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GREETINGS

THE AMALGAMATED
BANK OF NEW YORK

11-15 Union Square West

New York, N. Y. 10003

COMPLIMENTS OF

DRY DOCK
SAVINGS BANK

465 Grand Street

New York City

MEMBER FDIC
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CITIBANK
SEWARD PARK BRANCH

411 GRAND STREET e NEW YORK, N.Y.

(Serving the Bialystoker Center & Home)

Extends best wishes to
Their officers, directors, members and residents
As well as to all our Jewish clients and friends
A healthy, happy New Year
And peace in Israel and the world

Shirley Charatan, Manager
and Staff
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DIAMOND SAVINGS PLANS
Nine savings plans for
your convenience, all with
different interest rates.
a ‘ e NO-FEE PERSONAL CHECKING
Use all the checks you need at

no cost, with alow minimum balance
in checking or savings accounts.

N.O.W. 5% CHECKING
Keeps your money earning interest

until the day your checks are paid.
a“ ISRAEL SCENIC CHECKS
Exclusive with us.
And they're Free.

CHAI BOND CERTIFICATES
The ideal Mazel Tov gift
that grows with the years.

FOREIGN CURRENCY

Israeli shekels and major foreign
currencies available at all branches.
No fees or commissions.

eRankJeumi

Trust Company of New York

Branches in Manhattan, Brooklyn, The Bronx,
Queens and Long Island

177 East Broadway ° 85 Delancey Street

|

MEMBER F.D.I.C.
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L°SHONOH TOVOH!

New Year Greetings

from the

; .
e

ABE GINSBURG

- HON. VICE-PRESIDENTS
MARTIN GINSBURG

of the

BIALYSTOKER CENTER, HOME
& INFIRMARY FOR THE AGED

Warﬁn ancl ./442 g)indéurg

and their families

May the New Year sound the clarion of

brotherkood and peace throughout the world.

LYY

e
"
o

-

Ve

West New York, New Jersey



34 BIALYSTOKER STIMME September, 1980

Mr. and Mors.
Sam Solasz

and Family

PRESIDENT

ROSE SOLASZ of the SAM SOLASZ

BIALYSTOKER CENTER, HOME
AND INFIRMARY FOR THE AGED

extend to their family, friends
and kinfolk everywhere

heartiest wishes
for

A HAPPY AND PROSPEROUS NEW YEAR

DIDTIWR 18 1IR D'2'0RS 1NN 18 1DWBIRN DRRIRN
V201N DR DT IDAR WRIWT 22D IR ,0M0TIRY
J1201 1T MU R 1R9

May the New Year bring happiness to All,

salvation to our people and peace on earth.

THE SOLASZ CHILDREN

DIANE BETH SCOTT DAVID MARK HOWARD

Join their parents in this timely seasonal greeting and message.
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Mr. and Mrs. Marvin Flagg
Mr. and Mrs. Herbert Siderman

and Families
Pay tribute to the Memories of their Beloved
Mother, Father, Grandmother and Grandfather

RAE & HARRY SIDERMAN

ROSE FINKELSTEIN
President, Bialystoker Ladies Auxiliary
Pays Tribute to the Memory of her Beloved Mother

YETTA FINKELSTEIN
Dear Uncle
DAVID ROSENBLOOM

and Dear Aunt

LIBBY ROSENBLOOM
Of Blessed Memory

IN BLESSED MEMORY OF
ISAAC and MINNIE EPSTEIN

Always in our minds and memory
ABRAHAM and VIOLA SAPERSTEIN

IN LOVING MEMORY OF
Our Brothers
SAM & BERNARD

We Wish All Our Friends
A Healthy, Happy and Prosperous New Year
MR. & MRS. SAUL SAIDE
and Family

IN MEMORY OF
Our Loving Mother and Grandmother
FRIEDA ROTHBERG

MR. & MRS. ISIDORE KIMMEL
and CHILDREN

IN MEMORY OF
My Beloved Husband
SAMUEL SOKOLOWITZ

ROSE SOKOLOWITZ
Miami Beach

IN BLESSED MEMORY
Of Dear Husband and Beloved Father
SOLOMON WEISS

by KATE, NAT and MORTON WEISS
Forever in our hearts!

In Loving Memory of our Parents
MORRIS & ANNA KAPLAN

Abraham & Pauline Kaplan Gerry & Harry Bachrach
Phil & Mathilde Kaplan Harry & Shirley Wachtel

Mrs. Edith Kravet

Lovingly remembers her late husband

ABE KRAVET

Member of the Bialystoker Home for many years

In Loving Memory of
Masha and Oscar Chabotsky
Beloved Parents, Grandparents and Great-Grandparents

Leah Chabot Forman
Rose and Al Siegel

Greetings from . ..
SYLVIA AND IRVING FOX
WEST ORANGE, N.J.
who wish all their friends and the Jewish people everywhere
a Happy New Year
We offer a Memorial Tribute to our Dear Parents
ABRAHAM AND BESSIE FUCHSMAN
ALEX AND FANNIE BUYER

HYMAN and SHIRLEY FEINSTEIN
and FAMILY
Children and Grandchildren of the late
MRS. PAULINE SIEGEL

extend best wishes to their relatives, friends and
Bialystoker kinfolk everywhere for
A VERY HAPPY and PROSPEROUS NEW YEAR!

MAX AND ELLA BRINKER
Children of the late
CLARA WAGNER
Wish all their relatives, friends, members of the Bialystoker

Ladies Auxiliary and all Bialystoker kinfolk
A Happy and Healthy New Year

Greetings from . . .

VALLEY FORGE FLAG CO.

1 ROCKEFELLER PLAZA
New York, N.Y. 10010
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MR. & MRS. M. ARTHUR TARLOWE
and Family
Wish their Mother
MRS. ELLY TARLOFSKY
and all friends
A HAPPY, HEALTHY & PEACEFUL NEW YEAR

MR. & MRS. ROBERT NELSON
and Family
Wish their Mother
MRS. ELLY TARLOFSKY
and all friends
A HAPPY, HEALTHY & PEACEFUL NEW YEAR

MR. & MRS. LOUIS SCHNEIER

Extend Best Wishes to Family and Friends fora
Happy, Healthy and Peaceful New Year

MR. AND MRS. RALPH BELL
and Family
President of the Zionist Organization of Chicago

wish thetr family, Bialystoker Landsleit and Friends
A Happy and Healthy New Year and Peace in Israel

MR. & MRS. EDWARD LIPTON

and Family
J.C. HAIR PRODUCTS
3 W. 18 Street, New York, N.Y. 10001
Wish their Relatives and Friends a Healthy and
Happy New Year with Peace for the Entire World.

MR. & MRS. MEYER ZAKHEIM
and Family

Wish their Relatives, Friends and Landsleit
a Healthy, Happy and Prosperous New Year.

MR. & MRS. MISCHA WARSCHAWSKI
Brooklyn, N.Y.

wish all their relatives and friends
A HAPPY NEW YEAR

MR. & MRS. BENJAMIN IZAKOWITZ
and Family
122 N. Edinburgh Avenue
Los Angeles, Calif. 90048

Wish all their relatives and friends
A Happy and Healthy New Year

MR. RUBIN BINDLER
and Family

Honorary President, Bialystoker Center
Home and Infirmary for the Aged

wish their friends, all Goniondzer-Trestiner and Bualystoker
kinfolk and the Jewish People everywhére
a Happy and Prosperous New Year

MR. & MRS. HAROLD TALIN
Controller

Extend New Year’s Greetings to their
Relatives, Friends, and Bialystoker Landsleit

DAYAN CLUB OF PELHAM PARKWAY
District 20
Extends New Year Greetings for Health, Prosperity and
Peace in Israel to all Officers and Members
EXECUTIVE BOARD, DAYAN CLUB
of PELHAM PARKWAY, District 20

Best New Year Wishes from the . . .
ROSKIES BROS.
HUNTINGDON WOOLEN MILLS, Ltd.
A Happy and Healthy New Year

771 Huntingdon Huntingdon, Que., Canada

New Year Greetings from . . .

MR. & MRS. JOSEPH SANDLER
along with Best Wishes to all their friends for
longevity, good health and good luck
May the Year 5741 be a timespan of freedom, peace,
brotherhood and happiness to all!

MR. & MRS. ABE GORDON
and Family
Miami Beach, Florida
Extend their sincere Best Wishes for a Healthy and Happy

New Year to their Relatives, Friends and
Bialystoker Landsleit

New Year Greetings from . . .
DR. & MRS. LOUIS LINN
55 EAST 86th STREET NEW YORK, N.Y. 10028
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JERRY MINK

Israel
Wishes his Family and Friends as well as Landsleit in the
U.S., Israel and Bialystok, Poland
New Year Greetings of Health and Joy

e by ohw

Best Wishes . . .

POZNANSKI'S BAKERY
Bread - Rolls - Cakes
We specialize in Birthday Cakes, Wedding Cakes
and Bar Mitzvah Cakes

155 DIVISION AVENUE BROOKLYN, N.Y.

MR. & MRS. RUBIN BLUM
Wish their Relatives, Friends,
and Bialystoker kinfolk everywhere
A Happy and Healthy New Year

IN LOVING MEMORY OF OUR DEAR PARENTS
CELIA COHEN

and

WILLIAM COHEN
Former Vice-President of the Bialystoker Center and Home
May They Rest In Peace
MR. & MRS. SAM SIEGEL
MR. & MRS. SIDNEY MELTZER
MRS. JOSEPH ENGEL

CAMP LAKOTA
on MASTEN LAKE

BOYS & GIRLS —5 TO 16 YEARS
“In Beautiful Mamakating Park”
WURTSBORO, NEW YORK

* Only 73 Miles from N. Y. C. * All Land - Water Sports
¢ Elevation 1855 Ft. * 5 Mile Spring Fed Lake

* 50th Camp Year * Excellent Kosher Cuisine

* Drama, Dancing, Music * Doctor, Reg. Nurses

¢ Crafts, Nature, Riding * Mature, Experienced Staff

Friday Night Services
Call or Write

MRS. LILLIAN SHABOTSKY

360 East 72nd Street New York, N. Y. 10021
Phone: 535-2876

COUNSELLOR DAVID J. GOLDBERG
Hon. Chairman, Board of Directors
ROSE GOLDBERG
Hon. Vice-President
Miami Beach, Florida
and Children
GARY and SANDY
extend best wishes to their family, relatives, friends, officers
and directors of the Bialystoker Center, Home and Infirmary
for the Aged, and to the Bialystoker Ladies Auxiliary
for a Happy New Year

MR. & MRS. EDWARD MEYER

Extend Best Wishes to Family and Friends for a
Happy, Healthy and Peaceful New Year

RABBI LOWELL S. KRONICK
Chaplain, Bialystoker Center,
Home and Infirmary for the Aged
Extends warmest greetings to the
Officers, Directors, Members, Staff
and our cherished Residents for the New Year, 5741

MRS. SALLY BERGER AND FAMILY
Staten Island, N.Y.
EXTEND NEW YEAR GREETINGS

to their family, friends,
the Bialystoker Center and Home
and all Israel

MR. & MRS. ABE NEWBORN
and Family
wish their Relatives, Friends and All [srael

A HAPPY NEW YEAR

MR. & MRS. EDWARD WINSTON
and Family

Children of the late IDA & LOUIS AIDAK

Extend their best wishes for a
Happy New Year to everyone

Greetings from . . .

HAROLD ABBEY
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DR. & MRS. JACOB SOKOL
DR. & MRS. IRA SOKOL MONOSSON
and Children
DR. REBECCA SOKOL & HUSBAND,

JEFF SMITH

Extend best wishes to all Bialystoker landsleit
And the Jewish People for a Happy New Year

BIALYSTOKER YOUNGS MEN'’S
BENEVOLENT ASSN.

New York, N.Y.

Extends New Year Greetings of Good Health and
Peace in Israel To All Its Members and Landsleit

BIALYSTOKER CENTER, HOME
AND INFIRNARY FOR THE AGED

WISHES ITS OFFICERS, DIRECTORS,
MEMBERS AND FRIENDS, AFFILIATED
ORGANIZATIONS, AND BIALYSTOKER
LANDSLEIT, AS WELL AS ITS ELDERLY
RESIDENTS AND JEWS THROUGHOUT
THE WORLD — A YEAR OF LIFE AND
PEACE, HEALTH AND HAPPINESS — IN
ISRAEL AND ALL OVER THE WORLD.

MAX & FANYA MISHKOFF
and family
Miami, Florida
Wish their relatives, friends and landsleit
Good Health, Prosperity and Peace in Israel

MRS. EDITH GERING
Miami Beach, Florida
Wishes her family and friends, and Jews all over the world a
Healthy, Happy and Peaceful New Year

MR. AND MRS. CHARLES FEIGENBLATT
and Family
Brooklyn, N.Y.
Extend their Best Wishes to all Landsleit, friends and Jews all
over the world for a Healthy, Happy New Year

DR. AND MRS. NACHMAN KACEN
(Kacenelenbogen), Cleveland, Ohio
and their children
Michael and Eva Kacen-Kaplan
West Hartford, Connecticut
With their family and friends in Israel, here and abroad, a
Happy, Healthy and Peaceful New Year

MRS. CLARA ASCH
and Family
Wish all their relatives and friends
A Happy New Year

IN MEMORY OF
ROSE SCHPOONT

by her husband
HIRSH SCHPOONT

MR. AND MRS. LEON KRIM
and FAMILY

wish their friends a Happy New Year

MRS. JENNIE PIANIN
Miami, Fla.

Wishes her family and
Bialystoker Landsleit
A Healthy, Happy New Year

New Year Greetings from . . .
Mr. & Mrs.
ISRAEL KALISH

New Year Greetings from . . .
PHILIP GOLDSTEIN
3446 Buford Highway N.E.

Atlanta, Ga. 30329
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MR. DAVID FINE
President, Bialystoker Young
Men'’s Benevolent Association
and FAMILY
Brooklyn, New York
Extend their best wishes
for the New Year to
relatives, friends and landsleit

DR.and MRS.
BENJAMIN GISSEN
and Family

Extend their Greetings fora
Happy and Prosperous New Year

New Year Greetings from. ..

SYLVIA ROSENBLUM

Mr. and Mrs.
ROBERT KAMBER
and FAMILY
Asbury Park, N.J.

Express their best wishes for a
Happy New Year to all

Mr. & Mrs.
STANLEY KAGAN
West Caldwell, N.J.

Wish All Their Friends
A Happy New Year

MRS. CLARA MARCUS

extends best wishes
for a Happy New Year

THE RESIDENTS OF THE

BIALYSTOKER HOME AND
INFIRMARY FOR THE AGED

Wish each other, as well as the
Officers, Directors, Members and
Friends of this facility a Healthy,

Mr. & Mrs.
JACOB A. LICHTENFIELD

extend to their relatives and friends and
all Bialystoker Landsleit best wishes for
a Happy and Prosperous New Year

CELIA KAYE — SADIE KLEIN
Children of the late
LENA MACKLER

extend greetings to their
Bialystoker
kinfolk and to all
Israel for a Happy New Year

New Year Greetings
Best Wishes and Blessings
from

NETTIE & ALFRED STERN
and FAMILY

Children of our late Treasurer

LOUIS & MARY DAVIS

Board Members of the Bialystoker
Center, Home and Infirmary for
the Aged
to their dear kin, the DAVISES,
SAPERSTEINS and the STERNS,
to all their friends and neighbors,
Bialystoker landsleit and Jews
everywhere for a Happy and
Prosperous New Year

JUDGE & MRS.
PHILIP NOVICK
Hon. Chairman, Board of Governors

Wish their Friends and Relatives
A Happy and Prosperous New Year

Mr. & Mrs.

JACK NOTKOFF
and FAMILY
Bronx, N.Y.
wish their family and friends
A Happy New Year

Best Wishes for a Happy New Year
from

DR. GDALI RUBIN

5000 15th Avenue
Brooklyn, N.Y.

MR. & MRS. DAVID SIEGEL
AND FAMILY

Milwaukee, Wisc.

extend to their friends, Bialystoker
Kinfolk in town and the world over
best wishes for a very Happy New Year

MRS. BEATRICE LICHT
and Family

wish everyone

Best Wishes to Friends and Relatives
for a good New Year from

FAY SUKENIK and SONS

Happy and Peaceful New Year

a Healthy, Happy New Year

MR. & MRS. JACK WOLF
NEW YORK
wish all their friends and associates
a Blessed New Year

New Year Greetings from . . .

RUBIN & SYLVIA WEISBROD
and FAMILY
Children of our late Directors

Abe & Yetta Schreiber

We extend to all our relatives, friends
and acquaintances best wishes for a
Healthy, Happy and Prosperous
New Year

New Year Greetings from

Mr. and Mrs. Norman
Bockow-Boékowski
and Twin Sons
Lester & Barry

Great Neck, N. Y.
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MRS. FANNIE TARLOFSKY
and Family

Remember

ELLY TARLOFSKY

(1888-1976)

Late President of the

BIALYSTOKER CENTER, HOME
AND INFIRMARY FOR THE AGED

We miss him deeply

THE TARLOFSKY FAMILIES

ETHEL and M. ARTHUR TARLOWEL
SYBIL TARLOWEL
FRANCES and ROBERT NELSON
THEIR CHILDREN and GRANDCHILDREN

MILDRED AND EARL

BRAND
and FAMILY

PORTLAND, MAINE

Remember With Love

g5

ROSE KASS

FORMER VICE-PRESIDENT
OF THE
BIALYSTOKER CENTER
AND HOME

ALWAYS IN OUR HEARTS
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RELIABLE HEALTH SYSTEMS, INC.

1416 AVENUE M
BROOKLYN, N.Y. 11230
(212) 376-2900
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g Computer Systems specialists for hospitals,
E nursing homes and health related facilities
%

%

(Provided and services new computer system for Bialystoker Home)

Healthy New Year

to the officers, directors, members,
residents and friends of

BIALYSTOKER CENTER, HOME AND INFIRMARY

N

;

Extends best wishes for a Happy and %
FOR THE AGED %
2

%
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BIALYSTOKER CENTER CONTINUES AS-
SISTING NEEDY LANDSLEIT IN BIALYSTOK
AND ISRAEL

For many years, the Bialystoker Center in New
York has followed its tradition of sending financial as-
sistance to Bialystoker landsleit in Bialystok and Israel.
As our readers know, eight Jews remain today in
Bialystok. They are elderly, infirm and in dire need of
help. Our devoted friend and supporter, Jerry Mink, has
spearheaded this humanitarian effort and has donated
significant sums through our Center in order to come to
the aid of these individuals. Through the Jerry Mink
Fund, we are able to lend a helping hand several times a
year to our brothers and sisters in Bialystok.

We send them selection certificates through the
Pekao Trading Corporation, with which they can obtain
the value of American dollars in Polish currency.

* * *

Likewise, a larger number of landsleit in Israel look
to us for financial aid. The Bialystoker Center warmly
responds to these people by sending them Bank Leumi
money orders which they can cash in any bank
throughout Israel.

Our organization prides itself on its dedication to

CLUB OF BIALYSTOKER FRIENDS IN MIAMI
BEACH TO HOLD SECOND ANNUAL YIZKOR
MEMORIAL SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 8, 1981

We are pleased to report that the Club of
Bialystoker Friends and Vicinity in Miami Beach,
founded last year, will hold its second Memorial
Meeting at the Dunes Motel, 170th Street and Collins
Avenue, Miami Beach, Florida, on Sunday, February
8th, 1981, 1:00 P.M.

This Yizkor Assembly will commemorate the 38th
year since the Bialystoker Ghetto’s liquidation.

Individual invitation letters with more information
will be sent to the Club’s members and friends several
weeks before the assembly.

The Club has had phenomenal success since its
founding a year ago. The Memorial Meeting last year
was well attended.

We call upon all Bialystoker landsleit in the Miami
Beach area to reserve the above date and time, and to at-
tend this important gathering.

perpetuating the charitable ideals of Jewish Bialystok by
affirming our commitment to the destitute and the un-
fortunate.

Wiener and hope that her family will
carry on her excellent work.

(Editor’s Note: Inadvertently we did not
publish this obituary in the April, 1980
issue of the Stimme. We apologize to the
Wiener Family for this belated obituary.)

ISRAEL MINES

The Bialystoker Center in New
York suffered a grevious loss with
the passing on Wednesday, March
19, 1980, of Israel Mines in Chicago
at the age of 86.

Born in Bialystok to Alter and
Chaya Mines, who owned a bakery
and a glassware factory there, Mr.
Mines voluntarily served for many
years as our Ambassador of Good-
will to Bialystoker [landsleit and
members in the Chicago area. He
was active in the Bialystoker Social
Club in Chicago and, together with
Rose Zukerman, in the Ladies Aux-
iliary there. These two organizations
financially helped the Bialystoker
Center and Home in New York for
many years.

He fulfilled an annual custom,
even in the last year of his life, of ap-
proaching his family and friends
before the High Holidays, soliciting
donations for the Bialystoker Home.
This concern for the needy was in-
culcated in him as a child growing
up in pre-war Bialystok.

He was extremely devoted to the

humanitarian cause of this institu-
tion and remained in frequent con-
tact with our Center through writing
letters.

On several occasions, he visited
the Home and was always warmly
received. The past year, he fell ill
and was in the hospital for many
months. He appeared to be recover-
ing slowly, but then succumbed to
advanced age and infirmity.

His is survived by his wife, Rose,
his children, Julius, Beatrice Feins-
tein and Ruth Mages, and by six
grandchildren and eight great-
grandchildren.

May the family be comforted on
their loss.

MARIA BERESOVSKI

On Tuesday, June 3, 1980 Maria
Beresovski passed away at the age of
85. Her father was the well known
Chanan Zylberblat, a successful tex-
tile manufacturer and communal
worker. He was the Chairman of the
“Public  Charity” (Tzedakah
Gedolah) Society, an organization
which distributed funds to the
needy. He also served as Chairman
of the Kehila Council and as
Honorary Chairman of the Old Age
Home in Bialystok. Her mother was
the Secretary of the Administrative
and Auditing Committee of the Linas
Hatzedek, which gave aid to poor,
sick people.

Mrs. Beresovski had attended a
music conservatory in Vienna under
great piano masters. She is survived
by her husband Oscar; her daughter
Esfira Brunet, her son Theodore,
their families and granddaughter.

The officers and directors of the
Bialystoker Center extend heartful
condolences to the bereaved family.

OSCAR BERESOVSKI

On Wednesday, July 9th, 1980,
Oscar Beresovski passed away at the
age of 94, after a long illness.

The deceased lost his wife, Maria,
only one month before his own
death. (See above obituary.)

Mr. Beresovski was a very success-
ful real estate entrepreneur and had
a long history of major
accomplishments in the business
world.

He is survived by his daughter,
Esfira Brunet, his son, Theodore
Beresovski, a son-in-law, a
daughter-in-law and a
granddaughter, and his niece,
Sophia Lipetz, who arranged his
and his wife’s funeral services
through our Center, which made
graves available on its grounds on
Beth David Cemetery.

The officers and directors of the
Bialystoker Center and Home
extend heartfelt condolences to the
bereaved family.
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SARA MANN

On Monday, April 21st, 1980,
Sara Mann passed away at the age
of 83.

The beloved wife of our esteemed
Honorary Trustee, Hyman Mann,
Mrs. Mann was totally devoted to
her husband and children
throughout her long life. She was
born and got married in Bialystok
and, from the time of their arrival in
New York, the Manns were actively
involved in the building of the
Bialystoker Home. Mrs. Mann
never failed to encourage and sup-
port her husband during his many

Sara Mann

years of dedication to the affairs of
this institution.

In addition to her husband
Hyman, she is survived by her son,
Harold and his wife, Carylon; her
daughter and son-in-law, Rae and
Sam Schleien and her daughter and
son-in-law, Mollie and Phil Laufer,
her grandchildren, Mark, Howard,
Rosemary and Robin Schleien,
Charron and Lorne Laufer, Karen
and Russel Mann, their families,
and great-grandchildren.

The family has chosen to
memorialize Mrs. Mann by erecting
a special plaque in our lobby near
the David Sohn Menorah. They
have also arranged that a memorial
plaque in our synagogue be affixed,
as well as Kaddish recitation.

The officers and directors of
Bialystoker Center and Home ex-
press heartfelt condolences to the
bereaved family.

In Memoriam

LAZAR SHABRY

On Thursday, May 29, 1980,
Lazar Shabry passed away at the
age of 76.

Born in Bialystok to the well-
known Shabrinsky family, Mr.
Shabry was reared in business, help-
ing his father in far flung textile in-
terests. As a young man, Mr. Shabry
went off to establish his own
enterprises, becoming very success-
ful. He left Bialystok right before
the beginning of the war, arriving in
New York and establishing the
Shabry Trading Corporation, a ma-
jor import-export firm even today.

Lazar Shabry

In the last several years of his life,
Mr. Shabry became more actively
interested in the Bialystoker Center
and Home, gracing it with
philanthropic  donations.  His
memory will be perpetuated by
various memorial plaques and
dedications within our Center.

Although he left no children, Mr.
Shabry was fortunate to have the
love and support of his nephew, Karl
and his long-time friend and con-
fidante, Felicia Dresner.

The Bialystoker Center will miss
Lazar Shabry and prays that his
memory will be bound up in the
bonds of eternal life.

ESTHER WIENER

On August 30, 1979, Esther
Wiener passed away at the age of 84.

Together with her late husband,
Sol, Mrs. Wiener was one of the
founding members and supporters of
the Bialystoker Home. Born in
Bialystok, she was imbued with an
indefatigable need to support active-
ly those requiring - assistance. She
was always at the forefront of plann-
ing and carrying out numerous fund
raising activities sponsored by the
Bialystoker Ladies Auxiliary. Before
the Home developed into the
modern geriatric facility it is today,

Esther Wiener

Mrs. Wiener led other women in
purchasing foodstuffs and other
materials, often before dawn, to en-
sure that our elderly residents would
have what to eat and would be
properly maintained.

Mrs. Wiener was a driving force
in the development and advance-
ment of this institution. It was
therefore our great privilege and a
source of satisfaction to be able to
take care of her as a resident of the
Home when, in the last months of
her life, she required this care.

Mrs. Wiener is survived by her
sons, Milton and Harold and their
spouses, by her daughter Rhoda
Birnbaum and her husband, by
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

The officers and directors of the
Bialystoker Center and Home deep-
ly mourn the passing of Esther
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OUR HOME AND ITS
ACTIVITIES FOR THE
RESIDENTS

SUMMERTIME — AND THE
LIVING IS EASY

Our residents do not go away on
vacation. Their life-style is always
the same. To break up the monotony
and to differentiate between the
seasons we try to offer them a
change in activities. We de-
emphasize “crafts” (work). We stop
movies and entertainment which
would keep them indoors and
concentrate on gardening, bird and
squirrel watching, outdoor games
such as miniature bowling, darts
and ball tossing.

The acquisition of a hand mike
which attaches to a record player
enables us to have the monthly
“Home Talent Shows” and
entertainments in the garden. We
invite only singers who accompany
themselves on the guitar or violin
and don’t need the piano. The
residents became so proficient in
balancing refreshments in their laps,
that we can have parties every week
without having constantly to drag
tables and chairs out. This is the
time for trips (theatre on April 28th,
ILGWU Concert at Lincoln Center
on June 11th, picnic at the Central
Park Zoo on June 17th).

The highlight of the season is still
the cook-out, which this summer,
(on June 19th) was better than ever,
and so was the Lower East Side
Festival on June 8th. Residents
manned their own booth, right in
front of the Home, and sold all the
crafts they made during the winter,
which gave a big boost to their
morale.

This is also the time for short
walks in the neighborhod: to the
library, to the supermarket, window
shopping on Grand Street. Buying
little things they want, by
themselves, gives people a sense of
independence and paying 25 cents
for what used to be a 5 cent bar of
candy, keeps them close to reality.
Of course, all these programs
require additional staff. We could
not do it without the help of our

devoted volunteers and the very
capable “work-study” students.

PARTING IS SUCH SWEET
SORROW

The older we get the longer it
takes us to get used to new people, to
accept and trust them. Once we do,
and they leave — we experience a
sense of loss, a feeling of having been
deserted. So it was with mixed
emotions that we prepared and gave
the following parties:

* * *

On May 1st — A little party for
Anne Koslin, the very efficient
volunteer whose good looks and
pleasant disposition brought a ray of
sunshine into the home.
Fortunately, Anne is only taking a
leave of absence and we all hope that
she will return soon.

* * *

On May 8th — Party for Steve Feif,
the very capable, patient and hard
working AJC-CETA writer who
managed to put out a second edition
of the Zeitung, the residents’ news-
paper, before he left. This party was
not too sad because Steve got
married in May, so residents had
cause for celebration.

* * *

On May 23rd — Residents bid a
tearful adieu to Miss Goldman,
R.N., who was beloved by both
patients and staff.

* * *

On May 25th — We parted from
Jean Speir, the “work-study” dance
therapist who motivated residents to
exercise and express their feelings in
movement. Jean is working in Paris
this summer and hopefully will
receive another grant and return to
us in September.

* * *

On Fune 18th — We had a party for
Ruth Groner who moved to
California. Ruth has been a faithful
volunteer for many years. She
helped with our program one day a
week but also took work home. It
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takes much longer to cut out and
baste an apron or a pot holder than
it takes a resident to sew it up. By
doing all this preparation, Ruth
released staff to work with patients.
She bought materials out of her own
pocket, canvassed her friends for
donations and spoiled both residents
and staff with little gifts at every
opportunity. She also played the
piano for the Purim productions and
kept the stock in order. The minute
she was not needed to work with
residents, Ruth would begin to
straighten the office. But her
greatest asset was her kindness. She
listened patiently, minimized
problems, accomplished her job
without antagonizing anyone. She
did not repeat gossip, did not
criticize anyone’s  performance,
never created tension or friction.
With Ruth’s departure we all lost a
devoted friend and a valuable co-
worker. We wish her well in her new
home and hope she will keep in
touch with us.
* * *

On Fuly 9th — We had a party in
the garden for Carol Frieman and
Michael Alpert, AJC-CETA
musicians, who have been coming to
the home weekly, since the inception
of the CETA artist’s program, two
and a half years ago. They are both
interested in collecting and
preserving music and songs of the
“shtetl”. So besides entertaining,
they encouraged audience
participation and taped songs that
our residents remembered in
Yiddish, Polish and Russian. When
the tapes were played back, people
were delighted to hear their own
voices. They were pleased that
young American professional
musicians wanted to learn the old
songs, and the fact that they
themselves contributed to research,
enhanced the residents’ self-esteem.
Besides being accomplished
musicians, Carol and Michael are
warm, sensitive human beings. They
are truly interested in people.
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THANKS TO REGINA FEIT
FOR HER VOLUNTEER WORK

For a number of years, Regina
Feit has been a familiar figure within
the Bialystoker Home family. Bles-
sed with tremendous energy and
enthusiasm, she motivates the resi-
dents and patients to sing, move and
dance with her. She truly loves these
people and is not afraid to show her
affection to which they respond so
readily.

Mrs. Feit has been a very faithful
volunteer in the Activities Depart-
ment. Although Wednesday is of-
ficially the day she is here — rain or
shine — she has never refused to
help out on other days when called
upon. It is this loyalty and wil-
lingness to be wuseful, that has
endeared Regina Feit to residents
and staff alike. When she walks in to
a patient’s room or one of the dining
rooms, the residents’ eyes light up
and they are immediately ready for
activities and fun.

Regina takes her duties quite
seriously, attends inservice training
sessions with other staff members,
reads books and articles on recrea-
tion with geriatric patients, watches
dance and music therapists in order
to learn their techniques, and fol-
lows up on their instructions.

Regina is an active member of the
Bialystoker Ladies Auxiliary and
has also helped out with our annual
bazaars. During the recent transit

Regina Feit

strike, Mrs. Feit offered sleeping ac-
comodations in her apartment to
various members of our nursing staff
in case they would not be able to go
home. Fortunately, this assistance
turned out to be unnecessary.

We at the Bialystoker Home feel
very happy in having such an ex-
traordinary woman as Regina Feit
devoting part of her time to our
Home and its residents. We look
forward to her continuing her
wonderful work for many years to
come.
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To Leon Fried, a leading member
of our Board of Directors, who
underwent surgery. May he have a
speedy and uneventful recovery.

BIALYSTOKER CENTER AND
HOME TO CONDUCT ANNUAL
THEATRE BENEFIT AT AVERY

FISHER HALL ON SUNDAY,
SEPTEMBER 28th

As has been its tradition for many
years, the Bialystoker Center, Home
and Infirmary for the Aged will hold
its Theatre Benefit on Sunday,
September 28, 1980, 2:00 P.M., at
Avery Fisher Hall of Lincoln Center.

The show, titled “To Life and to
Laughter”, will be produced by Ada
Einhorn of Encore Artists. The
following will be the guest
performers:

Henny Youngman, King of the
One-Liner and Fiddler.

Herman Malamood, a leading
opera star at the City Center and
well-known cantor, will delight the
audience with his superb renditions,
brought back for the second year in
a row by popular demand.

Claire Barry, of-- the
internationally acclaimed Barry
Sisters, known for her enchanting
music and glamour.

Sascha Tormas, brilliant and
dynamic violinist, truly a wizard
with the bow.

The Sal Sicari Orchestra will
accompany the stars.

Tickets to the show will still be
available in the lobby of Avery
Fisher Hall on the day of the
program at a special table manned
by our committee.

MAZEL TOV

On Sunday, June 2nd, 1980, our
Director, Ray Arker, married Mr.
Charles Feigenblatt in a ceremony
at the Hotel Pierre attended by a
small group of family and friends.

Mr. Feigenblatt is a well known
activist on behalf of Yeshivas, syn-
agogues and other Jewish institu-
tions. He is particularly devoted and
generous to the Flatbush Jewish
Center.

Mrs. Arker, a Bialystoker
landsfrau, was the widow of our
Director, Aron Arker, of blessed
memory.

Our officers and directors wish
the newlyweds many healthy and
happy years together.

MAZEL TOV

On. Sunday, April 6th, 1980,
Anna Hamburg was born to Dr.
Sam and Mrs. Susan Gail Ham-
burg. Her parents are the son and
daughter-in-law  of the Vice-
Chairman of the Board of Directors
and his wife, Yedidia and Luba
Hamburg.

Dr. Hamburg is a clinical
psychologist at the hospital in
Denville, New Jersey. Mrs. Susan
Hamburg is a professor of
anthropology at Rutgers University.

Our officers and directors extend
best wishes to the parents of the
newborn, as well as to our Vice-
Chairman and Mrs. Yedidia
Hamburg. May they have much

EVENTS 4 4

CONGRATULATIONS

On Saturday night, August 16th,
1980, Susan Gelchinsky was married
to Kenneth Prevost. The bride is the
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Samuel
Gelchinsky, Bialystoker landsleit and
long-time members of our
institution.

Mr. Gelchinsky was known in
Bialystok as a violinist who led a
band in playing at weddings.

We congratulate the newlyweds
and hope they will enjoy many
happy years together.

nachas from this new addition to their
family.
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ROSH HASHANAH AND YOM
KIPPUR SERVICES

Our beautiful synagogue will once
again be the scene of High Holiday
services to be held Wednesday night,
September 10th, Thursday and Fri-
day, September 11th and 12th, 1980
— Rosh Hashanah. Yom Kippur
services will commence Friday
night, September 19th and continue
Saturday, September 20th, in-
cluding Yizkor. Yizkor will also be
recited on Shemini Atzereth, Thurs-
day, October 2nd.

We invite our neighbors and
friends to participate with us at
these High Holiday services as well
as daily and on Sabbath. Worship-
ping with our elderly can only
enhance the dignity of these solemn
holy days.

CHANUKAH

We will celebrate Chanukah with
our traditional party and concert on
Sunday, December 7th. Following
custom, members and friends will
kindle menorahs in remembrance of
the miraculous survival of the Jews
despite Hellenistic persecution.

For further details, please consult
the invitations we will be mailing to
you.

ANNUAL BAZAAR

The Bialystoker Ladies Auxiliary
is sponsoring our Annual Bazaar,
opening on Saturday evening,
December 13th, 1980, continuing on
Sunday and Monday, December
14th and 15th. The Bazaar will
reopen Saturday night, December
20th and continue through Sunday,
December 21st.

We derive a major source of in-
come from the Annual Bazaar. Our
Ladies Auxiliary donates all funds
raised to the Home.

The success of the Bazaar de-
pends upon contributions of
merchandise. We appeal to everyone

J) R 1N

for whom it is possible to donate
items to our Bazaar. You may
deliver the merchandise yourself or
we will arrange to pick it up. Please
do not wait!

Once again the very capable
Harold Talin will be this year’s
Bazaar Chairman.

ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP
MEETING — PURIM PARTY

We wish to announce to all of our
members that the Annual
Membership Meeting will take place
on Sunday, March 15th, 1981 at the
Bialystoker Center and Home, 228
East Broadway, New York, N.Y. At
this meeting, the general
membership will have the oppor-
tunity to vote for a slate of Board of
Directors for 1981-82.

* * *

At the same time, our Purim
Party will take place. A lovely
program featuring talented artists
will be presented. Our audience will
enjoy, as in the past, music and sing-
ing, as well as traditional Purim
delicacies, such as hamentashen, and
other tasty dishes.

MEMBERSHIP DUES
REMINDER

At the end of 1980, our office will
send out statements for membership
dues for the coming year. We ask all
our members kindly to send in their
membership dues promptly.

38TH BIALYSTOKER YIZKOR
MEETING POSTPONED TO
MARCH, 1981

We have decided to postpone the
Bialystoker ~Annual Memorial
Meeting from February to March,
1981. The reason for this delay is
that many of our landsleit spend the
winter months in Florida and are
unable to attend the February

.‘EALENDAR OF COMING1
EVENTS .
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1. Sunday, September 28th, .
1980.

The Annual Theatre Party, .
celebrating the 49th
anniversary of our Center and .
Home at Avery Fisher Hall of .
Lincoln Center.

Saturday night, November 8th ’
1980. .
The Testimonial Dinner and
Dance in honor of Sam and ‘
Rose Solasz at the Sheraton
Centre, New York City, 8:00
P.M.

. Sunday, December 7th 1980.
The Annual Chanukah Party, .
Concert and refreshments. ‘
The grand opening of our
Annual Bazaar - in our
auditorium Saturday night,
December 13th to Monday,.
December 15th, 1980.
Reopening Saturday night,
December 20th and Sunday, .
December 21st. .
. Sunday, March 15th, 1981.
Annual Purim Party, Concert
and refreshments. Annual ‘
Membership Meeting.
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MAZEL TOV

On Thursday, May 15th, 1980, a
son, Sean David, was born to
Michael and Madeleine Posniak.
The infant is the grandchild of Fania
Posniak, a Bialystoker landsfrau, who
is currently our Director and the late
Sam Posniak who was a Director.

Our officers and directors join the
Posniak family in wishing them
much nachas on this new addition to
their family.

Yizkor meeting. We anticipate that
a March assembly will be better
attended. Further details will be sent
to members and friends by letter and
in the press.
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Joyce Rosen (1.) joined by husband, Bert Rosen (at right), represent their
cousins, David and Mollie Alpert, at dedication of new piano. They are
flanked by officers of Bialystoker Center at Board of Directors meetimg.

NEW PIANO DONATED BY DAVID AND MOLLIE
ALPERT DEDICATED AT SPECIAL MEETING OF
OUR BOARD OF DIRECTORS

On Tuesday, April 22, 1980, at a meeting of our
Board of Directors, the new piano generously donated
by Mr. and Mrs. David Alpert of Merritt Island,
Florida, was dedicated in the presence of the Alperts’
cousins, Joyce and Bert Rosen.

Mr. and Mrs. Rosen, owners of the ‘“Mr. Cubicle”
Company, which is installing cubicle curtains between
residents’ beds in our Hom ', having already replaced
window shades throughout our building, as well as the
Mechitza in our synagogue, were introduced to the
Board by our General Secretary Izaak Rybal. Both he
and the Vice Chairman of our Board of Directors,
Yedidia Hamburg, expressed the deep appreciation of
the Bialystoker Center and Home to the Alperts, who so
thoughtfully and generously responded to a small notice
in a previous issue of the Stimme, that we needed a new
piano.

A special plaque has been placed on the piano
indicating that Mr. and Mrs. Alpert donated it in
memory of Mr. Alpert’s parents and sister.

Once again the officers and directors of our
institution convey their profound gratitude to David and
Mollie Alpert on their great kindness to the residents of
our Home, in particular because the piano is a major
source of entertainment for them.

APPRECIATION TO GERTRUDE SCHIFF

Gertrude Schiff, nee Halpern, is a born Bialystoker
who, like many others, lost her entire family during the
Holocaust. She still is filled with memories of her loving
parents, brothers and sisters, and several years ago es-
tablished a memorial plaque for them in our synagogue.

Mrs. Schiff’s sense of belonging to the Bialystoker
landsmanschaft, an extension of her original family, is
strong. She regularly attends our Chanukah and Purim
parties, as well as other important functions throughout
the year.

Whenever she can assist our institution by recom-
mending to her friends that they make charitable dona-

NEW EKG MACHINE DONATED BY
MR. AND MRS. GERSON BANNER

Once again in reply to a request in the last issue of
the Stimme for donations to make our building and
medical services more modern, our friends have
responded generously.

Mr. and Mrs. Gerson Banner have kindly donated
a brand new electrocardiograph (EKG) machine. This
is a very important diagnostic tool in detecting heart dis-
ease. The EKG machine is already in use and is adding
greater protection to the health and well being of our
elderly residents.

The Banner family is related by marriage of
children to our Honorary President, Rubin Bindler.

Our officers and directors thank the Banners for
their munificent contribution. They may derive much
satisfaction from knowing that they have materially as-
sisted us in our humanitarian efforts.

o
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MR. AND MRS. HERMAN SCHWARZ DONATE
CLOCK IN OUR REDECORATED AUDITORIUM

We express our deep appreciation to Mr. and Mrs.
Herman Schwarz for donating a magnificent electric
clock which has been installed in our newly remodeled
auditorium.

The clock has a lovely pendulum and is flanked on
both sides by reflecting glass panels. It truly enhances
the aesthetic beauty of the auditorium.

As our readers know, Herman Schwarz is a
wonderful friend of the Bialystoker Center and Home.
He is well known for his active involvement as President,
as well as a leading Board member of Congregation
Ahavath Achim which has merged with the Flatbush
Jewish Center in Brooklyn. He is also a prominent sup-
porter of the State of Israel and the American Jewish
community.

EVA AROTSKY DONATES TWELVE BEDSIDE
CABINETS TO BIALYSTOKER HOME

In response to a notice in the last issue, our good
member and friend, Eva Arotsky of Brooklyn, donated
twelve bedside cabinets in memory of her parents,
Hyman and Frances Lipnick.

These cabinets will be installed in various residents’
and patients’ rooms with plaques affixed on each.

The officers and directors of the Bialystoker Center
and Home express their profound gratitude to Mrs.
Arotsky for her thoughtful response to our notice. It is
our hope that other readers of the Stimme will also
inquire as to how they can assist this facility in its
unceasing quest for excellence.

tions, she seizes the opportunity. Significant sums have
come to us thanks to Mrs. Schiff’s efforts.

Our officers and directors hope that she, together
with her husband, will enjoy many more healthy, happy
years together and that she will carry on her wonderful
activities on behalf of the Bialystoker Center and Home.



20 BIALYSTOKER STIMME

September, 1980

BIALYSTOKER
LADIES AUXILIARY

by Rose Finkelstein, President sssss

I am happy to bring to you a report of a very good
year with attendance and contributions from the
members of the Ladies Auxiliary. We have had an in-
crease in general membership and life membership.

As a result of the larger attendance, contributions
and increase in membership, we were able to make
generous donations throughout the year to the Home
totaling $5,000 in addition to $1,000 for the Izaak and
Molly Rybal Day Care Center in Kfar Tabor, Israel.
The greater portion of this $6,000 was income from our
yearly Bazaar held last December.

We had a wonderful turnout at our Closing
Meeting on June 16th. We had a delicious meal
prepared, as usual, under the guidance of Mrs. B.
Skorka, Director of Food Services, who is always
gracious. Many of our members brought guests, some of
whom became members. This is gratifying because peo-
ple who come to the Home for the first time are impres-
sed with what they see. We had the honor of greetings
from Mr. Rybal, General Secretary, Mr. Schachter, Ad-
ministrator and Rabbi Kronick, Chaplain, concerning
the role the Auxiliary plays in supporting the Home.

We have had a trend in the past year which pleases
me and I’m sure many of our members. Some of the hus-
bands, brothers, and friends of our ladies have become
members of the Ladies Auxiliary. If this continues we
might consider changing our name from Ladies Aux-
iliary to Ladies and Mens Auxiliary. Let me thank all
the men who have joined our ranks and hopefully will
continue to attend meetings.

As most of you know, we hold meetings every Mon-
day — rain or shine — except holidays. However, dur-
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ing the winter months, no meetings are held on stormy
or icy days. On such days it is advisable to call the Home
(475-7755) after 9 A.M. to find out whether a meeting
has been cancelled. At our meetings we first have lunch
and go on to business about 1 P.M.

We would appreciate any suggestions our members
would offer as to how we can make our meetings more
enjoyable, as well as any additional activities which
might be of interest to our members. Please give it some
serious thought during the summer.

Our Bazaar is a very important fund raising event.
This year the Bazaar will be held on December 13th,
14th, 15th, 20th and 21st. We would appreciate all
members trying to secure new merchandise for the
Bazaar. If you have any sources of contact please make
an effort to get merchandise. The office has authoriza-
tion letters for soliciting merchandise. Do not wait until
the last minute to try to get donations. It may be easier
to start as soon as possible before other organizations
contact these merchants. We have plenty of storage
space and packages may be left at the office marked
“Ladies Auxiliary for the Bazaar”. The more good
merchandise we can offer for sale the more income will
be made.

The opening meeting of the Ladies Auxiliary will be
Monday, October 6th in the auditorium. Like our Clos-
ing Meeting this will include a special luncheon served
at 1 o’clock. The doors will not be opened until 12:30.
Please note the time. As usual, you may bring guests and
a notice will be sent out to all our members before the
meeting.

If for some reason you do not receive this invitation,
please make a note of the date and time as shown above.
We hope to welcome everyone at this meeting. I also
hope that this coming season will be even more success-
ful than this past year.

I hope all of you had a happy and healthy summer.
I expect to see you back full of renewed energy and ready
to enjoy the coming season.

Let me wish you all a very healthy and a happy
New Year.

The off_icers of Bialystoker Ladies Auxiliary at Closing Meeting — Seated (I. to r.) are: Dinah Farber, Ruth Winston, President
Rose Finkelstein, Helen Sharron. Standing (1. to r.) are: Rose Ecker, Helen Frieberg, Betty Zablowitz, Hilda Sloyer, Bella Nosoff.
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MAXWELL DANE, DEVOTED MEMBER AND ¢
SUPPORTER OF BIALYSTOKER HOME,
AMONG THOSE HONORED AT UJA DINNER |

WJ'J'J'./&

|

N S S S

The advertising firm of Doyle Dane and Bernbach
was honored for its industry leadership at the
Advertising and Communications Division dinner dance
for UJA-Federation held on June 11th at the New York
Hilton Hotel.

In addition to establishing a new attendance record
of 450 guests, the occasion marked the first time that the
division has honored an advertising agency.

Dinner chairman John Elliott Jr., chairman of
Ogilvy & Mather International, commented on the
selection of DDB: “We honor the founders, Ned Doyle,
Maxwell Dane and William Bernbach, for having a
vision, and the tenacity to pursue it. Their commitment
has enriched both their clients and our industry. In
1949, these three men started an advertising agency that
changed the face of advertising . ...”

Mr. Dane is one of the early supporters of the
Bialystoker Home. His mother, the late Sophie Dane,

Shown at the Advertising and Communications Division dinner dance for
‘UJA-Federation are (from the left) Harold Levine, Maxwell Dane, Ned
Doyle, William Bernbach and John Elliott, Jr.

was one of our residents. Our dental clinic on the 7th
floor is dedicated to Abraham and Sophie Dane.

We are proud of Mr. Dane’s great prominence in
the American Jewish community and his particular
regard for our Home.

One of the highlights of the evening was an audio-
visual presentation of the agency’s best advertising over
the past three decades. Harold Levine, general chairman
of the division and chairman of Levine, Huntley,
Schmidt, Plapler and Beaver presided with Mr. Elliott,
and Jim Jensen of CBS News was the guest speaker.

-9

RELATIVES SOUGHT

A woman from Australia whose name is Hilda Ross
asked us to publish an inquiry about three of her cousins
by the name of Pesach, Gedalia and Avreml Lipshic.

Mrs. Ross’ maiden name was Breinski and she
went from Lapy, Poland to Australia in 1939. Her two
aunts, who came from Tyktyn, settled in New York. The
cousins, she says, are the sons of her younger aunt, Hana

BIALYSTOK MEMORIAL VOLUME IN
PROCESS OF PREPARATION

We are sure that our many Bialystoker landsleit —
in America and all over the world — will favorably greet
the news that finally, after much exertion and tireless ef-
fort, the monumental and long awaited Bialystok
Memorial Volume will be published in the foreseeable
future. Thanks to the devotion of our beloved landsleit,
the Bialystoker Center has found it possible to reach its
goal.

The Bialystok Memorial Volume, which will soon
be submitted to the printer, will consist of a large format
and a rich content, with several hundred pages in Yid-
dish and English. To be sure, we would like the suc-
ceeding generations, the descendants of Jews born in
Bialystok, to read and to be familiar with the great
heritage left by the Jewish community in Bialystok
before it was destroyed. Moreover, the suffering,
resistance and extermination within Bialystok should be
everlastingly recorded for posterity.

The book, whose preparation is being supervised by
a special Committee appointed by the Bialystoker
Center in New York, will include important documents,
articles, descriptions and memoirs accompanied by
photographs, as appropriate for such an important
work. The story of the establishment and development of
Jewish life in Bialystok, and in particular, the tragic
Nazi period will, of course, occupy a major portion of the
publication. The attempt by a few remaining
Bialystoker Jews to rebuild a Jewish community in
Bialystok after the war will also be described.

We at the Bialystoker Center hope that this book
will serve as a permanent monument for our holy mar-
tyrs who perished during the war, many of whose
memories were never perpetuated with conventional
graves and markers. This is why our landsleit and friends
will read this work with unusual interest.

Another fascinating portion of the book will deal
with the activities of surviving Bialystoker Jews in many
countries of the world. All of the Bialystoker organiza-
tions and groups, scattered in many lands, were asked to
send brief articles about their organizational activities.

Please send all correspondence concerning the
Bialystok Memorial Volume to:

Bialystoker Center Book Committee
228 East Broadway
New York, N.Y. 10002

—_— o
MAZEL TOV

On Saturday, March 1st, 1980, Laura Danielle
Babkes was born to Dr. Richard and Fern Babkes.

The grandfather of the infant is our Director, Israel
Babkes.

Dr. Richard Babkes is a Senior Neurology resident
at Mount Sinai Medical Center in New York City. He is
a nephew of our General Secretary, Izaak Rybal.

Our officers and directors wish the parents of this
child much nachas and joy from her.

$

Lipshic.
Please send all replies to Bialystoker Center, 228
East Broadway, New York, N.Y. 10002.
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THE LATEST DEVELOPMENTS IN
§ THE CASE OF BENJAMIN LACH

g:mby Rabbi Lowell S. Kronick, Chaplainmed.‘

Once again, for the fifth time, the Texas Board of
Pardons and Paroles has denied Benjamin Lach an early
release from prison. This, despite an overwhelming
accumulation of evidence reflecting Benjamin’s
remarkable rehabilitative achievements in the Texas
Department of Corrections at Huntsville. The official
reasons for this denial are that the crime of which he was
convicted was serious and he is assaultive.

The Board’s decision, announced June 7th, 1980,
was especially disappointing because of the
extraordinary step the Bialystoker Center took in
sending me to Texas to plead Mr. Lach’s case before the
parole officials. Our readers will recall that a delegation
from our Center consisting of Izaak Rybal, General
Secretary, Harry Feinberg, Executive Director, and
myself appeared before the Board in May, 1977. That
earlier effort ended in failure. We had every reason to
expect that four years later, a favorable decision would
be forthcoming.

After all, Benjamin Lach has spent twelve years in
custody. All during that time, his conduct record has
remained unblemished; no one can point to any violent
or assaultive behavior on his part despite the most
provocative prison circumstances. On the contrary, the
Lach record in prison is so remarkable in the breadth of
his personal accomplishments, that it is almost
unmatched in the history of the Texas penal system.
Why then, with this model prison record, should anyone
anticipate violent behavior on the outside? Surely an
aggressive person would have acted out his rage at some
point during this long incarceration.

When I appeared before two of the three Parole
Board members April 23rd, together with Benjamin’s
brother, Elliot, they were uninterested in a rehash of Mr.
Lach’s achievement record. It is as if the strides he has
made in twelve years were totally irrelevant in
considering his parole. Because of this attitude, I had to
resort to other arguments, rhetorically asking the
Chairman of the Board whether there was anything
more Benjamin could do to convince the authorities he
was worthy of being a free man. The Chairman candidly
replied no. No other human being, in fact, could do
more than Lach has done to make a favorable
impression. This really meant that Benjamin Lach’s
efforts in prison from year to year had, at best, only
marginal impact on the Parole Board’s deliberations.
Accomplishments in this case are simply not enough. It
would seem that the parole reviewers make their
decision on how they feel about the crime and whether,
subjectively, they believe that twelve years is enough
retribution for that crime.

I further stated to them that the concept of parole
review, if it is to mean anything, would have to focus on
Benjamin’s  evolving situation since the last review.
Otherwise, what are they reviewing? Perhaps they are
reviewing the reasons they used to justify their denial
last year so they could do the same this year. If this is so,

Rabbi Lowell S. Kronick

I suggested to them, what is the purpose of taking up -
this case year after year? The crime will always be
serious — after twelve years and after twenty years.
Those who seek revenge will never be satisfied,
regardless of how much time Benjamin Lach spends in
prison. Is the parole review just a meaningless exercise
with the result known from the beginning?

In order to direct the Board’s attention in finding a
workable solution to this problem, I proposed the
following parole plan for Benjamin Lach. He should be
released to the State of Massachusetts, into the custody
of his parents who live there. He must have regular
employment, offers of which he has already received. He
should be made to report to a parole officer numerous
times each week, reporting on his activities in detail and
any problems he may be experiencing. Finally, he
should be mandated to participate in an intensive
psychotherapy program. I argued that this set of severe
conditions should reduce any risks the Parole Board
might anticipate to a minimum. My listeners did not
present any objection to these suggestions. I made these
recommendations, of course, in order to minimize the
doubts these officials had as to the wisdom of freeing
Lach.

My overall impression of the meeting with the
Parole Board in Austin as well as of a conference on
April 24th with a local parole commissioner in
Huntsville was that they really had no substantive
reason to offer why Benjamin Lach should not be
released now, other than a vague fear that he might
assault someone on the outside. When I countered this
by pointing to his problem free conduct record within a
very difficult milieu, the discussion ended in an impasse.

On these speculative grounds, on the basis of pure
guesswork — about what Benjamin may do at a point in
the future — a young man is being forced to remain
behind bars. If Benjamin Lach’s good behavior
continues, he will be discharged from prison some time
in 1988 or 1989, without parole, after having completed
half of his sentence.

Sadly, the Bialystoker Center seems incapable by
itself of freeing Benjamin Lach. We have tried every
imaginable method, all to no avail. Nevertheless, we will
continue to do everything reasonable we can in his
behalf. But it is now up to other more powerful
individuals and organizations, to carry Benjamin’s
football and run with it to that goal line which has so far
eluded us.
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STATUE OF LIBERTY MUSEUM FEATURES
BIALYSTOK AS PART OF EXHIBIT ON
19TH CENTURY IMMIGRATION TO AMERICA

Our readers will be interested in the fact that an
exhibition, ‘“Places of Origin,” has opened at the Statue
of Liberty’s American Museum of Immigration, which
will run through September 1st, 1980.

The exhibit, through photographs, prints, etchings
and text, features six areas chosen as representative of
19th century migration. One of these areas is Bialystok.

According to Catherine Crum, the curator of the
exhibition and a member of the Institute for Research in
History, Bialystok was included because most Jews were
not allowed to own land. They had a very different kind
of life. The Jews of Bialystok were part of an industrial
society. The were involved in organizing labor and were
blamed for labor unrest. A pogrom in 1905 killed many
of them. Many others fled.

An exhibition like this one, Miss Crum added, can
serve several useful purposes to second, third or fourth
generation Americans whose ancestors left behind these
and other places.

“One of our purposes is to give people a sense of
what life was really like — sometimes to demythologize
it a bit,” Miss Crum said. The exhibition may also help
to clarify confusion in the minds of descendants over
political divisions and national boundaries that changed
over the years, making it hard for many Americans to
trace the families back over several European
generations.

SIMON KAPLAN

On Saturday, July 26th, 1980, Simon Kaplan pas-
sed away suddenly at the age of 61.

Born in Bialystok, Mr. Kaplan was a tool and die
maker by trade. He and his wife were members of the
Bialystoker Center for many years.

He is survived by his wife Ruth, son Howard,
daughter-in-law Margaret, granddaughter Sarah and
daughter Lynn.

May the family know of no further sorrow.

Polish to know what was happening.)

The conversation became more boisterous at the
restaurant. One of the men was quite intrigued with me,
because young Jews were such a scarce ‘““‘commodity” in
Poland, and he kept insisting that I learn as much Yid-
dish as possible. He was disturbed to think that Jewish
culture might die out in the rest of the world as it had in
Poland. (In Bialystok, out of a pre-war population of
60,000 Jews, only 10 remained!) His feeble attempt to
perpetuate a Jewish cultural tradition was to teach his
grandson Yiddish behind the back of his Gentile father.

The men were concerned about the state of Jews in
America and we assured them that it was a young,
vigorous and growing population. I had my father tell
them that most Jews were financially secure and that
younger Jews were religiously inclined and devoted to
the cultural traditions of their faith. I neglected to men-
tion the realities of the threat of assimilation and
religious apathy which affect so many American Jews.

Later that evening we exchanged emotional good-

byes, and I promised to send them copies of pictures I

had taken, which I subsequently did, along with letters
and money from my father.

COUSINS OF CONTROLLER HAROLD
TALIN RENEW CONTACT AFTER 25
YEARS OF SILENCE

(Editor’s Note: Mr. and Mrs. Harry Pinesick are cousins of our
Controller, Harold Talin, and his mother, Fannie Talinsky. The
last time they were in touch with one another was in the late
1950°s. Afterwards, they lost track of each other’s whereabouts.
As a result of an article about Mrs. Talinsky’s 90th birthday in
the last issue of the Stimme, the Pinesicks wrote a letter to Mr.
Talin after about 25 years of no communication. The following
are excerpts from the letter:)

I know you will be surprised to receive this letter
from me.

Some one recently gave me the April issue of the
Bialystoker Stimme — and I was excited when I read the
article about Mother — and also the article in which you
were mentioned and “pictured.”

I then made a search of the telephone directories in
Brooklyn, Manhattan, Bronx, Queens, Nassau and
Westchester to locate Mother — I could not find an
address for her or for you except the address of the
“Home.”

I was anxious to write Mother and to extend our
congratulations and best wishes to Mother on her 90th
birthday. So please pass them on to Mother.

Also we are anxious to know how you and your
family are.

We have not been in contact with each other for so
many years so undoubtedly many things have happened
— hope the “simchas” outnumber casualties — so if you
or Mother get a chance, please let us know how you are
all feeling — hope you are all in good health.

We left New York in 1943 when I entered the Naval
Service. At the end of the war, we moved to Washington,
D.C., then to Virginia. I was employed by the
Government as an attorney — then went into business
— wholesale electrical supplies. We then moved to
Miami, Florida in May of 1959 and have lived here since
that time. I never resumed the practice of law.

Sally and I are thankful we are in good health.

If any of you ever come down this way, please call
us — and in the meantime, please let us hear from you.

It is quite a coincidence that Mother’s birthday and
mine are the same day — January 15th.

Hope this finds you all in good health. Sally joins
me in sending best wishes to all of you and
congratulations to Mother.

I am enclosing a copy of the two articles I referred
to — sorry the photos did not come out.

Best Wishes
Harry
e e
JOSEPH AND NETTIE DOBRYMAN CELEBRATE
BIRTH OF NEW GRANDSON

On Thursday, July 31st, 1980, Samuel Isaac Ankin
was born to Dr. and Mrs. Michael Ankin.

Frieda Ankin, mother of the newborn, is the
daughter of our esteemed members, friends and
Bialystoker [landsleit, Nettie and Joseph Dobryman of
Skokie, Illinois. The Dobrymans are well known for
their generosity and kindheartedness.

Our officers and directors wish the parents and
grandparents of the child much nachas from him in the
future.
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RETURN TO BIALYSTOK S
+wreme—- by Norman Shulman armcem—er)

(Editor’s Note: The following excerpts are from an article in the
June, 1980 issue of Reconstructionist, about a father and son
tracing family roots in contemporary Bialystok):

In 1909, a boy named Myrim Schterb, soon to
become Mike Shulman, and his father, Faivel, made the
long and arduous journey from their home in Bialystok,
then in Russian-occupied Poland, by rail to Antwerp,
where they boarded the steamer Zeeland bound for a
hoped-for better life in New York City. Since money was
scarce, only a few of the eleven family members could
travel at one time. The father and son were among the
last ones to travel to America. At that time, and for
many years after, Myrim couldn’t imagine that one day
he would even return, let alone with Ais son, me.

During my father’s retirement years, he had oc-
casionally talked about “completing the circle” and
returning to his birthplace before he died.

In May 1975, my father and I, much to the family’s
surprise and dismay, made arrangements and we soon
found ourselves on a Polish Lot jetliner, bound for
Poland where he was born and lived for eleven years.

Bialystok is not a city that many Polish-American
tourists wish to visit, nor is the Polish government par-
ticularly interested in showing it off. Therefore, it is not
included in the regular tour of Southeastern Poland. We
were not permitted to travel there directly, but instead,
had to travel with a chartered group of 52 other
Americans who were either of Polish descent or who
were married to these people. However, we would be
permitted to travel for three days on our own to
Bialystok when we reached Lublin.

After reaching Lublin, my father and I left the tour
group and boarded a bus for Bialystok. We knew no
Polish but managed to get on the right bus and enjoy the
company of other travelers on the way, mostly by using
sign language.

The book of Jewish landmarks led us to the Jewish
cultural center, part library, part museum, which had
formerly served as a meeting place for Bialystok’s Jews
before there were too few to warrant its use for that pur-
pose. We somehow made it clear to the caretaker, who
also was non-Jewish, that we were Americans looking
for Jews to speak with. When he finally understood what
it was that we wanted, he became very excited, and he
took us downstairs, under the Center, to a small, dark,
shoemaker’s store. There we met our first Polish resident
Jew, Szloma Pachter. Mr. Pachter was totally taken off
guard, not ever before having been visited by American
Jews. He greeted us eagerly, and I watched with much
admiration and fascination as my father spoke to him in
his native Yiddish. I knew that my father spoke Yiddish,
but I had never heard him converse to this degree.

When Mr. Pachter heard about the purpose of our
trip, he left his work and volunteered to show us around
the city for the day. As we started walking, my father ex-
pressed his disappointment at how much Bialystok had
changed since his childhood. Sixty-five years would be
enough to change significantly a city untouched by war,

but Bialystok had been thoroughly devastated by the
German advance into, and retreat from, Russia.

The first thing my father recognized was that the
street he was born on and grew up on — Ulica Lipowa
— was still there and served as the main street of the
town. However, our search through the back alleys of
this street for his house, which he described in vivid
detail, proved to be futile. He also noticed a tall tower
with a clock at the top, which dominated his old section
of town. He said that there used to be a similar clock at
that very spot when he was young.

Mr. Pachter next led us to a memorial synagogue
(again, not in use), which had a plaque on it detailing
the burning alive of 3,000 Jews who were locked inside
it. The synagogue was not the one my father attended,
but it could have been. The sign, written in Polish and in
Yiddish, interestingly refers to the Nazis as Hitlerites, so
as not to confuse them with the East Germans, who are
part of the Eastern European Bloc. This bit of political
expedience was standard practice on war memorials all
over Poland.

Our final visit of the afternoon was to the Jewish
cemetery, where we searched in vain for tombstones in
hopes of finding a relative. In fact, outside of the stone
wall around the cemetery, which my father instantly
recognized as where he played as a child, there was little
indication of its being a cemetery. We were told that the
Nazis defiled the cemetery by digging up the gravestones
and using them as paving blocks for roadbuilding. Not
one remained.

Pachter said that later in the evening he would
come to our hotel and bring two other surviving Jews
with him. He appeared with two men who beamed their
approval at having the opportunity to meet two Jews all
the way from America. In the crowded hotel lobby,
which was filled with Polish soldiers (possibly because of
Bialystok’s proximity to the border), the four men
entered into a lively conversation in Yiddish, which
seemed to capture the attention of the room. After all,
when was the last time this language was spoken in
public by so many people? The men hardly blinked an
eye, but continued the discussion, with my father effec-
tively translating my complex questions like a seasoned
United Nations interpreter. In fact, he became so wrap-
ped up in thinking in Yiddish that he repeatedly kept
speaking to me without bothering to translate.

The men’s stories were scmewhat similar. They
had managed to survive the war by escaping into Russia
when the Nazis first occupied Poland. Once there, they
joined either the Russian or the Polish-army-in-exile
and fought for the duration of the war. The entire
families of each one, save for one daughter, were wiped
out. At the war’s close, Polish Jews were given the op-
portunity to emigrate to Israel or remain as Polish
citizens, thus dealing with the “Jewish problem” in
Poland. These men opted to stay, and then they were
not permitted to emigrate later because they were then
productive citizens (as Mr. Pachter still was). They were
now too old and too tired to fight for the right to
emigrate to Israel.

Later, my father took us all to a small restaurant for
coffee. On the way, a group of street kids began taunting
and making fun of the group of strange-looking and
strange-talking Jews. The group casually ignored the
barbs, seemingly inured to the verbal attacks of other
generations of anti-Semites. (I didn’t have to understand
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PAUL SCHOCHET, OUR TRUSTEE,
CELEBRATING 80th BIRTHDAY 2

Paul Schochet, a devoted friend and supporter of
the Bialystoker Center and Home for many years,
celebrated his 80th birthday on July 17, 1980.

A Bialystoker by birth, Mr. Schochet was one of the
pioneer activists of the State of Israel Bonds organization
in the United States. His absolute, fervent dedication to
Israel never fails to impress those who know and have
worked with him.

Mr. Schochet was also actively involved in the
Labor Zionist Alliance, familiarly known as Farband.
His life has been spent promoting the concept that the
Jewish working class could make a major contribution to

Paul Schochet

the establishment and the continuity of the State of
Israel.

The name of Paul Schochet has been intimately as-
sociated with our institution for decades. He has held
over the years numerous leadership positions at our
Horne, including Treasurer, one of our major elective of-
fices. Recently, Mr. Schochet was elevated to Trustee,
his voice a consistent call to reflection and moderation
during our Board meetings.

His wife, Dora, has stood by him during most of his
productive life. She was one of the leading personalities
in the Pioneer Women’s Organization. Although she has
been ill for several years, she remains a source of
strength and comfort to her husband.

The Bialystoker Center is proud to enjoy Mr.
Schochet’s continued espousal of our humanitarian
cause. Our officers and directors wish him a happy 80th
birthday, as well as many more healthy and happy years
together with his beloved Dora.

Become Members of the Bialystoker Center
and Home for The Aged

DAVID AND ROSE GOLDBERG OF
MIAMI BEACH CELEBRATE 45th
WEDDING ANNIVERSARY

In June, 1980, David and Rose Goldberg of Miami
Beach celebrated 45 years of a happy marriage.

As our readers know, Mr. and Mrs. Goldberg were
extremely active officers of the Bialystoker Center and
Home for many years prior to their moving to Florida.
Mr. Goldberg was the Chairman of our Board of Direc-
tors and Mrs. Goldberg was our Vice President. Their
association with the Bialystoker Home goes back to the
time that Rose’s parents, Philip and Mamie Rosenthal,
themselves occupied the highest leadership positions of
our Iinstitution.

David and Rose Goldberg

Mr. Goldberg, a successful attorney, is still activein
the practice of the law in his area. The Goldbergs main-
tain frequent contact with us in New York, not allowing
distance to slacken their profound commitment to our
humanitarian purposes, which they helped to advance
for such a long time.

Several of their friends made generous donations to
the Home in honor of their anniversary.

The officers and directors of the Bialystoker Center
and Home wish Dave and Rose Goldberg many more
healthy and happy years together.

NATHAN AND MILDRED STARR
CELEBRATE 55th WEDDING ANNIVERSARY

Mr. and Mrs. Nathan Starr are very devoted
members and supporters of the Bialystoker Center and
Home, who reside in Florida. Last year we had the
honor and privilege of a personal visit from them which
was reported in a previous issue of the Stimme.

In honor of the Starr’s anniversary, they recently
donated an Israel Bond to our Home. In fact, they
donate Israel Bonds to our institution as an annual
custom.

We have also learned that Mrs. Starr has been ill.
We wish her a refuah shleimah, a complete and speedy
recovery from illness.

May the Alm-ghty grant Nathan and Mildred Starr
many more healthy and happy years together.
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In a cheerful setting, enhanced by our newly
redecorated auditorium, as well as by a colorfully
decorated table and a large audience, the Closing
Meeting of our Board of Directors and Intallation of
Officers took place on Sunday, June 1st, 1980.

Harold Talin, Controller, was the Chairman for the
first part of the Installation. Following his opening
message and greetings, Mr. Talin introduced Cantor
Harry Feinberg, Executive Director, who sang
“Hatikva”> ana the ‘‘Star-Spangled Banner”,
accompanied by the audience.

President Sam Solasz greeted the audience,
reporting on the Bialystoker tour to Israel held in late
April and early May, 1980, as well as the dedication of
the Izaak and Molly Rybal Day Care Center in Kfar
Tabor.

A progress report on preparing the Bialystok
Memorial Volume was delivered by Icek Shmulewitz,
correspondent for the Jewish Daily Forward, who is in the
process of writing articles and collating materials for the
Yiddish section.

Mr. Yehoshua Schachter, Administrator,
welcomed the audience in the name of the Bialystoker
Home.

A more detailed report on the Bialystoker tour to
Israel was given by Sam Chuden, President of the newly
founded Club of Bialystoker Friends in Miami Beach.

Izaak Rybal, General Secretary, made the appeal to
which the audience responded generously. He thanked
Mrs. Bronia Skorka, Director of Food Services, for
preparing a beautiful dinner for the Installation. He also
thanked the officers and directors in his and his wife’s
name for sponsoring the Rybal Day Care Center in Kfar
Tabor.

At this point, Yedidia L. Hamburg, Vice-Chairman
of the Board of Directors, assumed the chairmanship of
the Installation. He spoke about the fact that Yom
Yerushalayim was being celebrated, which is the 13th
anniversary of the reunification of Jerusalem. Mr.
Hamburg also reminded the audience that the first

Bialystoker Ladies Auxiliary President Rose Finkelstein presents check of
$2,000 for the Home to General Secretary Izaak Rybal at Installation.

E
Philip Novick

(center) installs Rubin Bindler (r.) as Honorary President
and Sam Solasz (l.) as President.

Yahrzeit of our late Vice President, Jack Berger, would
be observed soon.

Honorary President Rubin Bindler installed the
following officers and Trustees for 1980-81: Abraham
Mintz, Vice President; Morris Molosofsky, Vice
Chairman, Board of Governors; Yedidia Hamburg, Vice
Chairman, Board of Directors; Rose Finkelstein,
Trustee; Sol Krim, Trustee; Dora Mintz, Trustee; Raya
Zak, Trustee. Also he installed the following in absentia:
M. Arthur Tarlowe, Vice President; Diana Medvedeyv,
Treasurer; Charles Schwecher, Chairman, Board of
Governors; Harold Morrow, Chairman Board of
Directors; Jacob Beren, Trustee; Jean Gellis, Trustee;
Mike Kremer, Trustee; Paul Schochet, Trustee.

The President of the Bialystoker Ladies Auxiliary,
Rose Finkelstein, installed the following executive
officers: Izaak Rybal, General Secretary; Harry
Feinberg, Executive Director; Yehoshua Schachter,
Administrator; Harold Talin, Controller. She also
installed in absentia Rabbi Lowell S. Kronick,
Chaplain, who was unable to attend the Installation
because he was officiating at a funeral.

Philip Novick, Honorary Chairman of the Board of
Governors, installed Sam Solasz as President, and
Rubin Bindler as Honorary President. Both Mr. Solasz
and Mr. Bindler responded with brief remarks to their
installation.

The highlight of this event was celebrating Mr.
Novick’s 90th birthday. He was joined by his wife,
Claire, his son-in-law and daughter, Dr. and Mrs. Felix
Siegman, Ethel and Irving Bloom, his niece and
nephew, and Robert Bloom, his grand-nephew. A
special birthday cake was wheeled into the auditorium
and everyone wished Mr. Novick a happy birthday.

After a sumptuous dinner enjoyed by all, the
audience left in a festive mood, having brought the 1979-
80 season to a close.
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RICHARD NEIDORF SON OF SAM AND h@
EDNA NEIDORF, A TOUGH DISTRICT

@ ATTORNEY IN LOS ANGELES

(Editor’s Note: We are excerpting an article in the October 4th,
1979 issue of the Los Angeles Times, by Nancy Graham,
Times staff wniter, discussing the law enforcement activities of
Deputy Dustrict Attorney Richard Neidorf. Mr. Neidorf is the
son of our devoted members and Bialystoker landsleit, Sam and
Edna Nedorf of Los Angeles. Sam Neidorf, Richard’s father, is
truly our Ambassador of Goodwill to the Bialystoker 1andsleit in
the Los Angeles area. He is always getting together with them,
showing them friendship and hospitality, and whenever
Bialystokers visit Los Angeles, the Neidorfs never fail to welcome
them with grace and with an open heart. The Neidorf family was
well known in Bialystok and Richard represents the third
generation in his family who has achieved prominence in his field
of endeavor.)

The Los Angeles district attorney’s office is zeroing
in on “career criminals” in a program financed by the
Law Enforcement Assistance Administration.

Richard Neidorf, a deputy district attorney, is the
Career Criminals Unit representative at Santa Monica
Superior Court.

Since the program’s start Jan. 1, Neidorf said he
has strengthened communication and cooperation
between that court and law enforcement, probation and
parole agencies within its jurisdiction.

Working with these agencies, Neidorf said he has
been able to identify “people who have been in trouble
with the law before and have been convicted of serious
crimes.”

But his role does not end there. After he takes a
case, he follows it through to sentencing and appeal.

Of the 17 cases he has handled this year, he said, he
has won 17 convictions.

Neidorf said that the special prosecution unit
focuses on robberies, rapes and murders. There are so
many of them in Los Angeles that “that is really all we
can handle,” he said. What is more, only murder cases
connected with robbery and rape qualify for handling.

The strength of the program, Neidorf said, is in the
ability of the deputy district attorney to handle all
aspects of a case.

“It is like the (district attorney’s) sexual assault
program,’ he said. “The same (deputy) district attorney
files the case, puts together the correct charges, facts and
evidence to support the charges. He also does the
preliminary hearing, the trial, sentencing and appeal —
everything.”

The experienced criminal, familiar with the
crimina! justice system, knows it is overloaded and that
there is a good chance he will slip through as he has
done in the past,” Neidorf said.

But defendants faced with the criminal unit realize
“they are not going to get lost in a mass of cases.”

“It is unfortunate that people slip through the
system all the time,”” Neidorf said. “That is what these
criminals are banking on, that they will slip through,
cop a plea (plead guilty to a lesser charge, thus saving
time for the prosecution and court), and are out in a year
or two.”

Deputy District Attorney Richard Neidorf

Ideally, he said, he tries to become involved in a
case before the arrest.

This might happen when police call in the middle of
the night and tell him they have a warrant and ask him
to accompany them for the arrest.

Neidorf recounted one such incident involving
jewelry store robberies on the West Side.

“I think the defendant was so taken by the fact that
the (deputy) district attorney was there and the realiza-
tion that everything would be done right, according to
the technical rules of procedure, he knew it was curtains.

“He confessed to over 50 robberies and he had been
out on parole only for about 2% to 3 months. He gave us
detailed information and we finally identified him with
over 30 robberies for sure. There were probably more.”

Neidorf has no compunction about stacking the
odds a little against the career criminal. What with
overcrowded courts, overburdened prosecuting at-
torneys and the rules which govern them ,he said that
the law actually casts the odds in favor of the criminal.

“These are vicious people,” he said, “not someone
you could have compassion for. They are banking on be-
ing lost in the mass of cases we are being deluged with.”

The cooperation between law enforcement agencies
and the district attorney’s office has been an important
factor in getting convictions and imposing what Neidorf
says are adequate sentences.

As head of the one-man Santa Monica program,
Neidorf is supposed to have about 10 cases at one time.
Actually, it runs closer to 14 or 15, he said. But before he
was given his new job his case-load was generally
between 30 and 35.

“Now I have time to do what I am supposed to do
and the police know I have time to gather evidence in a
manner which applies to the technical rules of criminal
procedure,” he said.

Neidorf compares the approach of the Career
Criminal Unit with that of a good businessman.

“If you are in business and have 100 customers,” he
said, “and you get most of your business from four or
five, you pay more attention to that minority. That is
good business. You will be rewarded in the future.

“Mine is the opposite. I think the appropriate peo-
ple are being singled out and given the proper
treatment.”
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to capitulate to hopelessness, and a sense of mission to
perpetuate his loved ones’ memories by outliving their
murderers. His symbiotic relationship with Niko and
Ben undoubtedly helps the three to walk out of the con-
centration camps. A singular bond of total altruism and
hope springing eternal from their youthful breasts ties
them together into a resilient whole.

How jubiliant we are when the author describes his
liberation by a black American soldier leaping from a
tank. What a magnificent triumph over the macabre. It
is as though this adolescent’s bathing for more thau
three years in a whirlpool of blood is redeemed by that
indelible scenario of resurrection and hope.

One of the outstanding features of this book is how
candidly Pisar, freshly freed, describes his abandon as
he galavants through the immediate postwar years. Who
will fail to understand this temporary moral lapse? Rob-
bed of his youth, his spirit asphyxiating under the
jackboot of the SS, he now regales in his new licen-
tiousness. No wonder that at this point in his life, the
young survivor of Auschwitz struggles to discern right
from wrong.

With the aid of his remaining family, Samuel
travels the long and difficult road back to socialization.
Not only does he learn limits, but he is treated to a bold
new world of language and literature, arts and sciences,
law and mathematics. At first deemed incorrigible, Pisar
gradually demonstrates that he can vanquish his unfet-
tered rage and excel in his new pursuits.

Waylaid by a bout with tuberculosis, he none-
theless passes the requirements of his pre-college tutors,
the exacting courses at the University of Melbourne and
the rigors of completing a doctoral dissertation at Har-
vard. While he has many opportunities to settle into run-
of-the-mill positions as an Australian lawyer or an
academician, the restlessness tormenting him, born of
an obsession to justify his continuing existence when
others perished, drives him toward unusual interests and
stations in life. His concern to make a contribution on a
scale writ large involves him in service at the United Na-
tions, then as an advisor to President Kennedy, the
United States Congress, and finally as the preeminent
expert on commercial detente between East and West.

Although the author feels he has no choice but to
make sense out of his survival, he experiences intermit-
tent episodes of self-consciousness as he outgrows his
origins. How did this good Jewish boy from Bialystok,
this sunken-eyed remnant of Birkenau, evolve into a
world-celebrated advisor of presidents and prime
ministers, effortlessly moving around in the circles of the
Elysee Palace, the White House and Capitol Hill, the
Kremlin, and the Bundestag, and with the likes of Golda
Meir and Moshe Dayan? Indeed his friend Ben, who
goes on to become a prosperous businessman in
Australia, chides Mula from time to time on his
adopting the Oxford dialect and the airs of nobility, jet-
tisoning his Yiddish origins.

In the second half of the book, Pisar explicates his
well known theories, formulated in previous books and
articles, concerning the overweening necessity to es-
tablish an intricate network of commercial relations
between the superpowers in order to promote peaceful
co-existence.

Pisar views as absurd the massive buildup in arms,
envisioning a thermonuclear exchange as a grim global
extension of the Holocaust that he endured in Eastern

SAMUEL
PISAR

OF BLOOD AND HOPE, By Samuel Pisar. 311 pages, Little, Brown and
Company, $12.95.

Europe. It is to avoid a second catastrophe of greater
magnitude that he has written this book. He fears that
the past may indeed become prologue to the future, un-
less succeeding generations learn their lesson.

Pisar concedes that his views may be construed by
others as utopian. Ironically, at the same time this book
is being published, the current deterioration of relations
between the U.S. and the U.S.S.R., stemming from the
invasion of Afghanistan, would appear to cast a pall on
the utility and relevance of the detente approach.

True to the people of his roots, Pisar is a prophet,
crying in the wilderness, but nevertheless setting a goal
for the future. While his recipe for preventing Holocaust
IT may ultimately be ignored, his compelling message,
springing forth from the pages of his memoirs, cannot
fail to sensitize us to the awful possibilities that lie
ahead.

Of Blood and Hope is a living testament to the uncan-
ny capacity of a man to transcend tragedy, to confront
the future fearlessly and to share with the rest of us the
hard realities we would rather avoid. It is must reading
not only for Jews and for statesmen, but for every intel-
ligent individual wishing to look over the shoulder of
another who has lost and won much.

[V

Become Members of the Bialystoker Center
and Home for The Aged
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Reading Samuel Pisar’s newly published memoirs,
Of Blood and Hope, has the impact on the psyche of an ex-
ploding grenade, leaving in its wake jagged pieces of
shrapnel. His graphic recollections of close calls with
death — his craftiness winning him eleventh-hour
reprieves — careens into our jaded sensibilities
regarding the Nazi Holocaust — anesthetized by the
passage of more than three decades.

Pisar refuses to spare us. Rather than gently
awakening us from our apathetic sleep, he jolts his
readers into a fresh awareness of how really horrific the
Nazi juggernaut was. Like a merciless counterpart of the
Pied Piper of Hamlin, he lures us into the cattle cars,
forcing us to breathe — either for the first time or once
again as the case may be — the foul stench of human be-
ings herded together, inexorably hurtling toward even-
tual extermination in the satanic concentration camps.

Let no one err in assuming this volume was the
product of Pisar’s intractable melancholia about his and
the Jewish people’s past. Nothing can be further from
the truth. The book must stand as a serenade to one
man’s personal hope and triumph and, more broadly,
the singular talent of our people to overcome adversity.
Between the lines depicting the grisly and the un-
fathomable, appears Pisar’s alter ego — confident, head
held high, invincible.

We follow young ‘““Mula,” as Pisar was known as a
boy, into the gates of Maidanek, Blizhin and into that
twentieth century Dante’s Inferno, Auschwitz. All that
we civilized people hold dear concerning human dignity
is meticulously eroded layer by layer, in these un-
precedented pits of devastation. The line of demarcation
between life and death, sacred and profane, purity and
filth, love and hate, oscillates, finally blurring altogether
as the well-oiled death machine of the Final Solution
works its bestial ways with ever increasing efficiency.

For us as well as for Pisar, the joyous
remembrances of life in Bialystok carry the comfort of
nostalgia. We can appreciate his specific context in a
generic sense. A vibrant Jewish community, a home
populated by a prideful father, an inspirational mother
and a lovable little sister, a school featuring pupils
caught in a cross-fire of conflicting national, political
and economic ideologies — all come alive as we are in-
vited to observe the author’s formative environment.
One yearns for this status quo to continue. Let father,
mother and sister grow old. Let Mula Pisar graduate his
Bialystok school and go on from there. Let its bustling
Jewish community pass through the decade of the forties
with hopes for a long future.

Yet as we are painfully aware, the Aryan master
plan will have none of it. Barbed wire and brick disturb
the tranquility, uprooting the citizenry from its land and
catapulting the unfortunate into the Bialystok Ghetto.
Everything valued vanishes: no more neighbors, friends
or school chums. Farewell is the word of the day. Most
heartrending of all is Pisar’s forced separation from his
mother and sister; a finger beckoning him rightward to

B REVIEW OF SAMUEL PISAR’S NEW BOOK
“OF BLOOD AND HOPE”

= by Rabbi Lowell S. Kronick, Chaplaina

Samuel Pisar

live and them leftward to die. His father was evidently
shot beforehand in a lineup of human sacrifices, his re-
mains ostensibly interred in a nameless field in
Bialystok, no marker attesting to the site of his repose.

The cattle car special to the terminus of liquidation,
the bone crunching workload in Blizhin, the reunion
with his schoolmate Ben and his acquaintanceship with
the stalwart Dutch Jew, Niko, are vividly conveyed to
the reader almost like an instant replay of a home run.

Pisar sprinkles the autobiographical narrative with
illustrations of heroism by individuals in the Bialystok
Ghetto and in the camps. Within the larger mosaic of
the victims’ powerlessness, are towering examples of
personal bravery unexpected in this tortured ambience.
We are treated to a glimpse of how the human mind can
block out assaults upon it of brutality happening
everywhere, and concentrate exclusively upon enduring
it all.

The odds against Pisar’s survival in the midst of
daily torture, deprivation, starvation, shootings, hang-
ings and gassings, would appear to be hopeless. Indeed
the author himself is mystified that he is around today to
tell the tale, attributing his surprising longevity to a
combination of cunning and old-fashioned good luck.

Actually, a great deal more about Pisar’s per-
sonality explains his escape from annihilation. We sense
in his mind set an indomitable will to survive, a refusal
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Bus used by Tour during visit to Israel.

dicating he would be most happy to see our institution.

General Uzi Narkiss invited our entire group to his
home in Jerusalem. There we met his wife and their two
children. Their home is filled with rare antiques,
archeological finds, and other interesting artifacts.
General Narkiss explained the significance of each item
in a very interesting way. The tour group left, telling
General Narkiss they hoped to see him in New York in
the future.

During the last three days of the trip, the tourists
returned to Tel Aviv. They invited their relatives and
friends living in Israel to a Friday night meal at the
Plaza Hotel, where the group was staying. About 80
people participated in what was truly a festive occasion.

Saturday night, May 10th, the eve of the group’s
return to the United States, the Irgun Yotzei Bialystok
held a reception for the New York delegation at the
David Sohn Auditorium in Tel Aviv. Several hundred
persons attended. The Chairman of this assembly was
Zalman Yerushalmy, one of the leading personalities of
the Bialystoker landsmanschaft in Israel.

This third Bialystoker tour to Israel will long be
remembered as an enjoyable, meaningful and uplifting
experience. Relationships were renewed between
Bialystoker landsleit from America and Israel. The
tremendous growth and development of the State of
Israel in the intervening years filled the tourists with
great pride, and upon their return to the United States,
they were inspired by the major strides our Jewish
homeland has made.

KFAR TABOR SCENE OF DISCUSSIONS
BETWEEN ARAB AND JEWISH MAYORS

(Editor’s Note: The following notice appeared in a recent issue of
the Jewish Week. 1t points out the strategic importance of Kfar
Tabor in the Northern Galilee region of Israel in relation to the
current Middle East negotiations. Our recders are aware that
Kfar Tabor s the location of the Izaak and Molly Rybal Day
Care Center and will headquarter the Sam and Rose Solasz
Medical Center.)

KFAR TABOR, Galilee — Arab and Jewish
mayors met Monday in the Galilee village of Kfar
Tabor, in an effort to improve relations between the two
communities in the north.

Despite the efforts of the Jewish organizer, Kfar
Tabor Mayor Micha Goldman, to restrict the discussion
to municipal matters, the deliberations took place in a

LETTER
TO THE EDITOR

¥

N
4
To The Editors:

Let me express my appreciation and thanks to Mr.
Rybal for the very fine and elaborate ceremonial he
arranged and executed for me and members of my
family June 1st last, on the occasion of my 90th
birthday.

It was a delight to me to meet up and join with a
number of my old friends at the Home, with whom I
have worked for years and now haven’t seen in several
years.

I was deeply touched by the love and affection they
all displayed for me, my dear wife and the other
members of my family who were present, and it made
me feel amply repaid for such services I had rendered to
the Home.

But again, I must say, that it was all due to Mr.
Rybal’s efforts that I was given the opportunity to meet
and dine with all my old friends and enjoy a delightful
day.

Mrs. Novick and I send our best wishes to you, and
pray that you will continue the fine work you are doing
for the Home, for many more years to come.

Sincerely and Respectfully,
Philip Novick

SEYMOUR RAKOWSKY, OUR
DIRECTOR, ELECTED PRESIDENT OF
B’NAI B’RITH LODGE

Seymour Rakowsky was elected and then installed
as President of the Bernard Mogilefsky Lodge of B’nai
B’rith on April 20th, 1980.

Mr. Rakowsky was recently installed as a new
member of our Board of Directors. We anticipate he will
become a leading figure in the Bialystoker Center.

State Senator Abraham Bernstein of the Bronx,
who is also a member of the Lodge, installed Mr.
Rakowsky as President.

Mr. Rakowsky, brother of our Trustee Raya Zak,
has been active in B’nai B’rith for over ten years, serving
on various committees, and for the past two years was
the Lodge’s Vice President.

Mr. Rakowsky will be serving a two-year term,
working hard to perpetuate the ideals of B’nai B’rith,
which are to help Jews and Jewish causes all over the
world and Israel.

The officers and directors of the Bialystoker Center
and Home extend best wishes and congratulations to
Seymour Rakowsky. May he serve his Lodge well for the
benefit of the State of Israel and its people.

tense atmosphere — with both parties exchanging
heated allegations.

Communist Knesseter and Mayor of Nazareth
Tawfik Zayya declared that the Arabs of Galilee have
never questioned that the Galilee was not a part of
Israel. However, he said when one talks of the develop-
ment of the Galilee one actually means Judification of
the Galilee and “pushing the Arabs out.”
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Bialystoker Tour Group inspecting children’s play room.

making the Day Care Center a reality.

Among others who spoke were our President, Sam
Solasz, Zalman Yerushalmy and Zvi Klementynowski,
the leaders of the Bialystoker landsleit in Israel; Sam
Chuden, President of the Club of Bialystoker Friends in
Miami Beach and others.

In response, Mr. and Mrs. Rybal thanked everyone
for the great honor bestowed upon them. Mr. Rybal ad-
ded that the Day Care Center was not just an honor for
him and his wife, but also for the many wonderful
humanitarian activities of the Bialystoker Center in New
York. He viewed the strong bond between our institu-
tion and the State of Israel as a most positive develop-
ment in the saga of Bialystoker landsleit sharing their
resources with the Jewish homeland. He concluded by
announcing that our New York Center would soon spon-
sor a second project — a medical center in honor of Sam
and Rose Solasz. In this way, the Bialystoker organiza-
tion was demontrating its concern in fortifying the
northern area of Israel in the delicate geopolitical effort
to reach a lasting peace in the Middle East.

The proceedings were concluded with a lavish
luncheon, messages from prominent speakers, presenta-
tions to Mr. Rybal and Mr. Solasz, and a donation by
the Bialystoker Center to Kfar Tabor.

Izaak and Molly Rybal, Rose Solasz, General Uzi Narkiss and Sam Solasz
in front of special plaque at entrance to Day Care Center.

Luncheon in community hall of Day Care Center.

Aside from the festivities at Kfar Tabor, the tour
group of 35 people from New York had other memorable
experiences as well. The Max Rosenthal Travel Bureau,
through which the Bialystoker Center has arranged all
of its tours to Israel and other travel, performed in a
most satisfactory way.

As soon as our El Al plane landed at Ben Gurion
Airport, a group of Bialystoker landsleit from Israel met
our party. Among the places and people we visited were
areas where Russian Jewish immigrants had recently
settled. We had the privilege of meeting a number of
high ranking officials of the Israeli government as well as
other interesting personalities.

Israeli Foreign Minister Yitzchak Shamir received
us warmly in his office at the Foreign Ministry in
Jerusalem. Mr. Shamir was born in the Bialystok region
in Poland, a fact of which he is most proud. He
graduated the Hebrew Gymnasium in Bialystok. During
an hour-long friendly conversation including many
reminiscences about life in Bialystok, the Foreign
Minister also answered a number of questions posed to
him by members of our group about Israeli foreign
policy. Our General Secretary, Izaak Rybal, invited Mr.
Shamir to visit the Bialystoker Center the next time he is
in New York. Mr. Shamir accepted this invitation, in-

Bialystoker Tour Group received at home of Gen. Uzi Narkiss and family.
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It was an unforgettable experience for several
hundred Bialystoker /landsleit and friends who par-
ticipated in the impressive dedication ceremony of the
first Bialystoker sponsored Day Care Center in Kfar
Tabor, Israel named for Izaak and Molly Rybal.

By honoring and recognizing the achievements of
our General Secretary and his wife, the Bialystoker
Center in New York, in sponsoring this facility, added
yet another major chapter in its long history of helping
those in need. Furthermore, our organization made a
material contribution to the enhancement of the State of
Israel and its people by supporting this important ser-
vice center at Kfar Tabor, a developing community of
potentially great importance in the north of Israel.

On Monday, May 5th, a few hundred people — in
buses and cars — descended on Kfar Tabor. Among
them was our tour group from New York consisting of 35
people. Represented were Bialystoker /landsleit from
Israel, distinguished Israeli personalities, residents of
Kfar Tabor and vicinity, as well as the municipal leaders
of the town. Kfar Tabor, in existence about 80 years,
already boasts of a school for children, a synagogue, a
bank, a cultural center and theatre, and other facilities.
The Rybal Day Care Center is currently fulfilling a vital
need of serving pre-school children while their parents
are at work.

The Mayor of Kfar Tabor, Micha Goldman, ar-
ranged the dedication event which began early on the
morning of May 5th. The delegation from New York
was warmly received by the Mayor and his party,
treated to a sumptuous breakfast, and a tour of the town.

At about noontime, the 35 tourists from America
emerged from the community center to the outside
where the several hundred guests were seated. A large
group of children attending the Day Care Center then
greeted our tour group by waving their blue and white

e P N N P N W WP N e T T N N
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Israeli flags. They sang Hebrew songs and were
delighted to show their appreciation to the sponsors of
their pre-school center.

Rose Solasz, wife of our President, Sam Solasz, and
Rubin Bindler, Honorary President, cut a ceremonial
ribbon, officially opening the Day Care Center.
Afterwards, President Solasz and Molly Rybal unveiled
a bronze plaque affixed above the main entrance door to
the Day Care Center, stating that it was dedicated in
honor of Izaak and Molly Rybal, under the sponsorship
of the Bialystoker Center in New York.

Then everyone was given a tour of the facility’s in-
terior. All the rooms and departments were viewed, leav-
ing everyone with a feeling of satisfaction. The Day Care
Center has its own kitchen, dining room, an outdoor
swimming pool, and a special area for infants who are
placed in cribs for their daytime nap. The Center is staf-
fed by a number of experienced personnel, teachers and
other employees. The local administration of Kfar
Tabor oversees the operation of the Day Care Center.
The children are brought by their mothers to the Center
in the morning and are picked up at night by them after
work. Their children are well cared for and are given op-
portunities for recreation and pre-school education.

Mayor Goldman congratulated Mr. and Mrs.
Rybal, welcomed the guests from America and greeted
the audience. He spoke about the importance of the Day
Care Center for the immediate community and in
general for the State of Israel. He expressed appreciation
to the Bialystoker Center in New York for making this
Day Care Center possible.

General Uzi Narkiss, former commander of the
Israel armed forces which liberated Jerusalem in 1967,
now Director of the Special Projects Department of the
Jewish Agency, praised the Rybals and the Bialystoker
Center in New York for the vital role they played in

The road leading into Kfar Tabor.

Bialystoker tour group in front of Rybal Day Care Center following
dedication ceremonies.
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died 1939
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died 1974
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The lineage of the most important members of the Ratner family.

The Piain Dealer/John Chisbowski

commercial construction, the company’s future seems
likely to be Ratner-guided.

Albert Ratner, chosen Forest City president and
chief executive officer in 1973, is 52 and understood to be
securely at the top of the company’s policy making
hierarchy.

Three sons of Max Ratner, the Board chairman,
have established themselves in executive positions at
Forest City. Charles A. (Chuckie) Ratner is a director
and an executive vice president, James A. Ratner heads
Forest City Rental Properties and Ronald Ratner is a
Forest City project coordinator. The fourth son, Mark, is
a professor of physical chemistry and associate dean at
Northwestern University.

Several years ago, Max Ratner stated: “You will
find us on the boards and committees of hospitals,
churches, synagogues, charitable foundations,
scholarship funds, endowment funds, universities, music
centers and city improvement groups. In other words —
we are involved.

Overall, we symbolize what our country can
produce — a useful citizen — an enlarged family serving
its employees, its shareholders, the community and the
nation for the benefit of all.”

Max Ratner is a very devoted supporter of the
Bialystoker Center and Home in New York. It is our
profound privilege to enjoy the friendship of such a
towering person in the American Jewish and bus.ness
community. We extend to Mr. Ratner, to his nephew,
Albert and to the rest of the family the fervent wish that
they be granted the good health and the ability to
continue their vital work.

MRS. DAVID COHN OF PATERSON, NEW
JERSEY MAKES GENEROUS DONATION TO
BIALYSTOKER CENTER IN MEMORY OF HUS-
BAND AND PARENTS

Mrs. Rose Cohn, widow of the recently deceased
David Cohn of Paterson, New Jersey, telephoned our
General Secretary, Izaak Rybal, wishing to inform us of
her husband’s death.

Her late parents, Rueben and Fannie Torloff
Yolken, were lifetime active members of the Bialystok
Relief Society of Paterson, N.J. which was a major af-
filiate for many years of the Bialystoker Center and
Home.

Her husband’s parents were the late Benjamin and
Anna Lynn Cohn.

Mr. Rybal shared memories of Mrs. Cohn’s parents
and their wonderful activities with her, whereupon she
was pleasantly surprised that they were still
remembered and appreciated. She made a most
generous donation in her husband’s and parents
memories.

We extend to Mrs. Cohn heartfelt condolences on
the passing of her beloved husband. May she celebrate
only happy occasions from now on.

REFUAH SHLEIMAH

To Sol Mandelbaum, our orderly, who was in the
hospital and quite ill. Mr. Mandelbaum is a senior
member of our nursing staff and we wish him a complete
and speedy recovery from illness.

* * *

To Gertrude Schiff who was ill and in the hospital.
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Albert Ratner

kind of person who believed that little people got lost
and swallowed. He wanted to be sure they were not
forgotten.

A sizable family foundation was established after
Harry Ratner’s death in 1961.

The Ratners also give money to charities and
extend financial aid to college students through the
Ratner, Miller, Shafran foundation, managed by Max
Ratner, his nephew, Albert Ratner, Albert Ratner’s
brother-in-law, Samuel H. Miller, and Max Ratner’s
brother-in-law, Nathan Shafran.

Asked to explain the phenomenal successes of the
Ratner family’s Forest City Enterprises Inc., analysts
and observers almost invariably choose one word:
foresight.

That characteristic remained with the company as
it grew from a rather obscure lumber and building
supply business to a vast, diversified real estate
developer with operations in a dozen states.

Foresight figured in the crucial turning points in
Forest City’s emergence. Forest City bought land at
bargain prices during the Depression, built housing
projects in Parma, Brook Park and other suburbs in the
post-World War II building boom, and decided a
decade ago to expand and diversify.

Foresight figured in Forest City’s move in 1955 to
enter the “do-it-yourself”’ home-improvement market,
opening the first of a chain of retail stores, Forest City
Materials.

Foresight was evident in the acquisiton of Dillon
Co. and its innovative modular-building method. The
system is recognized as the most efficient to emerge from
a Department of Housing and Urban Development
project called “Operation Breakthrough.”

The method, which Forest City licenses to foreign
firms, has been widely utilized by a company subsidiary
for rapid, cost-efficient construction of thousands of
apartment units. Many of the low-and medium-rise
structures have been kept for investment purposes by
Forest City Rental Properties Inc., a thriving subsidiary.

Arthur G. Davis, a securities analyst at Prescott
Ball & Turben said he expects the company “to leapfrog

Ruth Ratner Miller

Samuel Miller

to new highs.” The trend, Davis said, “is just
beginning . . . it’s going to be big and Forest City is right
there. I see them becoming a massive developer in urban
redevelopment.”

The company, headquartered at 10800 Brookpark
Rd., has development projects in Los Angeles, Tucson,
Ariz., and Charleston, W. Va., Davis said. Here, Forest
City Rental Properties and U.S. Realty Inc. have plans
for developing the Terminal Tower concourse into a
retail and office complex.

During the next decade, the investors plan to buy
and develop 27 acres of land behind Terminal Towers,
to Canal Rd., and on Huron Rd. between W. 2d and W.
3d streets.

“That,” said Davis, who has watched Forest City
since the 1960s, ““is the key to downtown Cleveland. And
look out. If the city is going to be on the move in the next
10 years, that’s where it will start . . . It’ll be big, a big,
big project.”

Forest City already has all the features of a
sprawling empire. As of Oct. 31, 1979, the company had
interests in 17 regional shopping malls and strip
shopping centers, 56 apartment projects (nine being
built), and 23 office and commerical buildings.

“It is our belief,” Forest City’s officers wrote in the
company’s 1978 report, ‘“that there is no stronger
investment than real estate and real estate-related
businesses which provide us a sound base to continue
our growth.”

The company’s investment real estate is managed
by Forest City Rental Properties which, according to
figures released recently, reported that net cash flow
from mortgage payments increased 38% in 1979 and
were 100% greater than the 1977 total.

In addition, real estate records show that, through a
variety of corporate subsidiaries, trusts and
partnerships, the Ratner family holds interests in more
than 2,100 parcels of land in Cuyahoga County.

Conservatively, the fair market values of the
property can be set at $88.7 million.

Although Forest City has hired outsiders expert in
certain fields, notably retailing, financing and
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sums upon arrival to the United States. Leonard is said
to have had as little as $8.

If so, the Ratners were among a tiny minority.
Researchers have reported that fewer than 1% of Polish
immigrants those days had less than $50 with them.

“We tend to think of everyone as being poor

immigrants,”’ said one family friend. ““They weren’t that
at all.”

The Ratners lived in an apartment on Morison
Ave., near E. 105th St. The young Ratners went to work
at odd jobs. Their parents went into retirement.

Eventually, Leonard Ratner opened a creamery in
Glenville, next to Mayfarth grocery on E. 105th,
between Lee and Orville avenues, and a second store the
next year in the same area. His brothers and sisters
joined him there, walking 10 minutes to the store from
their home, then on Lee.

“The creamery,” said one family friend well versed
in the Ratner story, “is sort of a family joke today. It
reveals their (Cleveland) origins as clerks.”

Nonetheless, the Ratners didn’t work there very
long. They were destined for greater things.

Not having to pay wages, the Ratners managed to
save modest sums of money. Guided by Kallman (by
then, Charles), who also was the family’s business
mentor, the Ratners opened a small lumberyard on East
93rd Street and Harvard.

The business at first was called Forest City
Materials Co. Two years later, in 1924, Leonard opened
another lumberyard on St. Clair under the name of
Buckeye Materials Company.

Although small, the lumber company thrived
almost immediately. By 1928, Charles sold out to his
brothers. Charles Ratner moved his family to Miami
Beach, where he opened a lumber company by the name
of Miami Millwork and built the 72-room Clevelander
Hotel where he died in 1939, at age 46.

Moses and Pesha Ratner died in Cleveland in 1940.

Charles Ratner left the company in earnest, quite
competent hands. “They were working fools,”” one
longtime Ratner business acquaintance said recently.
They always have been.

“They’re fanatically business-oriented. When
you’d say something like ‘good morning,’ they’d ask you
something like, ‘How’s business?” You’d say goodbye
and they’d say, ‘OK — but let’s hope we can find some
good business tomorrow.’ ”’

In a family dominated by men, the brothers, Max
Ratner, the president of Forest City Materials who
studied law at nights, showed the surest touch for
business. “If you wanted to have a hard, tough,
businesslike conversation, you’d go see Max,” the
business acquaintance said.

The last surviving brother of the first generation,
Ratner, 72, is board chairman at Forest City Enter-

rises.

: Mr. Ratner has been notably active in Jewish and
Cleveland civic activities. The many posts he has held
include: The American-Israel Chamber of Commerce,
president; Jewish Community Federation, trustee and
president; Bureau of Jewish Education, vice president
and treasurer; Jewish Theological Seminary, board
member; Park Synagogue, president; Euclid National
Bank, vice president; Suburban Hospital, board
member; and Mt. Sinai Hospital, trustee.

Max Ratner’s older brother, Leonard, who died

Max Ratner

late in December 1974, established the family’s distinct
twosided nature of utterly driven businessmen, who gave
willingly to numerous causes.

The reputation was forged in 1937, when, even at
the tag end of the Depression, the Ratners were of
sufficient means to give away a sizable sum of money.

Rabbi Armond E. Cohen at the time was seeking
funds to pay off a $100,000 mortgage on the old
Cleveland Jewish Center on E. 105th St. The Ratners
had joined the congregation (now that of Park
Synagogue) shortly after settling in Cleveland, usually
taking balcony seats for worship services.

The rabbi, who then was not particularly well-
acquainted with the family, had been tipped off that
Leonard Ratner seemed a personable, religious and
prospering businessman whose aid might be enlisted.

Cohen took the advice and summoned Ratner.

“What is it that you want from me, Rabbi?” he
asked.

Cohen asked for $1,000.

“Rabbi, said Ratner, ‘“‘you’re not a good salesman.
I came here intending to give you $3,000. Now, I won’t
cheat you. But remember: A good salesman never starts
low, the way you did.”

The meeting marked the beginning of a long, close
association between the two. :

Ratner was a modest, almost self-deprecating man
whose engaging trademark was handing out hard candy
to children, his friends and employees. He led the fund-
raising drive to build Park Synagogue and its
administrative and educational offices. He became the
congregation’s president.

His long association with the Jewish Welfare Fund
drive prompted his favorite nickname, “Mr. Jewish
Welfare Fund.”

His family also has given mightily to Jewish and
other social causes locally and, notably, in Israel.

Characteristically, much of their charity has been
anonymous.

Harry Ratner, perhaps the most independent-
minded brother, who started and operated his own
building supply business, was a notable example.

Harry Ratner, said one close family friend, “looked
with a little bit of a jaundiced eye on agencies and public
philanthropy. He was Mr. Good, quietly, secretly, to
endless numbers of people ... He was a very private
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(Editor’s Note: The June Sth and 9th issues of the Plain
Dealer, a major Cleveland newspaper, ran a highly interesting
series on the history and great accomplishments of the Ratner
family, one of the most powerful and influential families, not only
in Cleveland but in the United States and in Israel. The Stimme
is pleased to reprint excerpts from the series written by W. Joseph
Campbell:)

Every day, day in and day out, the subtle forces of a
faceless empire are at work in Greater Cleveland,
reaching, touching, shaping the lives of thousands of
people.

To an impressive extent, the empire determines
how and where people live; it determines tastes and
characteristics in consuming, in architecture, in land
use.

From decidedly unpretentious headquarters behind
a huge retail store on the southwest side, the empire’s
embrace sweeps the region. The paramount goal of the
scions of the empire is to make its national presence ever
more profound.

The empire is that of Forest City Enterprises Inc., a
virtual real estate conglomerate with millions of dollars
of holdings in land, in shopping malls, in apartments,
condominums and commercial buildings. It runs its own
chain of retail stores. It has its own Forest City Dillon-
patented high-speed, cost-efficient system for erecting
medium and high-rise buildings.

The empire is tightly controlled and surely guided
by the Ratners, a family of clever businessmen, willing
philanthropists and desperately anonymous pesonalities
— a family that has been in the United States a little less
than 60 years.

The Ratners came as refugees fleeing revolutionary
forces unleashed in Eastern Europe after World War L.

The family’s uncommon success — its apparently
insatiable desire to own and develop land, its
multimillion-dollar wealth, its well-defined charitable
ways — can be traced to the turbulence of that period.
The vivid and horrifying experience of losing nearly
everything profoundly affected the Ratners, their empire
and, in turn, the face of Greater Cleveland.

Yet, were it not for the family’s oldest son — the
prestige of his Army uniform and the incalculable
leverage of his small fortune won in poker games — the
Ratners’ Cleveland-based empire would have been
unimaginable.

The sketch of the Ratner family, drawn from
extensive examination of a variety of public records and
from numerous interviews with friends and associates
(the family refused to discuss its legacy) began to take
form in Bialystok, a city in the undulating plains of what
is now northeastern Poland.

Bialystok in the late 19th century was a thriving
textile center. Its population was largely Jewish. Its
rulers were Russian czars.

THE RATNER FAMILY

FEATURED IN FASCINATING CLEVELAND NEWSPAPER SERIES
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A man who became one of the city’s industrious,
modestly successful Jewish businessmen was Moses
Ratowzer, who in 1891 married a 17-year-old girl
named Pesha, the daughter of the Rabbi of
Czestochowa. The family was in the textile business and
the oldest son Lejb (Leonard) was a textile engineer.

The Ratowzers (the name appears in some records
as Ratowcer and Ratowcher) sired a large family: Five
sons and four daughters were born by 1910. A few years
before the birth of the youngest child, the eldest
Ratowzer children, Kallman and Frieda, had been sent
to the United States ‘“to ensure that if the worst
occurred, there would be a remnant to perpetuate the
family,” according to a limited edition family portrait
published in 1971.

The uneasiness was well-founded. Since the late
19th century, Bialystok had been a center for
revolutionary fervor. That spirit intensified after World
War 1, after the re-creation of the Polish state, of which
Bialystok was a provincial capital.

Bialystok’s workers and peasants committees, no
doubt taking inspiration from the toppling of the czar
and the October Revolution in neighboring Russia,
grew increasingly restive and demonstrative.

Moses Ratowzer, for a time, avoided the mounting
unrest, operating a prosperous little textile mill with his
sons, Lejb, Meyer and Ozcar.

The family’s Polish prosperity was short lived. In
1919 and 1920, the dark fears, which years before had
broken up the Ratowzers, became frighteningly real.
Bialystok was taken by war from Poland.
Revolutionaries demanded keys to the mill, announcing
it was property of the proletariat.

The terrifying turn of events brought the
Ratowzer’s eldest son, Kallman, back to Bialystok.

By 1920, Kallman had served eleven years in the
Army, reaching the rank of sergeant during a wartime
assignment to the Panama Canal-zone. Kallman is said
to have been astonishingly brilliant in mathematics and
excelled in shooting craps and playing poker.

In his Army days, Kallman parlayed his poker skills
into a small fortune, about $10,000, according to family
legend.

Recognizing that Europeans tend to defer to a uni-
form, Kallman returned to Bialystok in military dress,
handsomely decorated with stripes and service ribbons.
His hand was enhanced by the poker winnings.

In twos and threes, perilously at times, Kallman led
his family out of Poland. In late fall of 1920, Lejb (who
took the name Leonard) and Ozcar (Harry) arrived at
Ellis Island, federal immigration and naturalization
records show.

The rest of the family arrived in the United States
during the next several weeks. By mid-January, they all
had made their way to Cleveland.

They took the name Ratner.

Legend is that the family possessed pitifully small
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All of us at the Bialystoker Home and Infirmary for occupational therapy. I am pleased to add that the sur-

the Aged — administration, staff, residents and our vey conducted by the New York State Department of
Board of Governors — are extremely proud of this Health last February acknowledged the desirability of

facility. For the past year, a number of our friends and
supporters have made generous donations, assisting us
in remodeling major areas of our building. The result is
that our Home has become more physically comfortable
and aesthetically appealing.

At a recent meeting of our Department Head Com-
mittee, we reviewed our visiting hours policy and found
it to be unduly restrictive. Surely there is no reason for
us to allow visitors only four hours each day — 1:00-3:00
and 5:00 to 7:00 P.M. — in the afternoon and evening.
Moreover, the two-hour interruption in the hours
between 3:00 and 5:00 P.M. caused great inconvenience.
People from out of town especially would have to leave
the residents and fill these two hours until they could
return at 5:00 P.M.

Therefore our Committee decided to expand these
hours on a three-month experimental basis, on week-
days from 1:00 to 7:00 P.M. and on weekends from
11:00 A.M. to 7:00 P.M. This will afford relatives and
friends of our residents greater flexibility and con-
venience in being with them.

This liberalized schedule was adopted with the un-
derstanding that if any staff members request a visitor to
step outside a room or area for nursing or housekeeping
reasons, the visitor should cooperate. For in accom-
modating relatives, we do not wish to interfere with
routine staff operations.

* * *

Speaking of improvements in our physical plant, we
will be installing new cubicle curtains to partition resi-
dents’ beds. This will require a huge expenditure of
funds, which we will have to provide from some source in
our budget.

* * *

Our Speech Therapy program, instituted approx-
imately a year ago, has been increased to twice a week.
This attests to the success of this rehabilitation service
and underscores my personal commitment to upgrading
our restorative programs, also including physical and

pany’s affairs. Scott is engaged to Miss Nurit Peters, as
previously announced in the Bialystoker Stimme.

Mark will be starting undergraduate studies at
Tulane University in New Orleans, La. this fall. An
amibitious and sharp young man, his career interests
focus on either business or law.

* * *

This article has attempted to put the spotlight on a
highly unusual man, his wife and family. The
Bialystoker Center and Home for the Aged is proud to
have Sam Solasz as its President and Rose Solasz as its
First Lady. With their continued inspirational
leadership this institution will undoubtedly go on to
achieve even greater things in the future.

our expanding speech therapy.
* * *

The new nursing station on our 4th floor is now
completely operational. Medications are being dis-
pensed to HRF residents on the 3rd and 4th floors. We
have also beefed up our nursing staff to man this new
station. Our residents are benefiting from the addition of
this facility by receiving medical care in closer proximity
to their rooms. We anticipate, in addition, that staff
response to possible emergencies on these floors will be
quicker.

* * *

In connection with responding to medical emergen-
cies, I received my Emergency Medical Technician
(EMT) certificate in August from the Hatzoloh
organization, a private ambulance service provided by
Orthodox Jews in certain sections of New York City.
Should any crisis develop with one of our residents, I
shall be in a position to assist our nurses in making the
initial evaluation and administering preliminary treat-
ment until a physician takes over. More likely, I will be
one of Hatzoloh’s EMT’s on the Lower East Side and
will answer emergencies in the community. In fact, I
voluntarily joined this training program because of my
profound concern for the neighborhood in which our
Home is located.

LI *

Our in-house computer has, as expected,
streamlined our bookkeeping and payroll departments.
We have gained efficiency, have developed a more
stringent control on our finances and have succeeded in
cutting down the need for bookkeeping staff. The com-
puter is another way in which the Bialystoker Home has
moved forward as a modern geriatric center.

* * *

I look forward to the coming year as yet another op-
portunity for advancement of this institution. My wife
Malki and our daughters join me in wishing everyone a
healthy and happy New Year.

ELIAS SOURASKY HONORED BY
MEXICAN GOVERNMENT ON HIS
80th BIRTHDAY

As we went to press, we learned that our landsman
and great benefactor Elias Sourasky of Mexico City, was
recently honored by the Mexican Government on the oc-
casion of his 80th birthday.

Mr. Sourasky, a prominent businessman and
philanthropist, has been written up in the Stimme many
times in the past for his humanitarian work, both in
Mexico and Israel.

A more detailed article about Mr. Sourasky will ap-
pear in the April, 1981 issue.
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and the Nazis. From 1939 until 1941, under the Rus-
sian occupation, Solasz moved from Knyshin to
Bialystok proper. When the Nazi occupiers constructed
the infamous ghetto in Bialystok in 1941, he returned to
Knyshin. Life was fast becoming precarious for every
Jew, the Solasz family included.

A dark stare forming in his eyes, Mr. Solasz
thought back to November 2nd, 1942, a day in which 20
towns officially surrendered to the invaders. Most of the
Jewish inhabitants of these hamlets were rounded up,
whole families were torn asunder and separated, placed
into trucks, carrying them unknowingly to the cattle cars
which would transport them on their final macabre
destination to Treblinka, the efficient Nazi death factory 60
miles from Bialystok. Inevitably sleds pulled up to the
Solasz home in Knyshin, herding all of its residents to their
destination, a transit camp in Bialystok, the port of em-
barkation for Treblinka.

Young Solasz, now 14, sensed that it was time to
steal away or else his end was near. So he and a friend
climbed on to a truck and hid inside a large rubber tire,
out of the enemy’s sight. In this way he was able for ten
months to slip undetected in and out of the ghetto in
Bialystok, smuggling food inside for the slowly starving
prisoners.

The Bialystok Ghetto was liquidated in August,
1943 and Sam Solasz was finally caught and given a one-
way ticket to Treblinka. Once again, knowing that he
had to escape, he plunged from the railroad car in mo-
tion, hurtling toward the surrounding forest in which he
found refuge. In so doing, he left behind his parents and
many of his siblings, who ultimately suffered the fate of
extermination.

For the next year he fought with the Russian par-
tisan forces, which conducted guerilla warfare against
the Nazis. On July 1st, 1944, he and the others were
liberated by the Russian Army and allowed to return to
Bialystok. There he had to rub his eyes to make sure that
what he was seeing was in fact true. This city was
relegated to a heap of rubble, all of its houses and in-
stitutions razed to the ground. All that was familiar to
him, the comforting landmarks of his childhood, had
gone up in smoke. Only the foul stench of decay and
destruction pervaded his consciousness.

During the next years Mr. Solasz spent time in dis-
placed persons’ camps in Germany, gradually at-
tempting to rebuild his shattered life. He acquired ex-
perience in meat handling and spent much time forming
new relationships and renewing old ones.

In the intervening years talk began to be heard
among the survivors of the Holocaust in the DP camps of
emigrating to Israel, where the establishment of a Jewish
State was in the works. So, in 1948 Solasz joined the
Aliyah Bet, an excursion to Israel, whereupon he
volunteered for combat duty in the Israeli armed forces
during the War of Independence. Assisted by the Israeli
Government, he went into business and shortly
thereafter discovered that his father had some relatives
living in the United States. With the assistance of HIAS,
he arrived in New York in January, 1951. Finding a job
in the third largest meat corporation in the United
States, he developed an intimate knowledge of the meat
processing and packing industry and, in September,
1957, he founded Master Purveyors, and afterwards Old
Bohemian, Temple Beef and S & S Meat companies.
These firms provide meat to the largest hotels,

restaurants and institutions in the United States and
abroad. As a result of his sharp mind, his photographic
memory and his ambitious drives, Sam Solasz has
become a prosperous entrepreneur.

Yet business is not the only captor of Mr. Solasz’s
imagination. He is, as many people know, an extremely
charitable and hard working individual on behalf of
Jewish communal causes. He has served as the President
of the Bialystoker Center and Home for the Aged for the
last three years. Before that he occupied a number of
other important leadership positions within our institu-
tion. During his presidential tenure he has been the driv-
ing force behind bringing in a new, expanded ad-
ministration which operates the Home in an efficient
and correct manner.

He is an active Trustee of the Hollis Hills Jewish
Center, a major contributor to State of Israel Bonds
which has honored him with membership in the Prime
Minister’s Club, the qualification for which one must
purchase Israel Bonds in the amount of $25,000 or more
per year. Mr. Solasz is the President of the Knyshiner
Society, a small [landsmanschaft organization, whose
members he also inspires in supporting charitable in-
terests. Quietly, Mr. Solasz opens his heart and his
pocketbook to unfortunate individuals such as widows or
orphans who know of his generosity of spirit.

All of these accomplishments which suggest driving
ambition, an almost compulsive urge to succeed, grow
out of his need to justify his survival. Many years ago
Sam Solasz vowed that if G-d would grant him con-
tinued life he would repay his debt by helping others less
fortunate. This he has done — and more.

Mr. Solasz married Rose Cohen on.June 29th,
1957. Her parents, Sephardic Jews, were born in
Salonika, Greece. Mrs. Solasz was born and brought up
in New York along with two brothers.

One of the many things Rose Solasz has in common
with her husband is her zeal for activity in organizations.

For many years she has been active in the Hadassah
Chapter of Hollis Hills, serving as its President form
1976 to 1978. -Under her presidency this Hadassah
chapter won numerous awards, dubbed the No. 1
Queens chapter as far as fundraising and membership
are concerned.

Mrs. Solasz is also an active member and Trustee of
the Hollis Hills Jewish Center Sisterhood, serving on
various committees as well. She and her husband are
supporters of the Sephardic Jewish Center, Forest Hills
and she has also been a member of the Prime Minister’s
Club. In April, 1980, Rose Solasz was presented with
the “IMA” award as Mother-of-the-Year of her Hadas-
sah organization.

She recently stated that she has long felt an abiding
love for the State of Israel, to which she looks as the great
hope of our people. She is concerned that there should
be unity and harmony among all segments of Jewry in
order to face the staggering challenges confronting us.

Sam and Rose Solasz have three children. Diane is
a graduate of Clark University, Worcester, Mass. In
September, 1980, she will begin studies at the Illinois
School of Optometry where she will continue to use her
methodical and well-organized approach to become an
eye doctor.

Scott, his parents say, is a lovable and terrific young
man who is a tremendous asset to his father’s business
and learns much from his father in conducting the com-
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SAM AND ROSE SOLASZ TO BE GUESTS OF HONOR AT
BIALYSTOKER ANNUAL DINNER IN SHERATON CENTRE

BIALYSTOKER CENTER TO SPONSOR MEDICAL CENTER IN ISRAEL TO THE SOLASZES

The Bialystoker Center and Home for the Aged will
honor our President and First Lady, Sam and Rose
Solasz, at a lavish Annual Dinner to be held Saturday
night, November 8th, 1980, 8:00 P.M. at Sheraton
Centre (Americana Hotel), New York City.

At a meeting of our Board of Governors, General
Secretary Izaak Rybal recommended that the
Bialystoker Center and Home should pay recognition to
our First Couple, who have been unusually generous
benefactors of our institution.

Mr. Rybal further moved that the Board approve a
campaign to raise $50,000 in order to dedicate a medical
center at Kfar Tabor, Israel, currently in the process of
completion, to Sam and Rose Solasz. The remaining
cost of this project will be financed by UJA-Israel
Emergency fund. The Board of Governors unanimously
supported Mr. Rybal’s recommendations.

A tour to Israel of Bialystoker landsleit, friends and
business associates of Mr. and Mrs. Solasz is being plan-
ned in 1981 for the official opening of the Solasz Medical
Center.

Many personal friends of the Solaszes, officers,
directors, members of the Bialystoker Center and Home
and others are being invited to this extraordinary
testimonial dinner. Several hundred guests are expected.

* * *

The Solasz Medical Center, the first of its kind in
Kfar Tabor, located at the foot of the Tabor Mountains
in Northern Galilee, will provide general and specialty
medical services in caring for the health needs of those
living in the village and in the surrounding community.
This important facility will add yet another dimension of
modernity to an area which the State of Israel considers
vital to its security and economic interests.

SAM AND ROSE SOLASZ — A PROFILE

Surely it is a miracle that Sam Solasz is alive today
— doing all the wonderful things for which he is so well
known. Actually, he could have turned out to be another
grim statistic, counted among the six million Jews who
perished during the Holocaust. It is a tribute to his
amazing resourcefulness and love of life that he walks
the earth while countless others lie buried beneath it in
unmarked graves.

Sam Solasz was born in Knyshin, on the outskirts of
Bialystok, on May 5th, 1928. Both of his grandfathers
were important religious functionaries in the com-
munities in which they lived. His mother’s father was
the Rabbi of Bialy-Podlask, a small town near Lublin.
His father’s father served as a sexton in Newark, New

Rose and Sam Solasz

Jersey. Spawning a large family of seven sons and four
daughters, Mr. Solasz’s parents were devoted to one
another, and observed the religious traditions of their
Jewish faith.

Solasz remembers that as a young boy, he accom-
panied his father every day into the city of Bialystok to
do business there. This is how the lad developed an in-
delible love for that city, as well as a cartographer’s
knowledge of each street and alley in pre-war Bialystok..
To this day he often becomes enraptured by nostalgia,
sentimentally reminiscing about his joyous experience as
a youngster walking through the “Big City”, alive and
bustling, creative and prolific — only to be jolted by the
irrevocable knowledge that the citadel of his youth with
which he once had a love affair exists no more.

In 1939, during his 11th year, Bialystok became a
strategic pawn, back and forth between the Russians
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BIALYSTOKER CENTER, HOME AND INFIRMARY
FOR THE AGED

You are cordially invited to a

TESTIMONAL DINNER-DANCE
in honor of

SAM AND ROSE SOLASZ

Saturday night, November 8, 1980
8:00 P.M.

Sheraton Centre (Americana Hotel)
810 Seventh Avenue, New York City

R.S.V.P. by October 18 Couvert — $35.00 per person
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