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ly the Holy One, blessed be He, who dwells in
Zion and Jerusalem will not withhold their re:
ward.  “And you that cleave to the Lord your
God are all alive this day” together with the
whole people of Israel.

(25) As I have revised the Will during my ill-
ness and have written with great pain and diff:-
culty, so there may be some mistakes with regard
to some letters. As long as no other will shall be
found this will shall remain utterly valid, even
though I have not signed it with my name.
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“House of David™ as heretofore, and earn my
thanks for the future as for the past. And so I
pray the Holy One, blessed be He, that you may
be blessed with long life and health with riches
and honour, and may you live with all the mem-
bers of my family to see speedily the day when
God will bring back the captivity of His people
with a perfect deliverance.

(22) I have all my life been averse to giving
trouble either to a community or to an individual.
I have therefore named a number of gentlemen,
whom I desire to act as a committee to carry out
all my instructions. I do not press this, however,
and if any one of them feels that this would be
too great a burden he can act according to his own
inclination and I will bear no grudge against him
and he will remain my trusted friend, for I know
the many troubles and worries to which business
men are subject. As a lover of order and system
I have, however, appointed you for the time be-
ing and you may diminish or decrease the num-
bers as it may please you.

(23) The gentlemen are: Rabbi Joshua Szpet-
man, and Messrs. H. Stark, I. M. Angel, M. Katz,
A. Mayers, B. Kleinman, ]. Orlinski, H. Oliver,
I. Kleinman, H. Binstock, H. M. Uri, M. Lewis,
J. Fishman, I. Josephs™ and A. Hillel™".

(24) These shall stand and be blessed with the
blessing of a true and faithful friend and assured-

* l.e. Rabbi’'s name was Nathan David.
** Co-opted members.
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tound me not only a Rabbi but also a faithful
friend to whom you could confide all your trou-
bles. I therefore pray you to remember this and
hope that you will be blessed by the Almighty
with long life and health and all good things
together with my own family.

(20) A few words now to my beloved daught-
ers. During my illness I heard you saying that
you could not understand why God was treating
me thus, for in your eyes I was very great and
so forth. Know therefore that this is not the case.
A man like me does not suffer chastisements with-
out having committed sin, and the fault is mine.
I am only an ordinary man and all that you have
seen me doing is only what it is the duty of every
Jew to do, and T am no exception. Know there-
fore that God is just in all that comes upon me
and I accept in love whatever God does to me, but
still T entreat the Holy One, blessed be He, to
send me speedily complete healing.  Therefore
whatever God shall do is all good and right.

(21) I now turn to the friends who every day
so gladly gave me their help. This I have to say
to you. You know that I was never mercenary
and I never asked one of you to give me money,
only you of your own free will gave it to me, for
such was the way of our holy ancestors.  But I
wish to tell you that my wife is like me in this re-
spect, and therefore I am confident that you will
show her the same and even greater friendship as
well as to my children, and deal kindly with the

18



(18) All my life I have been very careful not
to offend or hurt any Jew. Great and small were
equal in my eyes, and their honour was as pre-
cious to me as my own, for I always took to heart
the Scriptural verse, “For the House of Israel is
the vineyard of the Lord”, and who am I that I
should condemn or disparage the vineyard of the
Lord.  Seeking as I do for some merit which I
may plead before the Heavenly Court I find little
enough, only I pray that this may be reckoned to
me, that I never in my life put any Jew to shame.
Nevertheless, who knows whether I have reached
my ideal? Therefore I beseech anyone whom I
may have offended, whether man or woman, to
pardon me unreservedly, just as I on my side un-
reservedly pardon anyone who has offended me
whether in word or in deed.

(19) 1 turn now to you my dear friends, my
brethren and companions. You know how I have
been to you a faithful shepherd. You have always
found me faithful. If any of you needed a counsel
he came to me, and, thank God, you know how
often I succeeded in giving you good sound ad-
vice, and also how often I prayed for you and the
Holy One, blessed be He, heard my prayer and
help came to you. Naturally I do not ascribe this
to my merit; it was the merit of our holy ances
tors that stood you in good stead.

You also know that I was always ready to do
my duty towards you without making any dis
tinction between rich and not rich. You were all
equally good and worthy in my eyes, and you also
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should make kiddush every Sabbath, and provide
all the requirements of Sabbath just as in my life-
time. During the week also you should make a
point of carrying on just as before. =~ Remember
especially that it is the duty of every Jew to be-
lieve that death is not eternal but only for an un-
known period, a transition from one form to an-
other, and the Holy One, blessed be He, will faith-
fully revive the dead in His good time.

(16) My Mss. on the Torah have so far not
been revised. Therefore if I am able I shall burn
them while I yet live, and if I do not burn them
myself I request my dear son to burn them imme-
diately after my burial and on no account to dis-
regard my instruction on this matter. I am hoping,
however, that God will yet give me strength to
revise them properly. In that case if they find at
the head of the manuscript the words “‘revised for
publication’ they may have them printed, but on
no account otherwise.

(17) My beloved son, I desire that you should
complete your studies for the Rabbinate, and I
exhort you, since you are working for the conr
munity, to be zealous in your work, for great is
the respect due to the community, and you must
continue to perform your duties as heretofore. I
also desire that you should take note of all the
Jahrzeits which are written in my records and
should inform the persons concerned as I have
been accustomed to do, with all the details con-
tained in my records.

16



pious deeds I never tired of observing, and who
was particularly fond of me. as you know in
nearly all his letters he addressed me as “my son-
in-law whom I regard as my own son.” Therefore
I leave you the following small gift. In all the
Torah which I have learnt and in all the precepts
— however few — which I have performed from
the time when I became responsible for my actions
until my decease, you shall have an equal share,
no less. Also all my possessions such as my house-
hold effects and articles of silver, both those which
I inherited and those which have been presented
to me here, and all my books, all are left to you
unreservedly for the rest of your life, and may
you use them in joy and happiness on festivals
and at the joyful occasions of our children.

(15) I further beg of you, my beloved wife,
knowing how your soul has been bound up with
my soul, how tenderhearted you are and liable to
break down — therefore I implore you earnestly
with all my heart and all my soul I pray you, my
dear one, not to give way too much to grief. You
are indeed the daughter of a King”™ — you come
of a highly noted family, tracing your descent tc
Rabbi Israzl Baal Shem-tob. By doing so you will
set to all your descendants an example of submis-
sion to the will of God, all the more so as it is now
incumbent on you to fill my place as well as your
own. You must now watch over our dear children,
and I beg of you to see that the house is conduc-
ted as it was when I was alive. I desire that you

*In Rabbinic Literature scholars are likened to kings.
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losh Seudoth every Sabbath as they did during my
lifetime without any change whatsoever.  They
will then perform a kindness to my soul which
needs the mercies of the Holy One, blessed be He.

(10) All the scrolls of the Law belonging either
to me or to the Beth Hamidrash shall be the pro-
perty of the Beth Hamidrash, and all the silver
ornaments of the scrolls as well as the kether torah
of my revered father-in-law shall remain in the
Beth Hamidrash so long as a bare minyan shall re-
main there.

(11) I bzseech the members of the Beth Hami-
drash to live always in harmony and not to secede
from the congregation. for great is the blessing of
peace, and if God grants I will plead on their
behalf in the world of eternity.

(12) I would beg of them to make no offerings
throughout the year, for such has been my own
custom while alive, only on Festivals and at joy-
ful celebrations of their fellow congregants.

(13) The Male Rachamim which I have been
accustomed to recite should be recited by the War-
den, and in general you should see that the Bzth
Hamidrash is carried on as heretofore.

(14) My dearly beloved wife, know that the
small part of saintly sentiment to which I have
been privileged to attain through the study of the
Torah, came to me through the influence of the
home of your saintly revered father, of whose
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be followed. all the more so as in London it is
practically a fixed custom to make speeches for
everybody, and I do not care to be an exception.
I will therefore only request that in my case they
should be short and that no praises bestowed on
me and to which I am not entitled.

(7) At the cemetery my friend Rabbi Szpet-
man should read this will in Yiddish, so that it
may be understood by all present.

(8) The tombstone should be as plain as pos-
sible inscribed with only my name and the name
of my saintly father. I should be designated
merely as Rabbi Nathan David without any fur-
ther complimentary epithets. I should prefer even
to dispense with the title ““Rabbi”, but since my
revered father-in-Law™ several times addressed me
with this title, and also in deference to the wishes
of my family and relatives, I will just leave this.
My wife and children should not visit my grave
too often, but only before New Year and on the
Yahrzeit, and also when there are joyful occasions
in the family they should come and inform me, for
parents rejoice and feel delight even in the world
of spirit when their sons and daughters celebrate
a joyful occasion.

\9) I beg of those who atend the Beth Hami-
drash to keep up the Bzth Hamidrash and pray
there regularly.  Even if they find it necessary
to pay some men for the evening service they
should do so. They should also arrange for Sha-

* The Rabbi of Novominsk
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be He. governs His world with loving kindness
and His creatures with mercy and that no evil at
all issues from the Holy One, blessed be He. This
has been the character of God’s governance from
the beginning of the creation; whether for an in-
dividual Israelite or for the community of Israel
whatever the Holy One, blessed be He, does is
only good. When my hour therefore arrives you
will accept the separation with love and not dis-
play too much grief; by so doing you will give
comfort to my soul.  You know too that I was
always of a cheerful disposition; therefore learn
this quality from me, and well-being and gladness
shall always abide with you as a reward in the
midst of the community of Israel.

(4) T am a member of the “Adath Yisroel”
(through Christian Street Talmud Torah) for
burial purposes; and if, however, any additional
expenses are incurred let them be paid. A space
of four cubits (as prescribed by the Law) should
be left round my grave, in which no-one should be
buried nor any tent” erected thereon. This mstruc-
tion should be strictly obeyed, for such is certainly
my wish.

(5) The Taharah and the whole burial cere-
mony should be carried out for me in the same
manner as is usually performed by the Adath Yis-
roel for any ordinary Jew.

(6) Actually I do not desire any funeral
speeches, but I do not like to give any instruction
with regard to this as I am afraid that it will not

12



THE WILL AND TESTAMENT OF THE
BIALA RABBI %%t

T BEHOVES every Jew to draw up betimes his
last will and testament. with his final instruc-
tions, for no man knows when his hour may

come and both young and old are in the hands of
the Almighty. The Torah indeed praises Abraham
with the words: “In order that he may command
his sons and his household after him™; and this
is a prescription for the attainment of length ot
days and years, and such was the custom of my
revered ancestors, which I now follow.

(2) My beloved son and daughters, I ask yoy
to walk in the ways of the Almighty, and God
forbid not to esteem lightly any precept, great or
small, as was counselled by our Sages, the Lights
of the World.

I further ask you seeing that during my lifetime
you paid great respect to your mother, you shall
now be still more particular in honouring and
obeying her for the share of the filial respect which
you paid in my lifetime also belongs now to your
mother.

(3) I further ask you to believe with perfect
faith and conviction that the Holy One, blessed
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A Tribute from

Davan H. M. Lazarus, M.a.
(Deputy for the Chief Rabbi)

Rabbi of Biala 5“¢1, I was moved to tears
and remained a while deep in thought.
They were not tears of sorrow, but of an over-
whelming sense of veneration for the meek, saintly
friend who on his impending departure wrote a
fatherly message of sweet counsel and directions
to all those he loved. And who knows how wide
was the beloved circle of this great-hearted man!
Like King David, the Rabbi of Biala 5“1 gave
his son effective charge and it may be said of him
“and Nathan David lay at rest with his saintly
ancestors.” n“asin

ON READING through the mxwy of the saintly



to adhere closely to the original text and to re-
produce the author’s meaning both faithfully and
idiomatically.

I am indebted to the children of the late Mr. L.
Rickel-Lewis %'+ the founder of the Rickel Beth
Hamedrash—who have enabled me to publish this
“WIill” in his everlasting memory.

My thanks are also due to Mr. A. Mayers and
Mr. H. Stark, the chairman and Vice President of
the Biala Rabbi Beth Hamidrash Committee, for
their generosity.

I express my sincere thanks to the Executive
and Committee of the Biala Beth Hamidrash for
the manner in which they are discharging their

duties.
HR.



friendliness. He was utterly devoid of any am-
bition for high office or social distinction. He
shunned many honours which were within his
reach. Nor would he allow his time to be frittered
away by activities which could be carried out by
others. A life of study amidst his books was his
ideal. The Biala Rabbi will for all who knew him
remain a rare and striking example of a man with
rare mental gifts who found his chief happiness in
exercising them, irrespective of any material gain.
He was however always ready to fulfil the duties
necessitated by his position in his congregation.

At the age of 47 after a sudden and short ill-
ness, he was summoned to the “Academy on
High™ on the eve of 29th of Tishri, 5708.

This Will was not written with a view to pub-
lication. As mentioned at the end of the Will it
was written during the Rabbi’s illness. But it con-
tains matter of high spiritual value which can ap-
peal to a circle much wider than that for which it
was primarily intended. It was felt that its publi-
cation both in its Hebrew original and in its Eng-
lish and Yiddish versions, would confer a spirituai
benefit on those who would peruse it. And it is
in a deep sense of filial reverence that a translation
has been attempted; although not representing

literal translation every endeavour has been made

7



a line of distinguished Rabbis of Ozarow, Sidlow-
ca, Lentshna, among whom was the Rabbi of
Pesischa known as the “Yid-ha-kodosh™, forming
a Chassidic dynasty which combined Rabbinic
learning with mastery of the cabbalah.

As a child he was considered a prodigy and he
sat later at the feet of the great masters of Tal-
mudic law at the Yeshiboth of Ozarow, Radzmin
and Warsaw and obtained his Semicha when 18
years old from the Warsaw Beth Din. In the same
year he married the daughter of the Rabbi of No-
vominsk, a descendant of Rabbi Isazc of Berdicew,
Rabbi Nahum of Tzernobel and Rabbi Israel Baal
Shem.

His literary output was considerable. He wrote
commentaries on the Pentateuch, on the Ethics of
the Fathers. and on the Zohar. Nor were his in-
terests confined to Rabbinic studies. He was at
home in Jewish history and post Rabbinic litera-
ture also.

He came to England in 1928, and gained in-
numerable adherents through his saintliness and
piety. A quiet wisdom, a genuine unselfishness
and a discerning judgment, made him a powerful
influence in the whole circle in which he moved.

His bearing was one of great dignity even
courtliness, coupled with a warm and unaffected
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PREFACE

HIs wiLL  is no ordinary document. It re-

veals a great and noble soul filled with in-

finite faith in God, deep love for Judaism
and Jewish traditions as well as a serene outlook
on life. A warm glow of faith, calmness of spirit
and the clearness of mind and love for his fellow
men and his family are communicated in every
sentence of this remarkable “Will”. The learn-
ing and piety enshrined in this “WIill” are unob-
trusive but their roots are deep in Chassidic and
general Jewish traditions. = Only one who had
drank deeply of the fountain of Hebrew lore and
had woven the fabric of his life from the threads
of Jewish saintliness and the Chassidic mysticism
could have written such a document, which can
rank with the ethical Wills of the pious men of
former ages.

Rabbi Nathan David Rabinowicz % 'y; or the
Biala Rabbi, as he was generally called, was born
in Biala in the year 1900. He came of an illus-
trious family and could trace his ancestry back to

3
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