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Rubin Bindler, Honorary President of the Bialystoker
Center, Home and Infirmary for the Aged, and Sara
Molosofsky who were recently married, at the cutting
of the cake, at the meeting of the Board of Directors in
their honor. Everyone present wished the couple happi-
ness and joy in their lives together.
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S. BERTRAM INC.

Distributors of
Fresh Dairy and Institutional Products
.
329 Greenwich Street

New York, N.Y. 10013

925-6560

Compliments of

O. K. SANITARY PRODUCTS

933 STANLEY AVENUE
Brookyn, New York 11208

272-7600
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BFOS, IﬂC Westminster Chapels.

212/859-2020
516/485-4515

In Florida, a principal of

g o T Broward — 305/742-6000
% Dade — 305/861-7301
Palm Beach — 305/833-0887

Executive Offices: 1153 Coney Island Avenue & Avenue H
Brooklyn, NY 11230

Services available in all communities.

GREETINGS FROM

KOBRICKS COFFEE CO., INC.

71 North Moore Street

New York, N.Y. 10013

ROBERT JACOBSON PHARMACY LTD.

L
N e

45 Ludlow Street

Yonkers, New York 10705
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Medical Transportation Ambulance Corp.

732-2330

NYSTATE %5 9% i sarlios

212 EAST TENTH ST.
CERTIFIED NEW YORK, N. Y. 10003

ABETTA AMBULETTE SERVICE, INC.

673-1275

212 EAST TENTH ST.
NEW YORK, N. Y. 10003

GRAMERCY
CHAPELS, Inc.

Established 1907

ABRAHAM BLAU

Gramercy Chapels, Inc.

PARKWAY-SCHWARTZ

Gramercy Chapels, Inc.

ZION MEMORIAL

Gramercy Chapels, Inc.

SERVICES CONDUCTED THROUGHOUT THE
METROPOLITAN AREA INCLUDING BERGEN,
NASSAU, ROCKLAND, AND WESTCHESTER
COUNTIES.

477 - 6334
226-1617

LOCAL NUMBERS IN FLORIDA

MIAMI — MIAMI BEACH 868-1029

FT. LAUDERDALE AREA 463-8844

EXECUTIVE OFFICES
152 SECOND AVENUE

NEW YORK, N.Y. 10003
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Morris Steinberg

Registered Representative

MONY

The Mutual Life Insurance Company of New York
350 Jericho Turnpike, Jericho, New York 11753
(212) 895-0297 - (516) 935-3521

Howard J. Busloff, CLU '

Registered Representative

MONY

The Mutual Life Insurance Company of New York
350 Jericho Turnpike, Jericho, New York 11753
Bus.: (516) 935-3521 - (212) 895-0297 - Res.: (516) 822-3088

Compliments of

A.R. FUELS, INC.
2125 Mill Avenue

Brooklyn, N.Y. 11234

Oil Suppliers for Bialystoker Home

WA7-5010

71-43 Austin Street
Forest Hills
261-4864

BLOCH & FALK, INC.
Kosher Meats & Provisions
4100 Broadway
New York, N.Y. 10032

LO8-5360

152 Nagle Avenue
New York
LO7-7937
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OR7-5588

J

%aé'zy </?utau.zant and Baﬂuy

CATERING FACILITIES
FOR ALL OCCASIONS

off:
[N
S0

138 DELANCEY STREET
NEW YORK, N, Y. 10002

Compliments of

GNESIN & RUBIN
SAFETY GROUP SERVICE CO. INC.

93 Worth Street

New York, N.Y. 10013

DR. MORRIS J. LIPTON
Optometrist

129 East Broadway
New York, N.Y. 10002
COrtlandt 7-1787 - 1788

CAPITAL SUPPLY COMPANY

111 Eighth Avenue
New York, N.Y. 10011

Concrete Work Asphalt

J & L LANDSCAPING, Inc.
702 Caton Avenve
Brooklyn, N.Y.
Phone: 438-3199

Fencing Sidewalk Trees

NS@OLIDATED
XYGEN
& EQUIPMENT CO. INC.

114 41ST STREET
BROOKLYN, N.Y. 11232

BURTON A. MORRISON (212) 788-4000

629-2735 444-6475

F. NORTMAN CORP.

Institutional Groceries - Condiments
Caterers' Supplies Our Specialty
Restaurants - Hotels - Institutions Supplied

894 E. 52 Street
Brooklyn, N.Y. 11203

Harvey Nortman Bella Nortman

GEORGE CAU
Medical Labor Relations Services
.

P.O. Box 65
Chappaqua, N.Y. 10514
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COMPLIMENTS
OF
LOEB & TROPER

Certified Public Accountants

270 Madison Avenue
New York, N.Y. 10016

TELEPHONE: (212) 388-6745

Bedford Office Supplies Co., Inc.
251 LEE AVENUE
BROOKLYN, NEW YORK 11206

WE CARRY A COMPLETE LINE OF

OFFICE SUPPLIES
COMMERCIAL STATIONERY
BLUMBERG LEGAL FORMS

OFFICE FURNITURE

BUSINESS MACHINES
SALES - SERVICE - REPAIRS
BOOKKEEPING SUPPLIES
PRINTING
PROMPT DELIVERY

MAX JACOBS, Representative

The Finest in Bronze Tablets

W. & E. BAUM BRONZE TABLET CORP.

/)

524 WEST 43rd STREET

New York, N.Y. 10036

Telephone: BRyant 9-5341
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FALLS POULTRY CORP.

Kosher Poultry ©

58-65 52 Road
Maspeth, N.Y. 11378

779-0233

G. and C. BAKERY

155 DIVISION AVENUE
Brooklyn, New York
Telephone: ST 2-0180

CLOSED ON SATURDAYS

224-2300 Est. 1932

Kenneth Goldfine

BAYSIDE KOSHER FOODS
47-36 Bell Blvd.
Bayside, N.Y. 11361

STRICTLY w2 w1 KOSHER

MEAT o POULTRY o PROVISIONS

Suppliers to Camps, Hotels and Restaurants

37

YING LEE LAUNDRY CO.

1069 Flushing Avenue
Brooklyn, New York

We serve nursing homes

and other institutions
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Travel — Package Tours — Hotel Reservations

S. LUNDY'S SONS, Inc. Israel, Europe, South America and World
Wide, also the United States, Mexico &
Kosher Meats and Poultry Caribbean
Organizers of 4th Bialystoker Tour to Israel in
1981
9 Moving to Israel — Contact Mrs. Rosenthal for:

Appliances, Crating, Shipping & Insurance at
the most reasonable rates.

For all your needs contact one of the oldest & most
reliable travel agencies:

934 NORTH 3rd STREET

Philadelphia, Pa. 19123 MAX ROSENTHAL
TRAVEL BUREAU, INC.
853 Broadway (near 14th Street)

RISRESEiaG New York, N.Y. 10003 (Room 410)
Tel. 674-3382-3
© GLATT Closed Saturdays & Holidays; Open Sundays

HARDWARE MART

244-6 W. 14th Street
New York, N.Y. 10011
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Greetings from

5th AVE. FISH MARKET, INC.
157 — 5th Avenue

Brooklyn, N.Y. 11217
NE8-1917

NEB8-1937

Compliments of

GARY LASS
EDWARD BOKER, Inc.

Terminal Mkt. at Hunts Point
Bronx, N.Y.
960-4100

At this place since 1914

BLEVITZKY BROS., Inc.
MONUMENTS

210-212 FORSYTH STREET
(near Houston Street)

New York, N.Y. 10002

ARTHUR BLEVIT

Members of Bialystoker Home for the Aged

GR 7-4908

Compliments of . . .

POMERANTZ PAPER CORP.

/)

350-37th Street
Brooklyn, N.Y. 11232
499-2722

PARK SURGICAL COMPANY, Inc.
The Medical Department Store

5001 NEW UTRECHT AVE.
(corner 50th Street)

Brooklyn, New York 11219
GEdney 6-9200
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Compliments of

CONSULTANTS IN HEALTH SYSTEMS, INC.

Marshall Breines
Frank T. Cicero, M.D.
Albert T. Pastore

(212) 947-1560
(914) 997-0555

Westchester One ® 44 South Broadway ® White Plains, NY 10601
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DORA FRANK

Dora Frank, a longtime suppor-
ter of the Bialystoker Center, passed
away recently at the age of 90, fol-
lowing a long illness. Her husband,
the late Dr. Herman Frank, passed
away in 1952. He was very active in
the Bialystoker Center. He was a
writer and editor, as well as a par-

DORA FRANK

ticipant in the cultural aspect of the
Bialystoker institution.

Mrs. Frank was born in Bialys-
tok. She was graduated from the
Bialystoker Gymnasium with high
honors. She was also graduated
from the Frebel Institute, and
became a Kindergarten teacher. She
worked during World War I for
OZE, a Jewish health organization.

Mrs. Frank conducted a play-
ground for children of Bialystok,
and later established a private
school, which brought her great
fame and success. She was brilliant
and widely respected.

Mrs. Frank came to the U.S.A. in
1934, and began by working with
retarded children. She then decided
to seek gainful employment and
obtained the position as secretary in
the office of Israel Bonds and other
Jewish organizations. Mrs. Frank
spoke six languages fluently. She
was highly cultured and possessed a
sterling character.

We at the Bialystoker Center and
Home for the Aged extend our
deepest sympathy to Ms. Judith
Woll, her sister, who is the only sur-
viving member of the family. May
the Lord comfort and sustain her.

SONE MALACH

Mr. SONE MALACH of blessed
memory died in Los Angeles, on
September 2, 1982, at the age of 88.
Mr. Malach was born in Bialystok
in 1894, He leaves a widow, Chana,
and two children, Abraham and
Miriam. Abraham is married to Bel-
lina. They have two children: Elliot
and Randi. His daughter Miriam is
single and lives in New York City.

Mr. Malach was one of the
founders of the Bialystoker organi-
zation in Los Angeles, together with
Mr. Yachnook and Mr. London. He
was very active in the organization,
and soon after World War II they
started to send help to the returnees
in Bialystok. He was a Bialystoker
who enjoyed an enviable reputation,
and worked tirelessly in behalf of
Bialystoker everywhere. He was a
longtime member and contributor
to the Bialsytoker Center and Home
for the Aged, and we shall always
remember him as a true friend and
generous supporter.

In behalf of the Officers and
Directors of our institution, we
express heartfelt condolences to the
members of the family. May the
good Lord comfort and sustain
them, and may they know only sim-
chos in the future.

SEEKING RELATIVES

We are eager to receive informa-
tion regarding the families of
DAVID SZMULSON and BORIS
KRAMNIEKA.

They were all born in Yeliweva,
Poland. David Szmulson was a
rabbi. He was married to a lumber
merchant’s daughter, and lived in
Bialystok before the war.

In the English section of the Bia-
lystoker Memorial Book, p. 117,
these is listed a Holocaust survivor,
named SZMAJE GRYNSZTEJN.

Please send all information to:

Mr. Michael Samuelson

c¢/o Samuelsohn Ltd.

6930 Park Avenue
Montreal, Quebec H3N-1W9
CANADA

MAZAL TOV

The Officers and Directors of the
Bialystoker Center and Home for
the Aged wish a hearty Mazal Tov
to our distinguished members,
Jacob and Kay Beren, on the birth
of their grandchild, Lindsay Nicole
on June 5, 1983. A warm Mazal
Tov also to the parents, Abraham
and Lisa Beren. We wish them and
the entire family lots of nachas. May
the child grow up in good health to
be a source of pride to them, our
country and our people.

RELATIVES SOUGHT

Both my mother and father came
here from Bialystok sometime
around 1900.

For years, I have heard all about
the city from my parents, and the
word “‘Bialystok” took on a wond-
erful blessed meaning.

My parents moved down south
about 1909, and at that itme, the
children were treated to readings in
Yiddish from the “Jewish Morning
Journal.” Truthfully, that news-
paper was my first introduction to
the world of literature and letters.

I believe that my paternal grand-
parents were members of the Bialys-
toker Synagogue. Their names were
Hershel and Elka Goldberg, but in
Bialystok the family name was
Gelbord.

My mother’s father was named
Vilvil Novogrodski, and he was in
the textile business. His wife’s name
is unknown.

Please send to:

William N. Goldberg
383 I.U. Willets Road
Roslyn Heights, New York 11577

FAMILY SOUGHT

Lena Gelblum passed away
recently at age 97. She was born in
Bialsytok where her father, Theodor
Gelblum, was a wealthy merchant.

Mrs. Gelblum was married to
Nathan Bloom in Poland, in 1908.
Her mother’s maiden name was
Ethel Levy. She had a brother, name
unknown. If anyone has any further
information regarding Lena Gelb-
lum or her family, please send it to:

Mrs. Doris Sokol
1037 Rosedale Road
North Woodmere, N.Y. 11581
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DOROTHY MANN

Dorothy Mann, a longtime
member and supporter of the Bia-
lystoker Center and an officer of the
Bialystoker Young Women’s
League, died on Friday, October 1,
1982. Mrs. Mann was the sister of
George Gering and Lillian Mink,
generous supporters of the Bialys-
toker Center for many years. They
all have sections of our building
dedicated in their memory. Mrs.
Mann, too, will have a special room
dedicated in her name which will be
devoted to perpetuating the remem-
brance of her great love and devo-
tion for our instituion.

She is survived by her husband,
George, a nephew, Yechezkel Mink
and Family of Jerusalem, and a
niece and nephew, Selma and
Arthur Lubkin and Family, of Lido
Beach, New York. She also leaves
behind a sister, Jeanette Epstein,
and nephews Shelly and Norman
Gering and family.

At the funeral service, Yechezkel
spoke very movingly about the role
that his beloved aunt played in his
life. Touching the casket lovingly,
he said, “You, aunt Dotty, took
mother’s place when she was taken
from us at an early age, and you
filled the place of my dear mother.”

In his correspondence with us
recently, regarding the memory of
the late Dorothy Mann, Mr. Lubkin
wrote these words:

“As you well know ‘Aunt Dotty’
was a marvelous replacement for a
grandmother I never knew. The gui-
dance and sense of stability she gave
my mother have had a deep positive
influence on my life. But, in addi-
tion, there was the love and affec-
tion she showed me. I can only
hope that she now enjoys the peace,
serenity and sense of well-being
which had eluded her in recent
years.”

Mr. Izaak Rybal, the General
Secretary of the Bialystoker Center,
and Rabbi Charles J. Shoulson, the

In (Memoriam

institution’s Chaplain, participated
in the funeral service.

The officers and directors of the
Bialystoker Center and Home for
the' Aged express their heartfelt con-
dolences to the bereaved family.
May the Lord comfort them among
the mourners of Zion and
Jerusalem.

ROSE TANDAZER

Rose Tandazer, born in Bialystok
on October 25, 1982, died on
October 8, 1982.

Mrs. Tandazer, who was a
member of the Ladies Auxiliary of
the Bialystoker Center and Home of
the Aged, was a devoted supporter
of our institution for many years.

ROSE TANDAZER

She is survived by her husband,
Louis Tandazer, of the Bronx.

The officers and members of the
Bialystoker Center and Home for
the Aged extend heartfelt condolen-
ces to Mr. Tandazer, and wish him
only joy and happiness in the years
ahead.

HONOR THE MEMORY
OF YOUR LOVED ONE
WITH A PLAQUE
IN OUR SYNAGOGUE

ROSE ZUCKERMAN

We learned with great sorrow of
the passing of ROSE ZUKERMAN
on February 14, 1982, at age 90.

For many years, ROSE ZUKER-
MAN and her late husband, ISI-
DOR, devoted themselves faithfully
to the ideals of the Bialystoker Cen-
ter and Home for the Aged. We
recall receiving their material assist-

ROSE ZUCKERMAN

ance in New York, which helped
greatly in building our Home.

She was President of the Bialys-
toker Ladies Auxiliary of Chicago,
and he served as President of the
Bialystoker Social Club until his
death on April 30, 1947.

Mrs. Zukerman, the mother of
Hilbert Zukerman, and the late
Thelma Kleinbort and Leah Ros-
enthal, left seven grandchildren and
eight greatgrandchildren.

We of the Bialystoker Center,
together with all of her Bialystoker
Landsleit extend our heartfelt sym-
pathy to the family upon their loss.
Her selfless devotion and indefatig-
able efforts in behalf of our beloved
institution shall always remain
exemplary in our minds.

May her soul be bound up in the
bond of eternal life. And may her
family and friends be comforted
together with the mourners of Zion
and Jerusalem.
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A FEW FACTS AND STATISTICS FOR
1982

Did you know that:

The residents contributed over $1,000 to the Bia-
lystoker Emergency Campaign for Israel. A group of
donors attended the brunch on October 24th and all
were invited to view the ambulance when it was stati-
oned in front of the Home on November 3rd.

Our residents made 120 small baskets during craft
sessions, filled them with home-made, no-bake cookies
and presented one to each employee at the yearly ““Staff
Appreciation Party” held on December 22nd.

During the warm weather months our residents
were taken on five field trips: two ILGWU Retiree con-
certs at Lincoln Center, one on May 17th and the other
on October 27th.

A picnic was held in Central Park Zoo on June
24th.

A Circle Line Boat trip around Manhattan on
August 25th.

Bialystoker Concert at Lincoln Center on Sep-
tember 12th.

Our residents participated in the Lower East Side
Festival on June 13th. Unfortunately, it rained that day
so the booths and entertainment had to be moved to
the Educational Alliance Building. However, this
allowed residents to mingle with former friends and
neighbors, renew friendships, and feel that they were
still part of the community.

Our own garden was used daily (weather permit-
ting) for games, listening to recorded music, gardening,
photo taking, conversation or just relaxing in the sun.
The highlights were, however: Two cook-outs on June
23rd and July 14th. An Ice Cream Party at which resi-
dents made their own Sundaes on July 7th, and a strol-
ling violin concert by Anatole Vogel on August 14th.
When it comes to parties — we throw them at the drop
of a hat. On a gloomy, rainy day — we have a Coffee
Klatch in the library. When too hot and humid to go
outside — Iced Tea Party in the air conditioned
auditorium.

Mother’s Day and Father’s Day warrant more
elaborate parites. We go all the way out for Hanukkah
and Purim and birthday parties are always gala. We
celebrate all religious and national holidays. There is a
welcome party for new residents and we never let stu-
dents or volunteers leave without giving them a farewell
party. When we run out of legitimate occasions, we
create our own, as the Hometz Party before Pesach, for

OUR HOME AND ITS
ACTIVITIES FOR THE

RESIDENTS

by Mifa Rogoff, Activities Director

which we clean out residents’ food boxes, and the coo-
kie and candy jars in the activities office. Altogether we
had thirty seven parties in 1982.

Sixteen movies were shown in our Auditorium.

There were fifty-five professional and semi-
professional concerts and entertainments throughout
the year.

As you see, our residents had something special to
attend, on the average or three times a week, which is
probably more than most people who live in their own
homes can do.

We could not have managed without the coopera-
tion of all the other departments in the home: Medica-
tion nurses were kept guessing as to where they could
find their patients, the elevators were kept in constant
motion, housekeeping were constantly setting up th
auditorium and the kitchen people were busy providing
refreshments. Still, no one complained because it was
good for the residents.

We also could not have afforded this intensive
recreational program without the assistance of various
foundations, schools, volunteer organizations, and
charitable private individuals.

We are indebted and very grateful (in alphabetical

order) to:
American Red Cross; B’nai B’rith Music and Perform-
ing Arts Lodge; Bnos of the East Side; Camp Ramah;
Center for Better Living; Department of Cultural
Affairs; Good Companion; Hospital Audiences Inc.;
Kol Tov Program of Educational Alliance; Louis
Braille Foundation; Manhattan Day School; Project
“Sunshine”; Ramaz High School ; Stern College for
Women; The Holiday Project; The Singers Forum
Foundation.

We would also like to thank the volunteers who
help with ongoing programs, which will be described in
detail in the next Stimme. Bella Cooker, Gladys
Crespo, Rose Falkenstein, Regina Feit, Helen Frieberg,
Esther Ostroff, Frances Paolucci, Chaika and Max
Susssman.

We hope to continue our association with the
above organizations and indiviudals, and we are proud
to add two more generous donors in 1983: Stanley
Lynn of Cinema 5 and the Tarbuth Foundation.

Become Members of the
Bialystoker Center and
Home for The Aged

D Bl Ll
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MAZAL TOV

On Saturday, December 18, 1982,
the marriage of Gail Chuden to
Norman Klenicki took place at the
Temple Gates of Zion in Valley
Stream, New York. A large repres-
entation was present from the Bia-
lystoker Center and Home for the
Aged, as well as from the Pruziner
Relief Society.

The bride is the daughter of Mr.
Sam Chuden. Mr. Chuden is a
director of the Bialystoker Center
and Home for the Aged, and Chair-
man of the Bialystoker and Vicinity
Club of Miami.

The groom is the son of Mr. and
Mrs. Max Klenicki, who are
members of the Pruziner Relief
Society, which also supports the
Bialystoker Center and Home for
the Aged.

In behalf of the Officers and
Directors of the Bialystoker Center
and Home for the Aged, we extend
a hearty Mazal Tov to the Chuden
and Klenicki Families. We wish
them lots of joy and happiness from
their lovely children. May they con-
tinue to enjoy only happy occasions
in their families.
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MAZAL TOV

The wedding of Orli Winkler to
Philip Gryngauz, son of Eva Gryn-
gauz and the late Israel Gryngauz,
took place on September 30, 1982,
at 7:.00 P.M., at the Dan Accadia
Hotel in Herzlia, Israel.

The maiden name of Eva was Sil-
berblatt. Her parents, members of a
very prominent family in Bialystok,
were the owners of a large factory.
Israel Gryngauz, too was well
known in Bialystok.

Philip, having arrived in Israel
from South Africa, is now enrolled

as a student at the Bar Ilan
University.
The Bialystoker Center and

Home wishes to express its hearty
congratulations and Mazal Tov to
our long-time devoted friend and
supporter, Mrs. Eva Gryngauz. We
take great joy in her “Simcha” and
wish her lots of “nachas” from her
children for many years to come.
May they all be blessed with much
happiness and joy.

MAZAL TOV

On Sunday, December 5, 1982,
Robyn Schlomovitz was married to
Irwin Reiter, son of Mr. and Mrs.
Sam Reiter, at the Fresh Meadow
Jewish Center. The bride is the
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Joseph
Schlomovitz, who have been loyal
and devoted supporters of the Bia-
lystoker Center and Home for the
Aged for many years. They have
stood ready on every occasion to
participate in our work, and to
cooperate with us in all of our pro-
jects. We take this opportunity to
express or deepest appreciation.

The officers and directors of our
institution congratulate the Scholo-
movitz Family, and extend to them
best wishes for lots of happiness,
and ‘“nachas” from their lovely
children.

EVENTS 4 .

KLUK-HURWITZ WEDDING

The wedding of Yvonne Rosa-
lind, daughter of Ephraim and
Miriam Kluk, to Dennis, son of
Ruby and Salome Hurwitz, both of
Cape Town, South Africa, was
solemnized at the Great synagogue
in Cape Town, on Sunday, June 13,
1981. The wedding was followed by

Ephraim and Miriam Kluk

a grand reception in the ballroom of
the Mount Nelson Hotel, in Cape
Town, which was attended by a
large gathering of relatives and
friends of both families.

Ephraim and Miriam Kluk are
longtime friends and supporters of
the Bialystoker Center and Home
for the Aged. They have grasped at
every opportunity to assist our great
institution and to work towards its
development to the utmost.

The Officers and Directors of our
Center and Home offer their heart-
felt Mazal Tov and congratulations
to the entire Kluk Family on this
happy occasion. All of us wish them
lots of nachas and happiness for
many years ahead.
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MAOS CHITIM

The age-old tradition of “Maos
Chitim” is observed at the Bialys-
toker Center and Home for the
Aged with as much care as our
other traditions. The contributions
that are gathered from our warm-
hearted members and friends make
it possible for us to provide the
necessary wine and foods for our
elderly residents to celebrate Pesach
as it should be.

In addition, we also do not forget
the needy in our community. Ready
assistance is given to all those who
apply for help. And above all, we
send money to our landsleit, who
reside in Israel and Bialystok.

PASSOVER

Our Home for the Aged takes
great pride in the traditional Sedo-
rim that are conducted each year by
a well known cantor. This year the

Sedorim will be conducted on the
nights of Monday, March 28, and
Tuesday, March 29, 1983. In our
elegantly decorated dining room,
the elderly will gather round the fes-
tive tables, laden with wine, matzos,
and the traditional Pesach foods.
Everyone will be provided with an
Haggadah, so that they could par-
ticipate in the time-honored ritual
which, undoubtedly will remind
them of the wonderful Sedorim that
they enjoyed in their own homes
not so long ago.

For all this, we give thanks to our
many generous friends and suppor-
ters, whose open-hearted contribu-
tions to our Passover Campaign
help to make it possible.

ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP
DUES

Our worthy famous institution is
indeed very fortunate in having so

[N

many devoted and loyal supporters,
who are mindful of their annual
obligation to remit their member-
ship dues on time. We respectfully
ask all those, who have not as yet
done so, to please send in their dues
at their earliest convenience. We
also wish to remind one and all of
the great need to help enroll as
many new members as possible. We
are constantly in need of fresh
blood to help us carry out the
sacred work of our institution.

A WORTHY TRADITION

Our Trustee and Ladies Auxiliary
President Rose Finkelstein is con-
tinuing the tradition of her late
uncle, DAVID ROSENBLOOM,
and her departed parents, YETTA
and BENJAMIN FINKELSTEIN,
of donating two cases of Passover
wine to our Home. We warmly
thank her for her thoughtfulness
and generosity.

IN SEARCH OF MEMBERS
OF THE ALEXANDER
FAMILY

LYNN ALEXANDER, daughter
of SASHA ALEXANDER — for-
merly Wasilkowski — and the late
MARIA ARONWSKA, Flat 2, 320
Dandenong Road, Balaclava 3183,
Victoria, Australia, is trying to trace
the paternal and maternal lines of
her parents STERNFIELD/B-
LOCH & ARONOWSKI/SHA-
PIRO. Awaiting information about
the following:

FAMILY OF PHILLIP STERN-
FIELD, son of Hershel, brother of
Joshe, Judl, and Lejbl — all
deceased — settled with his family
early this century in Kalamazaoo,
Michigan; believed to have had at
least six children. May have
changed name to Starfield or Stein-
feld; granddaughter Mrs. Leo Har-
ris (Roshelle) of Chicago?

FAMILY OF FANIA-PHANY
FRIEDMAN (deceased), daughter
of Judl and Netti Sternfield; child-
ren known to live in Los Angeles:
Robertina (Bobbie) Friedman, Law-
rence Ana Doris Friedman, George
Friedman & Family, Daniel Fried-
man & Family; in Florida: Leona &
Jack Fisher; also the grandchildren
Chuck & Nanette Steinhavser,
children of Netta (deceased ) and Si
Steinhavser.

FAMILY OF SENDER AND
MALKA REIZEL (ZABLU-
DOWSKI) BLOCH. I am a des-
cendant of one of their sons, Fajwel
Chomec — my great great grand-
father; other descendants should be:
Hinda Rubin (Block) and Enia Lon-
don (Bloch), daughters of Fajewel
Chomec; Moses Block, Jacob
Block, Fania and Mola Kopelevicz,
and Szloma Zalmen, children of
Shaja Bloch — should be in Russia,
if alive.

FAMILY OF ISAAC OCIA. 1) I
am the descendant of one of his
sons; 2) Solomon Aronowski & Ida
(Percia); 3) Sabatay Aronowski &
Dr. Lina (Shapiro); 4) Maria Aro-
nowski & Sasha (Alexander). Are
there any other descendants of Isaac
Ocia?

BLUMA MARY SHAPIRO
(RITTENBERG), my granmother,
from Sokolko. Her husband was
Shapiro. Wish to trace back
members of both families.

My grandmother was known to
be related to Felix Zamenhoff,
brother of Ludwig and the Kohano
Family of Warsaw. A grandson of
Felix Zamenhoff lives in the U.S.A.

Any information on the above
would be appreciated. Please write
to:

FLAT 2
230 DANDENONG ROAD
BALACLAVA 3183
VICTORIA, AUSTRALIA
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SPECIAL MEETING OF THE |
BOARD OF GOVERNORS

S e e o e e s

On Wednesday evening, November 3, 1982, a spe-
cial meeting of the Board of Governors took place in
the auditorium of the Bialystoker Center, Home and
Infirmary for the Aged. The meeting was conducted
under the chairmanship of Mr. Charles Schwecher,
Board Chairman.

Before the meeting started, photographs were
taken in front of the new ambulance, which the Bialys-
toker Center and Grodner Friends Club have sent to
Israel. A number of Grodner members also participated
in the meeting.

Mr. Charles Schwecher greeted the audience, and
mentioned some of the immediate projects before us.
He then introduced Mr. David Sidman, National Direc-
tor of the American Red Magen David for Israel, who
presented a plaque to Mr. Izaak Rybal, with thanks
from his organization. Mr. Rybal responded with a
brief talk, in which he outlined the work that the Bia-
lystoker Center is doing for Israel, and other worthy
causes.

Mr. Sam Solasz, President of the institution, then
rose to describe his experiences in Israel, when he was
there as the hostilities between Israel and Lebanon
began, and he emphasized the importance of supporting
the State of Israel. Mr. Solasz expressed his special
thanks to the members of the Bialystoker Center for
their enthusiastic response to the special “Emergency
Campaign for Israel” that was proclaimed in the early
part of last June, upon his return from Israel, when he
reported on the great need to help the Jewish state.

The next speaker at this meeting was Brig. Gen.
Chaim Granit, of the Israeli Army, who is in America
on a special mission. The general reported on the
organization called, “The Association for the Welfare of
Soldiers in Israel”, which is dedicated to the support of
Israeli soldiers. He appealed to the Bialystoker Center
to join in this important work. Following brief com-
ments made by Messrs. Volikoff, Trachtenberg, Kre-
mer, and Mintz, Mr. Rybal assured Gen. Granit that
the Bialystoker Center will do all it can to participate in
this vital project.

Mr. Fishke Wolkowitsky and his wife, who are
prominent workers in Argentina in behalf of the the
Bialystoker organization there, bid a fond farewell to
everyone, prior to their departure to their home in
Buenos Aires. Also warm greetings were extended to
Mrs. Ryvka Rosenthal, owner of the well known Ros-
enthal Travel Bureau, which handles all travel arrange-
ments and shipments to Israel for the Bialystoker
Center.

Mr. Sam Solasz then rose to express special appre-
ciation to Mr. I. Shmulewitz, the well known writer,
who was present together with his wife, for his loyal
and tireless work in connection with the publication of
the monumental “Bialystoker Memorial Book”. Mr.
Solasz then presented Mr. Shmulewitz with an approp-

Fres. Sam Solasz sitting in the amu|ance. and lzaak Rybal
holding the presentation plaque.

riate gift, in recognition of the fine work, by the Bialys-
toker Center. Mr. I. Shmulewitz responded briefly,
thanking everyone for the warm friendship that was
shown to him. He made special reference to the great
devotion and cooperation of Mr. Izaak Rybal in this
project, as well as the support of all the members of the
Bialystoker Center.

In the course of the evening, also, warm words of
gratitude were expressed to Mrs. Diana Medvedev,
Treasurer of the Bialystoker Center and Home for the
Aged, who devotes herself constantly to the task of
sending out the Memorial Book, doing the related cor-
respondence, etc. The audience also greeted Rabbi Cha-
rles J. Shoulson, the newly appointed Rabbi-Chaplain
of the institution.

At the close of the meeting, Mr. Izaak Rybal rose
once more to summarize all of the activities of the Bia-
lystoker Center, and to point to some of the plans for
further activities that lie ahead. The members of the
Board of Governors also voted to purchase a
$10,000.00 Israel Bond in honor of the 30th Anniver-
sary of the Masada Branch 403, and to accept their
invitation to attend their Dinner, which was held at
the Hyatt Hotel in New York, on Sunday, November
21, 1982.

The audience then bid a very cordial bon voyage to
Mr. Izaak Rybal and his wife, Molly, and to Mr. Sol
Krim and his wife, Ethel, on the threshold of their leav-
ing on an important mission to South America.

Bialystoker Memorial Book
Is Warmly Received

The Bialystoker Center in New York continues
to receive letters of warm praise from landsleit
and friends concerning the monumental Bialys-
toker Memorial Book.




March, 1983

BIALYSTOKER STIMME 27

THE TRAGIC DEATH OF THE
i BIALYSTOKER CHILDREN

This forthcoming month of August, 1983, will
mark 40 years since the liquidation of fthe Ghetto of
Bialystok and the annihilation of tens of thousands of
Jews, including many of our relatives, by the Hitler
murderers. It is well known that at that time, the heroic
revolt took place in the Bialystoker Ghetto, which
wrote a memorable chapter of Jewish pride and bravery
with tragic history of the Jewish destruction and upris-
ing during the reign of the gruesome Hitlerism.

One of the most horrible chapters in the history of
the annihilation of the Jews of Bialystok is the tragic
murder of the children there. Much has already been
written and told about that. But as much as it may be
related about it, it is impossible to drain its
gruesomeness.

For example, the great American-Jewish writer,
Meyer Levin, had prepared a master-work concerning
the tragic end of the Bialystoker children at the hands
of the Nazis. Mr. Levin wrote this portrayal, titled
“Murder On Yom Kippur”, in the summer of 1981 when
he was in Israel, together with thousands of Jews from
various countries, for the Gathering of the Holocaust
Survivors. 1t should also be remembered that prominent
among those Jews was a large delegation of Bialystoker
Landsleit, who came as representatives of the Bialys-
toker Center in New York.

Mr. Levin suddenly died, in the midst of writing
this tragic chapter, in July of 1981. Since more details,
with names, were necessary regarding the tragic loss of
the Bialystoker children under the Nazis, a certain Han-
nah Greenfeld undertook the responsibility after the
death of Levin. She is now living in Tel Aviv. Now,
after the manuscript has been discovered, it has been
printed in the well known Jewish newspaper, The Jewish
Week, on Friday, September 24, 1982.

On the 24th of August, 1943, it is related in this
mournful account, everyone in the Therienstadt ghetto
expected something unusual to happen; something
about which none of the imprisoned Jews had any ink-
ling. Everyone had to remain in the large forlorn bar-
racks. The Nazis kept the unexpected action a secret.

Suddenly, everything became clear. At dawn, when
rain fell from a sad sky, hundreds of Jewish children
marched into the Therienstadt ghetto, age 4 to 12, each
holding the other by the hand. The older children
shielded the younger ones with their bodies against the
fierce rain. The children, who were wrapped in the wet
clothing that stuck to their bodies, marched as ghosts,
accompanied by a detachment of SS men.

The children, who were brought up to the Therien-
stadt ghetto, continues Meyer Levin in his tragic des-
cription were led into a large building, where they were
supposedly to be “disinfected”” and ‘“‘deloused”. Sud-
denly,the children started to cry, and to shout, “Gas!
Gas! Gas!” They huddled to one another. They did not

allow themselves to be washed, or to have their raggedy
clothing to be taken from them, to be exchanged for
dry clothing.

Who were these children? From where were they
brought? Why were they so frightened? No one who
observed them understood their behavior.

According to a witness, who worked in the
“delousing™ section at that time, the children, who
looked like scarecrows, refused to allow themselves to
be stripped; they held onto their dirty clothes, the older
ones protecting the younger ones and shouting. The
children, their clothes full of lice, and their bodies with
open wounds, protested when they wanted to wash
them.

At that time, we learn further from Levin’s writing,
the imprisoned Jews of the Therienstadt ghetto did not
know what was happening in the outside world. They
still did not know there about the gas chambers. In that
ghetto there were also first class doctors and nurses,
who - were selected by the Nazis to be brought there
together with the inmates. No one knew from where
this large shipment of children came. Finally, the
hundreds of children became used to the new place;
they began to eat and change their clothing, and were
even provided with medicine. Later they started to tell
the Jewish doctors and nurses about their fright and
their suffering. Afterwards all this reached the other
inmates of the Therienstadt ghetto. Suddenly, the tragic
truth was revealed.

The children came from Bialystok, Poland, and
they spoke Polish and Yiddish. They were very fright-
ened, and in a disturbed condition.

The children related about the suffering of the
Jews of Bialystok, about the liquidation of the ghetto,
and of the transporting of the Jews to their death.
Finally, the children were also deported and were
brought to Therienstadt. In this account, it is also
related about the suffering of the Jews in Therienstadt,
especially of the children.

On October 5, 1943, in the morning, we are told at
the end of Levin’s tragic description, the wooden bar-
racks in the section “kreto” in Therienstadt were emp-
tied of inmates. The remaining Jews in the ghetto then
learned that the Jewish doctors and nurses were
ordered to remove the yellow stars from their clothing.
They were ordered to sign an agreement that they
would never reveal, after they will have left the ghetto,
all that they had seen and experienced there.

Very early that day, when the other Jewish inmates
were still in their barracks, a transport of cattle cars left
Therienstadt, carrying 1196 children and 53 dcotors and
nurses, who were sent out in a mysterious way.

The above-mentioned Hannah Greenfeld, who
attempted to find more details concerning this tragic
chapter, and who testified to Meyer Levin’s moving
account of the annihilation of the Bialystoker children,
writes at the conclusion:

Erev Yom Kippur, October 7, 1943, 1196 children
of the Bialystoker ghetto in Poland, and 50 doctors and
nurses of the ghetto in Therienstadt, who accompanied
the children till the end, said their final “Shema’ in the
gas chambers of Auschwitz.
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Two sisters, Luba and Mira Krugman from Bialys-
tok, survived the Holocaust in Poland and decided to
settle in Palestine. They arrived there in 1946, hoping to
make it their home. However, already in 1947, Luba
was forced to leave, joining her husband, Jack Gurdus,
in the United States. Mira stayed and participated with
her husband, Gideon Ben-Aaron, in the War of Inde-
pendence for the establishment of the State of Israel.
The sisters were in close touch and in 1962 Mira came
to the States to complete her education in clinical
psychology.

Upon her return, she joined the Ministry of Health
in Jerusalem and then assumed the position of director
of the Child Development Clinic in Haifa. Her distin-
guished career is marked by a wide range of activities
and manifold interest in the field of rehabilitation of
children with emotional difficulties. Her meaningful
contributions include extensive research in the field of
therapeutic treatment of psychotic children, group ther-
apy, therapeutic nursery and preventive consultation
for the young.

In 1973, Mira came again to the States. Deeply
involved in exploring improved methods of rehabilita-
tion, she also visited Great Britain trying to acquaint
herself with the innovative methods applied in both
countries. During her stay with Luba she spoke exten-
sively about her work and tried to impress upon her
sister the urgent need for special funds for intensified
research and experimentation, as well as for the expan-
sion of the ongoing therapeutic programs for the stag-
gering numbers of Israeli children with developmental
disabilities.

Aware of the limited support from government
agencies, Mira was determined to secure assistance
from private sources. Her programs required substan-
tial funding and she was eager to make them work.
Mira’s enthusiasm and perseverance convinced Luba
that her project deserves serious consideration. She
understood that the acute problem can best be solved
by intensified therapeutic tutoring provided in special
centers assisted by volunteers recruited from the ranks
of parents of the children.

The Netzer Society of parents of children with
emotional difficulties was established in Haifa through
Mira’s initiative. The Society was, however, badly in
need of financial backing for supervisors. A comple-
ment of pedagogical assistants, instructors and thera-
pists was essential for the implementation of the
programs. Mira was desperate and to make her dream
come true, Luba decided to assist her through the
Netzer Foundation which was established in New York
as a subsidiary of the Netzer Society, in Haifa.

The Netzer Foundation for Children with Emo-
tional Difficulties is in existence since 1974 as a non-
profit, tax deductible organization, headed by a team of

DR. LUBA KRUGMAN GURDUS

dedicated officers and trustees. Luba Krugman Gurdus
acts as its president and is ably assisted by two vice
presidents, a treasurer and secretary. Their combined
efforts attracted many American members and made
significant strides abroad, primarily among friends orig-
inating from Bialystok. On November 14, 1982, the
Foundation celebrated its eighth anniversary.

The festivities started with a cocktail party in a
warm atmosphere charged with emotion. The partici-
pants filled the spacious living room for a stimulating
program highlighted by the address of an Israeli guest,
Esther Wiseman, a clinical psychologist of the Child
Development Clinic in Haifa. She stressed the difficul-
ties of the developmentally disabled children and dis-
cussed the methods of intervention and rehabilitation.
She also described the efforts of readying the children
for future tasks and lending them a fair degree of inde-
pendent functioning in daily life and work. Mrs. Wise-
man emphasized Mira’s inspiring leadership, largely
instrumental in the implemenation of most therapeutic
programs which led many Netzer children from the
early nursery class through the school class to the voca-
tional center now under construction. She also
expressed deep gratitude for the financial assistance of
the Netzer Foundation which helped to provide the
means for many vital programs.

The gathering was concluded with the president’s
comments on the current situation in Israel. She stated
that while the country is engaged in the valiant struggle
for peace in the Middle East, its population is subjected
to many hardships and deprivations. This includes
serious curtailment of educational opportunities for the
Netzer children. This situation, persisting for a long
time, cannot be ignored and demands increased com-
mitment from the Foundation. Its officers and friends
are determined to alleviate the shortage and by assisting
the Netzer children keep the dream of the two sisters
alive and well.
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THE BIALYSTOKER CENTER TO PARTIC-
IPATE IN THE AMERICAN GATHERING
OF JEWISH HOLOCAUST SURVIVORS

The Bialystoker Center of New York, its members
and friends, will participate in the meeting of the Ameri-
can Gathering of Jewish Holocaust Survivors, which will
be held in Washington, D.C., April 11-14, 1983. This
important gathering of the Holocaust Survivors in
America and Canada was organized by a special com-
mittee, consisting of various organizations of Holocaust
survivors. The President of the American Gathering of
Jewish Holocaust Survivors is the prominent community
leader, Benjamin Meed. He is also the president of the
great organization of “Fighters of the Warsaw Ghetto-
(WAGRO).”

Thousands of refugees from the Nazis will partici-
pate, as well as former partisans and soldiers of various
European armies against the Nazis, including former
prisoners of Soviet Russia. The great gathering in
Washington is being organized in connection with the
40th anniverasry of the heroic resistance in the Warsaw
Ghetto. The occasion will also be dedicated to the gen-
eral Jewish resistance that was organized against Hitler.
The meeting is intended as a general demonstration to
the world at large never to forget what the Nazis did to
the Jewish people. The gathering is being called for the
week of 27 Nisan, a day which was proclaimed by the
Government of the State of Israel to honor all of our
Kedoshim, heroes and martyrs of the gruesome Hitler
era.

The Bialystoker Center in New York will partici-
pate in this important gathering in Washington as a
unified group. The Bialystoker /andsleit and friends will
travel to Washington in a special bus. They will stay in
Washington in the same hotel, and will participate as a
unit in all activities in connection with this historic
gathering. The Washington assembly will be organized
and conducted in the same manner that the Gathering
of Jewish Holocaust Survivors was organized in Israel in
the summer of 1981.

During the period of April 11-14, the participants
will have the opportunity to meet with important
American figures at the White House, participate in
special ceremonies at the National Cemetery in Arling-
ton, watch special ceremonies at Convention Hall, and
enjoy a cultural evening of special interest at Kennedy
Center.

N0

THE BIALYSTOKER CENTER IN NEW
YORK SENDS HELP TO THE REMAINING
JEWS IN BIALYSTOK AND TO ISRAEL

In keeping with our annual custom before Pas-
sover, when we prepare to celebrate this important holi-
day, we recall the small group of remaining Jews in our
former city of Bialystok. Most of these — only about
ten persons — are elderly and sick, who are in need of
assistance.

The Bialystoker Center in New York sent out,
before Pesach, proper help, in the form of money,
through the P.K.O., to the remaining Jews in Bialystok.
Similar assistance was also sent before Rosh Hashanah,
as we have done in previous years.

At the same time, the Bialystoker Center in New
York also sent assistance to needy landsleit who are liv-
ing in Israel. Similar help was sent prior to Rosh
Hashanah last year, and before Pesach this year as well.

The Center has received many letters filled with
praise and thanks from the /andsleit who are left in Bia-
lystok, who always send their deep appreciation for the
brotherly readiness to help shown by the Bialystoker
Jews in New York, as well as in the entire country.

It should be remembered that the Bialystoker Cen-
ter in New York helps the remaining Jews in Bialystok
from a special fund that has been established by our
worthy landsman Yechezkel Mink, who now resides in
Israel. Chaver Mink is a good friend and an enthusias-
tic supporter of our Center, who also contributes regu-
larly during the year, to help us support the Jews who
have remained in Bialystok.

the funeral, a steamship ticket arrived. It was Yacov’s
long-awaited ticket to America.

Yacov’s grieving mother was determined that
Benny, her feisty grandson, be prevented from follow-
ing Yacov’s restless footsteps. Her solution: She used
the dead son’s ticket to sail to America. She sold nee-
dles and pencils in the streets of Chicago, and scraped
together enough cash eventually to send for Benny.

And so it was that my father — not yet a teenager
— left Bialystok on a night of the full moon, in a
wagon, hidden under a pile of hay. Around his neck
dangled a tag with his name and a Chicago address. A
Russian-speaking gentile guided him — together with a
small group of other Jews fleeing from pogroms — past
the bribed border sentries. Then, the clandestine band
crossed Poland, reached the port at Bremen, Germany,
and boarded ship for New York. From there, father
took a train to Chicago and began life in America — a
life entirely different from the ways of the old country.
There were few contacts with Bialystok over the next 26

years; a sporadic correspondence and that 1933 visit.

When the reunion was over, tearful farewells were
exchanged. Father urged the family to move to the Uni-
ted States, but they never saw each other again. All who
waved goodbye to Benny were murdered by Hitler’s
Nazis during the Holocaust. For my father, all that
remained of his family was a picture which he framed,
and memories which he locked up tight inside of him.
Those memories probably became more tormenting as
news from Eastern Europe revealed Hitler’s plan for a
Final Solution to the Jewish “Problem”. All attempts
to bring out relatives met with “complications”, red
tape, and inadequate immigration quotas.

Today, a copy of that photo — my father’s last
family reunion — is in my house in Oakland, Califor-
nia, on my fireplace mantel. Sometimes, I sit in a chair
and gaze at the picture of that family I never knew. I
think about my grandparents... and about Patsy
McBride. When my children ask me about it, I tell them
what I know.
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(The following is an excerpt from an article that
appeared in a California newspaper)

Every April I think of Patsy McBride. She was my
best pal during grammar school years in Chicago. Who
cared that she was Catholic and I was Jewish.

I could speak to her on any subject in the world,
but there was one painful subject I could never talk
about to Patsy: grandparents. She had two grandmas
and to grandpas. I had none, and I was jealous.

I knew my mother’s parents had died in Chicago
years before I was born. But there was another set of
grandparents, a man and a woman shrouded in mys-
tery. A grandmother and a grandfather I saw every day
in my father’s old family portrait, resting on the fire-
place mantel. Grandmother Ziva was a stern-faced,
buxom, blond lady. Grandfather Chaim had a moust-
ache and was surrounded by grown children: two
daughters; three sons, and spouses; five grandchildren
and my father, Benny, the oldest son.

All these relatives were dead, I had been told.
When 1 attempted to ask questions, my mother
appeared tense and on the verge of tears. My father, on
rare occasions, offered reluctant bits of information,
but usually my youthful curiosity caused him to frown
and become tight-lipped. The photo provoked in me an
uneasy feeling. I wished Father would remove it; hide it
somewhere out of sight.

Later, gradually, I learned about the picture. It was
taken in Bialystok, Poland, in 1933, the year of my
father’s first and only visit “back home”. He had left
Poland as a gangly tow-headed 12 year old in 1907.
Poland was under Russian control until World War I,
so when Benny returned at age 38 in 1933, he found the
once-familiar Russian traces gone. The street signs were
in Polish only, and he had trouble locating the family’s
house.
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He passed an old streetsweeper and asked where
Chaim Sutz — my grandfather — lived. The man
stopped, eyed Benny (obviously a foreigner), hesitated,
and turned away without answering. Father finally
found the house, knocked and said to the young man
who answered the door, “Are you... you must be
Avram? I am Benny... your brother.. From America.”

Avram, momentarily speechless, grabbed Benny’s
arm and together they ran off to find ‘““Papa,” the man
cleaning the street. Benny learned the reason why Papa
had not spoken before: He feared that if police saw him
talking to a stranger, he might be fired again. He had
already lost a better job (chimney sweep for the nearby
Polish Army headquarters) as part of the anti-Semitic
tide then swelling in Eastern Europe.

Grandfather Chaim rushed to the rag factory to
tell grandma Ziva (she sorted cotton and linen scraps)
that their son... Benny from Americal... had come
home. (To put off the suspicious, they claimed Benny
was a suitor, betrothed to Sarah, an unmarried sister.)

To immortalize the historic reunion, the Sutz fam-
ily dressed up in synagogue clothes and posed at the
photographer’s studio for a group portrait. My father
was tall, still blond, and dapper. The women wore dark
dresses and serious faces, but aunt Sarah had a string of
beads and a flower at her bodice. Grandfather did not
own a tie, so Benny loaned him one. My Bialystok cou-
sins looked formal and uncomfortable in hand-me-
down clothes, that were either too skimpy or too loose.

Benny revisited Bialystok’s old town square,
where, as a boy, he had been attracted to the protestors
and soapbox orators who voiced dissent over Czarist
policies. As an adult, the sight of that same square
overwhelmed him. Here, many years before, he had
watched — frozen — as his voung uncle Yacov, 22, del-
ivered a fiery speech and then was shot in the neck by
Russian police. Two days later, he died. Shortly after

The portrait of the Chaim
Sutz family, taken in Poland
in 1933 on the occasion of a
reunion with son Benny, far
right, from America. Benny
Sutz returned to Chicago; all

the others perished in the

Holocaust.




March, 1983

BIALYSTOKER STIMME 23

gﬂ IMPORTANT TRIP OF ;Q
MR. MAX RATNER TO ISRAELO

s e i

During Mr. Ratner’s visit to Israel in November
1982, he held discussions with the ministers of Israel
and also with Prime-Minister Menachem Begin on ways
and means to increase the involvement of the American
business community in the expansion of two-way trade
between the United States and Israel, ways to increase
Aliyah to Israel, and American investment in the
expansion for production plants for export ventures.
Much more can be done to show Israel’s positive pro-
gress. It requires great effort, but it is worth expanding,
because the results would be better understanding and

Max Ratner, National Chairman of the American-Israel
Chamber of Commerce, with Prime-Minister Menachem Begin,
discussing the need to increase trade and investments in Israel.

more active participation in bringing about an econo-
mically self-sustaining, and free Israel. Some of the
items discussed are being presently followed up and we
hope to have more tangible results to report in the near
future.

We of the Bialystoker Center and Home for the
Aged, have excellent reason to be particularly proud of
our very close association with Mr. Max Ratner. For
Mr. Ratner is not only among the foremost supporters
of our great institution, but has also figured mightily in
making possible the publication of our monumental
Bialystoker Memorial Book. He was among the first to
realize the great importance of perpetuating and public-
izing the history of the city of Bialystok and the heart-
breaking tragedy of its destruction at the hands of the
Nazi murderers.

BUY AND HELP US PUBLICIZE
THE NEW BIALYSTOKER
MEMORIAL BOOK

40 YEARS AFTER THE LIQUIDATION OF
THE BIALYSTOKER GHETTO

These days, the Bialystoker Jews everywhere mark
a tragic date, which all of us must remember. It is now
40 years since the Nazis liquidated the ghetto in Bialys-
tok, together with the thousands of Jews there, which
included many of our own dear ones.

The liquidation of the ghetto started in February
1943. The Nazis started, then, to evacuate the Jews —
men, women, children, and the elderly — to their death.
Ostensibly they were being taken to different locations
for work assignments, but actually they were being led
to annihilation.

‘These gruesome ‘‘actions” that the Nazis con-
ducted on the Bialystoker Jews lasted all summer,
which seemed as an eternity to the victims. It was an
awesome summer for the Jews of our old hometown; a
fearful summer marked by inhuman suffering and tor-
ture. At that time, at the end of the tragic summer of
1943, the wonderful Jewish community of Bialystok
was destroyed.

The complete liquidation of the Bialystoker ghetto,
including the small group of survivors, took place on
August 16 1943, after the numberless slaughters which
the Nazis and their cohorts carried out against the
unfortunate Jews.

One day before the liquidation of the ghetto, on
the 15th of August, the Jewish resistance group in Bia-
lystok issued a call to the Jews. They were urged to flee
to the woods and to join the partisan-fighters, to take
revenge for the murders of the Jews by the Nazis.

A number of brave Bialystoker Jews, men and
women alike, left at the time to join the partisans. Also,
the Jews in the ghetto offered a brave struggle against
the enemy. The courageous sons and daughters of the
Jews of Bialystok wrote a magnificent heroic chapter in
Jewish history.

Let us remember the heroes and martyrs of Bialys-
tok Jewry, not only once a year, when we conduct the
sad Yizkor gatherings. Let us remember them always,
all year, and on all occasions. And let us also treasure
with pride and loyalty the great spiritual heritage which
those martyrs left us. Let us all continue the lineage and
great descent of the former transcendent Jewish Bialys-
tok, which was destroyed by the Nazi murderers in such
a horrible fashion, together with six million women,
children, men, and the elderly.

N0 9

Make your reservations for your tickets and group

benefits for the gala annual
BIALYSTOKER CONCERT AND
THEATRE PRESENTATION

to be held on Sunday September 25, 1983, at 2:00 P.M.
this extravaganza will take place at the spacious aristo-
cratic Lincoln Center, on Broadway and 67th St. in
New York City.

Please be sure to contact that office of the Bialys-
toker Center as soon as possible, at:

228 East Broadway, New York, N.Y.
Call: (212) 475-7755
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BRANDIES UNIVERSITY
Waltham, Massachusetts 02254
October 12, 1982

Dear Mr. Solasz and Mr. Rybal:

I just received my copy of the Bialystoker Memorial Book
which you sent to me at the request of Max Ratner. From a first
reading of the book I must say that this is an amazingly impres-
sive document. You, your colleagues, and Mr. Ratner are all to
be commended for memorializing such a vibrant Jewish com-
munity which unfortunately, as with so much of Eastern Euro-
pean Jewish life, was destroyed.

After I finish reading this book I intend to make it available to
the graduate students in the Program I direct — the Hornstein
Program in Jewish Communal Service. The graduate students
are preparing to become professional communal workers and
Jewish educators. Obviously, they will benefit considerably
from learning about the accomplishments of the Jewish com-
munity of Bialystok.

Thank you so much for your important work, and I hope you
will keep up your good efforts.

Best wishes for a good year.

Sincerely yours,

Bernard Reisman, Director,
Hornstein Program in
Jewish Communal Service

RUDER FINN & ROTMAN

November 8, 1982
Dear Izaak & Rabbi Shoulson:

I just wanted to thank you both for your kind words about Jill
Totenberg and myself. In addition, I wanted to express my
appreciation for our copies of the Bialystoker Memorial Book. 1t
is an outstanding piece of work and one that should bring both
immense pride and a great sense of accomplishment to you.

It is always a pleasure to be of help, as we all feel so strongly
here about the importance of your activities.

All the best,
Harriet Mouchly-Weiss

BOOK WAREHOUSE INC.
Twenty-Ten Ponce De Leon Blvd.
Coral Gables, Florida 33134

Dear Mr. Solasz & Mr. Rybal:

My deepest thanks for your letter of October 6 and for the
Bialystoker Memorial Book, which came in last weekend. The
Book is beautiful beyond belief, and although I am able to read
only the English, it tells a story which not only must continue to
be told, but must never be forgotten by our children and their
children.

I wish that the Book would give me pleasure — it does give me
great pride — but I find no pleasure in my remembrance of the
Holocaust. My family suffered too many losses. This is a book
that had to written, and I wish there were more like it. I am not
only reading it, I shall read it many times.

Sincerely yours,
Arthur S. Rosichan

UNITED JEWISH COUNCIL
OF THE EAST SIDE, INC.

Dear Mr. Rybal and Mr. Schachter:

On behalf of the United Jewish Council, I would like to take
this opportunity to extend our thanks to you, the Board of
Directors of Bialystoker Home, and your staff for your assist-
ance and cooperation regarding the Crime Prevention seminar
which took place at the Bialystoker Home Auditorium.

It is indeed a pleasure to know that member organizations
such as Bialsytoker Home are active and concerned in streng-
thening the vibrancy of the Lower East Side.

Yours truly,
Jacob Lazar
Community Coordinator

Dear Mr. Rybal:

I wish to express my personal thanks and the thanks of the 70
people who accompanied me to the Avery Fisher Hall on Sep-
tember 12, 1982, to see the wonderful show you presented. The
reaction I heard just sitting in the audience was tremendous and
the comments I heard when I arrived at the Center the following
Monday were just as great.

Again, please convey my appreciation to your staff for mak-
ing that Sunday so memorable. We are all looking forward to
next year. '

Sincerely yours,

Phil Zwyer
Educational Alliance
197 East Broadway
New York, New York

Dear Mr. Rybal:

Enclosed please find my check in the sum of
$34.00. Please send me another copy of the Memorial
Book. This is the fourth Book that I am ordering.

In my opinion, this book is a masterpiece. I am
from Bialystok myself, and I have presented these
books to my children because I think it is important for
them to know about Bialystok.

Sincerely yours,
Mrs. E. Kalifon
Montreal, Canada

May 31, 1982
Dear Max,

I brought the Bialystoker Memorial Book to show to my 97
year old father. He was very excited by it’s publicationand [ am
leaving it with him for a few weeks to read. And then I will gladly
take it back, look at occasionally, always keep it, and never,
never forget.

Many thanks to you for giving me this book and I congratu-
late you and the others who made this book possible, in what
must have been an enormous and difficult project.

With warm, good wishes

Mr. and Mrs. David E. Davis

Become Members of the Bialystoker Center
and Home for The Aged
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KAHN, KLEINMAN, YANOWITZ & ARONSON COL,
L.P.A.
Attorneys at Law
July 29, 1982
Dear Max:

I want to thank you personally for your kindness in sending
me the Bialystoker Memorial Book.

Your sponsorship of this volume reflects your love for your
people and for your roots, and I congratulate you on this
accomplishment.

I have only flipped through the pages of the book at the
moment, which by the way is elegantly done, but Iam sure I will
pick it up from time to time and read portions of it both in
English and in Yiddish.

Again, congratulations and thanks.
Sincerely yours,
Bennet Kleinman

METROPLE COMMUNICATIONS
1273 Ohio Savings Plaza Cleveland, Ohio 44114
July 13, 1982
Dear Max,
I just want to repeat again how delighted I am that you sent
me the book on Bialystok.
Over this past weekend I had a chance to leaf through it and to
begin reading some of it. It’s absolutely fascinating.
Memories of my father’s stories of his childhood came flood-
ing back to me.
I’ll always cherish this book. Thank you, thank you.
Best wishes,
Norman Wain

CHARLOTTE KRAMER
18101 Shaker Boulevard Shaker Heights, Ohio 44120
June 21, 1982
Dear Max,
Thank you for the Bialystoker Memorial Book. It is a most
handsome and very important volume.
The material in it is fascinating, and I am very pleased to have
it.
I am continually amazed by the enormous variety of areas in
which you involve yourself — just terrific!
Warm regards
Charlotte Kramer

BENESCH, FRIEDLANDER, COPLAN & ARONOFF
Attorneys at Law
July 13, 1982
Dear Mr. Ratner:

I recently received a most-beautifully inscribed copy of the
book about Bialystok.

I have since learned that you were among those who moved
this project forward, and I want to congratulate you on the
success of your effort. In addition to being graphically pretty,
the text of the book captures much of what was unique in
European life and culture.

I intend to cherish the book, and use it as a vehicle to acquaint
my children with their heritage.

Congratulations on your fine effort, and thank you for both
the book and the warm inscription.

Very truly yours,
Harry M. Brown

R.D. DEITZ
Suite 202 1801 East Ninth Street Cleveland, Ohio 44114
June 29, 1982
Dear Max:
You were very kind to remember me with a copy of the
Bialystoker Memorial Book.
This is, indeed, a most remarkable publication and I am
looking forward to reading it most carefully.
Thank you again for sending it to me.
Cordially,
R.D. Deitz

EDWARD GINSBERG
Attorney at Law
The Terminal Building Cleveland, Ohio 44113
June 21, 1982
Dear Max:
Many thanks for sending me the Bialystoker Memorial Book.
I am deeply grateful that you included me as a recipient and I
look forward to reading it with great interest. Certainly, I know
a number of the people involved and especially the Ratner
family, and I imagine it will be quite fascinating because of that.
Again, many, many thanks and we appreciate it.
Sincerely,
Edward Ginsberg

ROBERT GOLDBERG
Ohio Savings Plaza Cleveland, Ohio 44114
July 8, 1982
Dear Max:

Thank you very much for the Bialystok Memorial Book. This
is one book that I will read. Although my father was not from
Bialystok, the book will still have a special meaning for me. I
have a pictorial book that sits on my living room table entitled
“The Holocaust”, your book will be placed beside it.

Sincerely,
Robert Goldberg

MRS. ALEX MILLER
2958 Fontenay Road Shaker Heights, Ohio 44120

Dear Max,

We were delighted and so very pleased to receive your wond-
erful book “The Bialystoker Memorial Book.”

It is extremely interesting and we feel so privileged to be the
recipient of so fine and unusual a book.

We feel that we must salute you, Max, for all your endeavors.
You are very special and we are proud to count you as our
friend.

Al joins me in heartfelt thanks to you and Betty.

Fondly,
Anne Miller

LAWRENCE M. BELL
Citizens Buildings Cleveland, Ohio 44114
July 12, 1982
Dear Max:

Thank you so much for your kind and generous gift of the
Bialystoker Memorial Book. 1t is truly a remarkable compen-
dium. The story is so, so sad and yet the fact that the Bialystok-
ers have been able to come together to celebrate their heritage is
a tribute to the Jewish spirit of redemption.

Nancy and I will enjoy this treasure.

Kind regards.

Sincerely,
Lawrence M. Bell
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MORTON L. MANDEL

4415 Euclid Ave. Cleveland Ohio 44103
July 26, 1982

Dear Max:

First of all, I want to thank you for sending me a personally
autographed copy of The Bialystoker Memorial Book. 1 appre-
ciate that very much,

I’ve had the chance to review the book, and it is an absolutely
stunning job. You are to be congratulated for giving leadership
to the process that produced this important record of our his-
tory that will now insure that such information is preserved for
all times.

My hat is off to you. You are a great leader, and do great
work.

Warmest personal regards.

Sincerely,
Morton L. Mandel

OPPENHEIMER PROPERTIES, Inc.
One New York Plaza, New York City 10004
June 11, 1982

Dear Max:

I just received yesterday, my copy of the Bialystoker Book.
Although I have not yet had the opportunity to read it com-
pletely, I did thumb through it last night and read a few selected
portions. It really seems fascinating and, without question, was
very important to have written. You and the others who have
been involved in doing it certainly deserve congratulations.

Thank you for seeing that a copy was sent to me.

Best wishes.

Very truly yours
James H. Levi, President

KAHN, KLEINMAN, YANOWITZ & ARONSON CO.
L.P.A.
Attorneys at Law
: July 6, 1982
Dear Max:

When I first saw you carrying the “Bialystoker Memorial
Book” at our small meeting at Federation several weeks ago, [
was most intrigued. I was delighted to receive a copy from you,
and both Donna and I have enjoyed reading it, reliving a part of
a great past. I had no idea that Bialystok was so large, or so
largely Jewish, though I should have surmised as much from all
of you Bialystokers that Im constantly bumping into.

I can well understand your feelings that prompted the publi-
cation of the book, a desire to memorialize a part of your life and
that of a great Jewish community.

Many thanks and congratulations.

Sincerely yours,
Bennett Yanowitz

SAUL S. BISKIND
2202 Acacia Park Drive, Apt. 2701
Lyndhurst, Ohio 44124

June 23, 1982
Bialystoker Center
228 East Broadway
New York, New York 10007
Gentlemen:

Please find enclosed a check for $100 which is being sent at the
suggestion of Mr. Max Ratner. Mr. Ratner was kind enough to
give me a copy of the Bialystoker Memorial Book which con-
tains references to some members of our family.

Thank you very much for all the work and effort that your
organization put into writing and publishing this book.

Sincerely yours,
Saul S. Biskind

MAX R. FRIEDMAN
6777 Mayfield Rd. Cleveland, Ohio 44124
June 22, 1982
Dear Max:

It was very kind and thoughtful of you to send me a copy of
the Bialystoker Memorial book. I am very pleased to have the
opportunity to learn more about Bialystok, since you, your
brothers and sisters, whom I have known and admired for so
many years, originated there. I remember your family excur-
sions to Bialystok when we were with you in Warsaw in 1976.

It will be my pleasure, after I have read the book, to discuss
many of the aspects with you and the Ratner, Miller and Shafron
families.

I wish to thank you and want you to know that I am extremely
happy and that I appreciate that you included me as one of your
friends to receive this remembrance and history of your roots.

Sincerely,
Max R. Friedman

MORTON G. EPSTEIN
1240 East Fifty-fifth Street Cleveland, Ohio 44103
June 21, 1982
Dear Max:

I am flattered and pleased to have received a personally signed
Bialystoker Memorial Book. We find ourselves in another
period of significant concern for our people. It is appropriate
that this book is published to again remind us of our heritage
and past. The geographic area in this book has particular mean-
ing to our family since my father emigrated through Russia to
Palestine and then to the United States in 1914.

Your help in publication of this book together with the other
continuing areas of leadership in both economic and humanitar-
ian causes gives us all great strength and sets the example for
others to follow.

Again, thank you for your thoughtfulness and good work.

Fondly,
Morton G. Epstein
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THE FIRST BIALYSTOKER CHILD IN
ISRAEL DIED RECENTLY IN TEL AVIV

~ by YEDIDIA LEIBER HAMBURG""'S

Following is an account of the first Bialystoker
child, who died recently — in August 1982, — in Tel
Aviv, at the age of 72.

The child, who was born in Tel Aviv in 1910, was
named Aaron Danin. His father was Yechezkel Sucho-
wolsky, a Jew who came from Bialystok to Palestine in
1886. Yechezkel Suchowolsky-Danin contributed to the
development of the textile industry in Palestine, and he
was also very active in the development and dissemina-
tion of Hebrew education and culture in the early years

s o

YEDIDIA HAMBURG

of the return to Palestine of a large number of Jews at
the end of the 19th and beginning of the 20th century.

In 1906, the Bialsytoker Jew, Yechezkel
Suchowolsky-Danin, joined the “Achuzat Bait” organi-
zation,which consisted of a group of Jews of the Yishuv
in Palestine at that time, which was organized in Tel
Aviv in 1909. Apparently, a Bialystoker Jew was among
the founders of the first Jewish city in the world — Tel
Aviv.

Yechezkel Suchowolsky-Danin’s wife’s name was
Rachel. She was a daughter of Yehoshua Yellin. She was
born in Israel in the year 1843, before there was any
organized Yishuv in Palestine. Her mother’s name was

in the first concerts that were held in a giant wooden
building at the end of Jaffa Street. Later she worked
also in Wizo, and served as a volunteer in the Aliyah
Center. Amnon, her son the pilot, fell in the War of
Independence in a plane accident. The grieving mother
was determined not to allow herself to become sub-
merged in her grief, and she increased her activities. But
she never worked among groups of bereaved families.
Therefore, she writes in her book, “I stayed away as
much as I could from becoming involved in the com-
pany of the bereaved, for I could not bear to think that
I might benefit in any way whatsoever because of what
Amnon was, or God forbid, because he is no longer
with us.”

Sarah, who was a daughter of an important Jewish
family in Iraq. They settled in Palestine in the middle of
the 19th century, about 150 years ago. It is interesting
to note that even then a Bialystoker Jew married into a
Jewish family from Iraq.

Aaron Danin, with whom we are concerned, was a
veteran worker with the Jewish National Fund-Keren
Ka’yemet. He was, in his time, one of the originators of
the idea of buying large tracts of land from the Arabs.
It should be noted here that Aaron Danin was born in a
house at Lillienblum and Herzl Streets, on February 10,
1910. His father, Yechezkel Suchowolsky-Danin,
planted a large garden so that the trees should retain
the soil against the stand storms that used to attack the
new garden city of Tel Aviv. The young Aaron studied
at, and was graduated from, the Herzliah Gymansium in
Tel Aviv. He took examinations from Chaim Nachman
Bialik, the foremost Jewish poet of our time, and
Achad Ha’am, one of the greatest Hebrew writers and
thinkers, a pillar of Hebrew culture.

After Aaron Danin was graduated from the Herz-
liah Gymnasium, he organized a tour to Petro, which is
in trans-Jordan. It was dangerous at that time to
approach the city. Emir Abdullah, the grandfather of
the present King Hussein of Jordan, provided soldiers
to accompany the Jewish students on their journey to
Petro. Incidentally, Petro is an important old city,
which is described in discovered documents as a Jewish
settlement of the Ist century. At that time, the Romans
ruled over all Palestine.

The Danin family was very friendly with Emir
Abdullah. It is important to mention that when the
pogroms took place in Palestine in the year 1929, the
Arabs saved Yechezkel Suchowolsky-Danin’s life.
Aaron Danin’s brother, Ezra, was an expert on Arabic
affairs in the Haganah. He was also an intelligence
expert. He accompanied Golda Meir in her two meet-
ings with Emir Abdullah of trans-Jordan in 1948, when
she made efforts to persuade him not to attack the Jew-
ish state. As it is known, Emir Abdullah paid with his
life at the hands of Arab extremists for his meetings
with Golda Meir. Aaron Danin loved his native city
and he took great pride in the development of Tel Aviv.
He used to say that in Tel Aviv he could find everything
he wanted.

Aaron Danin, the son of Yechezkel Suchowolsky,
a Bialystoker Jew, left his wife, Miriam, a son, Yigal,
who is an agricultural specialist, as well as a daughter,
Alana, who is a teacher in the Real-Schule, in Haifa. He
also left six grandchildren.

We Bialystoker Jews can take pride in the fact hat
the wonderful Jewish community of Bialystok was able
to produce sons and daughters who occupy a historic
prominent place, not only in the Diaspora, but in our
Jewish Homeland as well.

Become Members of the Bialystoker Center

and Home for The Aged
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‘ THE BOOK OF A BIALYSTOKER WOMAN ‘
: IN JERUSALEM :

In the Hebrew newspaper ‘“‘Yediot Achronot’” of
the 20th of August, 1982, which is published in
Tel-Aviv, there appeared an interesting article, by
Shulamit Tanna, about an important former Bia-
lystoker, Zahava Berman.

In the interview, Ms. Tanna describes Mrs. Ber-
man’s book, which appeared recently in Hebrew.
Following is a translation of Ms. Tanna's article.

Editor

Zahava Berman, an 80 year old Jerusalemite,
recently published her first book, which unfolds the
story of her life (Elyashar Pub.). She titled the book,
“In My Way”, and on its cover she looks like a young
maiden, clear eyed and delightful. When we came to
visit the heroine of the book in her large home that is
surrounded by a garden, the door was opened by an
elderly lady in a white embroidered dress, red beads on
her throat, and a brown ribbon in her hair.

“When I speak,” she said, “I find that I must
rewind the recording machine in order for me to
remember what I wanted to say in the beginning.” In
this manner, actually, was the book created: on the
recording machine. About two years ago, she started to
record. This was after her husband, Baruch, passed
away, who was owner and manager of the Berman Bak-
ery, that was well known for over 50 years. He was 86
when he died. Before that, she did not concern herself
with the baking business. For almost 60 years, all the
years of her married life, she found her world inside her
home. “My Baruch,” she said, “was a gentleman of the
19th century style. He believed that a woman’s place
was in the home. In the home he relied upon me com-
pletely, and he gave me all the freedom in the world. He
refused to speak to me about business. But he never
expressed an opinion regarding house matters. He used
to say to me, “Do as you understand.”” After his death,
my grandaughters, Shai and Elah, who are now them-
selves mothers of children, placed the recording
machine before “Mamele”, (that’s how they called me),
and encouraged me to speak.”

The story that Zahava Berman dictated into the
recording machine begins in Bialystok at the beginning
of the century, in a patriarchal home, “in which they
spoke Yiddish and Russian, and understood the
Hebrew of the “Shiloah™ and the ‘“Zefirah”. Zahava
was the oldest, and in the memoirs of her early child-
hood reverberates the clamor of the pogroms.

As a girl of 19, she left for Israel with a group of
pioneers of “Ze’irai Zion”. The first difficult year she
spent in Jezreel Valley in Merchavya Kibbutz. And here
begins the story of her 60 years in Jerusalem.

The book is full of the aromas and colors of Jerus-
alem, and of details of her life from the pioneering
period in the new Yishuv of the city. And this is how
Zahava portrays her initial encounter with Jerusalem:

“We arrived by train during the night; the moon was
full. A bright night over the city — a Jerusalem night
— and the light of the very bright moon was pouring
over the wall. I go out from the waiting room. A strong
Arab put my luggage on his back. Thus, exactly so,
have I pictured for myself Jerusalem. This is the place;
this is exactly how it appeared to me in my dreams.”

A short while after her arrival in Jerusalem, the
young pioneer girl met Baruch Berman, her future hus-
band, and she came to live with him in his family’s
home, a large affluent, patriarchal family, with ten
children. The bake shop of the Berman family had been
established in the Old City at the end of the last cen-
tury, and in the beginning it supplied rye bread for the
Christian pilgrims.

“This was at the time the gossip of the city,” said
Zahava. “Berman’s son was engaged to a girl who
didn’t have a piastre.”

Afterwards, she perceived “what it is to be such a
young girl, from another world altogether, to enter into
a large, well founded family, with an established life-
style, with sons, daughters, sons-in-law, and grandchild-
ren. Where was I going? By nature, I am not a person
who stands on the side and allows others to rule over
me. Actually, I am the sort of person who is alive and
effervescent, who is visible, who is seen, heard and
felt.”

Several months after her marriage, she left her
teaching position. In the Berman family, they used to
say to her, “Is it nice for the only daughter-in-law in the
family to go to work every day?” And they also inti-
mated to her that it was not proper for her to partici-
pate in the discussion with the other men. After a while,
Zahava and Baruch understood, “That to tarry in the
midst of the Berman family disturbs their private life.”
And that’s when the couple, together with the infant
daughter, Aviva, began to wander in rented apartments
in the Zichron Moshe section. The book is full of Jerus-
alem portraits of Arab homes, windows that face the
garden, a fig tree rubbing against the window, a tiny
cooking corner, a meter by a meter, patio, water being
drawn from a well, and adult-neighbors coming to gaze
upon this young Zahava, who appeared as a Madonna,
as she was hugging her child.

The family settled 40 years ago in their permanent
home, at the end of Rahavia, overlooking the Valley of
the Crusades. There she found — and created — an
entire world — among the carpets, the flower pots, the
carved furniture, the portraits of the family members
that her painter-friends made.

The young pioneer became, according to her own
words, “a volunteer society and culture-seeker.”” She
used to exhibit the work of the artists from the Bezalel
School. She was also among the first members of the
“Chevra Le’Musika™ in Jerusalem, and she participated
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Picture taken following the Banquet. Standing, left to right:
Zvi Feigen, Paula, Molly Rybal, Lisa Novarro, Stella Feigen, Lola
Denbak, and Ethel Krim. Squatting: Sol Krim and Max Novarro

After Treasurer Joshua Grutsky and Isaac Czesler
presented the guests with parchment scrolls of welcome,
Mr. Sol Krim thanked everyone and remarked that he
considers this to be an expression of true friendship,
which is based upon Jewish ethics. In his opinion, all
praise given to Izaak Rybal was well deserved, for he is,
in fact, the backbone of the Bialystoker International.

Best wishes were then extended to Joshua and Ros-
ita Grutsky on their Wedding Anniversary. They
responded by announcing a very generous contribution
for the Memorial Book.

Stella Feigen and Rosita Grutsky then presented a
bouquet of flowers to the wives of the honored guests.

Mr. Izaak Rybal took the floor and said: We are
constantly watchful over an institution for elderly resi-
dents, who are provided with all their needs. While we
do receive help from the State of New York, we accept
only enough to insure our independence, and to assure
the elderly a Jewish life, as we knew it in Bialystok,
with kashrut, a synagogue, and Jewish culture. There-
fore it behooves all of our /landsleit to help cover our
deficit. We are also equipped with the most modern
necessities and comforts for the elderly residents. And
this entails large scale expenditures.

Our President, Sam Solasz, a survivor of Knishin,
and Max Ratner of Cleveland, helped greatly with the
publication of the great Bialystoker Memorial Book.
Also all of you, the landsleit in Argentina, with your
Honorary President Zvi Feigen, are well known to us
for your readiness to help. Now your concern should be
concentrated on the objective that the Book should be
read by all Spanish speaking Bialystoker Jews. When
this publication will appear, we will visit you once
more.

In speaking about the great new Memorial Book
published by the Bialystoker Center in New York,
Izaak Rybal referred to the imporant contribution that
was made by I. Shmulewitz, who acted as editor of the
Book. Mr. Rybal said that a great deal of thanks was
due Mr. I. Shmulewitz for his help in preparing and
editing the Book.

In the entertainment part of the program, approp-

riate poems were read, written by Bialystoker authors.
And Shlomo Grossman conducted a song fest.

Isaac Czesler, who conducted the entire affair in
such an impressive manner, proudly emphasized that
the celebration is not merely a welcome to the honored
guests from America, but also an echo of the great cele-
bration in honor of the Memorial Book that was held on
May 16, 1982, at the aristocratic Waldorf Astoria Hotel
in New York. This is also a well-deserved salute to the
energetic Izaak Rybal, the well known Bialystoker
worker, editor of the Bialystoker Stimme, and the one
who is responsible for the publication of the Memorial
Book.

Included in the grandiose yet initmate celebration
held at the Bais Bialystok, were a number of representa-
tives from local landsmanshaften of the Bialstyok vicin-
ity, as well as from community-cultural organizations in
Buenos Aires.

The impressive gathering was closed by Mr. Isaac
Czesler, who called upon all the Jews of Bialystok and
environs to make certain that the great Memorial Book,
with its section translated into Spanish, would appear
in August 1983, at the 40th Yahrzeit of the uprising in
the Bialystoker ghetto.

EN0 0

SAM POGORELSKY

On Monday, November 15, 1982, Sam Pogorelsky
passed away after a long illness, at age seventy-two.

Born in Bialystok, Sam was the eldest son of the
late Max and Sarah Pogorelsky, devoted Bialystoker
throughout their lifetime.

Sam is survived by his wife Rose, also a
Bialystoker.

Also surviving are his son Benjamin, with wife
Shelly and family, and his daughter Elinor, with hus-
band Ed Stutz and family.

Sam also is survived by his brother, Dr. Hyman H.
Parrell, and sister Evelyn Kanter.

Sam Pogorelsky was a loving, kind husband,
father, grandfather and brother and is very much
missed by all.

In behalf of the Officers and Dirctors of the Bialys-
toker Center and Home, we offer our heartfelt sym-
pathy to the widow Rose, and the rest of the family.
May they be blessed only with happiness and joy in the
years ahead.

BUY AND HELP US
PUBLICIZE THE GREAT
NEW BIALYSTOKER
MEMORIAL BOOK
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On Sunday morning, November 28, 1982, the far-
band of Bialystoker Jews in Buenos Aires conducted a
warm welcome in their own ‘‘Bais Bialystok”, in honor
of Izaak Rybal, General Secretary of the Bialystoker
Center in New York, and Sol Krim, Chairman of the
Board of Directors, together with their wives, who
came for a visit to Argentina. The hall was completely
filled with people.

The great celebration was opened by President Zal-
man Yevreiski, who remarked: “Fifty years ago, when
the Bialystoker Home for the Aged opened in New
York, it was believed that the prayer, “Do not cast us
into old age,” would be fulfilled. Now the institution
fulfills the command: “Remember what Amalek did
unto You,” because it reminds us of the rise and fall of
our native city.”

The same function is fulfilled by the Kiryat Bialys-
tok in Israel, and the ‘“‘Bais’ Bialystok in Buenos Aires.
May the hands be blessed of all those who are active in
these living monuments to our destroyed community.

The meeting was then taken over by the Secretary
Isaac Czesler, who dealt at length with the role of Izaak
Rybal in publishing the Bialystoker Memorial Book in
New York, which will be translated into Spanish. He
also mentioned the contribution made by Sol Krim in
this project.

Mr. Czesler believed that the visit of the honorable
guests from New York will serve as a reminder to the
landsleit in Argentina and in all the Latin American
countries to help the local farband to realize their aim
to publish the Book with a Spanish translation, in time
for the 40th Anniversary of the uprising in the Bialys-

The Book Committee and Guests: Left to right: Seated: Wolf
Chinsky, Zvi Feigen, (holding Memorial Book), Isaac Shturmak
Standing: Sol Krim, Joshua Grutsky, |1zaak Rybal, Isaac Czesler

Slttlng at the dais: Left to right: Molly and Izaak Rybal, Sol and
Ethel Krim, Zalman Yevreski

toker ghetto. He also revealed that a special committee
has been appointed for this purpose, with Zvi Feigen
acting as chairman of the Book Committee.

Zvi Feigen took the floor, and declared that he
considered it to be a rare experience for him to welcome
such distinguished guests, who are so intimately known
by him, and so close. He mentioned the “‘Bialystoker
Stimme”, which is edited by Izaak Rybal, and serves as
a bridge for all Bialystoker, as well as an important fac-
tor in keeping alive the memory of our native city.

The speaker related that Rybal is a distinguished
worker in behalf of a number of Jewish institutions and
causes in New York.

Following the expression of good wishes and pray-
ers for the speedy recovery of our colleague Chaim Fei-
lenbogen from his illness, Vice-President Wolf Chinsky
emphasized the tremendous devotion of Mr. Rybal to
the publication of the Memorial Book which has been
read by many. And this Book is truly a remembrance of
yesterday, and a warning for today.

Wolf Chinsky expressed acknowledgment to Secre-
tary Isaac Czesler, for his concern regarding the publi-
cation of the Spanish translation, which is a great
necessity for future generations.

Sarah Turek then related that she recalls the home
of the Rybals in Bialystok. As a co-worker for the
“Linas Hazedek,” she had many occasions to visit that
particular neighborhood. She then referred to the Bais
Bialystok, and said that during this difficult period the
institution serves as an oasis for one’s body and soul.

Mrs. Turek expressed the thought that the Book in
Spanish will surely have an influence on the younger
generation to develop an interest in the place of origin
of their parents, and that the time will come when eve-
ryone will seek his roots.
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Our worthy landsman Irving Stone of Cleveland,
Ohio, who is a well-known industrialist, philanthropist,
and community activist, was recently honored as “Man
of the Year” by the Lubavitcher Yeshivos in New York.

The big celebration took place in the Pierre Hotel
in New York, on Sunday Dec. 19, 1982. The celebra-
tion, which was named as the 43rd Annual Dinner in
which the foremost Jewish educators participated, was
attended by over 1,000 people. At this gathering other
philanthropists and community leaders were honored as
well.

The impressive and distinguished celebration was
conducted by the well known public figure and scholar
Joseph Wassner. Irving Stone, who is also a well known

HELEN AND IRVING STONE

charitable figure, is the chief executive officer of Ameri-
can Greeting Card Corp. He is a great supporter of
Jewish education here in the U.S.A., as well as in Israel.
He is the founder of “Kiryat Telz — Stone” in Israel.

During the festivities Irving Stone was referred to
as a loyal and devoted supporter of Torah-true educa-
tion. Following the presentation to him of an approp-
riate citation by City Controller Harrison J. Goldin,
Irving Stone delivered a brief talk, which made a very
strong impression on the large gathering.

Mr. Stone stated that the real guests of that
impressive celebration were the Lubavitcher Rebbe,
who is the leader of the Lubavitcher movement, and his
brother-in-law, Rabbi Shmarya Gur-Aryeh, the Chair-
man of the Executive Committee of the Lubavitcher
Yeshivos. Irving Stone wished them both many more
years of good health, to be able to continue with their
sacred work.

Cantor Joseph Malavani, the well known cantorial
artist, presented a program of appropriate song. Eli
Lipsker and his excellent orchestra beautified the occa-
sion by playing Chasidic melodies.

We, the Bialystoker Center and Home for the
Aged, are very proud of our prominent /andsman Irving

WELL KNOWN BlALYSTOKER IRVING STONE
IS HONORED BY LUBAVITCHER YESHIVOS

Stone, who received such well-deserved honors at the
above-mentioned affair sponsored by the Lubavitcher
Yeshivos. Mr. Stone, who is the patron of countless
other worthy institutions, is also a loyal supporter of
our great institution. We consider him as a close friend
of the Bialystoker Center and Home and Infirmary for
the Aged. We take this opportunity to wish our friend
Irving Stone and his dear wife and family many years of
excellent health and happiness.

N0

CHANUKAH PARTY

On Sunday, December 12, 1982, a traditional gala
Chanukah Party was held in the Auditorium of the Bia-
lystoker Center and Home for the Aged. In spite of the
very inclement weather, a fairly good audience gathered
to participate in the interesting program.

Mr. Sol Krim, who acted as Master of Ceremonies,
opened the program by introducing Mr. Sam Solasz,
President of the Bialystoker Center and Home for the
Aged, who greeted everyone cordially, and thanked
them for coming although the weather was bad.

Mr. Krim then presented Mr. Izaak Rybal, General
Secretary of the Bialystoker Center and Home for the
Aged, who also extended warm greetings and welcomed
everyone heartily. He then introduced Rabbi Charles J.
Shoulson, Chaplain of the institution, who spoke on
“The Meaning of Chanukah Today”. Mr. Rybal then
sold the privilege of lighting candles on the beautiful
Chanukah Menorahs that were displayed. Everyone
responded very generously.

Mr. Rybal then introduced Cantor Marcos Salman,
recently appointed Cantor of Temple Israel in Scran-
ton, Pa. Cantor Salman is the son of Cantor Eliezer
Salman, who stems from Bialystok. The Cantor, who
was born in Buenos Aires, Argentina, chanted blessings
over the Chanukah candles and sang appropriate Cha-
nukah songs. Cantor Salman was acclaimed by eve-
ryone for his magnificent voice and very beautiful
renditions.

A sumptuous meal followed, which included tradi-
tional Chanukah latkes. Everyone expressed great
delight over the delicious food that was served.

Mr. Rybal then introduced the star entertainer of
the afternoon, Miss Aida Weiss. Miss Weiss, who stems
from Russia and came to this country recently, pres-
ented a program of songs in English, Yiddish, Hebrew,
and Russian. Her highly enthusiastic presentation,
which featured novel slides and interesting changes of
custume, was greatly appreciated by everyone. She
received a standing ovation.

This was truly a Chanukah Party that will long be
remembered by all those who were present.



14 BIALYSTOKER STIMME

March, 1983

BIALYSTOKER
LADIES AUXILIARY

«lm by ROSE FINKELSTEIN, President ML

The Ladies Auxiliary started the season with its
usual opening meeting Luncheon. Although this meet-
ing did not take place until the end of October, due to
the holidays, all of our faithful members and their
friends were out in full force. The Luncheon was deli-
cious and was enjoyed by everyone. For this, I must
take this opportunity to thank Mrs. Bronia Skorka,
Director of Food Services, and her every efficient staff.
Of course, this appreciation is extended in behalf of all
of our grateful members.

Since our regular meetings did not begin until
October, and we planned to have our Bazaar at the
beginning of November, all of our meetings were spent
planning for the Bazaar. Our ladies devoted themselves
completely to planning, securing merchandise, unpack-
ing, setting up the room and selling the merchandise. It
was due to this hard work that we were able to make a
success of this project. After all the hard work, I was
able to report, happily, that the gross proceeds were
almost $4,000.00.

I feel that special thanks are due to the following:
Hilda Sloyer, Mr. & Mrs. Ed Winston, Regina Feit,
Dinah Farber, Betty Tobias, Helen Freiberg, Helen
Nass, Florence Richman, Mrs. Modetsky, Mr. Zalewitz,
Bertha Gitlin, Betty Zablowitz, Abe Wagman, Dinah
Wagman, Dinah Medvedev, and Mr. Rybal. An addi-
tional word of thanks is due to the staffs of Mrs.
Skorka and Mr. Cosimo Mastropierro (Director of
Maintenance) for all their help.

There has been a change in our meeting routine.
After the Bazaar, it was decided by the members that
we will meet every other Monday, instead of every
Monday. However, as in the past, if the weather is too
inclement and conditions are too forbidding, I suggest
that you call the Center to ascertain whether there will
be a meeting.

At this time, I would like to take the opportunity
to wish everyone a happy and Kosher Passover.

(] N )

WE MOURN THE LOSS OF
RABBI DR. |. USHER KIRSHBLUM

On Saturday February 5, 1983, Rabbi Dr. I. Usher
Kirshblum, who was born in Bialystok, died at the age
of 70. He is survived by his widow Helen, a son Cantor
Eliezer Kirshblum of Toronto, Canada, a daughter
Marsha, two sons Arthur and Michael Fried, a brother,
Rabbi Mordecai Kirshblum, and three sisters, Rachel
Hannah, and Marsha.

Rabbi Kirshblum was ordained by the late Dr. Ste-
phen S. Wise, at the Jewish Institute of Religion, in
1944. He has been the spiritual leader of the Jewish
Center of Kew Gardens Hills since 1946.

Rabbi Kirshblum was flown to Jerusalem for inter-
ment there. Further details about the beloved rabbi will
appear in the next issue of the Stimme.

Hinnnan
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ISRAELI AIR FORCE COL. VISITS
OUR HOME

Recently the Bialystoker Center and Home for the
Aged was honored by a visit from Col. Shaul Cohen,
who is a pilot in the Israeli Air Force. The Colonel,
who is in this country for a short visit to speak in behalf
of Israel Bonds, visited our Home together with Sally
Delson, the Director of Division of Organizations.

Col. Cohen stated that he was particularly inter-
ested in visiting the Bialystoker Home, in view of our
long history as a staunch supporter of the State of
Israel. The Col. further explained that he was visiting
the U.S.A. in connection with Operation Maccabee, in
which many officers of the Israeli armed forces were

Left to right: 1zaak Rybal, Col. Shaul Cohen, Sally Delson,
and Yehoshua Schachter.

here to meet with the rank-and-file people in order to
get reactions from them regarding the Israeli incursion
into Lebanon.

Col. Cohen told us that he was pleasantly suprised
to hear from everyone that the American people were
whole-heartedly in support of the Israel Government’s
actions. Unfortunately, due to the distorted media
reports, he and his colleagues had been under the oppo-
site impression.

Col. Cohen was born in Iraq in 1951, and was six
years old when he went to Israel. He has had many
responsible positions and duties. The most notable is
when he was the pilot of the airplane upon which the
Entebbe hostages were flown back to Israel. We were
given a brief glimpse of some of the difficulties involved
in flying the mission, which included extensive detours
and adverse weather conditions. One of his recent
responsibilities was as a base commander in the Sinai,
prior to its return to Egypt.

Mr. Izaak Rybal and Mr. Schachter gave him an
extensive tour of the Home, which followed an enjoya-
ble lunch. Needless to say he was most impressed with
our facility and services.
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In the New York Times of Friday, September 10,
1982, an article appeared, by the Times Moscow corres-
pondent John F. Burns, about a Jewish woman from
Bialystok who found herself stranded in the distant
Soviet Union during World War II. She lives there now
together with her family, and still hopes one day to emi-
grate to Israel. This brave lady has remained in Soviet
Russia since the war, after having escaped there from
certain death at the hands of the Nazis.

In the article, we read about a woman by the name
of Berta Shokhovsky — we are not told her maiden
name — who suffered pain and torture at the hands of
the Nazis in the concentration camps of Auschwitz,
Maidenek, Bergen-Belsen, and others. Madame Shok-
hovsky, who is 60, is presently engaged in a struggle
with the Soviet authorities, that they should permit her
to emigrate to the state of Israel, together with her
daughter Ala, and her son-in-law Leonid Preisman, and
their child.

Madame Shokhovsky, according to the article,
insists upon emigrating only to Israel, together with her
family. She claims Israel is her home, and does not wish
to hear about returning to Poland. The Bialystok of
old, in Poland, has no more meaning to her. But the
Russian authorities refuse to allow her to emigrate to
Israel together with her daughter, her son-in-law and
their child. The Russian refusal is based on their argu-
ment that she cannot be allowed to emigrate to Israel
because she does not have close relatives there, which is
required by Russian emigration law.

Madame Shokhovsky claims, however, that she
does have a sister in Israel named Eva, who should be
around 59 years of age now. Apparently she does not
have any real proof of it.

About a year ago, when the family began to make
inquiries about emigrating, Leonid Preisman, her son-
in-law, lost his position as instructor in History. Now
he earns very little, and the family depends on the small
pension of 90 rubles a month — about $124.00 — that
Madame Shokhovsky receives. Her son-in-law earns a
bit from small jobs that he does.

In her interview with the Times correspondent,
Madame Shokhovsky further revealed that she has had
no contact at all with her sister, who now lives in Israel,
since the time when the Nazis took them both to Mai-
denek in August 1943, after they liquidated the Ghetto
of Bialystok. Their mother, together with her two
brothers and a sister, were brought to the death camps.
Her father, who owned a dye-making factory in Bialys-
tok before the war, died when Madame Shokhovsky
was still a child. When the Nazis entered Bialystok, in
the summer of 1941, the young girl had just been gradu-
ated from the gymnasium. Later she was in the Ghetto
together with her family. In August of 1943, when the
Ghetto was liquidated, and the Jews of Bialystok were
removed from there to be murdered, this family was

LIFE OF A BIALYSTOKER WOMAN IN MOSCOW

Berta Shokhovsky with her daughter, Alla, and son-in-law,
Leonid Preisman and their 2-year-old son in the apartment
they share in Moscow.

among them. During the next two years, Madame
Shokhovsky suffered greatly at the hands of the Nazis.
She relates how in the boxcar in which she was being
transported to Maidenek, she tried to commit suicide
by cutting her wrists, but she was saved. Now she is one
of the 150 women and 700 men — out of 200,000
inmates — who have survived the ghastly death camp.

In April 1945, when she was freed from Bergen-
Belsen by the British, she did not return to Bialystok,
which was at the time a part of the Soviet Union. She
was unable to return to Poland, also, because she was
considered to be a Russian citizen. Following her
release from the camp, she became very ill and the Brit-
ish brought her back to health in one of their hospitals.
She wanted to remain in England, but her application
was denied by the British due to a legal twist.

Under the Hitler-Stalin Pact, Bialystok had
become part of the Soviet Union after Soviet troops
occupied it in 1939. After the war, it was returned to
Poland. But in 1945, it was still Soviet territory. Since
Mrs. Shokhovsky was theoretically a Soviet citizen, she
was sent to Russia.

Mrs. Shokhovsky’s tortured road then led to Yalta
in the Crimea, where she moved with her husband Gri-
gori in 1955. A child was born to the couple in 1966,
and two years later Mr. Shokhovsky, 20 years older
than his wife, died. Mrs. Shokhovsky remained in
Yalta, working as an accountant until she reached
retirement age. She then returned to the capital with her
daughter Alla.

Speaking in the French language that she learned
as a schoolgirl, she concluded her interview in these
words:

“I am a Jew,” she said. “I am not a Russian or a
Pole. I am a Jew, and all my life I have had to submit
to other cultures. But after everything I have seen, how
can I possibly feel like everybody else. How can I possi-
bly forget what I am?”
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§ BIALYSTOKER CENTER —
§ “A HOME WITH A SPIRIT”

Nzzzby Dr. Luba Krugman Gurdus zzz)

The motto of the Bialystoker Center is not only
fully deserved but well earned. The Bialystoker Center,
Home and Infirmary for the Aged is truly “A Home
with a Spirit.” It provides long-term residence and all
necessary support for the elderly and houses a clinic
and hospital for the ill and infirm. During the fifty
years of its existence it became known as one of the
finest geriatric facilities in the city. The Center serves as
international headquarters for people originating from
Bialystok and presently scattered around the globe who
bear a close affinity to the place which takes such
exceptional pain to perpetuate the fine traditions of
their native city, once widely recognized as an impor-
tant center of East European Jewry.

On a brisk October morning we visited the Center
for a Breakfast-Dedication of a Red Magen David
Ambulance, sponsored by the members of the Bialys-
toker Home for Kfar Tabor in Israel. The occasion was
meaningful and the speeches heartwarming. The spa-
cious Reception Hall was solidly filled with participants
eager to share the excitement and listen to Sam Solasz,
president, Izaak Rybal, secretary general and Mike Kre-
mer, chairman of the Israeli emergency campaign.

The ceremony was concluded with the acceptance
speech of David Sidman, National director of the
American Red Magen David for Israel who handed the
appreciation certificates to Mrs. Solasz and Mrs. Rybal.
Before leaving the Center we were treated by Mr. Rybal
to a guided tour of the facility and left it with a deep
feeling of indelible impression.

The Bialystoker Center was established in 1931 by
David Sohn, assisted by friends and supporters. It is
presently staffed by well trained and dedicated profes-
sionals in all relevant disciplines, medical, nursing,
recreational, chaplaincy and rehabilitation. Of its eight
floors, four are reserved for a regular hospital and one

is fully equipped with diagnostic and treatment facilities
for a physician, dentist and therapist. The Center is a
beneficiary of New York State which covers most of its
expenses but its staff is nearly double the number
allowed by the state to assure greater efficiency and
care. The Center houses 95 residents at any given time
but the waiting list is long and plans for expansion are
already in operation. Most residents function with only
minimal assistance, others require medical care. For the
chronically ill the Home provides full time nursing
under the supervision of its medical staff and the facili-
ties of its fully equipped clinics for dentistry, podiatry,
ophthalmology and physiotherapy. The diagnostic and
treatment equipment are being constantly checked and
brought up to date. This requires large investment
which can only be obtained through the generosity of
the Home’s members and friends.

The food is strictly kosher and diets are observed
according to need. Some residents take meals in their
floors’ dining areas but the majority uses the spacious
dining room on the ground floor which also houses an
air-conditioned synagogue for daily prayers. The rabbi,
serving as spiritual leader, is often assisted in his duties
by a counselor and therapist. The Center provides
social and cultural activities for all those able to partici-
pate. They are taken for walks, short trips and while
indoors they follow a variety of programs carefully pre-
pared by the skilled staff. Their entertainment includes
amateur performances, musical programs and movies.

Each floor has a television set and phonograph,
manned by an attendant. The residents are neatly
dressed“and seem happy in the congenial and relaxed
atmosphere. The Home is a truly unique place which
offers the elderly the well deserved care.

The Center’s activities include many areas of relief
primarily for Bialystok families, notably in Poland. The
Home also publishes a bilingual periodical, “Bialys-
toker Stimme” read by members and friends through-
out the world. It enhances their ties with the Center and
kindles their spirit of belonging and continuity, recap-
tured in this “Home with a Spirit”’ which truly deserves
all our appreciation and wholehearted support.

guided by Izaak Rybalowski and Yehoshua Schachter,
the administrator of the institution.

The Home for Elderly Residents and the Center in
general, are being maintained in the best fashion.
Regardless of the fact that the building was built many
years ago, everything is conducted in a very orderly
manner. The rooms, hallways, auditoriums, activity
rooms, and even the bathrooms, are kept very clean,
and equipped with the very latest of hygienic and medi-
cal apparatus.

But most important of all in the institution is the
warmth which is always so evident in the care and ser-
vice that are provided by the staff to the elderly resi-
dents, regardless of their age or health condition. It is
so heart-warming to hear the words of praise from the
lips of the elderly residents, some of whom are in their
nineties, for the excellent care and concern that is con-
stantly shown to them. We were greatly moved when

we listened to the conversation of the elderly among
themselves, and between them and the staff members.
Our visit to the grand auditorium, the meeting halls,
and to the beautiful synagogue, on whose walls are
installed the memorial plates in memory of deceased
Bialystoker, many of whom I had known and who were
near and dear to me, was for me an unforgettable
experience.

The leadership of the Bialystoker Center, the Gen-
eral Secretary Izaak Rybalowski, and the entire staff of
this worthy institution, deserve our undying apprecia-
tion and gratitude for maintaining and guarding the
memory, and for continuing the heritage, both happy
and sad, of our former beloved home-city. I wish you
all many years of good health that you should be able
to continue with this important work, which also
reflects great pride and prestige upon all of our
landsleit.



March, 1983 BIALYSTOKER STIMME 11

KR ...........0.....0.0Q...OQO...Q.....0........0....‘.'Q..‘....‘. R “W
O:u:bo:n:“.oo.oo:oo.oo.n.u.n.n.u.«.“.oo.oo.u.“.n.n.OO.”.n.“.“.“.“.“.“."."."."."o"o"o"."o"o"o“o“.“.“.“.“.".“.".“.“.“.“.“o"o"o"o“o"o"o“c"o"o"o"o"o“o“o":"o"o“o"o"o".“o“:": !

A VISIT COUPLED WITH LONGING!
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The writer of this article, our worthy landsman,
Ralph Bell, was born in Bialystok, and stems from
the well known family Bellock, which resided in
Shvientego Street there. Both in his own home
with his parents, as well as in the Hebrew Gymna-
sium where he studied, he absorbed a great love
and devotion for Judaism and his roots, which he
has maintained loyally throughout the years.

Ralph Bell, who was active, before the war, in
the Zionist Youth Organization in Bialystok, was
also a member of the Jewish Resistance Move-
ment against the Nazis. Following the liquidation
of the ghetto, in the summer of 1943, Mr. Bell
experienced a great deal of suffering and pain in
various Nazi concentration camps, including
Auschwitz. After the war, he served with distinc-
tion in the American intelligence service, in Aus-
tria. He arrived in America in 1947, and shortly
thereafter he married Miss Jeanette Unger. Mr.
Bell was one of the founders, and served as presi-
dent of the Trio Sporting Goods Mfg. Co., for
over 34 yeras, until his retirement in 1981.

Mr. Ralph Bell is an active Zionist, and partici-
pates in many important projects. He was also
president of the Zionist Organization in Chicago.
He and his wife are both active in various,Jewish
community and philanthropic organizations in
Chicago, as well as for the State of Israel. The
couple has reared fine children and grandchildren
from whom they derive a great deal of nachas.

Since Ralph Bell came to America in 1947, he
has been in constant touch with the Bialystoker
Center in New York. He and his dear wife are
also devoted supporters of our institution. The
beloved couple evoke a great deal of high regard
from all who know them. We are happy to pub-
lish the following article, written by our worthy
landsman, whom we wish lots of happiness and
joy, together with his beloved wife, their children,
grandchildren and their entire family...

(Editor’s Note)

I was struck by mixed emotions when I decided to
visit the Bialystoker Center and Home for the Aged in
the old Jewish East Side in New York.

Ratner Garden, which is an important part of the holy
city of Jerusalem, the heart of the Jewish people. And I
am thinking simultaneously of the tireless and devoted
son of the Jewish people, Max Ratner, the former
immigrant-boy of Bialystok, who has reached the high-
est levels in the world of industry, business and culture.
But he has still remained, and will always remain, true
to his source, the great lineage of the old, wonderful
Jewish city of Bialystok, which has been destroyed by
the Nazi murderers.

Standing left to right: Ralph Bell, Grisha Beloch, and
David Kremer

I am reminded that since my liberation from the
Nazi concentratuon camps, in May 1945, I had a strong
desire to meet with my Bialystoker landsleit, and to
recall our home-city, to which we are bound with
strong chains. In my many trips through America,
Europe, Latin America, the near and far East, and
other places, I never stinted in time to meet with lands-
leit whom 1 always considered near and dear.

Nevertheless, during my visits to New York, I
unwittingly avoided visiting the Bialystoker Center and
Home for the Aged. I have the feeling that this was due
to the fact that I still felt obsessed by the specter of the
devastation of the old Bialystok, especially the
Kupietzko Street which I used to visit as a youngster,
together with my father.

I became more interested in the Bialystoker Center
when I contacted my good friend and neighbor of Bia-
lystok, Izaak Rybalowski, the General Secretary of the
Bialystoker Center, Home and Infirmary for the Aged.
I always knew him as an honorable, energetic, and con-
scientious individual, who is completely devoted to his
work. He incorporates within himself, on the highest
level, all the goodness of Bialystok. I have reached the
conclusion that the Bialystoker Center is much more
than simply a home for elderly residents, as important
as that may be from a humanitarian standpoint.

The Bialystoker Center is a great and important
institution, which represents the very heart and soul of
Bialystok — the Bialystok that was! The activities of
the Center, the semi-annual publication of the “Bialys-
toker Stimme”, and the recently published Bialystoker
Memorial Book, these comprise the wonderful, powerful
sustenance, the food for the spirit, upon which we, the
Bialystoker the world over, feed.

During my most recent visit in New York, I met
with my cousin Grisha/Gregory Beloch, as well as
David Kremer, both from Rio de Janeiro, and together
we visited the old-new Bialystoker Center. We were
very impressed by what we saw. We were escorted and
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During my recent visit to the State of Israel, at the
end of November and beginning of December, 1982,
when I went as a delegate to the World Conference of
Jewish Journalists, I visited several interesting places.
The impressions one receives remain indelibly inscribed,
as they do with everyone who visits the Jewish home-
land. One such impression, which is related to the fam-
ous Cleveland philanthropist Max Ratner, remains with
me constantly.

Since we stayed at the King David Hotel in Jerusa-
lem, where the World Conference of Jewish Journalists
took place, I took advantage of every opportunity to
take a walk in the capital of the Jewish state, together
with my dear wife, Miriam. It is unforgettable; one is
actually mesmerized when walking through the streets
and alleys of the holy city of Jerusalem. One continues
to look all around him, and becomes enthralled by all
the sights. This is particularly true when one walks in
the vicinity of the Old City, leading to the mighty West-
ern Wall.

My wife and I made a habit of gazing out of the
window of our hotel room early in the morning, and
watched in the still of the morning as a new day
dawned over the eternally holy city of the Jewish state.
What magic one beholds then; it is unforgettable.

Once, after my wife and I had watched a new day
dawn over Jerusalem, we went out for our morning
walk. How is it possible to portray such a marvelous
sight? As we were walking, it seemed as if we were sur-
rounded by some kind of magical spell. We continued
to walk downhill, until suddenly, near the Herod Gate
and the towers that surround the old section of the eter-
nal Jewish capital, we came upon a very beautiful
garden. It was a part of the newly developed and rebuilt
Jerusalem National Park, which is continuously being
improved and widened. Then I noticed the name
RATNER, which was not unknown to me.

Before I left New York for Israel, I knew that the
ever active and devoted Jew, Max Ratner, also does a
great deal for the State of Israel. In addition to working
tirelessly as leader of the American-Israel Trade
Comm., he also helps Israel on various levels regarding
industrial development and trade; he also helps Israel in
many ways with his personal contributions

One of the contributions of Max Ratner consists of
his great support of the beautification of the magnifi-
cent city of Jerusalem.

I telephoned the city management of Jerusalem in
order to learn more details. Soon we met Mr. Alan
Friedman, Public Relations Director of Mayor Teddy
Kollek’s office. He welcomed me and my wife in a very
friendly manner. He even brought along with him Mr.
Jacob Charlop, who took a number of photos while we
were in the Ratner Garden.

In our discussion Mr. Alan Friedman told us that
the name of Max Ratner — as that of the entire Ratner

| THE RATNER FAMILY GARDEN IN OLD JERUSALEM
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Mr. I. Shmulewitz standing in the Max Ratner Famlly Garden

family — was well known in Jerusalem. They are
known as wholehearted supporters and devoted friends
of the State of Israel, as well as of the capital city of the
Jewish state. This is also evident from the beautiful
garden, not far from the Herod Gate, which has been
enlarged and expanded, thanks to the generous help of
Max Ratner and his wife, Betty.

The “Ratner Family Garden” is a part of the Jer-
usalem National Park, which is constantly being
enlarged in Israel’s capital city. The Ratner Garden is
across from Shadin Street, which is one of the liveliest
streets in Jerusalem. Approaching the garden, one sees
from afar a long new road, paved with pure white
stones, and on both sides are young beautiful trees. On
both sides, also, are new, clear stone benches for
passersby.

On these benches one can meet sitting there, local
residents, who come there to rest and to marvel at the
new beautiful park, as well as tourists who come to
stroll in the vincinity. In his comments, Mr. Alan Fried-
man told us exact details as to how the Ratner Family
Garden is now being cleared and enlarged, and will
occupy a large portion of that vicinity.

At the entrance to the new magnificent garden is a
gigantic white stone in the form of a cut down tree. On
it appears an inscription in Hebrew, English and
Arabic, as follows: “The Ratner Family Garden — ded-
icated to Jerusalem by Max and Betty Ratner”. On the
other side of the street, across from the new magnificent
garden, is the great, new famous Rockefeller Museum.

I can still see before my eyes the new magnificent
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Upon looking around, I suddenly remembered that
we once had a neighbor known as ““Chaim the Tailor.”
I inquired about him of an old Christian woman, who
showed me the place where Chaim the Tailor used to
live. And in this fashion I was able to locate the house
where I was born, and where I spent my childhood. It
was a wooden structure, with several steps in front.

Simultaneously I recalled that my brother and I
used to steal cherries from a cherry tree that stood in
Chaim’s garden. The kind-hearted Chaim would appre-
hend us in the act. But instead of beating us, he would
scold us gently, and give us five kopecs, so that we
could buy some cherries in a nearby shop instead of
plucking them from the tree in his garden.

I was deeply moved when I saw before my eyes
that very cherry tree. The tree was still standing in the
same place, spread out and blossomed forth in full life,
in spite of all the cataclysmic occurrences that took
place all around it in that land. Yes, I remember the
Choroszcz of old very well!

I can visualize in my mind’s eye the scene, where I
am in my mother’s arms. I see also a pot of chocolate-
cocoa, and a piece of bread and jam are in my hand. I
can even hear my mother saying to our neighbor: “See
how he likes it.”” I remember it all very well, though I
was only two years old, and was as yet unable to talk.

When I was four years old, my family moved to
Bialystok, where my father built a house for us, with a
small textile factory attached to it. This was on Ksia-
zeca Street, near the Trilling factory, which led to Czen-
stochovska St., which led to Kipowa Street. When I
visited Bialystok on that occasion, I was able to find
Lipowa Street, as well as Czenstochovsak Street, where
the street signs were still the same.

But when I walked a short distance, I found that
the street was soon blocked by a stone wall. I turned in
all directions. I looked here and there, but I was unable
to find my former home. It was a strange feeling that I
had. I felt as if I had wandered into the world of Kafka.

A few years later I returned once again to my
former hometown of Bialystok. The wall that had pre-
viously blocked the Czenstochovska Street was no
longer there. I saw before my eyes a vacant lot. I found
it impossible to locate the place where my former home
stood. Among the several structures that still remained
standing in that area, I was able to recognize the Drus-
kin Gymnasium, where I had studied together with
others.

AMONG MY OWN

If I have considered it necessary to revive all of
these reminiscences of my childhood and past youth, it
is a direct consequence of my having met with the Bia-
lystoker landsleit, all the workers and supporters of the
Bialystoker Center and Home for the Aged. This is a
necessary change, which is required for a return to our
“roots” of yesteryear.

When I attended the wonderful celebration at the
Waldorf-Astoria Hotel, I experienced a very satisfied
feeling. In one of the speeches that I heard, a speaker
referred to “Our beloved Bialystok.” True. For each
one of us bears in his heart an image of Bialystok as it

looked prior to the Holocaust. And we see it clearly:
That regardless of the destruction of the Jewish Bialys-
tok, our dear Bialystok, the enemy was unsuccessful in
destroying us.

The enemy — may he perish — has destroyed only
the physical aspect of Bialystok. He was unable to kill
its spirit, its traditions, and its faith. All of those pre-
cious and eternal attributes have found a fruitful soil in
New York, where a new Bialystok has found roots and
has prospered.

All those who gave their support and energy
towards this rebuilding, deserve great praise and bless-
ing. For they have contributed towards the future and
the renaissance of the Jewish existence and survival. It
is in this light that we must consider the publication of
the moumental “‘Bialystoker Memorial Book.” This
represents a gargantuan achievement.

In closing, I wish to state that at the celebration at
the Waldorf-Astoria Hotel, I experienced an extraordi-
nary atmosphere among my own, including the wonder-
fully delicious foods, which reminded me of the meals
we used to enjoy during the holidays of the Bialystok of
yesterday.

(] [

GRAND ANNUAL BIALYSTOKER
BENEFIT—CONCERT AT LINCOLN
CENTER IS GREAT SUCCESS

As in recent years, the last annual Bialystoker Con-
cert was conducted with great success. On Sunday, Sep-
tember 12, 1982, a great throng of Bialsytoker Landsleit
and friends of New York and its environs gathered for
this impressive event. The giant, elegant Avery Fisher
Hall of the magnificent Lincoln Center in New York
was the setting for the huge audience, consisting of
almost 3000 /andsleit and friends.

The program, in which a number of well known
artists participated, consisted of a musical review in
Yiddish, Hebrew, and English, titled “With Love To
Jerusalem.” On this occasion, a collection took place in
connection with the Bialystoker Emergency Campaign
for Israel. Men and women of the Bialystoker Center
gathered contributions in large plastic bags in the aisles
and in the lobby.

Prior to the musical program, the overflowing
audience heard greetings from Mr. Sam Solasz, Presi-
dent of the Bialystoker Center, and Mr. Izaak Rybal, its
General Secretary. Mr. Solasz appealed to the audience
to contribute to the special Bialystoker Campaign. The
people responded warmly. Mr. Rybal thanked the thou-
sands of spectators for their wholehearted support,
especially the representatives of the various organiza-
tions who were present. He also lauded the Bialystoker
landsleit and friends for attending this traditional
theater event every year.

The enthusiastic audience welcomed the artists
with great zest, and responded with well deserved
applause. In particular, the audience showed its great
appreciation for the magnificent presentations given by
Mischa Raizen, the world famous Metropolitan Opera
star and Cantor, and the popular Israeli singer, Geula
Gill. Both artists left a tremendous impression.
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555 by Arnold A. Bagon Brussels, Belgium s NN

Our well known landsman Arnold A. Bagon, who
resides in Belgium, is one of the most prominent
industrialists in Europe. His name, as well as his
important achievements, are also acknowledged in
other parts of the world. Mr. Bagon, who is a very
successful engineer and a world famous builder of
tunnels and bridges on a grand scale, was born in
the village of Choroszcz, not far from Bialystok.
His parents were Bezalel and Shaine, of the house-
hold of Perimutter/Bagon. When he was very
young, his family moved to Bialystok. His father
had a small factory on Tchenstochover Street,
near the Trillings factory. The young Arnold later
studied at Druskins Gymnasium, from which he
was graduated in 1926. Shortly thereafter he left
Bialystok and moved to Belgium, where his
brother lived. There Arnold Bagon studied very
diligently. Then he studied at the University of
Lesz, from which he was graduated in 1932, with
high honors.

Arnold A. Bagon never stinted in time, energy or
hard work, until he reached a very prominent posi-
tion in his chosen profession of engineering. Ulti-
mately he became the owner of an important
company that builds large tunnels, bridges, and
also subways. Mr. Bagon’s company built most of
the subways in Brussels, as well as a number of
the largest bridges, for which he received great
recognition. Our worthy /andsman also built a
number of important bridges in the State of Israel,
some of which are named “Bagon Bridge.” Mr.
Bagon helps the Jewish state in many other ways,
thanks to his many talents. He is responsible for a
number of important discoveries, for which he has
received a great deal of recognition.

Our prominent landsman, Arnold A. Bagon, is
one of five children, from his former hometown.
His father died right before World War Il. His
mother, together with his sister, Esther, were mur-
dered by the Nazis. Another sister, Dinah, now
lives with her family in Tel Aviv. A brother, Jack,
lives in Jerusalem. And another sister, Neche, lives
in Moscow. Mr. Bagon has two gifted children, a
son and a daughter. His son is a kidney specialist.
Mr. Bagon is also the happy grandfather of several
grandchildren. He lost his wife a short time ago.

Regardless of Arnold Bagon’s great success on
the highest level in the industrial world, in Bel-
gium, as well as on the international scene, he has
still remained a proud Jew, who prides himself
constantly regarding his roots in Bialystok, where
he received his early training, which led him into
the world at large. He is also active in the Jewish
community life in Belgium, particularly in the Zion-
ist movement there. Mr. Bagon supports the Jew-
ish state in many ways.

Arnold Bagon was one of the prominent guests
among the Bialystoker /andsleit from abroad, who
participated in the great celebration in honor of
the publication of the monumental Bialystoker

ARNOLD A. BAGON

Memorial Book, and the 50th Anniversary of the
Bialystoker Center, Home and Infirmary for the
Aged, which took place in the Waldorf-Astoria
Hotel in New York, on Sunday, May 16, 1982.
( We print herewith a fascinating article, which
was sent to us by our worthy and prominent /ands-
man from Belgium: Editor.)

REMINISCENCES FROM THE PAST AND
PRESENT

All human beings are inextricably connected with
their origins. Strong forces constantly propel them back
to the place of their birth. No one is able to free himself
from this phenomenon. It is obviously an ingrown con-
genital characteristic.

Though I lost my mother and sister with her two
children in the terrible Holocaust, I was nevertheless
unable to resist the impulse which prompted me to
return to the place of my childhood.

I was born in Choroszcz, which is eight kilometers
from Bialystok. This is a small village, consisting of
wooden houses — somewhat resembling the fantasized
Antenevka of “Fiddler on the Roof.” Having arrived
there after such a long absence, I had some difficulty in
locating my childhood home, because no one in that
neighborhood seemed to know anything about the
Bagon Family.
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§ INITIAL REFLECTIONS
by Rabbi CHARLES J. SHOULSON, Chaplain

My arrival at the Bialystoker Center in the role of
Rabbi-Chaplain has served, among other things, to
answer a question that has been troubling me for some
time. What is happening to the Landsmanschaften,
especially following the tragic Holocaust in Eastern
Europe? Since there is practically no one left over there
to concern us, what function would such a ‘“‘Brother-
hood” have in this country and the world over? What
would be the cohesive force to keep such groups
together?

Here, at the Bialystoker Center, one finds the per-
fect illustration of the social and cultural role that such
a Landsmanschaft can play in the lives of its members. I
have observed and studied other similar groups, but I
am convinced that there is none to compare with the
Bialystoker, either in numbers or in the scope of its
objectives.

In the Jewish tradition the Mitzvah of “Bikur Cho-
lim” signified a great deal more than simply visiting the
sick. It implied also caring for the aged and the infirm
in every way possible. If that is true, then our Bialys-
toker Center, Home and Infirmary for the Aged repres-
ents the noblest expression of that ideal: Here, under
the most sanitary, orderly, and most loving conditions,
the elderly and the infirm are cared for. And, if they are
not in need of physical attention, I marvel at the great
concern that goes into the planning and execution of a
well rounded program, with a full staff of doctors and
nurses, that seeks to satisfy all the recreational, cultural
and spiritual needs of our elderly residents.

Sixty one years of the “Bialystoker Stimme”’ bear
witness to the exalted place that our world-famous
institution has occupied in acting as the steward of the
cultural-historical aspect of Bialystok before and after
the Holocaust; about prominent personalities, who
stem from Bialystok; informative articles describing
their activities and achievements in the U.S.A. and in
other countries, and stories and poems written by gifted
authors and writers. The Stimme has served to retain
and strengthen the strong chain that binds all Bialys-
toker to their homeland and its traditions. We are par-
ticularly concerned with the effect that this has upon
our younger folks — the second and third generations
— to insure that these precious memories and treasured
relationships should not be forgotten or lost.

After the above has been said, however, if I were
asked what impresses me most of all about the Bialys-
toker Center, I would have to reply that it is the charit-
able and humanitarian work that is done by its
leadership. One would expect that in an institution
which is non-profit, and sustained largely by voluntary
contributions, the prevailing concern would be directed
inward towards itself only. But that is not true here. To
my great surprise and utter delight, I find that our lead-
ership makes use of its powerful unified force to direct
its attention towards other great causes, such as Israel,
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CHARLES J SHOULSON
Chaplain of the Bialystoker Center and Home for the Aged.

and other worthy needs. Here I find real Brotherhood in
action daily, and I am truly proud to be a part of it.

I feel that I am unable to conclude these observa-
toins without including a few words about the two men
with whom I am called upon to work very closely every
day. The first is Mr. Izaak Rybal, whom I consider to a
be a coordinator par excellence, who is in constant
touch with our /landsleit throughout the world. I learn
from him daily and, in addition, I am the happy recip-
ient of his warm friendship and brotherly association. I
actually look foward to my day’s work with him. It is
always a revelation and pleasure to be in his company.
Whether it concerns my duty to supervise the kashrut in
the kitchen, the daily Minyan, the Bible class on Friday
mornings, or the memorial tablets, Kaddish and Yah-
rzeits, I can always depend upon Mr. Rybal’s full sup-
port and cooperation.

I must hasten to add my great satisfaction at hav-
ing to work with Mr. Yehoshua Schachter, our able
Administrator of the Home.. In him I observe a quiet
efficiency that goes hand in hand with a friendly
disposition.

It is my hope and prayer that I shall be privileged
to spend many years in my position here at this world-
famous institution, to give it the very best that I have to
offer and, in turn, to bask in the comforting shade of its
vast prestige and time-honored tradition.

BUY AND HELP US
PUBLICIZE THE GREAT
NEW BIALYSTOKER
MEMORIAL BOOK
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It is common knowledge that in recent years insti-
tutions such as ours have been subject to rigid scrutiny.
Perhaps this has been due to the fact that some such
homes for the elderly have been found to be negligent
in their responsibilities. We, at the Bialystoker Center
and Home, can justly be proud of the fact that we have
always come through with flying colors, regardless of
who conducted the inspection, or the surprise
conditions.

* * *

UNITED WAY. As you know, our institution is
the recipient of United Way funds. Consequently it has
been customary for them to send groups, on occasion,
to tour our premises, in order to witness with their own
eyes exactly what it is that they are supporting, and to
report back to the others.

* Kk %

Happily the reaction that we have found is that we
are considered to be a model institution of its kind in
this country. This past season I have personally con-
ducted a half dozen such tours, and I can report that
there have been times when some of the men and
women started the tour with a negative attitude and
have left with a positive and well disposed attitude.

* % *

REPAIR PROGRAM OF OUR EXTERNAL
FACADE. The city of New York has a new law that
requires all buildings over five stories high to be
inspected periodically by a construction engineer and to
recommend any changes that must be made in the inter-
ests of public safety. Since our edifice is not of the
latest, it stands to reason that certain improvements
would be inevitable. I am happy to report that all of the
required renovations to our external structure have now
been concluded. We are always most eager, in any case,
to maintain our building in the best possible condition,
to preserve its beauty and durability.

* % B

UNION NEGOTIATIONS. Following more than
a year of tedious negotiations, we have finally con-
cluded an agreement with Union Local 144. Since we
are not a part of the Master Contract that they have
with most of the other institutions of our kind, we are
in a position to act more independently. So when you
read in the newspapers that the Local is about to go on
a strike, there is no cause for alarm, since we act inde-
pendently in the matter. We appreciate your interest
and concern, but we wish to reassure you in such an
instance. Our interests are usually well in hand.

* * %

In concluding these remarks, I wish to make a final
reference to a matter that I have treated in previous
reports in this space. You will recall that I had recom-
mended that we seek approval from the state to convert

FROM THE DESK OF OUR ADMINISTRATOR §
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the fourth floor of our institution from a Health
Related Facility (HRF) status to a Skilled Nursing
Facility (SNF) status. (HRF refers to residents who
simply are in need of supervision, while SNF refers to
patients who require medical attention). Well, the fact
that the State granted us permanent approval proves,
upon hindsight, that the change was truly necessary and
in the best interests of the elderly residents in our care.

% % W

As of last June, we have 71 SNF beds and 24 HRF
beds. This arrangment is working out very well. Furth-
ermore, we have decided to limit the 4th floor to those
individuals who are able to dine in our residents’ dining
hall on the second floor.
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WE ARE PROUD OF OUR STAFF PHYSICIAN
DR. DAVID H. WOLDENBERG

We were very proud to learn of the distinguished
honor that was recently conferred upon our prominent
staff physician of the Bialystoker Home and Infirmary
for the Aged, Dr. David Woldenberg. The announce-
ment came from the American College of Physicians
that Dr. David H. Woldenberg has been elected to Fel-
lowship in the 54,000-member national medical spe-
cialty society. Dr. Woldenberg, a specialist in Internal
Medicine and Cardiology, will be honored during the
Convocation ceremony at the College’s annual Session
in San Francisco, CA, April 11-14, 1983.

Dr. David H. Woldenberg is one of 16,000 physi-
cians honored with Fellowship in the College 642 have
been elected this year.

Election to Fellowship in the College signifies that
a physician has been recognized by his colleagues as
having attained a level of medical scholarship and
achievement in internal medicine. Usually, a Fellow
has authored articles in medical journals, presented
papers at medical meetings, is involved in the teaching
of young doctors and medical students and has made
other notable contributions to the advancement of med-
ical science and practice.

The American College of Physicians, founded in
1915, represents doctors of internal medicine (internists)
and related specialists. Through rigorous membership
requirements, contact with health care officials in
government and the private sector, and programs of
continuing medical education, the College works to
upgrade the quality of medical practice, education and
research in the U.S.

The Bialystoker Center, Home and Infirmary for
the Aged wishes our good friend and honoree, Dr. Wol-
denberg, continued success in his chosen medical spe-
cialty. We hope and pray that the Almighty will grant
the good doctor many more years of good health and
happiness, so that he may continue in his sacred work
of alleviating the pain and illness of the suffering.
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Mrs. Sam Solasz, Mr. and Mrs. Izaak Rybal, Mr. and
Mrs. Sol Krim, and Mr. and Mrs. Mike Kremer.

Mrs. Rose Solasz then gave a check to Mr. David
Sidman in the sum of $8,000, as the final payment for
the ambulance. She expressed great personal satisfac-
tion in being involved in the work of the Bialystoker
Center, in the interest of the institution itself, all Jewish
causes, and for the State of Israel.

Mrs. Molly Rybal then spoke briefly. She accepted
the plaque in behalf of the Bialystoker Center, and
expressed a hope that the State of Israel will soon
become financially and militarily independent, so that it
should not be in need of external assistance. Mrs. Rybal
concluded by saying that she was certain that she was
expressing the hope of everyone present that the people
of Israel will soon be able to live in happiness and in
peace.

At the conclusion of this gala occasion, Mr. Abe
Mintz spoke briefly. The Vice-President of the Bialys-
toker Center stressed his view that the differences
among the various factions in Israel must be settled by
themselves, without any outside interference. He called
for unstinting support of the Jewish state, regardless of
who may be in the leadership.

Y 1)
DR. JACOB SOKOL

Dr. Jacob Sokol, well known Jewish community
leader and Hebraicist, died on Sept. 3, 1982, at the age
of 73. He was active in many Jewish organizations.

Dr. Sokol, a physician, was born in Bialystok, Rus-
sia, and received his medical education in Switerzland.

DR. JACOB SOKOL

He interned at the Bialystoker Jewish Hospital in Bia-
lystok, and at Beth Moses Hospital, in Brooklyn, N.Y.

Further post-graduate medical training was taken
in Los Angeles, Calif. where Dr. Sokol practiced for 39
years. He was an attending physican and assistant Clin-
ical Professor of Medicine at the University of Southern
Calif., School of Medicine.

He is survived by his widow Shoshanah, his
daughters Aviva and Rebecca, and five grandchildren.

The Officers and Directors of the Bialystoker Cen-
ter and Home wish to extend their heartfelt sympathy
and sincerest condolences to the entire Sokol Family,
and we hope and pray that the Almighty will comfort
them in their great loss.

SCRANTON CANTOR HAS BIALYSTOK
FOREBEARS

Cantor Marcos Salman, who was recently named
Cantor of Temple Israel in Scranton, Pa., is the son of
Cantor Eliezer Salman, who stems from Bialystok.
Born in Buenos Aires, Argentina, he began singing at
the age of 6. By the time he reached age 10, he was
already singing as a cantor, accompanied by a profes-
sional choir. Throughout his early career his voice
teacher was the famous Argentinian opera singer, Anto-
nio Carrion. After Carrion’s death, his wife, the soprano
Hilda Angelici, continued as the cantor’s voice teacher.
Professor Antonio D’Agostino was his teacher.

Cantor Salman is an accomplished lyric tenor, who
has performed in several operas. He sang first tenor
parts in “Rigoletto™, “La -Traviata”, “L’Elisir
D’Amor”, and others. He has toured throughout the
Republic of Argentina as an opera singer. In his role as
Cantor, he has appeared in Brazil, Panama, Costa Rica,
Venezuela, Uruguay, the U.S.A., and in the Temple Jer-
usalem in Buenos Aires.

On Sunday, November 7th, 1982, a concert took
place at the Century Club in Scranton, presenting a
program of selected operatic vignettes which served
to provide a vehicle for the auspicious debut of a tenor
recently arrived in these parts.

Cantor Marcos Salman is a native of Argentina
and was brought to Temple Israel by Dr. Shoop in the
spring of this year to serve as Cantor in that place of
worship. He is the possessor of a lyric tenor voice as
much at home in the Italian operatic milieu as it is in
the sacred repertory of his calling, and with a vocal
quality in the mold of Alfredo Kraus, Cesare Valletti
and Luigi Alva.

The program consisted of a tenor aria, the “Brin-
disi,” and the Act IV finale of “La Traviata,” a love
duet, and the quartet from ‘“‘Rigoletto”; and the tenor-
alto duet “Ai nostri monti”’ from “Il Trovatore” — all
by Guiseppe Verdi; the canon quartet “Mir ist so Wun-
derbar” from Beethoven’s only opera, “Fidelio; and
the finale from the first act of ‘“La Boheme™ by Gia-
como Puccini.

Tenor Marcos Salman sang the roles of Alfredo.

Cantor Salman was educated at Olivos and Belgrano
colleges, and the University of Buenos Aires. He is also an
accountant, and holds a degree as Doctor of Economics.
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SOLOMON CHABOTSKY

Solomon Chabotsky died on Thursday, February 17,
1983, at the age of 82.

Mr. Chabotsky was a member of the Bialystoker
Young Men’s Association most of his life. He was born in
the city of Bialystok, and came to the USA in 1924. He is
survived by his wife Mildred, a daughter Gertrude
Bressler, a son-in-law, three grandchildren, a brother
Morris, and nieces and nephews.
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IMPRESSIVE CEREMONY AT PRESENTATION OF

BIALYSTOKER AMBULANCE TO STATE OF ISRAEL

A large audience, including the leaders and
workers of the Bialystoker Center, Home and Infirmary
for the Aged, participated in the special Breakfast-
Meeting on Sunday morning, October 24, 1982. The
meeting was dedicated to the presentation of an ambu-
lance to the State of Israel, in the name of the Bialys-
toker Center. This represented a part of the help that
our institution has given to the Jewish state, from the
special “Bialystoker Emergency Campaign for Israel”,
which began during the early part of June of last year.

Mr. Sol Krim, Chairman of the Board of Direc-
tors, conducted the meeting. He greeted the assembled
and stated that the purpose of the gathering was “to
show you what we have done with your contributions”.
Rabbi Charles J. Shoulson of the Bialystoker Center
delivered the Invocation, offering a prayer that the
ambulance of the Bialystoker Center for Israel may be
used only under peaceful conditions.

The audience was then addressed by Mr. Sam
Solasz, the President of the Bialystoker Center and
Home for the Aged, who expressed his deep gratitude
to the members and friends of the Bialystoker Center
for their wonderful response to the special campaign.
“We, at the Bialystoker Center, are proud”, Mr. Solasz
said, “to be an important part of American Jewry,
which gives loyal assistance to Israel in this struggle
with its enemies”.

Sam Solasz also greeted Mr. Israel Becker, the Bia-
lystoker landsman who is the renowned actor of the
“Habima” in Israel. He was here in New York to
arrange and produce the play “The Ketubah™ for the
theatre. Mr. Becker was later also greeted by Mr. Izaak
Rybal, General Secretary of the Bialystoker Center, in
his address.

CLUB OF GRODNER FRIENDS — Left to right: Leon Trachten-

berg, Frank Kirsh, Mrs. Shirley Sulkies, Mr. and Mrs. Adam Ash,

Jacob and Kay Beren, Dora Russek, Fanya Posniak, Mike Kre-
mer, and Jack Wolikow.

Standing left to right: Ruth Winston, Harold Talin, Rose
Finkelstein, Dina Medvedev, Hilda Sloyer, Rose and Rubin
Bindler.

The next speaker was Mr. Mike Kremer, who
served as the Chairman of the ““Bialystoker Emergency
Campaign for Israel.”” Mr. Kremer described exactly
how the campaign was conducted, and how it brought
good results. He expressed high praise for all the
members and friends of the Bialystoker Center for their
enthusiastic cooperation. He expressed great satisfac-
tion over the fact that in addition to the name of *“Bia-
lystoker Center”, the ambulance will also bear the
name of “Club of Grodner Friends.”

Mr. Izaak Rybal, General Secretary of the Bialys-
toker Center and Home for the Aged, then arose to
greet the special guests who were present. He made spe-
cial mention of the group of elderly residents, who were
seated at a beautifully bedecked table for the occasion.
He emphasized that they too participated in the cam-
paign, and contributed a considerable sum.

Mr. Izaak Rybal praised Sam Solasz for providing
the initiative and impetus which started the campaign,
to which he and his wife, Rose, contributed almost a
half of the sum raised. He greeted a group of business
associates and friends of Sam Solasz, who were seated
at a special table. Mr. Rybal spoke with great pride of
the Bialystoker members and friends, who respond so
beautifully to every campaign and to all activities of the
Center. He ended with a further appeal, and many of
those present responded spontaneously for the cause.

Then, those assembled were addressed by Mr.
David Sidman, the National Direcor of the American
Magen David for Israel. He thanked the Bialystoker
Center for their fine support of Israel, and described the
activities of the ‘““‘Red Magen David” in Israel. He con-
cluded by presenting a beautiful appropriate plaque to
the Bialystoker Center, which was accepted by Mr. and
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Itzchak Shamir, the Foreign Minister of the State
of Israel, and a prominent Bialystoker landsman, has
been in America during the month of October on a very
important mission for the Jewish State. During his visit
to New York, the respected Israeli diplomat appeared
before the delegates of the U.N. to explain Israel’s posi-
tion regarding its striving to attain peace in the Middle
East, especially following the war in Lebanon. While in
New York, Mr. Shamir also arranged important meet-
ings and discussions with elders in local Jewish life.

ITZCHAK SHAMIR
Speaking at the United Nations

When Mr. Shamir was in Washington, he had
important meetings with Secretary of State George
Shultz, and other leaders in American government. Mr.
Shamir explained in a courageous fashion the position
of the Jewish State regarding the conflict that exists
between Israel and the Arab countries. The great Amer-
ican press, radio, and television have reported in grand
style on Shamir’s visit here, his appearance before the
General Assembly of the U.N., and his discussions with
American government leaders. 1

We Bialystoker are proud of our prominent lands-
man, who brings great honor to the State of Israel and
to the Jewish people in general. Itzchak Shamir is a
lovable, warm person, who is always willing to meet
with Bialystoker landsleit, with whom he speaks in an
old-country Yiddish.

Itzchak Shamir was born in the year 1915, in the
town of Rozinoi, near Bialystok. He received his
Hebrew and general education in a Hebrew School,

starting with the first grade. Later, until graduation, he
studied at the Hebrew Gymnasium in Bialystok. He
studied jurisprudence in Warsaw, and ‘“‘made aliyah” to
Israel in 1935. He also studied at the Hebrew University
in Jerusalem.

In his youth, Shamir joined the youth group Betar.
Later he was active in the Irgun and Lochai. He was
arrested twice by the British, and escaped twice. For
some time he was in France, where he received asylum
as a political refugee.

In May 1948, when the State of Israel was estab-
lished, he returned to Israel. Shamir, who occupies
important positions in the Israeli government con-
stantly, where he is an important member of the
Knesset, was the Chairman of the Knesset before he
became foreign minister.
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RUBIN BINDLER, HONORARY PRESIDENT
OF THE BIALYSTOKER CENTER CELE-
BRATES HIS BIRTHDAY BY RAISING
FUNDS FOR THE CENTER AND HOME

Our worthy honorary president of the Bialystoker
Center and Home for the Aged, Rubin Bindler, has
initiated a fine tradition on the occasion of his birthday
celebration. Since his birthday falls on Shabbat
Ha’Gadol, the last Shabbat prior to Passover, he
always presents a considerable sum to our institution to
mark the occasion.

Mr. Bindler has remembered to do this for many
years. Each year he takes up a collection from his
friends, landsleit, and family members. This year, also,
before Passover, Mr. Bindler observed this custom. And
he has brought in a considerable sum.

We wish our good friend Bindler that he should
continue to celebrate his birthday for many more years,
and that he should continue to bring in his “Shabbat
Ha’Gadol” gift to the Bialystoker Center and Home for
the Aged, where he occupies a very respected place of
honor.

BUY AND HELP US
PUBLICIZE THE GREAT
NEW BIALYSTOKER
MEMORIAL BOOK
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transmitted to computers and enlarged photographs.
Consequently, this machine yields highly essential infor-
mation regarding the physical condition of the particu-
lar wounded soldier. Of course, this information also
serves to help in the determination of a general diagno-
sis of the condition of the said soldier.

These important parts for this cat-scan medical
machine are manufactured near Haifa, in Israel. The
company, however, has subsidiaries here in America,
which carry out its necessary functions from this coun-
try. The entire matter was accomplished very quickly.
No sooner did we contact the said office in Boston, and
even before we sent them the required $25,000, we
learned through a phone call from Prof. Shani, the fol-
lowing morning, that the needed discs had arrived. The
Bialystoker Center paid the cost of $25,000.

Afterwards we received a very warm thank-you let-
ter from Prof. Shani in behalf of the Tel Ha’Shomer
Hospital, for the very useful gift that we had sent them.
At the same time, Prof. Shani also invited the workers
and members of the Bialystoker Center in New York,
that when they will be in Israel, they should come to
visit the Tel Ha’Shomer Hospital, to witness the great
usefulness of the cat-scan machine and the necessary
parts that were provided by our Bialystoker Center.

HELP FOR ISRAEL AT A DIFFICULT
TIME

Even before we had raised the necessary $100,000
for the special “Bialystoker Emergency Campaign for
Israel”, we decided to give further help to the Jewish
state.

Sam Solasz had told us that when he was in Israel,
he visited the Lebanon border. He saw there how
ambulances were taking wounded soldiers constantly to
hospitals. Mr. Solasz impressed us with the great
importance of ambulances over there. We, therefore,
decided to provide an ambulance from the funds that
we had gathered.

The Bialystoker Center in New York immediately
ordered an ambulance, together with all the necessary
modern equipment, for the Jewish state. For this we
paid the sum of $22,000. On Sunday morning, October
25, 1982, a very impressive ceremony took place in and
in front of the Bialystoker Center, on 228 East Broad-
way, when the leaders of the our Center presented the
ambulance to a representative of the American Red
Magen David. He immediately arranged to send it to
Israel. (A special report on this ceremony may be found
in another section of this issue of the Stimme).

ACKNOWLEDGMENT AND THANKS...

We are happy and proud that the special emer-
gency campaign of the Bialystoker Center has brought
such good results. I wish to take this opportunity to
express our sincere thanks to all our landsleit and
friends, who have made their contributions to this
worthy cause. Special thanks must be given to the Com-
mittee that conducted the entire campaign with great
energy and loyalty. Without their efforts we would not
have reached such good results. At the head of the cam-

paign were Sam Solasz, President of the Bialystoker
Center, Mike Kremer, Chairman of the Emergency
Committee, Mrs. Molly Rybal, Financial Secretary, and
my humble self, who acted as coordinator of all the
work in connection with the “Bialystoker Emergency
Campaign for Israel”.

It must be happily noted that our elderly residents
were also among the devoted contributors to our spe-
cial campaign. They contributed a “‘considerable sum.”

All of us should be proud of these achievements,
for this proves once again the importance of the Bialys-
toker Center for the State of Israel and for the people
of Israel. Similar efforts on our part must continue in
the future, which will bring benefits for the Jewish peo-
ple and the Jewish state in the present critical period for
the Jews.

JANE FONDA’S VISIT

An unexpected visitor who caused great excitement
when she visited the war wounded at SMC was the
actress Jane Fonda. The warmth of her concern was
deeply felt by all who were privileged to meet her. “I
have discovered that the most important thing in help-
ing the severely wounded to rehabilitate themselves is
keeping up their morale,” said Miss Fonda. She was
accompanied by her husband Tom Haydn (on her
right).

She is seen chatting with Dr. Ido Katz, wounded
SMC physician in the I.C.U. On the extreme right is
Dr. M.S. Tirosh, Deputy Director, who accompanied
them on their rounds of the wards.

During the time they spent at the hospital, they
saw Israeli, Lebanese and Syrian wounded in different
hospital wards.

BUY AND HELP US
PUBLICIZE THE GREAT
NEW BIALYSTOKER
MEMORIAL BOOK
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From the very first day of the establishment of the
State of Israel, about 35 years ago, our Bialystoker
Center has stood prepared constantly to give assistance
to the Jewish state. Both as an institution, and as indi-
viduals, the Bialystoker Center has helped by purchas-
ing Israel Bonds and by heading U.J.A. campaigns. In
addition, we have helped to establish our own impor-
tant projects in the State of Israel. This may be said
especially about “Kiryat Bialystok”, a town not far
from Tel Aviv, which was created by the great moral
and financial help of the Bialystoker Center in New
York, in 1949,

Thanks to the great devotion and loyalty of the
members of our Center, we gave particular support to
the Jewish state during the second half of 1982, when
Israel conducted its war in Lebanon. Since this
occurred in the summer time, and we had no meetings,
we had to conduct our ‘“Israel Emergency Campaign”
privately, under very trying circumstances. This means
that we had to phone our landsleit, others we met per-
sonally, wrote numberless letters, etc. And it must be
said that the results were excellent.

It should be mentioned that our good friends, the
Grodner landsleit, members of the “Club of Grodner
Friends,” participated actively in this important special
campaign for the State of Israel. The well known
worker of the Grodner landsleit, Max Kremer, Vice-
President of the Bialystoker Center, was selected to act
as Chairman of the special Campaign Committee. He
carried out his responsibilities with great loyalty. The
stated objective of raising $100,000 has practically been
realized. We are continuing our efforts until our goal
will be reached completely.

With Loyalty to the Brave Soldiers of the
State of Israel

It should be recorded that the announcement of
the creation of the “Bialystoker Israel Emergency Cam-
paign” came on the heels of the return from Israel of
our indefatiguable President of the Bialystoker Center
and Home for the Aged — Sam Solasz! This was in the
beginning of June 1982, when Israel started its war of
“Peace of Galilee”. The report that we received from

OUR SIGNIFICANT SUPPORT FOR
THE STATE OF ISRAEL

By IZAAK RYBAL, General Secretaryoseceocs

our friend Sam Solasz, persuaded us at once to launch
this campaign for the Jewish state. We set as our goal,
as we have said, to raise the sum of $100,000. As stated
above, we have now practically reached our objective.
The sum raised will be distributed in the following
manner:

At the very beginning, we immediately purchased a
water cooler, which we sent to be installed at Kfar
Tabor, in the Medical Center that has been established
in the name of Sam and Rose Solasz. This came in
response to a report that we heard from Mr. Solasz that

The C.A.T. Scanner

when he was on the Israel-Lebanon border, he saw tired
Israeli soldiers passing by, who were in need of a cool
drink of water. We paid over $1,000 for the water
cooler.

At the same time, we decided to give $25,000 for a
hospital in Israel, where wounded soldiers are treated.
We were in close contact about this matter with Micha
Goldman, the Mayor of Kfar Tabor. He, on his part,
immediately contacted Prof. M. Shani, who is the
Director of the well known military hospital in Tel
Ha’Shomer, near Tel Aviv. Soon thereafter, we received
a phone call from Prof. Shani that his hospital is in
need of two special discs; essential parts for a “cat-
scan’” machine in the hospital.

This very important and expensive ‘‘cat-scan”
machine also makes internal medical photos of the
brain of wounded soldiers, which are immediately
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BECOME AN OWNER
OF THE BIALYSTOKER
MEMORIAL BOOK

Bialystoker /andsleit in Amer-
ica and in other countries, as well
as our countless friends, are now
able to acquire the new, great,
monumental Bialystoker Memorial
Book, at the Bialystoker Center in
New York.

This important volume, which
was published in a deluxe format,
and comprises many appropriate
photos, consists of over 600 pages
in a giant edition. Of these, more
than 400 pages are in Yiddish, and
200 pages are in English. The min-
imum cost of the book is $30.00,
plus $4.00 for postage and han-
dling. Send in your order at once
for the Book is fast being sold out.

Please fill out the coupon
below and send it to the Bialys-
toker Center in New York, together
with your check, addressed to:

BIALYSTOKER CENTER Book-Committee
228 East Broadway, New York, N. Y. 10002

Gentlemen:
Please send me a copy of the Bialystoker
Memorial Book.

Enclosed is my check for $§

Name

Address:

City:
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