIRECTOR,
BIALYSTOKER CENTER and HOME

August 28, 1983

Dear Dr. Khaski:

I want to thank you for the thorough treatment that you
gave me on my recent trip to the States. It was indeed a great
pleasure to meet you.

Please convey my thanks to Dr. Arthur Helft. [ hope that
in the future we will have the opportunity to meet under more
pleasant circumstances.

Once again a sincere thanks,

With kind regards,

Haim Nirel

Director General

Special Projects Fund in Israel
of the Jewish Agency

August 28, 1983

Dear Izaak,

I have now returned home safely, and I will not forget
the very kind treatment you gave me, and the trouble you
took to make sure that I got the treatment that I needed.

Please convey my sincere thanks to our mutual friend
Diana who accompanied me to the two doctors.

Please send my best regards to Sam and Rose Solasz and
to the other friends.

Sincerely yours,
Haim Nirel
Director General
Special Projects Fund
of the Jewish Agency
in Israel

AMERICAN FEDERATION OF JEWISH FIGHTERS,
CAMP INMATES AND NAZI VICTIMS, INC.
823 United Nations Plaza New York, N.Y. 10017 Tel.

September 12, 1983

Dear Mr. Rybal:

Thanks very much for the Rosh Hashanah issue of the
Bialystoker Stimme. I enjoyed reading it very much.

The work that you do exemplifies the reason why we
“‘had to survive”.

With best wishes for continued success to you in your
endeavors for the cause of Remembrance, I am

Sincerely yours,
ELI ZBOROWSKI

Honorary President
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DR. MOSHE MODAI, DIRECTOR OF THE TEL HA’SHOMER

HOSPITAL VISITS BIALYSTOKER CENTER IN NEW YORK

Center and Home for the Aged had a very promi-

nent guest. Dr. Moshe Modai, Associate Director
of the great Tel Ha’'Shomer Hospital in Tel Aviv, who
came to America for a short while on a very important
mission, made a special effort to visit our institution. It is
well known that the Bialystoker Center has recently contri-
buted considerable sums of money from the Israel
Emergency Canipaign that we had conducted, for various
projects in the Tel Ha’Shomer Hospital. We have already
reported on that in a previous issue of the Bialystoker
Stimme.

Dr. Modai came to the Bialystoker Center accom-
panied by his cousin, Norman Wolk — Wolkowitz — who
stems from OStrolenko. His father, Hirsh, who died a short
time ago, was one of the leaders of the Ostrolenker Society
in New York. He served as president of the Ostrolenker
Society from 1975 to 1982.

When Dr. Modai arrived at the office of the Bialys-
toker Center, he was met and warmly greeted by Sam Sol-
asz, Izaak Rybal, Sol Krim, and their wives, Harold Talin,
and Diane Medvedev. Mr. I. Shmulewitz, the well known
writer, and editor of the great Bialystoker Memorial Book,
was also present.

We all had a warm intimate discussion with the wor-
thy guest. Evidently, Dr. Modai’s parents stem from Os-
trolenko. Dr. Modai himself was born in Tel Aviv. In the
course of the discussion, the former Jewish life in eastern
Europe came to life, as well as the destruction at the hands

O N Thursday, October 20, 1983, the Bialystoker

somnambulist at the edge of a roof. But the irrevocable has
not yet happened. Our chances are still intact.

It is reassuring at this moment in time to remind our-
selves of a long overlooked truth: the real strength and
wealth of nations reside not in their military arsenals or
material resources, but in the undiscovered and unused
potential of their men and women, the intelligence, in-
genuity, and inspiration that make them productive, pros-
perous and ultimately free.

The new technologies, industries, products and ser-
vices, the new fruits of scientific discovery, spring from
the same well — the human skull — the grey matter that is
the most fertile and abundant, yet the most neglected and
abused of resources. This human resource belongs to
blacks and whites, to Asians and to Europeans, to Russians
and to Americans, to Arabs and to Jews, to all men on all
continents.

Irrigate millions of neglected minds with knowledge
and information, and you enable our children to enter a
new era of creativity, with the samé audacity that enabled
our ancestors to emerge from their caves.

And then the day will dawn when the heroes of our
history will no longer be the warriors with their swords and
their missiles, but the masters of learning, knowledge and
invention — the masters we have around us here today.

of the Nazis, and the Jewish renaissance. Dr. Modai, who
is an important intellectual of the younger generation of
Sabras in Israel, showed great interest in everything that
was mentioned in the discussion.

Dr. Modai spoke very warmly of his relationship with
the spiritual Jewish worthies of eastern Europe whence his
parents and family stem. He also expressed great wonder
at the Bialystoker landsleit who were able to build and
sustain so devotedly the great Bialystoker Center and
Home for elderly people, in New York. Also for their
loyal support of the State of Israel, other causes, and for
maintaining such great cohesiveness among the Bialystoker
landsleit everywhere.

Then Dr. Modai went on a tour of the various sections
of our institution, accompanied by Sam Solasz and Izaak
Rybal. The honorable guest acquainted himself with the
installations of the Bialystoker Home and Infirmary for the
Aged. He conversed. with some of the residents and was
interested in various aspects of conducting and maintaining
our great institution. Sam Solasz and Izaak Rybal gave the
guest the necessary explantions. Dr. Modai wished the
leadership great success.

Then the entire group, with Dr. Modai and his cousin
Norman Wolk, went to Ratner’s restaurant on Delancey
Street, where the guest was given a warm welcome, and
spent some time over a delicious meal. Everyone enjoyed
an interesting discussion about various Jewish problems,
and about conditions in and around Israel. While he
learned about our institution, we also learned a great deal
about the problems that confronted the great Tel
Ha’Shomer Hospital in Tel Aviv. The Director of the Tel
Ha’Shomer Hospital is the well known, learned Prof. Mor-
decai Shani.

We bid one another farewell very warmly, and ex-
pressed best wishes to one another. On parting, Sam Sol-
asz and Izaak Rybal handed Dr. Modai a check in the sum
of $15,000 — $10,000 on our previous commitment, and
another $5,000 for the purchase of a much-needed in-
cubator. Dr. Moshe Modai was deeply moved by the very
warm gesture shown to him by the leaders of the Bialys-
toker Center and Home for the Aged, in behalf of the in-
stitution.

Bialystoker Memorial Book
Is Warmly Received

The Bialystoker Center in New York
Continues to receive letters of warm prais from
landsleit and friends concerning the monumental
Bialystoker Memorial Book.
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...........................................................................................................................

SAMUEL PISAR’S KEYNOTE ADDRESS BEFORE THE CONFERENCE
OF NOBEL PRIZE LAUREATES SCIENCE AND PEACE

.........................................................................................................................

We have received the following from the office of Dr. Samuel
Pisar in Paris, France. It is the keynote address that he deli-
vered at the CONFERENCE OF NOBEL PRIZE
LAUREATES SCIENCE AND PEACE, marking the 150th
Anniversary of the birth of Alfred Nobel. It was held in the
Grand Ampitheatre of the Sorbonne in Paris, on October
26-28, 1983. Dr. Pisar served as the Chairman of the Session.

E are fortunate at this dark moment in history,
W when the thunder of war is again in the air to

have in our midst an extraordinary array of
luminous minds, gathered under the highest intellectual
and moral auspices, to help seek a constructive vision of
science and technology, beyond the passion and violence
of today.

Mankind is at fateful crossroads. Either we regress
into an age of darkness, nuclear terror and economic
chaos, or the human adventure will continue, with a new
burst of imagination, innovation and creativity that can
mobilize our energies and open up a new era of peace and
prosperity.

I say this not only as a close observer of economic
and political life between America and Europe;, East and
West, but as someone who, forty years ago, in the death
factories of this continent, witnessed a pilot project for the
destruction of humanity, a preface to the final agony of the
species on the eve of the thermonuclear age. I learned then
that the unthinkable is indeed possible, that man is equally
capable of the best as of the worst, of madness and of
genius. "

The forces that fashion our destiny are guided neither
by human intelligence nor by human conscience. Oscillat-
ing endlessly between a conflict that is unimaginable and a
peace that is unattainable, East and West sink ever more
deeply into incendiary rhetoric and reciprocal military pro-
vocation. Their balance of power is becoming a precarious
balance of weakness, while the rest of the world degener-
ates into an explosive powder keg.

Dangerous global problems are piling up without sol-
ution like so many ticking bombs: unemployment, inde-
btedness, hunger, industrial obsolescence and economic
warfare. The only project that thrives is the morbidly ac-
celerating arms race, as two mighty arsenals face each
other through a forest of missiles, squandering their best
resources and brains and bleeding themselves white.

Suspended between fear and hope, we tend to see in
the accomplishments of science and technology the specter
of a gas chamber on a planetary scale.

The youth of Europe are marching against the missiles
to the cry of “‘long live peace”. They are unable to re-
member the weakness, the appeasement that in the thirties
brought on the worst aggression. Having lived through
these events, having paid for them a horrendous price in
blood, I cannot forget. Nor can I forget the helmeted
American G.I. with his white-starred Sherman tank who
crossed an ocean to give me life and freedom, and whom I

Dr. and Mrs. Samuel Pisar
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greeted with the visceral cry ‘“God Bless America”.

The Soviet SS 20’s, the American Pershings and the
other monsters of military technology — on land, in the
oceans and in space — cannot be wished away by slogans,
petitions or demonstrations, no more than they can be
negotiated away in sterile diplomatic encounters that drag
on forever.

Real peace must be conceived with prudence, wisdom
and imagination.

If this timely gathering is to have a profound mean-
ing, it must express our fundamental conviction that in the
shadow of a nuclear holocaust, it is much more important
to be inventive than to be heroic.

The hysteria of military hawks can only be countered
with the mutual confidence of true builders, those who, on
both sides of the ideological wall, seek a constructive way
to cohabit this imperilled planet.

Searching for weapons of peace, we face a challenge
worthy of the greatest minds and the bravest hearts, those
that are aware that beyond the shadow of mutual annihila-
tion can be discerned a new horizon, away from the abyss.

In California, Japan and other parts of the world we
see the outline of a scientific and technological renaissance
that carries with it a new humanism.

Bio-technology and medicine are embarked on myriad
adventures. Genetic engineering enables us to produce,
through the manipulation of living cells, substances that
are helpful in health care, agriculture, food processing,
energy production and the fight against pollution.

The magic of electronics, the new computers and in-
telligent robots, commanded by tiny microprocessors, are
beginning to relieve man of humiliating mental boredom
and exhausting physical toil, liberating him for the nobler
tasks of imagination, invention and innovation.

Faced with the unknown, man hesitates, falters, like a
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The watch over the children was strengthened. There
was no longer any contact with the children. On- Friday
August 20, 1943, after the Nazis had suppressed the up-
rising in the ghetto, and they felt more secure and walked
more aggressively in the streets of the ghetto, the children
were stood up in pairs, so that the older ones should care
for the younger ones. Finally, the transport began to move.
After the children came the adults, and at the end, some
coaches with only small children.

The children were not supplied with food, except for
a few pieces of dry bread. In those very hot days of Au-
gust, they were not given any water. The train, which con-
sisted of fine coaches, was filled with the children. After
waiting at the station for several hours, the transport left on
its way to an unknown destination. We, in the ghetto, had
no further information regarding the transport of the chil-
dren. Transports filled with Jews also left from the ghetto
constantly; we also did not know what was going to hap-
pen to us.

We were in the ghetto a few more days, and went
through a few more ‘‘selections.” Finally, we too were
loaded into coaches on August 24, 1943, and sent to Lub-
lin, together with a large number of skilled laborers;
shoemakers, tailors, carpenters, and others. And from
there, together with women from Bialystok who had been
selected at Maidanek, we were sent to the labor camp
““‘Blizin”, near Radom.

In Blizin we were over 2,000 men and women, from
Bialystok. During the eleven months that we spent in Bli-
zin, more than a third of us perished from hunger, typhus,
beatings from the Nazis, and shootings. Children under
age 10, were liquidated at once. The sick and infirm were
dealt with likewise. When the Red Army marched into
Lublin on July 31, 1944, we were sent to Auschwitz. We
did not know what happened to the children of Bialystok.
In Auschwitz, when we met there Dr. Katzenelson, the
matter became clearer. But that was not all.

We learned that the transport of children had arrived
in Auschwitz. The very young children were separated
from the others, and they immediately ‘‘disappeared”. The
men and women who had accompanied the transport were
sent to a labor camp. The healthy, older children were sent
elsewhere. Were they exchanged for Germans - as they
had said - no one knew. But judging by the cruel treatment
of the children it did not appear that even an exchange had
taken place. It was a riddle for all of us. What did really
happen to the Jewish children of Bialystok?

Being in Auschwitz in camp A, and later in P, I used
to inquire from various functionaries - who might have had
some knowledge about the children’s whereabouts because
of their position - but none of them knew anything. In
November 1944, I treated medically a Polish Jew named
Tabak, who came from a small town near Warsaw. This
Jew had been engaged in the ‘‘Sonderkomande”, and he
had participated in the uprising of the men from the cre-
matoria. He was wounded, and escaped death miracul-
ously. Tabak told me that a year ago, that is before Yom
Kippur, 1943, an’entire transport of children only was ex-
terminated. The extermination of the children, he said, had
made a shattering impression even upon the men of the
‘“‘Sonderkomande”. He did not know from where the chil-
dren had come.

It was after the liquidation of Auschwitz, after
January 18, 1945, when we found ourselves under way,
under very difficult circumstances, suffering hunger and
deprivation, we suddenly received word regarding the
children from Bialystok. The story begins in Berlin, in a
‘‘Hachshara Kibbutz” of the Jewish youth of Germany.
The youngsters had worked for peasants near Berlin, and
were preparing themselves to go to Israel. With the out-
break of the war, the plans for Aliyah were destroyed. The
youngsters were first brought to Theriesenstadt, and later
to Auschwitz, to work there in the Hitler factories making
rubber and benzine.

In the Theriesenstadt ghetto camp, the German Jewish
youth met there the Bialystoker children. More details
were learned. It became apparent that the Bialystoker chil-
dren came to Theriesenstadt end of August, 1943. When
the children arrived, a ‘‘selection condition” was ordered.
The inmates of the ghetto-camp in Theriesenstadt knew
that they were going to be sent ‘‘East”, that is, to Russia.
Extermination camps were yet unknown in those days in
Theriesenstadt.

Suddenly children arrived, hungry, dressed in rags,
and wet from the rain. The children were in a terrible con-
dition. The older children led the younger children. Right
after their arrival, the children were islolated from the
other inmates in the camp. Only doctors, nurses, and
functionaries had access to the children. The children were
frightened, and did not trust anyone.

The first one who paid with his life because of the
Bialystoker children, was Epstein, the camp elder of
Theriesenstadt. The Germans sentenced him to death be-
cause he supposedly revealed ‘‘secrets” about the children.
Epstein’s death, who was loved by everyone in the camp,
caused everyone to shudder. It must be said to the credit of
the Czechoslovakian Jews, that in the short period of time
that the children were in Theriesenstadt the children im-
proved; they received better food, looked more secure, and
became more settled. They also trusted their supervisors
more. It happened quite often that Jews gave up their own
portion of bread in favor of the children.

But this idyllic situation did not last long. Talk was
heard of leaving Theriesenstadt and going to a neutral
country. The ‘‘neutral land” was supposedly, Turkey.
Actually, however, the children were being prepared for
transport. About 50 persons from the Theriesenstadt camp,
mostly Czech Jews - doctors and nurses : were supposed to
accompany the children. Everyone was certain that free-
dom was approaching. But this ‘‘freedom” ended on Yom
Kippur, 1943, in the gas chambers of Auschwitz. Thus
were the precious Jewish Bialystoker children murdered by
the Nazis.

r
BUY AND HELP US

PUBLICIZE THE GREAT
NEW BIALYSTOKER

l MEMORIAL BOOK
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i THE TRAGIC LOT OF THE BIALYSTOKER CHILDREN

i' By DR. TUVIA CITRON Tel Aviv, Israel 3 o 5

In the Ghetto Theriesenstadt, and their

death in Auschwitz

(In memory of my beloved Lucia, who was murdered
by the Germans on Nov. 8, 1943).

1983, about the death of the Bialystoker children, I

consider it my responsibility to offer more facts that
I know, for having received a decree from the Bialystoker
Jewish Council, I devoted myself to the children at that
time, during those first difficult days, when those precious
children were torn from their parents.

The tragedy of about 2,000 children, age 4-10, who
were torn from the hands of their parents, and were led
through several countries in Europe and finally gassed,
represents perhaps the most inhuman act of all perpetrated
against the Jews during World War II.

In general, the facts gathered by Meyer Levin and
Hannah Greenfeld are accurate. Their report tells only of
what happened in Bialystok, which led to their being taken
from their parents, and why they were brought to
Theriesenstadt. I shall therefore follow the facts
chronologically, just as they occurred. This will give the
reader the ability to follow the occurrences himself.

It was on Tuesday August 17, 1943, when the
Bialystoker ghetto was in flames. Hundreds of dead Jews
were in the streets.After those who had risen in the ghetto
had lost their leaders, they spread out in small groups
throughout the entire ghetto; they were fighting for their
lives. The Germans felt insecure, and they engaged the
services of Ukrainians and White Russian police. In the
difficult situation that then existed in the ghetto, there sud-
denly appeared Frau Barash, in the company of officers of
the Jewish Council. She brought me an order from the
Council - she was the wife of the Chairman of the Council
- that I should leave the hospital and devote myself entirely
to receiving the 2,000 children , age 4-10, who will soon
be brought from the gathering place outside of the ghetto.

The children were selected by the SS,'I was told, and
we were ordered that they must be well cared for. They
must look well, because they were to be exchanged for
German or other prisoners of war. And ultimately the chil-
dren will be brought to Israel. ‘‘These are very fortunate
children,” some consoled themselves. Personally, I did not
believe that the children were fortunate, for I had no faith
in the promises of the Germans. In my eyes, the taking of
the children from their parents was a violation in itself.

With the help of 20-30 men and women, I started the
work. We emptied out the building of the Polish ‘‘Shien-
kevich Gymnasium”, which was located opposite the
““Toz” hospital. We worked for a few hours and prepared
everything. Soon the children arrived. The children had
walked part of the way. They were paired off, and accom-
panied by women who were assigned to them at the

S ince I read in the Bialystoker Stimme, of Passover

gathering place. Right afterwards, the women were sent
back to the gathering place.

We did not know exactly how many children there
were. No one had told us the number of children, and in
the great chaos it was impossible to count them. Finally
the chldren were ‘‘organized”, 30-40 to a room. They
were put to bed on mattresses, blankets, or whatever was
at hand. In the evening, the chief of the Bialystoker Ges-
tapo arrived, Fridel, accompanied by his assistant Dibus.
Fridel sent for me, and told me that these children were
“‘his”, which meant that they were to be well cared for,
because they were going to be exchanged for German citi-
zens who were in Palestine.

Personally, I did not believe Fridel. But, ‘‘a drowning
person grasps at a straw”’, and in our bitter situation a little
hope was also a lot. With great difficulty we arranged to
obtain liquids for the children, as well as saucers with
kashe. The older children helped us to care for the younger
ones. Soon we were to learn how much the word of the
Germans was worth, in relation to the Jews.

That same evening the Germans in the watch-towers
that were located on ‘“Tzerkve Platz” outside of the ghetto,
began to shoot into the ghetto and into the building where
the children were. Many children were wounded. There
were also dead children. The bullets went into the win-
dows of the building, hitting the children who were stand-
ing at the windows. I recall how a youngster, 10 years of
age, was struck by a bullet in the head, and became
blinded. He begged me to help him. I comforted him and
told him that everything will be alright, and that he will
see again. I recall another incident that occurred with the
grandson of the Bialystoker rabbi, Reb Mayer’ke; the son
of his son, Reb Shmuel Shedrovitzki. He was a lad of
about four, with blond sideburns.The child knew me be-
cause his mother had been a patient of mine.

When the boy saw me, he broke out in spasmodic
weeping, and asked me: ‘“Where is my mother, and where
is my father?” What will I do without them?” I had tears in
my eyes. Seeing all those children around me, in their
troubled, doubtful situation; seeing their sad glances as
though seeking my help, my heart ached in this hopeless
situation about the fate of these Jewish children.

On August 19, 1943, the entire situation changed. On
Barash’s command, Dr. Katzenelson, a member of the
Jewish Council, was appointed to take my place. He had
been a Councilman in the city Municipality, and was in
charge of the Department of Health. Frau Barash took over
the supervision of the children, together with him. Mrs.
Sprung, the secretary of the Jewish Council, was also as-
signed to the transport of the children, and a few other
women whom I did not know. Among them were also two
medics from the surgical section, Bernstein and Montzash.
I was returned to the ghetto hospital, in the ‘‘Toz” build-
ing. There was a great deal to do there for the wounded, as
a result of the shooting by the Hitlerites.
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basement. A new four-story elevator will be installed, and
the linoleum laid by Phelps Dodge will be removed, and
the hardwood will be restored. Also, the ‘‘less than plush”
large fluorescent light fixtures will be replaced.

Gary Goldberg & Co. will use about 7,000 square
feet itself, moving from its current headquarters, now
leased on Rte 59 in Spring Valley. Born in the Bronx, and
raised on 106th St. in Manhattan, Goldberg founded the
company in the orange ‘‘pumpkin building” at 151 S.
Main St. in New York City, moving to Spring Valley in
1975. The move to Suffern, will take place in April, 1984.

““My desire started to grow as I thought about what I
could do with the property, and how my business would
increase as a result of owning it, because clients would be
attracted by the prestige,” Goldberg explained. ‘‘Another
important reason is the tremendous surge of economic op-
portunity I see developing in Rockland County in the next
five years. I see Suffern capturing an enormous part of
that, with the railroad station and exits on the Thruway,”
he said.

Phelps Dodge began by asking $2% million for Mon-
tebello when they put it on the market in November, 1982.
Goldberg looked at it then, and decided to wait. When
Spring Valley real estate broker Joseph Halfon informed
him that the corporation would be willing to consider a
lower price, Goldberg made an offer. He had been looking
around Rockland for either land or a building, but the more
he hought about Montebello, the more attractive it looked.
To him it was much more attractive and interesting than
just another new modern office building. Goldberg runs a
successful financial planning service in Spring Valley,
with about 4,000 clients, with annual incomes from about
$25,000 to $6 million.

We wish Gary Goldberg great success in all his un-
dertakings. My he grow from strength to strength. We take
great pride in him and all his wonderful achievements.

) ) ) ) ) ) ) ) ) ) ) ) ) ) s ) o)

MAZAL TOV ON 75th BIRTHDAY

Heartiest Mazal Tov to ABE GORDON of Miami,
Florida on the celebration of his 75th birthday. Abe served
as Vice Chairman of our Board of Directors for a number
of years, and is still a loyal member and supporter of our
institution. He recently came to New York to attend a
celebration arranged by his son Larry, in honor of the oc-
casion.

A hearty Mazal Tov to our good friend NORMAN
NATOWITZ now residing in Tucson, Arizona, who is also
celebrating his 75th birthday. His brother Naftoli recently
came all the way from Norway to join his brother in
marking the important milestone in his life.

In behalf of the officers and members of the Bialys-
toker Center and Home for the Aged, we extend our war-
mest congratulations to both of the above named gentle-
men, and we wish them many happy returns of the day.

Become Members of the
Bialystoker Center and
Home for The Aged
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MR. ARTHUR TARLOWE WRITES

Dear Mr. Rybal,

Our last trip to Israel in October 1983 was a memora-
ble one in many ways. Since we moved to California in
November 1981, we have missed attending the meetings
and functions at the Bialystoker Center. It was indeed
heartwarming to be so warmly greeted by you and Mollie
at the Plaza Hotel In Tel Aviv.

As I mentioned, our grandson Billy (Zev) Gould had
joined the IDF in October 1983, and to his credit, has al-
ready earned two ‘‘stripes”. Prior to his induction, as is
customary in Israel, he was tendered a party by his family
and friends. He left, feeling the love and warmth of

g ' b :
Billy Gould and Arthur Tarlowe in Israel
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everyone present. Needless to say, we are very proud of
him. We even got to see him before returning home.

Our children, Don and Sherril (Tarlowe) Gould have
been fortunate in finally acquiring a permanent resi-
dence...an apartment in Tel Aviv. This is no small ac-
complishment. Renting a house or apartment in Israel
places you in limbo; you never know when the owner will
decide to evict you or raise the rent. ]

Our daughter Sherril, who is now a member of the
official Israel Painters and Sculptors Association has been
chosen to exhibit two of her paintings (out of 50 chosen) at
the forthcoming art exhibit in Tel Aviv. She is beginning
to gain recognition for the unique style and quality of her
work. It is expected that she will soon have some of her
work available for sale at the Jewish Museum on Fifth Av-
enue in New York.

Our grandson Michael is at present banquet manager
at the Copley-Plaza Hotel in Boston. So... we indeed have
reason to be proud of our children and grandchildren.

With fond regards from my wife Ethel, and myself to
all, and the hope to see you again soon, I am

Sincerely,

M. Arthur Tarlowe
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Suffern County’s historic ‘‘Montebello” mansion,
built by millionaire Thomas Fortune Ryan at the turn of the
century, has been purchased by Gary Goldberg, who stems
from Bialystok. Gary’s parents, David J. and Rose
Goldberg, have been among the most ardent supporters of

our institution for several decades. His father served as

Gary Goldberg
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FINANCIER GARY GOLDBERG ACQUIRES g
HISTORIC ‘“MONTEBELLO’> MANSION %
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Chairman of our Board of Directors for 23 years. His
mother, Rose, is the daughter of the late Philip Rosenthal,

- who was the first President of the Bialystoker Center and

Home for the Aged. Her mother, Mamie Rosenthal, was a
Vice President of our Ladies Auxiliary. Rose herself is
presently serving as an Honorary Vice President of our in-
stitution. Gary used to attend meetings together with his
parents.

Gary, who lives nearby the aristocratic mansion,
bought the property himself, not through his company, for
$1.6 million. He plans to spend another $600,000 to reno-
vate the 44 room brick house, turning it into a prestigious
office building for his own Spring Valley company, of the
same name, as well as for tenants such as lawyers, ac-
countants, etc.

Montebello was a broken-windowed derelict when
Phelps-Dodge bought it, after it had sat vacant from 1944
to 1951. The Ryan family lost interest in it, after the bitter
disputes following Ryan’s second marriage — 12 days
after Ida Barry Ryan’s death in 1917. Phelps Dodge, the
New York City headquartered mining company paid
$57,500 for the house and 28 acres in 1952. They put it on
the market in late 1982, after having used it for offices and
file storage for 30 years.

‘‘Montebello Park”, as Golberg will call it, “‘will re-
tain the class and character of yesteryear”, Goldberg said,
“‘but adding a youthful vitality.” His plans for the 34,000
square foot house, now being developed by West Nyack
architect Karl Hess, call for enclosing the front porch with
glass, and building a spiral staircase from the porch to the

The 44 room mansion, built by Thomas Fortune Ryan in Suffern at the turn of the century, carried a $1.6 million pricetag.
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MY IMPRESSIONS OF THE BIALYSTOKER

CENTER’S WELCOME

emerged a happy and healthy man, to tell my story to

the Bialystoker. As readers of the Bialystoker
Stimme, you will recall that in past issues there appeared a
column titled the ‘Latest Developments in the Benjamin Lach
Case. I am happy to state to you now that through the
steadfast support that I received from Mr. Izaak Rybal and
Mr. Sam Solasz, and the Bialystoker, I am ready to resume
life as a productive citizen.

For many years it was my fervent wish to see the
Bialystoker Home of the Aged at 228 East Broadway, in New
York. I wanted to see the people behind that great institution
so that I may have the chance to thank them personally for
their support and encouragement to me and my family. Often
Mr. Rybal and I would communicate by mail and discuss the
possibilities of my visiting the Bialystoker landsleit. It was
Mr. Rybal, most of all, who spearheaded efforts to win my
freedom from the beginning.

Following all efforts that were made, the Texas officials
finally were convinced that I must be released. I was given
my freedom unconditionally on the morning of October 28,
1983. My first act as a free man was to board a plane and fly
to Massachusetts, to see my family. The long years in Texas
suddenly dissipated and melted in thin air. It was due to the
great support I received from my family and friends of the
Bialystoker that I survived in that Texas mire, a true disaster
for me and my family.

When I reached my home, I contacted Mr. Rybal and
Mr. Solasz. They were ecstatic to hear of my new status as a
free man. They set up a special date with me, so that a party
would be held to welcome me home.

On November 17, 1983, at approximately 5 P.M., I
entered the great hall of the Bialystoker Center and Home
with my parents, Herman and Lucy Lach, and my brother and
sister-in-law, Drs. Elliot and Tammy Lach. Right there and
then I received a very warm reception. On the stage’s back
wall was a sign reading, ‘“Welcome Home, Benjamin Lach.”
More followed...

In the hall were ten tables with eight seats each. The
occasion was most festive, and amidst the splendor I found
myself to be the focus of attention. As I shook hands with the
Bialystoker, I noted with great joy the closeness the people
were manifesting among themselves. I was proud to be a
Bialystoker. It was wonderful to converse with everyone in
Yiddish.

A very delicious dinner was served, followed by speak-
ers who described the evening’s purpose. First there were
brief speeches about the institution’s internal affairs.

The Chairman, Mr. Sol Krim, announced that we will
now approach the main objective of the evening - to welcome
Mr. Benjamin Lach. He called upon Mr. Izaak Rybal to
introduce me - the guest of honor. Mr. Rybal recalled the
early days when he first made contact with me. He called me
to the platform, and when I approached the speaker’s stand,
the audience responded excitedly. I will treasure forever the
joy I experienced, the love and concern poured out to me by
the Bialystoker. The simcha was evident on all the faces in

!- fter fifteen years and seven months of confinement, I

by BENJAMIN LACH =
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Standing, left to right: Dr. Tammy Lach, Eva Sacks, Rubin Bindler,
William Sacks. Seated, left to right: Dr. Elliot Lach, Herman Lach,
Benjamin Lach, Lucy Lach
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the room. Following brief introductions I was asked to ad-
dress the audience.

The happy moment had arrived. I was able to face the
Bialystoker and thank them for their long-standing devotion.
I briefly recounted what happened... what the present holds
and what I hope to achieve in the future.

I am a firm believer that ‘no man is an island unto
himself...° Mankind is one great family in the universe.
Together we stand strong! With the support I have from the
Bialystoker I am confident that I will succeed.

In my portion of the program, I emphasized the impor-
tance of my involvement in the Bialystoker community. I
also suggested that the past should remain forgotten, and that
from now on I would concentrate on the present and the
future. I could see by the nods of the heads of the people in the
audience that my words were well received.

My brother Elliot was the next speaker. Although he did
not expect to be called upon to speak, he spoke words worth
diamonds. His description of the family cohesiveness and the
love I had from the Bialystoker family touched me with great
impact. Although my brother is my junior by over a decade,
he has the wisdom of a man twice his age. I am truly fortunate
to be surrounded by such a loving family.

Soon after I arrived with my family at the Bialystoker
Center and Home for the Aged, I knew that I indeed belonged
to that beautiful family. Now it was time for me and my
family to return home.

Since that special occasion, I have come to recognize
how precious life is. I am eager to start a new life, and look
forward to the opportunity to resume my identity as a Jew.

I will welcome your comments and thoughts. I am sure
that you will want to hear of my progress, etc. I will be
pleased to hear from you and answer your kind cards and
letters.
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BIALYSTOKER SAM AND LILLIAN SHABOTSKY

FOUNDERS OF CAMP LAKOTA 54 YEARS AGO

E asked Abe and Theodore Shabot, the sons of the
W late Sam and Lillian Shabotsky, to give us a brief
history of the beginnings and development of

Camp Lakota, in the Catskills.

To review the beginnings of the camp, we would have to
go back more than 50 years, to the early 30’s, when Sam
Shabotsky decided to take a rest for a few weeks, and spend
them with his wife at the camp where their children were
spending the summer as campers.

Sam was highly impressed by the camp, the children
there, the program, and the breath-taking natural setting. It
was a far cry from the dismal environment of the factory,
manufacturing ladies’ suits and coats, and the bustle of the
teeming city.

The following year he was approached, and easily pre-
vailed upon to invest in the summer camp that he had visited -
Camp Lakota. Sam and his wife easily made the transition,

and thus became the first Bialystoker to enter the camping
field.

Camp Lakota grew with the years into an elaborate
operation, with campers of all ages, 5 to 16, with many of the
boys and girls remaining beyond their childhood years, to
assume positions at the camp, and continuing the warm
relationships that were initiated at the camp.

Cary Berman, of our Bialystoker Bermans, today points
with pride at his grandfather Al and his father Barry, both of
whom spent their youthful years at Camp Lakota. Located on
Masten Lake in the Catskills, a beautiful lake in upstate New
York, the waterfront is an éxpansive mixture of docks and
rafts, rowboats and canoes, motorboats and waterskis, and a
delightful sandy beach worthy of a seaside. Campers are
swimmers and waterskiers, and enjoy rowing, canoeing and
fishing in a rare natural setting.

The facilities at the camp are also very impressive:

professional tennis courts, with lights that turn on at night;
basketball courts and baseball diamonds; soccer fields and

volleyball courts, all designed to provide superior facilities
ana highly enjoyable activities.

There are also indoor facilities for an elaborate arts and
crafts program, extensive nature activity, a darkroom for the
photography program, and a computer room with computers
to teach the latest developments in this area of technology.

There is a playhouse and a serious program of drama,
dance and music.

The camp has a gymnastic pavilion, classes in fencing,
in judo, and the martial arts; in wrestling and weight-lifting,
and for indoor hockey. Also popular with the campers are the
rifle range and archery range. There is a tutor on the staff, for
campers seeking academic assistance while they are at camp.

Campers as well as staff members come from all over
the United States, from foreign countries, as well as from the
tri-state area.

Bialystoker have always played an important role at the
camp. From David Sohn in the early days of the Home, to
Izaak Rybal and Sam Solasz in recent years. The Goldberg
and Rosenthal families, the Berman and Fischer families, the
Aidaks and Winston family; the Wein family and the Hal-
perns, the Jaffes and the Gordon family, the Herman family
and the Mines, Carlinsky, Blum and Smith families, and
many others - all touched base at this camp.

At the close of the camping season every year, it has
been the traditional practice of the owners of Camp Lakota to
contact all of their vendors and associates, to gather sizeable
sums of money as contributions to our great institution.

We are very proud of the fact that the second generation,
Abe Shabot and his brother Theodore, are continuing in the
example set by their illustrious parents. They, too, remember
the Bialystoker Center at the end of every camping season,
and we gratefully receive generous contributions every year.

The Bialystoker Center and Home extends best wishes
to the Shabot family, that they should continue in the best of
health and great success, to develop boys and girls who will
be a source of pride to their parents, families and friends.

ence, was conducted accompanied by appropriate excerpts
from the modern Haggadah, with songs, dances, and reci-
tations, which were presented by the students of the I.L.
Peretz School, as well as invited artists. Max Ratner was
honored very warmly as an expression of high recognition
of him as a great friend of Yiddish and Yiddish culture, as
well as a great supporter and well known beloved worker
in Jewish life and for the State of Israel.
In his response on accepting the honor, Max Ratner
. spoke very warmly about the Yiddish language and Yid-
dish culture. He stressed that the Yiddish folklore had al-
ways been, and will continue to be, a great force in the life
of our people. This has always been an important bridge of
cohesiveness for Jews everywhere, in their dispersion in all
parts of the world.
Max Ratner expressed deep satisfaction about the fact
that he was reared in a warm Jewish home by his parents

in Bialystok.This spiritual heritage he guards zealously
though many decades have passed since those days. Mr.
Ratner also spoke very warmly of the Jewish Bialystok of
old which had written such a wonderful chapter in the his-
tory of east European Jewry. He praised in particular the
Bialystoker leaders and workers in New York for publish-
ing the great monumental Memorial Book.

In conclusion, the honored Max Ratner ended with a
call to strengthen and to continue to support the Yiddish
language and culture, which represent a great spiritual tre-
asure of the Jewish people. Mr. Ratner ended his impres-
sive address by quoting from a poem called, ‘*We will not
Forget”, by Hannah Bushel-Soloff:

Night is falling
The weavers are coming
From deep holes.
With woeful screams are silent.
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The great assembly of people listened with great
interest to the impressive address delivered by Max Ratner,
who spoke in Yiddish and in English. He gave a wonderful
description of the new monumental Bialystoker Memorial
Book, and spoke about the Jewish Bialystok in general. In
his address Mr. Ratner went back several decades in his
childhood, about his precious Jewish Bialystok of old,
which was destroyed in such a gruesome manner by the
Nazi murderers, together with six million Jews of Poland
and eastern Europe.

Many years ago, declared Max Ratner, when he was
still a young lad, he participated in a presentation in the
Schule in Bialystok. At that time he recited a poem in
Hebrew, written by the famous poet Jacob Cohen, which
he still remembers to this day. The poem follows:

O Lord who hides himself,]

shall pray to you, hear my

prayer.
Command me; whatever you
will demand, I am here.
Only show me your face.
But ‘‘No man shall see me
and live.”

Only shed your light upon me
for a brief moment.

And I shall plunge into it
as a bird, and be consumed.

On the morning following that Chanukah celebration,
Max Ratner related, his entire family left Bialystok for
America. That was in the year 1906. And now, so many
years later, and also before Chanukah, we are marking the
publication of the great monumental Bialystoker Memorial
Book. 1t is also most fitting that the celebration of such an
important event is being conducted by the Jewish Book
Committee of the Jewish Community Center in Cleveland.

It would be a mistake to believe, Max Ratner con-
tinued, that the new Bialystoker Memorial Book should be
of interest to Bialystoker Jews only. The book should be
important to everyone in Jewish life. This is especially true
of the Yiddish section of the book, which was edited by
the well known Yiddish writer, I. Shmulewitz. He is an
unusual writer, who expresses everything in his writings in
a most heartfelt and folksy manner.

Also non-Bialystoker Jews are able to find in this
Memorial Book important writings and portrayals which
bring out and symbolize Jewish life in pre-war Europe in
general. The reader finds much interesting material about
Jewish life, from the Middle Ages until the terrible Jewish
Destruction under Hitler.

And now Max Ratner described in a most interesting
manner, the former Jewish life in Bialystok, which was
also well known in Russia,Poland, Lithuania, and other
places. This was the center of Jewish culture, economic
development, religious life, communal political life, etc.
The Jews of Bialystok have always shown that Jews are
able to create and develop a self-contained, rich spiritual
life, though surrounded by hostile forces and great dif-
ficulties. Regardless of the fact that at various times the
Jews of Bialystok were limited in their rights, - as were the
Jews in other places — the Bialystoker Jews nevertheless
wrote a brilliant chapter of creativity and exaltation.

The Jews of Bialystok were also among the first to
create Zionist pioneering groups for Israel, though Zionism
was not yet officially established. This was also true of the
Jewish labor movement, with the religious groups, etc.
Mr.Ratner proceeded to reveal some interesting facts con-
cerning the various synagogues, elementary schools, and
educational institutions which the Jews of Bialystok had.
He pointed to his own youth as a personal example, how
his brothers and sisters were able to obtain a suitable edu-
cation.

Mr. Ratner also referred to the many great Jewish
personalities which the Jewish Bialystok produced. Among
them were intellectuals, writers, pedagogues, political
leaders, etc. Bialystok was, prior to the gruesome Hitler
period, an interwoven important Jewish community. This
was true of all the Jews of Europe. Unfortunately, this was
all destroyed by Hitler. Until the outbreak of World War
I1, there was a general population in Bialystok of 91,000,
of which 60,000 were Jews. Today Bialystok has 268,000
inhabitants, with only 7 lonely Jews left. Max Ratner also
told of his visit to Bialystok when he visited Poland in
1967. He saw how the local Jews and Jewish life there had
been destroyed. It made a shattering impression upon him.
He will never forget it.

The great Bialystoker Memorial Book , Max Ratner
concluded, is a new, modern Haggadah of our time, as
well as of the generations of the Middle Ages in eastern
Europe. It is a source of knowledge and learning about
those older days in Jewish life which continues as a golden
thread into our own times. Our promise to remember, and
our resolve to carry it over into future generations, has
been realized in a worthy manner, and is woven into the
new, great Bialystoker Memorial Book. ‘I therefore ap-
peal to all of you,” concluded Mr,Max Ratner,” to obtain
a copy of the new Bialystoker Memorial Book, for your-
selves as well as for your children.”

The Jewish Bialystok which all of us knew, is gone,
added Mr. Ratner. But in all parts of the world where Jews
live, there are also Bialystoker who carry with dignity the
great spiritual heritage of the old home.

History has in a large measure answered my prayer
that T had offered at the Chanukah celebration decades
ago.” Mr. Ratner concluded with pride. We now have an
independant Jewish State after 2,000 years of dispersion
and galut-life. The people of Israel lives! The Jewish
homeland was built by Jews who lived in ghettos of
Europe.. Among the builders of the Jewish Homeland, the
Bialystoker pioneers and chalutzim-Jews occupy a promi-
nent place. The foundation and spiritual heritage that keeps
us together and upholds us, is unity - ‘‘achdut” - which we
must always guard loyally.”

MAX RATNER IS HONORED AT THE
THIRD SEDER OF THE ARBEITER RING

Our prominent Bialystoker landsman and well known
worker for the State of Israel and all Jewish interests, Max
Ratner, was honored in an impressive manner at the annual
traditional Third Seder of the I.L. Peretz Schools of the
Arbeiter Ring in Cleveland. The warm celebration was
conducted on Sunday April 3, 1983, under the chairman-
ship of Esther Schachner. :

The celebration, which was attended by a huge audi-
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CLEVELAND JEWISH COMMUNITY CENTER HONORS

BIALYSTOKER MEMORIAL BOOK

MAX RATNER DELIVERS EVALUATION
OF THIS MONUMENTAL WORK

HE Jewish Community Center in Cleveland, Ohio,

I which is located at 3505 Mayfield Road, is well

known for its variegated and multifarious ac-

tivities. These result in an enlivening of, and a devotion to

Judaism by the local Jewry. No wonder, then, that this

Center has earned for itself an enviable reputation, far and
wide.

Among the various important activities conducted by
the Cleveland Jewish Community Center, is ‘‘Jewish Book
Month”, which is always celebrated with great success.
Thanks for this is due to the group of lovers of the Jewish
book and Judaism, who are active in it. There is a special
Book Committee for the purpose of marking ‘‘Jewish
Book Month” every year.

Also at the end of last year, from November 11, 1982
to Dec. 11, 1982, the Book Committee organized various
activities dedicated to the glorification of the Jewish book,
which were highly successful. On these occasions a
number of prominent personalities were presented who
gave their views on various Jewish books. Also various
artistic readings, singing, etc. were presented. It should be
mentioned that at the head of all this stood the tireless
Louis Bialosky.

On Sunday morning, December 5, 1982, the meeting
was dedicated to the great Bialystoker Memorial Book ,
which was .published by the Bialystoker Center in New
York. At this impressive gathering, which was sponsored
by the Arbeiter Ring in Cleveland, the main speaker was
the prominent and worthy Bialystoker landsman, Max
Ratner. Mr. Ratner, who is well known in Cleveland for
his many-faceted activities in the communal, cultural,
philanthropic, and economic fields, delivered an analytic
and full-hearted evaluation of the new monumental
Bialystoker Memorial Book .

It should be emphasized, incidentally, that Max
Ratner was one of the chief initiators, and truly the main
force in the preparation and publication of the Bialystoker
Memorial Book. To this very day Mr. Ratner is closely
associated and personally greatly devoted to the Bialys-
toker Center and Home for the Aged on the old Lower East
Side of New York.

The chairman of this festive meeting, Mr. Louis
Bialosky, gave an appropriate evaluation of Mr. Max
Ratner and his family. He also gave a full report of the
activities of the Book Committee of the Cleveland Fewish
Community Center. These activities, he said, are aimed at
increasing and strengthening the influence of the Jewish
book, in our time, and in future generations.

In speaking of Max Ratner and his family, the chair-
man lauded the Ratners highly. He emphasized that al-
though the family had left Bialystok many years ago, they
never lost their deeply rooted devotion to Judaism, to Yid-
dish, and to the Jewish people. We must be proud of such

by S. ARONSON
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Max Ratner

people as Max Ratner and his family. Thanks to such
people many difficulties in Jewish life are easily over-
come, for which we should all be thankful.

The chairman also gave an evaluation of the old’
Jewish Bialystok, where there existed a deeply rooted and
well established Jewish community. Bialystok had always
produced various famous Jewish personalties. In Bialystok
the famous ‘‘Habimah” was created. From there the first
idealistic chalutzim emerged, who went to Israel to help
build the Jewish homeland. Bialystok produced many
Jewish personalities who helped at all times to enrich
spiritually not only the lives of the Jews in Bialystok, but
also everywhere.

A very important and prominent couple, among the
Jewish families that stem from Bialystok, were Moshe and
Peshe Ratner, hardy Jewish folkspeople, who brought into
the world seven fine children,whom they reared to respect
and love Judaism and the Jewish people, and to benefit
mankind in general. The seven children of Moshe and
Peshe Ratner are: Charles, Leonard, Dora, Harry, Iran,
Fannie, and Max. Max Ratner is now well known, not
only in the Jewish life of Cleveland, and in America in
general, but also in the State of Israel, where he demands
great respect on the part of everyone. He is a tireless
worker in helping the Jewish state economically, both per-
sonally, with his industrial developments, as well as help-
ing Israel on several levels in its economic relationship
with other countries.

The chairman also spoke with great warmth about
Max Ratner’s wife Betty, who is a great lover of art. She
ties this in with the State of Israel as well as with the
American world of art.

Max and Betty Ratner have reared their four sons in
the best possible fashion, and are a great source of pride
to their parents as well as to everyone who knows them.
““All of us”, the chairman concluded, ‘‘owe a debt of
gratitude to Max Ratner and his wife Betty, for all that
they are doing for us.”
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GEORGE CHAPLIN, CHIEF EDITOR OF HONOLULU

NEWSPAPER IS A BIALYSTOKER

The editor-in-chief of an influential newspaper in
Honolulu, Hawaii, is a gentleman named George
Chaplin. Some times ago, our generous benefactor
Max Ratner received the following letter.

Dear Max:

It was extremely thoughtful of you and Irving Bernstein
to send me a copy of the Bialystok Memorial Book. 1 have had
time thus far only to skim out, but it is on my bedside table
and I shall read it in detail as soon as I get the chance.

My father came from Bialystok around 1906-07 as a boy
of about 14. (At Ellis Island ‘‘zey hubben upkeschnitten” the
‘‘ski” from Chaplinski). He worked in the shoe factories in
the Boston area (Lynn, Chelsea, Haverhill), then met and
married my mother-to-be who was working in a sewing plant
on the East Side. (She was changing to a job at the Triangle
Shirtwaist Company and was to report on the day of the tragic
fire, but fortunately had a cold and stayed home).

My parents then lived for the rest of their lives in
South Carolina, mostly in Columbia (where my dad had a
boyhood friend from Bialystok, Max Citron), but later in
Greenville, where they died a dozen years ago, within
months of each other, in their ‘80’s. I miss them greatly.

Warmest aloha,
George Chaplin
Editor in Chief

BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH OF
GEORGE CHAPLIN

George Chaplin, editor-in-chief and a vice-president
of The Honolulu Advertiser, was born in South Carolina
and educated at Clemson University and Harvard Univer-
sity, where he was a Neiman Fellow.

He was a reporter and city editor in South Carolina, a
managing editor in New Jersey and California, and an
editor in New Orleans before joining The Honolulu Ad-
vertiser in late 1958, shortly before Statehood.

He had earlier come to Hawaii in uniform in World
War II, established and was the first editor and officer in
charge of The Stars & Stripes, the armed forces news-
paper, in the Pacific. He left service as a captain.

Chaplin was president of the American Society of
Newspaper Editors in 1976-77, serving as spokesman for
the daily newspaper editors of the United States and host-
ing the organization’s 1977 convention in Hawaii, featur-
ing an Asia/Pacific program.

He has won a number of national prizes, including
two John Hancock awards for reporting on U.S. - Japan
economic relations and an Overseas Press Club citation for
articles on Japan and the People’s Republic of China.

Chaplin is active in the International Press Institute

(IPI) and has attended all six Japan - U.S. Editors’ Semi-
nars conducted by IPI and Nihon Shinbun Kyokai. He was
a member of the U.S. delegation to the Shimoda Confer-
ence in 1977. And he is chairman of the American media
committee of the Japan - U.S. Conference on Cultural and
Educational Interchange (CULCON).

In 1970 he conceived and chaired the Governor’s
Conference on The Year 2000; co-chaired with Herbert
Cornuelle of Dillingham the Alternative Economic Futures
for Hawaii project; is active in the Goals for Hawaii pro-
gram co-chaired by John Bellinger;and co-edited the book
HAWAII 2000 (University Press of Hawaii). He is a
member of the World Future Society.

Chaplin is completing a term as Alternate U.S. Dele-
gate to the South Pacific Commission.

He has traveled widely in the pacific and Asia, West-
ern and Eastern Europe, Latin America and parts of Africa
and the Middle East.

In 1980, he was appointed to the Board of Governors
of the East-West Center by Governor George R. Ariyoshi.
He also serves as chairman of a recently named Governor’s
Advisory Committee on Foreign Language and Interna-
tional Studies.

Chaplin is active in community life and serves on a
number of civic board of directors. His wife, Esta Sol-
omon, stems from Charleston, South Carolina. They were
married by not one, not two, but three rabbonim, so their
marriage has lasted thus far for 46 years. He and Mrs.
Chaplin have a son who is a U.S. career foreign service
officer, and a daughter, a public relations counsellor.

We, of the Bialystoker Center and Home for the

. Aged, are indeed proud to have such a man as George

Chaplin as ‘‘one of us”. His prominence and achievements
reflect honor and glory upon all of us. Mr. Chaplin, on his
part, never misses an opportunity to relate himself to his
roots - to our beloved city of Bialystok, and all that it
represented. That makes us doubly proud.

We wish George Chaplin great success in all his fu-
ture endeavors. And may he continue to give us further
reason to bask in his glory.

BUY AND HELP US
PUBLICIZE THE GREAT
NEW BIALYSTOKER
MEMORIAL BOOK
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I am pleased to have this opportunity to introduce my-
self to the landsleit and supporters of the Bialystoker Center
and Home for the Aged, and to take a few moments to
become acquainted.

I am Myra Bailin, and have been associated with the
facility since October, 1983. Among my qualifications for
the position of Administrator of the Home, are twelve years
of diversified experience in long-term care - a background
which provided me with an unusual overview of both patient
and institutional needs. I have been involved directly with
patient care, as well as with financial management and ad-
ministration.

The institutions with which I have been associated are
noted for fine quality. Possibly my contribution was in part
responsible for the level of care maintained; but at the same

1913 NN

Myra Bailin

time, I learned and benefited from such exposure. Since I
assumed the positon of Administrator of the Bialystoker
Center and Home for the Aged, I have been in a position to
appreciate the high standards that the Center and Home has
set for itself, and therefore understand why it is so acclaimed.
I fully realize that the reputation enjoyed by the institution,
which is non-profit, results from the concerted efforts of
highly concerned individuals - members of our Board of
Governors and Board of Directors, and members and friends
- who willingly contribute their time, effort, and financial
support.

I'am very pleased to state that all department heads in the
institution set a fine example for their personnel - a staff that
consider their job not simply a means of earning a livelihood,
but who are dedicated to helping those who cannot help
themselves.

I would like to thank the committee that selected me for
the position of Administrator for having sufficient faith to
recommend me; also the Board of Governors, for approving
the recommendation and engaging me. The staff and resi-
dents of the Bialystoker Center and Home have been most
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kind in accepting me as a part of the family here. Itis amazing
how comfortable I already feel in the short time that I have
served as the Administrator of this institution.

My initial impression of the facility is that it is a very
special place, where the main concern of everyone is to keep
all our residents safe, comfortable, and content. In my
capacity as Administrator, I shall attempt to do everything
possible to improve both the facility and the quality of the
care it provides.

When I accepted the position of Administrator, I did so
in the belief that I could make a positive contribution to the
institution. The definition of quality in the health care field is
in the process of change. Therefore we must continue to
evaluate our present position and to determine how it can be
improved. Certainly my role should include offering direc-
tion and challenge for growth in order to produce even greater
satisfaction for those who live here, as well as those who
work here. Even more basic, however, is my mandate to
nurture and preserve those existing characteristics, the tradi-
tions and procedures of the Bialystoker Center and Home,
that make it the special place that it is. I take very seriously
the responsibility to care for the residents in our charge, to see
that they receive the finest care that we can give.

Since the last issue of the Stimme was published, there
has been another personnel change here at the nursing home
that should be brought to your attention. Eva Jarvis, an
enthusiastic young lady, who seems truly sensitive to our
patients’ needs, has joined our staff as a social worker. Sonia
Essin, who retired after ten years of service, will be missed
by both patients and staff. We wish her well.

My husband and two sons join me in wishing everyone a
happy and healthful Passover.
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RUBIN BINDLER’S TRADITION OF
“SHABBAT HAGODOL” BIRTHDAY

Rubin Bindler, the worthy Honorary President of the
Bialystoker Center and Home for the Aged, has observed a
fine tradition for many years. Since Mr. Bindler’s birthday
falls on Shabbat Hagodol, he always remembers generously
the Bialystoker institution, where he is held in great esteem
by everyone.

In connection with his birthday on Shabbat Hagodol,
Mr. Bindler conducts every year at that time a successful
collection of funds in behalf of the Bialystoker Center and
Home for the Aged. In this endeavor he receives great help
from his close relatives, as well as from his many friends who
respect him highly. By making contributions to the great,
important, and useful Bialystoker institution, his many
friends and relatives also show their great love and respect for
Mr. Rubin Bindler.

Rubin Bindler, who is one of the founders and builders
of this institution, has been loyal and active in the affairs of
the Bialystoker Center for more than half a century.

We wish our worthy Honorary President many more
years of good health, success in his personal life, and naches
from his entire family.
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IT FELT ALMOST LIKE HOME...

by DR. LUBA KRUGMAN GURDUS =

N a sunny November afternoon, scores of guests
O filled the Manhattan apartment of Jack and Luba

Gurdus. Cordially greeted by the hosts, they
spread out in the spacious premises enjoying drinks and
hors d’oeuvres and seeking out friends and acquaintances.
Most of them knew each other from previous occasions. It
was, after all, the ninth Annual Gathering of the Netzer
Foundation, established for the benefit of Israeli children
with emotional difficulties.

The atmosphere was festive and charged with emo-
tion. Amidst expectation and excitement, the hosts wel-
comed every new arrival. Exhilaration mounted when it
became apparent that quite a few unexpected guests
showed up for the occasion. It proved that the drawing
force was Eva Gryngauz, from Israel (b. Zylberblatt),
Luba’s close friend from Bialystok. Visiting New York,
she decided to attend the gathering and her presence
brought together a number of Netzer patrons hailing from
their hometown. Among them was Niuta Shalev (b.
Chentow), Dora Warick (b. Barenboim), Molly Rybal (b.
Goldberg) and Izaak Rybal (Rybalowski). The latter, Gen-
eral Secretary of the Bialystoker Home for the Aged, is a
leader in charitable work. He and his wife Molly, are totally
devoted to the needs of the Bialystoker Center but also find
time for other charities, particularly, those closely linked to
Israel. Not unlike the Rybals, most survivors from Bialystok
insist on continuing the charitable tradition of their
hometown. They proudly preserve this noble legacy. There is
no doubt that their background influenced the course of their
lives, regardless of changed circumstances. The same spirit
which nurtured them during the formative years also influ-
enced the choice of ideals and aspirations in later life. Many
distinguish themselves in their communities and support

toker Jew who had served as a partisan fighter against the
Nazis. This Jew, who had escaped from the Nazis, was
stranded right after the war in a distant Polish city, where he
is living with his family to this day. He was wounded during
the war, and is unable to work. Until recently, this Jew was
separated from his fellow Jews, from Judaism, and from his
Bialystoker landsleit. Only in recent years has he been reun-
ited with his past, thanks to the Bialystoker Stimme and the
Bialystoker Memorial Book which he has received. All of
this was described in the letter that was read by Mr.
Shmulewitz, which the gathering heard with great interest.

At the conclusion of the meeting of the Board of Direc-
tors, the audience heard a brief address by Mr. Abe Mintz.
Mr. Mintz summarized the significance of the meeting that
night, and he noted that though he himself is not a Bialystoker
— he is a Kobriner, married to Dwora, a Bialystoker — he
nevertheless can well appreciate the fine work that is done by
the Bialystoker Center. He expressed great pride in his role as
a vice president of such an important institution as the
Bialystoker Center and Home for the Aged.

The meeting closed on a very high level. Everyone left
very enthused and encouraged for the future work that is to be
done for the Bialystoker Center and Home for the Aged.

Jewish causes, especially when approached by old friends,
like Luba Gurdus (b. Krugman), heading the Netzer Founda-
tion.

During the years of her tenure as president, Luba was
ably assisted by the officers of the Foundation, including
her husband Jack and Mrs. Amalia Lance, vice presidents,
as well as a former vice-president, the late Abe Weinstein.
They succeeded in attracting to the Foundation a large
following, mainly from the ranks of personal friends and
acquaintances. In its ninth year of existence, the Founda-
tion has supporters in every corner of the globe. Obvi-
ously, the largest contingent is found in the United States
and includes many first- and second-generation survivors.
The growing membership contains quite a few friends
hailing from Bialystok. In addition to those mentioned
above there is Molly’s sister, Diana Medvedev, Dora Piec-
zenik (b. Janowski), Joel Jablonski, and Jack Stein, to
name just a few. Also assisting the Foundation is Luba’s
family from Bialystok who immigrated to the United States
before WWII.

The influence of Netzer reaches all continents, even
Australia, where Luba’s school friend, Dora Grynberg (b.
Serlin), assisted by her husband, Oscar, heads an energetic
drive. Thanks to their efforts, many Australians, some
hailing from Bialystok, have joined the Foundation in the
last years. Others, like Marek Hirshorn, have been with it
since its inception, while Lonia Lew joined it in 1983,
after a visit to New York. For most members the link with
this charitable organization is another expression of their
general support for Israel and a source of immense inner
satisfaction and pride.

Once a year Netzer members residing in New York
gather for an Annual Luncheon which features a varied
program, including guest speakers, recitals and vocal pre-
sentations. So far it took place in the Gurdus’ apartment
which is decorated for the occasion with art and craft
works of uncommonly gifted Netzer children. This year’s
November, gathering was not only well attended, but very
successful. It was also most gratifying to Luba’s friends
from Bialystok who used the occasion for a chat, imbued
with strange magic and nostalgia. The place felt warm and
friendly, it felt like home... Among the old friends, a
word, a glance, a smile revived the common past and
flooded the mind with once-familiar sites and once-familiar
faces. All seemed relevant and heartwarming. Simple
words brought to life fleeting moments of old happiness
with parents and brothers and sisters, with teachers and
school friends... They revived the memories of a distant
past in a once-flourishing community, lost with all those
dear to us whose inspiration still guides our lives and
whose love still stays within us. :

BUY AND HELP US PUBLICIZE
THE NEW BIALYSTOKER
MEMORIAL BOOK
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WARM WELCOME FOR THE RELEASED BENJAMIN LACH
AT THE BIALYSTOKER CENTER IN NEW YORK

...........................................................................................................................

N Thursday evening, November 17, 1983, an im-
O portant meeting of the Board of Directors of the

Bialystoker Center and Home for the Aged took
place, chaired by Mr. Sol Krim, Chairman of the Board. This
meeting, at which important matters for the institution were
considered and reports heard, had a special character.

This was due to the fact that present at the meeting was
Mr. Benjamin Lach, a son of our Bialystoker landsleit, who
had been freed from prison several days earlier, after having
served a portion of his term, on a sentence resulting from a
charge in connection with a murder that had taken place on
the campus where he was a student. Also in attendance at this
meeting, together with Benjamin Lach, were his parents, his
brother, Dr. Elliot Lach, and his wife, also a doctor.

At the behest of the young Lach’s parents, a ‘Benjamin
Lach Committee‘ was formed, at the Bialystok Center, to
make the necessary investigation in order to prove Lach’s
innocence, and to free him from prison. Throughout all these
years, the Bialystoker Center made many attempts to bring
the desired results. For this purpose, a special committee was
formed, consisting of Izaak Rybal, Harry Feinberg, and
Rabbi Lowell S. Kronick, who flew twice to the prison in
Huntsville, Texas, about 70 miles from Houston, to visit the
sentenced Benjamin Lach, as well as the local authorities, to
ask them to intervene and to free him.

Finally, all those efforts and indefatigable attempts
brought positive results. After having spent some time in
prison, Lach was freed. As soon as he emerged a free man, he
immediately contacted his family and asked his mother to
phone Mr. Izaak Rybal, the General Secretary of the Bialys-
toker Center and Home for the Aged, to tell him the good
news. The liberated Lach also expressed a desire to come
from Boston to the Bialystoker Center in New York in order
to thank the leaders of the institution for their efforts in his
behalf all that time, which led ultimately to his release.

This enthusiastic meeting of the Board of Directors,
where everyone enjoyed a delicious meal, was attended by
the leaders and active members of the Bialystoker Center and
Home for the Aged. Several prominent invited guests were
also present. Benjamin Lach, his parents, his brother, Dr.
Elliot Lach and his wife, sat at a special table.

Sol Krim, Chairman of the Board of Directors, first
called upon Mr. Sam Solasz, president, for his report. Mr.
Solasz reported on the most recent trip to Israel, undertaken
by him and his group, in October, 1983. Mr. Solasz de-
scribed the projects that the group had selected: the dining
room on Har Gilo near Jerusalem, the operating suite in the
Tel Ha’Shomer Hospital in Tel Aviv, and the ambulance in
Afula.

Sam Solasz also introduced the new administrator, Mrs.
Myra Bailin. Mrs. Bailin spoke briefly, describing some of
her background and experience. She expressed great satis-
faction at working for our institution which, she said, was
very close to her heart.

Then Mr. Mike Kremer spoke of his impressions in

Israel, some of the places they visited, and the projects that
they had selected. “We should all be proud of our achieve-
ments‘, Mr. Kremer said. He also described his reactions to
the world-wide gathering in Jerusalem of the partisans and
fighters against Nazis, in which the representatives of the
Bialystoker Center and Home also participated.

Mr. Izaak Rybal then described, with emotional tones,
in a very moving address, how the Bialystoker Center made
such great efforts for many years to bring about the release of
Benjamin Lach. Mr. Rybal also told of his trips to distant
Texas, and his efforts with the powers-that-be, to bring about
the release of the young Benjamin Lach. The final release of
the innocent young Lach, said Mr. Rybal, is the joy of every
Bialystoker. It is as if it happened to a close member of our
own family.

Then Benjamin Lach spoke, and the entire audience
listened intently to his words. He described sixteen years of
suffering in prison, though innocent, and how he was con-
stantly in contact with the Bialystoker Center in New York.
This relationship, he said, his receiving warm correspon-
dence, filled him with encouragement, gave him a great deal
of strength and patience to withstand the difficult times.

Benjamin Lach also stated that during the past sixteen
years he did not simply serve his time in prison. He devoted
himself to his studies and education, and earned several
academic degrees in various fields of study. Obviously that
will be highly useful to him in his new life. While in prison,
the young Lach studied and received a degree in chemistry,
business administration, and others. He was also the editor of
the prison newspaper, The Echo, and received several
awards in journalism.

In conclusion, Benjamin Lach expressed his warm
thanks to the officers of the Bialystoker Center, especially
Mr. Sam Solasz and Mr. Izaak Rybal, for the moral support
and other help that was given to him until he was freed. He
said that he appreciates it greatly , and will never forget it.

His brother, Dr. Elliot Lach, also spoke, in behalf of the
entire family. He described all that his parents, he and his
wife, his sister and her family, experienced all the time that
Benjamin Lach was incarcerated. When Benjamin Lach was
released, the entire family was enlivened and renewed. They
too appreciate greatly all the endeavors made by the Bialys-
toker Center that brought such good results. It should be
noted that Benjamin Lach was born in 1944, at the end- of
WW 11, when his parents in Bialystok miraculously escaped
from the Nazis.

At the same meeting of the Board of Directors, Mr. 1.
Shmulewitz, the well known Yiddish writer and editor of the
Bialystoker Memorial Book, also spoke. He pointed out that
the Bialystoker Center makes important contributions not
only to the State of Israel and other worthy causes, but to
deserving individuals as well. Most paradigmatic of all is the
successful effort made by the Bialystoker Center in behalf of
Benjamin Lach.

Mr. Shmulewitz also read a letter written by a Bialys-
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As it is written in another place in this issue of the When they visited the Tel Ha’Shomer Hospital on
Bialystoker Stimme, in the special article written by Sunday morning, October 9, 1983 following the warm
Izaak Rybal, the group of members of the Bialystoker reception received by the group, everyone expressed
Center, on their recent trip to Israel, visited the great great satisfaction at what they saw. Before leaving,
Tel Ha’Shomer Hospital in Tel Aviv, where the Mrs. Molly Rybal approached Dr. Moshe Modai, the
Bialystoker Center in New York and the Grodner associate Director of the great hospital, and asked him
friends presented important and vital gifts. whether the hospital was in need of anything in par-

ticular, which they considered essential.

Dr. Modai replied that the hospital was in need of
a special X-Ray machine. Now they had to move the
old machines from one place to another, which wasted
much time. Also, a new machine would be of great
benefit to the patients.

Upon hearing this, Molly Rybal immediately
consulted with her husband, Izaak, and they decided at
once to contribute the sum of $20,000 to purchase the
required machine. Dr. Modai announced this to the
entire group, and everyone expressed great satisfaction
and gratitude to Molly and Izaak Rybal for their won-
derful and useful gift.
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(Following are excerpts from a letter sent by Dr. Moshe Modai,
resulting from his visit to the Bialystoker Center.)

It was an unforgettable day for me when I had the
opportunity to visit the Bialystoker Center and Home for the
Aged, at 228 East Broadway, in New York. I learned a great
deal, and had an extraordinary experience, which will remain
in my mind for a long time.

It never occurred to me that a group like the Bialystoker
should undertake and support through the years such a dif-
ficult project as maintaining such a fine home for the elderly.
But when I saw the loyalty and devotion of my good friends
Sam Solasz and Izaak Rybal, and their co-workers, my
astonishment disappeared. It aroused great admiration in me
for them and their friends.

This represents yet another symbol and strong sign of
the great Jewish secret, which causes us as a people to
support a Jewish State, regardless of all the terrible disasters,
wars, and tragedies which we Jews suffer. It is this
strengthening and helping one another with a smile,
whenever necessary. If not for this, we would be in great
trouble and indecision.

The new, Modern X-ray machine that Molly and Izaak Rybal
contributed to the Tel Ha’Shomer Hospital I thank all of you, my good friends, Bialystoker and
PNDIN 1IN YIND DN PTWRN MYTDPY PIIWTIND P11 0T Grodner Jews, for making it possible for me to be proud of ‘

HNVIBW MWD SN TIX VIPIVWYINA 13RN TPONNINDT you, and to feel as a part of you. May God bless all of you, for
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happy. Then we went to the Medical Center, named for
Rose and Sam Solasz. Here also everything is conducted in
a highly modern and efficient manner, which is so impor-
tant for the citizens of Kfar Tabor and its environs.

Mayor Goldman also took us to see the new museum,
where there are many important things which tell about the
founding and development of Kfar Tabor from 1905 to this
day. Finally, Mayor Goldman invited us all to a fine re-
staurant in Kfar Tabor, where we enjoyed a good meal.
We also had a friendly exchange of ideas. The mayor
thanked the leaders of the Bialystoker Center for building
these' two important institutions in Kfar Tabor, as well as
for all their support. Brief talks were also given by Sam
Solasz, Izaak Rybal, Charles Feigenblatt, and David Solar.
The group raised a sum of money, which was presented to
Mayor Goldman for Kfar Tabor. :

On the way back to Tel Aviv, Mayor Micha Goldman
took us to a factory where they produce pitas, blintzes, and
similar items. Then Mr. Goldman bid us farewell, and we
expressed mutual good wishes. Late that evening we ar-
rived at the Plaza Hotel in Tel Aviv, to rest and to begin to
prepare for our trip to Italy, which was to begin the fol-
lowing morning.

In Italy —

On Tuesday morning, October 12, after having spent
ten days in Israel, we left for Rome. Upon arriving at the
airfield there, we were met by representatives of the travel
bureau that arranged our trip. We were taken to one of the
most beautiful hotels in Rome.

We were very sorry that our good friends Mike and
Anna Kremer were not with us when we left Tel Aviv for
Rome. It happened that one day prior to our leaving, Mike
Kremer did not feel well. So he and his wife remained in
Tel Aviv. Mike was taken to the Tel Ha’'Shomer Hospital,
where he received the finest treatment. Dr. Modai in par-
ticular took a special interest in Mr. Kremer. The Kremers
later flew to New York by themselves.

In Rome, we were visited by Max Schaub, the man-
ager of the Beachharbour Hotel in Miami Beach. He had
previously arranged to meet with Mike Kremer and his
wife. Mr. Schaub and his wife were with us during the few
days that we spent in Rome, and they joined us in visiting
various places.

Also, in Rome, as in Tel Aviv, we had a special
mini-bus at our disposal. During the five days in Italy, we
visited several important and interesting places, which are
located in Italy’s capital. We also visited Florence, Trivoli
Gardens, and other places.

The greatest impression of all was made upon us
when we visited the old Jewish Ghetto in Rome, as well as
our visit to the great synagogue there. We talked there with
some Jewish leaders, who described to us the suffering and
destruction of the Jews in Rome during World War II, and
how some of the Jews were able to escape. Some Italians
" had shown friendship to the Jews.

In general, the trip, first in Israel and then Italy, was a
great success, as it was in our earlier trip. We wete all
satisfied, and appreciated it greatly. On Sunday morning,
October 16, we flew from Rome to New York — and
home again!

Arthur Taﬂowe, center, at his meehng wtth Izéak Rs}bél an
at the Plaza Hotel in Tel Aviv
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Meetings with landsleit in Israel:

During my last visit to the State of Israel, with the group
of leaders of the Bialystoker Center, I also met with a number
of Bialystoker landsleit, from different cities and countries,
who also were in Israel at the same time. Among those were:

Sioma Neijman, of Mexico; Tevel Pruzanski and his
wife, from Australia; Mike Brisker, of Los Angeles, Avram
Shepes and his wife, from Australia; M. Atlosovich and his
wife, who live in Israel; Joseph and Neshke Dobryman, of
Chicago, and others.

During my visits with these landsleit, we spent our time
in a very homey fashion. We also had interesting discussions
among us. I was happy to find that all the landsleit showed
great interest in our Bialystoker Center and Home for the
Aged in New York. they were interested in hearing about our
activities. And at our parting, many gave me generous con-
tributions for our institution, and promised to continue to
support our Center and Home for the Aged in the future. All
of them asked us to convey their best regards to everyone in
our popular institution, which is well known everywhere.

Thanks and Acknowledgement —

I would like to take this opportunity to express my
thanks and deep appreciation to all those who participated
in our tour to Israel and Italy; for the warm friendship and
unusual closeness which everyone in the group showed to
one another. This surely helped make a great success of
the trip. I would also like to express a hearty thanks to
Mrs. Rivke Rosenthal, the energetic owner and director of
the well known ‘‘Max Rosenthal Travel Bureau”, for the
wonderful manner in which she organized the entire tour. I
wish to state that Mrs. Rosenthal always shows the greatest
efficiency and most favorable conditions in organizing and
conducting the tours of our Bialystoker Center.

Become Members of the Bialystoker Center
and Home for The Aged




April, 1984

BIALYSTOKER STIMME b

The operating suite in the name of the Bialystoker Center and Grodner
Friends in the Tel He’Shomer Hospital
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because he had to leave the country on an important mis-
sion. Prof. Shani left us, through Dr. Modai, his sincerest
gratitude for our contributions to the hospital through the
Bialystoker Center in New York.

After visiting the various sections of the hospital, our
group was led to the special area where the great modern
Cat Scan machine is located, for which we had purchased
two discs. Mrs. Rose Solasz and Mrs. Molly Rybal un-
veiled a special plaque in this section which bore an in-
scription in Hebrew and English, in large letters, that these
two vital discs were presented by the Bialystoker Center
and Home for the Aged in New York, and the Club of
Grodner Friends.

A similar large inscription is found also at the entr-
ance of the building where the operating suite is located,
with its four sections, which hangs in a prominent place.
While standing there, we happened to meet a famous doc-
tor from Tel Ha’Shomer, Dr. Sachar. It turned out thathe is a
descendent of the well known Suchowolski family of
Bialystok, which emigrated to Israel some years ago. We had
a friendly conversation with our worthy landsman. He was
also happy to meet us.

Then Dr. Modai invited us to join him at lunch in a
special area in the Tel Ha’Shomer Hospital which is re-
served for guests. A delicious meal was served, and the
following delivered brief talks: Sam Solasz, Izaak Rybal,
Mike Kremer, Charles Feigenblatt, I. Shmulewitz, and
Shoshana Shaham. In their talks they all expressed great
admiration for hospital, and promised continued support
for that great institution.

Dr. Moshe Modai spoke last. He described briefly
how the Tel Ha’Shomer Hospital is conducted, and its
achievements. He also thanked the Bialystoker Center and
Grodner Friends for the warmth and support that they are
giving to the hospital.

We all bid Dr. Modai and his staff a fond farewell,
and we promised that in addition to what the Bialystoker

Center has already given to the hospital, we would contri-
bute another $15,000. This promise has already been kept
in a grand manner when Dr. Modai came to New York two
weeks later, after our visit to Israel. This is reported in
another section of this issue.

In Afula and Kfar Tabor —

On Monday morning, October 10, our group left to
visit Kfar Tabor and Afula. It is well known that the
Bialystoker Center and Club of Grodner Friends had also
sent a fully equipped ambulance to Afula. For this we had
contributed the sum of $25,000, which was a part of the
general Bialystoker Emergency Israel Campaign. In Kfar
Tabor we took care of a number of matters, in the Izaak
and Molly Day Camp for Children, whose mothers have to
go to work, and the modern Medical Center, in the name
of Sam and Rose Solasz.

Along the entire way, wherever we travelled with our
mini-bus in Galilee, we were amazed by the beautifully
tended and blossoming fields, with fine roads everywhere,
homes, industries, and various projects, all built with
Jewish efforts and sweat.

In Afula, we went directly to the local hospital, and

In front of the Bialystoker-Grodner ambulance, near the hospital in Afula.
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were fortunate to find our ambulance, which happened to
bring in patients. We were told that in Afula, where our
ambulance serves the population, there are also many
Arabs, Even the Arabs, as well as the local Jews, know
how to value and to be grateful to the Bialystoker Center
and club of Grodner Friends in New York for that vital and
useful gift.

When we arrived in Kfar Tabor, we found the mayor,
Micha Goldman, and his staff, waiting for us. The mayor
welcomed us very warmly and showed us around the city
and all its institutions. It should be noted that Kfar Tabor
has recently developed tremendously, with new homes,
beautiful roads, and various projects. All of this is due to
the great effort of Micha Goldman.

Of course, we also visited the Izaak and Molly Rybal
Day Care Center, with its wonderful children, and we de-
rived great joy there. Molly and I presented the children
with a special radio and cassette player as a gift, with
which the children and the people in charge were very
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The newly built imposing synagogue in Jerusalem
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destruction of the Jews at the hands of the Nazis, and the
rise of the State of Israel. In general, the evening left a
deep impression on all present. That evening, a brief ad-
dress was also delivered in English and Yiddish, by Ben-
jamin Meed, in behalf of all the delegates from all over the
world.

On our way to Jerusalem, we stopped at an imposing
monument, called ‘“The Megillah of Fire” done by the
famous artist Nathan Rappaport. By means of this piece of
art, the artist tells the history of the Jewish people, from
the days of the destruction of the Temple in Jerusalem, the
destruction of Jewry by Hitler, and the rise of the State of
Israel.

That morning we also visited the newly built
synagogue in Jerusalem, which was dedicated to the six
million Jews who perished under the Nazis. The
synagogue, which has 1,000 seats for men, and 700 seats
for women, leaves an unforgettable impression.

We then went to the Hilton Hotel, where we dined,
and listened to a symposium conducted by the World-Wide
Gathering of Partisans. That evening we went to the clos-
ing session at the Western Wall, as we have already noted.

In Kiryat Bialystok

On Saturday night, October 8th, as on Friday, we
went to Kiryat Bialystok. A warm welcome was given to
our group from New York. A large group of Bialystoker
landsleit, and friends arrived. The speakers reviewed all

the achievements of our visit, and plans were indicated for
future cooperation between the Bialystoker Center in New
York and the landsleit in Israel. Mr. Popilsky served as
Chairman of the evening.

During this festive evening we heard from Zalman
Yerushalmi, Zvi Klementynovski, Koppel Lev, Shoshana
Shaham, Sam Solasz, myself, Mike Kremer, Moshe Einat,
and others. Important reports were heard. The main thurst
was, that everything possible should be done to work to-
gether, which will be for everyone’s benefit. Among the
guests that evening were also: Mrs. Eva Greengaus, from
South Africa, with her sister Mrs. Yetta Shmush. Also, the
students of the school in Yahud presented a program of
song, dance, and music. The evening left a strong impres-
sion on everyone.

Our Visit to Tel Ha’Shomer

On Sunday morning, October 9, our group left to visit
the great Tel Ha’Shomer Hospital, which is near Tel Aviv.
As we have already noted in a previous issue of the
Bialystoker Stimme, of erev Rosh Hashanah, no. 333, we
gave that hospital $25,000 for the purchase of two discs
for their Cat Scan machine, which was so vital for the
hospital.

We also made a special contribution, so that a great
operating suite should bear the name of the Bialystoker
Center in New York, and Grodner Friends. It should be
noted once again that all of these contributions are part of
the Bialystoker Emergency Israel Campaign that we had
conducted, to raise the sum of $100,000.

When we arrived in our mini-bus at Tel Ha’Shomer,
Dr. Moshe Modai the Associate Director of the great, im-
portant hospital and his staff were already waiting for us.
Our group was shown the various sections which truly
amazed us. Everything is conducted in the most modern
medical fashion to heal the soldiers of the Israeli army, and
their families. They also showed us a film of how that
great, modern hospital is conducted. Unfortunately, Dr.
Mordecai Shani, the Director of the hospital, was absent,

Students of the Gymnasium in Yahud, in their dance-program at the
welcoming of the guests in the hall in Kiryat Bialystok.
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growth everywhere; a new life blossoming everywhere.
We also went by Hebron, and other places. Everywhere
one saw new beautiful homes. The Arab inhabitants there
also have new, modern cars, about which they were not
even able to dream prior to 1967.

Travelling on the road near Hebron, we saw newly

built Yishuvim (settlements) built recently by young men.

and women. We conversed with them, and found that there
is a new type of young idealist, from different lands, who
are building their beautiful, peaceful homes in the new
sections that Israel had taken over since Six day War of
1967.

Then we travelled on the road to Beersheba, the old
city of Father Abraham, which has grown and developed
in recent years. Finally we entered the new beautiful city
of Arad, which is on the border of Jordan. Also there we
saw that rapid growth and development have taken place in
recent years. Arad is a beatiful little city where people
from Israel and other countries come for healing. We were
amazed at what Jewish hands and energy were able to ac-
complish in such a short time.

After spending a short time in Arad, our group con-
tinued to-travel over the unending roads of the Negev. We

Mike and Anna Kremer on the Masada Fortress
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viewed everything with pride, until we arrived in the
evening at Masada. That Tuesday evening, a magnificent
program of ‘light, word, and music”, was presented under
the auspices of the World Gathering of Partisans. Together
with thousands of others. who came that evening to
Masada, our group also viewed with awe the highly impre-
ssive program showing how the last Jews in Masada con-
ducted their final battle against the Romans two thousand
years ago. Late at night that Tuesday we returned to the
Plaza Hotel in Tel Aviv. The following day was a day of
rest for all those in our group.

With the Bialystoker Landsleit

Being in Israel this time, as is usually the case when
we come for a visit, we had a number of meetings and
gatherings with our Bilystokers landsleit. And, as usual, we

dealt also this time with issues of mutual interest for the
benefit of Bialystoker.

On Wednesday evening, October Sth, we had a
meeting in the Plaza Hotel. From our group, Sam Solasz
and I, and others participated. From the group of Bialys-
toker in Israel, the participants were: Zalman Yerushalmi,
Zvi Klementynovski, Koppel Lev, Michael Flicker,
Shoshana Shaham, and Moshe Einat. We discussed a
number of subjects that were of interest to Bialystoker
everywhere, but particularly we talked about Kiryat
Bialystok. We also discussed the various decisions that had
been made regarding the new make-up of the ‘‘Kiryat
Bialystok Foundation”.

The next day, Thursday morning, our group left for
Jerusalem. On the way we stopped at Cholon, and went to
the cemetery there. That morning a memorial service was
held at the grave of the untimely deceased beloved land-
sman, Leibel Efron, together with the family of the de-
ceased. This was shortly after they had risen from Shiva.
The memorial was brief, but very impressive. Our group,
as well as other landsleit, and friends from Israel, expres-
sed their grief over the great loss.

Friday morning, October 7, we set out for Kiryat
Bialystok and the general area of Yahud. We were greeted
very warmly by the leaders of Kiryat Bialystok, as well as
by the mayor of Yahud and his party. With us was also
Shoshana Shaham, the young lawyer, the daughter of our
good landsman Shlomo Garber. Friends Flicker, Lev, and
others showed our group around, and showed us all the
various institutions, such as the school for children of the
area, the kindergarten, the ‘‘ort” school, the large Center,
the synagogue, and other places.

We were all very impressed by what we saw. We
were also very happy to see that Kiryat Bialystok had been
cleaned up, as the mayor of Yahud had promised it would
be. Then mayor of Yahud, Saadia Chatucha, invited us all
to a fine local restaurant. There several brief but impres-
sive talks were given. The speakers were: Sam Solasz, the
writer, Zalman Yerushalmi, the mayor of Yahud, I.
Shmulewitz, Charles Feigenblatt, and others. Mrs. Shaham
translated the talks from English and Yiddish to Hebrew,
for the mayor and his party.

At the end, Sam Solasz presented the mayor of Yahud
with a copy of the newly published Bialystoker Memorial
Book, with an appropriate inscription. The mayor thanked
us with moving words, and presented us, in turn, with a
photo album of Jerusalem, and a sculpture called, ‘‘Licht
Benchen”. The members of our group left with an elevated
spirit, with thanks for the hospitality, and with good
wishes for mutual positive cooperation. Zvi Klemen-
tynovski arrived just before the meeting ended.

At the End of the World-Wide Gathering

As we have already noted, on Thursday morning Oc-
tober 6, one day prior to our being welcomed to Kiryat
Bialystok, we left Tel Aviv for Jerusalem. On the evening
of that day, the closing ceremony of the World-Wide
Gathering of Partisans and Fighters againt the Nazis in
World War II, took place at the Western Wall.

Several prominent Israeli personalities came forth
with brief addresses. Also, a program of readings was pre-
sented, and pieces by orchestra and choir, describing the
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flower-wreath in Yad Va’Shem, and Sam Gruber, who
spoke at the great symposium at the Hilton Hotel, and
others.

But we need not try to hide the fact that this world
gathering of Jewish partisans and fighters against the Nazis
did not have the desirable effect that was expected. First, it
failed to bring forth the expected reaction among the Is-
raelis themselves. The Israeli press, radio, and television
did not give it the place that it deserved. Also, the Jews in
Israel, which included many survivors of the Holocaust,
did not show sufficient interest in the gathering. It is very
difficult to say why it was so. But it must serve as a good
lesson for the future. Let us hope that such gatherings in
the future will be different.

Our Contributions to Israel

On our present trip to the State of Israel, when we vis-
ited the various places where the Bialystoker Center in
New York created and established important projects, we
were convinced once again of the great importance of our
institutuion in its readiness to support our Jewish Home-
land.

Regardless of the fact that we are constantly con-
ducting the business of the Home for the Aged, a Home
with a heart and soul, and regardless of the fact that the
Bialystoker Center conducts many activities aimed at our
landsleit in America and all over the world, we also bring
important assistance to the State of Israel. We should also
remember that our Center publishes, twice a year, the im-
portant journal, the ‘‘Bialystoker Stimme”, which requires
a great deal of effort and expenditure of money. A short
time ago we also published the monumental Bialystoker
Memorial Book, which has received great acclaim since its
appearance.

Regardless of all that, the Bialystoker Center, to-
gether with the Grodner Friends, constantly conduct neces-
sary support-work for Israel. Whenever we come to Israel
on a visit, we are able to witness all of the achievements
that our support makes possible. And our hearts are filled
with pride and plans for future projects. This was also true
of our trip to Israel, in October 1983.

On Har Gilo in Jerusalem

Monday October 3rd, we spent almost the entire day
on Har Gilo and its environs, which are spread atop the
highest mountains surrounding Jerusalem, in a most won-
derful way. We went there to visit, on Har Gilo, a won-
derfully built Center for Israeli soldiers, which is con-
ducted by the ‘‘Agudah Le’'maan Ha’Chayal be’Yisroel”.
This organization in Israel has similar centers in various
parts of the land. In these institutions the Israeli soldier is
helped to study, rest, enjoy recreation, etc.

When Sam Solasz and I visited that Center on Har
Gilo in May 1983, accompanied by General Chaim Granit,
we decided at that time that the Bialystoker Center in New
York and the Club of Grodner Friends should adopt the
great dining hall at this recreational Center. This means
that the great modern dining hall should bear the name of
the Bialystoker Center in New York and Club of Grodner
Friends. For this purpose we gave a certain sum of money,

Molly and Izaak Rybal, and Rose Solasz, in the dining hall at Mt. Gilo
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which was part of the special Bialystoker emergency Israel
Campaign.

And now we went there to dedicate a suitable plaque
with an appropriate inscription in Hebrew and English,
which was installed in this dining hall. We travelled from
the Plaza Hotel in Tel Aviv, accompanied by Mrs. Pauli
Lebowitz, Deputy Director of the ‘‘Agudah Le’maan
Ha’chayal be’Yisroal.”When we arrived at the place, we
were greeted very warmly by the leaders of the Center.

Mrs. Lebowitz, as well as Menachem Ziment, the
Director of the Center, greeted us warmly and thanked us
for the important contribution that our Bialystoker Center
had made. Then a young officer of the Israeli army gave us
some vital information about the facility. Finally, Sam
Solasz, Mike Kremer and I spoke. We expressed our deep
satisfaction that the name of the Bialystoker Center and
Grodner Friends has been perpetuated in such a worthy
place, in the great Center for Israeli soldiers, on the high
mountains surrounding Jerusalem.

That same Monday afternoon our group left for the
Hilton Hotel in Jerusalem, where we participated in the
opening of the world-wide gathering of the partisans. And
in the evening of that same day, we all went to Yad
Ve’Shem, where we took part in the opening program of
the world-wide gathering.

The Beauty of the Country

Tuesday morning, October 4th, we left Tel Aviv, once
again for Jerusalem. That morning our group participated in
an important gathering at Yad Ve’Shem. We laid flower-
wreaths at the monument in memory of the heroes of the
Warsaw ghetto fighters. Afterwards we also participated in
the ceremony of the laying of the cornerstone of the ‘‘Valley
of the Destroyed Communities of Eastern Europe” which is
being built near Yad Va’Shem.

Then we went to a camp of Druses by the name of
‘‘Mishkenot Ha’Roim”, where we had a delicious fish
meal. The place there is surrounded by a magnificent view
of Jerusalem. From the restaurant we went to Bethlehem.
Everywhere we were surrounded by blossoming fields.
Until 1967, when Israel took over those places, they were
nothing but abandoned places of waste. Now there is
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A Double Obijective:

UR most recent trip to the State of Israel, which
O ended with a visit to Italy as well, had a double

objective. Our Bialystoker returned very happy
and satisfied, as they usually are when they return from an
organized trip to Israel or elsewhere.

First we flew to Israel to participate in the world-wide
gathering of former Jewish partisans and fighters against
the Nazis in World War II, which was held in Jerusalem in
early October, 1983. As it is well known, members of the
Bialystoker Center had participated in two previous
gatherings of survivors: in June 1981, in Jerusalem, and in
April 1983, in Washington, D.C.

Second, our group went to Israel this time to witness
and experience the completion of various important pro-
jects which were recently created in great institutions there
with the help of the Bialystoker Center in New York. I
must report that everything we saw brought us great pride
and joy. These projects, which now carry the name of the
Bialystoker Center in New York and the Club of Grodner
Friends, were selected by me and Sam Solasz, the presi-
dent of our institution, when we had been in Israel a short
time earlier about these projects.

I would like to reiterate that these projects which were
recently established in Israel, and which we now visited,
were the consequence of the Emergency Israel Campaign
which the Bialystoker Center conducted, to raise the sum
of $100,000 in the year 1982-1983. It was also a result of
the visit that our president Sam Solasz made to Israel in the
summer of 1982, when Israel launched its ‘‘Shalom Galil”
incursion into Lebanon.

In this most recent visit of the Bialystoker Center in
Israel and Italy, the following participated: Sam and Rose
Solasz, Izaak and Molly Rybal, Mike and Anna Kremer,
Sidney and Regina Sisun, Charles and Raya Feigenblatt,
David and Lilly Solar, and Gene and Joy Rosenberg. Later
several other couples joined us on our trips to all the
places. They came to Israel on their own. They were: Max
and Fanya Mishkoff, of Miami Beach, I. Shmulewitz and
his wife Miriam, Abraham and Rivka Shepes from Au-
stralia, and Mrs. Shoshe Shaham, a well known Israeli
lawyer, born in Kiryat Bialystok, whose husband Aryeh is
also a well known lawyer. Mrs. Shaham represents the
Bialystoker Center in New York in the committee of ten
persons who are in charge of all matters concerning the
“‘Kiryat Bialystok Foundation.”

| OUR TRIP TO ISRAEL AND ITALY

A R N . by IZAAK RYBAL

—~y —

Pride and Disappointment

Our group flew out of New York in an El Al plane,
on Saturday night October 2, 1983. We arrived at the BEN
GURION airport near Tel Aviv, the following day, Sun-
day, at about 6:00 P.M. We were met by a delegation con-
sisting of representatives of Kiryat Bialystok, the ‘‘Agudah
Le’maan Ha’Chayal be’Yisroel”, for whom we had estab-
lished a project on Har Gilo, near Jerusalem, and from the
Tel Ha’Shomer Hospital in Tel Aviv. We went directly to
the Plaza Hotel in Tel Aviv, where we settled down in
good order. Late that evening we were visited by our good
friend Zvi Klementynovski, with whom we had a warm
conversation.

The following day, on Monday morning, we went to
Jerusalem to visit the Western Wall, as is customary for
Jews to do when they come to visit their homeland. Then
we went to participate in the world-wide gathering of the
fighters against the Nazis, which was held from Monday
October 3 to Thursday October 6. In the free time that we
had between sessions, we went to visit the projects of the
Bialystoker Center and Grodner Friends, as well as other
important places.

With regard to the world gathering, we joined them,
together with all other delegates from various countries, at
all meetings at Yad Ve’Shem, at the Wesern Wall, at
Masada, at the Hilton Hotel in Jerusalem, and other
places. I wish to state here that our group of Bialystoker
and Grodner landsleit was prominently visible everywhere
at this gathering. In general it must be said that the world
gathering of fighters against the Nazis had a very impres-
sive program. All of us who participated were most proud
to be among the thousands of former Jewish fighters, who
showed such great courage and heroism against the Nazis
in World War II. It was also a great honor for us to be
present at the various sessions and to hear highly impres-
sive addresses given by such Israeli leaders as Premier Yit-
zhak Shamir, President Chaim Herzog, Defense Minister
Moshe Arens, Welfare Minister Dov Shilansky, the head
of Yad Ve’Shem, Yitzhak Arad, and others. It was also
good to hear the addresses made by the representatives of
the Holocaust Survivors in America, Benjamin Meed, who
spoke at the Western Wall at the close of the gathering, Eli
Zborovski, who conducted the ceremony at the laying of
the cornerstone at Yad Va’Shem of the ‘‘Valley of the De-
stroyed Communities in Eastern Europe”, Shlomo Zins-
tein, who gave a short address at the laying of the
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SOL ZIM

I'd like to share with my many friends and listeners how this
record of “JEWISH MEMORIES" became a reality. Each song on
this album has a very special meaning for me. | have always
bridged the generation gap by blending the PAST with the
FUTURE. | sincerely hope that this album of JEWISH MEM-
ORIES serves as a LINK between memories of the past and
hope for a stronger future.

My father, CANTOR SAMUEL ZIMELMAN z"1, dedicated
his entire life to all things Jewish. In his blessed memory, | wrote
“PA PA." “PA PA” recalls my life from childhood through
today—and reminds me of how my home was always an inspira-
tion for my life as a Jew. As we all share the same basic roots
and memories, you will hear in this song those nostalgic
moments which will certainly strike a familiar chord in the hearts
of Jews throughout the world. Yes! This is OUR LIFE STORY!

The Brothers Zim
presents
The Joy Series

On this album, | have included the traditional ELI ELI, ES
BRENT and PARTISAN SONG. | have personally translated the
words into English to reflect a more positive tone for TODAY’S
JEWS.

| was inspired by INGE AUERBACHER, a child survivor of
the Holocaust, to write the music for ZCHOR, which was used
as the theme of the 1983 World Gathering of Holocaust Survivors
in Washington. Indeed, | was privileged to sing and par-
ticipate in this world gathering of Jews. Inge, who originally
suggested the idea for a “MEMORIES” album, also cor-
roborated with me on the songs, “I MUST SURVIVE,” “I
STILL BELIEVE” and “WE ARE HERE.” She had asked me
to put her most meaningful poetry to music. It was a delight
working with this unique woman.

| have included on “JEWISH MEMORIES” an up-to-date
interpretation of the song “BIALYSTOK.” Bialystok was
home to thousands of Jews whose families were killed or
forced to leave. In fact, it was only a short distance from
where my own grandfather had lived. SAM SOLASZ, presi-
dent of the Bialystoker Home in New York, and 1IZAAK
RYBAL epitomize the leadership of those who have survived
and continue to cry out, “I MUST SURVIVE—AM YISRAEL
CHAI!"

“NEVER AGAIN" is shouted by Jews throughout the world
as well. It is the hope of every Jew that we will NEVER AGAIN
permit the atrocities of a Holocaust. Only if OUR CHILDREN
learn this truth can we, as a Jewish nation, survive! For this
reason, | have written the words and music to appeal to TO-
DAY’S YOUTH.

My sons, CRAIG and ERIC, have added their beautiful
voices to this album to serve as an inspiration for today’s youth,
that they too, must be involved. It is my hope that together, the
Jewish people will REMEMBER OUR PAST so that we may build

a STRONGER FUTURE. /%__

NEW GRAND RECORD BY FAMOUS
CANTOR SOL zZIM

The well known Cantor Sol Zim has
recently issued a new grand record, of En-
glish songs, about the Jewish catastrophe,
and resistance against the Nazis. Cantor
Zim has perpetuated his marvelous songs
especially for the youth, the new genera-
tions, so that they too shall know what hap-
pened to our people in Europe in the recent
past. In this record Cantor Zim has also
included special selections about our un-
forgettable beloved hometown, Bialystok.

Cantor Sol Zim, who is a devoted
friend of the Bialystoker Center, Home and
Infirmary for the Aged, has yielded the
major portion of his income from his new
record to our institution, so that it will be
sold to our landsleit and friends, and the
proceeds should be devoted to the ac-
tivities of the Bialystoker Center and Home.

We request, therefore, that all of our
friends and landsleit of Bialystok and Vicin-
ity, should obtain this new precious record,
which is especially important for our chil-
dren and grandchildren. This will also help

us to provide our elderly residents with ev-
erything that they need.

The Bialystoker Center and Home for
the Aged wishes to take the opportunity, in
this manner, to express its heartfelt thanks
to Cantor Sol Zim, to his dear wife June,
and to their two talented sons, Craig and
Eric, for their significant contribution to the
Bialystoker Center.

The cost of the record is $10.00. To
obtain it, please write to:

BIALYSTOKER CENTER
228 East Broadway
New York, N.Y. 10002

Phone: (212) 475-7755
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CRAIG and ERIC ZIM

As survivors, it is truly a privilege to write these few words
for our dear friend, SOL ZIM..In fact, it is a privilege for us all,
that SOL has seen fit to share with us his “JEWISH MEMORIES”
and to interpret them musically in his unique style with his
outstanding tenor voice.

Among his many talents, SOL is a fine Jewish composer. He
has composed many of the NUMBER ONE HITS on the Israeli
Hit Parade including “SHEYEBONE", which was one of the win-
ning songs of the 1982 Chasidic Song Festival, “L'DOR V'DOR”
and “KAD'SHAYNU" —all of which are sung in congregations the
world-over. “AM YISRAEL CHAI” is but one of the songs which
SOL has made famous while concertizing with THE BROTHERS

ZIM. On this album, he has featured an equally moving hit—"1
MUST SURVIVE!”

We can readily identify with this song as well as many of the
other melodies on this “JEWISH MEMORIES" album. We are
sure that Jews throughout the world will find similar inspiration
by listening to the vivid interpretations of “l STILL BELIEVE,"
“NEVER AGAIN" or the heart rendering rendition of “ELI ELI."

May we never again forget our JEWISH MEMORIES!

SAM SOLASZ, Pres
IZAAK RYBAL, Gen Sec
Bialystok Home Center, NY
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Deserved Honor for
Max Ratner by the
Bialystoker Center
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The Bialystoker Center and
Home for Elderly Residents
in New York, recently
bestowed a well deserved
honor upon our worthy and
prominent landsman, MAX
RATNER (of Cleveland), for
his big hearted help and
great encouragement to us
in connection with the
publication of the
monumental Bialystoker
Memorial Book. A report
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