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Announces to all members, friends and
affiliated organizations that our

ANNUAL THEATRE BENEFIT o] i
will take place 1981 ,IYaNYLAEYD VI3 DYT ARV
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 13, 1981, 2 P.M. ARU™I YRR 2
at Avery Fisher Hall of Lincoln Center PRIV 1ORPIY 11D DRA YWD WPNTR R
Broadway at W. 65th Street. N.Y.C. PAR*171 0K YBO65 IR YMIRI2
In the program, the following entertainers will appear: HPUIPLRI P IPYN DRI YT TR
" 9
EDDIE FISHER WU Ty

VRN IVI2DN VDVIR TIRPDI IR VAT 1IDVOIRNIRD

Famous crooner and recording artist who won the hearts of America DPTIUNR PRI D00

2 JOANNE ENGEL X IACKIE WAKEFIELD TOMPWN WYVITh DAY IPWUTT R
One of America's The original Master D20 W 'R 1pUm W
foremost recording stars of Comedy DIUDRE N9 UB0™n 2TIRRDY R NI

X SAL SICARI X KESTH LEVENSON IWOIYNYY VP K MIRPD YROR
With his “All-Amencan’ Guest Conductor VLT VORI “l0nR 2R. 1™ D

18 piece orchestra AN 18 119 1DYORRIR

Friend " der tickets at 1Y T HFVURI W TYIVD OYIRPINR ¥IVTIML
”i” y ‘ovrgarllza 'O"SII,‘"aVB‘_)’I (&7 Ui &l Chds TTIREYOYY TR X 12T 10 AIMYIPRIN YT KD
y writing to or calling Bialystoker Center. YLIYE YPRUDOR'D YT

PR 1°3,7M7K873 DO°K 228 ,IyUIVR 1:7?15!90"?}_(’3 1B 1AVAVIDINIR
WU AVD IR0 T
DB &K NI 397 TR SPONEIRSYY DRDR AYNTD DY 1 DMIPISPYIPETIN
Published by the Bialystoker Center, 228 East Broadway, New York City

Editorial Committee: Louis Silver, 1zaak Rybal and Rabbi Lowell S. Kronick
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Compliments of

O. K. SANITARY PRODUCTS

933 STANLEY AVENUE
Brookyn, New York 11208

272-7600

S. BERTRAM INC.

Distributors of
Fresh Dairy and Institutional Products
P
329 Greenwich Street

New York, N.Y. 10013

925-6560
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COMPLIMENTS
OF
LOEB & TROPER

Certified Public Accountants

270 Madison Avenue
New York, N.Y. 10016

TELEPHONE: (212) 388-6745

Bedford Office Supplies Co., Inc.
251 LEE AVENUE
. BROOKLYN, NEW YORK 11206

WE CARRY A COMPLETE LINE OF

OFFICE SUPPLIES
COMMERCIAL STATIONERY
BLUMBERG LEGAL FORMS

OFFICE FURNITURE
BUSINESS MACHINES
- SALES - SERVICE - REPAIRS
BOOKKEEPING SUPPLIES
PRINTING
PROMPT DELIVERY

MAX JACOBS, Representative

The Finest in Bronze Tablets

W. & E. BAUM BRONZE TABLET CORP.

/2

524 WEST 43rd STREET
New York, N.Y. 10036

Telephone: BRyant 9-5341

April, 1981
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S. LUNDY'S SONS, Inc.

Kosher Meats and Poultry

/2

934 NORTH 3rd STREET

Philadelphiaq, Pa. 19123

215-627-2050

© GLATT

Travel — Package Tours — Hotel Reservations

Israel, Europe, South America and World
Wide, also the United States, Mexico &
Caribbean

Organizers of 4th Bialystoker Tour to Israel in
1981
Mouving to Israel — Contact Mrs. Rosenthal for:
Appliances, Crating, Shipping & Insurance at
the most reasonable rates.

For all your needs contact one of the oldest & most
reliable travel agencies:

MAX ROSENTHAL
TRAVEL BUREAU, INC.
853 Broadway (near 14th Street)
New York, N.Y. 10003 (Room 410)
Tel. 674-3382-3

Closed Saturdays & Holidays; Open Sundays

HARDWARE MART

244-6 W. 14th Street

New York, N.Y. 10011
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GEORGE CAU
Medical Labor Relations Services
o
P.O. Box 65
Chappaqua, N.Y. 10514

GREETINGS FROM

KOBRICKS COFFEE CO., INC.

71 North Moore Street

Compliments of New York, N.Y. 10013
A FRIEND

COMPLIMENTS OF COMPLIMENTS OF
A FRIEND A FRIEND

Compliments of Greetings from

D 5th AVE. FISH MARKET, INC.

157 — 5th Avenue
A FRIEND
Brooklyn, N.Y. 11217

NE8-1917 NE8-1937
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DR. BROWN’S BEVERAGES

College Point, N.Y. 11356

Compliments of

GNESIN & RUBIN
SAFETY GROUP SERVICE CO. INC.

93 Worth Street

New York, N.Y. 10013

DR. MORRIS J. LIPTON
Optometrist

129 East Broadway
New York, N.Y. 10002
COrtlandt 7-1787 - 1788

CAPITAL SUPPLY COMPANY

111 Eighth Avenue
New York, N.Y. 10011

Maintenance Service House Plants
J & L LANDSCAPING, Inc.
702 Caton Avenve
Brooklyn, N.Y.
Phone: 438-3199

Garden Supplies Sidewalk Trees

THE CAKE STYLISTS, Inc. ©

Creators Of The Finest In
W edding, Bar Mitzvah, Specialty and Party Cakes

56-64 — 58th Place
Maspeth, N.Y. 11378
Phones: 894-3494 — 894-3495 — 894-3496

629-2735 444-6475

F. NORTMAN CORP.

Institutional Groceries - Condiments
Caterers' Supplies Our Specialty
Restaurants - Hotels - Institutions Supplied

894 E. 52 Street
Brooklyn, N.Y. 11203

Harvey Nortman Bella Nortman

Compliments of

MEAD JOHNSON and CO.

Nutritional Division

Evansville, Indiana
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GOTHAM EXTERMINATING CORP.

241 East Broadway

New York, N.Y. 10002

Compliments of

GARY LASS
EDWARD BOKER, Inc.

At this place since 1914

BLEVITZKY BROS., Inc.

MONUMENTS

210-212 FORSYTH STREET
(near Houston Street)

New York, N.Y. 10002

ARTHUR BLEVIT

Members of Bialystoker Home for the Aged

GR 7-4908

Compliments of . . .

POMERANTZ PAPER CORP.

/2

350-37th Street
Brooklyn, N.Y. 11232
499-2722

PARK SURGICAL COMPANY, Inc.
The Medical Department Store

5001 NEW UTRECHT AVE.
(corner 50th Street)

Brooklyn, New York 11219
GEdney 6-9200
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464-4268 Est. 1932
FALLS POULTRY CORP.
Kosher Poultry © Hy Goldfine

G & R KOSHER FOODS

9 Penn South Kosher Meat & Poultry, Inc.

STRICTLY w2 W1 KOSHER
4184 PARK AVENUE
MEAT o POULTRY o PROVISIONS
Bronx, New York 10457

Suppliers to Camps, Hotels and Restaurants

G. and C. BAKERY YING LEE LAUNDRY CO.

. 1069 Flushing Avenue

Brooklyn, New York
155 DIVISION AVENUE

Brooklyn, New York ®

Telephone: ST 2-0180
We serve nursing homes

CLOSED ON SATURDAYS 2 e "
and other institutions
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Phone: (212) 435-3900

JOYCE FIREPROOF
DRAPERIES, INC.

3802 14th Avenue
Brooklyn, N.Y. 11218

Joyce B. Rosen

e DRAPERIES
e CURTAINS
o WINDOW SHADES
o VENETIAN BLINDS
e BEDSPREADS

* LIGHTPROOF SHADES

All of the above Fireproof

Suppliers for Bialystoker Home and Infirmary

for the Aged

GRAMERCY
CHAPELS, Inc.

Established 1907

ABRAHAM BLAU

Gramercy Chapels, Inc.

PARKWAY-SCHWARTZ

Gramercy Chapels, Inc.

ZION MEMORIAL

Gramercy Chapels, Inc.

SERVICES CONDUCTED THROUGHOUT THE
METROPOLITAN AREA INCLUDING BERGEN,
NASSAU, ROCKLAND, AND WESTCHESTER

COUNTIES.

477 - 6334

226-1617

LOCAL NUMBERS IN FLORIDA

MIAMI — MIAMI BEACH 868-1029
FT. LAUDERDALE AREA 463-8844
EXECUTIVE OFFICES

152 SECOND AVENUE

NEW YORK, N.Y. 10003

April, 1981
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GOREN & GOREN Ltd.

Imaginative Insurance Planning

285 Madison Ave.

New York, N.Y. 10017

899-4207

f.
Morris Steinberg

Registered Representative

MONY

The Mutual Life Insurance Company of New York
350 Jericho Turnpike, Jericho, New York 11753
(212) 895.0297 - (516) 935-3521

Howard J. Busloff, CLU 1

Registered Representative

MONY

The Mutual Life Insurance Company of New York
350 Jericho Turnpike, Jericho, New York 11753
Bus.: (516) 935-3521 - (212) 895-0297 - Res.: (516) 822-3088

Compliments of

A. R. FUELS, INC.
2125 Mill Avenue
Brooklyn, N.Y. 11234

Oil Suppliers for Bialystoker Home
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FANNIE TARLOFSKY

On Thursday, September 25,
1980, Fannie Tarlofsky passed away
at the age of 93.

Mrs. Tarlofsky’s husband, the
late Elly Tarlofsky, was the Presi-
dent of the Bialystoker Center and
Home for the Aged for ten years
preceding his death in November,
1976. Both Mr. and Mrs. Tarlofsky
were very dedicated members and
supporters of this institution for
many years, Mrs. Tarlofsky having

Fannie Tarlofsky

joined the Bialystoker Ladies Aux-
iliary more than 50 years ago.

During the time her husband was
a resident of the Bialystoker Home
in the last months of his life, Mrs.
Tarlofsky was also a resident here
and the Home was pleased to be
able to serve them during their time
of need.

She is survived by her son and
daughter-in-law, Arthur and Ethel
Tarlowe, her daughter and son-in-
law, Frances and Robert Nelson, her

daughter-in-law, Sybil Tarlowe,
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

Our officers and directors extend
heartfelt condolences to the
bereaved family.

HONOR THE MEMORY
OF YOUR LOVED ONE
WITH A PLAQUE
IN OUR SYNAGOGUE

Jn (Memoriam

TILLIE KALMENS

In February, 1981, Tillie
Kalmens, mother of our member,
Gloria Messer, passed away.

Mrs. Messer is the widow of our
devoted Bialystoker [andsman, the
late Berel Messer, who was a sur-
vivor of the concentration camps.

We extend condolences to Mrs.
Messer on her mother’s passing.

CECIL SCHIFF

On Wednesday, September 10th,
1980, erev Rosh Hashana, Cecil
Schiff died after a brutal assault in
his home by unknown assailants.

Mr. Schiff was the husband of our
devoted member, Gertrude Schiff, a
Bialystoker landsfrau. In addition to
her, he is survived by a daughter,
son-in-law and grandchildren. Our
officers and directors express their
heartfelt condolences on this most
tragic loss.

SYLVIA GORDON

On Wednesday, September 3rd,
1980, Sylvia Gordon passed away at
the age of 73.

Mrs. Gordon was a sister of our
esteemed Director and Bialystoker
landsman, Bernard Kaganowski, who
has been associated with the
Bialystoker Center and Home for
many years.

In addition to Mr. Kaganowski,
Mrs. Gordon is survived by a son,
Ben, daughter-in-law, Lillian; a
daughter and son-in-law, Florence
and Leon Spielman, and three
grandchildren, Ted, Glenn and
Gail.

We extend heartfelt condolences
to the bereaved family.

FANNIE ERENTHAL

In November, 1979, Fannie
Erenthal passed away after a brief ill-
ness. We apologize for this belated
obituary notice.

Mrs. Erenthal, a resident of the
Lower East Side, was a devoted of-
ficer and member of the Bialystoker
Ladies Auxiliary, who served as the
hostess for the ladies at their Mon-

SIDNEY RASHBAUM

On Thursday, September 4, 1980,
our devoted member and generous
supporter, Sidney Rashbaum, pas-
sed away.

He was the youngest son of the
late Bernard and Rose Rashbaum,
whose memories are perpetuated
with memorial plaques in our syn-
agogue. His mother was a member
of our Board of Directors and very
active in the Bialystoker Ladies Aux-
iliary all her adult life. Because of

Sidney Rashbaum

her, her children, and especially her
son Sidney, were very interested in
the welfare of the Home. He was
particularly supportive in encourag-
ing members of his family and
friends to purchase tickets for our
Annual Theatre Benefits. Moreover,
he was a constant donor to all of the
Home’s numerous charitable causes.

Sidney Rashbaum is survived by
his wife, Hannah, his son, Bernard
and sister, Sally Haims.

The officers and members of the
Bialystoker Center and Home
mourn his passing and pray that his
family will know of no further sor-
row.

day meetings. She was a warm, con-
siderate and outgoing person who
lent a personal touch to these
proceedings.

The officers and members of the
Auxiliary will long remember her.
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Mayor Micha Goldman of Kfar Tabor
Expresses Appreciation to our Center

Dear Mr. Rybal: Jariaey: el A1

Two months have passed since I returned to Israel
from the Bialystoker Home in New York. There isn’t a
day that goes by when I fail to remember the warm
reception given to me when I arrived at the Home — by
your, your wife Molly, Rabbi Kronick, Mr. Schachter
and, most memorably, by your President, Mr. Solasz
and his dear wife.

I also vividly recall the lovely time I spent at the
Hollis Hills Jewish Center on Saturday, November 8th,
in honor of Mr. Solasz and the Testimonial Dinner at
the Sheraton Centre launching the Rose and Sam Solasz
Medical Center in Kfar Tabor which has, as you know,
already begun functioning for the people of our town.
Let me add that your personal contribution to es-
tablishing this vital facility cannot adequately be
described in words. You and your wife may well be
proud of the strong bonds you have forged between the
citizens of Kfar Tabor and the Bialystoker [landsleit
through the Rybal Day Care Center for children which
will serve as an everlasting monument to your generosity
of spirit.

I look forward to greeting you and the Bialystokers
at the forthcoming dedication cermonies of the Medical
Center.

With best wishes to Molly from my wife and
children, as well as from the people of Kfar Tabor to the
Bialystoker landsleit, 1 remain,

Sincerly,
Micha Goldman
Mayor of Kfar Tabor

R 3 i <

VOLUNTEER APPRECIATION TEA

We recognized the employees on December 18,
1980. However, there was another group of people we
wanted to thank: our very special Volunteers, without
whom the Activities Program could not be as rich and
diversified as it is.

We respect the Volunteers’ qualifications and com-
mitment and we expect from them the same punctuality,
adherence to rules and understanding of the philosophy
of the department as we do from staff. The fact that they
don’t get a pay check at the end of the week is irrelevant.

When this year’s Volunteer Appreciation Tea was
discussed at the Residents’ Council meeting, it was un-
animously agreed that our Volunteers deserve the best
we can offer, “pin-cushions”, of course. By then,
everyone was so experienced and efficient, that it was
child’s play to produce a dozen more. Residents also
made a variety of “no bake” cookies, to supplement the
special cake, provided by Mrs. Skorka, and a beautiful
paper flower for each Volunteer. On a more official note,
Mr. Schachter, our administrator, presented each
Volunteer with a certificate of appreciation. The party
was held in the auditorium on January 29th, and was an
unqualified success.

Volunteers honored (in alphabetical order):
Martha Ambus, Bella Cooper, Rose Falkenstein,
Regina Feit, Helen Frieberg, Sal Kalin, Anne Koslin,
and Frances Paolucci. Also honored was Lena Bazen,
who brings us cotton with which we stuff pillows, and

helps with crocheting.

We are happy to announce that two new Volunteers
joined the program: Esther Ostroff, former teacher of
voice and instrumental music at Seward Park High
School and Hilda Walack, a whiz in crafts, whose warm
personality already endeared her to residents and staff.

The group of “Bais Yaakov” students and “Bnos”
leaders, who come every Saturday to sing and visit on all
floors, could not attend the party. Also absent were the
warm, dedicated people who run the “Adopt a Grand-
parent” program every other Sunday, write letters and
call their adopted grandparents during the week.

We would also like to thank all the musicians,
singers and organizations who bring us free entertain-
ment and last but not least Rabbi Kronick, Mr. Harry
Feinberg and Mr. Izaak Rybal, who enrich the program
with the Torah class, taped and recorded music sessions
and News of the Week lecture, respectively.

<R G <N §
The Jerry Mink Fund for the Remaining

Jews in Bialystok

We are pleased to report that when Mr. Yechezkel
Mink, also known as Jerry Mink, visited the Bialystoker
Center, he made a very substantial donation to the fund
in his name to assist the handful of remaining Jews in
Bialystok today. The readers of the Stimme know that
Mr. Mink established this fund several years ago and
has faithfully replenished it every year so that these
poor, sick landsleit still living in Bialystok will have some
additional assistance and moral support.

S § SR ) <

Bialystoker and Vicinity Club in Miami
Beach Holds Yizkor Assembly

On Sunday, February 8, 1981, the Bialystoker and
Vicinity Club in Miami held the 38th Annual Memorial
Meeting in tribute to the 60,000 Jewish martyrs from
Bialystok and environs during the Nazi Holocaust.

Aron Fainman, Secretary, chaired the convocation,
reminding the audience that world Jewry should never
forget the Holocaust, which destroyed one-third of our
people. We should all support the State of Israel as our
best hope for the future.

Benjamin Abelski, landsman from Chicago, delivered
an interesting and stirring address.

Mira Soer, a Bialystoker from Canada, read a poem
she wrote, titled ‘“Shmulek”, dedicated to those who lost
loved ones during the war. Mrs. Benjamin Abelski
recited a poem written by her husband.

Sam Chuden, President, moved the audience with
his powerful words.

Sol Langlieb, landsman from New York and Miami,
made the appeal, with the assistance of Nettie
Dobryman of Chicago and Leah Chuden. A significant
sum was raised. A donation of $500 was sent to our
Center in New York on the occasion of our Yizkor As-
sembly, March 29th. Joseph Dobryman and Alex
Utianski conducted the auction for six candles in
memory of six million Jewish martyrs and one candle
honoring Israeli soldiers who fell in battle protecting the
Jewish State.

Cantor Joseph Pietkowski chanted religious hymns
during the candle lighting, recited memorial prayers and
ended by leading everyone in singing the Partisaner
Hymn.
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OUR HOME AND ITS
ACTIVITIES FOR THE
RESIDENTS

The Activities Department was
faced with a crisis in the fall of 1980.
The CETA Artists’ Project was ter-
minated. With a cut in the budget,
with a stroke of a pen — artists in
residence, workshop leaders, musi-
cians, dancers, actors, puppeteers
and magicians disappeared into thin
air. After three years of plenty we
were faced with famine.

* * *

We worked very hard to motivate
our residents to participate and en-
joy the various Arts. Once they
became accustomed to a rich, diver-
sified program, it seemed cruel to
deprive them of it. We simply could
not eliminate the music, song and
dance workshops. We could not stop
publishing the Jeitung, the residents’
magazine. We believe that no matter
what the obstacles are, the program
should expand, get better every year,
certainly not get worse. So, we
began looking for capable work-
study students and talented
volunteers. With God’s help and our
determination, we found both.

* * *

Mr. Harry Feinberg, Executive
Director of the Home, volunteered to
do a weekly taped or recorded music
program. Mr. Feinberg is a profes-
sional cantor. However, during the
workshops, he sometimes succumbs
to the residents’ pleas, gets carried
away by his own enthusiasm and
breaks into song, to everyone’s
delight.

* * *

Sally Weiler, Activities Assistant,
agreed to collect material, edit the
Leitung and put it to press, in addi-
tion to her regular duties.

* * *

Jeanne Speier, Master’s degree
dance therapy student at Hunter
College, gives dance-movement
workshops two evenings a week and
all day on Sunday. She has a work-
study grant and costs the Home very
little money.

Esther Ostroff, teacher of vocal
and instrumental music, has retired
from Seward Park High School and
now teaches piano at the Stuyvesant
Adult Center. She performs for the
Mayor’s Sunshine Project and gives
recitals on her own. Esther was per-
suaded to lead a music-song
workshop, every Wednesday, on a
volunteer basis.

* * *

With all this help, we managed to
preserve our program. We even ad-
ded something new: a “Wheelchair
Folk Dance” which patients enjoy
very much. This program requires
as many helpers as patients, so we
have been doing it only once a
month, so far. However we are look-
ing for more volunteers and we are
trying to enlist the assistance of
some of our healthier, stronger resi-
dents. As soon as we get enough
“pushers”, we shall do it more often.

* * *

Neither are we doing badly in the
“Entertainment” department. Since
we have a very appreciative
audience, a beautiful auditorium
and a good piano, many young
musicians come to play for us, as a

dress rehearsal, before their
scheduled concerts.
* * *

We still get one professional
singer a month from the B’nai B’rith
Lodge for the Performing Arts and
the Louis Braille Foundation.

B S

The New York City Department
of Cultural Affairs provides us with
at least one very good entertainer a
year. Hospital Audiences, Inc. sends
us excellent programs as often as
they are able. We share the cost of
expensive movies with the Home of
the Sages and thanks to the Helena
Rubinstein Fund, we can afford to
hire  professional entertainment
whenever necessary.

by Mifa Rogoff, Activities Director

No one at the Bialystoker Home
has to sit idle, be lonely or vegetate.
These are programs that promote
creativity, manual dexterity, active
participation and enjoyment. There
is something stimulating,
educational or just pleasant for the
residents to do every day.

The yearly Staff Appreciation
party started out several years ago as
a very modest affair. However, either
because residents feel that nothing is
good enough for the people who take
care of them, (particularly since the
handmade gifts are in lieu of tipping,
which is forbidden), or due to the
ambition of Activities Staff, or
rather, a combination of both, the
gifts became more elaborate, each
year.

This year, Julie Leo, Activities as-
sistant in charge of ‘‘Crafts”,
designed a beautiful pin cushion.
She warned us that it would take
hours to cut, pin, press and baste
each one, before the residents could
sew it. By the time we realized that
we needed sixty-nine of them, it was
too late to stop. Staff and residents
were in love with the sample:
nothing else would do. As the
deadline approached, the sense of
purpose and the excitement rose.
Residents came to extra craft ses-
sions, willingly. Some worked in
their rooms, everyone pitching in.
We had an assembly line going and
the residents, many of whom had
earned their living in the needle
trade, claimed that Mifa Rogoff
could have made a fortune as a
forelady in a sweat shop. It was a
gargantuan task but well worth it.
Never before has there been such a
spirit of camaraderie, such a sense of
accomplishment and pride in
achievement. It was a great project,
but we are worried already. How
can we possibly surpass it next year?
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MAZEL TOV

On Sunday, December 28th,
1980, Diane Solasz, daughter of our
President and First Lady, Sam and
Rose Solasz, celebrated her engage-
ment to Dr. Matthew Kudish at
Ripples on the Cove, Whitestone,
New York.

Attended by a large group of fami-
ly members, friends, business as-
sociates of Mr. Solasz and a sizable

Diane Solasz and Dr. Matt Kudish

delegation from the Bialystoker
Center and Home, this memorable
affair was most joyous and lively.

Diane is.a student at the S.UN.Y.
College of Optometry. Matthew
plans to spend his internship at a
major hospital in New York. A
December, 1981 wedding is plan-
ned.

Our officers and directors extend
best wishes and hearty felicitations
to the engaged couple as well as to
their parents and families.

MAZEL TOV

We extend hearty congratulations
to Allan and Dina Arker, on the
birth of their first child, Amanda
brook, in February, 1981.

The child’s grandmother is Ray
Arker Feigenblatt, a member of our
Board of Directors, and her grand-
father was the late Aron Arker, our
Director.

Our officers and directors offer
best wishes to the family. May the
parents and grandmother enjo
much nachas from this child in tk
future.

g
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HAPPY v44 EVENTS g

BAS MITZVAH

On Saturday, November 8th,
1980, Jennifer Gering celebrated her
Bas Mitzvah.

Miss Gering, daughter of our
wonderful members, Sheldon and
Sue Gering, demonstrated the skills
she has acquired in the course of an
intensive Jewish religious education.
Many family members .and friends
attended.

i

Jennifer Gering

Jennifer’s grandmother is Edith
Gering, the widow of our late Direc-
tor and one of the founders of the
Club of Bialystoker Friends, George
Gering. Our readers may know that
the central dining room in the
Bialystoker Home was remodeled
and dedicated to George Gering by
his wife and children.

We await the Bas Mitzvah of Jen-
nifer’s younger sister, Rachel, in
April, 1982.

Our officers and directors extend
a hearty Mazel Tov to the Gering
family.

MAZEL TOV

In February, 1981, Abraham and
Lisa Beren became the proud
parents of their first child, Jordana
Beren. The grandparents are Jacob
and Kay Beren, members of our
Board of Directors.

Our officers and directors extend
nearty congratulations to the
parents and grandparents. May they
enjoy much nachas from this new ad-
dition to their family in the future.

i e
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MAZEL TOV

On Saturday, January 10th, 1981,
Brian Wilensky celebrated his Bar
Mitzvah.

Brian is the son of Barry and
Arlene Wilensky, the grandson of
our devoted member for many years,
Pear]l Wilensky of Deerfield Beach,
Florida and the great-grandson of
our late Director and Vice President
of the Bialystoker Ladies Auxiliary
for many years, Nettie Wagman.

A lovely reception was held for the
family and friends at the Huntington
Town House on Sunday, January
11th.

We extend our best wishes to the
Wilensky family. May they have
much nachas from the Bar Mitzvah
boy.

MAZEL TOV

In August, 1980, Steven and
Natalie Schubak became the parents
of Ross David Schubak.

The grandparents are William
and Barbara Schubak, members of
our Board of Directors.

To the Schubak family our officers
and directors extend hearty con-
gratulations on this new addition to
their ranks.

CONGRATULATIONS

On Monday, March 9th, Ben-
jamin Kremer was born to Billy and
Priscilla Kremer.

He is the fifth grandchild of our
esteemed Trustees, Mike and Anna
Kremer. In the last few years, Mike
Kremer has become active on our
Board of Governors and Finance
Committee, his voice of wisdom and
business acumen lending added ef-
fectiveness to our deliberations. Mr.
Kremer is also a top officer of the
Club of Grodner Friends, which has’
drawn closer to the Bialystoker
Center in recent years.

Our officers and directors extend
best wishes to the parents and
grandparents of the new baby. May
they have much nachas from him.
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PASSOVER

Our Home prides itself on the
traditional Seder observances to be
conducted by Cantor Martin Weil,
with the participation of our resi-
dents. In our impressively decorated
dining room, the elderly gather
around the customary Seder table —
cups of wine, maizoth, bitter herbs
and haggadoth underscoring the Pas-
sover celebration. No doubt our oc-
cupants recall sentimentally the
Sedorim they conducted in their own
homes not long ago.

Many wonderful supporters of our
Home help make our Sedorim possi-
ble by their generous contributions.

MAOS CHITIM

We convey our sincere apprecia-
tion to all who answered our appeal
for Maos Chitim. Our aging resi-
dents are able to celebrate the
Sedorim with this assistance.

The poor in our community also
benefit from the many kind dona-
tions given by our contributors.
Most importantly we send money
orders to landsleit in need residing in
Israel and Bialystok.

ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP DUES

We thank all our members who
promptly sent in their membership
dues. Our institution is fortunate to
have so many devoted members
ready to assist our elderly, infirm
residents, as well as other needy in-
dividuals.

We ask that those who have not as
yet sent in their dues to do so as soon
as possible, and also to recruit your
family and friends to join our
membership ranks in furthering the
sacred and noble work of this
organization.

R S Y
BRING IN NEW MEMBERS TO THE
BIALYSTOKER CENTER

AND HOME!
R T ]
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ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP
MEETING

Our Annual Membership
Meeting took place Sunday, March
15, 1981, simultaneously with our
Purim party.

All members who attended
elected new Directors of the
Bialystoker- Center and Home for
1981-82.

CLOSING MEETINGS

The Closing Meeting and Instal-
lation of Officers for 1981-82 will be
held Sunday, May 31, 1981 at 1:00
P.M. in our Home.

All officers and directors are in-
vited to attend. A full dinner and
concert will be featured.

A WORTHY TRADITION

Our Trustee and Ladies Auxiliary
President Rose Finkelstein is con-
tinuing the tradition of her late un-
cle, David Rosenbloom and her
departed mother, Yetta Finkelstein,
of donating two cases of Passover
wine to our Home. We warmly
thank her for her thoughtfulness.

RELATIVES SOUGHT

Miriam Steinbock is seeking infor-
mation about her maternal grand-
father, Louis Bachrach, born around
1892 in Bialystok. He was the son of
Nathan Bacharach and Mary
Cogan, and the brother of Joe, Jack,
Harry, Phil, Willie, David, Fanny,
Celia, Tybil and Flora. He came to
the United States in the early 1900’s
and lived in New York. He died in
1968.

Ms. Steinbock would like to know
when he came to the U.S., when he
became a citizen, what the family
did for a living, both in Bialystok
and the United States. Furthermore,
she would like to know why the
Bachrachs came to the U.S. and
anything else that might be relevant.

Miriam Steinbock may be con-
tacted by letter at 1707 Grant Street,
Berkeley, California 94703.
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PEOPLE SOUGHT
(KARTOFLEWITZ AND
BENDAR FAMILIES)

In connection with investigating
an estate, the family members of
Label Kartoflewitz and Keila Ben-
dar are being sought.

They had a son, Benjamin Kart.
He is now deceased. His wife’s name
— Ida. They had two daughters.
One was named Lillian — the name
of the other is unknown.

A younger son, born May 15,
1900, in Poland, was named Max
Kart. He married Chivalish also
known as Cvoleh or Clara. They
were married in Bialystok and had
son there named Isidore. At that
time, they were using the name Kar-
toflewitz. Isidore was born about
1921. Max and Clara divorced and
Maxi is now deceased.

Benjamin and Max both lived in
New York. Benjamin lived at 202
East 95th Street, Brooklyn. Max and
Benjamin both had clothing stores
there on Elizabeth; Benjamin also
had one at 403 West 42nd Street.

Any information our readers may
have concerning these families
should be forwarded to:

Roberta K. Garrett

c/o American Research Bureau
846 Sunset Boulevard

Los Angeles Calif. 90012

FRIENDS SOUGHT

Sidney Katz wishes to locate good
friends who belonged to one of the
Bialystoker organizations. Their
names are Louis and Rebecca Gold
who lived in the Bronx about 40
years ago and had three children
named Gerald, Shirley and Anita.
Mr. and Mrs. Gold were
Bialystokers.

Anyone with information on their
present whereabouts should contact
Sidney Katz, 18908 Tributary Lane,
Gaithersburg, Maryland 20760.
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Nancy utter comfortingMorrls Bulgah as prt of Aopt a
Grandparent program.

Adopt a Grandparent Program Instituted at
Bialystoker Home

(Editors Note: The following excerpls appeared in an article in
the November|December Review, a magazine published by
EST, Erhard Sensitivity Trammg orgamization):

Charles is one of the long-time residents of the
Bialystoker Home for the Aged in lower Manhattan who
have made some dramatic changes in their lifestyles in
the last year or so. Not long ago, 80-year-old Charles
was habitually unkempt, isolated, and withdrawn. Peo-
ple knew he was intelligent, because he was always
reading scientific magazines and cutting out articles, but
he allowed no one to befriend him, or even to have a con-
versation with him. Then one day Betty, a schoolteacher
visiting the home as part of a program called Adopt a

Jim Durgin with Helen Weinstein.

Grandparents/Share a Lifetime, went over to Charles
and started talking — and Charles talked back.

“I don’t know what it was,” says Bella May, the
founder of the Adopt a Grandparent program, “but Bet-
ty found the key, and Charles completely opened up to
her. After that, he cleaned up his act. Now when Betty
goes to visit, he’s wearing clean pants and a neat shirt.
When we had our meetings on the eighth floor, he would
find an excuse to be there and sit with us. Sometimes the
meetings got intense; we would curse sometimes, and he
loved it. He’s a different man. He runs around the Home
like he’s mayor. Once when we said goodbye to Charles,
he told me, “I’ve found a friend. It’s going to be a good
year for me.”

Adopt a Grandparent was a huge success at the

Bénjamm Lach (second from right) participates |r‘\'Psychology
Society meeting.

Benjamin Lach Reports on Activities of
Psychology Society

The Psychology Scholarship Society (PSS) is now
in its fourth year of operation. From the meager begin-
ning of less than 10 members (Walls Unit’s students at-
tending Sam Houston State University, majoring or
minoring in psychology), today the Society boasts over
35 members.

In the early beginning of the Society’s history, a
monthly meeting was held, in which a guest speaker
would share his area of expertise. At the conclusion of
the speaker’s session, the membership would applaud
his presentatation and leave the hall until the next
meeting. The president of the Society was the only
person responsible for the publication of an annual
newsletter, Positive Feedback. Today new procedures have
been adopted by the Society.

Membership in the Society has been opened to
qualified Lee College students. The annual publication
has been converted to a more interesting publication, a
new editorial staff has been assigned, all for the purpose
of making this publication more readable.

In addition to the monthly meetings, which the
Society membership participates in, and quarterly
publication, Dr. Jimmy Shaddock and Mr. John
Marshall of the Walls Unit’s Psychological Services are
looking into the possibility of helping the membership
conduct academic research projects. The research pro-
jects will be designed to provide members with practical
experience in conducting research and then have it
published. Those members who may pursue graduate
studies in psychology will benefit greatly from their ex-
periences in participating in the Society’s programs.

Doing time in prison must not be for naught. Being
a member of the PSS is just another means by which one
may enhance his time behind bars more productively, so
that tomorrow will be more appealing.

Benjamin Lach, President

Bialystoker Home, with participants, grandparents, and
the staff of the home. Based on one-to-one relationships,
the program ran on very little money and expenses —
supplied mostly by the participants themselves and very
little formal organization.

The success seemed to be a mandate for expansion.
Bella and other participants formed a central committee
to go and form a relationship with another home, leaving
a working committee behind to handle the Bialystoker
Home.
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PHILIP NOVICK

Philip Novick, one of the pillars of the Bialystoker
Center and Home since its founding, passed away on
Thursday, January 1, 1981 in his 91st year.

No one can truly claim to know about the history of
our institution without being aware of Mr. Novick’s
monumental contribution to its growth and develop-
ment. Born in Bialystok in 1890, he was brought to
America at the age of two by his father, Samuel Novick.
When he was five, Philip Novick was already attending
meetings of the old Bialystoker Bikur Cholim, sitting on
his father’s lap and forming what would become a life-
long love affair with our Center and Home.

Working his way through college and law school,
Mr. Novick received his law degree as a top graduate
and later became the attorney for our organization. He
was responsible for drawing up our corporation papers
and, for over 40 years, he loyally and competently
shepherded the Center and Home through times of ex-
pansion and adversity.

Philip Novick, as the attorney for the Home, must
be credited with keeping it open and functioning during
the difficult Depression years, when there was not
enough money to meet mortgage payments or to pay for
electricity. Mr. Novick frequently met with the City
Marshal and attempted to obtain extensions on pay-
ment deadlines. His representation of the Home was
energetic, effective and most dedicated.

For many years he served in a number of high
echelon leadership positions within the organization, the
last post as Chairman of our Board of Governors.

Last year, Philip Novick was tendered a special
90th birthday party at a Board meeting which was at-
tended by members of his family and friends, as well as
by officers and directors of the Home.

He is survived by his wife, Claire; his daughters,
Ethel Henkin and Judith Siegman and their husbands;
and five grandchildren.

To the bereaved family we express our heartfelt
condolences. The name of Philip Novick will always be
linked with this institution and deeply revered.

HYMAN MANN

Quite suddenly, Hyman Mann, one of the founders
of the Bialystoker Center and Home for the Aged, pas-
sed away on Tuesday, January 13th, 1981, at the age of
86.

Born in Bialystok, Mr. Mann arrived in the United
States in 1912 to help promote his father’s leather tan-
ning business. Traveling back and forth from New York
to Bialystok, Mr. Mann married his wife, Sara Disatnik,
in Bialystok, with whom he had three children. He
brought the entire family over to the United States in
1933,

As a newcomer to these shores, Mr. Mann
befriended other Bialystoker landsleit and helped found
the Bialystoker Bricklayers Benevolent Association. The
“Bricklayers” were instrumental in constructing our
building at .228 East Broadway, under Mr. Mann’s
leadership.

Since. the inception of the Home, Mr. Mann has
been actively involved and has occupied various impor-
tant leadership positions. He was our Recording
Secretary for many years and, at his death, was an
Honorary Trustee.

In 1980, the Bialystoker Home admitted Hyman
and Sara Mann as residents, helping to repay an enor-
mous debt which the Bialystoker Home owed Mr. Mann
for more than a half century of devoted service. Mrs.
Mann passed away in April, 1980.

Hyman Mann was an extremely- unusual in-
dividual. Despite his advanced age, he retained his intel-
ligence and sense of humor. Above all, he conducted
himself with dignity and was very beloved by our of-
ficers, staff and other residents. His death came as a
shock to everyone and we will sorely miss him.

Mr. Mann is survived by his daughters, Ray
Schleien, Mollie Laufer and their husbands; his son,
Harold Mann and his wife; and a large contingent of
grandchildren and great-grandchildren; nieces and
nephews.

Our officers and directors extend heartfelt con-
dolences to the bereaved family. May they know of no
further sorrow.
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Dear Rose and Sam,

I was filled with pride when I read in the paper
‘about a landsman that is as devoted to his fellow man, and
especially toward Israel, as you both are. Therefore,
since both of you have been chosen to be honored at the
testimonial dinner for your devoted work in helping
build the medical center in Kfar Tabor, Israel, we would
like to congratulate and wish you both many more years
of generous activity.

Since we will not be able to be present at your
simcha we are proud to make a contribution to a most
worthy cause that will have your names inscribed. Good

luck.
Sincerely,

Nettie and Joe Dobryman

HEBREW UNION COLLEGE — JEWISH
INSTITUTE OF RELIGION
OFFICE OF THE LIBRARIAN

3101 Clifton Ave. Cincinnati, Ohio 45220

January 28, 1981
To the Editors:

This is to acknowledge, with thanks, receipt of the
1979-80 volume of your journal, Bialystoker Stimme. We
appreciate your continuing and generous support of our
Library.

Sincerely,
Judith D. Miller
Senior Assistant, Serials and Circulation

THE LIBRARY OF THE JEWISH THEOLOGICAL
SEMINARY OF AMERICA

3080 Broadway New York, N.Y. 10027

January 29, 1981
To the Editors:

We wish to acknowledge receipt of the 1979-80
bound volume of Bialystoker Stimme and offer our thanks
for this valuable addition to our periodicals collection.

Sincerely yours
Richard P. Simmonds
Periodicals Librarian

YIVO

To the Editors:
Thank you very much for sending us the 1979-80
bound volume of your magazine, Bialystoker Stimme.
This will certainly be a worthwhile addition to our
library.
Very truly yours,
Dina Abramowitz, YIVO Librarian

THE LIBRARY OF CONGRESS

February 25, 1981

Gentlemen:

It is my pleasure to acknowledge, with many
thanks, receipt of Bialystoker Stimme, 1979-80. We deeply
appreciate your kindness in sending this material to the
Library of Congress.

Sincerely,
Nathan R. Einhorn, Chief

M. ARTHUR TARLOWE
Lake Sapphire Harriman, New York 10926

October 10, 1980
To the Editors:

Thank you for your expression of sympathy upon
the passing of my mother Fannie Tarlofsky, and for
honoring her by reciting Kaddish for her; and placing a
memorial plaque in the synagogue.

She never stopped talking about the Home and
how kindly she was treated as a temporary resident.

Again, thank you,

Sincerely,
M. Arthur Tarlowe

January 16, 1981
To the Editors:

Thank you very much for your kind letter regarding
the loss of my father, Louis Schwartz.

I know you did all possible to make his stay with
you as happy and comfortable as possible and I do thank
you for all your kindness and thoughtfulness not only to
him but to all the people in the Bialystoker Home.

Thanks again for all your kindness to him for the
past two years. My sister, Mrs. Weiss, and my brother
also think you for your past kindness.

Sincerely,
Mrs. Ida Schneider

November 2, 1980
To the Editors:

My brothers join me in sincere thanks to you and
yoru excellent staff, for the very good care given to our
aunt, Bessie Pollaschek, of blessed memory. Until her
health deteriorated, she was very happy as a resident of
the Bialystoker Home and participated in all activities.

When it became necessary for her to be in the infir-
mary, the care she received there from your staff was
very good and a great comfort to us.

With our best wishes and thanks,

Sincerely,
Celia Udoff

; February 4, 1981
To the Editors:

My family and I thank you for your kind letter of
condolence on the passing of my beloved mother, Rose
Epstein Katine, of blessed memory.

Your warm observation of her personality was an
exact evaluation of her character. She was a genuine,
beautiful soul, full of humility, goodness and compas-
sion.

G-d grant you many, many healthy and good years
to care for the sick and helpless old people at the
Bialystoker Home.

Stay well. Respectfully,
Harry Epstein

September 14, 1980
To the Editors: eptember

This is to inform you that the expanded visiting
hours, in force since July, have proven very beneficial to
me and I do hope you can keep them in force all the
time.
Thank you! Yours sincerely,
Rebecca Ferber
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INTERNATIONAL TELEPHONE AND
TELEGRAPH CORPORATION

QOctober 28, 1980
To the Editors:

I am writing this letter to commend your organiza-
tion for the wonderful work that you are doing at the
Bialystoker Home for the Aged. Our employees’ group
was very impressed and moved by their experience in
touring your facilities. The degree of care and attention
that you give to the elderly and their individual needs, as
well as to the facilities in which they live, reflects a
genuine sensitivity to human needs in this difficult time
of life.

It is gratifying to us to know that our corporate con-
tribution to United Way of Tri-State is well deserved by
organizations like yours that benefit from the fund-
raising efforts. I am confident that with the experience
our employees have had in touring the Bialystoker
Home, they too will give every consideration to the sup-
port of United Way of Tri-State fund-raising campaign
now in progress at I'TT.

[ also wish to thank you for the warm welcome and
hospitality extended by your staff to our employee
visiting group.

Sincerely yours,
Richard G. Bateson, Chairman
ITT Campaign for United Way of Tri-State

RUSSIAN IMMIGRANT EDUCATION AND
SERVICE ADVISORY COMMITTEE

To the Editors:

Our tour group representing the Russian Im-
migrant Education and Service Center, was thrilled at
your warm welcome on Monday, December 8, 1980,
when we visited your renowned Bialystoker Center and
Home for the Aged. We followed in wonder as Mr.
Rybal led us from the Chanukah Birthday Party in
honor of a 90-year-old spirited lady on the 7th floor
down to the impressive synagogue on the mezzanine
floor. The cleanliness, beauty and neatness of the resi-
dent halls, the dental and podiatry clinics and your din-
ing room are truly remarkable. This unique institution is
eally dedicated to the well-being of the older generation
in their golden years. No wonder then that many of the
tour group wanted to put in their reservations im-
mediately.

Accept our hearty thanks for the gallant guidance
and the encouragement given to our new-arrivals. God
bless you.

Most sincerely,

Esther Zweig and Doris Richards
Co-directors of Acculturation

Mira Wolf, Director of R.I.LE.S.A.C.

LETTERS TO OUR EDITORS

¥

UNITED JEWISH APPEAL OF
GREATER NEW YORK, INC.

November 8, 1980
Dear Mr. Rybal and Rabbi Kronick:

I am very happy to extend my congratulations to
you for an unusually well done job as Campaign
Chairman and Dinner Chairman, respectively, for the
Rose and Sam Solasz Testimonial Dinner co-sponsored
by Bialystoker Center and UJA.

What a comfort and enormous help it was to have a
man of Mr. Rybal’s stature and competence serving as
Campaign Chairman. Without his capable and devoted
leadership, I am sure the project could not have suc-
ceeded as it did. Raising such a considerable sum as
$85,000 takes a good deal of hard work and planning.

Rabbi Kronick’s devotion to the welfare of our fel-
low Jews is a testimonial to his intense belief in the close
ties that bind us together throughout the world. It is
such beliefs that have enabled our people to survive
adversities throughout the ages.

The real strength of the UJA — the force behind its
great achievements — has been the kind of generosity
and dedication which you have displayed. We are eter-
nally grateful and encouraged.

Many thanks, and keep up the good work.

Sincerely,
Stephen Shalom, President

August 26th, 1980
To the Editors:

I recently have been in communication with Dr.
Irwin Weisbuch and he has agreed to have one of the
students at our College, Mr. Mark Hanfling, participate
as an observer during the Dermatology sessions at the
Bialystoker Home. This will be during the period
September 15th to 29th, 1980. This “rotation” will be
part of the undergraduate requirement for Mr.
Hanfling.

I would like to thank you for your courtesy in this
matter.

Sincerely yours/

Milton S. Steinberg, D.O., M.D., F.A.C.0.0.

Chairman, Dept. of Medicine

New York College of Osteopathic Medicine
(Editors Note: Dr. Weisbuch is our staff Dermatologist. )

SISTERHOOD — CONSERVATIVE SYNAGOGUE
OF JAMAICA

October 6, 1980

To the Editors:
The Annual Theatre Concert on September 28,
1980, was a huge success as always, and we here at the
Synagogue wish you all the best in the wonderful work

you are doing. Sincerely

Dora Peretz
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David Alpert Gives Free Time to Florida
Senior Citizens

Our readers will recall that David M. and Mollie
Alpert of Merritt Island, Florida, who are descended
from Bialystoker landsleit, donated a new piano to our
Center and Home last year.

We are pleased to report that Mr. Alpert has been
volunteering his time giving tax assistance to senior
citizens for the last few years.

This year he was promoted to coordinator of the tax

David Alpert (center) and friends prepare tax advice for senior
citizens.

aid program for the senior citizens not only in Merritt
Island, but also in Cocoa Beach and Titusvile as well.

This is only one of the many philanthropic
programs that David and his wife Mollie are involved in
since he retired to Florida many years ago.

It is clear that Mr.and Mrs. Alpert are imbued with
civic mindedness and humanitarian spirit. We look
forward to their continuing their wonderful work for
many years to come.

SRR ) S () <o

Mr. and Mrs. Yechezkel Mink Visit
Bialystoker Home

We at the Bialystoker Center and Home were very
pleased to greet our dear friends and generous sup-
porters, Yechezkel (Jerry) Mink and his new wife,
Hynda, on Monday, December 1st, 1980.

The Minks were married just three months before
on September 1st at the Hilton Hotel in Jerusalem. As
some of our readers may know, Jerry Mink went on
Aliyah to Israel several years ago and lived for a time in
Yamit, one of the Israeli settlements in the Sinai Desert.
Subsequently, he became interested in traditional
Judaism and attended a Yeshiva in Jerusalem for people
with little background wishing to become Orthodox.

After the Camp David agreements, Mr. Mink per-
manently settled in Jerusalem. His new wife, like
himself, is Orthodox and the couple now resides in Beit
Hakerem, a Jerusalem neighborhood.

Our officers and directors congratulate Yechezkel
and Hynda Mink on their marriage and wish them
many healthy and happy years together.

Food Services Department preparing Thanksgiving dinner. L. tor.:
Bronia Skorka, Food Director; Joe Kalb, Assistant Cook; Ezra
Randle; Kam Kan Yu, Chef; and President Sam Solasz.

Special Thanksgiving Luncheon for Resi-
dents of Bialystoker Home

Tradition is most important to the residents of the
Bialystoker Home. As many of our readers know, all
Jewish holidays are observed and celebrated throughout
the year. In addition, we join with all Americans in
honoring certain holidays of our country.

On Thursday, November 27th, 1980, a festive
Thanksgiving luncheon was served to our residents. The
traditional turkey with all the trimmings added to the
special atmosphere of the occasion.

One of the highlights of the luncheon was an ap-
pearance by our President, Sam Solasz, who greeted the

Ellen Kesselman, RN; Yehoshua Schachter, Administrator; Florence
Lookretis, Director of Nursing; and Izaak Rybal, General Secretary.

elderly people in our main dining room on the second
floor. Also present were members of our administration.

We wish to thank Mrs. Bronia Skorka, Director of
Food Services, and her staff, for their wonderful prepara-
tions that made Thanksgiving a happy day for the resi-
dents.
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Max and Eta Aston Honored by Family and
Friends at 50th Wedding Anniversary in

San Francisco

Eta and Max Aston of San Francisco, California,
were honored on their 50th wedding anniversary with a
reception and dinner-dance on Saturday, November
22nd, 1980 at Temple Emanu El of San Francisco.

More than 100 relatives and friends, including
those from Argentina, Canada, New York and other
American cities, attended the celebration.

Max and Eta Aston cutting 50th wedding anniversary cake.

Rabbi Asher of the Temple performed a “double-
ring”’ reenactment of their wedding ceremony.

Eta, born to the Warschawski family, is a native of
Bialystok. After graduating from Seligman’s Gym-
nasium, she left to study in Hamburg, Germany. She
met her future husband, Max, in Druskieniki, where
they both spent their vacation with their families. Subse-
quently, they got engaged. Max left for Brussels where
he was employed as an electrical engineer in Siemens-
schokert, Belgium branch. One year later they were
married in Brussels on November 15th, 1930, residing
there until the Nazi invasion.

Max is a native of Vilna, a son of the late Sonia
Straschun, of of the prominent Straschun family of
Grodno and Vilna.

Fleeing from the Nazis they went to France, then
Portugal, finally arriving in Canada where Max worked
for the Canadian Government as an engineer for the war
effort. Now they reside in San Franciso.

Mrs. Aston’s sisters, Bina Robins and Ida
Corominas, who were also born in Bialystok, reside in
San Franciso as well.

Mr. and Mrs. Aston requested that anyone wishing
to make donations on the occasion of their golden wed-
ding anniversary should send them to the Bialystoker
Center and Home.

Our officers and directors extend their best wishes
to Mr. and Mrs. Aston and hope they will enjoy more
healthy and happy years together.
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' THE UTIANSKI FAMILY
IN FLORIDA
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Alex and Mina Utianski have been devoted and ac-
tive Bialystoker landsleit for the many years they lived in
New York. Survivors of the concentration camps, they
have never forgotten their close ties with the Bialystoker
and Grodner landsmanschaften.

In fact, they have instilled in their children an

Mina and Alex Utianski

awareness of their origins, as well as transmitted to them
an acute business acumen which has brought prosperity
to the entire family.

Mr. and Mrs. Utianski were quite successful in
business when they lived in New York City. Several
years ago, when they moved to South Florida, they
founded the Ason’s Tobacco Corp. Their son, Bill, is
currently a Vice President of this company.

In the November 19th, 1980 issue of the Miam:
Herald, an interesting article appeared about the
Utianskis’ business. The company supplies Biscayne
Park Village Hall in Dade County, a log cabin built in
the 1930’s, with the least expensive tobacco product in
the county — this at a time when cigarette prices are ris-
ing sharply everywhere else.

The cigarettes and cigars are dispensed over the
county by village employees in the range of $6.20 a
carton. Other stores in Dade County have been charging
as much as $9.50 for a carton of cigarettes. These low
prices _are possible at Biscayne Hall because under
Florida law a portion of the tax on cigarettes is returned
to the municipality where it is sold. Because there are no
commercial businesses in Biscayne Park, the village
received no cigarette tax revenue before 1968. Most of
the store’s customers live in the county.

* * %

We are proud that the Utianski family has made a
name for itself in the Miami area. To Alex and Mina as
well as their children, Bill, Allan and Steven, we wish
much success in their future endeavors.
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OUR RECENT VISIT TO ISRAEL
&~ by ARTHUR TARLOWE, Vice-President

DR. SAMUEL IWRY, BIALYSTOKER LANDSMAN, WAS
A SCHOOLMATE OF MENACHEM BEGIN

My wife Ethel and I have just returned from a trip
to Israel. Our last visit was in 1965. Despite all we had
heard and read about the changes that had taken place,
we were astounded at the results of Israeli ingenuity,
imagination and — yes, hard work.

It was our first visit since our children, Don, Sherril
(Tarlowe) Gould and their two sons had emigrated two
years ago. Don has been Chairman of Young
Leadership, worldwide, for United Jewish Appeal. Our
daughter Sherril joined him in fund-raising and leading
many groups on missions to Israel. Their frequent visits
inspired them to Aliyah. Don is now Assistant Dean of
Tel Aviv University. Sherril is pursuing her career as an
artist. A show of her work is to take place shortly.

The primary reason for our visit was to attend the
Bar Mitzvah of our grandson, William. Zev (as he is
known) speaks Hebrew fluently and has adapted to liv-
ing in Israel like a Sabra. Michael, his brother, played
professional basketball for a while and decided to com-
plete college this year.

Our General Secretary, Izaak Rybal, had given me
the telephone numbers of two prominent Bialystokers,
Zalman Yerushalmy and Zvi Klementynowski. I called
and we arranged to meet at Mr. Klementynowski’s office
in downtown Tel Aviv. I enjoyed the meeting immense-
ly. They wanted to know everything about the Home,
conditions in the United States, politics, etc.

I, in turn, gave them my impressions of Israel, its
beauty, cultural accomplishments and its many
problems. Inflation in America does not come close to
Israel.

They told me that they looked forward to the new
Bialystok Memorial Volume on the history of the Jewish
people in Bialystok. Mr. Klementynowski, with a wry
smile on his face, commented: ‘“‘Imagine, for a change,
we’re sending money from Israel to America.” He was
referring to the purchase of the books. Needless to say, 1
left reluctantly, expressing my hope to visit with them in
the not too distant future.

There is much I would like to write about living in
Israel today, from a visiting American’s point of view.
All in all, it was three interesting, exciting, informative
weeks and being with our family.

Rabbi I. Usher Kirshblum Renamed to
State Committee on the Aging

Our Bialystoker [landsman, Rabbi 1. Usher
Kirshblum, a major rabbinic figure in the American
Jewish community and a prominent Zionist leader, has
been renamed to the New York State Advisory Commit-
tee for the Aging.

The only clergyman on the Committee, Rabbi
Kirshblum was originally appointed to it by Governor
Nelson Rockefeller in 1971 and reappointed by all suc-
ceeding governors.

The Bialystoker Center and Home for the Aged
congratulates Rabbi Kirshblum on his continued service
to the Jewish community and to the people of the State
of New York.

Dr. Samuel Iwry, a Bialystoker landsman and
respected member of the Bialystoker Center and Home
for the Aged, is Distinguished Professor of Literature at
the Baltimore Hebrew College and Professor of Near
Eastern Studies at the Johns Hopkins University.

When Dr. Iwry visited Israel last summer, he was
invited to the home of an old school chum — Prime
Minister Menachem Begin. They had last met in the
late 1930’s when both were attending classes at Warsaw
University in Poland. “He was a law student and I was
studying the humanities,” Dr. Iwry recalled.

“We used to meet in the Warsaw Academic House
in Praga, (a suburb of Warsaw). We were both active in
Zionist movements. He was already a great leader of the

Prime Minister Menachem Begin with Professor Samuel Iwry.

Betar — the youth movement of the Revisionist Herut
Party, and I was in the more liberal La Mattara. We
weren’t close friends — not more than nodding acquain-
tances.”

The reunion took place in August, 1980. Dr. Iwry,
who was in Israel for a meeting of the Executive Council
of the World Union for Jewish Studies, was invited to
one of the scholarly symposiums on the Bible and its les-
sons for contemporary Jewish survival in Israel which
take place at the official residences in Jerusalem of the
Prime Minister or the President.

Dr. Iwry has participated in 2 number of these
biblical discussions over the years. This time he was in-
vited to be a respondent to a paper read by Israeli
scholars on the Book of Deuteronomy. The symposium
was arranged by the Israel Society for Biblical Research,
and the proceedings, all conducted in Hebrew, were
presided by Mr. Begin. Joining Dr. Iwry as respondent
was the renowned Medievalist and Talmudic scholar,
Dr. Shraga Abramson of the Hebrew University.

After the panel discussion was over, Mr. Begin and
Dr. Iwry chatted about the old days. “We spoke our first
few words in Polish, and then we reminisced about pre-
war Poland,” Dr. Iwry said. “He asked what I was do-
ing now, and I told him. Of course, I didn’t have to ask
him what he was doing.”

Bialystoker Center and Home for the Aged con-
gratulates Dr. Iwry on his scholarly achievements in the
field of Jewish studies and is proud of his association
with Israel’s Prime Minister.
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David Fine receives plaque from son-in-law,
Howard Stave. Stock.

Charles Koss receives plaque from Robert

Dinner Chairman Herman Schwartz
congratulates David Fine.

DAVID FINE AND CHARLES KOSS, LEADING OFFICERS OF

BIALYSTOKER YOUNG MEN'S BENEVOLENT ASSOCIATION,
HONORED AT OCTOBER 5th DINNER

On Sunday, October 5th, 1980, the Bialystoker
Young Men’s Benevolent Association, founded by a
group of young immigrants from Bialystok in 1906,
marked its 74th anniversary at an annual dinner held at
the Bialystoker Center.

In 1906, a group of young immigrants from
Bialystok banded together for the purpose of sustaining
and supporting each other during the difficult crisis of
adapting to a new country, its economic dislocations, its
different culture and values and other problems as-
sociated with immigration. Times were hard. Learning
the new language was difficult. Getting a job proved
elusive and earning a living for a wife and children
seemed unattainable.

The Bialystoker Young Men’s Benevolent Associa-
tion was founded 74 years ago in order to ease this pain
and anguish. Familiar friends from the old country at-
tended the meetings at which plans were formulated to
provide modest benefits for unemployed members. It
was terribly important in the face of alienation and the
feeling of not yet belonging to the new country to offer
friendship, concern and compassionate assistance
wherever necessary. This devotion to helping friends in
need was always the hallmark of Jewish Bialystok.

The Chairman of this dinner was Herman
Schwartz, Vice Chairman of the organization. Many
members and friends of the “Young Men’s” par-
ticipated in the Dinner.

David Fine, Chairman of the society and Charles
Koss, Chairman of the Cemetery Committee, were
presented with special plaques in memory of their wives,

A
ANNUAL THEATRE BENEFIT

For those members and friends who did not receive
tickets last year to our Annual Theatre Benefit, and
would like to attend this year’s show on Sunday,
September 13th, please contact Mr. Rybal at
Bialystoker Center, 228 East Broadway, 212-475-7755.
PO OOV

Anna Fine and Rebecca Koss. The plaques were
presented by Howard Stave and Robert Stock, Mr.
Fine’s sons-in-law.

In the last several years, the Bialystoker Center and
Home for the Aged has strengthened its close
relationship with the Bialystoker Young Men’s
Benovolent Association. We express our heartiest con-
gratulations to Mr. Fine and Mr. Koss, as well as to the
other officers and members of the organization, for their
excellent work.

- § < © o

Bialystoker Center and Home Conducts

Successful Annual Theatre Benefit

As many of our readers know, our Annual Theatre
Benefit is a major fund raising event for the Bialystoker
Center and Home for Aged. Not only does it generate in-
come, but it invariably increases the prestige of this in-
stitution among our members, supporters and numerous
organizations who assist us every year.

That is why painstaking and detailed preparations
for the concert begin many months before the actual
date of the performance. Our last theatre program was
held on Sunday, September 28th, 1980, at Avery Fisher
Hall of Lincoln Center. Approximately 3,000 people
filled the huge auditorium. The ticket sale once again
was a huge success.

The following stars provided excellent entertain-
ment: Henny Youngman, king of the one liner; Herman
Malamood, the most thrilling operatic and cantorial
voice; Claire Barry of the internationally acclaimed Bar-
ry Sisters, and Florian Zabach, brilliant and dynamic
violinist. The Sal Sicari Orchestra accompanied the
stars.

The show, “To Life and To Laughter,” was
produced and arranged by Ada Einhorn of Encore Ar-
tists.

We wish to announce that next year’s theatre
program will take place on Sunday, September 13th,
1981, at Avery Fisher Hall.
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At outdoor cookout at our Home. Seated I. to r.. Molly Rybal,
Miriam Shmulevitch, Dora Warick, Yetta Szmusz and sister, Eva
Gryngauz. Standing I. to r.: |. Shmulevitch, Dora Mintz, Eva Kostre,
Diana Medvedev.

Eva Gryngauz, and Sister, Yetta Szmusz, of
South Africa and Israel Visit New York

In August, 1980, Mrs. Eva Gryngauz, our
Bialystoker landsfrau, paid a visit to New York. She has
homes in Israel and South Africa.

With her was her sister, Yetta Szmusz. Together
they participated at a lovely cook-out in the Bialystoker
Home garden, at which all our residents joined in. Mrs.
Gryngauz and her sister left a generous donation for our
Center, as is their custom when they visit New York.

In addition to the various officers and directors, Mr.
and Mrs. Icek Shmulewitz, were also our guests. Mr.
Shmulewitz is preparing the Yiddish manuscript of the
forthcoming Bualystok Memorial Volume.

We are grateful to Eva Gryngauz and Yetta Szmusz
for their ongoing concern for the humanitarian purposes
of our institution.

Europe and was decorated many times. He survived the
war but died in Montreal, in 1959. Jack Gurdus reached
Palestine in 1940 and joined the Jewish Units of the
British Eighth Army. After the war ended, he traveled to
Poland to take his wife, Luba, and her sister Mira, to
Palestine. Mira married in Tel-Aviv in 1948 and now
lives with her husband, Gideon Strycher (Ben Aaron),
also from Bialystok, in Israel. She teaches at Haifa
University.

While in Palestine (1946-47), Luba joined ZYedioth
Aharonoth and helped to establish the women’s magazine,
L’Ischa, still in circulation. In 1947, she left Palestine and
joined her husband in New York. There she enteréd the
graduate school of NYU and studied art history. She
received her M.A. in 1952 and her Ph.D. in 1962, work-
ing in the meantime as Director of Research at French &
Co., Antique Dealers. In 1969, she joined the Research
Department of the Frick Art Reference Library.

Immediately after World War II, Luba created a
series of drawings, picturing her war experiences and
impressions. This series of drawings was first exhibited
_ at the Bezalel Museum, Jerusalem; Katz Gallery, Tel-
Aviv and Enzio Sereni House, Givat Brenner. In the
USA, the same series was seen at the ACA Gallery, The
Stephen Wise Congress House and The Jewish
Museum, in New York. It also traveled under the
auspices of the American Jewish Congress throughout
the United States.

Annual Chanukah Party and Concert
Held Sunday, December 7, 1980

A large audience filled our auditorium on Sunday,
December 7, 1980, to celebrate Chanukah at the
Bialystoker Center and Home for the Aged.

The Chairman of this event was Harold Talin, our
Controller. Mr. Talin introduced President Sam Solasz,
who greeted the audience, thanking everyone for their
participation in and generosity toward the Testimonial
Dinner, held November 8th and the Solasz Medical
Center in Kfar Tabor in honor of him and his wife, Rose.

Rabbi Lowell S. Kronick, Chaplain, spoke about
the meaning of Chanukah in our time and expressed
concern about the U.S. Senate Foreign Relation Com-
mittee’s attitude towards the State of Israel under the
new chairmanship of Senator Charles Percy.

The Administrator of the Bialystoker Home,
Yehoshua Schachter, briefly spoke about the Home’s
services for the elderly residents.

Cantor Harry Feinberg, Executive Director, opened
the meeting by leading the audience in singing Hatikvah
and the ‘‘Star-Spangled Banner”. He also delivered a
beautiful singing concert, accompanied at the piano by
his daughter, Joyce Rothman.

General Secretary Izaak Rybal conducted the
traditional auction of six Chanukah Menorahs and
made a appeal, to which the audience enthusiastically
and generously responded. Cantor Feinberg recited the
blessing over the candles and the people bidding for
them during the auction lit each candle.

An unusual feature of the Chanukah party was a

Benny Krieger celebrates his 80th birthday with his wife, Basha,
family and friends.

special celebration for Berel Krieger’s 80th birthday.
Mr. Krieger, a survivor of the Holocaust, was surprised
with a birthday cake wheeled into the auditorium by
Mrs. Bronia Skorka, Director of Food Services, and our
chef. Mr. Krieger was well known in the concentration
camps as a father figure who always tried to help the
younger Jews cope with the rigors of camp life. He and
his dear wife, Basha, are faithful members of our Board
of Directors and generous donors to the institution. Our
officers and directors congratulate Berel Krieger on this

joyous occasion.

This lovely and enjoyable afternoon concluded with
a sumptuous and traditional Chanukah dinner in-
cluding latkes and other delicacies.

Chanukah is a joyous festival celebrating the sur-
vival of the Jewish people against an oppressive alien
philosophy.
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FASCINATING BOOK ABOUT HOLOCAUST
WRITTEN BY BIALYSTOKER LANDSFRAU

In 1978, Dr. Luba Krugman Gurdus wrote a book,
The Death Train, about her experiences during the
Holocaust.

The author, a survivor of the Maidanek concentra-
tion camp, pictures her family’s life plagued by terror
and disrupted by forced separations, deportations and
death. Driven from place to place, the family finds tem-
porary refuge in a small village near Lublin. Across from
their windows are the rail tracks on which the notorious
railroad cars roll with their human cargo to the exter-
mination camps. The “Death Train” becomes the
obsession of the author’s four-year-old son whose fear is
sealed in a drawing included in the book.

Perhaps the most poignant aspect of this sad saga is
Bobus’ (Dr. Gurdus’ little son) presenting his mother
with a drawing he made of the train passing by their
window. It was his fourth birthday; the occasion should
have been joyous, but how could it be under the circum-
stances? The drawing, evidencing the boy’s
precociousness, revealed his inner terror at what he cor-
rectly perceived as ‘‘the passing monster’’. The
portrayal of the train suggests a long snake on wheels,
ominous and threatening, veering slightly away from the
track. One gets the impression Bobus was trying to con-
vey that the train’s destination was ‘“‘off the beat and
path”, a derailment of the people on board to points un-
known, to a place which literally would be their “last
stop”’.

On page 89 of the book, the author records that
“several days later, [after his birthday] Bobus con-
tracted a serious case of diphtheria. I summoned the
only Polish physician in Zwierzyniec, who came in spite
of German restrictions forbidding him any contact with
Jews. His prognosis was grim, and the lack of medicine
sealed my son’s fate.”” Nothing further is mentioned
about the child until page 161, the last page, when Dr.
Gurdus regrets that her son and other loved ones who
had perished did not live to see her liberation by the
Russians. It is striking that she does not share her grief
about her son’s death with the reader but quickly con-
tinues with the next part of her story. One can only
speculate that this omission resulted from the author’s
ability to carry on after tragedy or, alternatively, her in-
ability to express or to deal with the depth of her loss.

A special feature of this volume is Dr. Krugman’s
personal drawings of various aspects of her Holocaust
experiences. An artist and art historian, she studied art
in Lausanne, Berlin and Warsaw, and the history of art
at the Institute of Fine Arts, New York University. A
series of her drawings was first exhibited at the Bezalel
Museum in Jerusalem, the-Katz Gallery in Tel Aviv and
Enzio Sereni House in Givat Brenner. Subsequently
they were seen at the Stephen Wise Congress House and
the Jewish Museum in New York. They also traveled
under the auspices of the American Jewish Congress
throughout the United States.

Luba Gurdus has contributed to many publications
dealing with the Holocaust. Her art works on the subject
are in public institutions and private collections in the

Dr. Luba Krugman Gurdus

United States and Israel. Sixteen of these works,
published in a portfolio, They Didn’t Live to See . . . now
form part of the Permanent Collection of Yad Vashem in

Jerusalem.

To perpetuate the memory of their son, Robert
Michael, lost in the Holocaust, Luba and her husband
have established a kindergarten for children of Russian
immigrants in Natanya, Israel.

Dr. Gurdus is the President of the Netzer Founda-
tion, Inc., whose aim is to assist and support the less for-
tunate Israeli children who have emotional difficulties.

The Bialystoker Center and Home for the Aged is
proud of Dr. Gurdus and her many accomplishments in
ensuring that the lessons of the Holocaust will never be
forgotten.

® .0

Luba Krugman was born in Bialystok to a well
known and respected family. Her father, Tewja
Krugman, was an internationally known lumber ex-
porter with business connections abroad. Both he and
his wife, Anna, traveled extensively. The latter went in
1928 to the United States of America on a visit with her
four brothers. After her return, she tried to influence her
husband to leave Poland but to no avail.

The Krugmans were liberal and open-handed peo-
ple, known for their generosity. They supported the local
charities and Tewja was a substantial supporter of his
temple, the “Coreschul.” Their children were brought
up by a special tutor, Dr. Aron Tillemann, a leading
educator from Stryj (Southern Poland), who also as-
sumed the position of director of the local gymnasium.

Two of the four Krugman children, Heshel and
Luba, graduated in Bialystok and went to study in Ger-
many. Their younger brother, Samuel, studied in
England. Mira, the youngest, attended school in War-
saw where the family moved in 1930.

In 1935, Luba married Jack Gurdus and the couple
went on a visit to Palestine with the intention of settling
there. This too, did not materialize and the entire family
was caught by the outbreak of World War II in Poland.

Jack Gurdus and the two Krugman brothers escaped

from Poland at the beginning of the German occupation.
The brothers reached Canada in 1941. Samuel died
there the next year and Heshel joined the Polish
paratroop division. He took part in the invasion of
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LABOR ZIONIST DIVISION OF HISTADRUT
HONORS OUR TRUSTEE, PAUL SCHOCHET,
ON HIS 80th BIRTHDAY

We reported in the September, 1980 issue of the
Bualystoker Stimme, that our Trustee, Paul Schochet,
celebrated his 80th birthday on July 17th, 1980.

Mr. Schochet, an energetic activist on behalf of the
State of Israel and numerous Jewish organizations for
many years, was honored at the 42nd Annual
Conference of the Labor Zionist Division of Histadrut on
Sunday, October 26th, 1980 on the occasion of his 80th
birthday. The Conference took place at the Histadrut
House in New York City. Mr. Schochet has devoted
much energy and invested great generosity in the
Histadrut organization.

A large delegation from the Bialystoker Center and
Home for the Aged including Vice President Abe Mintz

Moshe Fisher, Paul Schochet, Izaak Rybal, Dora Schochet

and General Secretary Izaak Rybal participated in the
tribute to Mr. Schochet. Both officers delivered greetings
to the guest of honor. In addition, a committee from Far-
band Branch 482 joined the festivities, led by their Presi-
dent, Morris Saperstein.

Mr. Schochet, accompanied by his dear wife, Dora,
made a philantrophic pledge to the Histadrut in ap-
preciation of the honor given to him and thanked his
friends and landsleit for their kindness.

Moreover, the Bialystoker Center gave recognition
to Paul Schochet’s 80th birthday with a special cake at
one of our Board meetings.

The officers and directors of our Center and Home
extend best wishes for good health and happiness to Mr.
Schochet with the hope that he will be able to continue
his excellent work on behalf of our institution, as well as
other organizations in which he has been involved, for
many years to come.

N
NN~

Become Members of the Bialystoker Center
and Home for The Aged

ABE AND DORA MINTZ, VICE

PRESIDENT AND TRUSTEE, HONORED
BY KOBRINER BRANCH OF FARBAND

Abe and Dora Mintz are well known and greatly
admired within the Bialystoker Center and Home for the
Aged. Mr. Mintz, a member of our Board of Directors
for a number of years, was elected First Vice President
last year and has become one of the leading figures on
our Board of Governors.

Mrs. Mintz, a Trustee for several years, has been
extremely active in selling tickets to our Annual Theatre
Benefit among her friends and acquaintances in the
Aliza Club, a branch of the Pioneer Women’s Organiza-
tion.

Mr. and Mrs. Mintz were the guests of honor at the
opening meeting of the Kobriner Branch of Farband,
held Sunday, October 5th, 1980 at the Young Israel

Abe and Dora Mintz, Ira Gilden, Eva and Morris Saperstein, Paul Schochet

Synagogue on West 16th Street in Manhattan. The
reason for the honor was that the Mintzes made a con-
tribution of $35,000 to the Boys’ Town in Jerusalem.

A delegation from the Bialystoker Center, led by
Rabbi Lowell S. Kronick, Chaplain, which included
Molly Rybal, Diana Medvedev, and Raya Zak, was pre-
sent. Rabbi Kronick addressed the meeting, con-
gratulating Mr. and Mrs. Mintz on their active and
generous leadership on behalf of the State of Israel and
the Bialystoker Home.

Although Mr. Mintz hails from Kobrin, he is con-
sidered a Bialystoker because of his devotion to our in-
stitution, as well as by the fact that he is married to Dora
Mintz, who was born in Bialystok. Other speakers
recounted the many charitable causes within which the
Mintzes are actively involved.

In his response, Mr. Mintz laid special emphasis on
his ties to the Bialystoker Center. He was awarded a
special plaque by Rabbi Jay Marcus, who is affiliated
with Boys’ Town in Jerusalem.

Our officers and directors congratulate Abe and
Dora Mintz on their excellent philanthropic work, hop-
ing they will continue their noble activities for many
years to come.
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BIALYSTOKER
LADIES AUXILIARY

by Rose Finkelstein, President

I welcome this opportunity to give my semi-annual
report of the activities of the Bialystoker Ladies Aux-
iliary.

Our first meeting was held after all the Jewish holi-
days. As usual, this meeting was an open luncheon for
all the members and their friends. The kitchen and din-
ing room staff, under the supervision of Mrs. Skorka, did
an excellent job and made this luncheon enjoyable for
everyone. For this, I must say thank you to everyone in-
volved.

As a result of this meeting, we got many new
members. As President, I can only say that I hope the
trend continues and our membership continues to grow.

In December, we held our Annual Bazaar. I am sor-
ry to have to report that because of insufficient quality
merchandise and the really bad weather we had on some
of the days we were open, our proceeds did not reach last
year’s total. However, as a result of hard and dedicated
work by many of our members, we did gross over $2,700.
This amount exceeded my expectations and I can only
pray that next year’s Bazaar will be a more successful
one.

At this time I would like to take the opportunity to
thank everyone who helped. A special thanks to Mrs.
Modetsky, not only for supplying some very beautiful
blouses, but also for coming to sell them; Mrs. Feuer;
Dinah Farber; Hilda Sloyer, who secures beautiful
merchandise from her nephew and also works very hard
unpacking and selling all kinds of merchandise; Betty
Zablowitz and her sister, Diana Wagman; Mr. and Mrs.
Edward Winston; Betty Tobias; Mr. Zalewitz; Jean
Gellis for obtaining the cash register; Celia Plocki; Bella
Nosoff; and Abe Wagman for securing lovely gifts which
we were able to sell to satsified customers. A special
thanks must be given to Mr. Rybal and his wife Molly.
They came down on a very cold Saturday night, when
no one else could make it, and took care of the entire
Bazaar by themselves. I would also like to thank Mr.
Rybal’s sister-in-law, Diana Medvedev, for all her as-
sistance. As usual, a thanks is due the kitchen, dining
room and maintenance staffs for their able assistance.

As a result of the generous contributions made by
our members weekly and the proceeds of the Bazaar, w
were able to donate $2,000 to the Center and Home at
the Chanukah Party. The same amount was also
donated at the Purim Party.

At this time the Ladies Auxiliary is planning to
have a luncheon, card and bingo party on Monday,
March 2nd. Hopefully, it will be a success. Since our
membership has grown and the members have stated
they will bring friends, we expect a large turnout. I know
that the luncheon will be delicious because of Mrs.
Skorka’s usual expertise in preparing our luncheons in
the past. A full report will be given in the September
Stimme.

For all the members who have not been well and
unable to attend our meetings, I want to wish them a

Annual Breakfast for Families of
Residents Held Sunday, October 26, 1980

A group of our residents’ relatives joined our ad-
ministration and department heads in the auditorium of
the Bialystoker Home on Sunday, October 26th, 1980,
for the purspose of exchanging information and views
about how our Home provides care to our patients.

Mr. Yehoshua Schachter, Administrator of the
Home, introduced the following department heads and
staff consultants involved in patient care: Dr. Morris
Shorofsky, Medical Director; Florence Lookretis, RN,
Director of Nursing Services; Bronia Skorka, Director of
Food Services; Mifa Rogoff, Director of Activities;
Sonya K. Essin, Social Worker; Izaak Rybal, General
Secretary; Rabbi Lowell S. Kronick, Chaplain; Harry
Feinberg, Executive Director; Dr. Irene Satterwhite,
Occupational Therapist; Deborah Goodman, Speech
Pathologist; Cosimo  Mastropierro, Director of
Housekeeping and Maintenance, and George Cau,
Medical Labor Relations Consultant.

The gathering was graced by the presence of our
President, Sam Solasz, who greeted the guests.

The format for the proceedings was different this
time around. Instead of each department head
presenting a prepared statement describing the func-
tions of his or her department, a letter had been sent to
all relatives suggesting an agenda of discussion issues
important to the residents. This prompted more ques-
tions from the audience as well as a more substantive ex-
change among the participants.

Although the Family Breakfast takes place once a
year, the administration of the Bialystoker Home encour
ages residents’ relatives to feel free in communicating
with staff at any time when matters of concern arise.

Special Plaque in Posthumous Tribute to
Rose Kass

As we reported last year, Rose Kass, our Honorary
Vice President and a generous supporter of the
Bialystoker Center and Home for many years, passed
away. Mrs. Kass did not let a holiday go by without
making a most generous donation to our Home.

In order to pay tribute to this remarkable lady, it
was decided .0 affix a special plaque in our auditorium
in a section honoring past and present great officers of
our institution. This posthumous honor takes the form of
a large mahogany wood board upon which there is a
raised metal likeness of Mrs. Kass, while underneath a
message of appreciation appears on a bronze plate.

Mrs. Kass’ plaque has been hung alongside similar
ones honoring officers who helped build the Home or are
continuing to serve it today.

A smaller version of the plaque was sent to Mrs.
Kass’ daughter, Mildred Brand, in Portland, Maine. We
recall Mrs. Kass’ memory with fondness and we will
always appreciate her tremendous generosity to our
Center and Home.

speedy recovery. I want them to know that they were
missed by the other members and that we are all looking
forward to seeing them as soon as possible.

A happy and kosher Passover to all.
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It was a cold December morning when my wife,
Miriam, and I visite” the Bialystoker Centre. The
warmth of our welcome inside, however, more than made
up for the cold outside. On our arrival, we were ushered
into the office of Mr. Izaak Rybal, the nerve center of the
Home, where he greeted us very cordially. There, we had
a very interesting chat, being shown various materials
and photographs dealing with the development of the
Home from its earliest days.

We were then taken on a tour of the Centre. We

Ephraim and Miriam Kluk

toured the Home floor by floor starting from the top. It
was amazing to see how Mr. Izaak Rybal was heartily
welcomed by all the residents. They greeted him as a
long lost friend and did not want him to leave. One floor
is hospital equipped with all the latest instruments,
notably a pacemaker evaluator which eliminates the
need for such patients to go to the hospital. The hospital
also includes an Occupational and Physiotherapy sec-
tion, Podiatric Clinic and a Dental Unit. On another
floor, there is a Synagogue with memorial tablets il-
luminated on the occasion of the Yahrzeit of departed
members. Electric candles are lit by the women on Fri-
day night in another room and these switch off
automatically in order to avoid the danger of fire. Indeed,
the entire Home is fitted with every possible safety device
and convenience. The taps in the wash basins switch off
automatically, in case anyone should forget to turn them
off. Similarly, the toilets are flushed automatically.

My wife was particularly impressed with the
cleanliness and hygiene of the whole institution. She is
one of those people who always travels with a bottle of
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disinfectant close at hand. The place was so clean that
one could almost literally eat off the floor. However, this
was not necessary as we were served with a delicious
lunch in the dining-room of the Home, which we enjoyed
in the company of Mr. Rybal; the Executive Director,
Mr. Harry Feinberg and the Administrator, Mr.
Yehoshua Schachter. We started with a most welcome
soup, having come in somewhat frozen from outside.
There was a choice of main course. My wife and I chose
the low calorie dish, the other one being a typical
Bialystoker delicacy known as “knishes” which looks
very tempting, but would have added to the kilos. So we
resisted it. After lunch, we met the Chaplain, Rabbi
Lowell Kronick, and were introduced to the various
other members of the devoted staff. We then had our
photos taken with Mr. Rybal at a memorial corner for
the late Mr. David Sohn, founder of the Home. We
visited some of the people in their rooms and, unlike some
of the other institutions that we have visited in various
parts of the world, the rooms at the Bialystoker Home
are more like private homes, with plenty of cupboard
space, photos of children and grand-children being en-
courged, and personal articles and ornaments of every
sort abounding everywhere.

When it was time for our departure, Mr. Rybal per-
sonally accompanied us to the underground. We were
sorry to leave, but were enriched with all the wonderful
impressions of the Home and felt we had made many
new friends in Mr. Rybal and his devoted staff of
workers. On our ride back to our hotel, my wife and I
agreed that that was one of the most memorable days of
our short stay in New York.

e @ <R € -

MAZEL TOV

On Thursday, January 1, 1981, Joshua Vernick
Okon was born to Dr. and Mrs. Joel Okon.

The grandparents are Eli and Marta Okon,
longtime members and supporters of the Bialystoker
Center and Home who live in Philadelphia. Mr. Eli
Okon is a Bialystoker.

Our officers and directors extend to the Okon and
Vernick families hearty congratulations. May they have
much nachas from this new addition to their family.

PICTURES REQUESTED

Our readers know that every effort is being made to
beautify the physical environment of the Bialystoker
Home, especially the rooms and floors where our
patients reside.

To further this effort, we request that our members
and friends donate appropriate pictures that can be
hung on the walls throughout the building. Landscapes,
still lifes, etc. would be most welcome.
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(Editor’s Note: We sent the following letter to the Ministry of
Administration in Warsaw, as well as to the Polish ambassadors
to the United States and the United Nations concerning the
desecration of the “Pogrom Monument’ which stood for decades
n the Bagnowke Cemetery in Bialystok.)

We wish to draw your attention to a matter of
profound concern to us and to the thousands of Jews
from Bialystok residing in the United States and other
countries outside Poland, whom we represent.

In 1906, the Czarist regime controlling Poland in-
spired a brutal pogrom against the Jewish community in
Bialystok, resulting in the deaths of more than one
hundred Jews. At first, their corpses were laid in long
lines in the courtyard of the then Jewish hospital, whose
premises could not accomodate such a large number of
victims. Subsequently they were buried in a mass grave
on Bagnowke Cemetery in Bialystok.

The Jewish community, grieving for its massacred
brethren, wishing to honor their memories and to protest
the official violence which murdered them, erected a tall
black granite monument over the mass grave with the
victims’ names and an elegy inscribed in Yiddish and
Hebrew. This memorial towered in lamentation over
their final resting place from 1906 until, to our
knowledge, 1978, when a representative of this institu-
tion found, to his dismay, that it had vanished.

Only recently did we learn the whereabouts and the
condition of the monument. It was found on the outskirts
of Bialystok, neatly severed into three pieces. This dis-
covery has generated shock and anger among our
members and supporters.

This memorial became a legend for generations of
Bialystoker Jews after 1906, part of their folklore. It in-
carnated for decades their sense of loss, their outrage at
injustice, and their determination to resist further bar-
barity. It was also meant to enshrine the martyrs in
perpetuity.

The removal and partition of the monument con-
stitute shameful vandalism, a profanation of the sacred,
and an affront to the sensibilities of Jews from Bialystok
everywhere. We should think that the Government and
people of Poland would share our bitter resentment at
this offense. Let us realize that even the Nazis did not dis-
turb the shrine.

We urgently make the following requests of the
Polish authorities: (1) a thorough investigation should be
launched immediately to determine who was responsible
for this criminal act and how such a huge monument
could be spirited away and disjoined without detection
and prosecution by the law enforcement officials in
Bialystok; (2) the Government must institute effective
procedures at once to safeguard Jewish cemeteries from
desecration.

Furthermore, we hereby advance a proposai con-
cerning the monument in question. The Bialystoker
Center asks that its parts be exported to our custody in
New York. We will assume all costs and will attempt to
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restore it to its original condition. Thereafter, we will
place it in a prestigious spot on grounds we own on Beth
David Cemetery, Elmont, New York. This rehabilitation
and transplantation of the monument will correct the ini-
quity perpetuated against our people, the City of
Bialystok and the Polish State. We request that the
necessary authorizations be issued as soon as possible so
that we can proceed with this plan.

Some of the worst crimes against humanity were
committed on Polish soil. It is therefore incumbent upon
Poland to cleanse itself of any residual contaminants.
The plight of our monument is just such a debasement of
the great Polish people, requiring swift redress.

Kindly acknowledge with dispatch receipt of this
letter as well as your reactions.

( Editor’s Note: See detailed article on this matter in Yiddish sec-
tion, page 22, and photographs.

38th Annual Yizkor Assembly

As the Stimme went to press, the 38th Annual
Memorial Assembly in tribute to 60,000 martyrs of
Bialystok and vicinity was held on Sunday, March 29,
1981. For the first time, the Grodner landsleit joined with
the Bialystoker in honoring their 29,000 martyrs. A more
detailed report will appear in the next issue.

e ) <M @ <
RELATIVES SOUGHT

Mr. Arye (Leib) Gendler was born in Bialystok on
January 6th, 1932. Until ten years ago, he was in touch by
mail with relatives in the United States, but then contact stop-
ped. Mr. Gendler requests information concerning the
whereabouts of the following relatives:

Harry Hendler, his uncle, whose last known address was
1411 Townsend Avenue, Apt. 33b, Bronx, New York 10452;
his cousin, Julia, whose last known address was c¢/o Mr. and
Mrs. S. Cherner, 2061 Van Hoesen Avenue, Bronx, New York
10461; his aurt Esther Breitman, 1164 Cromwell Avenue,
Bronx, New Y . ': 10452.

Anyone 'aving information about these individuals
should contact Mr. Gendler at this address: 40 Haviva Street,
Ramot Remez, Haifa 32541, Israel.

Abe Novogrodsky, Bialystoker landsman, is the manager of the Colonial
Inn in Miami Beach and is always pleased to assist our landsleit.
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Honorary President Rubin Bindler with members of his family. L. tor.:
Rubin and Lottie Reisler, Molly Rybal, Mollie Martow, Mr. Bindler's
sister, Selma and Steve Starr.

RUBIN BINDLER

On Monday, January 12th, Rubin Bindler, our
Honorary President, arrived in Miami Beach from New
York. He stayed in our hotel, the Colonial Inn. For an
entire week Molly and I spent a lot of time enjoying Mr.
Bindler’s company. A number of landsleit paid us visits,
during which we had an opportunity to discuss various
matters of interest. Molly and I also had the pleasure of
seeing Mr. Bindler’s son and daughter-in-law, Leonard
and Bernice Bindler. We went out with them and truly
enjoyed ourselves.

On the last day of our vacation, Sunday, January
19th, Molly and I received several guests including: Abe
and Estelle Gordon, Abe and Dvora Mintz, Dave and
Rose Goldberg, Max and Fania Mishkoff, Sol and Ethel

Abe and Estelle Gordon, Ethel and Sol Krim. Standing are Dora
and Abe Mintz.

ABE AND ESTELLE GORDON

No visit to Miami Beach would be complete
without spending some time with Abe and Estelle
Gordon, who settled there several years ago. Mr.
Gordon was the Vice-Chairman of our Board of Direc-
tors before he and his wife moved away. He has been
and continues to be a devoted supporter of our institu-
tion, carrying on the tradition of his late father, Philip
Gordon, who was a founder of our Home. The Gordons,
Molly and I, and Mr. Bindler visited together.

Abe and Dora Mintz and Sol and Ethel Krim were
vacationing in Miami Beach at the time we were there.
They visited us and Mr. Bindler at our hotel.

Rubin Bindler with his sister, Mollie Martow

Krim and Fishl Feinfeld. They came to say goodbye to
Molly and me as well as visit with Mr. Bindler who
remained in Miami Beach following our departure.
After enjoying a sumptuous lunch in the hotel
restaurant, Mr. Bindler invited all of the guests to sit
with him on the terrace of his room, with a beautiful
view of the ocean. He also provided delicious refresh-
ments for everyone.

My wife and I continue to think about the very
warm and friendly visits we had with our friends during
our vacation. I want to thank them for their wonderful
hospitality during our entire stay. I cannot help but feel
encouraged to carry on my work on behalf of the in-
terests of our landsleit, knowing that so many of them
really care about me and Molly, as demonstrated by
their treatment of us.

Sally and Barney Sacks

BARNEY AND SALLY SACKS

Making a special trip to Miami Beach from Del
Ray Beach, further to the north, Barney and Sally Sacks
visited us. Mr. Sacks was one of the founders of the Club
of Bialystoker Friends and a champion soccer player in
his youth. It was gratifying to the Sacks’ and to us that
their son and daughter-in-law, Earl and Jo-Ann, have
been following in their footsteps by supporting the
Bialystoker Center and Home. Once again we received
several cartons of merchandise from Beeline Fashions in
Illinois, of which Mr. Earl Sacks is a vice-president, for
our Annual Bazaar. In addition, he and his wife selected
our Home as their favorite charity, toward which
Beeline made a generous cash donation, in honor of
Barney and Sally Sacks.
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In January, 1981, my wife Molly and I took a much
needed vacation to one of our favorite palces, Miami
Beach, Florida. The reason I consider Miami a
“favorite” is that many of our Bialystoker friends have
moved there. As I have often said, my vacations give me
an opportunity to strengthen the ties between our
Center and Home and landsleit, as well as visiting with
personal friends. I would like to mention the following
who are near and dear to us:

DAVID AND ROSE GOLDBERG
We were pleased to be contacted by David and
Rose Goldberg during our visit to Miami Beach. They
were kind enough to take us out to a fine restaurant

Molly Rybal, Dave and Rose Goldberg

where we had an opportunity to reminisce about the
Goldbergs’ many years of active leadership in our in-
stitution. Mr. Goldberg was Chairman of our Board of
Directors for 18 years and Mrs. Goldberg, a former Vice
President of our Home, raised large sums of money
through annual luncheons in her honor at the Home.
Last year, when they celebrated their 45th wedding an-
niversary, a number of their family and friends made
donations to this organization in their honor. Despite
the long distance separating us, David and Rose
demonstrated the same intense interest in the Home that
they have had since Rose’s late parents, Philip and
Mamie Rosenthal, were top officers here. It is always a
pleasure to spend time with Dave and Rose Goldberg.
We look forward to their continued association for many
years to come.

MAX AND FANIA MISHKOFF

On several occasions during our stay in Miami
Beach, we had the pleasure of having dinner with our
dear friends, the Mishkoffs, in their home. Fania was the
Secretary of the Club of Bialystoker Friends many years
ago. She and her husband are devoted Bialystokers and
wonderful people. They had a successful jewelry
business in Costa Rica for many years and moved back
to the United States a couple of years ago, settling in
Miami Beach. We spoke about the activities of their fine
son Samusz, their daughter Ruth and her husband, Dr.
Sylvan Goldin, and their children, expressing to them

By IZAAK RYBAL, General Secretary

Fania and Max Mishkoff

the hope that they should continue having nachas from
them. The Mishkoffs are generous donors of our Center
and Home. We hope they will continue their good work
for many years.

EDITH GERING
We spent a lovely time with Edith Gering in Miami
Beach. We recalled the good old days when, as younger
people, her late husband, George and we were active in
the Club of Bialystoker Friends of which George was
president. His name has been enshrined in our Home

Molly Rybal and Edith Gering

through the dedication of our remodeled central dining
room in his memory by Edith and their children.
Mrs. Gering told me that when she was in New
York in November for the celebration of her grand-
daughter’s Bat Mitzvah, she did not have an oppor-
tunity to visit the Bialystoker Home. She indicated her
desire to see us the next time she is in New York.

Become Members of the Bialystoker Center
and Home for The Aged
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REMEMBRANCE
AND VIGILANCE

7l by RABBI LOWELL S. KRONICK, CHAPLAIN llllllllrﬁ,

Our Board of Governors commissioned me last year
to translate the Yiddish manuscript of the forthcoming
Bialystok Memorial Volume into English. Although I felt
honored by its confidence in my ability to fulfill this task,
I also experienced trepidation contemplating the ad-
ditional heavy responsibility I was being asked to as-
sume. My instructions were to render an abridged
translation of the 350 page Yiddish manuscript. This, I
well understood, would require my attention on some
evenings and weekends over a period of months, besides
my regular full time duties as Chaplain of the
Bialystoker Center and Home.

The English text would make the Yizkor book acces-
sible to the children and grandchildren of Holocaust sur-
vivors from Bialystok and vicinity. (It is likely that
Hebrew and Spanish translations will be made to ad-
dress readers in Israel and Latin American countries.)
The readers, according to my mandate, should find the
English translation legible, the content interesting and
moving. Furthermore, I would have discretion over
which portions of the Yiddish text should be translated
and which could be excluded — what I thought relevant
to American Jewish readers as opposed to what might be
extraneous.

Thus, much care, precision, patience and discipline
would be required of me in the translation process. I had
to consider, in mulling over whether I should accept this
task, if I were prepared to apply myself fully to what
would, after all, make considerable demands upon my
free time.

What decided the issue for me was the significance
of the Bialystok Memorial Volume itself. Its purpose is to
record for posterity the growth and development of a
vibrant' Jewish community, Bialystok, representative of
other kehillot in Eastern Europe, prior to World War II.
While the book summarizes the early history of the city,
its major focus will be the tragic, senseless and
systematic annhilation of Jewish Bialystok in its prime,
at the apex of its dynamism. Finally, it will demonstrate
that although Bialystok the city was physically
destroyed, its spiritual and cultural heritage has en-
dured through surviving landsleit who are determined to
perpetuate the traditions of their beloved hometown.

In discussions within the Book Committee, a ques-
tion arose as to whether our Yizkor book should con-
centrate upon Bialystok per se or should reflect what was
going on in other major Jewish communities in Eastern
Europe during the Nazi period. Some of the supporters
of the Memorial Volume wanted to attract a broad
readership and feared that if the focus centered too nar-
rowly upon Bialystok, the wider American Jewish
audience might not be interested.

While appreciating this concern, I feel the
Bialystoker Center in New York should primarily leave a
literary monument to Bialystok rather than make a
general statement about the totality of the Jewish ex-
perience during the Holocaust. Such comprehensive
studies have multiplied in recent years — a welcome
development, but one our Center need not duplicate. No

Rabbi Lowell S. Kronick

one should believe, however, that what happened in
Bialystok did not also occur in numerous other major
Jewish population centers in Eastern Europe. In a word,
the Bialystok Memorial Volume will serve as a mirror —
Bialystok will be discussed but Warsaw, Lodz, Lomza,
Grodno and a host of other cities will be reflected as well
by analogy.

The months I have spent translating this book have
inspired and exhilarated me. Personally I have learned
much about how special Bialystok was and how awful its
fate was. I read many facts, details and opinions, some of
which were fascinating and others grisly. Sifting through
the details of persecution and violence was an ordeal for
me. Neither will it be easy for our readers to relive ex-
periences in which they participated or to learn about
what actually transpired. :

We all owe gratitude to Icek Shmulevitch, writer of
the Jewish Daily Forward, who invested more than a year
in collating, organizing and enriching the plethora of
materials about Bialystoker history which has been in-
corporated into the book. Encouraged by our Center, he
has accomplished what landsleit had been talking about
for a long time but never were able to actualize. The
book is scheduled for publication in 1981.

Many are tempted, as the years go by, to want to
rorget the lessons of Nazi barbarism. We Jews cannot
succumb to this amnesia — not because there is any vir-
tue in feeling persecuted without end, but so that history
will not repeat itself. Anti-Semitic incidents have been
on the increase in the last year, indicating that hostility
against Jews continues to exist in the hearts of some.
While we should not exaggerate the threat, neither
should we ignore it. We seek to live in peace and har-
mony with our neighbors, whether in the United States
or in other lands. We cherish the freedoms and the
human rights granted to everyone in America and in
some other countries where our people live. But we shall
never again permit a misguided minority of haters,
wherever and whoever they may be, to jeopardize our
liberty or our lives.

The Bialystoker Memorial Volume will help us to re-
main conscious of the challenges we face and will rein-
torce the vigilance necessary to protect ourselves against
any resurgence of the destructive forces which the book
so graphically illustrates.

As we celebrate Passover, the holiday of redemption
and liberation, let us renew our resolve to honor the past
and to face the future with hope and pride. A happy and
kosher Passover to all.
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Several important developments have occurred
within the Home since my last report to you. In
February, 1981, the New York State Department of
Health conducted its annual survey of our facility. For
three days, a team of specialists evaluated the various
departments, armed with detailed sets of criteria. They
thoroughly surveyed our medical, nursing, dietary,
leisure activities, social services, maintenance, ad-
ministrative and rehabilitative services. I am proud to
announce that they concluded patient care at the
Bialystoker Home is “‘excellent.” To be sure, no facility
can be perfect. We did receive some minor violations,
concerning paperwork and documentation, which are
easily correctible. But actual delivery of services to our
residents was highly regarded.

The long established policy of our Home,
emphasizing quality patient care, continues without in-
terruption. Each elderly person here is valued, in-
dividually recognized, and receives the best we have to
offer. Our respective disciplines strive to coordinate their
services so that the whole person — all of his or her
needs — is well cared for. The heads of nursing, food
services, activities and social work meet weekly to review
the status of particular patients and to update their total
treatment programs. Our Department Head Committee
convenes once a month to consider matters of homewide
import as well as within each department. Meeting
every three months are our Safety, Infection Control,
Patient Care Policies, and Pharmacy Committees, to
monitor the areas in which they are concerned. Twice a
year our Medical Board, consisting of our attending
physicians and consultants, discusses the quality of our
medical care. All of these people, of course, are in touch
with one another informally more often as necessary.

As I have often stated, this is not a ““warehouse” for
storing geriatric rejects. Rather this is a home in every
sense of the word; we try to make every resident feel tru-
ly at home. I believe our recent survey bears me out. I
would like to take this opportunity to thank each depart-
ment head for helping to make the survey findings
favorable for our Home.

* * *

Several months ago, I told our Board of Governors
that more of our residents already in the Home need to be
transferred to the infirmary because their health has
deteriorated. Furthermore, our applications for admis-
sion reveal there is a greater need for skilled nursing (in-
firmary) care than for health related (residential) care.
This trend has resulted from the fact that applicants are
older and more ill than in the past. Those who are able
to manage on their own find the homes for adults or
senior citizens hotels adequate to meet their needs.

Therefore, I recommended to our Board that we ap-
ply for converting one of our residential floors to an ad-
ditional skilled nursing floor. At present, our Home has
fifty skilled nursing beds and forty-five health related
beds. If the bed conversion is approved by the State
Health Department, a long and complicated procedure,
we will offer about seventy skilled nursing beds and
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about twenty-five health related beds, thus more ac-
curately serving the element of patients applying to us
for admission, as well as those already in our care. I am
pleased that the Board approved my suggestion and has
joined me in this forward looking action

* * *

As part of an increased vigilance by the State con-
cerning nursing homes following the sordid revelations
of abuses, all homes were audited during 1976-77 to un-
cover evidence of Medicaid fraud. Our Home’s financial
records for 1970-74 were thoroughly combed by state
auditors four years ago. No evidence of fraud was found.
Substantial disallowances, however, were made for ex-
penditures considered by the auditors not to have been
related to patient care. We do not agree with that
finding in certain areas and have instituted a formal ap-
peal process to recover significant funds withheld from
us because of the disallowances.

* For example, the building next door at 232 East
Broadway, which we own, provides us with office and
storage space used for the Home’s purposes which are
fully reimbursable. Because of legal technicalities,
however, the auditors disallowed reimbursement for that
building. Another disallowance we are contesting is for
patient clothing. In the past, the Home used to purchase
clothing for those residents who did not hage adequate
funds, for which it billed Medicaid. The auditors disap-
proved that method, insisting that residents must pay for
their clothing from their personal funds set aside as a
clothing allowance. The fact remains that the Home, un-
der the previous system, did buy clothing for the patients
and did provide it to them. We did bill Medicaid for
benefits actually received by our residents. We have a
commitment to ensure that our residents are adequately
clothed in accordance with human dignity. It is absurd
that we should not be remunerated for expenses incur-
red for patient care. There are several other items in dis-
pute upon which I shall not elaborate here.

The appeal will be protracted and laborious. There
are no guarantees we will win, although we have a good
chance to prevail at least in part. Yet there is a principle
involved here. If we passively accept the audit, we will be
encouraging other auditors in the future to disallow ex-
penditures wholesale. Psychologically we would be
sending the message that we can be pushed around. We
will not allow that impression to mislead anyone.
Instead we will hold the State to a correct standard of
equity and justice, as it holds us and other homes ac-
countable for our financial activities. We will pursue this
appeal with vigor until we receive what rightfully
belongs to us. Overzealousness on the part of auditors
unable to differentiate expenses related to patient care
from those unrelated, will be met with stiff resistance on
appeal, now and in the future.

* * *
My wife Malki, our daughters and son, join me in

wishing you a Chag Kasher v’Sameach, a healthy and hap-
py Passover.
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undertook to raise $20,000 towards defraying building
expenses, making its first donation of $5,000 right away.

It took 22 months to complete construction. Finally,
the big day arrived, moving into the handsome new
building. In the balmy days of May, 1931, the
Bialystoker Home was officially opened and regular
meetings of the landsmanschaft were conducted in the new
quarters amidst much celebration.

The dedication festivities continued for the entire
week between Saturday night, June 20th and the follow-
ing Sunday, June 28, 1931. A committee of 100
Bialystoker Jews was formed to plan the dedication
proceedings. Each landsmanschaft organization selected a
particular evening during this week to mark the joyous
occasion. The public at large was welcome to visit.
Thousands of people came to inspect the Home, express-
ing their wonderment at the tireless efforts of
Bialystokers in translating their dream into reality.

An unforgettable huge parade swelled the East Side
on Sunday, June 21, 1931, the grand opening of the
Home. Almost everyone connected with Bialystok and
its environs participated, as well as Jews from other
walks of life. The closing banquet of the dedication week
was held at the Beethoven Hall, 210 East 5th Street,
New York City, in which more than 500 people joined
together, among them all the Directors of the
Bialystoker Center, representatives of Bialystoker
organizations and other leading Jewish figures.

Many prominent political and cultural leaders sent
congratulatory telegrams to the Directors of the
Bialystoker Home, including Governor Franklin D.
Roosevelt, Lt. Governor Herbert Lehman, New York
Mayor James Walker, Manhattan Borough President
Samuel Levy, B. Vladek, Manager of the Jewish Daily
Forward as well as leaders of other Jewish organizations.

Mr. Sohn, in honor of the grand opening, wrote in
the Stimme that the new facility would care not only for
the elderly at the time of its construction, but would go
on to serve old and infirm people for decades in the
future. His words were prophetic because towards the
end of his own productive life and indefatigable service
to his Bialystoker landsleit, he was admitted as a resident
of the Home where he passed away on February 10,
1968. Many years earlier, he exhorted his followers to do
everything possible to promote the Home, for no one
could know when he or she would need the Home’s ser-
vices.

FROM A SMALL BEGINNING TO GREAT
ACCOMPLISHMENTS

The first 50 elderly residents of the Home were ad-
mitted shortly after it was opened, in September, 1931.
The Bialystoker Stimme issue before Rosh Hashana of that
year, described the following: “On these High Holidays
the synagogue of our Home was opened. Several
hundred men and women came to worship on both days
of Rosh Hashana, during which they truly enjoyed
spiritual uplift in hearing our inspiring cantors. On Yom
Kippur, a memorial service was held in our shul for
deceased members and landsleit.”

Operating the Home incurred ever increasing costs,
for the Directors were determined to provide excellent
services for the residents and to expand the capacity for
admitting additional people. At first there was a waiting
list of 20; several months later the list grew to 75. As
time went on more and more people, having heard how

wonderful the Bialystoker Home was, filled out applica-
tions for admission. Indeed, many thousands of visitors
passed through the corridors of the Home and went
away greatly impressed with what they had observed.

A FINE INSTITUTION IN GOOD HANDS

What has ensured the continuity and the ongoing
excellence of the Bialystoker Home has been an uninter-
rupted succession of devoted people willing to volunteer
much of their time, their energies and resources to en-
sure that everything is run properly. Our organization
sees itself existing for many more years because we are
fortunate in enjoying the support of new people
prepared to take up the torch laid down by their
predecessors.

The Bialystoker Home is a traditional Jewish
kosher institution serving American-Jewish senior
citizens with a commitment to making their sunset years
as comfortable and as dignified as possible. We have a
fully staffed medical and nursing department, as well as
modern food services, recreational, rehabilitation and
maintenance departments. Our Home consists of a
Health Related Facility for people requiring some
medical supervision but able to carry out their activities
of daily living with minimal assistance. For those
needing complete nursing care, we provide a Skilled
Nursing Facility, where patients are helped by a
dedicated group of professionals in all relevant dis-
ciplines.

Thus, our Bialystoker landsleit may justly be proud of
what they and their forefathers have accomplished —
starting out small and developing a geriatric facility that
can compete most favorably with any other similar in-
stitution. Our Bialystoker Center, the governing body of
the Home, will continue to shepherd it towards even
greater accomplishments as we round out our first half
century.

Honorary President Rubin Bindler
Celebrates Birthday on Shabbos Hagodol
by Raising Funds for Bialystoker Center

and Home

For many years now, Rubin Bindler, our esteemed
Honorary President, has observed a beautiful custom of
celebrating his birthday, which occurs on Shabbos
Hagodol, the “Great Sabbath” before Passover, by en-
couraging his family and friends to make donations to
the Bialystoker Center and Home for the Aged.

Mr. Bindler has been an active member and officer
of this institution for more than fifty years. His has been
a voice of quiet reason at our Board meetings. We have
always been able to call upon him for counsel, wisdom
and leadership.

Our Honorary President is blessed with a family
devoted to him and to the splendid relationship he has
maintained for so long with tEe Bialystoker Home. Their
generosity in honor of Mr. Bindler’s birthday is an ex-
pression of the love and admiration they feel toward
him.

Our officers and directors look forward to Rubin
Bindler’s active involvement within our organization for
many years to come. We consider it our great fortune he
is part of our leadership ranks.
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Bialystoker landsleit in New York, all over America
and throughout the world are celebrating a most impor-
tant event this year. 1981 is the fiftieth anniversary of the
Bialystoker Center and Home for the Aged. During this
half century, our Home has developed into one of the
finest geriatric facilities in the country, a bastion of
modern, compassionate care for the elderly. Moreover,
our Center represents the international headquarters of
Bialystokers in many lands, the survivors of the Nazi
Holocaust which annihilated one of the great centers of
Eastern European Jewish life.

This institution embodies the humanitarian spirit
for which Bialystok was so well known. Indeed, its

David Sohn, our unforgettable founder, as he sat at his desk.

founders were motivated by a compelling drive to
translate into concrete reality their desire to assist peo-
ple in need generally and, in particular, the elderly. A
small group of dedicated Bialystoker Jews, determined
to construct a home for the aged under Bialystoker
auspices, launched a frenetic series of meetings and
festivities to draw support for their ambitious project.
Their leader was the late David Sohn, the founder of this
Home who was affectionately called ‘“Mr. Bialystok.”
Despite the formidable obstacles, these men and women
vowed to push on towards their goal.

THE BIALYSTOKER SPIRIT

This handful of Bialystoker activists began plan-
ning the nursing home and the landmanschaft head-
quarters in June, 1926. They had confronted the tragedy
of elderly Bialystokers without proper care, all alone and
in desperate straits, a problem affecting many older im-
migrants to these shores at that time. Thus Jews from
Bialystok who had preceeded them, imbued with a pas-
sion for assisting the elderly and the needy, made certain
that their desparate charges would be well treated and
cared for.

BEGINNING WITH DEVOTION

During the plenary meeting of Bialystoker landsleit,
held in June, 1926, the question of building a nursing
home was thoroughly investigated. Ultimately a decision
was made to appoint a special committee, whose pur-

50th Anniversary of Bialystoker Center,

Home and Infirmary For The Aged
by IZAAK RYBAL, General Secretary
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pose was to formulate an appropriate plan for con-
structing a new facility for the elderly. The committee
worked continually for almost a year before it dis-
charged its function. In May, 1927, the committee
delivered its final report at a general meeting of the
Bialystoker Center and Bikur Cholim. To be sure, not
only the possibilities of going ahead with the project, but
also the numerous difficulties, were exhaustively
reviewed. Nonetheless, everyone was upbeat and op-
timistic. In fact, Mr. Sohn wrote: “One thing is clear,
that we will build a home for our elderly people sooner
or later.”

CAST US NOT AWAY IN OUR OLD AGE

Leafing through the pages of the Bualystoker Stimme
at that time, one cannot fail to notice the love and devo-
tion with which the Bialystoker Home for the Aged was
built, an institution which has developed into one of the
finest geriatric facilities in the country. In a moving arti-
cle in the September, 1927 issue, the author linked the
new Home with prayers chanted on the High Holidays.
“We recite the prayer, ‘Cast us not away in our old age’.
In order to lessen the tragedy of being isolated and lone-
ly in one’s advanced years, the Directors of the
Bialystoker Center and Bikur Cholim have decided to
establish their own nursing home for elderly people, in
which the old folks will be able to spend their remaining
years in comfortable rooms within a congenial environ-
ment, among their own friends, so that this challenging
time of life will be easier to tolerate.”

Many meetings and much effort went into erecting
the Home. Furthermore, fund raising activities
proceeded in full swing, donations having poured in,
swelling the coffers of the Home’s fund. In July, 1928,
more than $40,000 had been collected which at that time
was a substantial sum. As the Stimme proclaimed: “The
plans for the old age home have been finalized and we
contemplate more than an ordinary institution for the
elderly. It is already clear that our Home will embody
modernity as well as a compassionate spirit — “A Home
with a heart” — which will stand as a monument for
succeeding generations of our landsmanschaft.”

A HOME WITH A HEART AND SOUL

On Monday, September 16, 1929, the contract for
building the Home was signed. One week later, the cor-
nerstone was laid for the new facility. In those days,
Bialystoker landsleit all over America within their respec-
tive organizations, contributed in many ways to com-
pleting the project. Several condemned buildings were
demolished along East Broadway to make room for the
new building. A festive occasion occurred on September
22, 1929. Thousands of Jews hailing from Bialystok and
its vicinity as well as masses of friends and official
representatives of numerous organizations, participated
in the memorable ceremony of laying the cornerstone.
The Building Committee forecasted in its report that the
cost of erecting the home would be around $400,000.
Against this backdrop, the Bialystoker Ladies Auxiliary
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MAX RATNER OF CLEVELAND, RECIPIENT :
OF JABOTINSKY CENTENNIAL MEDAL :

At a glittering celebration of Ze’ev Vladimir
Jabotinsky’s 100th birthday anniversary at the Waldorf
Astoria in New York City, whose guest speaker was
Prime Minister Menachem Begin of Israel, our
Bialystoker [landsman, Max Ratner, was one of 100
recipients of the Jabotinsky Centennial Medal. The din-
ner took place on Tuesday, November 11th, 1980.

The Jabotinsky Centennial Medal was awarded to
100 Americans of all faiths for distinguished service to
the State of Israel and the Jewish people.

In a special publication issued by the Jabotinsky
Centennial Dinner Committee, Max Ratner is described
as an “‘illustrious benefactor of civic, cultural, academic

Max Ratner

and industrial institutions in Cleveland, Ohio and
Israel . .. Life Board Member, American Friends of
Hebrew University . .. Israel-United States Business
Council . . . Technion University . .. Fellow, Brandeis
University.” As the readers of the Stzmme are well aware,
Mr. Ratner is currently the Board Chairman and past
President of the American-Israel Chamber of Commerce
and is the Chairman of the Board of Forest City
Enterprises, Inc.

The well known industrialist and prominent
Bialystoker landsman, Max Ratner of Cleveland, came to
New York on Monday, February 16th, 1981, on business
and made himself available to review the progress of the
forthcoming Bualystok Memorial Volume. Mr. Ratner was
one of the first to urge our Center to publish a Yizkor
Book at the earliest opportunity. We are pleased that
much of the manuscript has already been submitted to
the publisher.

Mr. Ratner came to the Bialystoker Center in New
York at the invitation of our General Secretary, Izaak
Rybal. We are especially indebted to him for his tremen-
dous interest in the project, despite many other pressing
demands on his time.

Joining Messrs. Ratner and Rybal at the meeting
were Icek Shmulewitz, Editor of the Yiddish section of

; U.J.LA. WOMEN'S ORGANIZATION
: FEATURES
$  SAMUEL PISAR AS GUEST SPEAKER

On Tuesday, March 3, 1981, the United Jewish Ap-
peal Women’s Organization sponsored a rally, “Silent
No More,” attended by more than a thousand members
at the New York Statler Hotel. The purpose of the rally,
attendance at which was by invitation only, was to raise
the audience’s consciousness about mounting anti-
Semitism in the United States, Western Europe, Latin
America and the Soviet bloc.

The guest speaker was Samuel Pisar, author of a
recently published book, Of Blood and Hope, in which he
describes his survival of the Holocaust as the youngest
boy from Bialystok at Auschwitz and other concentra-
tion camps. He enthralled everyone with several vignet-

Samuel and Judith Pisar

tes describing his cunning in outwitting the Nazi ex-
ecutioners.

Dr. Pisar was accompanied by his wife, Judith.
They live in Paris, where he practices law, with offices in
New York and London, as well.

Viveca Lindfors, famous stage and film actress,
chaired the proceedings. Senator Daniel Patrick
Moynihan was another guest speaker. The audience was
treated to a moving audio-visual presentation which
opened the assembly, as well as to choral singing by the
Park East Day School choir.

General Secretary and Mrs. Izaak Rybal, Rabbi
Lowell S. Kronick, Chaplain, and Mr. Icek Shmulewitz,
Editor of the Yiddish section of the Bialystok Memorial
Volume, attended the rally and met with Mr. and Mrs.
Pisar following the program.

the Bialystok Memorial Volume and Rabbi Lowell S.
Kronick, Editor of the English section.

A most useful and interesting exchange of views
took place, Mr. Ratner offering some helpful sugges-
tions. At the same time, he had the opportunity to
become more familiar with what the editors of the
Yizkor Book have already accomplished, and with the
scope and format of the book. He expressed his satisfac-
tion and looked forward to publication in the near
future.
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Sam Solasz thanking the guests at Testimonial Dinner for the
honor given him and his wife.

The guest speaker was Haim Nirel, representing
General Uzi Narkiss, Director General of the Special
Projects Fund in Israel, who did not attend. Mr. Nirel,
Deputy Director General, emphasized the importance of
the Medical Center for the people of Kfar Tabor who
will greatly benefit from its diagnostic and treatment
facilities. In the recent past, the Northern Galilee, and
particularly Kfar Tabor, have assumed increasing
strategic importance in connection with the entire Mid-
dle East.

The appeal for the Medical Center in honor of Rose

From I. to r.: Sam Solasz, Diane Solasz and fiance, Dr. Matt Kudish, Mr. and Mrs. Hyman Cohen, Scott Solasz and fiancee, Nurit Peters, Mark Solasz

and friend. Seated are Mahel Cohen and daughter, Rose Solasz.

and Sam Solasz was conducted by Izaak Rybal, General
Secretary of the Bialystoker Center and Home for the
Aged. Approximately $85,000 was raised.

Rabbi Kronick delivered a comprehensive
retrospective of Mr. Solasz’s life, his many achievements
and devoted service, as well as Mrs. Solasz’s contribu-
tions.

After special honorary presentations to Mr. and
Mrs. Solasz by Max Ratner, President of the American
Israel Chamber of Commerce, Mr. and Mrs. Solasz
thanked the Bialystoker Center and the audience for the
great honor. Rabbi H. Joseph Simckes, spiritual leader
of the Hollis Hills Jewish Center, praised the guests of
honor. The blessing over the chalah was recited by Mr.
Michel Cohen, Mrs. Solasz’s father.

All who participated either in planning the event or
attending it will not soon forget how moving and truly
remarkable an occasion the Rose and Sam Solasz
Testimonial Dinner was. We look forward to the
Solaszes continuing their excellent leadership in our
Center and Home, their services to the State of Israel
and to the Jewish people.

Bialystoker Center to Sponsor Tour to Israel

Between June 14th to 28th, 1981, a group of ap-
proximately 50 members and friends of the Bialystoker
Center in New York will participate in a tour to Israel.
On Sunday, June 21st, the Rose and Sam Solasz
Medical Center in Kfar Tabor will be dedicated in the
presence of our delegation. In addition, several hundreds
of Bialystoker landsleit and friends in Israel will join in
the festivities.

The tour will coincide with the World Gathering of
Holocaust Survivors which will take place in Jerusalem
on June 15th-18th, 1981. Many of the participants in the
tour will have the opportunity to be reunited with family
and friends from countries all over the world.
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At an elegant Testimonial Dinner held at the
Sheraton Centre on Saturday night, November 8th,
1980, our President and First Lady, Sam and Rose
Solasz, were the honored guests. Over 300 people in-
cluding relatives, friends, business associates, officers
and directors of the Bialystoker Center and Home for
the Aged, turned out to pay tribute to Mr. and Mrs.
Solasz. The last issue of the Bualystoker Stimme contained
an extensive review of our President’s youth in Bialystok
and his miraculous survival from almost certain death
during the Holocaust. His generosity toward the
Bialystoker Center and Home as well as his profound
dedication to the humanitarian causes for which it
stands, are well known.

Rose Solasz’s energetic activism within our
organization, as well as for the State of Israel (together
with her husband) and within their synagogue, Hollis
Hills Jewish Center, cannot but inspire all of us.

For these reasons, our Board of Governors agreed to
join with the United Jewish Appeal in sponsoring a

ASZ GUESTS OF

BIALYSTOKER TESTIMONIAL DINNER IN SHERATON CENTRE
$85,000 RAISED FOR KFAR TABOR MEDICAL CENTER IN ISRAEL

s

HONOR

Medical Center for the inhabitants of Kfar Tabor,
Israel, an agricultural settlement in Northern Galilee
and the surrounding communities.

The Chairman and Master of Ceremonies for the
Testimonial Dinner was Rabbi Lowell S. Kronick,
Chaplain of the Bialystoker Center and Home. He was
introduced by our Honorary President and Dinner
Committee Chairman, Rubin Bindler. After a stirring
rendition of Hatikvah and the ““Star Spangled Banner”
by Cantor Harry Feinberg, Executive Director, Rabbi
Kronick welcomed the audience and introduced a
number of honored guests including Mayor Micha
Goldman of Kfar Tabor, Max Ratner, our Bialystoker
landsman and leading American Jewish philanthropist
from Cleveland, Icek Shmulewicz, Editor of the
forthcoming Bialystok Memorial Volume and a delegation
from the Hollis Hills Jewish Center.

General Izhak Bar-On, representative of the
Treasury of the Jewish Agency in the United States,
delivered congratulatory remarks to the guests of honor.

Max Ratner, after presenting UJA plaque to Sam and Rose Solasz, flanked by Izaak Rybal, General Secretary.
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Bialystok Memorial Volume Already in Process of Publication

The Bialystoker Center in New York is pleased to announce to all landsieit in America
and all over the world, that we have already submitted for publication the long awaited

BIALYSTOK MEMORIAL VOLUME

which, we hope, will appear shortly. Finally, after various difficulties previously insoluble,
our sacred task is being brought to fruition. Preparing and publishing the Bialystok
Memorial Volume is being carried out by a special committee, appointed by the Board of
Governors of the Bialystoker Center in New York. This large and comprehensive work will
contain approximately 700 pages in Yiddish and English, along with many fascinating
photographs. The monumental

BIALYSTOK MEMORIAL VOLUME

will include many articles, memoirs, and important documents concerning the founding,
development and growth of Jewish life in Bialystok, from the earliest times until the Nazi
Holocaust. A prominent place in the book will be devoted to the tragic times in which the
Jews in Bialystok and the surrounding provinces lived under the Nazi regime. The Jewish
armed resistance in the Bialystoker Ghetto against the Germans will also be thoroughly
described. Finally, the volume will contain articles about the attempts to rebuild the Jewish
community in Bialystok after the war as well as about the lives of leading Bialystoker
landsleit throughout the world.

Issuing the historic
BIALYSTOK MEMORIAL VOLUME

%
§
§
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%
§
involves large expenditures. We will meet these costs with the help of our landsleit. The
Bialystoker Center in New York, which assumes responsibility for publishing this impor-
tant book, will not be deterred by any difficulties. We look forward to the assistance and
support of our Bialystoker landsleit and friends everywhere. We appeal to everyone of you in
America and in other countries, whether Bialystoker organizations or individuals, to help
us now to achieve our vital goal. Let us perpetuate in an appropriate manner the wonderful
city which was Jewish Bialystok. Let us remember that the
<o~o§

BIALYSTOK MEMORIAL VOLUME

will serve as a lasting monument to our loved ones who perished at the hands of the Nazis,
a memorial to those of our martyrs whose graves are unmarked and unknown.

We request all landsleit and friends to send in your orders for the memorial volume at
once, with proper donations. Those who order in advance will receive a copy of the book as
soon as it is published. Your prompt support will also assist us in publishing the book as
soon as possible. Please fill out the coupon below at once and send it in together with your
orders and donations to:

BIALYSTOKER CENTER Book-Committee
228 East Broadway, New York, N.Y. 10002

To the Bialystok Memorial Volume Committee:

Please send me a copy of the Bialystok Memorial Volume, as soon as it is
published. I understand that publication of the book involves large expenditures
and therefore I am sending a donation of §
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