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BIALYSTOKER CENTER, HOME AND INFIRMARY FOR THE AGED
228 East Broadway, New York, N.Y. 10002—Tel. (212) 475-7755

Shanah Tovah! A Happy and Prosperous New Year!
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Dear Friends:

We are haopy to invite you to our Yiddish-English-Hebrew
musical comedy revue

at
AVERY FISHER HALL OF LINCOLN CENTER

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 16, 1979, 2 P.M.
Honoring the Israel-Eqypt Peace Treaty

"THE SONG OF PEACE"

Produced and arranged by Ada Einhorn of Encore Artists

STARRING
* HERMAN MALAMOOD

One of the most thrilling voices
of the cantorial and operatic
world today

* JACKIE MASON
The Master of Fun
The only comedian to create
a unique brand of entertainment

% CLAIRE BARRY
Of the internationally acclaimed
Barry Sisters, known for her
enchanting music and glamour

* MARY SOREANU

International Jewish Singing Star,
Beauty in any language

A FULL ORCHESTRA WILL GIVE A CONCERT AND ACCOMPANY THE STARS.

LINCOLN CENTER IS ACCESSIBLE BY IRT 7th AVENUE SUBWAY, 66th STREET STATION—
THERE ARE PARKING. FACILITIES IN THE CENTER.
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CITIBANK
SEWARD PARK BRANCH

411 GRAND STREET e NEW YORK, N.Y.

(Serving the Bialystoker Center & Home)

Extends best wishes to
Their officers, directors, members and residents
As well as to all our Jewish clients and friends
A healthy, happy New Year
And peace in Israel and the world

Michael Knapp, Manager
and Staff
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New Year Greetings

from the

HON. VICE-PRESIDENTS
MARTIN GINSBURG ABE GINSBURG

of the

BIALYSTOKER CENTER, HOME
& INFIRMARY FOR THE AGED

Warh’n ana[ ./4£e gindéurg

and their families

May the New Year sound the clarion of

brotherkood and peace throughout the world.

‘0
,
-

Ve

West New York, New Jersey
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Mr. and Mors.
Sam Solasz

and Family

PRESIDENT

ROSE SOLASZ of the SAM SOLASZ

BIALYSTOKER CENTER, HOME
AND INFIRMARY FOR THE AGED

extend to their family, friends
and kinfolk everywhere

heartiest wishes
for

A HAPPY AND PROSPEROUS NEW YEAR

DIDTIIR 1R IR DY2'0RD 1D 1R 1D WBNRN DRMRARN
V201 1D 10T DA WU 220 IR ,0M0TIRY
J1201 1Y NIW R RS

May the New Year bring happiness to All,

salvation to our people and peace on earth.

THE SOLASZ CHILDREN

DIANE BETH SCOTT DAVID MARK HOWARD

join thewr parents in this timely seasonal greeting and message.
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MR. DAVID FINE
President, Bialystoker Young
Men'’s Benevolent Association
and FAMILY
Brooklyn, New York
Extend their best wishes

for the New Year to
relatives, friends and landsleit

DR.and MRS.
BENJAMIN GISSEN
and Family
Extend their Greetings fora
Happy and Prosperous New Year

New Year Greetings from. ..

SYLVIA ROSENBLUM

Greetings and Best Wishes from . . .
our Honorary Vice President

MRS. ROSE KASS

and her Children
Mr. and Mrs. Earl Brand

Mr. and Mrs.
ROBERT KAMBER
and FAMILY
Asbury Park, N.J.
Express their best wishes for a
Happy New Year to all

Mr. & Mrs.
JACOB A. LICHTENFIELD

extend to their relatives and friends and
all Bialystoker Landsleit best wishes for
a Happy and Prosperous New Year

OSCAR MACKLER
CELIA KAYE — SADIE KLEIN

Children of the late

LENA MACKLER

extend greetinis to their
Bialystoker
kinfolk and to all

Israel for a Happy New Year

New Year Greetings
Best Wishes and Blessings
from

NETTIE & ALFRED STERN
and FAMILY

Children of our late Treasurer

LOUIS & MARY DAVIS

Board Members of the Bialystoker
Center, Home and Infirmary for
the Aged
to their dear kin, the DAVISES,
SAPERSTEINS and the STERNS,
to all their friends and neighbors,
Bialystoker landsleit and Jews
everywhere for a Happy and
Prosperous New Year

JUDGE & MRS.
PHILIP NOVICK
Hon. Chairman, Board of Governors

Wish their Friends and Relatives
A Happy and Prosperous New Year

Mr. & Mrs.
JACK NOTKOFF
and FAMILY
Bronx, N.Y.
wish their family and friends
A Happy New Year

Best Wishes for a Happy New Year
from

DR. GDALI RUBIN
5000 15th Avenue
Brooklyn, N.Y.

Mr. & Mrs.
STANLEY KAGAN
West Caldwell, N.]J.

Wish All Their Friends
A Happy New Year

MR. & MRS. DAVID SIEGEL
AND FAMILY
Milwaukee, Wisc.

extend to their friends, Bialystoker
Kinfolk in town and the world over
best wishes for a very Happy New Year

MRS. CLARA MARCUS

extends best wishes
for a Happy New Year

MRS. BEATRICE LICHT
and Family

wish everyone

Best Wishes to Friends and Relatives
for a good New Year from

FAY SUKENIK and SONS

a Healthy, Happy New Year

MR. & MRS. JACK WOLF
NEW YORK
wish all their friends and associates
a Blessed New Year

New Year Greetings from . . .

RUBIN & SYLVIA WEISBROD
and FAMILY

Children of our late Directors
Abe & Yetta Schreiber

We extend to all our relatives, friends
and acquaintances best wishes for a
Healthy, Happy and Prosperous
New Year

New Year Greetings from

Mr. and Mrs. Norman
Bockow-Boékowski
and Twin Sons

Lester & Barry

Great Neck, N. Y.
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DR. & MRS. JACOB SOKOL BIALYSTOKER YOUNGS MEN’S
DR. & MRS. IRA SOKOL MONOSSON BENEVOLENT ASSN.
and Children
New York, N.Y.
DR. REBECCA SOKOL & HUSBAND,
JEFF SMITH Extends New Year Greetings of Good Health and
Extend best wishes to all Bialystoker landsleit Peace in Israel To All Its Members and Landsleit
And the Jewish People for a Happy New Year
GREETINGS MAX & FANYA MISHKOPF
and family
THE AMALGAMATED BANK OF NEW YORK Miami, Florida
11-15 Union Square West Wish their relatives, friends and landsleit
New York, N.Y. 10003 Good Health, Prosperity and Peace in Israel
BANKERS TRUST COMPANY Compliments of
177 East Broadway
New York, N.Y. 10002 DRY DOCK SAVINGS BANK
Sends New Year Greetings 465 GRAND STREET
o the NEW YORK CITY
Bialystoker Center, Home
and Infirmary for the Aged Member FDIC
MRS. CLARA ASCH MR. AND MRS. LEON KRIM New Year Greetings from . . .
and Family and FAMILY Mr. & Mrs.
Wish all their relatives and friends wish their friends a Happy New Year ISRAEL KALISH

A Happy New Year

MRS. JENNIE PIANIN

IN MEMORY OF Miami, Fla. New Year Greetings from . . .
ROSE SCHPOONT Wishes her family and PHILIP GOLDSTEIN
by her husband Bialystoker Landsleit 3446 Buford Highway N.E.

HIRSH SCHPOONT A Healthy, Happy New Year Atlanta, Ga. 30329



September, 1979

BIALYSTOKER STIMME 33

JERRY MINK

Israel
Wishes his Family and Friends as well as Landsleit in the
U.S., Israel and Bialystok, Poland
New Year Greetings of Health and Joy

oraw Yy ovw

Best Wishes . . .

POZNANSKI’'S BAKERY
Bread - Rolls - Cakes
We specialize in Birthday Cakes, Wedding Cakes
and Bar Mitzvah Cakes

155 DIVISION AVENUE BROOKLYN, N.Y.

MR. & MRS. RUBIN BLUM
Wish their Relatives, Friends,
and Bialystoker kinfolk everywhere
A Happy and Healthy New Year

IN LOVING MEMORY OF OUR DEAR PARENTS
CELIA COHEN

and

WILLIAM COHEN
Former Vice-President of the Bialystoker Center and Home
May They Rest In Peace
MR. & MRS. SAM SIEGEL
MR. & MRS. SIDNEY MELTZER
MRS. JOSEPH ENGEL

CAMP LAKOTA
on MASTEN LAKE

BOYS & GIRLS —5 TO 16 YEARS
“In Beautiful Mamakating Park”

WURTSBORO, NEW YORK

Only 73 Miles from N. Y. C. ¢ All Land - Water Sports
Elevation 1855 Ft. 5 Mile Spring Fed Lake
49th Camp Year Excellent Kosher Cuisine
Drama, Dancing, Music Doctor, Reg. Nurses
Crafts, Nature, Riding Mature, Experienced Staff
Friday Night Services

e ® 0o e o o
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Call or Write

MRS. LILLIAN SHABOTSKY

360 East 72nd Sireet New York, N. Y. 10021
Phone: 535-2876

COUNSELLOR DAVID J. GOLDBERG

Hon. Chairman, Board of Directors
ROSE GOLDBERG
Hon. Vice-President
Miami Beach, Florida
and Children
GARY and SANDY

extend best wishes to their family, relatives, friends, officers
and directors of the Bialystoker Center, Home and Infirmary
for the Aged, and to the Bialystoker Ladies Auxiliary
for a Happy New Year

New Year Greetings from . . .

DR. & MRS. LOUIS LINN
55 EAST 86th STREET NEW YORK, N.Y. 10028

MR. & MRS. EDWARD MEYER

Extend Best Wishes to Family and Friends for a
Happy, Healthy and Peaceful New Year

RABBI LOWELL S. KRONICK
Chaplain, Bialystoker Center,
Home and Infirmary for the Aged
Extends warmest greetings to the
Officers, Directors, Members, Staff
and our cherished Residents for the New Year, 5740

MRS. SALLY BERGER AND FAMILY
Staten Island, N.Y.

EXTEND NEW YEAR GREETINS

to their family, friends,
The Bialystoker Center and Home
and all Israel

MR. & MRS. ABE NEWBORN
and Family
wish their Relatives, Friends and All Israel

A HAPPY NEW YEAR

MR. & MRS. EDWARD WINSTON
and Family

Children of the late IDA & LOUIS AIDAK

Extend their best wishes for a
Happy New Year to everyone

Greetings from . ..

HAROLD ABBEY
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MR. & MRS. M. ARTHUR TARLOWE
and Family
Wish their Mother
MRS. ELLY TARLOFSKY
and all friends
A HAPPY, HEALTHY & PEACEFUL NEW YEAR

MR. & MRS. ROBERT NELSON
and Family
Wish their Mother
MRS. ELLY TARLOFSKY
and all friends
A HAPPY, HEALTHY & PEACEFUL NEW YEAR

Greetings from . . .

VALLEY FORGE FLAG CO.

1 ROCKEFELLER PLAZA
New York, N.Y. 10010

MR. AND MRS. RALPH BELL
and Family
President of the Zionist Organization of Chicago

wish their family, Bialystoker Landsleit and Friends
A Happy and Healthy New Year and Peace in Israel

MR. & MRS. EDWARD LIPTON
and Family
J.C. HAIR PRODUCTS
3 W. 18 Street, New York, N.Y. 10001
Wish their Relatives and Friends a Healthy and
Happy New Year with Peace for the Entire World.

MR. & MRS. MEYER ZAKHEIM
and Family

Wish their Relatives, Friends and Landsleit
a Healthy, Happy and Prosperous New Year.

MR. & MRS. MISCHA WARSCHAWSKI
Brooklyn, N.Y.
wish all their relatives and friends
A HAPPY NEW YEAR

MR. & MRS. BENJAMIN IZAKOWITZ

and Family
122 N. Edinburgh Avenue
Los Angeles, Calif. 90048
Wish all their relatives and friends
A Happy and Healthy New Year

MR. AND MRS. RUBIN BINDLER
and Family

Honorary President, Bialystoker Center
Home and Infirmary for the Aged

wish their friends, all Goniondzer-Trestiner and Bialystoker
kinfolk and the Jewish People everywhere
a Happy and Prosperous New Year

MR. & MRS. HAROLD TALIN
Associate Controller

Extend New Year’s Greetings to their
Relatives, Friends, and Bialystoker Landsleit

DAYAN CLUB OF PELHAM PARKWAY
District 20
Extends New Year Greetings for Health, Prosperity and
Peace in Israel to all Officers and Members

EXECUTIVE BOARD, DAYAN CLUB
of PELHAM PARKWAY, District 20

Best New Year Wishes from the . . .
ROSKIES BROS.
HUNTINGDON WOOLEN MILLS, Ltd.
A Happy and Healthy New Year

771 Huntingdon Huntingdon, Que., Canada

New Year Greetings from . . .

MR. & MRS. JOSEPH SANDLER
along with Best Wishes to all their friends for
longevity, good health and good luck
May the Year 5740 be a timespan of freedom, peace,
brotherhood and happiness to all!

MR. & MRS. LOUIS SCHNEIER

Extend Best Wishes to Family and Friends fora
Happy, Healthy and Peaceful New Year

MR. & MRS. ABE GORDON

and Family
Miami Beach, Florida
Extend their sincere Best Wishes for a Healthy and Happy
New Year to their Relatives, Friends and
Bialystoker Landsleit
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Mr. and Mrs. Marvin Flagg
Mr. and Mrs. Herbert Siderman

and Families
Pay tribute to the Memories of their Beloved
Mother, Father, Grandmother and Grandfather

RAE & HARRY SIDERMAN

ROSE FINKELSTEIN
President, Bialystoker Ladies Auxiliary
Pays Tribute to the Memory of her Beloved Mother

YETTA FINKELSTEIN
Dear Uncle

DAVID ROSENBLOOM
and Dear Aunt

LIBBY ROSENBLOOM
Of Blessed Memory

IN BLESSED MEMORY OF
ISAAC and MINNIE EPSTEIN

Always in our minds and memory

ABRAHAM and VIOLA SAPERSTEIN

IN LOVING MEMORY OF
Our Brothers
SAM & BERNARD

We Wish All Our Friends
A Healthy, Happy and Prosperous New Year
MR. & MRS. SAUL SAIDE
and Family

IN MEMORY OF
Our Loving Mother and Grandmother
FRIEDA ROTHBERG

MR. & MRS. ISIDORE KIMMEL
and CHILDREN

IN MEMORY OF
My Beloved Husband
SAMUEL SOKOLOWITZ

ROSE SOKOLOWITZ
Miami Beach

IN BLESSED MEMORY
Of Dear Husband and Beloved Father

SOLOMON WEISS
by KATE, NAT and MORTON WEISS

Forever in our hearts!

In Loving Memory of our Parents

MORRIS & ANNA KAPLAN

Abraham & Pauline Kaplan Gerry & Harry Bachrach
Phil & Mathilde Kaplan Harry & Shirley Wachtel

Mrs. Edith Kravet

Lovingly remembers her late husband

ABE KRAVET

Member of the Bialystoker Home for many years

In Loving Memory of
Masha and Oscar Chabotsky

Beloved Parents, Grandparents and Great-Grandparents

Leah Chabot Forman
Rose and Al Siegel

Greetings from . ..
SYLVIA AND IRVING FOX
WEST ORANGE, N.].
who wish all their friends and the Jewish people everywhere
a Happy New Year

We offer a Memorial Tribute to our Dear Parents
ABRAHAM AND BESSIE FUCHSMAN
ALEX AND FANNIE BUYER

HYMAN and SHIRLEY FEINSTEIN
and FAMILY
Children and Grandchildren of the late
MRS. PAULINE SIEGEL

extend best wishes to their relatives, friends and
Bialystoker kinfolk everywhere for
A VERY HAPPY and PROSPEROUS NEW YEAR!

MAX AND ELLA BRINKER
Children of the late

CLARA WAGNER

Wish all their relatives, friends, members of the Bialystoker
Ladies Auxiliary and all Bialystoker kinfolk
A Happy and Healthy New Year

IN MEMORY OF

MORRIS and ZELDA KIVIAT

MRS. ANNE KIVIAT
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MRS. FANNIE TARLOFSKY
and Family

Remember B E N S O N ¢

FURNITURE CO., INC. }

-
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INTERIOR |

ol DESIGNERS |

ELLY TARLOFSKY : ;

(1888-1976) } - }

Late President of the } 5
BIALYSTOKER CENTER, HOME | | 6-8 Avenue A
AND INFIRMARY FOR THE AGED : Corner 1st Street

: New York N.Y. 10009 1

We miss him deeply ¢ ORegon 3.8915-6 1

THE TARLOFSKY FAMILIES

- e

ETHEL and M. ARTHUR TARLOWE
SYBIL TARLOWE
FRANCES and ROBERT NELSON
THEIR CHILDREN and GRANDCHILDREN

Michael Katz
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SAM POSNIAK

On Monday, August 6th, 1979,
Sam Posniak passed away at the age
of 63 after a long and debilitating ill-
ness.

A Director and ardent supporter
of the Bialystoker Center and Home
for many years, together with his
wife, Fania, Mr. Posniak frequently
appeared at many functions con-
ducted by our institution.

He was a leading officer of the
Club of Grodner Friends and en-
couraged the close relationship

Sam Posniak

between our Center and that worthy
organization.
A devoted family man, Mr.

Posniak is survived by his loving
wife, Fania; his daughter, Bella; his
son, Michael, a daughter-in-law and
two grandsons.

He is also survived by a brother-
in-law and sister-in-law, Jacob and
Kay Beren, who are also dedicated
members of our Board of Directors
for many years. Mr. Beren is a top
officer of the Club of Grodner
Friends.

The officers and directors of the
Bialystoker Center and Home ex-
press profound condolences to the
bereaved family. May they know of
no further sorrow.

SAMUEL LONDON

On Wednesday, July 11th, 1979,
Samuel London passed away in Los
Angeles at the age of 85.

Born to a fine family in Bialystok
which owned a dairy products store
( “London fun die Putter”’), Mr. London
arrived in New York in 1933, remain-
ing here until 1945 when he moved
to Los Angeles.

He had two sons, one who was kil-
led in action in the service of his
country and the other who passed
away.

an ﬁnemoriam

Mr. London was for many years
the President of the Bialystoker
Relief Society in Los Angeles and a
devoted member of the Bialystoker
Center and Home in New York.

His funeral services took place in
Los Angeles, followed by burial in
Mount Ararat Cemetery, Pinelawn,
New York, next to his two sons.

He 1is survived by his wife,
Eleanor; his granddaughter, Wendy
Vinegar; great-grandchildren,
nieces and nephews.

The officers and directors of the
Bialystoker Center and Home for
the Aged express their heartfelt con-
dolences to the London family. May
the be comforted on their loss.

MORRIS MAZUR
On Tuesday, May 8th, 1979,
Morris Mazur passed away at the
age of 53 after a long illness. Born in
Pruzane in 1925, Mr. Mazur was a
generous supporter of the

Morris Mazur

Bialystoker Center and Home for
many years.

He is survived by his wife Mary,
his daughter Toby Perlmutter, son-
in-law Stuart Perlmutter and two
grandchildren Beth and Adam.

The officers and Directors of our
Center and Home express heartfelt
condolences to the bereaved family.

August, 1978.
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Certificate issued by President Carter honoring the
memory of Elliot I. Surving who served in the armed
forces of the United States. Mr. Surving was the hus-
band of our good member and Bialystoker landsfrau,
Frieda Bramson Surving, who now lives in North Hol-
lywood, California. Mr. Surving, was was himself a
Bialystoker born to the family Suravicz, passed away in
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ANN KAPLAN

On Tuesday, May 1st, 1979, Ann
Kaplan passed away at the age of 63
after a short and sudden illness.

Mrs. Kaplan was the daughter of
our devoted Director and former
President of the Bronx League for
many years, Lillian Shabotsky. Mrs.
Shabotsky was in large measure
responsible for helping to build the
Bialystoker Ladies Auxiliary, also

Ann Kaplan

contributing and raising funds for
the Bialystoker Center and Home.
She encouraged her children and
their spouses, among them Ann
Kaplan and her husband Harry, to
follow in her charitable footsteps in
connection with the Bialystoker
Home and other worthy organiza-
tions.

Together with her mother and
brothers, Abe and Teddy Shabot,
she was involved in running Camp
Lakota, a summer children’s camp
in Wurtsboro, N.Y.

In addition to her mother, the
deceased is survived by her husband,
Harry Kaplan, her sons Gerald and
Edward, a daughter-in-law, Ellie, a
grandson Morgan, and her two
brothers, who remain dedicated
members of the Bialystoker Center
and Home.

Our officers and directors join
with the Kaplan and Shabot families
in mourning the untimely death of
Ann Kaplan. May they know of no
further sorrow.

In Memoriam

JACK GOLDEN

On Thursday, July 12th, 1979,
Jack Golden passed away at the age
of 66 after a brief illness.

One of the original members and
supporters of the Club of Bialystoker

Jack Golden

Friends and a Director of our Center
and Home for a time, Mr. Golden
and his wife, the former Miriam
Schleifer of Bialystok, frequently at-
tended various functions conducted
by the Bialystoker Center.

In addition to his wife, he is sur-
vived by his daughter Shirley and
her husband, his son Seymour and
his wife, and grandchildren.

The officers and directors of the
Bialystoker Center lament the pass-
ing of Jack Golden and pray that his
family will be comforted on his loss.

DINA BIBER

On Tuesday, June 26th, 1979, Dina
Biber passed away at the age of 61 fol-
lowing open-heart surgery.

A member of our Board of Directors
for several years together with her hus-
band, Louis, she was born in Lodz while
Mr. Biber came from Bialystok.

She went through the horrors of the
concentration camp through World War
II, losing her entire family, including a
first husband and a three-year-old son.
After the war she met and married Louis
Biber, who also endured the camps.

Upon arriving in New York, the
Bibers became known for their unusual
hospitality, since they warmly received

ROSE MEDVEDEV

On Wednesday, July 11th, 1979,
Rose Medvedev passed away at the
age of 68, after a long illness.

The sister-in-law of our
Treasurer, Diana Medvedev, she
was a charitable supporter of the
Bialystoker Center and Home, fre-
quently attending the Chanukah
and Purim parties as well as as-
sisting our Annual Bazaar.

g m*@;

Rose Medvedev

She was well known and respected
for her involvement in numerous
humanitarian and civic-minded
causes, including the East 45th
Street Block Association, the State of
Israel and many other worthy pur-
suits.

She is survived by three brothers,
Julius, Irving and Jerry Medvedev,
and their spouses; nieces and
nephews.

The officers and directors of the
Bialystoker Center and Home ex-
tend their heartfelt condolences to
the bereaved family. May they be
comforted on their loss.

other refugees from Europe who were
coming to the United States.

At her funeral services, a large group
of her friends whom she met in the
camps and later helped, paid their last
respects to her.

In addition to her husband, she is sur-
vived by her son, Harry.

The officers and directors of the
Bialystoker Center and Home express
their heartfelt condolences to the Biber
Family. May they be comforted on their
loss.
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JACK BERGER — IN MEMORIAM

(YANKEL AMIEL)

by Harold Morrow
Chairman, Board of Directors

Jack Berger is dead. The horror of these four words
has devastated me, his sister Leah, who is my wife, his
wife, Sally, his children, Dr. Bruce and Karen, and all
the other family members and his many friends whom
he touched in his all-too-brief life.

Jack Berger should not be dead. He should still be
alive at the age of 58, energetic, enterprising and an ex-
cellent human being in every respect. Justice demands
he should still be with us. Logic dictates his continued
steadying and reassuring presence. His grieving family
will, for:a long time to come, rail against the injustice
and illogic of his premature and sudden demise.

The readers of the Bualystoker Stimme knew him as
Jack Berger, the first Vice-President of the Bialystoker
Center, Home and Infirmary for the Aged. His real
name was Yankel Amiel, born in Bialystok to parents
well known for their goodness, charitable spirit and in-
ability to turn their backs on the helpless and the need-
ful. The well-known saying states that the acorn does
not fall far from the oak tree. How true this was with
Jack. His noble and kindly character mirrored the
singular lovingkindness of his mother and father. Their
legacy remained with him far beyond their own tragic li-
quidation by the Nazis.

From early childhood, he evidenced an interest in
academic studies, graduating the prestigious Hebrew
Gymnasium in Bialystok as one of its most distinguished
students. Afterwards he attended the University of Vilna
for two years, with an eye toward becoming a physician.
But the Holocaust was to alter his youthful course, ex-
posing this gentle and delicate individual to the full
ravages of man’s brutality toward his fellow.

In 1941, Jack and his entire family were transferred
from Bialystok to the Pruzaner Ghetto by the Nazis,
where I met him for the first time, beginning a life-long
friendship. Two years later, the Nazis deported us to the
Auschwitz death camp. Jack, in particular, suffered
from this nightmare, contracting typhus, physically
wasting away and his spirit all but shattered. There was
very little to eat and this certainly aggravated his condi-

President, and before that the Vice-Chairman of its
Board of Governors.

Jack was a devoted husband, a dedicated father, a
loving brother and a friend to everyone. Throughout the
years, his family and ours remained close, consulting on
many matters affecting us, both in joy and in sorrow.

He leaves in deep grief his loving wife, Sally, his
son, Dr. Bruce, his daughter, Karen, my husband,
Harold, his brother-in-law, myself as his sister, and his
brother-in-law and sister-in-law, Paula and Abe
Goldberg.

Dear Jack, we will never, never forget you. You will
always live on in our hearts. Although you are physically
no longer alive, your spirit will endure forever. Your
wonderful qualities and your noble character, which you
inherited from our beloved parents, will be perpetuated
by your children. They will carry on your beautiful
heritage.

May your memory be a blessing for all of us.

tion. Occasionally I found myself clandestinely carrying
morsels of stale bread his sister would set aside for him.
Yet upon making these deliveries, I would be instructed
by Jack to take the bread back to Leah, because he could
not bring himself to deprive her of her last bite. This
anecdote portrays the full extent of his devotion to his
family, but in later years even under much more comfor-
table circumstances, he never failed to deal considerately
with us, often placing our needs above his own.

Subsequently, Jack and I were separated from Leah
who was to become my wife and Sally, who was to
become his. For many months until January 1945, Jack
concentrated all of his ingenuity and energy to locate
these two most important women in our lives, at great
physical risk to himself. I shall never forget the utter joy
and relief which he felt at our reunion in early 1945 with
them. During the following three years, we all lived
together in a small community in Germany where
former victims of the concentration camps spent the im-
mediate post-war years.

Arriving in the United States in 1948 and marrying
Sally, Jack tried his hand at business, becoming very
successful and prosperous, and remaining that way until
the last day of his life. He proved to be resourceful, com-
petent and forward-looking in all the many enterprises
in which he took part for the last 31 years.

A family man, a businessman, Jack also formed
many friendships and aquaintances in the business and
social context. His inquistiveness, his ability to get to the
heart of an issue with searching questions, his great
sense of humor and his patience deeply impressed
everyone. With these attributes, he was able to get along
with friends and adversaries alike, regardless of the
stakes involved. His profound compassion not only for
his relatives, but also for the sick, the elderly and, par-
ticularly for handicapped children, was legendary.

As his business partner for the last 18 years, and as
his close friend for the last 37 years, I knew Jack Berger
better perhaps than anyone else. We spent many hours
of the day working together and I grew dependent upon
him for making the right decisions and for sharing with
me and the rest of the family his wisdom and his
foresight.

His loss not only affects us. It also has left a painful
void in the leadership of the Bialystoker Center and
Home for the Aged. In the last few years, Jack was
elevated from membership on the Board of Directors to a
Trustee, Vice-Chairman of the Board of Governors and
most recently as First Vice-President. Many of you who
attended board meetings or other public functions, will
recall that he often was the Chairman of these events.
Frequently you caught glimpses of the many-sided and
so fine human being he was. As one of the younger
leaders of our beloved Bialystoker Center and Home, he
gave every promise of carrying it into the future with
fresh and original perspectives, but, alas, that was not to
be.

I write these words with a mixture of disbelief, grief
and a lingering ache in my heart. I miss Jack terribly.
He is irreplaceable to me and his bereaved family. May
his memory serve as an uplifting symbol for all of us, and
in that way, perhaps with time, we shall be comforted on
the great loss we sustained on June 14, 1979.

(This English article, written by Rabbi Lowell S. Kronick,
Chaplain, is based upon Harold Morrow’s original Yiddish ar-
ticle on page 20 in the Yiddish section.)
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OF MY UNFORGETTABLE BROTHER,
\ JACK BERGER (YANKEL AMIEL)

tseeeeez by LEAH AMIEL-MORROW el
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What can a sister say when she suddenly loses her
only surviving brother, on Thursday, June 14th, 1979,
the last remnant of her family, whom she so dearly loved
and appreciated? There is nothing to be said. No words
of comfort are adequate.

After surviving the ghettos of Bialystok, Pruzane
and the Auschwitz death camp, yet another mortal blow
has been dealt to me. It is hard to believe that my
beloved brother, Jack Berger, is no longer with us. His
death was brutal because of its suddenness, its un-
timeliness and its unjustness. The wound in my heart
will never heal.

Jack had a knack for forming friendships with
everyone, frequently amazing people with his intel-
ligence and his knowledge. Wherever he went he fit in
right away. He projected an image of joviality and
mirth, lighting up each place like the suns’s rays. It was
always a pleasure to be in his company. I was very proud
of him.

Jack was a very talented, good and kind man. He
used to smile good-naturedly to everyone and always
had a good word for everyone. He was almost like a
devoted brother to every friend and acquaintance.
Indeed it is difficult to find nowadays such a rare human
being.

%Am ardent Zionist, he absorbed a love for Israel
from his days as a young student. He was active in rais-
ing funds for Israel at every opportunity, for which he
was honored with a Ben Gurion plaque at the
Bialystoker Center and Home at their Israel Bond Drive
several years ago.

Born in Bialystok in December 1920, Jack was in-
deed his parents’ son, reflecting their dignity, honesty
and refinement. Our house was open to all. Whoever
asked for help received it without question, for our
parents were extremely charitable, unable to turn their
backs on the needful.

Jack was the oldest of five children and, like the rest
of us, received a fine Jewish education, graduating the
Hebrew Gymnasium in 1937. Afterwards he went to the
University of Vilna where he spent two years preparing
to study medicine, but was forced to leave Vilna at the
outbreak of World War II.

The Nazi Holocaust brought devastation to our
family as it did to many thousands of other Jewish
families. We were confined first in the Bialystoker Ghet-
to and then in the Pruzaner Ghetto, trying to accept our
bitter fate with as much grace as possible. In 1943, as the
Pruzaner Ghetto was being liquidated, my parents, my
three sisters and I were transported to Auschwitz, but
Jack remained behind in the Pruzaner Ghetto, hoping to
join forces with the Resistance partisans. This intention
was thwarted when a group of his friends, who left the
Ghetto before him, were all shot by the Nazis. Jack was
forced to climb aboard the railway car to Auschwitz on
the last day of the Pruzaner Ghetto’s existence.

Meanwhile as the rest of us were arriving in this

Jack Berger

notorious death camp, we immediately saw before us the
smoking chimneys of the crematoria. Remaining in con-
stant danger of extermination, I could not adequately
comprehend that both my parents and sisters all went to
their deaths in Auschwitz and I was left all alone,
separated from my still living brother.

Suddenly the sun began to rise for me. I learned
that Jack had entered Auschwitz and I felt as though I
were alive again. No longer was I lonely, for one other
member of my family had also survived.

In January, 1945, as the Russian Army was nearing
Auschwitz, the camp was evacuated. We were sent on a
forced march for several days and nights. Anyone falling
by the wayside and not able to continue marching was
shot on the spot. I vividly remember the thousands of
corpses liining the road. Once again Jack and I were
separated.

But my delight was restored when, on a visit to
Bialystok after being freed by the American Army in
1945, Jack also returned to Bialystok and we found each
other once again.

Our uncle and aunt, Sam and Clara Yanowitz of
blessed memory, brought us from Germany to America
in 1948. In the United States, Jack worked at many dif-
ferent positions. For the last 18 years, he was involved in
building houses, together with my husband, Harold
Morrow. Jack demonstrated extraordinary talents in the
construction field, carrying out his duties with the
greatest care and perfection. He had hoped that in
another two years he would be able to spend more time
with his beloved wife Sally and not have to work so hard.
Unfortunately, his dream was not to be.

Jack was very much interested in the Bialystoker
Home for the Aged, deeply impressed by the high level
of care the residents received, by its immaculate condi-
tion and the dedication with which its officers carried
out their responsibilities. Despite the little time he had,
he began in the last few years to become more active in
the Center and Home as an officer. He well understood
the importance of a home for the aged, mindful of the
admonition, ‘“‘Cast us not away in our old age.” He was
highly regarded by the officers and members of the
Bialystoker Center and Home, having been its First Vice
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MAZEL TOV

On Sunday, June 17th, 1979, Dr.
Myron Yaster married Carol Ruth
Day of Pittsburgh, Pa. The marriage
took place at the William Penn
Hotel in Pittsburgh, Pa. Rabbi Dr.
Bernard A. Poupko officiated.

Dr. Myron Yaster is the son of
Jacob and Sally Yaster who are good

Dr. Myron and Carol Yaster

supporters of the Bialystoker Center
and Home. Dr. Yaster is a graduate

of the Yeshiva of Flatbush;
graduating Summa Cum Laude from
Brooklyn College and Summa Cum
Laude from Downstate Medical
School of the State University of
New York. He was a resident at
Children’s Hospital in Pittsburgh,
Pa. and is now a resident at the
University Hospital in Philadelphia.

The bride is a graduate of Johns
Hopkins University and the Univer-
sity of Pittsburgh, Pa.

The officers and directors of the
Bialystoker Center and Home for

CONGRATULATIONS

Enid Patricia Talin, daughter of
Mr. and Mrs. Harold Talin,
graduated on June 22nd, 1979, from
Lawrence High School in
Cedarhurst, N.Y.

This coming September, Miss
Talin will enter a college of her
choice majoring in Marketing. Her

Enid P. Talin

parents are long-time ardent direc-
tors of the Home. Mr. Talin is
presently our Controller and former
Chairman of the Board of Gover-
nors.

Miss Talin is the granddaughter
of Fannie Talinsky and the late
Philip Talinsky who together played
an active part in the construction
and upkeep of our institution.

the Aged wish the newlyweds much
happiness, as well as nachas to their
parents.

CALENDAR OF COMING
EVENTS

1. Sunday, September 16th, 1979
The Annual Theatre Party,
celebrating the 48th anniversary
of our Center and Home at
Avery Fisher Hall of Lincoln
Center.

2. Saturday night, November 10th,
1979
The Testimonial Dinner and
Dance in honor of Izaak and
Molly Rybal at the Essex
House, New York City, 7:30
P.M.

3. The grand opening of our An-
nual Bazaar in our auditorium
Saturday night, December 1st to
Monday, December 3rd, 1979
Reopening  Saturday night,
December 8th and Sunday,
December 9th

4. Sunday, December 16th, 1979
The Annual Chanukah Party,
Concert and refreshments

5. Sunday, February 10th, 1980
37th Memorial Rally for the
Bialystoker Ghetto Martyrs

6. Sunday, March 2nd, 1980
Annual Purim Party, Concert
and refreshments. Annual
Membership Meeting
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BRING IN NEW MEMBERS TO THE
BIALYSTOKER CENTER
AND HOME!
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At the Installation of Officers held June 10, 1979, Michael Knapp (center), Manager of the Seward Park branch of Citibank, was an invited guest.
Standing with him (I. to r.) are: Harry Feinberg, Harold Talin, Rabbi Lowell S. Kronick, Mr. Knapp, Sam Solasz, Yehoshua Schachter, Izaak Rybal.
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MAZEL TOV
On Sunday, May 20th, 1979,

Miss Susan Pytluk was married to
Alan Howard Lopato. The elegant
wedding and reception took place at
the Sephardic Temple in
Cederhurst, New York.

The bride is the daughter of our

Alan and Susan Lopato

good members and supporters for
many years, Henry and Riva Pytluk.
The officers and directors of the
Bialystoker Center and Home wish
the parents of the newlyweds much
nachas from them in the future.

MAZEL TOV

At a ceremony distinguished by
its adherence to all of the Jewish
traditions, Bonnie Meryl
Schlamovitz was wed to Bernard
Brender on Sunday, June 3rd, 1979.

The bride, daughter of our good
friends, Mr. and Mrs. Joseph
Schlamovitz, is studying to be a
Speech Therapist.

Her new husband received an ex-
tensive Yeshiva education as well as
considerable training in accounting,
the profession in which he is current-
ly employed.

Our Chaplain, Rabbi Lowell S.
Kronick, performed the marriage
ceremony. Our Executive Director,
Cantor Harry Feinberg, co-
officiated.

The ceremony and the elegant
wedding reception which followed
were attended by a large delegation
of officers and members of the
Bialystoker Center and Home.

We extend to the Schlamovitz and
Brender families our best wishes for
good health and happiness of the
newlyweds.

MAZEL TOV

On Sunday, June 24th, 1979,
Cheryl Morrow was married to Mr.
Irwin Guttman.

The bride is the daughter of
Harold Morrow, the Chairman of
our Board of Directors and his wife,
Leah. Mr. Morrow is also the
Chairman of our Building Commit-
tee, a staunch financial supporter
and willing to provide us with
whatever assistance he can. Mrs.
Morrow is a member of our Board of
Directors and at her husband’s side
in his activities on our behalf.

Cheryl and Irwin Guttman

The groom’s parents are Morris
and Eva Guttman of Florida.

The Bialystoker Center and
Home wishes the families of the
newlyweds much nachas from their
children.

ENGAGEMENT

On Tuesday, February 27th,
1979, Abraham Beren was engaged
to Miss Lisa Gross.

Mr. Beren is the son of our Direc-
tors, Kay and Jacob Beren. For
many years, Mr. and Mrs. Jacob
Beren have been devoted directors of
the Bialystoker Center, Home and
Infirmary for the Aged, assist us in
any way they can, and are par-
ticularly supportive of our Annual
Theatre Benefit by purchasing large
quantities of tickets.

A fall wedding is planned.

The officers and directors of the
Bialystoker Center and Home wish
the Beren family much nachas from
the engaged couple.

EVENTS g
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MAZEL TOV
On Sunday, April 8th, 1979,

Andrew Rakowsky was married to
Miss Iris Fried.

Mr. Rakowsky is the son of
Seymour and Pearl Rakowsky, and
the nephew of our devoted Trustee,
Raya Zak, who is always prepared

Iris and Andrew Rakowsky

to assist our efforts on behalf of the
elderly, and her husband, Sheftel, a
member of our Board of Directors,
for many years. Mr. Zak was a well-
known actor of the Yiddish stage
and administrator of the Yiddish
theatre, Folksbiene.

Andy is currently a night student,
going for his Bachelor of Science
degree in Marketing and Business
Administration. He is a Customer
Service Representative for the New
York Telephone Company.

Iris is a Product Analyst in the
Marketing Department of a com-
puter corporation. She has her
Bachelor of Arts degree in Speech
Pathology.

The Bialystoker Center and
Home wishes the families of the
newlyweds much nachas from them.

CONGRATULATIONS

On May 4th, 1979, Bette Fawn
Fried became engaged to Arthur
Goldglantz.

Miss Fried is the daughter of our
devoted Directors and supporters,
Leon and Frieda Fried.

The wedding is being planned for
Thursday, November 22nd, 1979.

The officers of the Bialystoker
Center and Home congratulate the
engaged couple and their parents
and look forward to their future hap-
piness.
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ROSH HASHANAH AND
YOM KIPPUR SERVICES

Our beautiful synagogue will once
again be the scene of High Holiday
services to be held Friday night,
September 21, Saturday and Sun-
day, September 22 and 23, 1979 —
Rosh Hashanah. Yom Kippur ser-
vices will commence Sunday night,
September 30 and continue Mon-
day, October 1, including Yizkor.
Yizkor will also be recited on
Shemini Atzereth, Saturday, Oc-
tober 13.

We invite our neighbors and
friends to participate with us at
these High Holiday services as well
as daily and on Sabbath. Worship-
ping with our elderly can only
enhance the dignity of these solemn
holy days.

CHANUKAH

We will celebrate Chanukah with
our traditional party and concert on
Sunday, December 16. Following
custom, members and friends will
kindle menorahs in remembrance of
the miraculous survival of the Jews
despite Hellenistic persecution.

For further details, please consult
the invitations we will be mailing to
you.

ANNUAL BAZAAR

The Bialystoker Ladies Auxiliary
is sponsoring our Annual Bazaar,
opening on Saturday evening,
December 1, 1979, continuing on
Sunday and Monday, December 2
and 3. The Bazaar will reopen
Saturday night, December 8 and
continue through Sunday,
December 9.

We derive a major source of in-
come from the Annual Bazaar. Our
Ladies Auxiliary donates all funds
raised to the Home.

The success of the Bazaar de-
pends upon contributions of
merchandise. We appeal to everyone
for whom it is possible to donate
items to our Bazaar. You may

JUR INS

deliver the merchandise yourself or
we will arrange to pick it up. Please
do not wait!

Once again the very capable
Harold Talin will be this year’s
Bazaar Chairman.

BIALYSTOKER CENTER
AND HOME TO CONDUCT
ANNUAL THEATRE BENEFIT
AT AVERY FISHER HALL ON
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 16th

As has been its tradition for many
years, the Bialystoker Center, Home
and Infirmary for the Aged will hold
its Theatre Benefit on Sunday,
September 16, 1979, 2:00 P.M., at
Avery Fisher Hall of Lincoln Center.

The show, titled “The Song of
Peace”, in honor of the Israel-Egypt
Peace Treaty, will be produced by
Ada Einhorn of Encore Artists. The
following will be the guest
peformers:

Jackie Mason, the master of fun
and the only comedian to create a
unique brand of entertainment.

Heman Malamood, the leading
opera star at the City Center and
well-known cantor, will delight the
audience with his superb renditions.

Claire Barry of the internationally
acclaimed Barry Sisters, known for
her enchanting music and glamour.

Mary Soreanu, the international
Jewish singing star, who offers songs
in Yiddish, English and Hebrew.

A full orchestra will give a concert
and will accompany the stars.

Tickets to the show will still be
available in the lobby of Avery
Fisher Hall at a special table man-
ned by our committee.

MEMBERSHIP DUES
REMINDER
At the end of 1979, our office will
send out statements for membership
dues for the coming year. We ask all
our members kindly to send in their
membership dues promptly.

0F

ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP
MEETING — PURIM PARTY

We wish to announce to all of
our members that the Annual
Membership Meeting will take place
on Sunday, March 2nd, 1980 at the
Bialystoker Center and Home, 228
East Broadway, New York, N.Y. At
this meeting, the general
membership will have the oppor-
tunity to vote for a slate of Board of
Directors for 1980-81.

* k%

At the same time, our Purim Party
will take place. A lovely program
featuring talented artists will be
presented. Our audience will enjoy,
as in the past, music and singing, as
well as traditional Purim delicacies,
such as hamentashen, and other tasty
dishes.

LOOKING FOR A PIANO

Anyone who has a piano in good
condition who would care to donate
it to the Bialystoker Home, is kindly
asked to do so. Our present piano is
in poor working order and needs to
be replaced. We appeal to our
members and friends to do whatever
is possible in this connection.
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To Bernard Kaganowski, our
Director, who has been ill for a long
time and is making slow progress.

To Dr. Albert Goldfarb, son-in-
law of our esteemed Directors,
Alfred and Nettie Stern, who is ill.

To Louis Zibulski, stepfather of
our director, Bella Kaye, who is very
ill. He is one of the oldest survivor’s
of the concentration camp.

To Elly Berger, our good friend
and supporter, who was ill and
hospitalized.

We wish them a refuah shleimah,
a complete and speedy recovery
from illness. May they be restored to
sound health.
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On June 12th we were invited by
the Home of the Sages (whose resi-
dents are invited to all the perfor-
mances in our Home) to join them in
a trip to the Central Park Zoo.

OUR RESIDENTS AS POETS

The poetry workshop, led by poet
Shelly Messing, began with poetry
readings, progressing to group and
one-to-one poetry writing, and
resulting in several people writing
poems on their own. Some of Shel-
ly’s pupils had written poetry before,
like Helen Weinstein; others had
written stories but not poems, like
Celia Heitler. Still others claim that
this is the first time in their lives they
tried to write anything besides a let-
ter. Some day soon we hope to com-
pile a booklet of “Bialystoker Home
Poems”. Meanwhile, here is a
sampling:

WRITTEN TO MUSIC
I feel relaxed
When it’s low and quiet
When it jumps up high
I listen, too
It’s a band of music
by Tessie Schwartz

MEMORY POEMS

I came from a small town in Austria
I lived in a private little house
With my mother, my step-father
In a room and a half

It had nice red flowers

I used to water them

When it was raining, I took them out
I had four windows

All the windows had flowers in them

We didn’t have water in the house
You had to go to the lake to drink
water
We had to walk down the hill to get
water
From the lake, and it was pretty
hard
My step-father was an old man
Two people held each edge of a stick
With the water on top of the stick
We had a barrel in the little
kitchenette
We kept the water in

by Pauline Abel

Why did you make me love you
Why did you make me understand
Why did you stay around me
And promise a future so grand
Why, oh why, did you deceive me
And promise we would never part
Oh honey, why did you leave me
Only to break my heart

by Helen Wenstein

JOE FRANKLIN AND A GROUP
OF STARS ENTERTAIN
BIALYSTOKER HOME
RESIDENTS

The residents of the Bialystoker
Home were treated to an unusual
afternoon of entertainment on Tues-
day, July 31st, 1979, with the guest
appearance of television personality
Joe Franklin and a group including
singers, comedians and musicians
associated with him.

Mr. Franklin agreed to appear
at our Home in response to an in-
vitation extended to him by Daniel
Lemkin, a leading officer of the
Wolkowisker Society, who is a good
friend and supporter of our
organization.

One of the entertainers was Mr.
Lemkin’s young son, Benjamin, who

Benjamin Lemkin

has a very promising future as a

singer.
Our own Cantor Harry
Feinberg, Executive Director,

brought cheer to the residents with
his own singing rendition.

Joe Franklin is a warm-hearted
man who has started many impor-
tant figures in the entertainment
field on their way to stardom. To
enumerate them would be tan-
tamount to a listing of “Who’s Who
of Show Business.”

When he interviews enter-
tainers on radio or TV, or appears in
person with clippings from his film
library, he brings back the nostalgic
and happy memories of “the good
old days.” Not only the older
generation, but youngsters enjoy Joe
Franklin’s true stories and
reminiscences of plays and per-
sonalities that might have been
forgotten if he did not keep alive the
memories of those “‘golden years.”

But the “King of Nostalgia™
does not live in the past. His TV
program with guests from all walks

Joe Franklin

of life represent a cross section of
what is of interest and importance in
the world of today. They are rele-
vant people who are making con-
tributions to American life. Most are
authorities in their fields.

We thank Joe Franklin and
Company for being so gracious and
concerned about our residents.

* * *

On Sunday morning, April 19, at
12:30 AM on radio channel WOR-
AM, Mr. Franklin commented on
his appearance as the emcee of the
entertainment he and his group
provided for the residents of our
Home. He thanked our officers for
the warm reception, marveling at
the excellent condition of our
facilities and the wonderful care the
residents receive.
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OUR HOME AND ITS
ACTIVITIES FOR THE
RESIDENTS

CULTURAL WORKSHOPS
AND RESIDENCIES

For the last two years, AJC-
CETA and HAI-CETA have
provided us with concerts, plays,
dance performances, mime and pup-
pet shows. Most of our residents had
little previous contact with the per-
forming arts so all these perfor-
mances opened up new horizons for
them. They began to discuss the dif-
ference between the theatre of today
and the Yiddish Theatre of Second
Avenue which some of them had at-
tended in the past. They compared
modern dance with wedding dances
they remembered from their youth.
They are slowly becoming a
knowledgeable and discriminating
audience. However, the workshops
and the “Artists in Residence”
programs (an individual or group
assigned to our Home for periodic
appearances) provided by the two
organizations mentioned above,
benefited the residents even more
than the entertainment.

After several sessions of the
Musical Theatre ensemble, (singers,
dancers and musicians performing
at our Home twice a month for two
months) a rapport was established
between the artists and the
audience. Residents felt free to ask
for Jewish songs or suggest the
program for the next session.

OUR RESIDENTS AS DANCERS

The two consecutive dance
workshops were adapted to the
needs and capabilities of the partici-
pants and gave them the oppor-
tunity to move to music. The profes-
sional dancers also encouraged staff
to continue the workshops on an
ongoing basis.

The AJC-CETA music residency,
on a once-a-week basis, has so far
brought us Carol Freeman and her
Jewish folk songs, the Klezmer
ensemble, the Woodwind quintet,
Ladino songs by Carol and Michael
Alpert and the Ben Gurion string

quartet. Carol also works once a
week on the SNF floors and en-
courages audience participation.

PURIM PARTIES

This year Purim celebrations
began on March 4th with a party
sponsored by the EST group. There
were musicians, singers, dancers,
magicians and clowns who elicited
audience particpation. It was a
festive, warm party with lots of
Hamentashen for all. The clowns,
dressed in extravagant costumes,
went to all the floors to reach people
who did not come to the party. They
delighted the patients with tricks,
jokes and balloons. On March 5th
the residents began to make
costumes and decorations for the
yearly Purim pageant held on
March 13th. The pageant was en-
joyed by both participants and
audience and so were the delicious
refreshments.

PEACE TREATY CEREMONIES

On March 26th, the administra-
tion and staff joined the residents in
the auditorium to watch the Israel-
Egypt peace signing ceremonies on
television. This was followed by
greetings, comments, Israeli songs
and refreshments.

OTHER PARTIES
CELEBRATIONS

There were many parties with ap-
propriate refreshments, audience
participation, flowers and presents
when indicated:

Volunteer appreciation party on
March 26th

Yearly Hometz party on April 9th

Israel Independence Day on May
8th with a talk by Mr. Rybal and
songs by Cantor Feinberg

Mother’s Day on May 14th with
songs by Rabbi Kronick

Lag B’Omer on May 15th with
entertainment by the Kindergarten
class of Yeshivah Konvitz of the East
Side Torah Center

Father’s Day on June 13th

AND

by Mifa Rogoff, Activities Director

Independence Day on July 4th
Welcome to new residents on July
11th

ENTERTAINMENT FEATURES

“Charlie Brown” musical by the
Rainbow Company of Intermediate
School 70 on May 6th.

HAI-CETA “Musical Theatre
Ensemble” on April 27th, May 11th,
June 8th and June 22nd

Scotti Rhodes, singer on March
18th

Cheryl Taylor, singer on April 1st

Zita Finkelstein, pianist on April
3rd

Jacqueline Lesperance, operatic
singer on April 29th

Dennis Sparaccino,
May 13th

Celestine Massey, singer on June
14th

Marcia Stein, singer on July 15th,
plus the weekly concerts by the AJC-
CETA

singer on

RESIDENTS OUTINGS

On June 10th we participated in
the Lower East Side Jewish Festival,
sponsored by the Educational Al-
liange and about fifty other Jewish
organizations. Due to the central
location of the Home, (the festival
was held on East Broadway between
Montgomery and Rutgers Streets)
our residents felt and acted as hosts.
They told anecdotes about life on
the Lower East Side to anyone who
would listen. They invited people
who were tired to rest in the Home’s
garden and they exhibited their
crafts. Several residents were inter-
viewed and appeared on television.
The huge photo display of the evolu-
tion of the Home (and of the Lower
East Side) from the day it opened 48
years ago to the present day at-
tracted crowds of spectators.

On June 11th we went to the
ILGWU concert at Lincoln Center
where our residents had the oppor-
tunity to see the Jeffrey Ballet, hear
Ginetta LaBianca and see the
famous mime, Boris Amarentov.
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A PROFILE OF OUR VOLUNTEER |
NICK DITIZIO

It is not often that one encounters a human being
like Nicholas Ditizio. Known more familiarly as Nick, he
has endeared himself to all of our residents, staff and
anyone else having the privilege of dealing with him.

Working on a volunteer basis Mondays through
Thursdays, Nick is mainly involved in our Activities
Department. He assists the regular activities staff in
preparing arts and crafts items, such as sewing and
weaving materials, for the residents to make things such
as pillows, scarves, aprons, place mats, cut-out dogs,
and many other attractive products. Once a month, staff
members from Activities work with certain residents in
preparing a luncheon for the patients which includes
eggs, tunafish, tomato salad, egg noodles and cheese.

i

Nick Ditizio

Nick Ditizio will be found helping in this important ef-
fort as well, which exposes former housewives to cook-
ing, from which they have become estranged as residents
of a geriatric facility.

During the spring and summer months, when the
weather is nice, many residents sit out in our beautiful
garden. Nick can also be found at these times bringing
cheer to our elderly people with his kindly manner, his
soft spoken words and, most of all, his dedicated spirit
which makes each and every resident of our Home feel
that he is almost like their son, doting over them with his
interest and his concern. While Nick talks to the resi-
dents, he is at the same time performing a vital task of
reality awareness, when he gets them to focus on current
events, increasing food prices, the crime situation and
the energy crisis. Our aged love to be reminded of the
past and enjoy keeping in touch with the present. Nick
understands this and helps the other professional
members of the staff keep these patients in touch with
reality.

Who is Nick Ditizio? Where did he develop this
singular ability to relate to the elderly in such a warm
and a compassionate fashion? While he has been as-
sociated with the Bialystoker Home since 1975, Nick’s

dedication to his elders goes back to his relationship
with his mother and father. Born in lower Manhattan in
1909 to an Italian family which emigrated to the United
States just five years earlier, Nicholas Ditizio was the se-
cond of three children. Because of circumstances, it fell
upon him to support and take care of his father and
mother since he was 19. He knew what poverty meant
and endured the Depression of the 1930’s with as much
fortitude as he could muster. He worked hard to eke out
a living not just for himself, but also for his aging
mother.

When his mother passed away in 1961, Nick found
that he was alone. But he vowed that he would spend the
remainder of his time on behalf of people who could use
him, who would appreciate his friendliness and his
humanity.

And that is what Nick Ditizio has been doing
almost on a daily basis since 1975. A resident of the
Lower East Side, no weather is too severe for him to put
in a full day at the Bialystoker Home. ““I feel so terrific at
the close of the day, that I could put in another full day
bringing cheer to these people,” says Mr. Ditizio.

We at the Bialystoker Home feel very fortunate in
having such an extraordinary man as Nick Ditizio
devoting his time to our Home and its residents. We look
forward to his continuing his wonderful work.

BIALYSTOKER CENTER AND HOME
WELCOME CHAIM AND GITEL
FAILENBOGEN FROM ARGENTINA

Chaim Failenbogen from Buenos Aires, Argentina,
brother of our Executive Director, Cantor Harry
Feinberg, recently visited our Center and Home,
together with his wife, Gitel. They were the guests of
Mr. Feinberg and his wife, Gertrude. _

Mr. and Mrs. Failenbogen were warmly received
by our General Secretary, Izaak Rybal, Rabbi Lowell S.
Kronick, Chaplain, as well as by his brother, Mr.
Feinberg, our Executive Director. They were shown the
facilities of the Bialystoker Home, including our modern
dental and podiatry clinics, our Helath Related and
Skilled Nursing facilities, as well as the other depart-
ments providing various services to our elderly residents.
The Failenbogens were extremely impressed with the
high qualtiy patient care, the up-to-date services and the
immaculate condition of our building.

Mr. Failenbogen is the Treasurer of the Bialystoker
Center in Buenos Aires. Mrs. Failenbogen is active in
their women’s group.

Shortly after his visit to our Center and Home, Mr.
Failenbogen was unfortunately taken ill and required
hospitalization in New York City. He was therefore un-
able to attend our Closing Meeting and Installation of
Officers on Sunday, June 10th, 1979, at which he and
Mrs. Failenbogen were slated to be guests of honor. His
wife, however, represented him at this function.

Upon recovering from his illness, Mr. Failenbogen
promised to convey his very favorable impressions of our
institution to his colleagues at the Bialystoker Center in
Buenos Aires. We wish him and Mrs. Failenbogen good
health and much nachas from their wonderful family.
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BETH SHALOM — PEOPLES TEMPLE
Bay Parkway and Benson Avenue, Brooklyn, N.Y.

Dear Mr. Schachter:

I’d like to take this opportunity to thank you for
having Mrs. Bertha Mandelkern lead our group through
the area yesterday. As you know our group consists of
refugees from the Soviet Union. Mrs. Mandelkern’s
fluency in Russian made her an ideal guide for the trip.
Her interest and sensitivity to the unique Jewish
background of the group heightened their enthusiastic
response to the venture. She very kindly responded to all
the questions of the participants, providing information
on Jewish life that they so strongly desire.

Our group will serve as a model for future outreach
programs providing Jewish education and cultural ac-
tivities to Soviet immigrants. The Lower East Side pos-
sesses a vital force both in its past and present involve-
ment with American Judaism. Your cooperation al-
lowed us to share this vibrant community with the Soviet
Jews. Thank you again for your cooperation.

Sincerely,
Susan Block
Director, Outreach Project

July 13, 1979
Dear Rabbi Kronick:

I wish to thank you again for your marvelous sup-
port during our crisis. I hope it will be a source of some
gratification to you to know that we were all truly
impressed with your insights and I am still mildly (and
pleasantly) surprised by the great degree of comfort and
support I was able to obtain from our exchanges.

I haven’t forgotten the invitation to visit the Home.
I look forward to meeting with you in the near future.

Sincerely,
Bruce Berger, M.D.

( Editor’s note: Dr. Bruce Berger is the son of our late Vice-
President, Jack Berger.)

United Jewish Council of the East Side
235 East Broadway
New York, N.Y. 10002

April 30, 1979
To the Editors:

As Chairman of the Passover Committee, I would like to
take this opportunity to thank you personally, as well as
convey the thanks of the other members of the commit-
tee and the seder participants, for the Bialystoker Center
and Home’s generous donation to the United Jewish
Council Passover Fund.

This has been the 7th consecutive year that the UJC has
sponsored Passover sedorim for the elderly, lonely, and
poor of the Lower East Side.

Passover ’79, as in the past years, has been a tremendous
success in that we served approximately 460 meals.
Those who attended convey their blessings and thanks
for the mitzvah you have enabled them to fulfill.

We look forward to your continued support of this
worthy endeavor.
Sincerely,
Meyer Nochlin, Chairman
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WELCOME TO

MR. & MRS. NATHAN STARR {
OF CENTURY VILLAGE |
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On Thursday, July 19th, 1979, we had the pleasure
of greeting Nathan and Mildred Starr of Century Village
in West Palm Beach, Florida.

Mr. and Mrs. Starr customarily visit our home ap-
proximately once a year, donating an Israel Bond they
purchase in the Home’s name. Both of them are warm,
friendly and outgoing individuals, impressing everyone
with their humor, intelligence and charitable spirit.

Nathan Starr was born in Kuznice, a small town
near Bialystok, in 1893. Arriving in the U.S. in 1906 with
his mother, two sisters and another brother, the family
settled on the Lower East Side where Mr. Starr’s father,

B

Mildred and Nathan Starr

previously arriving in 1903, set up an apartment for
them. Receiving his schooling at the Educational Al-
liance, he went to work at the age of 1412, also going to
night school.

In 1925, he married the former Mildred Diamond,
and their marriage has lasted happily for 54 years.

The Starrs have two children, Stanley W. and
Martin D., who visited our Home a while ago and were
greatly impressed with what they saw. In addition, Mr.
and Mrs. Starr have two daughters-in-law, Betty and
Grace, and two grandchildren, Katy and Debby.

The Starrs are active in other organizations in-
cluding the Anti-Defamation League of B’nai B'rith, the
Zionist Organization of America, Hadassah Women,
HIAS, the American Jewish Congress, and a Yiddish
Culture group at Century Village. The Starrs had
previously lived in New York, before moving to West
Palm Beach.

We wish Nathan and Mildred Starr many more
healthy and happy years together. They are a wonderful
couple whom we deeply admire.

S ’~ N
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Become Members of the Bialystoker Center
and Home for The Aged
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THE WHITE HOUSE
Washington
March 14, 1979

Mr. Leon Silverberg
Bialystoker Home for the Aged
228 East Broadway

New York, New York 10002

Dear Mr. Silverberg:
Recently an article you wrote came to my attention.

Your “Memories of a Newsboy’ remind us all of our
humble beginning, how some things in life were better
then, though harder, and how much the world has
changed since the late 1800’s.

I am proud of your contribution during those difficult
years, and your determination and pride in self and
family to help those in your family.

Rosalynn and I wish you good health. Thank you for
sharing your wisdom and your nostalgia with us and the
many others privileged to reminisce with you.
Sincerely,
Jimmy Carter

(Leon Silverberg is a resident of our Home since 1972 and is cur-
rently 97 years old.)

Conference on Folklore in New York City
Hunter College — CUNY
695 Park Avenue
New York, N.Y. 10021

June 10, 1979
To the Editors:

On behalf of the Conference on Folklore in New York
City, I wish to thank you for conducting a most in-
teresting tour of the Bialystoker Center and Home For
the Aged, for the group of scholars and students who
visited the Center during a tour of the Lower East Side.
We were all impressed with the warm, pleasant at-
mosphere of the Center and Home, and with the Jewish
cultural and religious values your organization repre-
sents. We especially wish to thank the residents of the
Home for graciously taking the time to chat with us and
for making us feel welcome.

Our visit to the Center and Home on May 20 was truly
an important highlight of the Conference on Folklore in
New York City!
Sincerely,
Toby Blum-Dobkin

June 1, 1979

To the Editors:
Last year when our mother, Ruth Weinstein,
entered the Home, little did we know what marvelous
care she would receive. In a short time we knew she was

LETTERS TO OUR EDITORS

@4

right when she insisted that it was the Bialystoker Home
where whe wanted to spend her remaining years, having
been a good member and supporter of the Home and
Ladies Auxiliary for many years.

The food, the care, the cleanliness, and the loving
atmosphere all contributed to make her stay at the
Home, albeit unfortunately a short one, a fulfilling one.

The care and interest shown by the adminstration,
Miss Lookretis, Director of Nursing Services and her
staff, Mrs. Skorka and her Food Services Department,
Mrs. Essin and many others will always be appreciated
by us.

Let us hope that you will be able to continue the
good work you have done for the aged and the sick.

Sincerely and gratefully,
Irving and Pauline Weinstein

Warsaw Ghetto Resistance Organization
871 Seventh Avenue, New York, N.Y. 10019

10 May 1979
To the Editors:

Thank you for your very kind letter of April 23, 1979,
written in the name of the Bialystoker landsmanschaft. 1
would like to assure you that your comment about our
Commemoration is highly appreciated, as an enormous
amount of effort each year is devoted to this event.

I should also like to respond to your suggestion concern-
ing representation of Bialystok in our candle lighting
ceremony. I fully agree with you that Bialystok should
be mentioned and be represented, and you may be cer-
tain that the role of the Jewish people in Bialystok in
resisting the Nazi oppression is well known to us and is
equally highly valued and respected.

While we did not include Bialystok this year, we could
see to it that it is included in the next Commemoration.
It would be very useful if at an appropriate time you
would remind us about this matter.

Very truly yours,
Benjamin Meed, President

July 1, 1979
To the Editors:

I want to take this opportunity to express to you my
sincere appreciation for the kind words of recognition
you bestowed upon me in the last issue of the Bialystoker
Stimme.

Both Rose and I were deeply moved by your generous
praise, and we humbly accept it as a reminder that we
must continue to serve with all our strength the causes of
Judaism, Zionism, and the Bialystoker Center and
Home for the Aged.

Fraternally yours,
Charles Schwecher
Chairman, Board of Governors
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TEL AVIV MAYOR SHLOMO LAHAT

PAYS VISIT TO BIALYSTOKER HOME

T T T Lo T T L s

The residents of the Bialystoker Home enjoyed an
unusual treat with a visit by Mayor Shlomo Lahat of Tel
Aviv in March, 1979.

Mr. Lahat, accompanied by his wife and son, Harold
M. Jacobs, President of the United Jewish Council of the
East Side, and other officials from New York City, who
were touring the Lower East Side, was introduced to our
residents in the dining room while they were having
lunch by our General Secretary Izaak Rybal. A month
earlier, in February, when Mr. Rybal, our President
Sam Solasz, and Mr. Yedidia L. Hamburg participated
as delegates to the World Federation of Polish Jews
Convention in Israel, they met Mayor Lahat who men-
tioned that he would be visiting New York in March.

Mayor Shlomo Lahat

They invited him then and there to drop in on the
Bialystoker Home when passing through the Lower East
Side.

Mr. Lahat’s presence in New York was prompted
by the need to raise funds for Hatikvah, a section of Tel
Aviv targeted for urban renewal and renovation.

Our residents were thrilled when Mayor Lahat ad-
dressed them in Yiddish, expressing his best wishes to
them and bringing greetings from the people of Israel.
Our dining room and the hallways of our Home came
alive with the din of animated conversation between the
mayor and the residents.

The Bialystoker Center and Home prides itself on
being deeply involved with the State of Israel and its ad-
vancement. It was indeed a privilege and an honor to
have Tel Aviv Mayor Shlomo Lahat as our guest.

-_— e

THANKS TO ROSE KASS

We express our sincere appreciation to our
Honorary Vice-President, Mrs. Rose Kass. Although
she lives near her daughter in Portland, Maine — so far
away — her interest in our elderly continue unabated.
She always expresses her generosity on every occasion
and holiday.

May the Almighty bless her, her daughter, and the
other members of her family with a healthy and happy
New Year.

GREETINGS TO THE
DAVID J. GOLDBERGS IN MIAMI

David J. and Rose Goldberg, respectively the
Honorary Chairman of our Board of Directors and
Honorary Vice President, reside in Miami Beach,
Florida. Nonetheless, they continue their active,
charitable support of the Bialystoker Home. Many times
they have said that this institution remains close to their
hearts and despite the great distance separating them
from us, they will always do whatever they can to assist
our cause.

There are many members of our Center and Home
living in the south Florida area. We consider Mr. and
Mrs. Goldberg our ‘‘good-will ambassadors” to this
“Bialystoker colony”. We would like to take this oppor-
tunity to wish Dave and Rose Goldberg a healthy, hap-
py New Year.

* * *

To our members and friends in the Miami area and
nearby communities, the officers of the Bialystoker
Center and Home extend hearty wishes for a joyous and
peaceful New Year. We hope that when in New York,
you will visit our Center and Home.

N OC_"9

VISITORS AT THE
BIALYSTOKER HOME

Recently, we enjoyed a visit to the Bialystoker
Center and Home by our devoted members, Abe and
Estelle Gordon, of Miami Beach, Florida. Mr. Gordon
was formerly the Vice-Chairman of our Board of Direc-
tors, and Chairman of our Building Committee. His in-
volvement in our Home goes back to his late father,
Philip Gordon, who was one of the builders of this in-
stitution.

Although they live far away from us, the Gordons
nevertheless maintain their active interest. They are fre-
quently in touch with us by mail and occasionally pay us
a personal visit, like this last time.

We extend our best wishes to Mr. and Mrs.
Gordon, hoping that they will carry on their good work
on our behalf for many years to come.

WN_O0C _~9

BENNY ZABLE, SON OF
BIALYSTOKER IN AUSTRALIA,
TO DISPLAY PAINTINGS IN NEW YORK

In July, we had the pleasure of a visit from Benny
Zable, son of our Bialystoker landsman in Australia,
Meyer Zable and grandson of the well-known and
delightful newspaper salesman, the late Biszke
Zabludowski.

Mr. Zable is in the United States on a nine-month
tour during which he intends to exhibit his numerous
paintings. He is also studying American art techniques.

We wish Benny Zable a successful visit to the
United States and send fond greetings to his father in
Australia.
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BIALYSTOKER
LADIES AUXILIARY

by Rose Finkelstein, President ;ssssss

After the banner year we had and our successful,
enjoyable closing meeting, I hope that you all had a
healthy and happy summer. I assume you are ready to
make the coming year even more successful than in the
past.

You demonstrated during the past year your in-
terest in the Ladies Auxiliary by coming to as many
meetings as possible regardless of the weather. This
holds true not only for members who reside on the
Lower East Side but also for many who have a long trip
to get to the Home. Hopefully this excellent attendance
will continue. If there is any question as to whether there
will be a meeting because of the weather, please call the
Home for information — 475-7755.

A few weeks before our closing meeting we had
nominations and elections of officers. The following peo-
ple were elected:

President — Rose Finkelstein
Vice Presidents — Helen
Zablowitz, Jean Gellis
Honorary Vice President — Ida Rosenblum
Recording Secretary — Rose Ecker

Financial Secretary and Treasurer — Ruth
Winston

Trustees — Hilda Sloyer, Fanny Erenthal, Dinah
Farber and Bella Nosoff

Sunshine Girl — Helen Sharron

Freiberg, Betty

These officers will be installed at our opening
meeting on Monday, September 10th, 1979, 12 noon. As
usual this will be a luncheon meeting and I look forward
to greeting you. You will be further advised by a mailed
notice. Please come to the meeting at the above date and
time whether or not you receive the notice.

As stated above, the closing meeting was enjoyed by
everyone. We honored Hilda Sloyer, Rose Ecker and
Fanny Erenthal for their devoted services above and
beyond the call of duty. I would also like to thank Helen
Sharron for her continued dedication on behalf of the
Home. A big thanks to Harold Talin, Chairman, and to
all our members for their generous donations and as-
sistance in running our Annual Bazaar. Letters are now
being sent to the companies which in the past have con-
tributed merchandise for the Bazaar. I hope the
response will be as good if not better than in the past.
However, I would like to remind our members again
that we would appreciate any merchandise which you
can secure from friends, relatives or local merchants.
The sooner we get the merchandise the better we can
plan to make this year’s Bazaar our best ever.

I invite you to share your suggestions with me about
how we can strengthen the Ladies Auxiliary even
further.

Let me wish you all a happy, healthy and
prosperous New Year. May there be peace in Israel.
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In the last issue of the Bialystoker Stimme, we an-
nounced that a major modernization program for our
building would be launched. We are pleased to report
that our main dining room on the second floor, in which
our Health Related Facility residents have their meals,
has been completely refurbished, thanks to a munificent
grant from Mrs. Edith Gering, and Messrs. Shelly and
Norman Gering, in memory of their husband and father,
George Gering. A large bronze plaque will be hung
above the entrance to the dining room in tribute to the
late Mr. Gering.

As one enters this ‘‘new’’ room, one is immediately
struck by the bright fluorescent lights recessed into the
ceiling. Smaller tables and chairs have taken the place of
the old long tables, thus affording more room and in-
timacy between residents during meals. New decorative
wallpaper and lovely curtains grace the walls of the din-
ing room. Modern floor heaters, less conspicuous than
their predecessors, are already in place. Attractive
cabinets for storing dishes and silverware, with formica
tops, have also been added to the decor, as will a new
refrigerator.

Because of these innovations, our central dining
room is now a more comfortable, attractive and con-
genial place for our residents.

Furthermore, the corridor between the kitchen and
the dining room has been repapered and brightened
with fluorescent lighting.
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* * *

The activities room-library and the physiotherapy
room located on our eighth floor have been fitted with
new venetian blinds. Our residents spend much of their
time during the day in these rooms.

* * *

As reported in the last issue, our third and fourth
residential floors have been illuminated with new
fluorescent lighting, thanks to grants by Mr. and Mrs.
Joseph Newman of Scarsdale, New York and our
Treasurer, Diana Medvedev. The upper Skilled Nursing
Facility floors have also been fitted with the new
lighting, rendering our residential and patient floors
bright and cheerful.

Additional areas of our building are also slated for
improvement. Our readers are encouraged to support
this effort generously. For further information, please
contact Mr. Rybal at 212-475-7755.

—_— -t

GUESTS FROM AUSTRALIA

In July, 1979, Malka and Tibi Weisz of Melbourne,
Australia, visited the Bialystoker Center and Home
while on a trip to the United States.

Mrs. Weisz is the daughter of the late Abraham
Ostroburski,a Bialystoker landsman, and activist in the
former Bialystoker Center in Melbourne, who passed
away two years ago.

Family members or anyone else who may have
known Mr. Ostroburski and would like to keep in touch
with his daughter and son-in-law, may write to them at
4 Isabella Court, Doncaster, 3108 Victoria, Australia.



September, 1979

BIALYSTOKER STIMME 15

HERMAN SCHWARZ, FRIEND AND SUPPORTER OF BIALYSTOKER HOME,

PERSONALLY TRANSPORTS TORAH FROM AMERICA TO ISRAEL

An old Torah, with a long history of 110 years, is
now returned to Israel, thanks to Herman Schwarz, a
good member and supporter of the Bialystoker Home, as
well as a personal friend of General Secretary Izaak
Rybal and Charles Schwecher, Chairman, Board of
Governors. The Torah will have its new home in a newly
founded synagogue, Congregation Ramot Zion in
Jerusalem.

Congregation Ahavath Achim, (Synagogue of
Brotherly Love) was founded 110 years ago in Brooklyn,
by a group of German immigrants who brought the
Torah with them from Europe, and was used for these
past 110 years, in their synagogue. Shortly after the pas-
sing of their late Rabbi Max Arzt, a Vice Chancellor of

Herman Schwarz carrying the Torah scroll

the Jewish Theological Seminary of America, the Board
of Trustees of Congregation Ahavath Achim voted that
this historic beautiful Torah, should be donated in
memory of Rabbi Arzt to Congregation Ramot Zion.

Congregation Ahavath Achim recently merged with
the Flatbush Jewish Center. Its worshippers pray at the
Flatbush Jewish Center. Mr. Schwarz was one of the
leading Board members of Congregation Ahavath
Achim to encourage the merger. The names of the two
synagogues are now connected.

Congregation Ramot Zion was founded in the sum-

mer of 1973 by a group of American immigrants who
lived in Ramot Eshkol. All the founding members were
deeply committed to Jewish tradition, and determined
to establish an appropriate Center to satisfy the religious
and cultural needs of their families.

The problems of finding an appropriate location
were difficult. They were finally resolved through the as-
sistance of the Jerusalem Muncipality when a piece of
land on French Hill was granted to establish a perma-
nent home for Congregation Ramot Zion. On November
1, 1977, a ground-breaking ceremony was held for the
new building.

Congregation Ramot Zion has depended entirely
upon the volunteer services of its members, and for-
tunately, the group is blessed with an unusually know-
ledgeable and talented membership. There are no
paid Rabbi, Cantor, Educational Director, Ba-al Kriah,
youth leader, or adminstrative director. All of these tasks
are undertaken on a voluntary and rotating basis. The
extent of this effort is best appreciated when one con-
siders the make-up of the congregation; the median age
is in the 30’s and all male members work at one or more
jobs, and almost all the women are working mothers.

One of the members of Congregation Ramot
Zion is Dr. Raphael Arzt, son of the late Rabbi Max
Arzt. Mr. Schwarz, a past President of Congregation
Ahavath Achim, and also a long time friend of the Arzt
family, was chosen to take the Torah to this new young
congregation in Israel. Mr. Schwarz, together with his
wife Doris, decided to deliver the Torah for the Pesach
Holiday when Mrs. Max Arzt was also in Israel visiting
with her son.

We congratulate Mr. Schwarz on his great mitzvah,
wishing him and his dear wife good health and hap-
piness.

PAUL CHOROWSKI GUEST OF HONOR
AT MIZRACHI BREAKFAST

Congratulations to Paul Chorowski who was the
Guest of Honor at a breakfast tendered by Samuel Spar
Chapter of Mizrachi Hapoel Hamizrachi. An overflow at-
tendance was the manifest evidence of appreciation for
the sincere and devoted activities of the honoree in so
many fields of Jewish endeavor. The guest speaker was
Rabbi Aaron Lichtenstein, who is Rosh Yeshiva of
Yeshivat Har Etzion. Rabbi Aaron Adler of Congrega-
tion Sons of Israel, Long Island City, was chairman of
the breakfast.

Become Members of the Bialystoker Center
and Home for The Aged




14 BIALYSTOKER STIMME

September, 1979

‘o

Rabbi Lowell S. Kronick installs Sam Solasz as President and Rubin Bindler as Honorary President.

(losing Meeting of Board of Directors and Installation of Officers

The Closing Meeting of our Board of Directors and
Installation of Officers took place on Sunday, June 10th,
1979, in a festive setting featuring beautifully decorated
tables and a cheerful audience filling the auditorium to
capacity. A fine dinner was prepared and served by our
own Department of Food Services.

General Secretary Izaak Rybal served as the
Chairman of this Installation. After opening remarks
and greetings, Mr. Rybal introduced Cantor Harry
Feinberg, Executive Director, who led the participants
in singing ‘‘Hatikvah™ and the ‘‘Star-Spangled Banner”’.

Mr. Feinberg’s brother, Chaim Failenbogen from
Buenos Aires, was supposed to have been an honored
guest at this occasion but was unexpectedly hospitalized
a week earlier. His wife, Gitel Failenbogen, represented
her husband.

Zalman Kolesnikow, a well-known actor and
raconteur who performed in the Yiddish Theatre in
Bialystok and later in many other countries all
over the world, entertained with humorous stories and a
dramatic recitation from a Sholem Aleichem play. Mr.
Kolesnikow, who lives in Paris, is the brother of our good
member, Riva Pytluk, and was in the United States to
attend Mrs. Pytluk’s daughter’s wedding.

The Installation of Officers began with our
Honorary President, Rubin Bindler, installing the fol-

Jack Berger Harry Feinberg

Rabbi L.S. Kronick

lowing for 1979-80: Jack Berger, Vice President; M.
Arthur Tarlowe, Vice President-Controller; Diana
Medvedev, Treasurer; Charles Schwecher, Chairman,
Board of Governors; Morris Molosofsky, Vice
Chairman, Board of Governors; Harold Morrow,
Chairman, Board of Directors; Yedidia L. Hamburg,
Vice Chairman, Board of Directors; Rose Finkelstein,
Jean Gellis, Sol Krim, Hyman Mann, Dora Mintz,
Jaime Schuchinsky, and Raya Zak as Trustees.

Vice President Jack Berger installed the following:
Izaak Rybal, General Secretary; Harry Feinberg, Ex-
ecutive Director; Yehoshua Schachter, Administrator;
Rabbi Lowell S. Kronick, Chaplain; Harold Talin, As-
sociate Controller. (Mr. Berger suddenly passed away
several days after the Installation. See pages 26-27 for
the obituary articles.)

Our Chaplain, Rabbi Lowell S. Kronick, installed
the following: Sam Solasz as President and Rubin
Bindler as Honorary President. Both gentlemen
delivered brief remarks in response to their installation.

Mr. Rybal then made an appeal for the Bialystoker
Center and Home to which the audience responded
most enthusiastically and generously. Cantor Feinberg,
accompanied at the piano by Sonya Eidus, delivered a
singing rendition which the assembly of officers, direc-
tors and supporters found most impressive.

Harold Talin Yehoshua Schachter |zaak Rybal

Jack Berger, Vice President, installed this group of officers.
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Lach as he is now, freeing them of the shackles of
political pressure which compel them to deny Benjamin
his parole every time.

* * *

Shortly after Benjamin’s parole was denied, he was
informed by Mr. Doug Blankenship, Chairman of the
Board of Advisors Outstanding Young Man of America
(OYMA), an affiliate of the U.S. Jaycees, that he was
selected as one of those outstanding people in 1979 to
receive this award. This selection is made in recognition
of an individual’s unusual achievements in seeking to
make his community a better place to live.

While in prison, Benjamin earned a BA degree in
Chemistry and a BS degree in Psychology. He has been
the Editor of the Texas prison residents’ monthly news-
paper, The Echo, since 1975. Under his editorship the
newspaper has been selected as the No. 1 penal publica-
tion in the nation (American Penal Press Contest, 1975
and 1978). Lach is active in several civic organizations
which include the Huntsville Walls Jaycees. He is also a
core member of the Transactional Anaylsis Study
Group, Chairman of the Jewish Fellowship, member of
the Psychology Scholarship Society, and in May, 1979,
was elected to the National Social Science Society.

When the fact of Benjamin’s award became known
and publicized in certain Texas newspapers, protests
were offered that a convicted murderer should be
designated an ‘“‘Outstanding Young Man of America”.

Subsequently, the U.S. Jaycees passed a resolution
withdrawing their endorsement of the “OYMA?”,
because Benjamin received this award.

It should be pointed out that two other inmates of
the Texas Department of Corrections received these
., awards in the past. They were permitted to retain their
honor.

We believe this is but another example of the dis-
criminatory treatment which Benjamin Lach has
received in a political environment particularly hostile to
him.

We further feel that there is nothing incongruous in
a young man, even having been convicted of murder,
receiving recognition for outstanding achievements in a
prison setting.

In the July 6th, 1979 edition of the Fewish Post and
Opinion, a letter to the editor by Benjamin Lach was
published, recounting Benjamin’s Jewish-Bialytoker
background and the events before, during and after his
arrest and trial. In the letter, Mr. Lach mentioned his
innocence and suggested that his being Jewish in a
Church of Christ town may have had something to do
with his plight. The letter stated that Mr. Rybal is
heading the effort to obtain his release.

Since the letter appeared, the Bialystoker Center
has received a number of inquiries from lawyers, rabbis
and other concerned citizens about the facts of the case
and whether they can offer any additional assistance.
Our Center is now in the process of forming a national
committee of lawyers and other interested parties across
the United States, which will plot future strategy for
winning Mr. Lach’s freedom. This major effort is being
undertaken in response to the persistent opposition by
the Lubbock prosecutors and in other quarters to Ben-
jamin’s parole. A meeting of the new committee is ex-
pected to take place shortly.

IRVING I. STONE, AMERICAN GREETINGS
CORPORATION CHAIRMAN AND BIALYSTOKER
DESCENDANT, RECEIVES HONORARY DOC-

TORATE FROM RABBINICAL COLLEGE

On Sunday, April 29th, 1979, Irving I. Stone,
Chairman of the Board of the American Greetings Cor-
poration, was awarded an Honorary Doctorate Degree
by the Rabbinical College of America at that institu-
tion’s National Founder’s Dinner.

It was brought to our attention several months ago
by our good friend, Mr. Max Ratner of Cleveland, that
Irving Stone is the son of a Bialystoker father, Mr. J.
Sapirstein, also of Cleveland. At that time, we contacted
Mr. Stone offering to send his father the Bualystoker Stim-
me on a regular basis which the latter would enjoy.
Subsequently, Mr. Stone sent us a generous donation,
expressing his appreciation for our interest in him and
his father.

In addition to his role as an activist on behalf of
Yeshiva education in America and in Israel, Mr. Stone is

Mr. and Mrs. Irving |. Stone

a devoted friend, a founder and a sponsor of Chabad
Houses for Jewish students on scores of campuses all
over America and particularly in Cleveland. These
campus houses introduce Lubavitch Chasidism to stu-
dents who seek a deeper identification with Judaism.
The Rabbinical College of America, located in Mor-
ristown, New Jersey, is an affiliate of the International
Lubavitch movement.

The Award Dinner was held at the Waldorf Astoria
in New York and along with Mr. Stone, Senator Daniel
Patrick Moynihan of New York was also awarded an
Honorary Doctorate.

The Bialystoker Center and Home in New York is
very proud that Irving I. Stone, prominent businessman,
philanthropist and activist for Jewish causes in the
United States and in Israel is a son of a Bialystoker fami-
ly and is imbued with the traditional Bialystoker
heritage of humanitarianism.

Become Members of the
Bialystoker Center and
Home for The Aged
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LATEST DEVELOPMENTS IN
% THE CASE OF BENJAMIN LACH

It all but appeared that Benjamin Lach would final-
ly be released from prison this year following his fourth
parole review. A new Parole Board was sitting in Austin;
a new State administration was in power under a new
governor. Moreover, a new District Attorney for Lub-
bock County, where the crime of which Benjamin was
convicted occurred, had no personal reason to oppose
Benjamin’s release as did his predecessors, former
District Attorney Blair Cherry and former Special
Prosecutor Alton Griffin. After all, they had invested
much energy and talent in putting Lach behind bars for
decades and in keeping him there despite his attempts to
win parole. The new D.A. had no such personal invest-
ment in this case.

Given these encouraging circumstances, the
Bialystoker Center and Home in New York, along with
Benjamin’s family and friends, launched an intensive
mail campaign to the new Texas authorities and to other
national political figures whose support might create a
more favorable disposition by the Parole Board to con-
sider this case. In fact, we received encouraging letters
from many of these individuals, expressing their concern
about Benjamin Lach and promising us they would in-
quire of the Texas Board of Pardons and Paroles as to
the status of the review.

The new Lubbock D.A., responding to our letter,
appeared to imply that he would not involve himself in
this matter either to Benjamin’s advantage or disadvan-
tage. In addition, our approaches to various members of
the Parole Board left us with the feeling that they would
be more objective in assessing Benjamin’s remarkable
rehabilitation record in prison. For all these reasons,
Benjamin Lach should have been freed by the Texas
Parole Board after eleven years of custody.

Instead, his parole was denied once again for the
fourth time. What happened? Why are Benjamin’s
strenuous efforts to convince the Texas authorities of his
worthiness to be a free, productive member of society
repeatedly rebuffed and why have our and his family’s
numerous attempts to win his release been disappointed
again and again?

Before we try to answer these questions, we should
reiterate that the Bialystoker Center and Home in New
York and his family have never accepted Benjamin’s
guilt nor do we believe that he was accorded all of his
constitutional rights at the time of his arrest, during his
interrogation by the authorities and even throughout his
trial, when we feel he was not adequately represented by
his original trial attorneys.

Nonetheless, the state and Federal courts ruled
against these arguments on appeal, thus placing the key
to Benjamin’s freedom in the hands of the Texas Board
of Pardons and Parole. In that tribunal, Benjamin is not
allowed to refer to his innocence of the crime; he may
only point out that he has been rehabilitated in the
Texas Department of Corrections. The frustrating and
difficult to understand attitude of the Board, under suc-

cessive administrations, has been that Benjamin’s
rehabilitation is beside the point. These officials refer to
the heinous nature of the crime and would have us
believe that this young man, a model prisoner, is beyond
redemption and rehabilitation. The only conclusion to
which we can come is that Benjamin Lach can do
nothing to win a parole release, unlike other prisoners
convicted of equally serious offenses who are paroled
upon presenting a good prison record.

While we cannot be certain of the Texas
authorities’ true motives for placing Benjamin in a non-
redeemable category, as it were, it is our impression that
certain religious prejudices may be involved. Consider
the following excerpts from an interview with Mr. Cher-
ry, in the Lubbock Avalanche Fournal of April 15th, 1979,
several weeks before the Parole Board was to make its
unfavorable decision:

Cherry said Lach was born in 1944 in a refugee
camp in the forests of Eastern Poland and lived in
camps for displaced persons until 1949. Examina-
tions, he said, suggest that circumstances of this
early life contributed to his emotional disturbance.

‘For the first five years of his life, he was an
Eastern European Jew trying to survive,” Cherry
said.

With his parents, he emigrated from Soviet con-
trolled Poland to Israel in 1949 and to the United
States and Tennessee in 1954.

‘It’s my understanding that as of the day of the
trial, his father was still unable to speak English,’
Cherry said.

‘You can understand the kind of disturbance
that anybody would have under those circum-
stances.

‘I feel sorry for him. There’s a lot of Benjamin’s
background that would tend to make you feel sorry
for him.’

These comments, appealing as they do to the
religious and ethnic biases of Texas citizens, suggest that
Mr. Cherry and his colleagues may well be motivated by
personal  prejudice against Benjamin’s  Jewish
background in so vigorously opposing his parole as
much as they are by concern for the public safety.

Once again Mr. Griffin, the Special Prosecutor,
made his annual pilgrimage to Austin, fiercely objecting
to the possiblity of Lach’s freedom. Griffin also met with
John Montford, the new man in the Lubbock District
Attorney’s office, after which the latter, who had
previously implied that he would not intervene, wrote a
strong letter of opposition to the Parole Board. One of
the new members of the Parole Board, who seemed to be
leaning in Benjamin’s favor, voted against him after this
frenzied campaign by the Lubbock law enforcement of-
ficials. The vise of political and possibly anti-Semitic
pressure tightened around the new members of the
Parole Board who were inclined to set Benjamin free.

While the Texas Parole Board remains the respon-
sible agency in this case, we are persuaded that it will
not recommend Lach’s parole as long as influential op-
ponents stand in his way. The Bialystoker Center,
therefore, has decided to approach the Anti Defamation
League of B’nai B’rith to investigate this opposition for
any anti-Semitic implications.

We hope and we pray that this new effort will
enable those on the Parole Board to deal with Benjamin
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MY RECENT VISIT TO BIALYSTOK
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The train from Warsaw stops in Bialystok shortly
after noon.

I can’t prevent my heart from accelerating its
cadence. What changed here since my last visit in 1969,
exactly ten years ago? I have but seven hours to look at
my old home in ulica Warszawska no. 85, just opposite
the “Amerikaners Fabric” 500 meters from the small
bridge over the Biala leading to Skorup and to visit our
old cemetery in Bagnowka, with the foolish secret hope
to find grandfather’s and grandmother’s tombs.

The railway station, the bridge crossing the
railroad, did not change; I knew it. The town, except the
main directions and streets, except the town-clock, the
Catholic Church and some other ‘“monuments”’, is en-
tirely new. I was prepared for the metamorphosis since
my trip in 1969. But at the time they didn’t touch “my”
street, “‘my’’ house that I could visit, enter ““my”’ flat and
have a chat with the Gentile who lived there.

From the “Stotseiger” I turn left in Sienkiewicza and
then right in Warszawska. Nice boys, they respect “my”’
part of Bialystok. Up to the old School of Commerce and
some steps beyond, the house where my friends, the
Lerners, lived, everything seems untouched — old and
neglected of course — but this is nobody’s fault. Many
years have passed. Suddenly, beyond the Lerners’ house
I can’t believe my eyes: a big area is covered with six and
eight-storied residential buildings and I am even unable
to find the approximate place of my old home. An old
woman passing cried: “Tell me, please, are you from
Bialystok?”’ I asked, “When did all this happen?” She
begins to weep. “Moj drogi panie, oni to wszystko rozbili 5 lat
temu; mielismy takie dobre domy. Gdyby nasi Jydzi wrocili to by
swego miasta nie poznali.” (““‘Dear sir, they destroyed all
this five years ago. We had such lovely houses here. If
our Jews came back, they wouldn’t recognize their
town.”)

We hailed a taxi driver near the Ratusz. “You know
the Jewish cemetery of Bagnowka?”’, I asked. “Yes,” he

by J. PROWALSKI (Paris) 1 .

answered, “But I cannot take you up there and no taxi
driver will, because the road is bad. You’d better take
the bus no. 3 to the Catholic cemetery and then go the
rest of the way by foot.”

Bus no. 3 is crowded with people. Everybody has
flowers and watering cans. I see tomorrow is a big Chris-
tian holiday, Holy Thursday, June 14th, 1979, and peo-
ple hurry to trim the flowers in the graves. An old
woman is heavily leaning on my shoulder. “Please, do
you know where the Jewish cemetery is?”’ “Oh, yes,”
she said, “‘Follow me across the Catholic cemetery and
you’ll find it beyond.”

The Catholic cemetery is huge, clean, and of recent
vintage, no grave older than 1970. It takes me half an
hour to cross it and no sign of what I am looking for. 1
question many people but the answer is invariably the
same. ‘‘Jewish cemetery? We don’t know, there is no
Jewish cemetery.”

What can I do? It is my last opportunity to be here.
I am very disappointed. I look hopelessly around and
suddenly I see a man polishing a tombstone and a young
boy pouring water under the grindstone. The small
engine makes an enormous noise. Close to the man’s ear
I cry out: “The Jewish cemetery!”’ Without stopping his
work, he turns to the boy: “Pokaz jemu cmentarz zydowsk:.”
(“Show him the Jewish cemetery”.)

It was two minutes away. A low broken wall of red
brick in many places continued by barbed wires
separated it from the proud and wealthy Catholic part.

A desolate view struck my eyes. Field and grass
with occasional heaps of stones helped each other to
maintain an inclined position. Rain and water erased
the inscriptions; you can only guess that they were
Hebrew. Was it because they were relatively recent or
marked in Polish? I don’t know, but here they are for
friends who will perhaps remember: “Anna Gdanska
1878-1933" and David Prenski 1854-1933”.

The new Bialystok is no more my home. I must hur-
ry to leave the place.

obtain third-party reimbursement. To this end, he wrote
many articles and gave lectures on this complicated sub-
Ject.

The growth of Loeb and Troper’s nursing home
clientele to some 50 homes is largely the result of his lec-
turing and writing articles. Serving on many committees
and attending numerous conferences, he made contact
with a host of public officials to whom he has ready ac-
cess in representing his clients. He currently serves on
the Technical Advisory Committee of the New York
State Department of Health for development of a un-
iform accounting manual for nursing homes. He is also
well known in New Jersey State government for clients
located there.

Phil, as he is known among us, is married to his
lovely wife, Tina, both of whom are the proud parents of
two young daughters, Adena Gila and Daniella Bat-
Zion. Mrs. Machnikoff holds a Masters degree in Jewish

History from Yeshiva University and was a history
teacher at the Yeshiva High School of Queens. She
serves on the Hebrew Advisory Board of the North Shore
Hebrew Academy, is a member of the Board of Directors
for the Youth Centers for Israel, North Shore Mikvah
Association and is Adult Education Chairman for Great
Neck Synagogue. Both Mr. and Mrs. Machnikoff have
thrust themselves into the mainstream of activity in the
Orthodox Jewish community of Great Neck where they
have lived for the past four years. He is also a member of
the Accountants Division of State of Israel Bonds.

The officers of the Bialystoker Center and Home for
the Aged deeply appreciate Phil Machnikoff’s invaluable
help as financial advisor during the past six years and
look forward to working even more closely with him in
the future.

We wish him success in bringing increased prestige
to Loeb and Troper and himself.
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A PROFILE OF OUR

ACCOUNTING CONSULTANT
PHILIP MACHNIKOFF

Nursing homes, like other institutions and agencies
subsidized by public funds, come under the jursidiction
of a maze of federal, state and local bureaucracies. The
Bialystoker Home is no exception and it is necessary on
a regular, frequent basis to submit detailed financial
reports of various kinds to these governmental depart-
ments so that our Medicaid reimbursement rate and
other sources of financing can be determined. Under-
standably, huge volumes of statistics must be compiled
by our Controller and the bookkeeping staff, under the
supervision and with the assistance of accountants with
expertise in nursing home funding.

Since 1973, Bialystoker Home has been most for-
tunate in obtaining the services of Loeb and Troper, a
well-known Certified Public Accounting firm, es-
tablished in 1919 and boasting a large number of homes,
hospitals and fund-raising organizations as clients.

Philip Machnikoff is the partner of the firm in
charge of auditing and appeals for nursing homes. He is
well known and respected by the Health Department of-
ficials in Washington, Albany, Trenton, New York City
and other seats of local government in the New York-
New Jersey area having responsibility for nursing
homes.

Regarding our Home, Mr. Machnikoff describes
his major role as ‘“‘making government agencies ap-
preciate the proper rate of reimbursement for the
Bialystoker Home”. Quite often, the New York State
Department of Health will issue a rate determination
which we feel is inadequate for the high quality of
patient care which our Home provides for its residents.
Phil Machnikoff is the one who reviews our rate calcula-
tions and carries out each step of the appeal process ex-
pertly with an amazing degree of success.

When he began working with our Home six years
ago, Mr. Machnikoff concluded that although we were
providing excellent care, we just were not getting a
proper level of reimbursement from Albany. He
proceeded to correct this situation by getting the State to
cooperate more with the Home so that we could con-
tinue our high standards of patient care, directing his
staff of accountants to explain to Medicaid auditors how
our accounting system operates.

Not only has Mr. Machnikoff assisted us in correct-
ly filling out the new State required RHCF-1 Statistical
Report, so that we could obtain the maximum allowable
rate of reimbursement for both our Health Related and
Skilled Nursing Facilities, but he also was instrumental
in convincing the Greater New York Fund to adopt the
Bialystoker Home as a recipient agency for its grants.
This is particularly satisfying to him because he felt it
important to demonstrate to the Greater New York
Fund the good things an orthodox Jewish institution can
do in the nursing home field.

Another source of funding which Mr. Machnikoff
was involved in attracting for our Home is the Federal

Philip and Tina Machnikoff

Comprehensive Employment and Training act (CETA),
which enables our Activities and other departments to
employ students as part of a work-study arrangement.
Their salaries are paid by the Federal Government; they
receive worthwhile training for future careers and our
Home derives the benefit of their assistance.

Philip Machnikoff considers himself not only our
accountant, but also as the Bialystoker Home’s consul-
tant for future growth. A young man, extremely bright
and particularly adept at forming excellent working
relationships with clients and bureaucrats alike, he has a
dynamic view of an accountant’s role in helping a Home
to reach ever higher plateaus of achievement in caring
for its patients.

Graduating City College of New York with a
Bachelor of Business Administration Degree in 1963, he
received his CPA Certificate in 1967 and is a member of
the New York State Society of Certified Public Accoun-
tants and the American Institute of Certified Public Ac-
countants. He was admitted as an International As-
sociate of the Israel Institute of Certified Public Accoun-
tants. He is also on the Nursing Home Committee of the
Hospital Financial Management Association, serving as
its Chairman from 1972 to the present.

Mr. Machnikoff lectures on Nursing Home Ac-
counting for the following groups: Columbia University
School of Public Health, United Hospital Fund,
Frederick Zeman Institute of the Jewish Home and
Hospital for the Aged, C.W. Post College, and the New
York University Masters Program in Public Health.

He served on the Distribution Committee of the
United Way of Nassau-Suffolk and is presently the
Treasurer of the Great Neck Synagogue and on the
National Board of Directors of the Union of Orthodox
Jewish Congregations of America and the North Shore
Hebrew Academy.

When asked how he became interested in nursing
homes, Mr. Machnikoff responded that because his
father had been a resident in a nursing home, he is more
sensitive to patient care rieeds. With the establishment of
Medicare and Medicaid in 1966, he saw that homes,
which had previously derived much of their financing
from private and charitable sources, would now need
help in conforming to government regulations in order to
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Standing in front of Acco, Israel, City Hall are (l. to r.) Moshe Zambar,
Chairman; Max Ratner, and Ray Kosloff, Manager of the plant.
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Electrochemical Industries Limited (Frutarom),
founded with the help of the Ratner Family, a large
company processing chemicals throughout Israel that
are used in manufacturing various commodities such as
food flavorings, imitation leather, floor tiles, door sidings
and windows, finished the last fiscal year with net profits
of 36 million Israeli pounds, 400 percent more than the
previous year. This was accomplished in spite of in-
creases in the price of energy and raw materials.

Moreover, an addition to this company was just
completed at a cost of 70 million dollars. The company
will export to foreign countries products valued at
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Manager Kosloff and Max Ratner in front of Frutarom plant.
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Manager Kosloff and Mark Ratner, son of Max Ratner. Mark is presently
doing research work at Hebrew University on sabbatical leave from
Northwestern University.

ISRAELI ELECTROCHEMICAL INDUSTRIES, FOUNDED
WITH THE HELP OF THE RATNER FAMILY

between 50 to 70 million dollars a year.

In light of these results, the company’s Board of
Directors will recommend the distribution of 15 percent
bonus shares on the company’s share capital. About 2/3
of the share capital of the company, recruited mainly
during the summer of 1977, was invested in the develop-
ment and construction of new installations.

In 1978 Israeli domestic demand had expanded, en-
suring greater utilization of existing installations. The
1978 growth of profits of this company were derived en-
tirely from these installations. When compared to
previous years, the profitability of the existing installa-
tions had improved greatly.

According to company projections the new installa-
tions, already completed, will increase even further com-
pany profitability and income on capital will also con-
siderably grow.

The Bialystoker Center and Home is very proud
that Mr. Max Ratner of Cleveland and his family are so
deeply involved in the Israeli Electrochemical In-
dustries, which heavily contributes to the Israeli
economy.

45 workers who have received special recognition after 15 years with
Frutarom. Max Ratner is the 5th from the left, front row.
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MAX RATNER, PROMINENT BIALYSTOKER LANDSMAN
AND INDUSTRIALIST, VISITS EGYPT
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On a recent four-day visit to Egypt, our good friend
and esteemed Bialystoker landsman, Max Ratner, con-
cluded that housing is the number one need in that
country, heading a list of basic goods and services re-
quired to bring it up to 20th century standards.

“It could take 50 years to catch up,” declared Mr.
Ratner, whose Egyptian tour was his second, the first
taking place 40 years ago. “Things haven’t improved
much since then!”

He does not believe Egypt has “even 10 percent of
the housing that’s needed.” He explained, “There is no
mortgage system there. Everyone must pay totally by
cash; however, there isn’t much cash. If a person gets
some money he puts up a wall; when he gets some more,
he puts up another wall . ..”

Max Ratner

While he was in Egypt, Ratner met with people
from the Egyptian housing ministry and also briefly met
again with President Anwar Sadat’s daughter’s father-
in-law, who is the biggest builder in Egypt and one of its
richest men. (The two had met previously at a dinner in
the United States shortly after the Egyptian-Israeli
peace accord.) Mr. Ratner and the builder’s aides dis-
cussed constructing a high-rise building in Egypt, but
the project is only in a preliminary stage and must be
worked through with the United States government.

“The U.S. Department of Commerce people in
Egypt are very willing to help, and our U.S. AID
program there is very fine, but we must wait and see,”
said Mr. Ratner. “‘From a practical viewpoint, it takes a
long time to get through the red tape. We’ll have to go to
Washington to see what’s what, and to explore the U.S.
policy towards underdeveloped countries.

“There is a lot of catching up to do and the Egyptian
people, a friendly people, are sincere in their hope for

2525e252525252525252525252525252525¢2

peace and tranquility in the Middle East. It can divert a
big expense which is presently spent for manpower,
military and war into the economic field which will help
to modernize its economy and bring it closer to world
standards for the good of Egypt itself and a model to be
followed by all its Arab neighbors.

“Israel, as well as Egypt, can benefit from the two-
way trade, knowhow and transport co-ordination, and a
Middle East Common Market could really be developed
for the good of themselves and peace throughout the
area.

“I hope they are all able to forget the prejudices and
work toward the practical approach to peace and
progress,” Mr. Ratner said.

Mr. Ratner was accompanied on the trip by his

Betty Ratner

wife, Betty, and Arielle Koslov, an Egyptologist from the
Cleveland Museum of Art, and her husband. The latter
met with government officials in charge of antiquities to
see what can be done to save ancient treasures which are
still in tombs, unguarded and uncared for, which are be-
ing destroyed and vandalized.

The Ratners had earlier worked with the museum
personnel who helped them mount their own dis-
tinguished exhibition of Israeli artifacts, ““The First Four
Thousand Years.”

Mr. Ratner was impressed with the tremendous
store of treasures crammed into one museum in Cairo.
“They could make four museums with what they have
there.”

From Cairo, Mr. Ratner flew to Israel via Athens,
and reports, “Israelis are very happy with peace. They
have 80 percent inflation, and the people are very busy,
still spending every nickel they have!”
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FROM THE DESK OF OUR CONTROLLER
HAROLD TALIN

It has always been a pleasure and an honor to hold
an elective office at the Bialystoker Center, Home and
Infirmary for the Aged.

Having occupied positions in this institution rang-
ing from a Trustee to Chairman of the Board of Gover-
nors, I have now been elected as your Controller.

I believe that this position is of the utmost impor-
tance. The duties of the Controller are to manage the
bookkeeping staff and to see that our accounting records
are in order at all times. Furthermore, all required
reports must be filed with the appropriate federal and
state agencies. It is also necessary that the cost of each
department be carefully determined and compatible
with our budget.

In my view, it is essential that the Controller be able
to report to the Board of Governors and Directors the
true financial status of this organization. We have a
hardworking, honest and competent staff working under

Harold Talin

the new administration who are instructed to record
faithfully all of our financial transactions. We must
never allow our finances to become a mystery, beyond
the reach of our Board and responsible officers.

At present I am pleased to report to you that our
financial condition is at its best, considering the
economy at large. It is also gratifying that our executive
officers including Mr. Rybal, Cantor Feinberg, Mr.
Schachter, Rabbi Kronick and I, although we have
separate areas of responsibility, are able to meet regular-
ly to discuss problems affecting the entire Center and
Home. Needless to say, all our endeavors are for the
benefit of the facility, the elderly residents and the needy
landsleit whom we serve.

My dear wife, Lorna and I, our children and the en-
tire Talinsky family wish you all a very peaceful, healthy
and happy New Year.

. JERRY MINK'S THOUGHTS
ABOUT YAMIT

Our devoted member and wonderful friend for
many years, Jerry Mink, lives in Yamit, a Jewish settle-
ment in the Sinai Desert. With the signing of the peace
treaty between Israel and Egypt, Yamit will ultimately
revert back to Egyptian sovereignty. Jewish settlers in
Yamit hold various views about the future of their settle-
ment.

In a letter to the Editor of the Jerusalem Post of June
24th, 1979, Mr. Mink wrote:

It is unfortunate that Lea Levavi limited her ex-
pression to such a short piece (“The ‘gimme’ men-
tality”” — May 24). The theme she espoused is, in
my opinion, at the root of the social and economic
problems in Israel today.

As President Kennedy said in 1960, ‘Ask not what
your country can do for you, but what you can do
for your country.’ This is lost on our people today.
I believe that is what the Democratic Movement
for Change was all about in the last election. It is a
pity that we lack the leadership at this point in
time to make this statement.

Here in Yamit, we are expressing the same men-
tality, instead of facing the problems of relocation,
as painful as they are. But in reality, the citizenry
is feverish about the amount of money they will
receive in compensation. They say they will never
get a chance like this again to get the government.
I and a few others, realists, idealists, or simpletons,
take your choice, are looked at as crazy.

While the Bialystoker Stimme does not wish to take a
point of view on this sensitive issue, we admire Mr.
Mink’s courage in expressing what must be an un-
popular minority view which gets to the heart of future
peace in the Middle East.

OUR ADMINISTRATOR DELIVERS INVOCATION
AT ANNUAL INSTITUTE ON THE AGING

On May 31st, 1979, Yehoshua Schachter, Ad-
ministrator of the Bialystoker Home and Infirmary for
the Aged, delivered the invocation at the luncheon
meeting of the New York State Association of Homes for
the Aged Annual Institute in Albany.

Mr. Schachter shared the dais with the New York
State Commissioner of Health, Dr. David Axelrod, and
other leading State officials.

Following the luncheon, a number of participants
at the Institute approached Mr. Schachter with con-
gratulatory comments about the content of his invoca-
tion which stressed the need for officials in nursing
homes to place the interests of the elderly residents
above all other considerations.

Philip Machnikoff, the partner of our accounting
consultants, Loeb and Troper, participated with Mr.
Schachter in many of the sessions at the Institute which
pertained to the future well-being of our Home and
other nursing facilities.
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Chaplain, Bialystoker Center, Home and Infirmary
for the Aged.

During the last two years, I went back to school, in
the evenings, after work. Its name is the Long Island In-
stitute for Mental Health, located in Rego Park, N.Y. In
September, 1977, 1 was admitted as a Fellow of
LIIMH’s Marriage and Family Counseling Training
Program. I am proud to announce that I received my
certificate as a graduate of this program in June, 1979.

Why did I take this course? My experience at the
Bialystoker Home during the past seven years has
taught me that a modern chaplain, working with clients
and their families, must be a pastoral counselor as well
as a clergyman. He needs to be well versed in the theory
and practice of psychotherapy, if he is to help these peo-
ple effectively.

Coping with old age is difficult, both for the elderly
patient and for the family. Many conflicting emotions
stand in their way as they strive to communicate, ex-
press love and concern, and attempt to face new situa-
tions. While the chaplain can comfort them with his
spiritual and compassionate ministrations, he cannot do
complete justice to his task without psychotherapeutic
skills. Often, a grasp of the underlying feelings and
motivations is the key to resolving their difficulties.

As the Chaplain of the Bialystoker Center and
Home, I am approached by people of all ages,
backgrounds and walks of life. Sometimes they need me
to answer a question of Jewish law and tradition. Here,
my rabbinical knowledge and training enable me to res-
pond accurately. At other times, I am called upon to
counsel the troubled: a cranky and demanding resident,
a guilt-consumed son, an hysterical daughter.
Traditional rabbinic erudition does not suffice in these
instances to render the proper service.

“Counseling” has a technical meaning in the men-
tal health field. It does not necessarily mean that the
counselor gives advice or pity to the client, although
these interventions may be indicated at times. More
often, the work involves clarifying thoughts and feelings,
reflecting them back to the patient so that he or she can
more objectively observe the maze of emotions interfer-
ing with a rational approach to a problem.

But before this therapeutic effort can commence,
the counselor must be familiar with diagnostic and
evaluative concepts. Is the client reacting to a stressful
situation, or does he have serious emotional distur-
bances within himself or in his relations with others?
The nature of the problem will determine who ad-
ministers the therapy and what kind is required. To be
sure, if I conclude there may be serious psychopathology
involved, I will refer the patient to a psychiatrist or
clinical psychologist.

While the LIIMH program was titled ‘“Marriage

and Family Counseling,” the theories and techniques I
learned apply to our elderly residents and to any other
troubled person who may wish to place himself in the
hands of a pastoral counselor. My decision whether to
work with the client or to refer him elsewhere depends
upon my assessment of the problem.

Let me make clear that in our Home setting, the
resident’s attending physician is in charge of the total
treatment plan. My function takes place only with the
knowledge of our Medical Department and its coopera-
tion.

Much of the time, one interview may be all that is
necessary to clarify a difficulty. On the other hand, a
patient may present with acute and chronic symptoms
necessitating short-term crisis intervention or even ongo-
ing counseling. The latter treatment modes can success-
fully be carried out only with the client’s commitment
to continue as long as necessary.

My conception of the contemporary rabbinate is
that it demands a high degree of professionalism on
many levels. Every response that I give in my capacity as
rabbi or pastoral counselor must be based upon
knowledge and ethics. Of course, I bring to the position
my own personality and style. I am not a robot and I
cannot be all things to all people. Yet I strive constantly
to serve as many different kinds of individuals with
varied needs to the best of my ability.

I have always felt that one’s education never ends.
Certainly, each of us learns from day to day through ex-
periencing the vicissitudes of life. That is an education of
one sort which is most important. But it is also vital for a
professional to feel he is not stagnating, that he has not
reached the end of his growth, his development and his
achievement. The mind, the spirit, the senses can always
be improved until one exhales his last breath.

The training program which I just successfully
completed involved attending mnay class lectures,
reading numerous works on psychoanalytic and non-
analytic therapies, role-playing and participating in
group process. Moreover, I was required to counsel a
married couple at the Long Island Consultation Center
in Rego Park, under the supervision of a practicing psy-
chotherapist. These were all fascinating encounters, par-
ticularly studying together with other outstanding
professionals in varied disciplines, as well as with several
other rabbis. All the members of our class became good
friends; we got along with each other beautifully and
learned important lessons from one another in technique
and insight.

This program added a great deal to my under-
standing of myself as well as of others. In fact, that is one
of the goals toward which a therapist works — to com-
prehend his own feelings before he intervenes in the
emotional world of his clients.

I am pleased to be able to offer a more competent
counseling service to those in our Home, and outside,
who feel they could benefit.

To all our officers, directors, members and resi-
dents I wish a Ketivah v’chatimah tovah. May the year 5740
bring blessings of good health, contentment and inner
peace to all of us.
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The Bialystoker Home and Infirmary for the Aged
is a place where the elderly and the ill search for renewal
and restoration. This may sound odd to those unfamiliar
with modern trends in nursing facilities.

The traditional moshav z’kainim model, connoting a
place where people waited to die, hopelessly entrapped
in bleak surroundings, no longer accurately reflects the
vast majority of contemporary geriatric institutions,
among them our Home. We do not view our residents as
coming to the end of their journey. On the contrary, a
forward-looking administrator and his staff believe that
old age can be an exciting adventure, a road as yet un-
travelled, a challenge to be met.

Many of our Health Related Facility residents,
although their presence here is medically justified, still
retain enough of their faculties to continue growing and
enjoying life. Our professionally staffed Activities
Department exists for the purpose of stimulating their
interest in living, as well as responding to their
recreational and social interests. Our activities program
is considered quite diversified.

But what of the Skilled Nursing Facility patients,
those with illnesses requiring round-the-clock nursing
care? Is there anything constructive that can be done for
them? Here is where the Bialystoker Home radically
departs from the old and discredited custodial-care
model. Our watchword is rehabilitation.

The patient’s self-motivation is an absolute essen-
tial of the rehabilitative process. He, too, must come to
grips with the situation, truly comprehend without fool-
ing himself what he has to work with in terms of
strength, skills, bodily functions and, above all, will.

Our purpose is to see each patient whole, un-
fragmented emotionally as well as physically, to under-
stand not only every aspect of his or her problem, but
every facet of his personality, and to glean from each of
the members of our health care team insights which
would help speed understanding and progress.

We insist that every patient, no matter how sick,
can benefit from professional and loving care — an ap-
proach seeking to identify remaining potential and to
restore some degree of function to disabled organs.

In this connection, in addition to our part-time
physiotherapist, we have secured the services of a part-
time speech pathologist who has begun working with
speech-impaired patients. While she concentrates on
restoring speech, she is constantly aware of the patients’
psychological needs, forming a therapeutic alliance with
them, so that they will be properly motivated to
cooperate.

How truly thrilling when an aphasic patient with
much difficulty and much effort utters the first clear
word.

In the future, we are evaluating the possibility of in-
troducing additional rehabilitative services such as oc-
cupational therapy (to assist patients in performing ac-
tivities of daily living and to promote their psychosocial
needs) and audiology (for hearing-impaired patients).

As I wrote in the last issue of the Bialystoker Stimme,
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the environment in which our residents live also has
profound implications for their well-being. As you will
read elsewhere in this issue, our modernization program
is in full swing. New fluorescent lighting has been instal-
led on all of our residents’ and patients’ floors. Our
central dining room has been completely refurnished
and renovated. As further funds are raised, additional
improvements will be made in other parts of our
building, including the patients’ rooms, the auditorium
and the lobby.

Furthermore, a new nursing station is being con-
structed on our fourth floor, so that our HRF residents
can receive even closer nursing attention. They will take
their medication at this station, rather than having to go
to the sixth floor as in the past. In addition, a closed cir-
cuit television camera has been installed on the third
floor and a monitor on the fourth floor, for the purpose of
increasing patient safety.

Our therapeutic milieu is not confined, however, to
our building. I am proud to report that many of our resi-
dents participate in community activities as well. For ex-
ample, the Educational Alliance recently sponsored its
annual Street Fair for Jewish organizations on the
Lower East Side and our residents set up a booth for sel-
ling arts and crafts, as well as a pictorial display of our
Home’s history.

Our modernization program is also not restricted to
improving our physical plant. We have moved in the
direction of streamlining our accounting system. To this
end, we have availed ourselves of the services of
Amalgamated Bank of New York, which has com-
puterized the receipt, handling and disbursement of our
patients’ accounts. With the consent of our residents and
their families, their social security and pension checks
are sent directly to Amalgamated Bank, which deposits
the checks and sends us twice a month a computer read-
out updating these accounts. This relieves our own
bookkeeping staff of a major burden and promises to
render our accounting of patients’ funds as accurate as
possible.

Our diligence in maintaining the high quality of our
services to the elderly, and improving upon them, has
met with the approval of New York State Department of
Health. Recently we had a follow-up survey examining
our progress after the annual inspection in February,
and everything was found to be in good order.

In the year and a half since I have been the
Bialystoker Home’s Administrator, I am frequently
amazed by the many expressions of praise for the high
standard of nursing care, the cleanliness of our building
and the excellent care we provide for our residents,
despite the fact that our building is itself old, challenging
all of the ingenuity we can muster to keep it in this fine
condition. This is a most eloquent testament to the
superb department heads and staff we employ. I look
forward to leading this facility, with your help, to even
greater levels of achievement in the future.

My wife Malki, our three daughters and I wish all
of you a healthy, happy and prosperous New Year.



4 BIALYSTOKER STIMME

September, 1979

Young Women’s League and Financial Secretary of the
Club of Bialystoker Friends for 15 years. She is on the
Board of Directors of the Bialystoker Center and Home,
attends all functions and, together with her husband,
has supported the State of Israel. She has been very un-
derstanding of Mr. Rybal’s total dedication to the
Center and Home, even though this commitment fre-
quently deprives her of his company.

Things began looking up for Mr. Rybal. He ob-
tained employment in the printing trade, and within two
years, went to work for the Jewish Daily Forward, where
he was to remain for 24 years, the last 15 years as the
foreman.

Mr. Sohn asked him to take over the responsibility
of preparing the Bualystoker Stimme and putting together
the historic ‘‘Bialystok Photo Album” published in
1951. These two publications have served over the years
to keep Bialystoker landsleit, in whatever country they
may live, informed about one another and united in a
common heritage.

Since 1947, Mr. Rybal has served on the Home’s
Board of Directors, later becoming its Vice-Chairman
and, in 1967, shortly before Mr. Sohn’s death, suc-
ceeding him as General Secretary. Since 1973, Izaak
Rybal has been the full-time General Secretary of the
Bialystoker Center, Home and Infirmary for the Aged.

In this position, which he assumed upon his retire-
ment from the Forward, he has almost singlehandedly
kept the Bialystoker landsmanschaft throughout the world
in touch. Traveling to Israel, Argentina, Brazil,
Venezuela, Mexico, Uruguay, European countries and
various parts of the United States at his own expense, he
has renewed the close ties between our Center and these
landsleit, always bringing back with him contributions
for the Center and Home. As the Editor of the Bialystoker
Stimme, he has prepared ever more interesting and
literary issues, frequently requesting that landsleit in dis-
tant parts of the world contribute articles about the ac-
tivities of their communities.

Mr. Rybal’s many experiences and memories could
fill a volume. The purpose of this article has been to
share with you the life and the colorful character of a
very unusual man and to explain why the Bialystoker
Center and Home is going all out to pay well-deserved
recognition to him for his lifetime of service to those for
whom the name Bialystok is so cherished.

GREETINGS TO OUR VICE PRESIDENT-
CONTROLLER, ARTHUR TARLOWE

M. Arthur Tarlowe is the Vice President-Controller
of the Bialystoker Center, Home and Infirmary for the
Aged. His father was the late Elly Tarlofsky, former
President and benefactor of our institution.

For many years, Mr. Tarlowe had been active on
our Board of Governors and was one of the leading in-
dividuals upon whom we depended for his dedication
and sincerity. In recent times, Mr. Tarlowe has, unfor-
tunately, been ill and has undergone major surgery. His
physical condition at the present time does not permit
him to be active in our organization.

In any case, the name of Arthur Tarlowe is still very
highly regarded by all of our officers and directors. We
wish him a refuah shleimah, a complete and speedy
recovery from illness, hoping that he will soon return to
us in good health, along with his dear wife, Ethel.

3 n— & N\ 2
Lord Fisher of Camden and Egyptian Ambassador Mohamed Samih
Anwar in London.

EGYPTIAN AMBASSADOR TO GREAT BRITAIN
IS GUEST OF LORD FISHER OF CAMDEN,
OUR BIALYSTOKER LANDSMAN

His Excellency Mohamed Samih Anwar, Egypt’s
Ambassador to Great Britain, was the Guest of Honor
on Monday, April 23rd, 1979, at a luncheon given by the
President of the Board of Deputies of British Jews, Lord
Fisher of Camden, who was born in Bialystok. It was the
first time in the history of British Jewry that an Egyptian
Ambassador had been so honored.

The Ambassador said that it was a great pleasure
for him to be with the leadership of British Jewry. “It is
my most sincere hope that my presence here today will
mark the start of a new era of friendship,”” he declared.

He said that the Egypt-Israel peace agreement
marked a turning-point in the history of the Middle East
from which there could be no turning back. But he
warned that there were still ‘“dramatic challenges”
ahead before a comprehensive peace settlement for the
whole area could be achieved. There were no ‘“magic
solutions” and hard work would be required in order to
build mutual confidence and trust.

Introducing the Ambassador, Lord Fisher said that
it was an ‘historic moment”. He expressed the hope
that the era of bloodshed and strife was a thing of the
past and he looked forward to a period of friendship
between Israel and Egypt in which “war, suffering and
death will be replaced by peace, friendship and life.”

Lord Fisher continued: “The Board of Deputies,
representing the Jewish community in the United
Kingdom, pledges itself to play its part in assisting the
peace-making process of which this gathering is a por-
tent for the future.” Lord Fisher presented the Ambas-
sador with a print, over 100 years old, of the entrance of
the House of Lords.

Lord and Lady Fisher honored our Center and
Home with a visit in the past. They were greatly impres-
sed by our facility and left a generous token of their ap-
preciation.

We are proud that one of our own landsleit holds
such a prominent leadership position within British
Jewry and that he is its chief spokesman and represen-
tative.
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cluding landsleit, friends, members of our Center and
Home, the well-to-do and the needful. Whoever utters
the word Bialystok possesses the passkey to Mr. Rybal’s
heart.

In pursuing his many humanitarian activities on
behalf of these people, Mr. Rybal demonstrates
remarkable energy. Never running out of steam, he is
constantly working, planning, arranging and relating to
others. In the office he is indefatigable; I have never seen
him relax for a moment, whether physically or intellec-
tually.

He places a high value on precision. He is a stickler
for detail; everything must be just right, whether a letter,
punctual arrival for an appointment, or the most minute
details in planning one of the many functions the
Bialystoker Center and Home conducts throughout the
year. While he delegates responsibility, he always makes
sure that those working with him or under him are giv-
ing the same painstaking attention to detail he does.

Mr. Rybal is a mover of people. He never ceases at-
tempting to infuse his concern about our organization or
Bialystoker [landsleit into others. Whether soliciting
financial or moral support from friends, acquaintances
or just someone he happens to meet, Mr. Rybal never
accepts “no” for an answer. One must respond to him
because he never gives up.

What I have described is a man whose total dedica-
tion to his role as “Mr. Bialystok’ was shaped by a long
history of devotion to family and friends, made all the
stronger by his experiences during the horrible years of
World War II in which he lost his entire family and
beloved hometown — events which would have
destroyed a lesser person.

Born in Bialystok to Dvora and Meir Rybalowski,
one of eight children, he grew up in an environment
where you helped other people in need, whether related
or not, and where you valued friendship.

The Rybalowski family owned a Kosher restaurant-
catering hall in Bialystok near the railroad station
( “Rybalowski lebn Bahn>) where many Jewish weddings
took place. Open 24 hours a day except for the Sabbath,
the restaurant was first founded approximately 100
years ago by Mr. Rybal’s grandmother, known as
“Sarah of the Railroad” (“Soreh fun Bahn’). It was a
place where travelers to and through Bialystok came to
wait for the next train, to eat a good meal before con-
tinuing on to the next destination.

In 1941, when the Germans invaded Bialystok, then
under Russian occupation, Mr. Rybal was swiftly
drafted into the Russian Army because of his skills as a
printer. He was taken away from his family, his friends
and his beloved hometown, never to be reunited with
them. In the fierceness of battle, he was severely
wounded and discharged from the Russian Army. Good
medical care restored him to sound health, however, and
he spent the remainder of the war years first traveling,
then settling in Tashkent to rejoin landsleit and finally,
along with other Polish citizens, exiled to Siberia.

Throughout these years, he constantly sought out
other people from Bialystok. Feeling lonely and quite
isolated, he wished to make contact with friends from his
hometown whom he considered part of an extended
family.

In Tashkent, placed in charge of a large restaurant
for travelers passing through who could obtain their
meals only by presenting a special card, Mr. Rybal ar-

ranged that Bialystoker landsleit and friends not possess-
ing this card should receive wholesome meals as well.
Moreover, he assisted eight couples in leaving Tashkent
for Lemberg after the war ended and from there to
Poland. Thereafter, they decided to emigrate to other
countries.

Returning to Bialystok in 1945 at the end of the
war, he was devastated on hearing the news that no one
from his family had survived the Bialystoker Ghetto and
the concentration camps. He was also deeply saddened
that his beloved birthplace had been so utterly destroyed
by the war, including its once large and proud Jewish
community. The joys of his youth were now just
memories, never to be recaptured. It was now time to
move on, to make a new life for himself.

Rebuilding one’s life was not easy. Six months in
Prague and then eleven months in Paris were painstak-
ing steps toward that difficult goal. While in Paris, Mr.
Rybal contacted the Bialystoker community, making
wonderful friends and joining a Bialystoker relief com-
mittee where he was able to assist other Bialystokers
passing through Paris.

In 1947, he arrived in the United States and was in-
troduced by his brother, Leon Rubin, to David Sohn,
the founder of the Bialystoker landsmanschaft in New
York. Mr. Rybal had earlier corresponded with Mr.
Sohn from Paris. Mr. Sohn received him in New York
with open arms and from that time on, a strong bond ex-
isted between the two. Sohn had devoted his entire life to
the Jews living in Bialystok before the war and to
Bialystoker Jews in New York. He imparted this
profound sense of devotion to Mr. Rybal, often repeating
his desire that the Bialystoker Center and Home should
remain a living monument to the war-torn Jewish com-
munity of Bialystok.

Mr. Rybal was introduced to Molly Goldberg,
whom he married shortly thereafter. Molly was also
born in Bialystok, the daughter of Hyman and Jean
Goldberg. Her mother was fluent in several languages;
her father was a manager and accountant of a textile fac-
tory in Bialystok and later worked as an accountant in
America. Receiving her education at the Spoleczna
Gymnasium, a private school for Jewish children, and in
the Bialystoker public schools, she later came to the
United States in 1930, graduating from Thomas Jef-
ferson High School in Brooklyn and attending City Col-
lege of New York. She became a full-fledged bookkeeper
in 1941, working without interruption until she retired
in 1977. She held the position of bookkeeper at the
Atalanta Trading Corporation from 1947 until 1968.

For many years, she was a member of the former

After agreeing to sponsor the day care center in Kfar Tabor (L to R)
Yechiel M. Dobekierer, Yedidia L. Hamburg, Izaak Rybal, General Uzi
Narkiss, Sam Solasz, at dinner.
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The Bialystoker Center and Home for the Aged will
honor Izaak and Molly Rybal at a lavish Annual Dinner
to be held Saturday night, November 10th, 1979, 7:30
P.M. at Marriott’s Essex House, 160 Central Park
South, New York City.

At a meeting of our Board of Governors, President
Sam Solasz recommended that the Bialystoker Center
and Home should pay recognition to our General
Secretary, who has served this institution for the past 32
years.

Mr. Solasz further recommended that the Board
approve a campaign to raise $50,000 in order to dedicate
a Day Care Center at Kfar Tabor, Israel, currently in
the process of construction, to Izaak and Molly Rybal.
The concept was originally put forward by Yedidia L.
Hamburg, Vice-Chairman of the Board of Directors.
The total cost of this project is approximately. $150,000,
the remainder of the amount to be financed by UJA-
Israel Emergency Fund. The Board of Governors and
later the Board of Directors unanimously supported Mr.
Solasz’s recommendation.

At a subsequent meeting of a special committee ap-
pointed by the Board to arrange the Annual Dinner and
to plan the campaign for the day care center, an agree-
ment was signed with UJA-Israel Emergency Fund that
the Bialystoker Center would raise $50,000 for the pro-
ject, with the understanding that it be completed and
fully operational by April, 1980.

A tour to Israel of Bialystoker landsleit, friends and
contributors to the campaign is being planned for the
opening of the day care center.

Many personal friends of the Rybals: officers, direc-
tors, members of the Bialystoker Center and Home and
others across the United States and in many other
countries throughout the world are being invited to this
extraordinary testimonial dinner. Several hundred
guests are expected to attend.

The guest speaker will be General Uzi Narkiss, the
Commander of the Israel Armed Forces which liberated
Jerusalem from Arab rule during the Six-Day War in
1967. General Narkiss, who has held various diplomatic
and military posts for the Israeli Government, is current-
ly the Director of the Special Projects Department of the
Jewish Agency. Construction of the day care center is
being carried out under the auspices of his department,
and General Narkiss will be in the best position to ex-
plain the importance of the project for the guests at the
Annual Dinner.

At a June meeting between General Narkiss and
Messrs. Rybal, Solasz and Hamburg, the final details of
the agreement were worked out.

* ok X

Kfar Tabor, where the Izaak and Molly Rybal Day
Care Center is being built, was founded in 1901 by 25
families who came from nearby villages including
Zichron Yakov, Shfeia and Rosh Pina. It is located at

IZAAK AND MOLLY RYBAL TO BE GUESTS OF HONOR
AT BIALYSTOKER ANNUAL DINNER IN ESSEX HOUSE

BIALYSTOKER CENTER TO SPONSOR DAY CARE CENTER IN ISRAEL TO THE RYBALS
mRrnGERERE R AnRnEnEEEnaEnaEy by Rabbi Lowell S. Kronick, Chaplain 127arrapvizrarivairariray: ariraviviviraravariy
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the footsteps of the Tabor Mountains in the Jezreel Vai-
ley in Northern Galilee.

Based mainly on agriculture, Kfar Tabor is the
center of cultural, educational, sports, health and
recreational activities in the area.

The local council is in the process of changing the
settlement’s face entirely. In order to bring back
children of the original settlers and to attract new set-
tlers, new neighborhoods were erected, including single
family dwellings. A youth center plus a 700-seat
auditorium are now being constructed along with new
tennis and basketball courts. The entire infrastructure
has been changed completely, including sewage, water

Izaak and Molly Rybal

pipes, sidewalks, etc. An industrial park is also under
construction.

The day care center will provide a wide range of
services for pre-school children, whose parents work in
the village of Kfar Tabor during the day, requiring day
care services for their youngsters.

Mr. and Mrs. Rybal selected the day care center to
be dedicated in their names because of their desire to
promote the interests of the new generation in Israel.
The Rybals’ many years of devotion to the State of Israel
are well known by all who have responded to State of
Israel Bonds campaigns they have conducted on behalf
of the Bialystoker Center and Home.

IZAAK AND MOLLY RYBAL
A PROFILE

I have known Izaak Rybal and have worked closely
with him on a daily basis for the last seven years. In that
length of time, one gets to recognize another’s total per-
sonality, his ideals, joys, sorrows and hopes. I would like
to share with you some of my in-depth perceptions of
Mr. Rybal.

He is totally devoted to the memory of Bialystok
and anyone having any connection with Bialystok, in-
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MESSAGE FROM OUR PRESIDENT

Traditionally, the High Holiday season is a time of
taking stock, whether in our individual lives or in the life
of an institution, such as the Bialystoker Center, Home
and Infirmary for the Aged. The purpose of this message
is to render such an accounting of our Home since the
last edition of the Bualystoker Stimme.

The 1979-80 season began favorably with our Instal-
lation of Officers on Sunday, June 10th, 1970. Several
new officers were admitted to the Board of Governors.
Incumbents were either reelected or elevated to higher
positions. At the Installation, a sense of renewed pur-
pose was felt by all who participated. Our Center and
Home is once again in the hands of dedicated, sincere
and capable people who put its interests above their
own. Happiness through unity and solidarity was the
order of the day.

Then, literally overnight, a tragic event took place
that marred the celebration of the previous day. Our
first Vice-President, Jack Berger, fell ill, passing away
two days later. Mr. Berger was an unusual manin many
respects, as you will be reading later on. His loss to us is
keenly felt because of his key leadership role and the
hopes we had for him in the future. It is hard to believe
that on Sunday Jack was installed as Vice President
along with everyone else and, on Monday night, he lay
seriously ill in a hospital. All of us who knew and worked
together with Mr. Berger mourn his death very deeply.
Such a person cannot be replaced.

* * *

I am gratified that our Board of Governors accepted
my recommendation to honor our General Secretary,
Izaak Rybal and his wife, Molly, at a special
Testimonial Dinner and Dance at the Essex House,
Saturday night, November 10th, 1979 at 7:30 P.M. Mr.
Rybal has served this institution in various capacities for
the past 32 years. It is our duty to express our profound
gratitude to him for his loyalty and dedication, which
are hard to match.

* * *

Regarding the Sefer Bualystok project, the readers of
the Stzmme know that we had many difficulties with the
Committee in Israel over the scope, the format and the
content of the book. Alas, these disagreements proved ir-
reconcilable, compelling us to withdraw from collabora-
tion with our colleagues in Israel.

SAM SOLASZ

= e

But Sefer Bialystok is not dead. The Bialystoker
Center in New York believes that this project is essential
to the future of our landsmanschaft throughout the world.
We have therefore invited Dr. Szymon Datner, formerly
an instructor at the Hebrew Gymnasium in Bialystok
and currently a well-known academician in Warsaw, to
come to New York and spend as much time as necessary
at our Center to write an appropriate manuscript which
will concentrate on the Holocaust as it affected
Bialystok, its aftermath and prominent Bialystoker Jews
today in all parts of the world. Dr. Datner has written
numerous articles on these subjects, many of them ap-
pearing in past issues of the Stimme for decades, and he
understands that this volume will need to have broad ap-
peal for all segments of our landsmanschaft. We envision
that the book will contain many interesting pictures, will
be written both in English and Yiddish, and will attract
wide interest.

We expect that Dr. Datner will arrive in New York
as soon as the Polish and American authorities grant
him permission to come here.

* * *

Speaking of the new generation of Bialystokers, we
must address ourselves to the future of the Bialystoker
Center and Home. In the last few years, we have lost a
significant number of members through death. An in-
stitution, in order to survive, must replace its losses by
attracting new members and supporters. Many of our
officers, directors and members have children who, I
believe, should join our Center and Home. For one
thing, you will be honoring your parents with your con-
current, and later on, succeeding membership. Second,
you will be championing the cause of an organization
whose purpose it is to help people in need. Third, by at-
tending our functions and social events, you will find a
warm, pleasant group of people who can become your
extended family. It is great to belong, to fit in to a mosaic
in which you are one of the tiles. I appeal to all our
younger readers to respond not only by sending in your
dues, but by showing up at our Chanukah and Purim
parties, our Yizkor meetings, our Annual Theatre
Benefit and all the other events that we sponsor from
time to time. We will greet you with open arms and with
pleasure.

My wife Rose, and children, Diane, Scott and
Mark, join me in wishing everyone a year of good health
and peace in Israel and the world.
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BIALYSTOKER CENTER, HOME AND INFIRMARY
FOR THE AGED

You are cordially invited to a

TESTIMONAL DINNER-DANCE
in honor of

IZAAK AND MOLLY RYBAL

Saturday night, November 10, 1979
7:30 P.M.

at Marriott’s Essex House
160 Central Park South, New York City

R.S.V.P. by October 20 Couvert — $25.00 per person
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