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331 COURT STREET
Brooklyn, N.Y. 11231
Tel. TR 5-5567
Florist for Bialystoker Home

SANTISI-VACCARINO FLOWERS

Compliments of

GARY LASS
EDWARD BOKER, Inc.

115 WEST 31st STREET
New York, N.Y. 10001

SELECT FILM LIBRARY, Inc.

EMJAY PHOTOGRAPHERS
Candid, Portrait, Movies, Natural Color

201 EAST BROADWAY
New York, N.Y. 10002
ORegon 4-2616

MORTON RUBINSTEIN JACK GOLDBERG

M. SCHAMES & SON

3 ESSEX STREET
New York, N.Y. 10002

GOTHAM EXTERMINATING CORP.

241 EAST BROADWAY
New York, N.Y. 10002

DR. MORRIS J. LIPTON
Optometrist

129 EAST BROADWAY
New York, N.Y. 10002
COrtlandt 7-1787 - 1788

JACK ZABUSKY

Venetian Blinds, Window Shades, Traverse Rods,
House Furnishings

59 HESTER STREET
New York, N.Y. 10002
Tel. 260-6930
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Attention Bialystoker Landsleit!

RYVKA ROSENTHAL
of the
Max Rosenthal Travel Bureau, Inc.
853 Broadway (at 14th St.), N.Y.C. 10003, Rm. 410
OR 4-3382-3

where you can make reservations for your travel plans to

ISRAEL, EUROPE, & ALL PARTS OF THE WORLD

Also Package Tours, Cruises & Hotel Reservations in
Miami e Appliances & Shipping Furniture to Israel

FRIENDS OF

BIALYSTOKER HOME

CONSOLIDATED EQUIPMENT CORP.

Institutional furniture, kitchen equipment & medical supplies

91 GRAND STREET
Hoboken, New Jersey 07030
(201) 792-6200

John Ornstein, Robert Ornstein

GEORGE CAU
Medical Labor Relations Services

527 MADISON AVENUE, ROOM 617
New York, N.Y. 10022

JAMES P. REGAN
Institutional Fire Safety Consultants

3410 KINGSBRIDGE AVENUE
Bronx, New York 10463
(212) 796-7796

FROHLICH & NEWELL FOODS, Inc.

11 JAY STREET
New York, N.Y. 10013
Tel. 226-0191-2

Compliments of

RIIS-WALD PHARMACY, Inc.

89 AVENUE D
New York, N.Y. 10009
Phone 533-3636

ROCHESTER GERMICIDE CO.

1457 BROADWAY
New York, N.Y. 10036
Tel. 391-8533

Sales Representative: WILLIAM BRITTON
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FRIENDS OF
BIALYSTOKER HOME

COMPLIMENTS OF
GNESIN & RUBIN
SAFETY GROUP SERVICE CO.

85 WORTH STREET
New York, N.Y. 10013

MONTGOMERY STATIONERY
& PRINTING CO.

Prnting, Engraving, Office Supplies,
Rubber Stamps Made to Order

35 Canal Street
New York, N.Y. 10002
GRamercy 5-7926

BEST WISHES

SEAVIEW AIR CONDITIONING
CO., Inc.

THE CAKE STYLISTS, Inc. ©

Creators Of The Finest In
Wedding, Bar Mitzvah, Specialty and Party Cakes

56-64 58th PLACE, MASPETH, N.Y. 11378
Tel: 894-3494 894-3495 894-3496

The Finest in Bronze Tablets

W & E. BAUM BRONZE TABLET CORP.

524 WEST 43rd STREET
New York, N.Y. 10036
BRyant 9-5341

J & L LANDSCAPING, Inc.

702 Caton Avenue
Brooklyn, N.Y.
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Zion Memorial Gramercy

Chapel, Inc.

Parkway Schwartz’s Gramercy

Chapel, Inc.

Nassau-North Chapels, Inc.

Manhattan: 41 Canal St.; 152 2nd Ave.
Brooklyn: 2576 Flatbush Ave.
Queens: 98-60 Queens Blvd.
Bronx: 1345 Jerome Avenue
Long Island: 55 N. Station Plaza — Great Neck
Florida: Miami Beach, Ft. Lauderdale & West
Palm Beach

Services conducted throughout the Metropolitan
Area including Bergen, Nassau, Rockland and

Westchester Counties

EITHER NUMBER FOR ALL CHAPELS
(212) 226-1617
or (212) 477-6334

Compliments

RIDGEWAY LAUNDRY SERVICE, Inc.
“We Service All Laundry Needs”

748-64th STREET
Brooklyn, N.Y. 11220
Tel. 745-1304

POZNANSKI BAKERY

155 DIVISION AVENUE
Brooklyn, New York
Tel. ST 2-0180

CLOSED ON SATURDAYS

April, 1978
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Compliments of . .. FALLS POULTRY CORP.
POMERANTZ PAPER CORP. Kosher Poultry ©
: .
239 26th STREET 448 EAST 173rd STREET

Brooklyn, N.Y. 11232 Bronx, New York

PARK SURGICAL COMPANY, Inc.

The Medical Department Store COMPLIMENTS

OF
A FRIEND

5001 NEW UTRECHT AVE. (cor. 50th St.)
Brooklyn, New York 11219
GEdney 6-9200
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S. LUNDY’S SONS, Inc.
Kosher Meats and Poultry

934 NORTH 3rd STREET
Philadelphia, Pa. 19123
215-627-2050
© GLATT

YU 9-5445 Est: 1932

Hy Goldfine
G & R KOSHER FOODS
Penn South Kosher Meat & Poultry, Inc.

STRICTLY 1wl 1W1 KOSHER
MEAT o POULTRY ® PROVISIONS
Suppliers to Camps, Hotels & Restaurants

240 — 9th Avenue
New York, N.Y. 10001

H. SCHRIER & CO., Inc.

WHOLESALE GROCERS
Institution, Restaurant & Hotel Trade Exclusively

363 BOND STREET
Brooklyn, N.Y. 11231

At this place since 1914 GR7-4908

BLEVITZKY BROS., Inc.
Monuments

210-212 FORSYTH STREET
(near Houston Street)

New York, N.Y. 10002

ARTHUR BLEVIT
Members of Bualystoker Home for the Aged
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ANNA ADLER

On Sunday, September 4th, 1977,
Anna Adler passed away after a long
illness at the age of 85.

Mrs. Adler was a Vice-President
of the Bialystoker Ladies Auxiliary
for many years, before that a
very devoted and generous member
of the Auxiliary from its inception,
and, together with her husband,
Samuel, was a Director of the
Bialystoker Center and Home.

She was known for her
charitableness toward the elderly,
the sick and needy of all ages. She
also encouraged her family to be ac-
tive supporters of this institution.
She established an annual custom of
bringing her children and
grandchildren to our Chanukah
party, purchasing a full Menorah
and watching three generations light
Chanukah candles. Mrs. Adler came
to the Auxiliary’s Monday meetings,
braving bad weather and her own
deterioriating health.

In the last year of her life, she was
admitted as a resident to the
Bialystoker Home. In this way, we
were able to repay our debt to her,
incurred over a period of many
years, by serving her in the twilight
months of her life.

Mrs. Adler’s husband, Samuel
Adler, passed away five months later
(see next obituary). She is survived
by her daughter, Suzanne Manfre,
who is now a Vice-President of the
Ladies Auxiliary; a son-in-law and
grandchildren.

We extend our heartfelt sympathy
to the bereaved family.

GABRIEL MEKLER

Recently we received the tragic
news that Gabriel Mekler, son of
Mr. and Mrs. Oscar Mekler, was
killed in a motorcycle accident in
Los Angeles on September 4th,
1977. Born in Jerusalem, he was 34
at the time of his death.

An acclaimed classical pianist and
composer, he was also a very
talented painter. He came to
California in 1957 and received a
scholarship to the L. A. Conser-
vatory of Music and the Santa Bar-
bara Music Academy. He later
became involved in rock and roll as a
composer and producer for famous
recording artists, receiving 12 gold

SAMUEL ADLER

After a long illness, Samuel Adler,
a member and Director of the
Bialystoker Center and Home for
many years and husband of the late

Anna Adler, passed away on
Wednesday, March 1st, 1978, at the
age of 89.

Mr. Adler joined with his wife in
generously supporting the activities
and services of our institution. Dur-
ing the last year and a half of his life,
he was a resident of our Home and
no effort was spared to make him as
comfortable as possible.

He is survived by his sons,
Hyman, Joseph and Charles; three
daughters-in-law; grandchildren
and great-grandchildren. The Adler
family has been and continues to be
supportive of our activities.

We extend our heartfelt con-
dolences to the bereaved family.

MORRIS ESTON

On Saturday, February 4th, 1978,
Morris Eston passed away at the age
of 80. He was a resident of the
Bialystoker Home at the time of his
death.

For many years, Mr. Eston, who
was a Bialystoker, gave of his
energies and resources for the
benefit of the Bialystoker Center and
Home. We are gratified that we were
able to serve him in the last months
of his life.

He became active in our institu-
tion long ago and served in many of-
ficial capacities including a member
of our Board of Directors and a Vice-
President. He was a generous donor
and supporter.

He is survived by his wife Alice,
his daughters: Yvonne Ballard and
Dorothy Glenn, as well as grand-
children and great-grandchildren.

We express our sympathy to the
bereaved family.

records and two Grammy nomina-
tions. He was also involved in
writing an opera and a musical film.
Oscar Mekler is a well known
Bialystoker  [landsman  living in
California who has been a devoted
member of the Bialystoker Center
and Home for many years. We ex-
tend to him and his wife our deepest
sympathy on their tragic loss.

CLARA LOOKRETIS

We were shocked to learn that the
mother of our Director of Nursing
Services suddenly passed away on
Thursday, April 6, 1978. Her name
was Clara Lookretis and she lived
together with her daughter, our own
Miss Florence Lookretis.

The officers, directors, staff and
residents of the Bilaystoker Home
for the Aged express sincere sym-
pathy to Miss Lookretis and pray
she will be comfortea.

GOLDE NEUMANN

On Sunday, April 9, 1978, Golde
Neumann, a resident of the
Bialytoker Home, suddenly passed
away at the age of 89.

Her first husband, Nathan
Smukler, was born in Bialystok and
had a business there. He and his
wife became members and sup-
porters of our institution from its in-
ception.

She is survived by her daughter,
Freda Deutsch; two sons, Irving and
Leon Claremon, and their spouses;
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

The officers and directors of the
Biaystoker Center and Home ex-
press heartfelt condolences to the
bereaved family.
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MAX TOBIAS

Our beloved and highly respected
Gabbai, Max Tobias, passed away on
Wednesday, March 8th, 1978 at the
age of 85.

For many years, Mr. Tobias con-
ducted services in our synagogue
three times a day, often braving in-
clement weather to get to our Home
from his apartment before dawn. He
led our Seder services each Passover
and, under the guidance of our Rab-
bi, he saw to it that the religious
needs of our residents were always
met.

Mr. Tobias was a member of our
Board of Directors and President of

Max Tobias

the Independent  Ostrolenker
Society until his death.

He is survived by his wife, Betty,
who is also a Board member and ac-
tive in the Bialystoker Ladies Aux-
iliary; sons Jack, Herbert and Har-
ry; daughters, Fay Playton, Sarah
Karban and Ann Beck; sons-in-law,
daughters-in-law, grandchildren
and greatgrandchildren.

Our  officers, directors and
members extend. their heartfelt con-
dolences to the bereaved family.

HONOR THE MEMORY
OF YOUR LOVED ONE
WITH A PLAQUE
IN OUR SYNAGOGUE

In (Memoriam

RAYA KAMAIKO

On Friday, January 27th, 1978,
Raya Kamaiko, a good member and
supporter of the Bialystoker Center
and Home for many years, passed
away at the age of 70.

Born Raya Oleszkowski to a fine,
large Jewish family highly regarded
in Bialystok, she later married her
first husband, Abraham Repelski,

Raya Kamaiko
who was killed by the Russians in
World War II. She was exiled to
Siberia with her two young children,
Nora and Rita. Most of her family
was exterminated during the Hitler
occupation of Poland. In 1946 she
married Israel Kamaiko.

A dedicated Zionist, Mrs.
Kamaiko was actively involved in
the American Jewish Congress
Youth Hostel in Jerusalem and in
the Women’s Plea for Soviet Jewry.
At her death she was a National
Vice-President of the American
Jewish Congress and a member of its
governing council. She was a guest
of honor, together with her husband,
Israel, at a testimonial dinner last
year given by the Israel Bond
organization.

In addition to her husband, Israel,
she is survived by two daughters,
Mrs. Nora Don of North Bergen,
New Jersey and Mrs. Rita Feuer of
Jamaica Estates, New York, and
their husbands, Adam and Ignacy.

ARON ARKER

Our Director, long-time member
and active supporter of the Club
of Bialystoker Friends, Aron Arker,
passed away on Monday, February
13th, 1978, at the age of 54, after a
long illness.

He was born in Lomza, Poland
(near Bialystok) to a fine Jewish
family. Surviving the concentration
camps, he married Raya Langbord,
who was born in Bialystok. They
settled in America, where he became
a successful builder. He shared his
prosperity with those who appealed
to him for help. He supported the
Bialystoker Center and Home. Aron

Aron Arker

Arker was a member of our Board of
Directors at the time of his death.
Mrs. Arker is not only an active sup-
porter of the Bialystoker Center and
Home, but also of many other
Jewish Communal organizations,
particularly B’nai B’rith.

The deceased is survived by two
sons, Sol and Alan Arker, their wives
and two grandchildren.

We express sympathy to the
bereaved family and hope they will
be comforted.

There are also four grandchildren.
The entire family is very supportive
of the Bialystoker Center and Home.

We extend our deepest sympathy
to the bereaved family.
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complished pianist and singer, in his
own right. They delighted their
audience with a medley of Yiddish,
Russian and American songs.

* * *

But the hardest working
volunteers are still our own resi-
dents. For two years now, they have
been doing clerical work for the Civil
Service Sentinel. Last year, in ap-
preciation of their services, MTr.
Herbert Bauch paid for a beautiful
party with a band and transistor
radios for each worker. This year,
the residents decided that they were
getting enough entertainment and
would prefer money instead. So, on
Feb. 23rd, Mr. Bauch presented
them with a check for $200.00. This
money goes into the special Resi-
dents’ Fund, controlled by the Resi-
dents’ Council and used at their dis-
cretion. This work for an outside
organization is only done, of course,
when there is no clerical work for the
Home. To help the Home is the
greatest joy and honor for them.
When the office sends up envelopes
to be stuffed, all other activities, no
matter how pleasurable, are forgot-
ten.

IN MARCH:

One of our volunteers, Mrs. Anne
Koslin, provided refreshments for all
residents, on the occasion of her 70th
birthday. The residents presented
her with a plant and some hand
made articles, told her she did not
look and did not act 70 (which she
does not) and a good time was had
by all. On the 5th . . . Our own Alex
Fishman, whom we know as a good
elevator operator, an excellent pro-
jectionist and a warm human being,
proved that he was also a talented
singer and guitar player. Besides en-
joying the concert, the residents had
the feeling that they discovered a
“star” and are now encouraging
Alex in his new career. On the
deh 0 e S Wibagdwind
Ensemble”’, sponsored by th. CETA
Project, gave a concert of classical
music in the auditorium. It was a
wonderful new experience for the
residents. The lovely, soft sounds
soothed and relaxed them and they
gave a standing ovation to the 5
professional musicians. On the
12th .. The residents enjoyed the
monthly “Story Readings’’ by Reb-

LATEST DEVELOPMENTS IN THE CASE

OF BENJAMIN LACH

Despite several disappointments
in the past, the Bialystoker Center
has vowed to continue its efforts with
renewed determination to win Ben-
jamin Lach’s release from prison.

It has long been clear to us that
Benjamin’s rehabilitation record, his
own personal growth and matura-
tion while in confinement, have won
him the right to walk out of the
penitentiary a free man. Not even
Texas officials can question the
remarkable achievements Benjamin
has made, even though they consider
him guilty of the crime for which he
was convicted in 1970.

We have always presumed his in-
nocence. There are simply too many
inconsistencies in the case for us to
be convinced otherwise. In any
event, there comes a time when con-
tinued imprisonment adds nothing
to the inmate’s progress and may
even bring about diminishing
returns.

It is difficult to understand how
society gains from Mr. Lach’s ongo-
ing incarceration. Anyone who has
spent any time talking with Ben-
jamin comes away with the impres-
sion that he is well behaved, sincere
and desires his freedom in order to
rebuild his life on firmer and securer
foundations. Undoubtedly he is suf-
ficiently intelligent and capable of
making a significant contribution to
society as a free citizen.

With all this in mind, the
members of our Benjamin Lach
Committee met on Thursday,
February 16th, to formulate our

plans for helping Benjamin win
parole after his third review in May,
1978. We have written to his at-
torney outlining some of our ideas.
They include sending a delegation to
Texas, as we did last year. But this
time we would like to meet with the
man who prosecuted Benjamin at
his trial and who opposes his release.
It is our understanding that this ac-
tivity by a retired district attorney
many years after a trial is highly un-
usual. In having a personal en-
counter with this gentleman, we
would like to discover why he so
strenuously objects to Mr. Lach’s
parole, to the extent that he makes
special trips to the Texas Board of
Pardons and Paroles to convince it
not to grant parole in this case.

Our delegation would also like to
have a discussion with the editor of
the local newspaper in the town in
which the crime occurred, who has
in the past written editorials hostile
to Benjamin’s parole. Recent indica-
tions would have wus believe,
however, that this editor may be
softening his opposition and may
just be persuaded to follow a dif-
ferent course if we have a full discus-
sion with him in person.

There are some other options
available if our current strategy
proves unsuccessful. Yet we have
every hope that our sincere and per-
sistent attempts to open the doors of
freedom for Benjamin Lach this year
will culminate favorably for him, his
loving family and for all of us at the
Bialystoker Center who have worked
so hard on his behalf.

betzin Siff. On the 13th . . . A group
of 12 residents, accompanied by
staff, attended one of the last perfor-
mances at Radio City Music Hall.
The Red Cross volunteers, who
provided the free transportation,
were extremely kind and considerate
and the smooth trip added to the
enjoyment of the event.

Just recently, 10,000 Maos Chitim

envelopes were completed by: Mr.
Erlbaum, Mrs. Kramer, Mrs.
Savador, Mrs. Scheinman and Mrs.
Slipowitz, with some help from Mrs.
Sloane and Mr. Samuel Levine. The
Board of Directors, the Administra-
tion and the Staff of the Bialystoker
Home extend their gratitude and ap-
preciation to the residents men-
tioned above.
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OUR HOME AND ITS
ACTIVITIES FOR THE
RESIDENTS

by Mifa Rogoff, Activities Director

The calendar of events at the
Bialystoker Home has been more
crowded and more diversified than
ever. It appears that it is never too
late to develop a taste for the arts —
classical music, modern dance,
abstract painting — even for people
who had never been exposed to this
type of entertainment before. When
we invited Margie Gillis, ac-
complished Canadian performer, to
give a solo dance concert, we were
not sure how she would be received.
Well, the residents loved her perfor-
mance, and asked for more. The
“CETA” Modern Dance Group,
sent to us by Hospital Audiences
Inc., captivated its elderly audience
completely. Now, one can hear dis-
cussions in the corridors about ballet
versus modern dance, versus ethnic.
It is very rewarding to watch people
expand their horizons and enjoy
things for which they had neither
time nor money in their youth.

IN OCTOBER:

The winter season started on Oc-
tober 9th, with the yearly
Bialystoker Concert at Lincoln

Center. Then in rapid succession fol-
lowed: Piano Concert by Zita
Finkelstein on the 13th. “Music for
People” ... an afternoon of duets
from operas and operettas in-
terspersed with folk songs, by two
talented young singers and an ac-
complished pianist, on the 19th. On
the 26th ... the semi-yearly birth-
day party. Oct. 23rd was the
memorial for Dr. Migden. It was a
very sad occasion but it gave the
residents an opportunity to shed
tears and publicly mourn a man who
was not only their physician but also
their good friend.

IN NOVEMBER:

On the 10th ... Nina Deutsch,
the talented granddaughter of our
resident, Mrs. Golde Neumann, gave

a piano recital. Everyone enjoyed
the concert but, for the activities
staff, the best thing about it was that
Mrs. Neumann, who usually feels too
ill to come to the auditorium, came
to hear her granddaughter. On the
13th ... Sergei Kozarian, Russian
baritone, accompanied at the piano
by Esther Ostroff, delighted the resi-
dents with a medley of Yiddish and
Russian songs. On the 27th . . . con-
cert of Yiddish songs by Frieda
Eichenstein, who is a long time
favorite of our residents.

IN DECEMBER:

Onswthics 5tk o Tihe ovanmntal
Chanukah party was held in the
auditorium with elaborate refresh-
ments and entertainment by Hanah
Elyan, Israeli singer. On the 8th . . .
We went to the Educational Alliance
for a very joyous community party.
There was entertainment, singalong
and dancing. It was also a reunion
with friends from the Home of the
Sages and other East Side organiza-
tions. While activities staff watched
with apprehension, the residents en-
joyed Moishe’s huge jelly doughnuts
(traditional Chanukah fare in
Israel). Nobody suffered from in-
digestion which proves that when
you are “‘out,” relaxed and having a
good time, you can stray a little from
your diet, whether you are 8 or 80.
Onesithere TlthasaeThe  CEST®
organization, which usually gives
Chanukah-Christmas  parties to
hospitals, this year selected the
Bialystoker Home as the recipient of
its bounty. The formal party was
held on the 8th floor. Then it stop-
ped on each floor with entertain-
ment and a present for each resi-
dent. With Chanukah over, the resi-
dents got very busy making presents
and several varieties of unbaked
cookies for the staff appreciation
party on the 29th. It was “‘open
house’ all day on the 8th floor. To

accomodate the various shifts, the
residents decorated the room, set the
tables with goodies and presented
each employee with a gift. It was a
warm, friendly party and gave the
residents an opportunity to do
something for people who always do
everything for them.

IN JANUARY:

On the 5th... Don Rodney,
guitarist-singer, courtesy of the New
York Department of Cultural Af-
fairs. On the 12th . . . Violin concert
by Liesel Soley and accompanist.
On the 15th.. .“Songmasters”
Choral Group.

IN FEBRUARY:

On the 9th... An afternoon of
songs, riddles, jokes, and prizes by
Theresa  Coniglio, which was
tremendously enjoyed by all. The
two Modern Dance concerts, men-
tioned previously, and a tea for new
residents. On Feb. 16th... Mrs.
Anna Goren, President of the Resi-
dent’s Council, welcomed the fol-
lowing residents to the Home: Rae
Karlin, Norma Katz, Murray Kraft,
Bessie Laksman, Rose Lerner, Eva
May, Goldie Neumann, Esther
Sherman, Esther Wiener, and
Frieda Youngstein. Each new resi-
dent received a flower, a small gift
and the good wishes of all. On Feb.
23rd. . . . We had the yearly tea for
the people we could not do without:
our warm, capable, faithful
volunteers. This year, the residents
decided that hand made gifts were
not enough.They also made part of
the refreshments and served the
volunteers who serve them all year.
The entertainment was provided by
CETA Project, sponsored by the
American Jewish Congress. They
sent us Sima Gorezkaya, famous
Russian singer, who was accom-
panied at the piano by her son,
Vladimir Zeitsev, who is an ac-
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HAPPY

MAZEL TOV

On Sunday evening, August 21st,
1977, William C. Bursten, a New
York State Assistant Attorney
General, married Michelle
Mandelbaum, daughter of Mr. and
Mrs. Irving Mandelbaum of
Woodmere, New York.

The groom is the son of Mr. and
Mrs. Martin A. Bursten of Lake
Success, New York and Pompano
Beach, Florida. Martin Bursten is a
Bialystoker landsman, whose mother
was one of the early members of the
Bialystoker Ladies Auxiliary and
later was a resident of the
Bialystoker Home until her death.

The groom’s father is an author
and former foreign correspondent,
well known for his reportage of the
Nazi concentration camps. He also
served as a special assistant to
former Governor Nelson A.
Rockefeller. He is the president of
Bursten, Whitford, and Newman,
Inc.,, a New York and Great Neck
advertising, publishing and public
affairs agency.

The bride is an alumna of Hofstra
College and is a candidate for a
Master’s Degree at Adelphi Univer-
sity. The groom is a graduate of
Hofstra Law School, has served on
the Special Prosecutor’s staff in Suf-
folk County, as a Special Assistant
Attorney General, since the incep-
tion of the probe of the Police Com-
missioner and the District Attorney
in 1975.

We wish the newlyweds, their
parents and family much happiness
in the years to come.

MAZEL TOV

On Saturday night, October 8th,
1977, Barry Berman married Shelly
Okun.

Barry is the son of our Ladies
Aucxiliary’s good member, Anna
Berman, who herself is the daughter
of the late Bessie Morrell, one of the
founding members of the Auxiliary,
and Louis Berman. Shelly is the
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. David
Okun.

We wish the Berman and Okun

EVENTS

CONGRATULATIONS

On Sunday, October 16, 1977,
Steven Schubak, son of our devoted
members, William and Barbara
Schubak, who were born in
Bialystok, married Natalie Tobias,
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Jack
Tobias and granddaughter of our
late Gabbai, Max Tobias.

The William Schubaks, from the
first days they arrived in America
from the concentration camps where
they suffered much, joined the Club
of Bialystoker Friends, in which Bar-
bara Schubak was active as the
Recording Secretary. They attracted

, &

Natalie and Steven Schubak

many more newly arrived
Bialystoker landsleit to-the Club.
Later they and others became active
members of the Bialystoker Center
and Home. They are now Directors.

Rabbi Lowell S. Kronick,
Chaplain, and Cantor Harry
Feinberg, officiated at the wedding.
A large delegation of Bialystoker
landsleit attended this festive occa-
sion.

The newlyweds have moved to
Portland, Oregon where Steven
Schubak has a new position.

We wish the Schubak and Tobias
families, both of whom are active in
the Bialystoker Center and Home,
many years of joy from the young
couple.

families much nachas from the

newlyweds.

Annual Bialystoker Theatre
Benefit Held At Lincoln Center
Sunday, October 9th, 1977

Sunday afternoon, October 9th,
1977, the Bialystoker Center, Home
and Infirmary for the Aged con-
ducted its Annual Theatre Benefit at
Avery Fisher Hall of Lincoln Center
in New York, marking the 46th an-
niversary of our Center and Home.
The elegant, huge hall was packed
by several thousand Bialystoker
landsleit, friends, organizations and
supporters of our institution. The
entire program afforded the
audience several hours of enjoyable
entertainment.

The concert, titled “Holiday in
New York”, was produced by Hy
and Ada M. Einhorn of Encore Ar-
tists. In this wonderful show the fol-
lowing prominent performers par-
ticipated: Aliza Kashi, Morty
Gunty, Norman Atkins and Sascha
Tormas, accompanied by a full
orchestra. The show featured a good
blend of singing, instrumental music
and comedy.

Before the beginning of the second
act, Sam Solasz, President of the
Bialystoker Center and Home and
Izaak Rybal, General Secretary, ad-
dressed the audience. Mr. Solasz
spoke about the activities of our in-
stitution. Mr. Rybal greeted the in-
vited guests and the representatives
of various organizations who took
part in our Theatre Benefit.

* k%

We are pleased to announce that
we have engaged Avery Fisher Hall
for Sunday afternoon, September 24,
1978 at which time our next Theatre
Benefit will take place.

FIRST GRANDCHILD

We wish to congratulate our good
member for many years, Sol
Langlieb, on the birth of his first
grandchild, Matthew Greer, who
was born on January 3rd, 1978 to
Evelyn and Bruce Greer of Miami,
Florida.

Sol Langlieb and his late wife,
Mania, were active members of the
Bialystoker Home and the Club of
Bialystoker Friends. He endured the
Holocaust and the camps.

We wish Mr. Langlieb, Mr.and
Mrs. Greer and the entire family
much nachas from the new baby.
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LETTERS TO OUR EDITORS

@4

The City of New York
Office of the Comptroller

November 18, 1977
Dear Mr. Rybal and Rabbi Kronick:

Ever so many thanks for your message of con-
gratulations and good wishes. At times like these it is es-
pecially nice to hear from friends and I am grateful to
you for having taken the trouble to be in touch.

I look forward to our seeing one another again soon.
All the best. Warm regards.

Sincerely,
Harrison J. Goldin
Comptroller

(Editor’s Note: Mr. Goldin was recently reelected Comptroller of New
York City.)

February 14, 1978

Dear Mr. Rybal and Rabbi Kronick:

My family and I wish to thank you for your very
thoughtful letter during this sad time. Most importantly,
we want to express our deep appreciation for the im-
mediate, thoughtful action in giving my husband the
room and proper, kind attention, when it was needed.
We are grateful for the good care that was extended to
him, and sincerely appreciate the comfort you extended
to him during his last months.

We also want to thank Ms. Lookretis and express
our deep gratitude and appreciation for taking care of
these last acts. Special thanks to your staff in the office,
Lillian and Harriet.

Sincerely,
Alice Eston and Family

September 2, 1977

Dear Mr. Rybal and Rabbi Kronick:

On behalf of The Neighborhood Board of The
Henry Street Settlement, I want to thank you for the
contribution you made towards the success of our 10th
Annual Street Festival.

The materials which you donated to us went far
towards providing a festive atmosphere and the spirit
with which the material was given warmed us all. It is
good to know that there is still some community feeling
in New York City.

We hope to be able to work with you again on
future festivals. This one was a pleasure.

Thank you again.

Sincerely yours,

BARBARA WONG,
Chairperson, Henry Street Festival Committee

Dear Mr. Rybal and Rabbi Kronick:

I have been out of the country and have returned to
find your letter. The new assignment, which I undertook
after some cogitation, is lightened to a degree by the
messages I have received from good friends like
yourselves.

I feel terribly humble in the knowledge that so
many like you expect so much. I hope I can meet at least
part of the anticipation.

With very best wishes,

Sincerely,

PHILIP M. KLUTZNICK

Dear Mr. Rybal and Rabbi Kronick:

Thank you for your letter of 17th November con-
gratulating me on my election as Chairman of the
Governing Board of World Jewish Congress.

I much appreciate your kind observations and my
wife and I look forward with pleasure to seeing you soon.

With kind regards and best wishes.

Yours sincerely,

Ald. The R. Hon.
The Lord Fisher of Camden, J.P., F.C.L.S.
President, The Board of Deputies of British Jews

(Editor’s Note: Philip M. Klutznick and Lord Fisher are prominent
Bualystoker Fews who were recently elected President and Chairman of
the Governing Board of the World Fewish Congress, respectively.)

Seated in the chair is Nathan Soltes, who is 104 years old and a resident
of our Home since 1961. Standing alongside him are four succeeding
generations including his daughter, grandson, great-granddaughter and
great-great-grandchild.
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ANNUAL PURIM PARTY FOR
GENERAL MEMBERSHIP
HELD SUNDAY, MARCH
19TH, 1978

On Sunday, March 19th, 1978,
our Annual Purim Party and
Concert, as well as General
Membership Meeting, was held in
our beautifully decorated
auditorium at the Bialystoker
Center in New York, A large turnout
filled the hall.

The Chairman of this event was
Jack Berger, Vice-Chairman of the
Board of Governors and elected
new Vice-President for 1978-79.

An address was delivered by our
President, Sam Solasz, on the ac-
tivities of our institution.

Rabbi Lowell S. Kronick,
Chaplain, spoke about the meaning
of Purim in our time.

The new Administrator of the
Bialystoker Home and Infirmary for
the Aged, Yehoshua Schachter, was
introduced as was his wife, Malki.

Mr. Izaak Rybal, General
Secretary, made an appeal to which
the audience responded
enthusiastically. Miss Rose Finkel-
stein, President of the Bialystoker
Ladies Auxiliary, presented a check
of $1,500 from the members of the
Auxiliary to the Center and Home.

Cantor Harry Feinberg, Executive
Director, delighted the audience
with cantorial and folk renditions.
He was accompanied by Mrs. Sonia
Eidus at the piano. In view of the
fact that Mr. Feinberg was to enter
the hospital the next day, his lovely
singing was all the more inspiring.

Mr. Shmulik Goldstein, the
humorist, tickled the audience’s
sense of humor with his stories.
Delicious holiday dishes were served
by our Food Service Department.

A proposed slate of the Board of
Directors for 1978-79 was read and

approved by the General
Membership meeting.
Our members and friends

departed the auditorium at the end
of the proceedings having enjoyed a
very pleasant afternoon.

[l T o T T L T T o el el e Ll

BRING IN NEW MEMBERS TO THE
BIALYSTOKER CENTER AND HOME!

i N R S * ]

REFUAH SHLEIMAH

To Cantor Harry Feinberg, our Ex-
ecutive Director, who underwent
major surgery and who s
recuperating from illness. We miss
Mr. Feinberg in our office and we
hope he will be able to resume his
usual activities as Executive Director
in the near future. May he have a
speedy and complete recovery.
#* #* 3*

To Leah Morrow, who was
recently hospitalized and who is
recovering from illness. Mrs. Mor-
row is the wife of the Chairman of
our Board of Directors, Harold Mor-
row. May she have a speedy and
complete recovery.

THANKS TO ROSE KASS

We extend our sincere apprecia-
tion to our Honorary Vice President,
Mrs. Rose Kass, who sends in
generous donations to our Home.
Although she lives with her daughter
in Portland, Maine, her interest in
our elderly residents continues un-
abated. She always gives generously
to our institution on every holiday
and other important occasions.

May the Alm-ghty bless her, her
daughter and the other members of
her family with a healthy and happy
Passover.

A NEW PROGRAM
FOR OUR RESIDENTS

Last year we started a new
program on Thursday afternoons.
Its name: ‘“‘Kaffee Klatsch-Special
Project”” had to be changed to “Tea
Party” when the boycott on coffee
began, but the concept remained.
This year the special project is a
quilting bee. When enough quilted
triangles are finished they will be
sewed together into a quilt.

Working together towards a com-
mon goal, sharing the tools, discuss-
ing next week’s refreshments, create
an atmosphere of intimacy and help
people relate to each other. We hope
that this warm feeling will carry over
into daily life: that residents will
continue to talk to each other, watch
TV  together and establish
friendships which will make their
evenings less lonely.

ANNUAL PURIM PARTY FOR
THE RESIDENTS HELD
THURSDAY, MARCH 23RD, 1978

All of the residents and patients of
the Bialystoker Home and Infirmary
for the Aged were treated to a most
enjoyable Purim Party on Thursday,
March 23rd, 1978.

Our auditorium was gaily
decorated. The Food Services
Department, under the supervision
of Mrs. Bronia Skorka, provided
tasty refreshments.

Cantor Harry Feinberg was slated
to sing for the residents but his sud-
den illness and hospitalization
prevented him from doing so. In his
place, Rabbi Lowell S. Kronick,
Chaplain, sang a medley of cantorial
and folk songs. He was accompanied
at the piano by Sonia Eidus.

Our Annual Purim Party for the
residents is but one example of how
Jewish tradition is observed at our
Home.

MAOS CHITIM

We convey our sincere apprecia-
tion to all who answered our appeal
for Maos Chitim. Our aging resi-
dents are able to celebrate the
Sedorim with this assistance.

The poor in our community also
benefit from the many kind dona-
tions given by our contributors.
Most importantly we send money
orders to landsleit in need residing in
Israel and Bialystok.

Morris Kaufman, a Bialystoker, pictured here
as a Military Policeman in the U.S. Army in
1940 in New York.
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PASSOVER

We are very proud of the way Pas-
sover is celebrated in our home. The
Seders will be conducted this year, as
in the past, with the participation of
our elderly residents. Our dining
room is specially decorated for the
occasion, emphasizing the festive
nature of the holiday. Among the
ritual items featured on the Seder
table are: cups of wine, matzoth, bit-
ter herbs and charoseth.

Many thanks to the devoted sup-
porters of our Home who help make
our Sedonm possible by their
generosity. They fulfill an important
Mitzvoh by enabling the needy to
observe the Festival of Freedom.

SUMMER CAMPAIGN

During the summer months our
Home customarily finds itself
needing additional money.
Therefore we launch each year a
Summer Emergency Campaign after
Passover. With the assistance from
this fund we carry on numerous ac-
tivities for our elderly residents dur-
ing the summer.

We wish to thank all who so
thoughtfully contributed to our
Summer Campaign last year and
call upon them, their relatives and
friends to respond to our call for
much required donations for our
people this summer.

TRADITION, TRADITION

Our Trustee and Ladies Aux-
iliary President Rose Finkelstein is
continuing the tradition of her late
uncle, David Rosenblum and her
departed mother, Yetta Finkelstein,
of donating two cases of Passover
wine to our Home. We warmly
thank her for her thoughtfulness.
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Annual Chanukah Party For
Members And Friends Held
Sunday, December 4th, 1977

Our annual Chanukah party and
concert fc members and friends was
held in cur new auditorium Sunday,
December 4, 1977. Our members as
usual exhibited their strong dedica-
tion and filled the hall. The celebra-
tion was truly enjoyable.

Harry Feinberg, Executive Direc-
tor, presided at this occasion. He
asked Rabbi Lowell S. Kronick,

Benjamin Lemkin

Chaplain, to speak about the mean-
ing of Chanukah in our time.

Mr. Feinberg then called upon
Sam Solasz, President, who greeted
the guests and spoke about various
activities of the institution.

The Chairman then called Izaak
Rybal, General Secretary, to the
podium. Mr. Rybal auctioned six
Chanukah menorahs and raised a sub-
stantial sum of money for the Center
and Home. The audience responded
enthusiastically to the appeal by
making generous contributions.

At our invitation, a large delega-
tion of Wolkowisker [andsleit at-
tended the Chanukah party. The
highlight of the afternoon was a
medley of songs by Benjamin
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Lemkin, ten-year-old son of Daniel
Lemkin, an important officer in the
Wolkowisker Society. Cantor Harry
Feinberg, accompanied by Sonia
Eidus, conducted the kindling of the
Chanukah candles and sang several
songs.

The former President of the
Bialystoker Ladies Auxiliary, Hilda
Sloyer, presented a check of $1,500
to our institution collected from
donations made at the Auxiliary’s
Monday meetings.

Our special appreciation to Mrs.
Bronia Skorka, Director of Building
and Food Services, and her staff, for
preparing such delicious, traditional
dishes for this occasion.

The Chanukah party
demonstrated once again that the
Bialystoker Home enjoys strong and
active support from its people.

ANNUAL BAZAAR

Our Annual Bazaar, conducted
by the Bialystoker Ladies Auxiliary,
was held from December 11th to
19th, 1977,

We extend warm thanks to its
energetic chairman, Harold Talin,
Rose Finkelstein, President of the
Ladies Auxiliary, and also to their
committee which collected, stored
and sold the merchandise. We are
pleased to report that this year’s
Bazaar was more successful than in
previous years, because we received
more materials than ever before. To
all our good friends, we express a
hearty “thank you.”

Closing Meeting and Instal-
lation

The Closing Meeting and Instal-
lation of Officers for 1978-79 will be
held Sunday, June 25, 1978 at 1:00
P.M. in our Home.
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GEORGE GERING

IN MEMORIAM

The Bialystoker Center and Home for the Aged as
well as the Club of Bialystoker Friends have lost an in-
spiring officer,director and supporter for many years
with the death of George Gering on Tuesday, October
4th, 1977 at the age of 70.

His father, Nochem Chaim Gering, was Gabbai in a
prominent synagogue in Bialystok, a deeply pious man,
highly respected by the Jewish community. His mother
was the late Soshe Gering.

He came to the United States in 1927 and married the
former Edith Futernick in 1934. In the United States, he
became most successful in the scrap metal business. He
and his wife joined the Bialystoker Center in the 1940’s
and, in 1945, they became active in the Club of
Bialystoker Friends, which was established for the pur-
pose of helping Bialystoker Jewish victims of the war.

George and Edith spent much of their time gathering
relief supplies, as well as packing them, for shipment to
survivors of Bialystok. They also were in the forefront of
those helping newly arrived landsleit in America.

Mr. Gering later became President of the Club of
Bialystoker Friends, serving in that capacity for many
years and also joined the Board of Directors of the
Bialystoker Center and Home.

George Gering was a man of his word. His friends and
colleagues knew they could trust him. He was also a
man of ideas. Often he would suggest novel ways in
which the Club could improve and extend its efforts to
assist war victims.

Always busy, Mr. Gering nevertheless found time to
attend meetings of the Club and the Center. On occa-
sion he would invite the Club members to hold their
meetings in his home in order to make it possible for him
to be in attendance.

He was an active supporter of our Israel Bond Cam-
paigns. Not only did he purchase large denominations of
bonds, but he also encouraged his friends to do the
same. He was a devoted supporter of Bialystoker landsleit
in Israel.

Because of the humanitarian traditions imbued in him
by his parents, Mr. Gering not only aligned himself with
the Bialystoker Center and Club, but was devoted to our
Home and the elderly residents it serves.

Several years ago, George and Edith Gering moved to
Miami Beach. His interest in our institution nonetheless
continued strong. He was frequently in contact with us
by telephone and by letter. He wanted to know what was
going on at the Home and he continued his support.
With all his charitable activities, Edith remained at his
side, helping him along the way.

George and Edith Gering raised a fine family. Their
sons, Norman and Shelly, took over, modernized and ex-
panded the business so that it is today one of the most
outstanding metal businesses on the East Coast. It is
now called Cousins Metal Industries and is located in
Oceanside, New York. In their office hangs a picture of
Nochem Chaim Gering, an august face with the

George Gering

traditional long beard and yarmulke. That such a picture
should be so prominently displayed in the nerve center
of their company, signifies that Norman and Shelly Ger-
ing have committed themselves to carrying on the
Bialystoker heritage which their late father and grand-
father passed on to them.

In addition to his wife and children, Mr. Gering is
survived by two daughters-in-law, Mrs. Shelley (Susie)
Gering and Mrs. Norman (Sandy) Gering; four
grandchildren, Jennifer, Brett, Rachel and Craig, and
two sisters, Dorothy Mann and Jeanette Katz.

Our officers, directors and members extend their con-
dolences to the bereaved family and the hope that they
will be comforted.
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A mural found in the Jewish Historical Society in Warsaw depicting the
leaders of the resistance in the Bialystoker Ghetto, August 16, 1943, the
date of its liquidation. The Jewish citizens of Bialystok are urged, in Yid-
dish and Polish, to continue resisting the enemy until death.



—

o+ BIALYSTOKER

STIMME April, 1978

BIALYSTOKER
LADIES AUXILIARY

i by ROSE FINKELSTEIN, President !HHIL=

In spite of the record breaking cold and snowy winter,
I am happy to report that our Ladies Auxiliary func-
tioned at a near normal level. At the beginning of the fall
season our meetings exceeded my expectations. In fact,
our usual meeting room was too small to accommodate
all the members who attended, and it was necessary to
use the auditorium for several meetings.

Despite the inclement weather, we only cancelled two
Monday meetings, which did not inconvenience too
many members because they took my advice and called
the Home before making the trip. I continually sug-
gested that they call before leaving home because our
members live in various boroughs of the city and to
many the trip to the Home is long and strenuous.

Because the Jewish holidays came so early in the year,
the opening meeting was not held until mid-October.
This meeting, as usual, was very well attended, and was
a financial success. I want to take this opportunity of ex-
tending my thanks and that of the entire membership to
Mrs. Bronia Skorka, Director of Food Services, and her
staff for the many tasty luncheons which are served at all
our Monday meetings.

Our first big endeavor was the Annual Bazaar. Let me
start by thanking everyone, members of the Auxiliary
and non-members, who secured the merchandise which
helped make the Bazaar the tremendous financial suc-
cess that it was, in spite of the competition which we had
from various other organizations in the neighborhood.

The Bazaar was held during the first and second
weekends of December. As everyone knows, this type of
activity is very hard and tedious work. I would like to
thank the Chairman of the Bazaar, Harold Talin, who
did a marvellous job of overseeing the operations of the
Bazaar. The following people who offered their time and
energy to display, sell and pack the merchandise also
deserve credit: Bernice Birnbaum, Ruth Blumberg, Fan-
nie Erenthal, Regina Feit, Helen Friberg, Bella Nosoff,
Celia Plocki, Sylvia Ramer, Martin Rosenberg, Tillie
Rosner, Helen Sharron, Hilda Sloyer, Betty Tobias,
Pearl Wilensky, Ruth Winston, Edward Winston, Betty
Zablowitz. My apologies to anyone inadvertently left out.

Since the season started, I have had the satisfaction of
welcoming new members to the Auxiliary. I hope this
trend will continue. It has also given me great pleasure
to realize that within the last year and a half the follow-
ing have become life members: Diana Farber, Regina
Feit, Doris Kohn, Suzanne Manfre, Mrs. R. Neuhof and
Florence Richman. :

Since our members make donations at every meeting,
and work so hard for the Bazaar, it appears to me that
you would be interested in knowing how your money is
used. First and most important is the welfare and enjoy-
ment of our residents — two yearly cook-outs in the gar-
den; two birthday parties for the residents each year; a

Rose Finkelstein

Purim and a Chanukah party for the residents; Mother’s
and Father’s Day parties; special dishes on holidays and
Friday nights; defraying the cost of the Stimme and mail-
ing expenses; and, at various times during the year,
donations by the Auxiliary to the Biaystoker Center.

At this time, I wish to extend my best wishes to
everyone for a happy, kosher and joyous Passover. Allow
me to echo your feelings by praying for a lasting peace in
Israel.

('\90:0 @~

JERRY MINK FUND FOR REMAINING
JEWS IN BIALYSTOK

In October, 1977, the Bialystoker Center and Home
had the pleasure of a visit from our good friend, Jerry
Mink, who was in the United States on business. Ap-
proximately two years ago, Mr. Mink moved to Israel
and has settled there. He is a well known entrepreneur
in the scrap metal business in Israel.

His mother’s family originated from Bialystok. This
explains in part Jerry Mink’s profound interest in the
handful of Jewish families remaining in Bialystok today.

A while back, Mr. Mink strengthened a fund the
Bialystoker Center and Home had established many
years ago for these Bialystoker Jews. He did so by mak-
ing a substantial personal contribution to this fund and
encouraging our institution to conduct an expanded
fund raising campaign for them. During his visit last Oc-
tober, Mr. Mink once again contributed a large sum for
this cause.

In his name and in the names of the Jews in Bialystok,
we appeal to all our members and friends for generous
donations to this worthwhile effort.
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Ephraim Kluk, Well Known Attorney

In Cape Town, South Africa and Bialystoker
Landsman, Visits Landsleit in
Buenos Aires and Montevideo

In December and January, Ephraim Kluk, a leading
Bialystoker landsman in Cape Town, South Africa and a
prominent attorney, made a trip to Buenos Aires,
Argentina and Montevideo, Uruguay to discuss with
landsleit there how best to support Sefer Bialystok.

As the readers of the Bualystoker Stimme know, Sefer
Bualystok is a project planned for many years and now in
the process of completion. The Bialystoker Center in
New York is playing a major role in the effort to bring
this project to fruition. The book will contain a complete
history of Jewish Bialystok from its inception to its
destruction, and will feature profiles on various dis-
tinguished Bialystoker Jews who have survived the
destruction of their home town.

Mr. Kluk and his wife were given a special reception
at Beth Bialystok, which is the headquarters of the lands-
manschaft in Buenos Aires. Despite the fact that it was at
the height of the holiday season in Buenos Aires, the hall
was full. The Kluks were very warmly received. Mr.
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Ephraim Kluk

Kluk spcke for about an hour dealing with memories of
Bialystok, its significance in Jewish life and the necessity
for commemorating the town in Sefer Bialystok. He made
a special appeal for supporting the memorial volume
and was assured that full assistance would be given to
the project.

The following week, and a few days before their
departure, the Kluks were given a farewell dinner at
Beth Bialystok, which was combined with a welcome to
landsleit who had arrive from Israel on a visit. The at-
tendance for this occasion was even larger than at the
previous gathering.

In Montevideo, Mr. Kluk held a full discussion with
Israel Babkes, a leading Bialystoker [landsman in
Uruguay. regarding Sefer Bialystok.

Mr. Kluk has arranged a meeting of all Bialystoker

Jews in Cape Town, giving them a full report of his trip
and endeavoring to raise funds from the people in his
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Israel Bond Tribute Honors
Mr. and Mrs. Norman Natowitz
October 9, 1977 i
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We wish to congratulate our good members and
Bialystoker landsleit, Mr. and Mrs. Norman Natowitz,
for having been honored for their distinguished service to
Israel at a State of Israel Bonds Testimonial Brunch on
Sunday, October 9, 1977, at the Clearbrook, New
Jersey, Clubhouse.

Mr. and Mrs. Natowitz were presented with the Israel
Bond United Jerusalem Award commemorating the 10th
anniversary of the reunification of Jerusalem.

Norman Natowitz became deeply immersed in the
Zionist movement as a young student in his native
Bialystok. His family was very prominent in Bialystok
for their textile factory, known as the Notowicz-
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Sylvia and Norman Natowitz

Wygodski Factory. Upon migrating to Montreal,
Canada, he joined the Canadian-Jewish Legion.

After moving to Metuchen, New Jersey, he became
active in Jewish life there. He was Chairman of the
Building Committee of Temple Neve Shalom, was a
member of the Board of Directors and today remains ac-
tive in the United Jewish Appeal Drive. During the High
Holy days he assisted the cantor in conducting services.

When he and Mrs. Natowitz moved to Clearbrook in
1973, Mr. Natowitz immediately became involved in
organizing a Jewish congregation and conducted ser-
vices the first two years.

Mrs. Natowitz is also deeply involved in Jewish life.
She and her husband were married in 1940 and are the
parents of three daughters and a son.

The Bialystoker Center and Home wish Norman and
Sylvia Natowitz many more active years on behalf of the
State of Israel as well as for the benefit of our own in-
stitution.

own community. He also intends to travel to Johan-
nesburg, to organize Bialystoker Jews there and to
gather support for Sefer Bialystok.

We are proud of Mr. Kluk and we wish him every suc-
cess in his efforts.
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JOSEPH AND JUDITH BERMAN,

PROMINENT PERSONALITIES IN
CANADA AND ISRAEL
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In the last issue of the Bualystoker Stimme, we reported
that Joseph Berman and his wife Judith dedicated a
cultural center on the campus of the Hebrew University
in Jerusalem in memory of their son and two
grandchildren killed in an airplane crash sixteen years
ago.

For those who did not read the Yiddish article in the
last Stimme, we wish to introduce Joseph Berman who
lived in Montreal for many years and played an impor-
tant role within its Jewish community. He was the Presi-
dent of that city’s great Jewish library and was a promi-
nent figure in its Jewish educational institutions.

For a long time, Mr. Berman was the Vice-President
of the Bialystoker Center in Montreal. Together with
Henoch Roskies, who was the President of the Center,

Joseph and Judith Berman

he was extremely active in providing assistance to
refugees of the Holocaust who emigrated to Canada. In
this endeavor, he was significantly helped by his wife
Judith, who was born in Bialystok.

The Bermans have now settled in Israel, although
they spend the winter months in Florida. At the dedica-
tion of the cultural building the Bermans donated to the
Hebrew University held in April 1977, the Bialystoker
landsleit were represented by Izaak Rybal, General
Secretary of the Bialystoker Center and Home in New
York, Mr. and Mrs. Zalman Yerushalmy, Mr. and Mrs.
Zvi Klementynowski, Mr. and Mrs. Abraham
Shaikevitch and Max Ratner of Cleveland, who by now

Israel Bond plaque presented to Masha Beren. From left tc right: Harry
Feinberg, Sam Solasz, Mrs. Beren, Simcha Sosen, Kay and Jacob Beren.

Bialystoker Center and Club Of
Grodner Friends Purchase Special
$100,000 Israel Bond
In Memory of Max Beren

We at the Bialystoker Center pride ourselves on being
at the forefront of aiding the State of Israel, especially in
these perilous times. In April, 1977, individual officers,
members and friends of our Center and Home
purchased Israel Bonds totaling $125,000.

On Sunday, November 20th, 1977 a breakfast was
held with the participation of officers and members of
our institution as well as members of the Club of
Grodner Friends, who had together donated a substan-
tial sum of money with which a special Israel bond
worth $100,000 was purchased.

It was decided to dedicate this bond in memory of
Max Beren, one of the leading members of the Grodner
landsmanschaft, who suffered in but survived the Nazi
Holocaust. The brother of our Director, Jacob Beren,
Max Beren passed away in 1975 at the age of 54.

A special framed certificate from the Israel Bond
Organization was presented by our President, Sam
Solasz, to Masha Beren, the deceased’s widow. Our
General Secretary, Izaak Rybal, made an appeal to raise
additional funds that were needed to provide the re-
quired percentage for purchasing the Israel bond. A
memorable concert was rendered by our Executive
Director, Harry Feinberg.

is quite well known to the readers of the Stimme as the
President of the American-Israel Chamber of Com-
merce, a successful businessman from Cleveland and a
distinguished Bialystoker Jew.

We are pleased to report that Mr. and Mrs. Berman
have made a generous contribution to our Center and
the Stimme. We wish them many more healthy, happy
and productive years together for the benefit of the State
of Israel and Jews throughout the world.
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BRUCE RATNER, NEW N.Y. C COMMISSIONER OF CONSUMER

AFFAIRS A DESCENDANT OF BIALYSTOKER JEWS

Bruce Charles Ratner, a 33-year-old law professor
specializing in consumer rights, has been appointed by
Mayor Koch as Commissioner of Consumer Affairs for
New York City.

Commissioner Ratner is the son of the late Harry
Ratner, who was born in Bialystok, and is the nephew of
our well-known Bialystoker landsman, Max Ratner of
Cleveland, Chairman of the Board of Forest City
Enterprises and President of the American-Israel
Chamber of Commerce.

Raised in Cleveland, where his late father, Harry
Ratner, ran a building supplies business, Mr. Ratner
went on to Harvard College, receiving a Bachelor’s
Degree in English in 1967. He attended Columbia Law
School, graduating — along with an older brother, who
also attended — in 1970. Offered two clerkships with
judges, he turned them down to head the new Queens
Consumer Office. He preferred starting from scratch in
the consumer protection field. Later, Mr. Ratner went
on to become the Consumer Affairs Department’s Con-
sumer Advocate under Commissioner Bess Myerson. In
that post, he was in charge of 42 enforcement employees,
including ten other lawyers. One of Mr. Ratner’s most
celebrated feats was placing a recorder-wired under-
cover agent in a Fifth Avenue ‘“‘going-out-of-business”
shop to gather evidence of fraud.

In June, 1973, when Miss Myerson left as Commis-
sioner, Mr. Ratner left the department also, to accept an
appointment at New York University as an Assistant
Professor of Law and as Founder and Director of NYU'’s
Consumer Law Clinic. He has also directed Consumer
Help, a cadre of up to 80 law students and other
volunteers manning telephones to advise callers on a
wide ranges of complaints, which handles some 5,000
cases a year.

In appointing Mr. Ratner, Mayor Koch said, “Bruce
knows of my desire that consumers in this city get a fair
deal and that dishonest and unscrupulous operators —

Commissioner Bruce Ratner with wife and chlidren.

who damage the overwhelming majority of honest
business people — be dealt with as sternly as the law al-
lows.”

Licensing businesses, instituting law suits on behalf of
consumers and managing the Department of Consumer
Affairs which has a staff of 320 people, will be Mr.
Ratner’s priorities.

He lives in an East Side apartment with his wife, Julie,
a part-time school librarian, and their two daughters,
Rebecca and Elizabeth.

Once again an individual with Bialystoker lineage has
been found to have distinguished himself in a very im-
portant endeavor. We wish Bruce Ratner a successful
tenure in his new position.

Rybal was a member of a delegation authorized by the
Federation of Polish Jews of America to meet with the
Polish Government in Warsaw and negotiate certain
matters of interest to Polish-American Jews. He found
time, during this official visit in December, 1977, to
travel to Bialystok. His vivid description of what he
found in contemporary Bialystok, contrasted with
Bialystok before the war, actually moved many members
of the audience to tears. A complete article by Mr.
Rybal describing his visit to Bialystok can be found in
this issue on page 6.

Cantor Harry Feinberg, Executive Director of the
Bialystoker Center and Home, sang a number of ghetto
songs and recited appropriate psalms and memorial
prayers.

The audience responded warmly to Mr. Rybal’s ap-
peal, the proceeds of which will be allocated to support
the Sefer Bialystok project.

The atmosphere was tinged with sadness when Mr.
Ribal called these individuals to light six large candles in
memory of the six million Jewish victims of the Nazis.
They included: Riva Jenton, Mexico; Israel Kamaiko,
Fania Posniak, Harry Pitluk, Eli Ickowicz, and Gail and
Maida Chuden, the young daughters of the recently
deceased Bialystoker landsfrau, Lisa Chuden.

The audience began leaving at the conclusion of the
Memorial Meeting in the late afternoon, filled with
recollections of the beautiful home town they so tragical-
ly loved and lost.
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President Sam Solasz kindling memorial candle in tribute to Yonatan
Netanyahu, fallen Israeli commander at Entebbe.

Culture Chairman Louis Silver commemorating 10th yahrzeit of David
Sohn.

35TH ANNUAL MEMORIAL MEETING IN MEMORY OF 60,000

BIALYSTOKER MARTYRS, HELD SUNDAY, FEB. 5TH, 1978

Several hundred Bialystoker [andsleit and friends
gathered on Sunday afternoon, February 5th, 1978 at
the Bialystoker Center in New York for the 35th Annual
Memorial Meeting in tribute to the 60,000 martyrs of
Bialystok and vicinity, who were liquidated by the Nazis
during World War II. Most of the participants at this
Yizkor Assembly were themselves survivors of the
Holocaust as well as landsleit and friends living in the
New York area.

Our President, Sam Solasz, who miraculously sur-
vived the Hitler terror, called the meeting to order. He
warmly greeted the audience and stressed the impor-
tance of paying honor each year to the memories of those
who perished, which the Bialystoker Center in New
York fulfills. Later on in the proceedings, Mr. Solasz lit
a special candle mourning the heroic leader of the
Israeli commandos who rescued the hostages at Enteb-
be, Yonatan Netanyahu.

The Chairman of the Assembly was Louis Silver,
Culture Chairman of the Bialystoker landsmanschaft and
also Executive Director of the Workmen’s Circle Home
for the Aged in New York. In a short but inspiring mes-
sage, Mr. Silver spoke about the important place which
Jewish Bialystok still occupies in the hearts of our
landsleit, since it was a great and renowned center of

Eastern European Jewry. He recalled various aspects of
Jewish life and culture in pre-war Bialystok, discussed
the great suffering and resistance displayed by
Bialystoker Jews during the war against the Nazi in-
vaders and urged the members of the audience to
enshrine in their hearts the glorious traditions which
Jewish Bialystok left behind. Subsequently, Mr. Silver
lit a candle marking the 10th anniversary of David
Sohn’s death. Mr. Sohn, as our readers well know, was
the founder and first Executive Director of the
Bialystoker Center and Home.

Rabbi Lowell S. Kronick, Chaplain, gave a talk about
David Sohn, the personality he was — architect, founder
and director of our institution for forty years. Rabbi
Kronick further pointed out that Mr. Sohn was a very
unusual person. No wonder he was so well liked by
Bialystoker landsleit everywhere and that his memory is
still revered and loved. It is important, Rabbi Kronick
remarked, to remember such an inspiring individual,
for Mr. Sohn justly earned the title of ““Mr. Bialystok,”
and that title will always be mentioned in reference to
him.

The audience listened attentively to Izaak Rybal’s
impressions of his recent visit to Bialystok. The General
Secretary of the Bialystoker Center and Home, Mr.
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LEO MELAMED, BIALYSTOKER LANDSMAN,

IS A PROMINENT FINANCIAL EXPERT
IN INTERNATIONAL CURRENCY

The February 5th, 1978 issue of the New York Times
carried an article by H.]J. Maidenberg, a business and
financial reporter for the 7imes, about Leo Melamed,
until last year Chairman of the Chicago Mercantile Ex-
change and head of its international monetary market.

Early last year Mr. Melamed started something new
in finance — a brokerage service that deals exclusively in
foreign currency. Although many brokerage houses han-
dle this type of account, none do so exclusively and all
invite speculative accounts. Mr. Melamed is a legal ad-
visor to the Chicago Mercantile Exchange, an unofficial

Leo Melamed

arbiter of disputes and an expert on the rules of trading
in the Exchange.

He was born in Bialystok in 1932. His father, our good
member and donor for many years, Isaac Melamed
(Melamdovitch), was a member of the City Council in
Bialystok before the Germans invaded in September,
1939. His mother is Fayge Barakin Melamed. After
several attempts to escape the Nazis, the family fled
through Siberia to Japan where they left for the United
States in 1941, just before Pearl Harbor.

Settling in Chicago after World War II, Mr. Melamed
later went on to the University of Illinois and then
graduated from the John Marshall Law School. His in-
troduction to commodities came when he worked part
time for Merrill Lynch as a pit runner for $25.00 a week
while at law school.

Several weeks before this remarkable article appeared

in the Times, Mr. Melamed quite coincidentally sent in a
substantial donation to our Center and Home for the
purpose of perpetuating his mother’s parents, Nachman
and Itke Barakin, in our synagogue. Before the 7imes ar-
ticle, we had no idea of the prominence of this man in
the world of finance, his parents never sharing this infor-
mation with us.

We are always interested in discovering that
Bialystoker landsleit, their children and grandchildren,
have distinguished themselves in various disciplines or
professions. We may be justly proud of the accomplish-
ments of our people all over the world in hundreds cf dif-
ferent fields.

THE BLIZZARDS OF 1978

By Florence Lookretis, RN

[

Director of Nursing Services

As everyone in this area knows, the winter of 1978 was
unusually harsh. Several blizzards buried the
metropolitan area in crippling snow. Businesses were
closed. Transportation was virtually at a standstill.

In spite of everything, our nursing staff came to work
in 12 to 18 inches of snow. Some of them stayed and
worked extra time because their coworkers were late or
could not come in. They remained cheerful, showed no
impatience and were just as kind to the patients as ever.

I wish to give special thanks to the following: Mrs. L.
Handel, RN, who worked 18 straight hours during the
snowstorm; Miss M. Francis, LPN, who worked 16
hours and just got home only to return to work without
any sleep; Mrs. M. Cox, Nurses Aide; Mrs. E. Meertins,
Nurses Aide; Mrs. M. Tardebono, LPN; all of whom
worked 16 consecutive hours.

No one on any shift attempted to leave until there was
adequate replacement coverage. Many thanks also to
those staff members who made the brave attempt to
come to work but could not get here. The loyalty of the
nursing staff shown during the storm was inspiring. I am
very proud of our staff and I just cannot thank them
enough.

Tk

The administration of the Bialystoker Home for the
Aged wishes to thank staff members in all other depart-
ments including Food, Maintenance, Activities, and the
Office for showing devotion to our Home in their own
ways during the snowstorms. We are very proud of all
our employees upon whom we can rely even under the
most difficult circumstances.
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MILTON A. WOLF APPOINTED
BY PRESIDENT CARTER AS

U. S. AMBASSADOR TO AUSTRIA

On Thursday, June 16th, 1977, President Carter of-
ficially nominated Cleveland builder Milton A. Wolf as
Ambassador to Austria. He has since been confirmed by
the United States Senate and is serving in his new post.

Mr. Wolf is a nephew by marriage of our Bialystoker
landsman, Max Ratner, Chairman of the Board of Forest
City Enterprises in Cleveland and President of the
American-Israel Chamber of Commerce.

Mr. Wolf, 52, was President of Zehman-Wolf
Construction Company. His civic posts have included
chairmanship of the Jewish Welfare Fund Appeal.

A life-long scholar, Mr. Wolf was the only non-
academic member of the President’s economic advisory

L
Ambassador Milton A. Wolf

panel in 1976. He holds two Bachelors Degrees and a
Masters. He needs only to finish a dissertation for a doc-
torate.

“I am at the point in my career where I was ready
to make a change,” Mr. Wolf said. “If not for the ap-
pointment, I would have been teaching some courses in
Economics this fall at Case Western Reserve University,
finished my Ph.D. and gone into the academic field.”

As owner of Zehman-Wolf, he has built more than
300 million dollars worth of industrial structures, high-
rise apartments, homes, offices and shopping centers.

He has been an officer of local, state and national
associations in construction. His wife, Roslyn, recently
got a Bachelors Degree in Art History from Case
Western Reserve University. His four children are all
brilliant students pursuing their education.

Here is yet another example of how Bialystoker
landsleit have made great accomplishments in various
walks of life.

GENERAL SECRETARY IZAAK RYBAL

GUEST OF DR. SAMUEL PISAR
IN PARIS

On my way back to the United States from Poland
on my official mission there, I stopped off in Paris at Dr.
Samuel Pisar’s invitation. The readers of the Stimme are
well aware that Dr. Pisar, born in Bialystok, a victim of
the Nazi concentration camps and the youngest
Bialystoker to survive those camps, is a highly respected
international lawyer specializing in trade relations
between East and West.

I was greatly impressed by the grandeur of Dr.
Pisar’s residence in Paris, a reflection of his and his wife
Judith’s elegant taste. Mrs. Pisar was born in the United

Dr. and Mrs. Samuel Pisar

States, having worked as an Administrator of the
Brooklyn Academy of Music. In Paris, she is today oc-
cupied with this same type of cultural work, for which
she is prominent and highly appreciated.

I sat with the Pisars at their table together with
their four children, enjoying a delicious dinner. We dis-
cussed reminiscences of Bialystok before the war and the
tribulations we both experienced during the war. Dr.
Pisar once again demonstrated his interest in the well-
being of the Bialystoker Center and Home in New York,
promising that he and his wife would visit us in the
future.

This very pleasant encounter with Dr. and Mrs.
Samuel Pisar was an enjoyable climax to a trip which
was, at times, emotionally overwhelming for me. I am
grateful to them for their wonderful hospitality.
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all directions. The population there today numbers
more than 200,000. Sadly, the Jewish contingent has
been reduced to nine people. Living in different parts of
the city, they have little to do with one another. I asked
them why they chose to remain in this unfamiliar,
rebuilt modern city which was once our beloved home
town. Their answer was simple; the war left them
isolated, broken and sick. It was difficult for them to
start anew, to travel about looking for new places to live.
They decided it was easier to remain in Bialystok. Their
names are: Szyja Bartnowski, Abram Sidranski, L. M.
Penner, Lejba Bielski, Erszel Jalowski, Kalman Kania,
Yankel Chaszkes, Szloma Pachter, and Szymon
Zlotorynski.

The Bialystoker Center in New York is in touch with
these remaining Jews in Bialystok and we send money
certificates to them with which they can buy whatever
they wish. This is made possible by the Jerry Mink
Fund, which Mr. Mink expanded through his
generosity, shortly after he returned from a trip he made
to Bialystok several years ago.

When Dr. Datner and I arrived in this strange city
which used to be our home town, one of the remaining
Jews, Szyja Bartnowski, was good enough to usher us
about to sites where memorable buildings, landmarks
and other places of interest used to be. It was tremen-
dously saddening to note that the three Jewish
cemeteries in Bialystok are today in a condition of shock-
ing disrepair. The Bagnowke Cemetery is desecrated
and monuments are either gone or vandalized. Houses
are being built on its grounds. The old cemetery on
Minski Street has been shut down, a pedestrian walk
crisscrossing it to the center of town. The Zabia
Cemetery within the Bialystoker Ghetto has been con-
verted into a park. Thirty-five hundrec graves were dis-
turbed, the remains exhumed and reburied together in
an obscure corner of the area near which a monument
draws attention in Polish to this fact. I asked Szyja Bart-
nowski to take care of this monument and he promised
me he would. All over I looked around, hoping against
hope that something familiar would appear, that my
sense of alienation would subside. My wanderings about
in Bialystok, however, only increased my despair and
dejection.

I looked for particular Jewish houses, factories,
organizations and institutions, Jewish newspapers,
theatres, schools, sports clubs, trade unions and any
other evidence that there once was an organized, well-
developed Jewish community. Some small evidence does
exist. Bialystoker landsleit remember the great synagogue
into which the Nazis hoarded 2,000 Jews on Friday,
June 27th, 1941. That same day, these men, women and
children perished in a fire set by the Nazis which totally
destroyed the holy place and all those inside.

After the war, the Jews who returned to Bialystok
came upon the scene and gathered together the remains
of the synagogue, assembling it in one place. Their pur-
pose was to have this serve as a monument to the great
synagogue. My recent visit to Bialystok, however,
revealed that even this modest attempt to memorialize
the destruction was foiled. On the site of the singed iron
remnants of the synagogue stand modern houses. At the
side of one house, if one looks hard and long, an incon-

Izaak Rybal standing next to a stone marked “Bialystok” on the site of
the former gas chambers at the Treblinka concentration camp.

spicuous inscription can be found stating that there was
once a synagogue there. Similarly, Cytron’s Beis
Hamidrash no longer exists as such; the building is intact
but it now houses the Polish Center of Culture and Art.

The Hebrew Gymnasium, that remarkable institution
in which hundreds of Jewish boys and girls received a
very fine Jewish education, has been replaced by a
hospital. Dr. Datner, who accompanied me on the visit,
had taught at the Hebrew Gymnasium for more than 15
years. His reaction at seeing what happened to his
beloved school was to sob uncontrollably. His display of
emotion overwhelmed me.

[ left Bialystok heartbroken, emotionally drained and
depressed. After Dr. Datner and I took leave of Szyja
Bartnowski, we rode away in our car, turning our heads
back for a last glimpse of that town which once was our
beloved birthplace, where we spent our childhood and
from where so many of our beloved relatives left this
earth.

In our subsequent talks with the Polish Government,
we emphasized the disgraceful condition of Jewish
cemeteries throughout Poland. We were reassured that
steps would be taken in the future to restore many of
these burial places and, upon my insistence, we were
told that the Bagnowke Cemetery in Bialystok would be
among the rehabilitated cemeteries.

I came away admitting to myself that Jewish
Bialystok no longer exists in Poland. Rather it survives
in the form of our great Bialystoker Center in New York,
where we perpetuate the hallowed traditions of
Bialystok. It is our obligation to uphold its ideals, tradi-
tions and aspirations transplanted onto American soil.
Let us pledge to carry out this sacred responsibility
which those of our families martyred during the war pas-
sed on to us.

Become Members of the
Bialystoker Center and
Home for The Aged

[l T o T o I L]
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MY RECENT VISIT TO BIALYSTOK

In 1945, when I returned to Bialystok after the war, I
began to realize how horrifying Hitler’s destruction of
our home town really was. The Nazi juggernaut left un-
mistakable tracks of ruination all over Bialystok; it was
incredible that such devastation could be visited upon
our city during the war years. I saw that most of what
was cherished by Jewish citizens in Bialystok did not
survive the war.

In December, 1977, when I revisited Bialystok after 32
years, there was no semblance of the town which many
of you and I remember before the Nazi tragedy.
Everything is gone; nothing is recognizable; nothing re-
mains but a rebuilt, modern metropolis.

The reason for my recent visit to Bialystok was that I

The Stadt Zeiger (Town Clock) which is the familiar landmark of
Bialystok.

was appointed a delegate of the Federation of Polish
Jews in America, together with several other dis-
tinguished delegates. Our mission, representing Polish
Jews all over the world, was to meet with ministers of the
Polish Government in Warsaw and to negotiate with
them several issues of importance. Our committee in-
cluded: Rabbi Dr. Alexander Schindler, Chairman;
Shlomo ben Israel and Eli Zborowski, Vice-Chairmen;
Ben Gray, Los Angeles; Yechiel M. Dobekirer,

( This English translation of the Yiddish article on page 1 appear-
ing in this issue was made by Rabbi Lowell S. Kronick,
Chaplain.)

c By IZAAK RYBAL, General Secretary !

Secretary; Kalman Sultanik; and myself as Treasurer.
Because Premier Menachem Begin’s official visit to the
United States coincided with our departure, Rabbi
Schindler was not able to accompany us to Poland, since
his presence was required in Washington. Mr. Ben-
Israel took over the chairmanship at Rabbi Schindler’s
request.

In Warsaw, our group had several meetings and dis-
cussions with various officials of Polish Government
ministries. We insisted on free access to archives and
documents in Poland bearing on Polish Jews; releasing
to various Jewish communities all over the world
religious articles used in Jewish worship which remain
in Poland; erecting monuments over the mass graves of
Jewish victims of the Nazis scattered in the Polish earth
without appropriate markers; organizing a Jewish
museum depicting the horrors of the Auschwitz-
Birkenau concentration camp — showing the Holocaust
and Jewish heroism in that camp — a museum to be es-
tablished with the guidance of Jewish experts in the
field; paying disability benefits and pensions to Polish
Jews required to renounce their Polish citizenship before
they would be allowed to leave Poland after the war.

In addition to Warsaw, our delegation went to Lublin
and Cracow. Visiting the concentration camps at
Auschwitz, Maidanek and Treblinka, where millions of
our Jewish brethren were liquidated, proved to be a
most painful experience. Particularly heartrending was
seeing some 800 large and small stones, which have
replaced the gas chambers in Treblinka, inscribed with
the names of destroyed Jewish communities in Poland.
The 800 stones signify, as indicated on a sign when one
enters Treblinka, 800,000 Jews killed in that camp.
Among the stones, I found a big rock upon which the
name Bialystok was indelibly hewn. I stood there, my
eyes brimming with tears, uttering a silent prayer.

To be sure, I had reserved time to visit Bialystok as
soon as I knew I would be traveling to Poland. Tuesday,
December 13th, 1977 was free. Dr. Szymon Datner, who
lives in Warsaw, knew in advance about my plans and
was prepared to accompany me to Bialystok. I rented a
private car and we left Warsaw Tuesday morning. Little
did I realize that a bitter experience awaited me later
that same day.

The ride from Warsaw to Bialystok by car takes two
and one-half hours. For me, however, the trip seemed
endless. The signs along the road brought back to me
names of towns and villages familiar to all Bialystoker
landsleit. For in those places, Jews had lived and
breathed their culture to their heart’s content until the
“Final Solution” was brutally implemented. Today, not
even a hint can be found of what once was.

As we know, pre-war Bialystok counted some 90,000
inhabitants, among them approximately 60,000 Jews.
Contemporary Bialystok, on the other hand, sprawls in



April, 1978

BIALYSTOKER STIMME 5

z A PROFILE OF OUR NEW ADMINISTRATOR
YEHOSHUA SCHACHTER

The new Administrator of the Bialystoker Home and
Infirmary for the Aged is Yehoshua Schachter, a young
man with significant experience in all aspects of nursing
home administration.

One is immediately impressed by Mr. Schachter’s
broad knowledge of the latest regulations relating to
nursing homes. He is sharply observant of detail, a
necessary attribute for an Administrator. He knows the
right questions to ask in familiarizing himself with his
new responsibilities at our Home, and he rapidly ab-
sorbs the data his questions elicit. One gets the feeling
he will concentrate on acquainting himself with our staff
and residents, with their families, and with the officers
and directors of the institution. It also seems that it will
not take Mr. Schachter too long to form good
relationships with everyone concerned with patient care
at the Bialystoker Home.

Mr. Schachter was selected by an interviewing com-
mittee consisting of our top officers and professional con-
sultants thoroughly aware of the background and ex-
perience a good administrator must have. A large
number of applicants were considered and, after a
thorough evaluation of each, Yehoshua Schachter was
selected. In so doing, the search committee became con-
vinced that he was the best qualified in terms of
knowledge, experience, philosophy and termperament
to continue and to improve upon the quality of patient
care in this institution.

Before becoming Administrator of our Home, Mr.
Schachter was the Assistant Administrator of the
Woodhull Care Center in Jamaica, New York for several
years. That facility is a 320-bed skilled nursing and
health related facility. His duties included designing and
implementing policies and procedures for the home;
recruiting, interviewing, hiring and orienting new
employees; involvement in relations with the employees’
union; revising all policy and procedure manuals; in-
volvement in Medicare and Medicaid billing as well as
reimbursement; working together with all departments
for effective functioning of the Home; and liaison with all
government agencies responsible for regulating nursing
homes.

Prior to his becoming Assistant Administrator at
Woodhull, he was the Administrator of the Far
Rockaway Nursing Home and held lesser positions in
two other homes in Rego Park and in Lakewood, New
Jersey. He is a licensed nursing home administrator
since June, 1972.

Mr. Schachter has stated that he has a favorable
impression of the quality of patient care at our Home.
His top priority will be to continue this tradition for
which our Home is well known. He will also devote his
time to improving and streamlining the business opera-
tions of the Home so that patient care will be more ef-
ficient and economical. He will make sure that the in-
tegrity of our finances will be above question and
reproach.

The officers and directors have every confidence that

S el el als o T T I P WY

A PROFILE OF OUR NEW CONTROLLER
MOTEL RABINOWITZ

I

A while ago, our Board of Governors and Finance
Committee decided upon the necessity of retaining a
part-time Controller to oversee the fiscal operations of
the Bialystoker Home and Infirmary for the Aged. It was
agreed that a professional accountant with a
background in health care finances would be required to
fill this position.

We are pleased to announce that Motel Rabinowitz
has been engaged as our part-time Controller. Working
in our office approximately three days a week, Mr.
Rabinowitz’s main function is to supervise the book-
keeping and periodically to perform test audits in ascer-
taining that the accounting system is in order. He also
acts as liaison with government agencies, such as the
New York State Department of Health, in fiscal matters.

Mr. Rabinowitz brings to his job an unusual blend of
education and broad experience in accounting, as well
as a distinguished background of religiosity and
humanitarianism. A descendant of the Lubavitcher and
Chernobiler Chasidic dynasties, Mr. Rabinowitz is the
son of the late Rabbi Joseph Rabinowitz, who served the
Detroit Jewish community for over forty years as an out-
standing Chasidic leader, and Rebbetzin Sima
Rabinowitz, who resides in Israel. Our new Controller
attended yeshivas in Detroit, Cleveland and New York,
receiving rabbinic ordination from the Mesifta Rabbi
Chaim Berlin in 1957. He graduated City College of
New York in 1958, earning a Bachelor of Business Ad-
ministration degree. He had worked in public ac-
counting and private industry before entering ac-
counting in the health care field in 1973. Considering his
family background, religious training and upbringing,
Mr. Rabinowitz, when the opportunity presented itself,
decided that his expertise as an accountant should be
linked to serving the sick and elderly. To this end, he has
worked as Controller of the Jewish Hospital and
Rehabilitation Center in Jersey City, New Jersey and at
the Cobble Hill Nursing Home in Brooklyn, New York,
before coming to our Home.

He lives on Staten Island and is the Vice-President of
the Council of Jewish Organizations of Staten Island.
He is married to the former Shirley Lerer of the Lower
East Side. They have three children; Miriam, 12, Yosef,
8, and Ahron Zev, 4, all of whom attend Yeshiva Shmuel
Ezra on Staten Island.

The Board of Governors and the Finance Committee
have every confidence that Motel Rabinowitz will bring
a new orderliness and a renewed integrity to our finan-
cial affairs.

Yehoshua Schachter is the right person for this job and
that he will satisfy the trust which has been placed in
him. We wish him, his wife Malki and their three
children many good, productive years for the benefit of
the Bialystoker Home.
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THE MAKING OF A RABBI
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Chaplain, Bialystoker Center, Home and Infirmary
for the Aged.
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“To become a rabbi involves enormous scholarship,
a veneration of Jewish law and tradition, and thorough
knowledge of ceremonial practices. A. humanitarian
spirit and dedication to the enhancement of the quality
of life for all people are particularly important.”

As it celebrates its 80th anniversary, the Rabbi
Isaac Elchanan Theological Seminary of Yeshiva
University, my alma mater, issued this concise, but elo-
quent, description of the making of a rabbi. On Sunday,
April 2, 1978, the Seminary conducted a Semicha con-
vocation at its Washington Heights campus, at which
361 rabbis ordained since 1970 were honored for achiev-
ing the credentials defined in the opening paragraph of
this article, as well as for their contributions to the rab-
binate or related disciplines. I was proud to be one of
those in this group to receive recognition.

Rabbi Lowell S. Kronick

To say the least, it was not easy spending many
years of my life preparing to become a rabbi and fulfill-
ing the requirements for ordination at Yeshiva Univer-
sity. For not only did we in the Semicha program have to
prove our intellectual mastery of Jewish law, philosophy
and tradition — as demonstrated by numerous oral and
written examinations — but we also had to evidence that
we possessed a unique personal commitment and the
character with which to translate scholarship into true
leadership.

As I laid the groundwork for becoming a rabbi, I
had to dedicate myself to a broad concept of service
spanning the spiritual, social and communal life of
Jewry. In receiving the parchment of ordination in 1970,
signed by the late Rabbi Dr. Samuel Belkin and by the
revered Rabbi Dr. Joseph B. Soloveitchik, I accepted the
custodianship of a noble heritage, bequeathed by those
who have advanced and preserved it throughout the ages
and in all parts of the world.

At the April 2nd celebration, several distinguished
speakers representing Yeshiva University, and others

from among the young rabbis, reexamined the qualifica-
tions for the profession and the prevalent challenges con-
fronting those who occupy it. As they spoke, I was sitting
with many of my friends and former classmates in a sec-
tion of the cavernous Lamport Auditorium especially
reserved for us. Intermittently throughout the addresses,
my mind focused on my own experiences as the Rabbi of
the Bialystoker Center, Home and Infirmary for the
Aged. My memory scanned the accomplishments and
frustrations during my more than five years of service at
this institution.

My overall impression of my tenure as your Rabbi
is that I have made and am continuing to make a
positive contribution, not only to the Bialystoker Center
and Home in particular, but to the rabbinate in general
as a pastoral counselor, a preacher and exponent of the
fundamental teachings of our faith. These functions have
been necessary for the spiritual sustenance and personal
dignity of our elderly residents, and for the moral
credibility which our organization must command in
order to continue enjoying its wide ranging support
among our many members and friends.

From the first moment I walked through the door of
228 East Broadway in October, 1972, my goal was and
remains to personify, for the prestige of my profession,
the highest standards of this sacred vocation into which I
was ordained. To my satisfaction, I have succeeded in
this aim as witnessed by the respect and high regard I
have earned from our officers and members, residents
and their families, and by our staff. I value the many
wonderful moments and the beautiful relationships with
them. There have been, however, some trying situations
where I felt compelled to take strong moral stands. Indif-
ference in such circumstances would have signified a
wavering devotion to what is right and might have been
construed as acquiescence. One must occasionally say
and do the unpopular in order to seek justice and to re-
main true to one’s deeply held convictions.

The rabbinate will never be anything less than an
awesome responsibility. He who receives Semicha
recognizes that his position entails both privilege and
duty, true learning and earnest leadership. The mantle
my colleagues and I wear is a projection of our people’s
past into the future; we constantly attempt to follow our
predecessors in making Torah a living instrument with
guidelines for daily life. In a real sense, we are links in an
uninterrupted chain of tradition and continuity com-
mencing with Moses, the first Rabbi, and terminating
with the arrival of the Messiah.

May all of you, my dear friends, enjoy a healthy,
happy and kosher Passover together with your families.

. @

Welcome To Abe and Estelle Gordon

Tuesday, March 21st, 1978, we had the pleasure of a
visit from Abe and Estelle Gordon, who until a few years
ago, were prominent officers of the Bialystoker Center
and Home.

Mr. Gordon, the son of Bialystoker parents, was the
Vice-Chairman of our Board of Directors until he and
his wife settled in Florida. They remain very interested
in our institution and continue giving us their full sup-
port.
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On the eve of Passover I take this opportunity to thank
our Board of Governors for demonstrating its confidence
in me by appointing me the new Executive Director of
the Bialystoker Center and Home.

We at the Home went through and are still facing
some hard decisions. At no time in my memory do I
recall such activity at this institution. The board room is
lit many nights until the late hours. The Finance Com-
mittee and the Board of Governors are hard at work
solving problems that come up in the daily operations of
the Home. But with the hard work and late nights, the
members of the Board have drawn closer together than
ever before.

We are rededicating ourselves to work for the benefit
of our Center and Home and we pledge to see to it that
the residents here will continue receiving the best and

Harry Feinberg

finest care available anywhere, in spite of the temporary
hardships confronting us. We pray to the Alm-ghty that
He give us the wisdom and strength so that together we
shall accomplish even greater things than in the past.
We want the whole world to see what the Bialystoker
landsmanschaft and its friends represent in compassion
and care to our elderly residents.

I ask all our officers, directors, members and loyal
staff to help us now even more than ever before so that
everyone may be secure in the knowledge that our cause
is noble and that the residents in our Home will surely
be the beneficiaries of our diligent efforts.

It is a privilege and distinct pleasure for me to be af-
filiated with the Bialystoker Center and Home and to be
part of this great organization made up of our wonderful
people. Of late I have spent many days of each week at
the Home and I am thoroughly convinced that whatever
it lacks in fancy furnishings, draperies and carpeting, it
more than makes up to our residents in kind and loving

FROM THE DESK OF OUR NEW EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

HARRY FEINBERG B IR
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care. We can be proud of the warm and friendly environ-
ment within which our residents live, which only the
Bialystoker landsleit and our friends, with their warm
hearts, can continue to offer.

May our vision be clear, our deeds noble, our hearts

full of compassion and love for those who need our help.
Let us work together for their sake.

RUBIN BINDLER, HONORARY PRESIDENT,
CONTINUES HIS ANNUAL CUSTOM
OF DONATING MONEY IN HONOR

OF HIS BIRTHDAY

Many of our members and friends know Rubin
Bindler, Honorary President of our Home for many
years, and a truly devoted supporter. He has selflessly
given of his time and resources to help us provide that
quality of care for our elderly residents which has given
the Bialystoker Home a wonderful reputation.

Mr. Bindler’s family and friends have established a
beautiful custom — annually donating a substantial
sum to our Home in honor of his birthday on Shabbos
Hagodol — the “Great Sabbath” immediately preceding
Passover. For Rubin Bindler, for us, and for all Jews
alike, Shabbos Hagodol is indeed great, because it heralds
a holiday marking the liberation of our people from
physical and spiritual bondage and, within our in-
stitutional family, it commemorates the birth of a good
man.

In the name of our officers, directors and residents, we
extend to Mr. Bindler best wishes for many happy
returns of the day. May he, together with his dear wife
Minnie, their family and friends, celebrate this joyous
occasion and continue their worthy tradition of helping
our 1nstitution.

THANK YOU TO ISRAEL MINES OF CHICAGO

Our Bialystoker Ambassador of good will in Chicago,
Israel Mines, continues his noble tradition of raising
funds for the Bialystoker Center and Home in New York
from landsleit in the Chicago area.

We are pleased to announce that on January 30th,
1978, an eighth great-grandchild, Bryan Adam Cohen,
was born to Mr. Mines’ grandchildren, Dr. and Mrs.
Gerald Cohen.

We take this opportunity to congratulate Mr. and
Mrs. Mines on this joyous occasion, hoping that they
will live to see much nachas from their entire family.

We also want to thank him warmly for the wonderful
work he has done on our behalf and which he is continu-
ing with great enthusiasm.
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Eliyahu Ben-Elisar, Dir. Gen. of the Israeli Prime Minister’s office, giving
autograph to Mark Solasz in Sam Solasz’s presence. Mr. Ben-Elisar con-
ducted peace negotiations with President Anwar Sadat on behalf of the
Israel Government.

humanitarian acts carried out by the Center. All of us,
Bialystokers and friends, can take great satisfaction from
this institution’s dynamic, vibrant and important work
on all fronts.

The officers of the Bialystoker Center in Israel who
met with me were Zalman Yerushalmy, Zvi Klemen-
tynowksi, Shlomo Garber and Leibel Efron. They were
very kind in congratulating me on becoming President
of the world headquarters of the Bialystoker /lands-
manschaft as well as the Bialystoker Home in New York.
They thought it particularly fitting that one who had
suffered from and endured the nightmare of the Nazi
Holocaust should now stand at the helm of our institu-
tion, leading it forward on its quest of even greater
achievement. They also know that I am deeply commit-
ted to the State of Israel and that under my presidency,
our Center and Home will strengthen its traditional ef-
forts on Israel’s behalf.

I was most interested to learn about the worthy and
necessary activities which the Bialystoker Center in
Israel is engaged. Most notably, we held a full discussion
on the progress of Sefer Bialystok, which will be a com-
prehensive, but popular book on the history of Jewish
Bialystok from its founding until the aftermath of its
brutal destruction. I assured our Israeli friends that this
institution will fulfill its pledges in support of the Sefer
Bualystok project.

I regret that the time Rose, Mark and I spent in Israel
on our recent visit was too brief. The Israeli landsleit had
wanted to arranged a reception for us attended by their
entire membership. Because of our full schedule,
however, such a gathering was not possible. Perhaps in
the future we shall have more time to meet with our
wonderful friends.

My family and I join together in wishing all of you a
healthy, happy and kosher Passover.

Philip Novick

JUDGE PHILIP NOVICK

CELEBRATES 88TH BIRTHDAY

April 3rd, 1978 marked the 88th birthday of the
Honorary Chairman of our Board of Governors, Judge
Philip Novick. A special celebration was held at our
Board of Directors meeting March 30th, at which a
special cake in honor of this joyous occasion was
wheeled into our auditorium.

Philip Novick literally grew up with the Bialystoker
Center and Bikur Cholim, and later represented our in-
stitution as its attorney for many years, drawing up our
charter. Born in Bialystok, Mr. Novick was encouraged
as a young child by his father, Samuel, to become in-
volved in the affairs of the Center and Home. In this
manner he has given many years of his personal and
professional life in serving the elderly and the
Bialystoker landsmanschaft.

The officers, directors, and members of our institution
congratulate Philip Novick on his 88th birthday, wishing
him and his dear wife, Claire, many more years in good
health and happiness.

ST e
THANKS TO LABOR ZIONIST ALLIANCE

The Bialystoker Center, Home and Infirmary
for the Aged expresses its warm thanks to the
Greater New York Regional Committee, Labor
Zionist Alliance (Farband) and its members for
their cooperation in our Maoth Chitim appeal.

We are honored and privileged to be associ-
ated with Farband, dedicated to the welfare of the
Jewish community at large.

TR nnnnm

ST nnnnnn
AR



BIALYSTOKER STIMME

Published by the

BIALYSTOKER CENTER & BIKUR CHOLIM, INC.
228 EAST BROADWAY e GRamercy 5-7755 - 7756 ¢ NEW YORK, N. Y. 10002

NEW YORK APRIL, 1978 No. 322

MESSAGE FROM OUR PRESIDENT

SAM SOLASZ

At the beginning of this year my wife Rose and I and
our son Mark visited Israel,along with a delegation of
prominent Jewish activists and philanthropists, at the
invitation of the Prime Minister’s Club. As many of you
may know, the members of this Club have all purchased
substantial denominations of Israel bonds and have en-
couraged others to do the same. I am proud of the fact
that the Bialystoker Center and Home ranks as one of
the few landsmanschaft organizations which is itself a
member of the Prime Minister’s Club because of our
very successful Israel bond campaigns in the last few
years. It is gratifying for me to be an individual member
of the Prime Minister’s Club and also to be the President
of an institution which is a member.

During our recent trip to Israel, we, along with the
other delegates, were warmly received by Premier
Menachem Begin as well as by other leading per-
sonalities in the Israeli Government. Our delagation was
taken on a tour of areas in Israel not open to the general
public and we were given private briefings on the ‘ :
delicate political negotiations between Egypt and Israel. Israeli President Ephraim Katzir greets Sam Solasz.

I must say that the highlight of the visit was being
greeted by Israeli President Ephraim Katzir at his of-
ficial residence. The President is himself a Bialystoker
Jew and when I told him that I was the President of the
Bialystoker Center in New York, he was especially
pleased to welcome me. It is indeed uplifting to know
that our landsleit play leading roles in all facets of society.

In addition to the time I spent on these official mat-
ters, I made sure that I could meet with a number of
Bialystoker landsleit. 1 have many good friends in Israel
among the Bialystokers; they know my background and
my hopes for our institution.

At the Hilton Hotel in Tel Aviv, where we stayed, I
enjoyed a most pleasant encounter with leading
representatives of the Bialystoker Center in Israel (Irgun
Yotzer Bialystok). We exchanged up-to-date information
on the aims and activities of our respective organiza-
tions. I spoke to our Bialystoker counterparts in Israel
b 4 about the many different activities in which our Center

~ ! SANRAS v and Home in New York is involved, specifically
Sam, Rose and Mark Solasz at Prime Minister's Club dinner in regarding the highly esteemed care provided for our
Jerusalem. elderly residents in the Home as well as the numerous
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A small monument in a corner of Zabia Street in Bialystok erected after
the tall pillar marking the mass Jewish grave there was torn down. The
Polish inscription reads, “In this place lie the remains of approximately
3500 Jews tortured and murdered by the Nazis, or killed during the
Bialystoker Ghetto uprising in August, 1943.”

PTIN UNNPIYT DYT N9 LIYNNTNDS. IWIYDLIAYIIWIIN YT
PR TN WPNROVDIIND PIYONOYI 0T Ta) PROY NI YPINNINI
1906 MO 19 DNNNO DYT

The remaining base of a large monument at the Bagnowke Cemetery
which commemorated Bialystoker Jews killed in the pogrom of 1906.
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OVIONT

The Entrance to the Bagnowke Cemetery in Bialystok as it looks today.
The wall which used to surround the cemetery before World War I
is mainly destroyed. Standing from right to left are: Izaak Rybal, Szyja
Bartnowski and Dr. Szymon Datner.
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M9 YTy DM .03P YOIWYOYYS 570 X NN PROY-NI IYPNININI
DY IN) VIN 19NN WD YONIYIIN Y1) Y10 O D2y N1 oyT

OIAP YOIYDN I PN

Vandalized gravestones covered with snow on the Bagnowke Cemetery,
as well as some disturbed graves. In the background new houses can be
seen on the site of Jewish burial places.





