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FRONT VIEW OF SYNAGOGUE BUILDING




RaeBr GersHoN Hapas

Assumed Position
June 1929

RaBBr ABrRaHAM J. KarP

Assumed Position
June 1951




MAIN SANCTUARY

SANCTUARY ARK

CHAPEL



JacoB ROTHBLATT

Cantor and Director of Music
Assumed Hris Duties
January 1934 RAFAEL ARBISSER

Principal, Synagogue Schools
Assumed His Duties
August 1951

ABRAHAM METH

Shamash
Assumed His Duties
April 1948

LeonarDp M. GrLAss

Executive Secretary
Assumed His Duttes
May 1948
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THREE OF THE SIX STAINED GLASS WINDOWS

Symbolizing Six Major Areas in Jewish Literature—in the Minda Library
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OroN KoODEsH
JUNIOR SYNAGOGUE

ScHooL
BuiLpiNG

I love to abide in T hy house
T he place where T hy glory dwells

THE
THoMAas COHEN
MuseuM oF
CEREMONIAL

OBJECTS




O//%cerd o/
the
Congregah’on

ISARGIEATEZR il Sor . 2 Honorary President
HYMANSBRAND=S S o o fs oot Parnas
MILTON SILVERMAN_ ... . . President
HERMAN GREENSTEIN_ Vice-President
OscAR E. ROSENBLOOM ___Vice-President
ABRAECIGRRE AN e o e Treasurer
HYMIE J. SOSLAND_______________ Financial Sec'y
SIERRONENS T W fon. 00 Recording Sec'y

Isaac KaTz

MiLToN SILVERMAN

HymaN BrRaND



HeErRMAN GREENSTEIN Oscar E. RoseNBLOOM

May He who blessed our fathers bless those who
serve the needs of this Synagogue, and who enter
therein to worship.

May He also bless all those who faithfully devote
themselves to the needs of the community and to
the rebuilding of Eretz Yisroel.

May He preserve them in health, forgive their sins,
prosper their labors and bestow blessings upon them
and upon all mankind.

Hywmie J. SosLaND AEBE J. KarLAN St YukoN
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Pray Roor OveErR ScHooL BuIiLDING

Plaques are of Moses, Maimonides, Herzl, Weizmann, Washington and Lincoln.
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Reading left to right

FIRST ROW: Isadore Saver, Max Keller, Meyer Weneck, Manny Copeland, Ethel Rich, Harry Puritz, Sol Forman, Jacob Rubin,
Phil Wang, Gustave Plaut, Sam Goller, Dave Brockman, Joseph S. Rubin, and Hyman Brand.

SECOND ROW: Wolf Peltzman, Frank Wayne, A. L. Snyder, Thomas Rogovein, Hymie Sosland, Isadore Rich, Paul Shalet,
Morris Ellis, David B. Levitch, Isadore Gale, Joe Greenbaum, Irvin Agron, Jack Kay, Jack Glazer, and Nate Baraban.

THIRD ROW: Paul Rosenberg, Rafael Arbisser, Morris Schlozman, Si Yukon, Harry B. Cohn, C. C. Cohen, Milton Silverman,
Abe Kaplan, Herman Greenstein, Meyer Chaikin, Dan Brenner, Harry Brenner, Herbert Jacobson, J. Victor Schultz, and

Oscar Rose.

Agron, Irvin
Asher, Seymour
Baraban, Nate
Brand, Hyman*
Brenner, Daniel
Brenner, Harry
Brockman, David
Brown, Jack
Byers, Paul
Cohen; €. €.
Cohen, I. J.*
Cohn, Harry B.*
Chaikin, Meyer
Copeland, Emanuel*
Cumonow, Louis
Eisemann, Karl
Ellis, Morris
Feingold, Harry C.
Fox, Mike

QGale, Isadore
Garfinkle, Morris
Glass, Leebert
Glatt, Meyer S.
Glazer, Jack

*Honorary Board Members

Gluck, Max

Goller, Samuel
Greenbaum, Joseph
Greenberg, Lionel
Greenberg, Samuel *
Greenstein, Herman *
Hershman, Herman*
Hipsh, Charles
Jacobson, Herbert
Kaplan, Abe J.*
Karosen, Leon
Katz, Isaac*

Kay, Jack

Keller, Max*
Levitch, David B.
Milens, Max
Margolin, Abe
Peltzman, Louis
Peltzman, R.*
Puritz, Harry*
Rich, Isadore*
Rogovein, Thomas
Rose, Oscar

Rosenbloom, Joe
Rosenbloom, Oscar*
Rubenstein, Leo*
Rubin, Joseph S.
Saver, Isadore
Schlozman, Morris
Schultz, J. Victor
Shalet, Paul
Shapiro, Herman*
Shlensky, Morris
Silberman, Sam
Silverman, Milton *
Small, John
Smith, Ed

Snyder, A. L.
Sosland, Hymie J.
Sosland, Ben*
Taxman, Eugene
Viner, J*

Wang, Phil
Wayne, Frank*
Weneck, Meyer
Yukon, Si



Stained Glass Windows

in the School Building

Thirty-six Windows
Decorate the School

a .
4

Building. Each
Window Includes a

Medallion Symbolic of

a Book of the Bible
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Ae ynagogue &LOO[’S

THE ScHoOL STAFF
From left to right

FIRST ROW: Rose Evelyn Sporn, Marian Wedlan, Dorothea Jagoda, Sylvia Stone, Ida Rose Feingold, Frances Klein, Harvey
Bodker, Helen Weinstein, and Joe Bess.

SECOND ROW: Edith Shapiro, Gertrude Greenberg, Anna Rheva Shanberg, Pauline Markel, Libby Sherman, Minnie
Achtenberg, Irving Nasaw, and Sol Margolin.

THIRD ROW: Martha Levine, Rose Levine, I[da Mae Mour, Ruth Abramson, Emanuel Winston, Leo Feingold, Inge Silverman,
Andy Reiz, Lester Peltzman, Morris Tulchinsky, Ruth Birnbaum, Clare Montauk, Shirley Silverman, Kenneth Simon,
Dr. Edwin Friedson, Stanley Feit, Rafael Arbisser, and Hy Vile.

STaANLEY FEIT DEeEvorRAH ARBISSER MIRIAM BinvyaMiNt  EprtH SHAPIRO

=13



Stained Glass Windows
in Synagogue Chapel

R e e

Curtain for Ark
Used on Rosh Hashonah
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OFFICERS

MRS. ISADORE RICH ________.________President

MRS. HARRY LEVINE ______Vice-President

MRS. WM. BUSHMAN _______Vice-President

MRS. CARL LIPOFF _.__.___ _Vice-President

MRSSSENURON, o o e Secretary

MRS AU IS LUBING Secretary

MRS. HERSHEL GOODMAN _______ Secretary

MRS. MILTON SILVERMAN. _.___Treasurer

MRS. NORMAN YARMO ... .._____. Auditor

THE SISTERHOOD BOARD
Mrs. David Barr Mrs. Leonard Markel Mrs. Nat Wedlan
Mrs. Hyman Brand Mrs. Abe Markus Mrs. Norman Yarmo
Mrs. Sidney Cerier Mrs. Ernest Montauk Mrs. Abe Yeddis
Mrs. Meyer Chaikin Mrs. Louis Pack HONORARY
Mrs. Louis Cumonow Mrs. Harold Peck
Mrs. Jack Glazer Mrs. Ralph Passman R/’{[r& Eh‘lgeSSM‘l‘,lcy
Mrs. M. C. Gordon Mrs. Lester Peltzman ’Vlrs. Le)e,‘ .Heeng
Mrs. Milton Gordon Mrs. Harry Puritz DLIER LSS tota Al
; : : Mrs. Gershon Hadas

Mrs. S. L. Greenberg Mrs. David Reichman MrWilliam: Tacobs
Mrs. Lionel Greenberg Mrs. Louis Remer Mo AbShom J Karp
Mrs. Herman Greenstein Mrs. Oscar Rosenbloom Mis. Tione Kate )
Mrs. Herman Hershman Mrs. Roy Ruskin M I Marder
Mrs. Al Hoffman Mrs. Milton Silverman Mrs. Nat Peltzman
Mrs. Joseph Hoffman Mrs. Leonard Shopmaker Mts. R. Peltzman
Mrs. David Levitch Mrs. J. L. Snyder Mrs. Jacob Rothblatt
Mrs. David B. Levitch Mrs. Fanny Sofnas Mrs. H. Sandler
Mrs. Abraham Malech Mrs. Kenneth Simon Mrs. Phil Small
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The most sacred possession of the Jew has ever been
the Book. The rabbis, in profoundly beautiful and mean-
ingful imagery, taught that the Torah existed before
aught else came into being. The universe, said they. was
created with the Torah as God’s Blueprint.

It is impossible to exaggerate the unbounded rever-
ence and deep affection of the Jew through the ages for
books and learning. ““The scholar,” says the Talmud,
“takes precedence over the king.”

Hyman MiNDA

Every generation and every civilization PP : .
I'he Library and its Stained Glass

Windows are the Gift of the Children of
the book and the sword. Hyman and Rachel Minda

must choose between

A Corner of the Library with Minnie Achtenberg, the Librarian, and Rabbi Hadas

16
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A Sunday Morning at Breakfast Following Shacharis Service
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Three of the 26 Magnificent Stained Glass Windows in the Main Synagogue
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TO\I ROGOVEIN ' MORRIS SHLENSKY
: ABE J. KAPLAN

OCTOBER 14+t
\\/‘;\'/ Gfedfest
P\ﬁ' o Sewishs fol
fe Umorssts,

\PEARL HARANL

JACK BROWN ARNOLD SHANBERG

it of Sholem

A
MISICAL DRAMATIZA T

MIMOR songs

Aleichem”

SAM TILZER

S2F ol
Z%\?: Long Remember:

SYMPOSIUM

tl/ur/ng

RABBI ROLANI
GITTELSOHN

Distinguisher! Rabbi
of NEW YORK
o Noted Orator

 RABBI
ARTHUR J.
LELYVELD
Nationa! director,
BNAL BRITH HILLEL

LIONEL GREENBERG | = fadoiom

SEYMOUR ASHER

« 49



3Ae oung marriecl o[)eague

Y. M. L. OFFICERS

Left to right

SITTING ON FLOOR: Arnold Shanberg, Mrs. Myrl Cohen, Myrl Cohen.
SECOND ROW: Kenneth Simon, Mrs. Kenneth Simon, Mrs. Arnold Shanberg, Kenneth Bigus, Mrs. Kenneth Bigus, Mrs.
Herb Wildman, Herb Wildman, Mrs. Ben Feigenbaum, Ben Feigenbaum, Mrs. Arthur Brand, Arthur Brand.

.

Organized and Directed by Mr. Meth Since 1949. This Group Has Become an Important Factor of
Our Youth Program.



jAe mounf Carme/

Cem ef ery

Alas for those who are gone,

JoserH PELTZMAN and are no more to be found.
1858-1947

Mt. Carmel Cemetery had
its beginnings in 1878 with
the Bikur Cholim Cemetery.
T'he original cemetery grounds
purchased in 1885, were ex-
tended through the purchase
of two additional tracts dur-
ing the past two decades.

Mr. Joseph Peltzman
served the needs of the ceme-
tery for over sixty years. Dur-
ing the last 57 years of his life
he was the Gabbai of the
Chevra Kadisha.

Mt. Carmel is today a beau-
tifully developed and careful-
ly maintained Beth Olam for
our beloved dead.




ISADORE RICH

SAM D. GOLLER

SAMUEL SOSLAND

ge

Our Committeed

LIBRARY

Sam Sosland

Arthur Brand
Paul Shalet
Eugene Taxman
Sol Yarowsky

HOUSE AND
BUILDING

H. B. Cohn

Nate Baraban
Herbert Jacobson
Jack Kay

Max Milens
Harry Oliver
Ben Press

Sam Silberman
Meyer Weneck

CEMETERY

L ouis Peltzman

Wolf Peltzma_n

Emanuel Copeland
Joseph Greenbaum
Max Milens

I.eo Rubenstein
Norman Yarmo

Si Yukon

SCHOOL

A. J. Kaplan
A. L. Snyder

Irvin Agron
Seymour Asher
[Leebert Glass
[ionel Greenberg
Tom Rogovein
Oscar Rose
Morris Schlozman
Arnold Shanberg
Hy Vile

Frank Wayne

MEMORIALS
Sam Goller

Ben Bloustine
Hanan Eisen

Max Keller

David B. Levitch
Oscar Rosenbloom
Joseph Rubin
Isadore Saver

BENEVOLENCES
Isadore Rich

Seymour Asher
Emanuel Copeland
Frank Wayne

GABBAIM
Phil Wang

Hyman Brand
Karl Eisemann
Sol Forman
Meyer Glatt
Gustave Plaut
Harry Puritz
Oscar Rosenbloom
Jacob Rubin
Joseph S. Rubin
Ben Sutin

MEMBERSHIP

Leon Karosen

Harry Brenner
Dave Brockman
Jack Brown

Paul Byers
Meyer Chaikin
Ronald Goodman
Charles Hipsh
Julius Pachter
Paul Rosenberg

INSURANCE

Herman Shapiro

Thomas Rogovein
Ed Smith

FINANCE

Herman Greenstein
Herman Shapiro

C. C. Cohen

Louis Cumonow
Harry Feingold
Mike Fox

Morris Garfinkel
Jack Glazer

Max Gluck
Samuel Greenberg
Herman Hershman
Abe Kaplan

Isaac Katz

Abe Margolin
Harry Puritz
Joseph Rosenbloom
Oscar Rosenbloom
J. Victor Schultz
John Small
Hymie Sosland

RITUAL
Ben Sosland

Hyman Brand
Daniel Brenner
Karl Eisemann
Morris Ellis

Dr. Louis Forman
Sol Forman
Isadore Gale
Meyer Glatt
Lionel Greenberg
Jack Kay

Oscar Rosenbloom
Ben Sutin

Hy Vile

LLEON KAROSEN

i

/

H. B. CouN

PHIL WANG

A. L. SNYDER




HyMAN BRAND

MRs. CHARLES MALCY

BENJAMIN SOSLAND

MORRIS SHLENSKY

:biamoncl Juéi/ée
C)e/eéraﬁond

1952 - 1953

SPECIAL EVENTS

A Service of Tribute to the Pioneer Members was held on
October 24. The chairman was Ben Sosland.

A Service of Consecration honoring the past presidents of
the Congregation was held November 21. The chairman was
Herschel Goodman.

A Service of Consecration honoring the officers and mem-
bers of the Board of Directors was held December 5. The
chairman was Julius Shapiro.

The Annual College Home-Coming Service and Tribute to
the First Confirmation Class in the history of the congregation
was held December 26. Hy Vile was chairman.

A Service of Tribute to the Honorary Life Members of the
Board (those who had served for ten or more successive years
on the Board) was held January 23. The chairman was
Daniel Brenner.

The Annual Brotherhood Service, with members of the
Community Christian Church as guests, was held February 27.

A Service honoring Rabbi Hadas with the rabbi speaking
on ‘A Tale Told By A Rabbi’’ was held March 14.

The Sabbath morning service, the Seudah Sh'lishis and the
Sunday morning service and breakfast on March 14 and 15
were all dedicated to honoring Rabbi Hadas.

The most stirring event of the year was th: dinner in rec-
ognition of the thirtieth anniversary of Rabbi Hadas' gradua-
tion from the Jewish Theological Seminary.

A great gathering of friends of the rabbi heard the Chan-
cellor of the Seminary, Dr. Louis Finkelstein, and the Parnas
of the congregation, Hyman Brand, presented the Seminary
with an endowment for a permanent scholarship in the name
of Rabbi Gershon Hadas. The chairman was Julius Karosen.

Sunday, April 19, Cantor Jacob Rothblatt and the Syna-
gogue Choir, assisted by Mr. Ben Aronin of Chicago presented
““The Pageant of Our Festivals.”

A Service of Consecration for New Members was held April
24, 1953. Leon Karosen was the chairman.

CoMMITTEE CHAIRMEN

General Chatrman.y = ool Milton Silverman
Plammnge L vt T et ae Hyman Brand
Celebrations.. - ... .- st s hulug Karosen

Anniversary Book..._...__. g 0 S O Morris Shlensky

Co-Chairmen—Harry Puritz, Mr. and Mrs. Sam Greenberg,
Mrs. Isadore Rich, Mrs. Charles Malcy.

P D R e et e e o ey Ben Sosland

JULIUS KAROSEN

MRs. ISADORE RICH

HARRY PURITZ

MRS. SAMUEL
GREENBERG

v 23



ANNIVERSARY DINNER, MARCH 15, 1953
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Ou the @eginniug LR

RABBI
BENJAMIN MAYEROVITZ

In 1954 the American Jewish Community will
celebrate its Tercentenary. Three hundred years ago in
September, 1654, twenty-three Jews arrived in New Am-
sterdam seeking haven and a home. No sooner had they
stepped ashore than they learned that they were not want-
ed. Only through the pressure of influential members of
the Jewish community in Holland were they permitted to
remain. Having found asylum, the Jews of New Amster-
dam began at once to fashion institutions essential for
Jewish living.

They were without rights and without funds, but
this did not dishearten them. Rights could be won by
vigorous determination, and funds could be acquired by
industry and diligence. The right to consecrate land for
burial was secured and a cemetery was established. It was,
however, many years before these founding fathers were
to conduct a public service, and it was not until three-

quarters of a century after their arrival that they were able to erect their own Synagogue.

Such were the early days of American Israel, the largest, most influential and af-
fluent community in the history of our people. Had an objective observer studied the
Jewish community of New Amsterdam and early New York, he would have given it
little chance of survival. What such an observer would have overlooked is the Jewish

“will to live,”” and the expression of that will through
institutions which make for survival.

The history of the Beth Shalom Congregation is
remarkably similar to the story of American Israel. Our
beginning was humble and fraught with the gravest dif-
ficulties. For many years facilities were woefully inade-
quate for religious gatherings as well as for the educa-
tion of the children. The founding fathers of our con-
gregation longed for a suitable Synagogue and a school
for their children, but they had no financial means. An
observer, unaware of the Jewish love for the Synagogue,
would have termed the early congregation a desperately
poor risk. Its days, it seemed, were numbered. But here
again there rose up men of ability equal to the challenge.
They established the foundations of Beth Shalom, a
congregation now esteemed and admired not only in its
own community but throughout the land. To these

BARNEY STEVENS

v 27
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men and women of vision, conviction and ability this
history of our congregation is gratefully dedicated.
The first Jewish settlers arrived

jﬁede ?/{/ere in the town Westport Landing, a lit-
tle less than a century ago. The first

fﬁe jounc[erd institution created by the early settlers
was a cemetery. In 1864 the Hebrew
Burial Association was founded, out of which evolved
Congregation B'nai Jehudah, one of the greatest Reform
congregations in the land. During the late seventies, the
then increasing number of Orthodox Jews, formed their
own burial societies. The men who organized and main-
tained a cemetery quickly turned their energies from con-
cern for the ultimate disposition of the body to the life
giving needs of the spirit. The cemetery quickly became an
adjunct to the more vital activities of the Synagogue. Out
of these burial societies grew the Orthodox congregations MILTON TERTE
of Kansas City foremost of which, both in status and out-
look, was the Keneseth-Israel Congregation which had its beginnings in the year 1878.

Thus we find that, by 1885, a well established institution, the ‘“‘Bikur Cholim
Cemetery,”” was owned by Keneseth Israel. In that year, however, the congregation had
to give up its cemetery property because of a faulty land title. The interred were ex-
humed and reburied in the Mt. Carmel Cemetery. Keneseth Israel had as yet neither a
permanent home nor a rabbi. Services were conducted wherever circumstances per-
mitted, “above a blacksmith shop,” in a hall over “Joe and Charlie's Saloon,”” in vari-
ous lodge halls. It must have been a proud day for Kansas City’s Orthodox community,
when, in 1893, it was finally able to invite a rabbi. With the cooperation of the
two other traditional congregations, “Etz-Chaim’ and
“Gomlai-Chesed,”” Rabbi Benjamin Brachiah Mayero-
vitz was invited to the position of ““Rabbi of the Or-
thodox Jewish Congregations.”” A native of Courland,
Rabbi Mayerovitz had studied in Kovno under the re-
nowned Rabbi Yitzhak Elchanan Spektor. Rabbi Mayer-
ovitz served the Kansas City community until 1898,
when he accepted the call of Congregation Sheerith Yisroel
in Dallas, Texas.

While in Kansas City Rabbi Mayerovitz published
a thoughtful and scholarly commentary on the “Ethics of
the Fathers.” It is interesting to note that the seeds of
Conservative Judaism were sown in our congregation
by its first rabbi. A meticulously observant Jew, Rabbi
Mayerovitz had a breadth of outlook which marks him
as a forerunner of Conservative Judaism. In the intro-
duction to his work he writes: ‘I endeavored to hew
FRANK JOSEPHSON a middle path for my co-religionists . . . to unite the

28



spirit and intent of true enlightenment
with that of true religion. . . This work
of mine, will, I hope, enable the
youth of the present and future genera-
tions in this country, . . . to distinguish
between true religion and false, belief and
unbelief, orthodoxy and reform, to com-
prehend the teachings of our Torah and
our sages, and to learn that, far from be-
ing opposed to modern culture, our re-
ligion goes hand in hand with it . . .”
The status of Jewish education in our
community can be imagined from his
plaint that “our sacred tongue is shame-
fully neglected and even ridiculed.”

In the first years of the last decade

KENESETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE

At 15th and Locust

of the nineteenth century, the congregation had become a permanent, vital and growing
institution. It was therefore decided to apply for a state charter which was granted on
August 2, 1894. The men whose names appear on this historic document will forever

be honored as the “‘pioneers of the con-
gregation.”” We record their names with
gratitude for what they were and what
they did:

B. Stevens, president; B. Dantzig,
vice-president; A. Rubin, secretary; Wil-
liam Kort, treasurer; A. Epstein, J. Ep-
stein, Som Rozovsky, John Alisky, J.
Rubin, Z. Moscovitz, Z. Rubin, H. Seegel,
H. Coplin, M. Gershonovitz, P. Shan-
berg, E. Eichenberg, H. Aleizke, Sam H.
Finkelstein, L. Dantzig, A. Silverman, L.
Alizkei, S. Cohn, A. Elisky, S. Aslizky,
H. Epstein, I. Fishman, B. Eichenwald,
Sam Gersharovit, Joe Peltzman, H.
Hoffman, D. Smolinsky, A. Assofskey,
Phil Levine, H. Eichenberg, Simon Eich-
enberg, A. Bertman, D. Peltzman, J.
Fleshman, M. Finkelstein, I. Greenberg,
P. Greenberg. A marble tablet now in
our present Synagogue building states
that Congregation Keneseth Israel was
founded by the ““Anshae Wischaer for
the purpose of erecting a Synagogue.”
The Anshae Wischaer was a ‘‘lands-
mannschaft” composed of immigrants
from the Polish town of Wischae,

« 28



Men and women began to la-

3Ae /eea/izaﬁon bor for the privilege of worship-

ping in their own Synagogue

o/ a .%ream building. The membership was

small in numbers, largely poor

immigrants striving for adjustment in a new world. Most

of them were tailors, baKers, peddlers, petty shop keepers,

and laborers struggling to maintain their families. In the

darkest hours and most difficult days they were impelled

by the conviction that a Synagogue is a basic necessity,
that “'more than bread is needed for true living.”

The great happiness of a dream fulfilled welled up in
the hearts of the ninety families of Keneseth Israel when
on April 20, 1902, they read in their morning paper that,
“For the first time in the history of Kansas City the full
orthodox Jewish ritual will be exemplified at the laying of  p Appr MAX LIEBERMAN
the corner stone of the handsome new Synagogue of the
Congregation Keneseth Israel, 1425 Locust St. ... The new temple is to be a very strik-
ing structure in the Spanish Moorish style. . . . It will have a capacity of 1,500 and it
will have one feature found in no other church in Missouri—its galleries will be sup-
ported without the use of a single column. . . . In the basement of the temple will be
rooms for a Talmud Torah. The cost of the building will be about $20,000.”

“So many came’’ to the Dedication Exercises that “‘an overflow took up station
across the street, on the lawns.”” The congregation’s president, Mr. Abe Denebeim,
presided and spoke of the history of Keneseth Israel from its early beginnings to the in-
ception and building of its Synagogue. The “oration of the afternoon was delivered by
the mayor of Kansas City, James A. Reed, who ‘made a splendid address, taking the
wonderful history of Judaism for his text.”” Others participating in the ceremonies

were Rabbi Harry H. Mayer of Temple B'nai Jehudah;

Leon Block, G. B. Silverman, B. S. Schwartz, D. L. Stark,
W. J. Berkowitz, and Louis Dworkowitz.

The officers of the congregation were: A. Denebeim,
president; A. L. Askinas, vice-president; Louis Levinson,
treasurer; R. Cohen, secretary. Abe Denebeim, a man of
strong convictions and great ability, was chiefly responsi-
ble for this important milestone in the life of our congre-
gation. With loyalty to Jewish tradition he saw the need
for making Judaism aesthetically appealing and intellectu-
ally acceptable to a generation of Jews growing up in
twentieth century America. Under his leadership the con-
gregation assumed greater coherence and gradually moved
toward Conservative patterns in worship. A Sunday
School was organized, but “was given up after a year’s

i : trial”’ because of the lack of trained leadership.

ABE DENEBEIM In 1904 Rabbi Max Lieberman was called from Bal-
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timore to serve the congregation. Possessed of many tal-
ents and great energy he served the congregation as rabbi
and cantor and conducted the Hebrew school for boys.
Under his leadership the congregation grew, and by 1908
numbered one hundred and ten families. The officers of
the congregation then were: N. Fishman, president; B.
Stevens, vice-president; G. Gershonowitz, secretary; and
R. Peltzman, treasurer. Finances were a continuous prob-
lem. Dues in those years were five dollars a year, paid in
weekly installments.

The beginnings of the Orthodox-Conservative con-
\ . troversy which later led to a division of the congregation

; can already be discerned in this decade. Religious instruc-
tion for girls, sermons in English, a more dignified and
meaningful service and mixed pews were some of the prob-
lems that confronted the leadership of the congregation.
The line between traditional and liberal factions was be-
ing drawn, and their leaders contended for control of the
congregation. They were all men deeply devoted to Judaism and their differences were a
“machlokes I'shem shomayim,” differences stemming out of this love of Judaism.

A living tradition must be relevant to life; life to be rich and meaningful must be
shaped by tradition. The problem is where to draw the line. Just as democracy must
continually harmonize the individual’'s freedom with the public good, so Conservative
Judaism is a continuous process to harmonize tradition and life. The problems faced by
this emerging Conservative congregation were similar in nature to the problems that in-
evitably confront all democratic institutions whether they be religious bodies or politi-
cal states.

In 1908 the congregation called to its pulpit Rabbi
[sidore Koplowitz who possessed not only deep Jewish
learning but a wide knowledge of world literature and
philosophy. Translator of a number of works from the
German, he is the author of ““The Mosheeach or Messiah”
and “"Almoveth or Immortality of the Soul”” published in
Kansas City in 1909. Reflected in these volumes is a keen
mind and a scholar at home in science, literature and phi-
losophy. The congregation’s first women’s organization,
the Ladies’ Guild, was organized during his tenure, with
Mrs. Koplowitz serving as president.

The need for spiritual

f7owarcl (fonderualiue leadership gf a new order
was growing ever more

}utlaidm press'ing. Thg Jewi'sh The-
ological Seminary in New
York was training rabbis who were completely at home in
American life as well as in the traditions of Judaism. The RABBI
congregation realized that only such American trained SAMUEL M. COHEN

RABBI
ISIDORE KOPLOWITZ
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rabbis could provide the spiritual leadership needed not
only for the youth but for their parents who were also
rapidly becoming integrated into American life. It was
therefore natural for the congregation, upon the resigna-
tion of Rabbi Koplowitz, to turn to the Seminary for a
spiritual leader.

The Seminary was then just beginning to attain the
stature of a national institution, and the number of its
graduates was wholly inadequate to meet the demands of
the rapidly growing American Jewish community. The
Seminary fortunately recommended a rabbi who possessed
to an astonishing degree, the attitudes, background and
training for dealing with just such problems in adjustment
presented by Keneseth Israel during the second decade of
this century. He was Rabbi Samuel Cohen, who served
from 1912 to 1916.

Great was the jubilation of the congregation as they
welcomed Rabbi Cohen. Concerned as they were for their
children, they felt that now adequate spiritual training would be available for them. In
this they were not disappointed. Through Rabbi Cohen'’s efforts a Sunday School and
the first modern Hebrew school in the history of Kansas City were organized. They be-
gan functioning in November, 1912, with Saul Kleiman as principal. Only four months
later, in March, a playlet in Hebrew was presented by the pupils at a Purim Festival.
The Sunday School met at the Synagogue building and the Kansas City Hebrew School,
as it was then called, was located in a rented house on Holmes near Seventeenth Street.
A Junior Synagogue, the first of its kind in the United States, was organized. This
marked one of the earliest beginnings of the Conservative youth movement in the coun-
try. Rabbi Cohen placed great emphasis on youth and labored with marked success to
bring young people to the Synagogue and to bring the Synagogue to them.

Writing in 1914 Rabbi Cohen paints a rather gloomy picture of “Jewry in the

EEO H EEED

KENESETH ISRAEL SCHOOL
GRADUATES—1914

FRONT ROW (left to right) : Fannie Ten-
enbaum, Annie Levine, Rabbi Samuel M.
Cohen, Rose Louis, Saul Kleiman, prin-
cipal.

MIDDLE ROW (left to right): Bessie
Marks, Marie Weinberger, I.eo Ruben-
stein, Rebekah Tenenbaum, Manuel Shure.
Mollie Cohen.

TOP ROW (left to right) : Jenette Wolf-
berg, Louis Hoffman, Wolf Cohen,
Hoffman, Meyer Rich.
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West.”” He finds lack of knowledge, lack of observance
and a lack of institutions that can deal with the problem.
Yet he is optimistic about the future for he finds a “‘real
warmth . . . Jewish ardor’”” and that “under-currents of
the Jewish spirit still flow deep.”” He looks to the day
when “Western Jewry, breathing a purer and freer air,
will go from strength to strength, flourishing and devel-
oping until it shall become spiritually what is now only
geographically, the center of Jewish life in this country.”

The men not yet mentioned who led Keneseth-Israel
as presidents during this period of growth in membership,
activities, and influence were: Alex A. Smith, Milton
Terte, Frank Josephson, L. J. Cohen, Samuel Zacharias,
N. Fishman, A. D. Askinas, and M. Daniels. They were,
one and all, men of courage, devoted Jews who shared the
optimistic vision of Rabbi Cohen and who set out to make
a living reality of an exalted dream.

In 1913 the United Synagogue of America, the na-

RABBI HERMAN M. COHEN

tional organization of Conservative congregations was organized and the influence of
Conservative Judaism spread over the entire country, Rabbi Cohen, who later headed
the United Synagogue of America, directed our congregation to the Conservative move-
ment and was one of its staunchest leaders for many years. The desire for change which
had been latent now found a spokesman and men and women who were determined to

bring that change about,

FirsT
CONFIRMATION
CLaAss
OF
BeETH
SHoLOM
1927
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Though anxious to retain loyal-
j/w CAanging ty to our tradition the congregation
4 had become imbued with the spirit
Synagogllp of the new Conservative move-
ment. They realized the growing
need for modernizing services, establishing study classes
for young and old, strengthening women'’s participation
and developing programs for young people to give the
Synagogue renewed vigor and strength. As the members
became more strongly divided in their opinions on this
program for change, the “‘dissenters’” withdrew to form a
new congregation.

With a firm resolve to transmit their ancestral ideals
to their children through the reinterpretation of those
ideals in modern terms, a group of men and women met in
May, 1915, in the ballroom of the David R. Travis home

ED S. MICHELSON at 28th and Troost. With the “Oron Kodosh'’ that stood

there as evidence of the piety of their hosts they organized

themselves into a Conservative congregation, calling it Beth Sholom, the House of Peace.

Rabbi Samuel M. Cohen, who had led Keneseth Israel since 1912, became its rabbi.

The congregation rented for its Synagogue the small frame building at 31st and Char-

lotte that had served the LLinwood Christian Church. Abraham Denebeim was elected
president of the new congregation.

“On Sunday afternoon, September 12, 1915, in response to an invitation from
Rabbi Samuel M. Cohen, a number of Jewish ladies of Kansas City gathered together to
form a Sisterhood to Congregation Beth Sholom, in a meeting at the Synagogue at Char-
lotte and Thirty-first Streets. . . . Thirty-three ladies subscribed their names in member-
ship.” The minutes of this organizational meeting record the election of the following
officers: President, Mrs. A. I. Louis; vice-president, Mrs.
M. R. Travis; financial secretary, Miss Dolly Levi; re-
cording secretary, Mrs. B. M. Achtenberg; treasurer, Mrs.
B. Shure. Under their leadership began the successful role
the Sisterhood has played through the years in the devel-
opment of the congregation. The quarters at 31st and
Charlotte soon became inadequate. A building committee
was appointed, and the property at 1701 Linwood Boule-
vard was purchased. In the minutes of the meeting held
on October 29, 1916 is an acknowledgment of the services
during the High Holy Days of Simon E. Rothenberg and
Henry Sosland. Both of these men were extremely pious
and meticulously observant of Jewish traditions, and their
leadership at the services on Rosh Hashonah and Yom
Kippur clearly reveals the traditional pattern to which
Beth Sholom was dedicated.

The congregation grew under Rabbi Cohen’s leader- JACOB VINER
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ship, and the minutes record that he was commended for
his services, particularly for his youth work. His resigna-
tion, tendered at the end of 1916, was accepted with re-
gret. Rabbi Cohen had not only brought about a strong
sense of unity within Beth Sholom, but had maintained
cordial relations with Keneseth Israel and earnestly sought
to bring the two congregations together. It was, in part
at least, because he hoped that his withdrawal would pave
the way for unification that he resigned from the congre-
gation. For a little over one year beginning with August
1, 1917, Rabbi Salo Stein of Louisville, Kentucky, occu-
pied the pulpit of Beth Sholom.

: ’ s Sentiment for consolidation began to mount as Ken-
ISAAC KATZ eseth [srael purchased a lot at 34th Street and the Paseo.
The members of Beth Sholom needed a more attractive and
more adequate Synagogue, but did not have the means for an expensive building pro-

gram. Keneseth Israel had entered upon a building program which grew in its propor-
tions and was eager for the financial aid which consolidation would bring. Neither con-

gregation was, however, willing to surrender the principles which originally had brought
about their division.

Mr. Denebeim, the President, appointed Messrs. A. Brenner, M. Daniels, L. Dene-
beim, Leo Feld, S. B. Russek and Barney Stevens to meet with a committee from
Keneseth Israel to discuss the advisability of consolidation. In October, 1918, came a
complete change of administration. [eo Feld became president and Rabbi Salo Stein ac-
cepted a pulpit in Jacksonville, Florida. The selection of a new rabbi became the primary
concern of the congregation and the issue of consolidation was growing ever more intense.
On Sunday, April 13, 1919, a committee of five members from each congregation pre-
pared a plan of consolidation which was submitted to
their respective congregations on April 20, 1919.

The ten members of this joint committee were one
and all men of strong will, and it was no easy task to
evolve a plan acceptable to all of them. Only after months
of negotiations on every point at issue was a tentative
plan finally prepared for presentation to each of the con-
gregations. This plan, in brief, called for the merging of
the two congregations under a single charter, the transfer
of all properties to the consolidated congregation, the
building of a new Synagogue and the introduction of a
“Modern Orthodox’’ form of worship. It specified, how-
ever, that Orthodox services be provided for those who
objected to changes in the ritual. The details of this plan
seem extraordinarily simple and free of compromise to us
today, but in those days the plan was looked upon with
suspicion by both congregations, and for almost five years BEN M. ACHTENBERG
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was the subject of continuous and heated
debate.

Meanwhile, in June, 1919, Beth Sho-
lom secured as its rabbi, Herman M. Co-
hen, who had served the Tifereth Israel
Congregation of Des Moines. He was
warmly received by the membership and
rendered devoted service to every phase of
congregational activity. A daily Minyan
was established, a weekly bulletin was pub-
lished, the Sisterhood became a vital factor
in the growth of the congregation, and a
gift by “‘the well known philanthropist,
Alfred Benjamin,”” marked the beginning
of a Synagogue library. The congregation
steadily gained in prestige and drew to it-

RABBI HADAS

1929

self goodly numbers of the most influential

leaders in the community.

The question of consolidation remained a lively issue, but as Beth Sholom gained
in strength and influence the will to consolidate weakened, and according to the minutes
of August 15, 1920, the congregation voted that “Consolidation was not to the best
interests of Beth Sholom.”" A committee, consisting of Barney Stevens, Morris Bigus and

Abe Denebeim, began to raise funds for a new Synagogue. The first money for the proj-

ect was $1,000.00 realized from a bazaar held
by the Sisterhood.

Keneseth Is-

J(eneaefA jdragﬂl?efé Fael was mee’t~
ing serious dif-
;SZO/OM (s ﬂorn

ficulties. Prog-

ress with its
building was slow and the results unsatisfying.
The foundation and the basement were inade-
quate for the superstructure that was needed.
The financial support was too meager, and
much irritation developed among the members.
For a short period Rabbi Simon Glazer served as
the rabbi of the congregation and of ““The Unit-
ed Orthodox Jewry’' of Kansas City. He was
endowed with imagination, energy, and ability.
As a communal leader he did much to win pop-
ular support for Zionism, and was largely re-
sponsible for the enactment of “T’he Kosher
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Law’"’ by the State of Missouri. He was, however, tem-
peramentally unable to deal with the day to day routine
involved in leading a congregation, and was therefore of
little help in the internal problems of Keneseth Israel.
The urgency of Beth Sholom to
_/4 /éeunilec[ b'uil'd aqd the pressure of mgunt'ing
difficulties on Keneseth Israel inevita-
C)ongregaﬁon bly led to the resumption of negotia-
tions for consolidation. On June 10,
1924, a meeting of the joint Boards met at Beth Sholom
and adopted resolutions for consolidation which later were
unanimously accepted by the general membership of both
congregations.

These resolutions provided for the complete integra-
tion of the two congregations as being ‘‘to the best interest
of Modern Orthodox Judaism,” that the new congrega-
tion be named "‘Keneseth Israel-Beth Sholom,”” that it be-
gin at once the task of “erecting in the South Central district of Kansas City a . .. Syna-
gogue sufficient to accommodate all its worshippers during the High Holy Days and
modernly equipped Sunday and Hebrew School rooms for the religious education of its
children.” Rabbi Herman M. Cohen of Beth Sholom was invited to head the new con-
gregation and Cantor Louis Cohen (brother of Rabbi Samuel M. Cohen) became its
Cantor.

The election of officers for the congregation was held on June 18, 1925, and Ben
M. Achtenberg, who had been vice-president of Beth Sholom, was elected as the first
president of Keneseth Israel-Beth Sholom. Isaac Katz was appointed Chairman of the
finance committee and Ed S. Michelson headed the building committee. Theirs was a
task far greater than they or the congregation could have envisioned, but they were men
of extraordinary zeal and rare determination, and began at once to carry through the as-
signment they had assumed.

RABBI ALBERT GORDON

The outstanding architectural firm of the city,
Greenebaum Hardy and Shumacher, which had done the
preliminary planning for the building, was employed to
complete the drawings and to assume complete supervi-
sion over construction. One of the junior architects of the
firm who worked on the project was Clarence Kivett who,
through the years, has rendered a great many architectural
services to the congregation. The Patti Construction Com-
pany was given the contract for the building. The exist-
ing files on the progress of the work tell of almost endless
problems which had to be overcome. The greatest of these
was the rapidly mounting financial burden as well as divi-
sions on the nature and scope of the facilities to be pro-
vided in the building.

That they builded beautifully and well is attested by J. J. TAXMAN
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BENJAMIN FEINBERG
President, 1932-33

the fact that, at its completion in 1927, the Synagogue
received the award of the Kansas City Architectural
[eague for "‘the most beautiful building, best suited to
its purpose, completed in Kansas City that year.”” With
elaborate and inspiring ceremonies lasting a week it was
formally dedicated September 11, 1927. Among those
who came from out of town to share in the great “‘sim-
cha” were Rabbis Solomon Goldman, Abraham Hal-
pern, C. E. Hillel Kauvar, Abraham A. Neuman and
Samuel M. Cohen. On Sunday, September 14, 1927,
the school building with an “‘'unheard of”’ twenty rooms
was formally viewed by the community at a special pub-
lic reception. Great enthusiasm is reflected in the reports
for the months following the dedication of the building
which was “‘wonderful to behold.”” Nearly 500 families
were affiliated with the congregation, and the school en-

rollment was “‘well over 325.” The members were heartened by this apparent growth

and especially by the caliber
of the congregational lead-
ership.

The excitement of the
celebrations, however, soon
passed and a very earnest
attempt was begun to se-
cure funds with which to
pay for the building. The
pressure of this effort re-
sulted in mass withdrawals
from the congregation, and
the union so hopefully
made was beginning to
strain the best efforts of
the leaders. It became ever
clearer that consolidation
did not mean union. Mis-
understandings and differ-
ences continued even after
the Synagogue and school
buildings were dedicated.
In the face of the difficul-
ties between groups within
the congregation there
loomed before the member-
ship the monumental fi-
nancial debts.
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ABBA RUBIN

The building program had been

jﬁe Crih’ca/ carried through with a very minimum

of cash, plus an inadequate and un-

?/ certain amount in pledges. For a brief

ears : i : ;

period this situation did not cause

great concern. It was a time when the whole country was

riding high on a wave of wild speculation and apparent

prosperity. The banks issued and sold bonds covering a

first mortgage on the building, large loans on open notes

were secured and elaborate but unrealistic plans were made
for meeting the staggering obligations.

Rabbi Cohen, who had labored with devotion and
courage through many difficult years, found it impossible
to remain, and in 1928 resigned to accept the call of Tem-
ple Aaron in St. Paul. For some months Rabbi Albert
Gordon, who later became the Executive Director of the
United Synagogue, occupied the pulpit. Meanwhile, the

financial situation was becoming even more critical with the result that the general sta-
tus of the Keneseth Israel-Beth Sholom congregation was rapidly deteriorating.

/eaééi ﬂac[ad
_/45:1ume5 ol)eac/erdéilo

It was then that several lay leaders were given a free
hand to reorganize the congregation in order to meet the
danger that threatened its very existence. Chiefest among
these were [saac Katz, Ed S. Michelson and J. J. Taxman.
These were men of great generosity, high enthusiasm, and

tremendous determination. It was obvious to all that the first step toward reorganiza-
tion was to secure a spiritual leader. This was no simple task, because of the wide differ-
ences in attitudes within the congregation and because of the overwhelming problems
facing it. The situation called for a man of maturity and courage. For months the

search was carried on until
Dr. Cyrus Adler, the then
acting president of the sem-
inary, and Rabbi Solomon
Goldman of Chicago rec-
ommended Rabbi Gershon
Hadas of New Britain,
Connecticut.

Rabbi Hadas was com-
pletely happy in his com-
munity and was unwilling
to leave, but was finally
persuaded to come to Kan-
sas City “‘not as a candi-
date for a position but sim-
ply as a guest speaker.”’
During this visit, which

FRONT ROW (left to right) : Chayim Greenberg, Sam Bass, M. Mallin.
BACK ROW (left to right) : Jos. Bartnick, Sam Rostov, Jack Cohn, Wm. Clay-
PO et L e
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was on Washington’s Birthday in 1929, the committee in
charge of securing a rabbi persuaded Rabbi Hadas to con-
sider coming to Kansas City. Not long thereafter Rabbi
Hadas did accept the call of the congregation and in June
of that year began his active duties. The committee had
mentioned some of the problems facing the congregation,
but had made light of them, and the rabbi was wholly un-
aware of the monumental difficulties before him.

These difficulties very soon became uncomfortably
evident. In the first place no one really knew the precise
extent of the debts that had to be met. The membership
list was large but on examination revealed that only a dis-
tressingly small number were paying dues; many others
denied their affiliation. When, on his own initiative,
Rabbi Hadas secured an auditor’s report he found that the
actual membership numbered only about 250, that the
debt was well over $§400,000.00 and that of the total
amount in pledges (about $50,000.00) a good percentage was not collectible. As a re-
sult of this information the rabbi determined to resign from a position which was “‘com-
pletely untenable.”

REUBEN PELTZMAN

He presented the problems to the men who had persuaded him to accept the posi-
tion, emphasized his inability to deal with the situation, and tendered his resignation.
These lay leaders, however, insisted that the situation was far from hopeless, that they
stood ready to help in every way, and provided at once nearly §75,000.00 with which
to meet the more immediate obligations including salaries, interest and a host of other
demands. The rabbi then and there determined to see the job through, and during the
next several months the congregation began to recover its position and the general gloom
began to lift somewhat. Then suddenly came the depression and the consequent paralysis
to all plans and efforts.
Many of the wealthiest
supporters were unable to
meet even their personal
obligations. Salaries were
cut again and again, and
adjustments in obligations
were readily accepted. But
even large corporations
were in difficulty, and one

morning banks began to
close. For the congregation

ELDERS OF BETH SHALOM
BACK ROW (left to right) : J. Peltzman, H. Levi, M. Finkelstein, M. Eichenberg,

and the rabbi the situation J. Viner, J. M. Greenberg, L. Feld, J. Smolinsky, J. Moskovitz.
’ FRONT ROW (left to right) : E. Gershon, I. J. Cohen, J. R. Shapiro, M. Klein,
looked hopeless, indeed. Rabbi Hadas, H. L. Minda, M. M. Friedson, A. Ziman, M. Hoffman.
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And yet there was no turning
jacing Our back. Stubbornly and largely sin-
gle handedly Rabbi Hadas battled
grealedt Cridt':s on. Among the obligations was
an open note for nearly $100,-
000.00 endorsed by a long list of individuals, most of
whom had become insolvent. Mr. [. Katz, one of the
signers, offered to give some $40,000.00 provided the
balance could be secured. After heartbreaking labor this
was finally accomplished, and a great portion of the
burden was lifted. It should be recalled that this job
was done and these sums were contributed in 1930-
1933, during the days of W.P.A. and bread lines, apple
selling on street corners and Hoovervilles.

It would take many pages to tell of the intermina-
ble meetings, the countless appeals, in the herculean ef-
fort to free the congregation from its crushing debt. For
at least a decade following Rabbi Hadas' coming to the
congregation this was the job that preempted most of his time and energy. That he was
able to face the dark days of those years and to lead the congregation out of its plight
was made possible by the patience and devotion of its leaders and the generosity of both
the membership and the general community.

Heading the list of those leaders were Isaac Katz, J. J. Taxman, Ed S. Michelson,
Hyman Gordon, Ben Feinberg, Reuben Peltzman, Abe Diamant and Jacob Viner. The
examples set by these men prompted the fullest measure of support on the part of hun-
dreds of others. Many new members offered assistance, and even non-Jews shared in the
task of redeeming the congregation from debt.

The first president to tackle the critical financial problems was Ed S. Michelson.
He was a dynamic personality, generous to a fault, impulsive but unyielding
in his faith in the Syna-
gogue. During his short
term in office (1929-30),
and till the end of his days
his stubborn determination
was a mighty factor in
bringing the congregation
to its present status of pow-
er and worth. He evolved
a workable program for
tackling the huge debt, and
gave large sums with which

HYMAN GORDON

B'NAI BITZVAH 1936
FIRST ROW (left to right) : Bill Lieberman, Charles Saver, Herbert Gershon,

to initiate the program. It

was Ed Michelson who for Howard Friedmann, Morris Lasik, Henry Aronson, Saul Rosen.
: SECOND ROW (left to right) : Harold Michelson, Jerry Peltzman, Sam Fish,
many years saw to 1t that Albert Lipsey, Jack Bernstein, Morton Levine, Strawford Schneiderman.

THIRD ROW (left to right) : Lawrence Hans, Kenneth Bigus, Stanford Warshasky,

our buxldmg was carefully Cantor Jacob Rothblatt, Marvin Apple, Jerry Rosenbloom, Paul Grollman.
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maintained, and even during the years when he himself
was in great stress his zeal on behalf of the congregation
never lagged.

On November 2, 1930, Jacob Viner, one of the
staunchest and best known of our communal workers, be-
came president. The officers who served with him were
Isaac Katz, Benjamin Feinberg, Samuel Bobrecker, Reu-
ben Peltzman and A. I. Morris. It was a huge job indeed
that faced this administration. Progress was painfully
slow, the specter of defeat rose to frighten those of lesser
faith, but with dogged persistence Mr. Viner battled on.
He became the symbol of assurance and strength and drew
to his aid many of those who had withdrawn from what
seemed a lost cause.

During Mr. Viner's incumbency Mrs. [saac Katz was
president of the Sisterhood (1928-29) followed by Mrs.
Clarence Kleban (1929-30) and Mrs. Harry Sandler
(1930-32). The minutes tell of the untiring efforts of the members of the Sisterhood
in strengthening the morale of the congregation, and in providing it with financial sup-
port. It is difficult to select the names of the outstanding workers among the women dur-
ing those years but some names appear so often in the records that they should find a place
in this story. They are Mesdames Jos. Rittmaster, Al Hoffman, Sam Diamant, B. M.
Achtenberg, David Newberg, Robert Blond, R. Peltzman, N. Peltzman, Ben Gibian, Ed
S. Michelson, Isaac Katz and Wm. Jacobs. Mrs. Hadas—the Rabbi's wife—was most
helpful in bringing a cultural and spiritual quality to the meetings of the Sisterhood.

SAMUEL GREENBERG

It was during Mr. Viner's administration that the Young People’s [League was or-
ganized with Maurice Gottlieb, Morris Schlozman. Rose Shapiro, Jeanette Dickstein,
Mae Wilks, Bill Cohn, Fred Estrin, Jack Karol, Joseph Burgheimer, Bertha Newberg,
and Jesse Schlien as its leading members and Morris Kilminick as their advisor. The
school was strengthened under the direction of its principal, Mr. Alvin Karner. The
Scout Troop numbered well over a hundred boys, and was considered one of the out-
standing troops in the entire country.

Cantor Louis Cohen had resigned and for two years the congregation employed
cantors for the High Holy
Days only. In 1929 Can-
tor Max Freiman and in
1930 Cantor A. J. Sivo-
witz officiated. The fol-
lowing year Cantor Paul
Discount of Hartford, Con-
necticut, joined our staff
serving thecongregation for
three yearsuntil 1933 when
Jacob Rothblatt became
our cantor. Many were the NURSERY SCHOOIL—1934
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PAUL BAYZMAN
Scoutmaster

FRONT ROW (left to right):
Sam Gordon, Albert Krashin,
Marshall Eisen, Sol Dallen,
Gilbert Tulper, Chas. Bern-
stein, Sol Firestone, Leo
Grossberg, Albert Yukon,
Leonard Greenberg, Na-
than Plattner, .. __,
Stanley Herzmark,

Joe Karp, Joe Ze-

nitsky.

BACK ROW: Bill
G e S
Allen Tabolsky, Jo-
seph Lichtor, Irving
Achtenberg) Lo . . . .
Lefkowitz, Karl Katz,
Ieonard Bayzman, and Paul
Bayzman.

THE TrooOP
IN 1931

LEONARD BAYZMAN
Troop Committeeman
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lay leaders who shared in this expanding program despite great difficulties. Morris
Webber, Nathan Goldberg, Abe I. Morris, Louis Gershon with Abe Diamant as chair-
man carried on constant campaigns for the reduction of capital debts. Abe Herzmark
consecrated many years of effective service to the Boy Scouts, and Leonard and Paul
Bayzman were already then as they are now dedicated leaders in this important function
of the congregation.

The Chevra Kadisha held its first annual dinner and set forth plans for the improve-
ment of Mt. Carmel Cemetery. Many and varied were the affairs that were conducted by
the several groups within the congregation, but the “‘greatest Synagogue event of the
year’’ was a gala dinner marking the 50th anniversary of the two original congregations
which became Keneseth Israel. It was a well attended affair with Dr. Solomon Gold-
man of Chicago as the guest speaker. Mr. Viner retired from office with the congrega-
tion far stronger than it had been, but still uncertain about its financial future.

In January, 1932, Ben Feinberg assumed the presidency, with Isaac Katz and Reu-
ben Peltzman as vice-presidents, Morris Bigus and A. I. Morris as secretaries and Samuel
Bobrecker as treasurer.

Amid and despite the crushing financial problems the congregation improved its
Holy Days services through the purchase of uniform prayer books and published a most
attractive booklet as a supplement and guide for the new prayer book. As an extension
of its program the School Committee instituted a Senior Department for adults, pub-
lished a 32-page booklet outlining courses, and drew large attendance to its weekly
classes.

Although Mr. Feinberg died before the completion of his term (1933 ), his warmth

of spirit and true generosity had permeated
_______________________________________________________________________________________ the general membership. Again and again
: il the members rallied to the president’s call
il and succeeded in moving yet another step
forward toward release from its burden of
debt.

This was the year when serious rum-
blings foretold the coming storm in Europe.

BoArDp oF DIRECTORS—1929

B. M. Achtenberg A. Harris
Morris Bigus Sam L. Hoffman
Sam Bobrecker Jacob Hyman
Adolph Brenner Isaac Katz

Joe Gershon
Louis S. Gershon
J. Goldberg, Jr.
Nathan Goldberg
Henry Goldblatt
Jacob Goodman
A. J. Granoff

J. M. Greenberg

Louis J. Rose

S. E. Rothenberg
I. Rubins

Harry Sandler
M. Shankman
David Smolinsky
Jacob J. Taxman
Jacob Viner

M. H. Kat e :

SRR Deeeer S The position of the Jew in Eastern and Cen-

Jess L. Chambers Ed S. Michelson E : t )

Max Daniels P. Millstein | tral Europe was rapidly deteriorating, and
{  Abe Diamant Philip Minkin il Zionist activity in America was therefore in-

Shmughi. Fiep S oty tensified. In Kansas City this activity was

Benjamin Feinberg H. Naman F :

Len 1. Bald J. Peltzman centered 1in our Synagogue and its most able

Jacob Friedman Nathan Peltzman leader and spokesman was Harry Friedberg,

Eli Gershon Reuben Peltzman an active and very valuable member of our

Board of Directors.
The Peltzman family had for several

decades played important roles in the devel-
opment of the congregation, and on May 7,
1933, the eldest son of the family, Reuben

M. Weinberger Peltzman (son-in-law of Jacob Viner) be-

gan four years of service as president. His of-
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ficers and committee chairmen included Sidney Feinberg (son of Ben Feinberg), David
Smolinsky, Phil Levi, Nathan Goldberg, Philip Minkin, Wm. Jacobs, Harry Rubenstein,
Sidney Pines and Hyman Gordon as well as many of those who had been serving
throughout the years.

It was during Mr. Peltzman’s administration that Jess Chambers rendered extra-
ordinary service to the membership and the financial committees and Sidney Pines di-
rected the School Committee with signal success. Phil Levi spent endless hours in attempt-
ing to straighten out our affairs with the banks. Simon Rothenberg, who had a deep
reverence for our traditions, but sought to translate these traditions into contemporary
terms was our ‘Ba-al Schacharis’” year after year until his death shortly before the Holy
Days in 1933.

The Sisterhood’s president was Mrs. Phil Small (1932) succeeded by Mrs. Wm.
Jacobs (1933-34). Both of these ladies displayed remarkable ability in helping the con-
gregation and in providing our women with projects that made for greater attachment to
Jewish values. Mrs. Celia Segelbaum and Mrs. Isaac Katz were among the outstanding
co-workers in almost every Sisterhood undertaking during this period. Others whose
names are particularly prominent are Mesdames Sol Forman, I. Marder, Ed Michelson,
David Sosland, J. Bornstein and Dave Barr.

Mrs. S. Tranin was elected Sisterhood president on June 24, 1935, and served for
two years. The other officers were Mesdames LLeo Rubenstein, Phil Levi, Jack Friedman,
R. Peltzman and S. Pines. Many new members had joined the ranks of the Sisterhood
and many were the assignments which the ladies gladly assumed to the welcome relief of
the congregation. They improved the facilities in our kitchen, redecorated the class
rooms, helped mightily in financing the Syn-
agogue Schools.

By the end of 1937, the close of Mr.
Peltzman’s term as president, vast changes
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had taken place in the congregation. In four B. M. Achtenberg A. Louis
years the membership had grown from 395 Morris Bigus Abe Margolin
T Sam Bobrecker Ed S. Michelson
to 500 families, the Sunday School had an S i il Kirie
enrollment of 600, the Hebrew School of Abe Diamant J. Peltzman

150. The Young People’s League with a
membership of over 100 carried on an effec-
tive program of activities, and the Sisterhood
was growing at a rapid pace and boasted
over 300 members. The adult classes, begun
in 1932, had been changed in structure, and
were still functioning in satisfactory fashion.
A number of special study groups were
maintained and a school library became a re-
ality. Cantor Jacob Rothblatt who came to
the congregation on December 11, 1933, be-
gan at once the development of a Synagogue
Choir and there was a most welcome im-
provement in our religious services for the
Holy Days, Festivals and Sabbaths.

Sidney Feinberg
Leo Feld

Milton Feld
Harry Friedberg
Meyer S. Glatt
Nathan Goldberg
Henry Goldblatt
Jacob Goodman
Hyman Gordon
J. M. Greenberg

Bernard T. Hurwitz

Wm. Jacobs
Sam Kamen
Isaac Katz
M. H. Katz
Jake Levin
Phil Levi

Nathan Peltzman
Reuben Peltzman
Sidney Pines
Meyer Rich
Louis Rolsky

I. Frank Rope
Harry Rubenstein
Leo Rubenstein

1. Rubins

Harry Sandler
Phil Slobosky
David Smolinsky
Benjamin Sosland
Jacob J. Taxman
Sam Tranin

Hy Vile

Jacob Viner

Morris Weber




Tremendous improvements were made in the building during these four years. The
floor in the Banquet Hall was replaced with terazza, serious leaks in the domes were re-
paired, and a good part of the building was repainted. This was work that involved
great sums of money, but which had to be done in order to preserve the building. A be-
ginning was made toward rebuilding the room used for daily services into a formal
Chapel. A new Oron Kodesh was built, additional memorial plaques were placed, and a
series of stained glass windows were installed. One of these windows was dedicated to
the memory of Ben Feinberg, the late president of the congregation, two to the memory
of the parents of Mr. and Mrs. Isaac Katz, two to the memory of Mr. and Mrs. Abe
Rosenfield’s parents, and one to the memory of Mr. Rosenfield’s wife.

Important for the future history of the congregation is that during this period Messrs.
Hyman Brand, Milton Silverman and Harry Puritz began to take an active hand in the
congregation and their influence very soon became apparent in all its activities. At the
annual meeting held in October, 1936, Mr. [saac Katz was made the Honorary President
of the congregation.

The general economic improvement in the country and the

_/4”‘“-”[”9 mounting enthusiasm for the good work which the congregation was
doing brought an ever larger measure of supporters to our leaders.

&aéi/ify The operating budget, which in 1933, had been ruthlessly cut to $30,-
000 had slowly risen, until by 1937 it was $40,000. This in itself

was no small burden, but it was met without too much difficulty. It was the interest
and the capital debts which continued to bedevil the congregation. However, even this
burden was greatly reduced, and by January, 1937, the overall debt stood at $150,000.

The three years from 1937 to 1940 are memorable in the annals of the congrega-
tion and in the history of European Jewry. World War II was getting into full stride,
the murder of our people had begun to assume genocidal proportions, and our members
were in the forefront of the local campaigns for funds with which to aid the refugees
from the terror that ultimately engulfed the whole world.
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At the same time, we had to buckle down for a final effort ‘‘to get out from under
the huge balance of debt which is throttling us.”” It was with this slogan uppermost in
his mind that Hyman Gordon began his three-year tenure as president on November 18,
1937. And, in large measure, he succeeded in his aim, so that the minutes of April 5,
1939, record that “A review of the financial standing of the congregation shows a very
rapid liquidation of our various obligations. Payments on pledges are coming in as ar-
ranged with donors, our construction notes (issued in 1927) are being gradually settled,
and our current general income is maintaining a level slightly higher than in 1938. All
these facts indicate that with proper care we shall be completely clear of all debt within a
period of three years.” Except for a relatively small balance this feat was actually ac-

complished as promised.
With contagious zest, Mr. Gordon concentrated his efforts and that of the entire

congregation toward the attainment of his goal. Meetings and campaigns followed one
another in rapid and unbroken succession.

The Sisterhood under the presidency of Mrs. S. Tranin (1937), Mrs. Irving Mar-
der (1938), Mrs. Lewis Hoffman (1939-43) steadily grew in numbers and in influ-
ence. Its contributions to the Synagogue Schools, to the Bond Retirement Fund and to
the maintenance of the building were of tremendous help. The activities and the accom-
plishments of the Sisterhood during this period reflect leaders and workers of high caliber.

One cannot exaggerate the constant and effective leadership and cooperaticn given
by Mrs. Gershon Hadas throughout the years. With two very small children at home,
the Rabbi’'s wife nevertheless threw herself into the work of the Sisterhood shortly after
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coming to Kansas City. Her energy, her understanding, and her friendships were the in-
struments which many a time brought success to Sisterhood projects.

The history of the Sisterhood records a long list of those who have passed from
our midst, but who have bequeathed to succeeding generations memories of devoted serv-
ice. It is not easily possible nor is it necessary to record here the names of even some of
these women. And yet, we cannot help but set down the names of three truly noble
Jewish wives and mothers who were taken from us during this period. They are: Mrs.
Sol (Rose) Forman (1938), Mrs. Simon (Esther) Rothenberg (1939) and Mrs. Phil
(Ruth) Levi (1939).

Despite the strenuous and continuous campaigns for funds the congregation man-
aged to move well ahead in its religious and educational programs. A number of out-
standing personalities were brought as speakers at special events. Among them were Dr.
Louis Finkelstein; Rabbi Samuel M. Cohen, the first Seminary graduate to serve the
congregation; Dr. Milton Steinberg, who spoke on behalf of the Zionist Organization;
[ttamar Ben Avi, who was invited on behalf of the Jewish National Fund; Dr. Joachim
Prinz, who spoke at a Purim Service on behalf of European Jewry; Rabbi Raphael Gold,
who spoke at a celebration commemorating the 900th anniversary of the birth of Rashi,
and a goodly number of others.

The Synagogue Schools added exceptionally competent teachers to its regular staff
and some twenty teachers were employed for the Sunday classes. The Young People’s
League with Irving Achtenberg as president (1940) had become the most outstanding
group of its kind in the community, and year after year contributed hundreds of dollars
to the Liquidation Fund. One of the founders of the [League, Mr. Phil Slobosky, served
for several years as a director of the Synagogue office.

In October, 1938, the Board honored several pioneer members as permanent Gab-
baim with Jacob Viner as Honorary Gabbai and Abba Rubin as Gabbai Rishon. Mr.
Rubin was deeply respected as a faithful Jew and as one who had gladly given a life-

time of devoted service to the congregation. He graced the office of Gabbai Rishon until
his death in 1944.

The congregation had long needed an additional staff

jﬁe g\’loanrling meml:.»er to assist Rabbi Hadas. It be§ame pbysically impossible

for him to carry his burden of duties. Hitler's march across

Synagogue Europe drove many rabbis to America. These were in desperate

need of employment and in October, 1939, our Board invited

one of these men, Rabbi Moses [Landau, to serve as assistant to Rabbi Hadas. It was

hoped thus to be doubly helpful. However, Rabbi [Landau was too inexperienced to

serve a congregation such as ours, and resigned before the end of the year. His leaving

did, however, make it clear that it was of primary importance to secure an assistant rabbi
for the congregation.

For some time there was no Shamash on the staff. Mr. Morris Simon, who had
served in that capacity for some years, had resigned. For financial reasons the Board was
hesitant to employ a successor. Mr. Max Finkelstein, a pioneer member of the congrega-
tion, became the Shamash, first as a volunteer, and later as a paid member of the staff.
He rendered valuable service from 1936 until his death in 1945.
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As part of the effort to improve the Sabbath morning services the Ritual Committee
purchased in March, 1939, sets of Hertz's Pentateuch for use by the entire congregation.
Despite the lack of funds the individual volumes were purchased in order to make their
use as attractive as possible. Uniform prayer books for daily services and for festivals
were also provided as well as a full supply of taleisim and yarmulkes.

On the tenth anniversary of Rabbi Hadas coming to Kansas City a dinner was
given that “‘despite the weather, over 250 brave souls’” attended. It was held on January
9, 1940, at the Synagogue with Bernard T. Hurwitz as toastmaster. The speakers in-
cluded Rabbi S. S. Mayerberg, George Oppenheimer, Sieg Harzfeld, Emily Levin, Leo
Rubenstein and Ben Sosland.

For a decade Rabbi Hadas could give only splintered moments to general com-
munity interests. The needs of the congregation did not permit even an occasional va-
cation from his work. And yet he played a major role in the organization of the Kan-
sas City Welfare Federation and served many another community cause. It was he who
helped bring into being the Rabbinical Association of Greater Kansas City (1939) and
served as its president during the first four years of its existence.

Under the direction of our rabbi many worthy projects were made possible through
the cooperation of all the congregations of the city and their rabbis. The first annual
community-wide Thanksgiving Service was held at our Synagogue, November 23, 1939,
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This service has become a community tradition. The special ritual published annually
for this service has with few exceptions been done by Rabbi Hadas. Through the past
fourteen years the services have been mostly held in our Synagogue.

It is difficult, at this distance, to gauge the immense job accomplished during Mr.
Gordon's presidency. The Board minutes of July, 1940, record that ““The Bond Retire-
ment campaign held in 1939 succeeded in clearing away the entire first mortgage falling
short of our needs by only some $7,500.” Looking over the records we are amazed by
the large number of ready workers who were steadily recruited for a job that was fan-
tastically difficult and exceedingly costly. One of the men who stands out as having
been greatly helpful in this complicated undertaking was Mr. Bernard T. Hurwitz. He
not only helped in matters incidental to the liquidation of the debt, but also in many
another problem faced by the congregation.

Over sixty years, packed full with hopes and dreams and untold labor had passed.
The congregation had weathered storms of conflict and the crushing weight of debt. De-
spite every hazard, it had marched steadily forward from precarious beginnings toward
a great Synagogue. By the end of Mr. Gordon’s incumbency as president, the congrega-
tion was strong in numbers and in singleness of purpose. All irritations stemming from
the consolidation had been healed. There was as yet the hurdle of debt to overcome, but
the amount was insignificant compared to what it had been for over a decade. With a
beautiful building, a loyal membership, and tried leadership the congregation was pre-
pared to enter a new era in its history. It had taken six decades to produce the instru-
ments with which to fashion a great spiritual institution. The time had come to use these
instruments ‘for bringing to young and old a greater knowledge of Judaism, a deeper at-
tachment to its traditions, and a more earnest will to live as Jews.”

An event, fittingly closing an important chapter in our story, was an installation
of officers and dinner in honor of our oldest members held in December, 1940. It was
a truly memorable evening for the entire community as well as for the 26 older men
who were honored, almost all of whom had played vital roles in the development of the
congregation. The officers installed were Isaac Katz, Honorary President; Samuel
Greenberg, President; Hyman Brand, Ben Lieberman and Phil Levi, vice-presidents;
Herman Galamba and Louis Niman, secretaries; and Hyman Gordon, treasurer.

Whereas, heretofore, all effort was simply “‘to hold our own,”” the new cry was
“let’s do something with what we have.”” With great enthusiasm the membership ral-
lied behind the new president, Mr. Samuel L. Greenberg, who was elected on Novem-
ber 3, 1940. Mr. Greenberg was an excellent choice for leadership at this juncture. He
was a young man, the youngest to hold the office since the founding of the congrega-
tion. His entire family was closely involved in congregational activities and he himself
had rendered valuable services to the congregation.

The mandate given Mr. Greenberg was ‘'to use every means at his disposal to make
the Synagogue more sensitive to the needs of our children and young people.”” This was
the goal which prompted him to institute at once an associate membership with dues of
only $6.00 a year. This membership attracted many young people who thus enjoyed
all congregational privileges including a seat for the Holyday Services and tuition in the
Synagogue Schools. The plan increased enrollment in the Sunday School and prompted
needed improvements in the Assembly Services for Rosh Hashonah and Yom Kippur.
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The guest preacher at these services during 1941 was Maurice Samuel and it was then
that Mr. Milton Shapiro was first invited to serve as cantor. The following year the
preacher was Dr. A. E. Milgram, now Educational Director of the United Synagogue
of America.

Although the Sunday School was making good progress the daily Hebrew classes
were shrinking in numbers and in effectiveness. Many are the reasons given in the re-
ports for this situation. As we now read these reports it is clear that inadequate funds
had been allocated to the Synagogue Schools. The president sought to increase these al-
locations and to provide additional staff. It became necessary for Rabbi Hadas to spend
a great deal of time with the details of the school program, and he then realized that only
through a change of its administration would the school be able to function properly.
This involved radical action and was, therefore, delayed for some months.

In order to improve the Holyday Services, the Ritual Committee authorized the use
of the newly published Holyday Machzor edited by Rabbi Morris Silverman. Some
2,500 copies were purchased in order to provide a uniform prayer book for the three
separate Holyday Scivices conducted by the congregation. The Annual Congregational
Seder conducted for many years on the second eve of Passover had been gaining in pop-
ularity, and the participants began to demand revisions in the traditional Haggadah. In
order to meet this demand the then new Reconstructionist Haggadah was provided. This
Haggadah has since become widely used in many of our homes. As part of this general
plan to make the ritual of the Synagogue more meaningful to our generation, the Ritual
Committee authorized the publication of a Memorial Service booklet for use at all
Yizkor services. This booklet included a listing of the names on the memorial tablets in
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Benjamin Lieberman
Ed S. Michelson
Louis Niman

J. Peltzman
Nathan Peltzman
Reuben Peltzman
Sam Reichman
Louis Rolsky
Oscar Rosenbloom
Harry Rubenstein
I. Rubins

J. Shapiro

M. Silverman
John Small
David Smolinsky
A. L. Snyder
Ben‘amin Sosland
Hy Vile

Jacob Viner
Morris Webber

the Chapel. It was a carefully prepared and
beautifully printed order of services, and
was the gift of the Sosland family in mem-
ory of their parents. Several later editions,
also the gift of the Soslands, included addi-
tional readings, and the latest issue, pub-
lished in October 1949, contains 70 pages.
The Synagogue Library had been slow-
ly developing as a useful aid for teachers and
pupils of the Synagogue Schools. In April,
1942, the library received from Milton Sil-
verman and from his mother, Lena Silver-
man, sufficient funds for the purchase of
book cases and desks. It was some six years
later that the children of Hyman Minda
made available a fund for setting up the
Minda Library in our school building as an
integral part of the congregational program.
In February, 1941, a memorable din-
ner honoring Mr. Jacob Viner and Mr.
David Smolinsky was held at the Synagogue
by the Appleman Home for Jewish Aged.
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Because of the very long and close contact of these men with the Synagogue the dinner
was largely an expression of appreciation by the congregation.

The minutes of the annual meeting held on October 21, 1942, closing Mr. Green-
berg’s administration relate that, except for a drop to 65 pupils in Hebrew School at-
tendance, great progress had been made in every other phase of our activities. The bud-
get had climbed to nearly $60,000, and capital debts had dropped to $25,000. There
were as yet many spiritual gaps in the congregational structure, but the members were
fully aware of this, and were eager to fill these gaps. They were greatly heartened by the
realization of so many of the plans with which Mr. Greenberg came into office, and were
prepared for even more rapid strides toward a great, creative, religious institution.

Keneseth Israel-Beth Sholom has been singularly fortunate in the

jn /Oraide quality of its lay leaders. Those who directed its course throughout

its 75 years have been, with very few exceptions, men of unusual abil-

o/ o&aa/era ities. It would, therefore, seem bold and unkind to attempt the selec-

tion of any one of them as leading all the others in those qualities we

seek in a community leader. And yet, to members of our community and particularly to

our congregation it will seem neither unkind nor bold to name Mr. Hyman Brand as our

most distinguished leader. Everyone in the community accords him unqualified respect,

and in the congregation he is held in deep affection. He is that extremely rare personality

who truly and always does more than the famous prescription pronounced by Micah.

His actions are more than just. He not only loves mercy, his daily living is an active ex-

pression of that love. He not only walks humbly with God, but with humility does he
serve his fellows as children of God.

It would be amiss to name Mr. Brand without reference to his brother-in-law and
business partner, Mr. Harry Puritz, who has himself given unstintingly generous serv-
ice to every worthy cause and especially to the welfare of the congregation. These men
could not have given such sacrificial service without the active encouragement of their
families. It was indeed a beneficent Providence that directed them and their families to
settle in our city and brought them to our Synagogue. A very few years after Hyman
Brand had served on the Board of the congregation he was elected vice-president, and on
Mr. Greenberg’'s retirement in October, 1942, he began a four year term as president
with a strong group of officers and the hearty support of the entire congregation. Much
was expected of this administration and many were its accomplishments.

Mr. Brand was most anxious to clear away the balance of the capital debt, to place
the congregation on a firm financial footing, and thus be able to promote more freely
and more fully the basic purposes of the Synagogue, its religious and educational pro-
grams. In order to accomplish this goal, Mr. Brand at once called for cooperation in
carrying through the following four point program:

1. Completion of the Trust Fund campaign to provide funds for (a) the payment
of all capital debts, (b) setting up a retirement plan for the rabbi and other permanent
employees, (c) needed major repairs on the building. 2. the organization of a Men'’s
Club in order to promote greater fellowship among the members. 3. the improvement
in the administration of the Synagogue Schools. 4. to relieve the rabbi of at least some
of those duties which should be borne by the Board and /or the Synagogue office.
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This was no easy assignment, but under Mr. Brand's
patient and persistent prodding everyone of the four goals
was actually attained. A fund of about $50,000 cared for
all capital debts, paid for major repairs on the building,
and provided the initial fund needed for setting up a re-
tirement plan for the rabbi. Increases from dues and other
income made it more easily possible to meet the rapidly
growing budget.

Meanwhile the reports from Europe were becoming
ever more tragic. A nation turned barbarians were
slaughtering millions of our people, spreading desolation
over all of Europe, threatening the freedom of all man-
kind, and thus compelling our country to enter into
the world conflict. By January, 1943, over 150 of
our boys and girls were in the armed services and before
the end of the war, in September, 1945, about 300 mem-
bers of the congregation were serving in the defense of our
country. A tremendous amount of war work was under-
taken by the congregation, especially in caring for military personnel stationed in or near
Kansas City. Sifre Torah and ceremonial objects needed for service in camps were loaned
or given outright, and all those in military service were welcomed to every congrega-
tional dinner and particularly for all holidays. A beautiful service in honor of the men
and women in our military forces was held January, 1943, and a most impressive serv-
ice in February, 1946, marked the joyful occasion when they returned home. A month
later, on March 14, 1946, the congregation tendered a complimentary dinner to all vet-
erans and their wives. Each male veteran was presented with a fine tallis embroidered
with the name of the recipient and of the congregation. Each female veteran was given a
beautiful Siddur, and all veterans were offered a year’s honorary membership in the con-
gregation. About 150 of the veterans in attendance gladly took advantage of this offer.

During the terrible days of the war, several services, conducted under the joint
auspices of all the Jewish congregations of the city were held in our Synagogue and every
week had its quota of appeals and campaigns for one cause or another in connection with
war needs and the call for help from our people abroad.

No date will be so well remembered by those who lived through the war years as
April 12, 1945, when the sudden death of President Franklin Delano Roosevelt numbed
the entire world. Everywhere and to almost everyone the news came as a personal shock,
and that same evening the Synagogue was crowded with men and women and little chil-
dren who came to mourn the passing of a great leader and a good friend. In a deeply
moving eulogy, Rabbi Hadas said that “'No man, not even a Lincoln or a Wilson, is so
well known to the plain people of the whole world. No one was so widely beloved and
no death has ever evoked such deep and universal grief.”” "I know that [ am expressing
the feeling of untold millions,”” said the rabbi, ““when I say that we have lost a great and
good friend, a heroic soldier, an American who was all that [ want America to be, and |
dread the critical days ahead without him. This is the most tragic day of the war, and,
I fear, that it is a loss that will be keenly felt for many years to come.”” It was a heart-

HYMAN BRAND
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broken, tear-stained congregation that slowly filed out of the Synagogue.

It 1s remarkable that in the face of enormous pressure and great anxiety during the
war years there was yet the energy and the will to move onward with the needs of the
congregation. With the enthusiastic direction of Mr. Herman Greenstein, a Men’s Club
was organized on July 21, 1943, and immediately outlined ambitious plans for the
1943-44 season. On its third anniversary the club reported a membership of 286, and
monthly cultural dinner meetings that brought outstanding lecturers, entertainers, and
musicians to its members.

Far reaching changes were introduced in the Synagogue Schools. In March, 1943,
Mr. Alvin Karner, who had served the congregation for nearly 18 years, was replaced by
Rabbi Leon Wind, a young graduate of the Jewish Theological Seminary. During his
two years with the congregation, Rabbi Wind assisted Rabbi Hadas, doubled the enroll-
ment in the Hebrew school, and greatly improved the quality of its instruction. In this
he was aided by Rabbi Charles Elkin of New York who was added to the staff and placed
in charge of the weekday Hebrew classes. Rabbi Elkin resigned after one year because of
his military status. The chairman of the School Committee who bore the brunt of the
difficulties incidental to the reorganization of the Synagogue Schools was Mr. Phil Levi.
It was his warm interest and tact which brought marked improvement to the school with
the united support of the entire congregation.

In April, 1945, the Board elected Rabbi Bernard Kligfeld, a graduate of the Jew-
ish Institute of Religion, as associate rabbi and principal of our schools. He performed
excellent work with the school, and after four years he resigned to head the Reform
congregation in Long Beach,
Long Island. During his ten-
ure the congregation purchased
the property at 3632 Virginia
as a permanent home for the
principal of our schools.

Although the congregation
had long ago begun to look to
the Jewish Theological Semi-
nary and the United Synagogue
of America for personnel and
other aid it was not until 1942
that we began to support these
institutions, and in May, 1943,
the Board voted an annual as-
sessment of 75 cents for the
Seminary and 25 cents for the
United Synagogue. This was
followed by limited campaigns
for the Seminary until, in 1946,
the Board unanimously ap-
proved a Seminary campaign

for $25,000 as suggested by THE JEWISH THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY
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Mr. Brand. This campaign, though only partly successful, set the pattern for the gen-
erous support we have been since giving to this great institution of Jewish learning.

By 1946 the membership of the congregation had risen to 800, the budget to
$67,000 and the Sisterhood numbered over 500 members. The school enrollment was
steadily climbing as was the character and quality of its curriculum. A branch weekday
school which operated for about three years was opened at 55th Street and Brookside

with Mrs. Saul Kleiman in charge. The Scout troop had jumped from 65 to almost
100 boys.

In 1942, Mr. Morris Frankel of Czechoslovakia was appointed Shamash and super-
intendent of the building. He was a cultured and pious Jew who gave dignity to his
position, served with devotion until his resignation and removal to New York in 1946.
It was Mr. Frankel and Mr. David Smolinsky who made our daily services so vital a
part of our congregational program. It should be noted that for over twenty years Mr.
Smolinsky never missed a single daily morning and evening service.

The Committee on Memorials dedicated several of the large stained glass windows
in the main Synagogue auditorium as memorials, and published beautiful monographs
on these windows as well as the order of services for their dedication. Through the ini-
tial assistance of Mr. Milo Minkin, the tradition of supplying the home of every mem-
ber with an attractive Jewish calendar was first instituted in 1943. In an effort to dis-
tribute honors and aliyahs as widely as possible it was voted that no member of the
Board shall be assigned any honors during the Holydays. Although the congregation
had taken no direct hand in the supervision of Kashruth in the city it was vitally inter-
ested in assuring such supervision, and joined the Orthodox congregations in this task.
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For a number of years the congregation contributed an-
nually the sum of $250.00 toward the employment of a
Mashgiach. This support was withdrawn only when the
Orthodox rabbis presented another plan for providing
this supervision.

In the summer of 1943, Rabbi Hadas became seri-
ously ill, and was confined for many weeks. For the first
time in his career he was unable to be with the congrega-
tion during the Holydays, and Maurice Samuel, selected
as the lay preacher for both Rosh Hashonah and Yom
Kippur, presented a series of stirring and deeply spiritual
discourses to the congregation. It was also arranged that
the rabbi was enabled to speak from his bed by telephone
and loud speaker on the first evening of Rosh Hashonah.
It was this illness which impelled the rabbi to seek an as-
sistant, and prompted the Board to set up a retirement
plan for the rabbi. However, no sooner was Rabbi Hadas
able to return to his duties than he was once again deeply

involved in many communal tasks, and more busy than ever with plans for the future

of the congregation.

The fifteenth anniversary of Rabbi Hadas’ coming to the congregation was cele-
brated at a dinner held on June 14, 1944, with Dr. Louis Finkelstein as the guest speak-
er. A special issue of ““The Scroll” was published for the occasion and in this Scroll, it

was reported that “with a membership of
less than 200 and a financial burden of over
$400,000 at the outset of his ministry in
Kansas City, our rabbi with the courage and
optimism of youth undertook to redeem the
congregation from debt and to release his en-
ergies for the spiritual work for which it was
created. The results of his labor are well-
known, and we now do not have a single
item of debt. Our membership now numbers
almost 700. Our religious school popula-
tion exceeds 500. Above all under our rab-
bi's leadership and inspiration our congrega-
tion has become one of the great citadels of
traditional Judaism in America.”

So strong had become the financial
status of the congregation, and so inspirited
was the membership with its attainments,
that shortly after a victory dinner, when the
mortgage was burned, that earnest discus-
sions began about the possibility of provid-
ing an additional building for our school.
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RABBI
BERNARD KLIGFELD

Hyman Brand had come to the presidency with the best
of good wishes from the entire congregation; he retired
from the office with the deep appreciation and the affec-
tionate regard of the staff, the members, and the entire
community. Keneseth Israel-Beth Sholom had indeed
come to be a congregation of major importance in the
American Jewish scene.

It was not easy to be a successor to Mr. Brand, and
it was with some doubts that in October, 1946, the young
first vice-president, Mr. Isadore Rich, was elected to the
presidency. Aside from the fact that he was so much
younger than most of our presidents had been, Mr. Rich
was, however, well suited for the task of administering
the affairs of the congregation. He was a product of this
community and of our congregation. He was already

widely known throughout the city and had given many
years of service to the congregational Board. Our growing

number of young people found in him an earnest understanding champion, and other
members gladly followed his leadership. With zealous attention to every detail in the
affairs of the congregation, he strove to add greater meaning and larger purpose to its

efforts.

Circumstances beyond his control forced him to retire after only a single year in

office, but a rich chapter in our history is
recorded for that year. One of his first un-
dertakings was to improve the Sabbath serv-
ices, and ours was one of the first congrega-
tions to introduce “The Sabbath and Festi-
val Prayer Book’ published by the United
Synagogue of America. A large group of
members organized into an Ushers Com-
mittee, which proved very helpful at Sab-
bath services; the number of Gabaim was in-
creased and their functions were broadened.
The Ritual Committee dedicated many
meetings to discussions on the Siddur and
the Machzor, and probed various plans for
improving our ritual.

The size of the school had grown far
beyond the capacity of available class rooms.
For Sunday mornings the Assembly Hall
was divided into four rooms. Every lobby,
the choir loft, the main auditorium and even
the rabbi's study were all used as class
rooms. The matter of an additional build-
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ing was clearly an immediate need. The question of the size of the building and its cost
was carefully considered, and on July 23, 1947, the sum of $70,000 was voted for its
construction as per plans prepared by Kivett and Myers. The contract for the building
was given to the Morris Hoffman Construction Company.

For a short time during 1947-48 Mr. Daniel Sloan of New York was employed
as "‘sexton and executive secretary.”’ Because it was difficult to secure a suitable apart-
ment near the Synagogue the congregation bought and remodeled the house at 3600
Virginia as a home for him and his family. Mr. Sloan, however, proved unsuited for
the work in our congregation and resigned his position. The Board felt that the house
provided Mr. Sloan was much too large for any successor to his job and sold the prop-
erty with no delay and no loss.

The Cemetery Committee had purchased additional acreage and carried through
an elaborate program of improving the entire cemetery including the building of stone
walls for the new section, the construction of roads, and the planting of trees and shrubs.
A large part of the cemetery was surveyed and plotted and a new plan for the sale of lots
was introduced. The Committee, in an effort to obviate the waste involved in large
monuments and in order to assure the beauty of the grounds, restricted monuments for
the new sections to standard size granite markers.

PAST PRESIDENTS OF THE SISTERHOOD

STANDING (left to right) : Mesdames Charles Malcy, Lewis Hoffman, Irving Marder, Lee D. Seelig, William Jacobs.
SEATED (left to right) : Mesdames Harry Sandler, Isaac Katz, Reuben Peltzman, Clarence Kleban.
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There had been much discussion for some time as regards a project for the prepay-
ment of all charges in connection with funerals. The plan called for a nominal annual
payment in return for which no charge would be made for any and all services rendered
by the cemetery or the congregation in case of death. During Mr. Rich's year in office
the plan was again thoroughly discussed, but action was postponed “‘until a more care-
ful study is made of its full implications.”’

The Men’s Club was developing into a strong organization with a consistent
growth both in the number of its members and in the wide range of its programs. So
also the Sisterhood had become an increasingly indispensable unit of the congregation.
Under the presidency of Mrs. Lee D. Seelig during '45-'49 and Mrs. Charles Malcy
in '49-'51 the ladies provided their members with stimulating programs, and carried
through major projects the income from which was assigned for the support of the Sun-
day School. One of these projects, the Annual Pesach [Luncheon, had become a popular
tradition. Year after year Mrs. Hadas assumed charge of this luncheon and the rabbi
reviewed a current book of Jewish interest.

The war had wrought havoc among all young people’s groups. The Young Peo-
ple’s League had almost completely disappeared and steps were taken to recover this
loss. Several groups of young people began to meet with some regularity and plans were
evolved for the permanent organization of a Young Married League and of a number
of youth groups within the congregation. gl wotsgmotess o,

i

During the summer of 1947, on the occasion of Rabbi

_/4/4” &géteen Hadas’ 18th anniversary with the congregation, the Board voted

to grant the rabbi a year’s vacation "‘as a long delayed Sabbatical

yeam year.” C'aref_ul plans were mgde for an extensive itinerar‘y, and

he and his wife left Kansas City for the west coast late in No-

vember. They had been gone only a couple of weeks when it became evident that the

congregational staff was not yet prepared to carry on its work without the direction of

the rabbi. The experience with the plan to give the rabbi a leave of absence again re-

vealed how important it was to secure a competent associate rabbi and a larger staff to
assure the continued development of the congregation.

A very full year came to a close when, on October 15, 1947, Mr. Rich completed
his term of office and Mr. Leo Rubenstein was elected president. The congregation had
broadened the scope of its activities, its staff was strengthened and its spiritual attain-
ments were greatly heightened. Above all a sound beginning had been made in dealing
with the most vital problem of the Synagogue, the religious training of our youth.

Mr. Rubenstein and his family had always been close to Keneseth Israel, later to
Beth Sholom and finally to the consolidation of the two congregations. His father,
Harry Rubenstein, was a member of the Board until his death on Yom Kippur, 5703,
and he himself had given many years of devoted service to the congregation. He was
fully informed on all the plans and the problems of the congregation and was eager to
carry forward the work begun by his predecessors. Because of the heavy demands made
on the president, the congregation voted to create a new office, that of Chairman of the
Board, and elected Hyman Brand to fill this position. It was Mr. Brand’s task “‘to
advise and to assist the president.”
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The work on the new school building was begun in
September, 1947, but was not completed before April,
1949. Extensive work was also done in several parts of
the old school building, in the kitchen, the Assembly Hall,
the boiler rooms, and in the Main Auditorium. The Build-
ing Committee with Mr. Herman Greenstein as chairman
reported the final completion of their program in Septem-
ber, 1949.

In order to provide parking facilities, a lot at 3426
Paseo, two doors south of the Synagogue, was purchased
in March, 1948, with funds contributed by Mr. and Mrs.
Milton Silverman. This is the lot on which subsequently
was built the house for the senior rabbi. During the same
month the southwest corner of 34th Street and Virginia
Avenue was purchased for development into a parking
lot. Mr. and Mrs. Sidney Feinberg paid for the lot and
for the expensive job of transforming this property into
a most convenient parking lot.

LEO RUBENSTEIN

The congregation was deeply involved in the steadily rising needs of European and
Palestine Jewry. Vast sums were needed, and our members responded with generosity
to every appeal. The situation in Palestine was growing tense when in November, 1947,
the United Nations announced a plan for partitioning Palestine. This plan greatly
favored the Arab population, but was nevertheless accepted by the Jews of Palestine
and of the world because it offered the possibility of eliminating the hostility of both
the Arabs and the British to the determined effort of the Jewish people to open the
gates of Palestine to all Jews, especially to the homeless remnants of European
communities. Jews everywhere hailed the United Nations' decision, and a Service of
Thanksgiving was held at our Synagogue with Rabbi Kligfeld in charge.

The Arab states, however, ignored the decision of the United Nations and instead
savagely attacked the Jews in Palestine. While the battles raged in Palestine frantic ef-
forts were made by Jews everywhere to provide whatever assistance it was possible to
bring to our hard-pressed people facing murderous attacks. What a relief it was to us
to learn that the Jews were successfully repelling these attacks and that they were even
gaining ground. And how thrilled we were when on May 14, 1948, the state of Israel
declared its independence. A veritable miracle had occurred; the first Jewish state since
Roman times, the third Jewish commonwealth, the dream of nineteen centuries had been
realized.

The immediate recognition of the State of Israel by President Harry S. Truman,
followed by many other nations, and its acceptance into the family of nations by the
United Nations brought songs of praise and gratitude to the lips of world Jewry. Cel-
ebrations were held everywhere and in our Synagogue, a city-wide service of Thanksgiv-
ing was held on Sunday evening, May 16.

For many years the question of a change in the name of the congregation was peri-
odically discussed but without action. Those who wanted a change argued that the name
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Keneseth Israel-Beth Sholom was much too cumbersome,
too difficult to spell and to pronounce. Those who were
opposed to a change argued that our name was much too
heavily laden with precious memories and rich traditions
to be abandoned. Because one of the men who bitterly
opposed the change was Mr. Jacob Viner, our oldest mem-
ber and one of the most respected, the congregation hesi-
tated to make the change despite an overwhelming vote in
its favor. On September 1, 1948, after consultation with
Mr. Viner and a poll of the entire congregation, the Board
unanimously voted to proceed to change the legal name of
the congregation, and on May 23, 1950, we were renamed
““T'’he Beth Shalom Congregation.”

Traditionally the Shamash assisted in the daily
services and only occasionally was assigned other minor
duties. The title, therefore, came to be associated with a
person who possessed little or no real competence in any
field of congregational work. At most he was an informed
and observant Jew with little or nothing else in his favor. The growth of the congre-
gation, the expansion of its facilities and activities demanded a new sort of Shamash. We
needed a man who could assume charge of our building and its maintenance, and assist
in some of our activities as well as care for his traditional duties. We found such a per-
son in Mr. Abraham Meth, who came to us from Hungary in May, 1948.

Mr. Meth has brought distinction

and dignity to the title Shamash. He is ; CONGREGATION

a cultured , and 1
ted person, and 2 el ide KENESETH ISRAEL-BETH SHOLOM
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congregation and the community.

We recall with pleasure some of the young women who through the years were in
charge of the Synagogue office. There was Frieda Bernstein who for almost a decade
managed the office with rare devotion. Then there was Sylvia Segal and later her sister,
Helen Rae Segal, whose loyalty and competence are so clearly reflected as we page
through the records they left behind. There were others who gave outstanding service
to the office, and, though we recall them with gratitude, the list is too long for inclu-
sion in this brief record. But heavier duties were constantly being imposed on the office
staff, duties that required long range planning and more permanent personnel. It was
to meet this pressing need that in May, 1948, Mr. Leonard Glass was placed in charge
of the Synagogue office. Mr. Glass, who came to us immediately from his graduation
from college, has grown with the growth of his duties and has become an important
member of our staff,

It was during Mr. Rubenstein’s presidency on September 1, 1948, that the Board
voted to accept a gift from the Minda family for setting up a permanent library within
our school building and under the jurisdiction of the congregation, to be known as the
Minda Library. The gift provided for the complete remodeling of a room and the pur-
chase of all furnishings and equipment needed for a library. It also set up a trust fund
of §500 a year for ten years toward the maintenance of the library.

Early that year the congregation dedicated a very attractive plaque at Mt. Carmel
Cemetery to the memory of Mr. Joseph Peltzman who had rendered nearly sixty years
of consecrated service to the congregational cemetery. Other memorials such as stained
glass windows, silver ornaments for the Torah Scrolls, and others were also dedicated
during the year.

ZIMRAH ORCHESTRA— 1949
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In February, 1949, Rabbi Hadas was privileged to accompany a group, represent-
ing the United Jewish Appeal from all parts of the country, on a trip to Europe and
Israel. He returned bringing a stirring message to our community on what he saw and
heard in refugee camps in France and in Italy and most especially on his experiences in
the land of our fathers. With him from Kansas City were Rabbi Maurice Solomon and
Mrs. Ernest Peiser.

The record of the congregation is a refutation of the notion that only so much can
be done within a given time and no more . As we were reading the minutes of our sev-
eral Boards, we were amazed by the number and scope of activities which were steadily
added to our program vyear after year. Certainly Mr. Rubenstein rounded out two
highly significant and thoroughly exciting years as our president, and on October 26,
1949, Mr. Herman Hershman was elected as his successor.

Mr. Hershman was in every sense of the word a “‘shul-mentsch,”” intimately related
to the Synagogue. He loved its traditions and stood in reverence before the sanctities
which it taught and symbolized. Then, too, he had a deep affection for Beth Shalom
and was ever ready to serve its needs. [t was an enthusiastic congregation that elected
him to office and a deeply appreciative president who entered upon his duties with the
firm determination to maintain the high standards set by his predecessors.




This determination very soon began to find expression in a host of tasks that in-
volved large sums of money and the cooperation of the entire membership. Shortly after
Mr. Hershman assumed office the Board authorized the expenditure of $30,000 for a
new Chapel. This was the final step in a program begun some fifteen years earlier, and
called for the fashioning of as beautiful and as comfortable a place for worship as the
available space permitted. Clarence Kivett drew the plans and A. I. Morris and Son were
awarded the construction contract. It was almost a year before this work was com-
pleted, and the chapel, formally dedicated on November 6, 1950, is as charming an
example of an ideal Synagogue, in miniature, as we have ever seen. It is a source of
genuine pride to all who come there for services even as for all who shared in its building.

The Minda Library was completed just before the work

/45[4[/;9 geaufg on the Chapel \'vas'begun. It. was dedicated on Noverr}ber 27

1949, at a service in the Main Synagogue with Rabbi Albert
& ﬂo/inedd Minda of Minneapolis as thg guest speaker. Rabbi Minda is the

son of Hyman and Rachel in whose memory the Library was
dedicated. The following month, on December 2, 1949, the congregation dedicated the
attractive metal fence and the six artistic copper plaques mounted on the roof of the
addition to the school building. These were the gift of the family of Lee Greenberg,
“of blessed memory.”” Mr. Greenberg was a son of Jacob and Anna Greenberg and a
brother of Samuel L. Greenberg, a former president of the congregation. He was a be-
loved member of the congregation and of the community.

Stained glass windows were installed in the addition to the school building from
designs prepared by A. Raymond Katz of New York. A group of four of these were
dedicated on October 27, 1950. One was the gift of friends of Henry Zinn and was
dedicated in his memory. Another is in memory of Max and Esther Morris and was
placed by their family. The fourth is in memory of Harry and Edna Milens, and was
placed by their family. Other memorials dedicated during that year were six large bronze
plaques the gift of the families of Sol Brams, Celia Taxman Durwood, Jennie Steinberg,
Tom Cohen and Anna Cohen. One was placed by the Breakfast Club of the congre-
gation.

The last two of the twelve windows in the Chapel, designed by Jeanette Klein,
were dedicated to the memory of [Leo Goodman and Fannie Cohen.

The Synagogue Museum of ceremonial objects was opened to the public. A fund
given by Dorothy Cohen in memory of her husband, Tom Cohen, provided for the
initial setting up of the museum as well as for future purchases. A number of very in-
teresting and valuable ceremonial art objects have been added to the museum from time
to time as gifts of individual donors.

The Men’s Club was beginning to offer its members programs of such merit that
on several occasions the Main Synagogue had to be used for the capacity audiences which
they attracted. The Chairman in charge of programs was Mr. Morris Shlensky, whose
enthusiasm knew no bounds and who succeeded in setting standards that were far and
above what most congregational men’s clubs could possibly undertake. The Young
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Married League was getting into stride and began to draw into its ranks couples af varied
backgrounds, but all interested in gaining a fuller appreciation of Jewish values and in
introducing these values into their homes. The League sponsored a study class, Friday
night dinners and services as well as many social gatherings. An effort was made to
reorganize the Young People’s [League and a notable event of the year was the twentieth
anniversary dinner of the League held on May 16, 1950.

For several years Mr. Henry Steinhaus had served the congrega-
_/4ccenl On tion as the leader of youth activities. First as a volunteer and later as
a part time member of our staff he attained outstanding results in his
youlé./ work with teenagers. He .organized and led a l'flrge United Synagogue
Youth group and was particularly successful with the Leader’s Train-
ing Fellowship. Scores of our children were skillfully guided to an intense interest in the
Synagogue and in all of Jewish life. For the first time our youngsters in large numbers
began to attend Sabbath Services and it was unusual when there were not at least
twenty-five of the L. T. F. boys and girls at the regular Sunday morning services. Mr.
Steinhaus enjoyed the affection of parents as well as of children and it was with deep
regret that we bade him farewell when he and his family moved from the city. The
enthusiasm and the warmth with which he infused our young people was a powerful
element in prompting us to enter upon a yet more fully rounded program of extra-cur-
ricular activities for children and teenagers.

Mr. Steinhaus’s work led to cooperative efforts with other youth groups in this area.
Many youngsters were sent as delegates to conferences in other cities and a convention
of the Midwest Region of the United Syna-
gogue Youth was held in Kansas City dur-
ing the latter part of November, 1949. The
Sisterhood, the Men's Club as well as the
School Committee gladly provided generous
subsidies for all these activities. Generous
support was given also to an expanding pro-
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gram of scholarships to selected summer
camps. These scholarships were given to
outstanding pupils of our school, and the
camps selected were those where the indi-
vidual boy or girl would receive a maximum
of training for Jewish life and leadership.
This program was later implemented with
a city-wide plan sponsored by The Guard-
1an Society for Jewish Children which seeks
to encourage wider participation in this im-
portant educational undertaking through
subsidies to organizations who desire to
sponsor such scholarships.

An important change in the executive
staff took place when, in August, 1950,
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Rabbi Kligfeld resigned. Mr. Melvin Schein of New York was in charge of the school,
and for a few months Mr. Jack Aronson of Kansas City served as Mr. Schein's assist-
ant. Once again the Board began an earnest canvass for an associate to Rabbi Hadas.
Many rabbis were interviewed in their own communities and several were invited for
visits to Kansas City, and many months passed before a decision was made.

These changes did not, however, retard the continued growth of the congregation
which then numbered well over 1,250 families, nor the development of the school with
its enrollment of over 700 pupils. A daily nursery was opened with an enrollment of
only six children but completed its first year with 20 pupils, the maximum that could
be accommodated. Mrs. Jack Hoffman was in charge with Mrs. Edwin Levine and Mrs.
Shops Levitz assisting her. The nursery school has steadily grown in popularity.

Remarkable progress was made in increasing attendance at Friday night services,
and a number of changes in the Sabbath morning services introduced by the Ritual Com-
mittee added much toward making those services more meaningful to larger congrega-
tions. A number of rituals for special services were published. Particularly successful
was the Purim Service which has been used in subsequent years and has brought great
joy to large congregations of both children and adults. So also were a number of other
special services gladly welcomed and their pattern followed year after year.

In the preparation and the presentation of all services and special programs it was
Cantor Rothblatt who bore the major burden of the work involved. It is he who not
only helps in planning the programs but spends a tremendous amount of labor in organ-
izing and training the Synagogue Choir. His aid has been of incalculable value through-

NURSERY ScHOOL—1952
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out the years. Graciously and generously has he given his time and energy to the school
as well as to his musical work. It is Cantor Rothblatt who trained so many of our boys
and girls for their Bar Mitzvah and Bas Mitzvah and taught them to lead in Synogogue
services. Our annual Confirmation Service which has become so beautiful and so vital
an event in our calendar has been under the Cantor's sole charge for many years. Dur-
ing the past several seasons it was he alone who developed the program, trained the class
and the choir and supervised and directed the entire service. He certainly fully and well
merits the warm regard in which he is held by the staff as well as by the entire member-
ship.

It was a tradition, hoary with age, for those who come to recite Kaddish for their
deceased to serve refreshments to the congregation after the service. This very probably
stemmed from the desire to assure a Minyan at the service which was often held in the
home of the mourners. This custom continues to our day except that in our Synagogue
we have greatly improved upon it. There are many who can with justification claim
credit for this improvement, but it was members of the Sosland family who many years
ago instituted what has since become our famed Breakfast Club.

This Club, made up of all those who come for daily morning worship, is served a

THE SYNAGOGUE CHOIR—1953

FRONT ROW (left to right): Mrs. Edwin Levine, Mrs. Morris Ellis, Mrs. Hans Caspari, Cantor Rothblatt, Mrs. Morris
Lerner, Mrs. Leuchter.

SECOND ROW (left to right) : Mrs. Joe Zitterman, Max Lerer, Mrs. Isadore Bressel, Sam Pasmanik, Miss Marie Untrif,
Morris Cohen, Edward Wolberg, Mrs. Martin Bass, Dave Cooper, Mrs. Bernard Birnbaum, Miss Barbara Rosenfeld.
Not Shown in the Picture: Mrs. Frank Agranoff, Ted LaVine.
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full breakfast after every service except on Sabbaths and festivals. The morning service,
which lasts half an hour, begins on week days at 7 o’clock and Sundays at eight. After
the Sunday breakfasts, speakers address the Club but never for more than fifteen min-
utes and the Club adjourns at 9:30 a.m. The cost of providing the breakfasts is met
from a voluntary collection made every Sunday morning.

The Breakfast Club has been a great stimulant in encouraging attendance at the
daily service, and indirectly has brought about wider participation in other congregational
functions. It has been a source of very deep satisfaction to have large numbers of young
people as well as children attend and share in the Sunday morning services and very often
the service is conducted by these young people.

The daily chairman of the Club holds office for just eleven months, the period
required for reciting the Kaddish for our deceased. The Club president, who is in charge
of speakers and programs, is Mr. Jack Kay, who has held this office for several years.
Mr. Sol Forman, in charge of supplies and menus, and Mr. Si Yukon, the treasurer,
came into office during Mr. Hershman’s administration. But it is Mr. Benjamin Sosland
who for many years has been the most consistent and devoted supporter of the Club. It
was he who during the earliest days of the Club was appointed its chairman and toast-
master, and as such he has been serving to the delight of all those who attend the Club’s
Sunday morning breakfasts.

Following the pattern of past years, in giving special recognition to Rabbi Hadas
every five years, his twentieth anniversary with the congregation was celebrated in
October, 1949, with what was described as “"an elegant reception arranged by the ladies
of the Sisterhood.”” The Sisterhood under the presidency of Mrs. Charles Malcy provided

BrEakFasT CLUB, MOTHERS’ DAY—1953
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an endless number of receptions, served as hostesses at every Oneg Shabbat, prepared
and served the monthly dinners for the Men's Club, arranged annual programs with
outstanding stars, the proceeds from which provided them with funds for large subsi-
dies to our school, and at the same time they offered well-rounded programs for their
own meetings. Especially noteworthy was the annual contribution made by the Sister-
hood to the Torah Fund of the Seminary. The traditional Pesach Luncheon was dedi-
cated to the Torah Fund and so successful was this annual event year after year that
the Sisterhood has become one of the largest contributors to this Fund in the entire
country.

The role of the Jewish Theological Seminary in the American scene and its rela-
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tion to our community became ever clearer to the congregation. Mr. Hyman Brand had
become the chairman of the Friends of the Seminary for this region, and it was he, aided
by such men as David Sosland, Milton Silverman, Harry Puritz and Herman Hershman
who directed us to a close relation with “‘this institution as the fountain of our spiritual
strength.” We began to think of the Seminary as our very own and sought to support
it as such.

The annual dinner of the Kansas City Friends of the Seminary held on January
11, 1950, presaged widespread and generous support for the Seminary. Dr. Louis Fin-
kelstein, the guest speaker, was given a warm welcome and his prophetic message stirred
us all to greater loyalty to our faith.

Just before the close of Mr. Hershman's second term as president the Board made
several decisions that were of far reaching importance. These decisions had been carefully
considered and were the expression of the unanimous will of the membership. They
involved the future of our school and youth programs, and the future status of Rabbi
Hadas as he was approaching the age when he may retire. It was imperative that the
school be placed under competent direction, and it was equally important that Rabbi
Hadas be given an associate who could at once relieve him of many routine duties and
who could be counted upon to gradually assume an even larger measure of the rabbinic
direction of the congregation. Without experienced leaders our youth program began to
falter and there was no question in anyone’'s mind but that a trained leader should be
secured for this basic phase of our activities.

[t was not easy to find the sort of people we wanted. Nor did we

Our &a/ know just how we would be able to finance the program for the ex-
pansion we had in mind. The choices that were then made have, how-
growd ever, fully justified our hopes.

The first step was the employment of Rabbi Abraham J. Karp as
the co-rabbi with Rabbi Hadas. Rabbi Karp graduated Yeshiva College in 1942 and
the Seminary in 1945. He served in Paterson, New Jersey, as executive on the staff of
the United Synagogue of America, and came to us from Swampscott, Massachusetts,
where he had been rabbi for three years. He was highly praised by his teachers and by
those whom he served as rabbi, and he quickly evoked our sincere regard and affection.

Rabbi Karp came to Kansas City in July, 1951, and was formally installed on
Friday evening, September 7, 1951. At Rabbi Hadas’ request Rabbi Karp was granted
“full equality in all matters including salary with the senior rabbi.”” Shortly after Rabbi
Karp’'s family arrived the congregation purchased, remodeled and completely redecorated
the house at 3719 Forest Avenue as the permanent home for the co-rabbi.

The School Committee, upon Rabbi Karp’s recommendation, employed Mr. Rafael
Arbisser as the principal of the school and supervisor of all youth activities. Mr. Arbis-
ser's wife was employed to serve on the Hebrew School staff. Both have given an ex-
cellent account of themselves in the very short period they have been with us. Mr. Ar-
bisser has with great zeal and earnestness wrought something akin to a miracle in the
operation and the attainments of our school. With him in charge it was felt that we may
justifiably wait for another year before adding a youth leader to the staff.

In September, 1950, Rabbi Hadas transferred to the congregation his home at 1310
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Manheim Road as a gift. The Board accepted this gift and sold the house shortly there-
after. On January 31, 1951, the Board voted to build a permanent home “‘to be used
by Rabbi Hadas and his family so long as he will retain his affiliation with the congre-
gation, and for his successors thereafter.”” This house, designed by Mr. Ralph Myers of
Kivett and Myers, and built by Joseph Hoffman, was completed in June, 1952.

Thus the Board met the several problems with which it had long been struggling.
[t was true that in a very short while our debt was back at $§90,000 but the congrega-
tion was great in numbers, in energy and in enthusiasm for what had been done. It was
therefore with great pride and full assurance of yet greater tomorrows for the congre-
gation that Mr. Hershman retired from office on November 7, 1951, to be succeeded by
Mr. Milton Silverman.

Mr. Silverman, unlike his predecessor, was not what we used to call a “‘shule
mentsch.” He had long been affiliated with the congregation, and for many years had
served with distinction on the Board. Both he and his wife gave generously of their time
and their means to every congregational undertaking. And yet Mr. Silverman was hesi-
tant about accepting the presidency. ‘I shall be extremely proud to serve,”” said he, “‘but
[ feel that, despite my warm interest in the Synagogue, I am not the sort of person to
head this great congregation.” It was not long after his installation that he proved
himself to be precisely the sort of man the congregation needed.

Many and complicated were the problems facing the new administration. The very
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size of the congregation presented serious difficulties. Too many members were wholly
out of touch with what the Board was trying to do. Mr. Silverman introduced a plan
for inviting large groups from the general membership to Board meetings. Thus greater
numbers of our people became more fully aware of the nature and scope of our prob-
lems and therefore more ready to share in their solution. The standing committees were
enlarged and given specific assignments with instructions to render written reports at
every regular meeting of the Board. These and other changes resulted in excellent
attendance and in steady progress at all meetings.

The overall budget had climbed to $140,000 and it became necessary to secure an
increase in income from dues in order to meet this budget. The Membership Committee
with Mr. Leon Karosen as chairman and the Finance Committee with Mr. Herman
Greenstein as chairman succeeded in large measure to secure this increase. The financial
structure of the school was greatly improved with the generous assistance of the Sister-
hood and the guidance of Mr. A. J. Kaplan, the Chairman of the School Committee.
The Men’s Club which in former years had received subsidies from the congregation
provided substantial aid to the school for its youth activities. The Breakfast Club too
began to make periodic contributions especially for camp scholarships and for the main-
tenance of our kitchen.

Hardly a day passed without a meeting or conference by one or another committee
entrusted with some congregational responsibility. And almost always Mr. Silverman
was there with suggestions and encouragement. Whenever he saw the need for an im-
provement whether in the maintenance of the building, the conduct of the school, the
operation of the office or in
any and every other phase
of the congregational activ-
ities the matter was imme-
diately brought to the at-
tention of the person in
charge, and action was tak-
en to bring about the need-
ed improvement. If the
Synagogue was involved,
no job was too insignifi-
cant for him and none too
difficult.

The constitution and the
by-laws under which the
congregation had been op-
erating for many years
failed to meet the needs of
the very large organization
into which we had grown.

A special committee with

Mr. Isadore Rich as chair- , .
; Mr. Brand accepting Schechter Award for Youth Program from
man spent many weeks in Mr. Maxwell Abell, president, United Synagogue of America.
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the preparation of a new constitution which was presented to the Board on May 21,
1952, and was adopted by the general membership on November 12, 1952. This con-
stitution includes many important revisions that have facilitated the work of the officers
and of the Board. Of special interest is its initial article setting out the purposes for
which the congregation is organized.

These purposes, as given in the constitution, are as follows:

Synagogue; A. To promote traditional Judaism by:

nificant and inspiring to its members, yet rooted in the tra-

1. Maintaining a synagogue for religious services that are sig-
/9 urpose
ditional liturgy of the Synagogue.

2. Cooperating with local and national institutions in the promotion of Con-
servative Judaism.

B. To advance Jewish education by:

1. Maintaining a Synagogue School with week-day and Sunday classes for
children and adolescents.

2. Maintaining a week-day pre-school and kindergarten, a library, youth
clubs, adult study groups and the like.

3. Maintaining such institutions and activities which promote the spiritual,
cultural and social welfare of its members.

4. Cooperating with local and national organizations which seek to promote
Jewish education.

C. To foster attachment to Jews everywhere by encouraging activities which make
for religious unity among all Jews.

D. To aid in strengthening the spiritual and cultural values of Judaism in the
State of Israel.

E. To purchase, own, hold, lease, rent, sell, exchange or otherwise transfer or dis-
pose of property, whether real or personal, as may be necessary for the proper
promotion of the purposes and welfare of this congregation.

Having strengthened the structure and the operation of the congregational organi-
zation, Mr. Silverman then undertook to reduce our capital debts and to stabilize the
status of the staff. Cantor Rothblatt was as of July, 1952, provided with a retirement
annuity and an allocation for housing. The house at 3632 Virginia, belonging to the
congregation, was assigned as the home for the principal of the school. And before the
close of his first term, the president had succeeded in greatly reducing the debts incurred
in connection with the elaborate building program which was completed in June, 1952.

There was a time when the presence of officers and Board members at the Sabbath
morning services or even at Friday night services was an unusual occurrence. This situ-
ation gradually changed, and under Mr. Silverman’s directives it was unusual when at
least some of the officers and members of the Board were not present at these services.
Also for the first time in our history many officers regularly attended the Sunday morn-
ing services. At long last the congregation was beginning to recognize that the basic
role of the Synagogue is that of a house of worship, and that loyalty to this, our most
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sacred institution, involves much more than simply fiscal obligations.

This change in attitude which touches the very heart of all Synagogue problems
was the result of many factors. The services themselves were modified in a fashion that
did not affect their traditional pattern but yet made them more nearly acceptable to large
congregations.

The rabbis, the cantor, the Ritual Committee, and the Gabaim all cooperated in
effecting such modifications. The regular attendance of large numbers of children and
young people encouraged their parents to attend services with greater regularity and also
prompted the cantor to introduce maximum participation in congregational singing.
Such participation offers the congregation the welcome opportunity to share in the serv-
ices in the most direct and enjoyable fashion. It is only when the congregation will be
encouraged to recapture our services and make them their own and not simply the assign-
ments of rabbis and cantors that the Synagogue will once again become a house of prayer
for all our people. And it is the Breakfast Club and the attendance of the youth groups
which has given life and enthusiasm to the Sunday morning services.

As early as 1942, Rabbi Hadas had begun negotiations with the Linas Hazedek
Congregation for the use of its remodeled house at 34th Street and Virginia Avenue
diagonally across the street from our school building—for youth activities. In July,
1952, these negotiations finally bore fruit. The entire structure was overhauled, plumb-
ing and heating were provided, making it bright, attractive and thoroughly useful. It

THE YouTH HoOUsE
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was without hesitancy that the Board authorized the expenditure of nearly $15,000 for
this addition to our facilities which was ready for use in September, 1952.

During the summer of 1952, the president frequently met with his committees,
and our staff in planning a special series of programs for the year 1952-53. This was a
most significant year for the congregation, marking the 75th anniversary of the found-
ing of the congregation. It was also the 25th anniversary of the dedication of the Syna-
gogue building, and the 30th anniversary of Rabbi Hadas' ordination by the Jewish
Theological Seminary as rabbi. The suggestion to plan an entire year of special events in
connection with these anniversaries was enthusiastically received by all groups within
the congregation.

By August the personnel of the committees had been appointed and in September
their work was begun. As an introduction to the year of celebrations the congregation
published a most attractive and striking brochure entitled ““This Is Our Synagogue.”

In preparation for the Holydays the Main Auditorium was completely redecorated,
the Oron Kodesh was remodeled and additional lighting for the pulpit was installed.
For some time there had been complaints that our kitchen was inadequate for the heavy
use to which it was being put. The Sisterhood especially required more complete and
more modern kitchen facilities for the many dinners and luncheons which the ladies pre-
pared and served. The Sisterhood with the approval of the Board voted to proceed with
the work of enlarging, remodeling and equipping the kitchen. The scope of this work
gradually expanded as did its cost and when all was done well over $25,000 had been
expended. But “the result was beautiful to see and to use.” It is a perfect kitchen in
every way.

It would be difficult to exaggerate the vast amount of attention which the House
Committee has had to give to the many building projects which we have had to under-
take during the last several years. Particular recognition belongs to the chairman of this
committee, Mr. Harry B. Cohen, who for well over a year almost daily spent some time
at the Synagogue in supervising whatever work was being done.

Immediately after the Holydays the president mustered every congregational group
and assigned to each a specific job in a series of celebrations which extended throughout
the year. The first event was a Friday night service and reception held on October 24
for Beth Shalom Pioneers. The large congregation of pioneer members were stirred with
memories of former years and with delight at the progress which the years had brought.
Seventy-five of those who had been on our membership rolls for 40 years or more were
presented with a beautiful edition of the Book of Psalms.

Affiliated with the United Synagogue of America
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The Annual Meeting of the general membership held on November 12 was a wel-
come departure from such meetings during previous years. The business of the meeting
was handled in an expeditious manner, and was soon disposed of in order to hear an
address by Rabbi Morris Adler of Detroit. The address served to make clear the obli-
gations of the Jew to America and the role of the Synagogue in meeting this obligation.
It was an address which was richly meaningful and particularly appropriate for our 75th
annual meeting. Thus the special events followed one another in quick succession.

There was a celebration by our youth groups, a service of tribute to the past presi-
dents, the installation and consecration of the officers and members of the Board, the An-
nual College Homecoming Service, a Sabbath dedicated to the Seminary with Dr. Moshe
Davis as our guest speaker, a service of tribute to the Honorary Life Members of the
Board, the Annual Brotherhood Service to which The Community Christian Church
was invited, and many other special affairs crowded the season’s calendar.

All these services and programs were well attended and widely praised. A special
ritual was printed for each service, and elaborate receptions closed each event. It was a
most ambitious program that would not have been attempted were it not for the driv-
ing power of our president and could not have been carried through were it not for the
very able guidance and tireless labors of Rabbi Karp.

One of the most memorable of the events was “"The Pageant of Our Festivals,” a
musical program which featured the Synagogue Choir, the Junior Choir, an L.T.F.
dance group with Ruth Shafton as choreographer, and Ben Aronin of Chicago as the
narrator. Cantor Rothblatt planned and directed this very effective musical presenta-
tion. A very fine musical program was also presented by the Zimrah Orchestra under
the direction of Mr. Meth. This concert, in
the form of a cantata, written by Mrs. Mar-
tin Stone, was an exciting display of the real
interest of our youth in the culture and tra-

PRESIDENTS OF THE

CONGREGATION i| ditions of Judaism.
il i B The year’s celebrations culminated in a
""Qﬁi?ﬁv’fﬁiﬂﬁ’son week,-end dedicated to Rabbi-Hada's’ 30th
L:J. Colien Ann%versary as a rabbi. On Friday night the
Samuel Zacharias - :| rabbi spoke on A Tale Told by a Rabbi”’
i ki i|  which dealt with his experiences through the
SexdSm years and his hopes for the future of our
Laobid (o i| congregation. The Sabbath morning Serv-
JacobJ. Taxman  i| ice, the Seudah Sh’lishis on Sabbath after-
e Minsienberg 3 hoon, the Breakfast Club’s meeting on Sun-
éex;ﬁfn Feinbers il day morning were all directed to honoring

Reuben Peltzman 2| our rabbi, but it was the closing dinner on
__Hyman Gordon g

~Samuel Greenborg  i|  Sunday night, March 15, that Rabbi Hadas
___Hyman Brand : K >

Isadore Rich i and the congregation will long remember.
~ MBS ... \ This dinner called forth so very large
MilbanBiyernan an attendance that many were denied reser-
vations. It was with very real joy and grati-

tude that this great assemblage greeted Rabbi

Isaac Katz has been Honorary President since 1940.
*Dates uncertain.

------------------- R AR R R R R RN E R R

76



Hadas and his family as they took their places at the head table. Others sitting with
them were Mr. Milton Silverman, our president, Mr. Hyman Brand, our Parnas, and
Mr. Julius Karosen, the toastmaster of the evening.

There was a glow of deep satisfaction on the face of Mr. Silverman as he extended
his greeting and it was with affection and warmth that Mr. Brand announced a gift of
$21,000 by friends of Rabbi Hadas to be given to the Seminary for a permanent schol-
arship to be known as the Rabbi Gershon Hadas Scholarship.

The guest speaker was fittingly the Chancellor of the Seminary, Dr. Louis Finkel-
stein, who had been a very close friend of Rabbi Hadas since their student days at the
Seminary. Dr. Finkelstein praised the work which the rabbi had done, and compli-
mented the officers and members of the congregation “‘for having fashioned a truly great
and inspiring institution dedicated to God and to Torah.” He spoke with prophetic zeal
of the moral imperatives for our age, of the stirring values in our heritage and of the great
and good work which is before us and which we may not shirk. The response by Rabbi
Hadas was a moving expression of his gratitude. ‘I am particularly proud,” he said, “‘of
the magnificent gift made in my honor. The scholarship gives me far greater joy than
anything—outside my immediate family life—that has happened to me. I consider
such a scholarship the very highest reward for a rabbi’s labors.”

All these many and thrilling events did not affect our normal activities. In fact
the record reveals that every activity gained strength and momentum because of the cel-
ebrations. The school’s growing worth was reflected in our Bar Mitzvah and Bas Mitz-
vah boys and girls and in the summer camp scholarships program. Despite the lack of a
full-time leader our youth groups continued their growth. The Men's Club under the
presidency of Morris Shlensky and the Young Married League under the leadership of
Paul Rosenberg grew in numbers and in importance to the congregation. Most especial-
ly the Sisterhood with Mrs. Isadore Rich as
president was enormously helpful in almost ev- ANNIVERSARY DINNER
ery congregational undertaking.

The Seminary too gained many friends hosaring

during this period. The annual dinner of the RABBI GERSHON HADAS
Friends of the Seminary held in 1952 with Dr.

Max Arzt as the speaker honored Mr. Harry on the occasion of the
Puritz as the “man of the year.”” Mr. Puritz’s
work on behalf of the Seminary is almost be-

yond belief. To it, as to every worthy Jewish Distinguished Service to American Jewry
cause, he gave a full measure of devotion, en-
ergy and ability. In January, 1953, the Sem-
inary dinner with Dr. Moshe Davis honored THE BETH SHALOM CONGREGATION
Mr. Hy Vile for “‘the many years which he has
given to our school and for his great helpfulness
in Seminary campaigns.”’

On June 7, 1953, Rabbi Hadas and the Sunday evening, the fifteenth of March, 1953
congregation were honored when the Seminary the twenty-ninth day of Adar, 5713
awarded the rabbi the honorary degree of Doc-
tor of Divinity.

Anniversary of Thirty Years of

tendered by

Kansas City, Missouri

at half after six o’clock
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We shall now close this chronicle of the first 75 years of our congregation. It is
obviously incomplete. The reasons are many and some of them are even valid. So many
of the old records are gone as are those who could recall them. It is incomplete because
we failed to tell of the many hundreds of men and women the record of whose labors
and sacrifices on behalf of the congregation are clearly and proudly given in the records
we have. But no history can possibly include all the events and all the contributions
made by individuals to the life of the congregation.

Indeed the more we studied the minutes of meetings and the columns of the Syna-
gogue Scroll and other available documents the more proud we became of the thousands
of people whose names were never recorded except on ledger sheets and on membership
lists. Their signature on what they did for the congregation is blurred but their imprint
is unmistakable.

Because of lack of both space and time our story hardly touches upon the position
of the congregation in the community. Our Synagogue has set new standards for other
congregations, and its influence has been felt in all communal undertakings. Our Syna-
gogue has given the inspiration and developed the leadership so essential for communal
growth.

We are humbly thankful to God for the high privilege that is ours to serve our
Synagogue, to rear our families by the light and the warmth which it radiates, and to
help in keeping high and bright the flame of Judaism for all people and for all time.

It was with much joy that we celebrated our 75th anniversary and we pray that
the years to come will find us and those who will come after us bringing added worth
to our sacred citadel of peace, our Beth Shalom.
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We Express Deep Gratitude to .. .

* Our thanks to MR. SAUL KLEIMAN for making available
material and photographs of the early days of the Synagogue’s
educational program.

* To MR. LOUIS SUDVARG we express our deep gratitude for
the time and talent he freely gave for the photographic work for
this volume.

* To the OFFICE STAFF OF THE SYNAGOGUE many
thanks for many hours of devoted labor in the preparation of the
materials for this volume.

% A deep bow of gratitude to MRS. MINNIE R. ACHTENBERG
for preparing the history of the ‘‘middle-period” in our congre-
gational growth.

*x To MR. GEORGE NEWBERG, ‘““a native son of Kansas City,”
many thanks for his contribution of important material on the
early days of Keneseth Israel and the Kansas City Jewish com-
munity.
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M. and Wes. Wlion Sitverman
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“It hath been told thee, O man, what is &<

good, g%

And what the Lord does require of thee; g‘%_

Only to do justly and to love mercy, g‘é‘@
And to walk humbly with thy God.” g"

—MICAH s

[ J. Cohen
C. C. Cohen
Sam Cohen
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SAM MILLER MOTORS

L. MALLIN & SONS PRODUCE

MR. AND MRS. HARRY SMALL

MR. AND MRS. FRANK WAYNE

AMERICAN CHAIR RENTAL CO.

“Oh give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good,

for His mercy endureth forever.”
—PSALMS

ROSS OPERATING CO.
VILE-GOLLER PRINTING CO.
SIDNEY ARANSON, Duncan, Okla.
SUPERIOR DISTRIBUTING CO.

LADINSKY MEAT MARKET
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COPELAND U. S. ARMY STORES

CROSNER BARREL REMODELING CO.

CLASEN MORSE CHEVROLET CO., INC.

| COMMERCIAL NATIONAL BANK

FOX MANUFACTURING CO.

BERLAU PAPER CO.

K. C. BOYSWEAR MFG. CO.

PRODUCE EXCHANGE BANK

MISSOURI DEPT. STORES, INC.
LOU LIEBERMAN

VIC LERNER




KENDALL BROKERAGE CO. UNITED AUTO PARTS

GLAZER-PACK

MR. AND MRS. HERMAN GALAMBA HARRY AND MEL EISEN

g
i
2

SEALY MATTRESS CO. MR. AND MRS. MEYER GLATT

>

MIDWEST BURLAP & BAG CO. of MO.

Mr. and Mrs. Sol Katz and Arthur

MR. AND MRS. WILLIAM JACOBS KELLER FOOD CO.

- 87



YARCO REALTY CO.
H. B. Cohn
N. Yarmo

S. Tilzer
“And ye shall be unto Me,

a kingdom of priests, and

a holy nation.”

—EXODUS

MR. AND MRS. A. D. JACOBSON

MR. AND MRS. MILTON GORDON

“Trust in the Lord with
all thy heart, and lean not

upon thine own under-

standing.”
—PROVERBS

L. YUKON & SONS
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“And let them make Me a Sanctuary
that I may dwell among them.

Enter His courts with thanksgiving
and into His gates with praise.”

—EXODUS

MR. AND MRS. M. GLUCK

FASHIONBILT GARMENT CO.

Meyer Present

ASSURED REALTY CO.
HERMAN SHAPIRO

MR. AND MRS.
HERMAN GREENSTEIN

“For now I have chosen and conse-
crated this House that My name may
be there forever; My eyes and My heart
will be there for all time.”

—CHRONICLES
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HARRY KAUFMAN & CO.

RUTHERFORD SALES CORP.

90 -

“O praise the Lord, all

ye nations;

Laud Him, all ye peo-
ples.

For His mercy is great

toward us;

And the truth of the
Lord endureth for-

ever.”

—PSALMS

e,

Q@UEEN MODES, INC.

SMITH ST. JOHN MFG. CO.

ANONYMOUS DONOR

A s

LOUIS WALTER & CO.

YOUTHCRAFT MFG. CO.

PACHTER GARMENT CO.
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“Nation shall not lift up sword
against nation, neither shall they

learn war anymore.”
—ISAIAH

DAVID SILVERS
BLANCHE COTTON MILLS
Augusta, Ga.

HENRY W. PEABODY & CO.

Boston, Mass.

BYERS TRANSPORTATION CO.

SWOPE RAILWAYS CO.

MINIATURE TRAINS
Swope Park

SOL SILBERG
EAST SIDE CLEANERS

00O

SPEAS COMPANY

SECURITY NATIONAL BANK

BEN STERN
New York City

GOOD OLD GUCKENHEIMER
Represented by

AL GINSBERG
St. Louis, Mo.

“Sever not thyself from the congre-
gation; trust not in thyself until the
day of thy death; judge not thy
neighbor until thy art come into his
place.”

—PIRKE OVOS

MR. AND MRS. J. VICTOR SCHULTZ

i
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AMERICAN COMPRESSED STEEL, INC.

MR. AND MRS. SIDNEY SIMON

MERCHANTS BANK OF KANSAS CITY
SAM M. SCHULTZ, Pres.

Member Member
Federal Reserve System Federal Deposit Insurance Corp.

STANDARD STORE FIXTURE (0.

MR. AND MRS.OSCAR ROSENBLOOM
MR. AND MRS. JOE ROSENBLOOM

|

MR. AND MRS. HARRY SANDLER

SCHIFMAN PRINTING (O.

MR. AND MRS. MEYER SHAPIRO

A. |. MORRIS & SON
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MIDWEST TIRE EXCHANGE, INC.

J. J. Becker

BURLINGTON MFG. CO.

STORE WITHOUT A NAME
ATLAS PAINT & GLASS CO.

Louis Chaikin
Meyer Chaikin
Harold Chaikin

Attention to All Cadillac Automobile Owners—
Do You Need Money? See—

MELVIN Z. HOFFMAN

CHICAGO LOAN
18th and Troost

DIAMANT'S

WILKINSON'S

1001 Walnut Olive at Sixth
Kansas City St. Louis

LEADER CLOTHING CO.

Mr. and Mrs. Sam’l L. Greenberg

Mrs. Lee and Herbert Greenberg

Mr. and Mrs. Lionel Greenberg
Mr. and Mrs. Don Intrater

AMERICAN BEAUTY MACARONI

Hillel said: “Be of the Disciples of
Aaron, loving peace, pursuing peace,
loving thy fellowmen, and drawing
them near to Torah.”

McMANUS HERYER BROKERAGE CO.

—PIRKE OVOS

“‘One of America’s Smartest Shops for Men”’ ;
A}
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Harold Hirschfeld of Chicago

Representing National Distillers Corp.

Jones Truck Lines

Jaccard Jewelry Corp.

Stats Flower Shop

Mr. and Mrs. Abe Kaplan

Mr. Otto E. Kraus
Kraus Foundation, Inc.
New York City

Kansas City Monument Co.

Mr. and Mrs. Morris Klein

Mr. and Mrs. lke Kalis

Kennedy-Stubbers Distributing Co.
Distributors of Hiram Walker Liquors

KCKN Broadcasting Co.

Studios in both Kansas City, Kansas and
Kansas City, Missouri

Mr. and Mrs. David B. Levitch

Theo. Lawrence Painting & Decorating Co.

J. P. Louis Funeral Home

Mr. and Mrs. David Lieberman

Mr. and Mrs. L. Present

Liberty Frock Co., Inc.

Niles & Moser Cigar Co.
Distributors of World’s Finest Cigars

Mr. and Mrs. Morris Maslan

Edgar J. Keating
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Shepard Brokerage Co.

Schindler & Co., Inc.

Shirley Fabrics

Mr. and Mrs. Paul Shalet

Southern Express

Dallas, Texas

Quality Hill Dress Co.
Berne, Ralph and Ben Zarr

Superior Wines & Liquor, Inc.

Mr. and Mrs. Abe Yeddis

Greenwood's, Inc.

Standard Wholesale Liquor Co.

Distributors of Fine Liquors

Simpson Schmidt Brokerage Co.
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The Simon's Co., Inc.

Hosiery Mfgrs.
New York City

Snow & Co.

Independence, Mo.

Stern-Slegman-Prins Co.

Nathan W. Buzby

Fred E. Geiss Electric Co.

1302 W. Sth St.
Kansas City, Mo.

Bettilou
905 Broadway

Interstate Grain Corp.

Brown & Koralchik
““Mazel Tov”’ to Beth Shalom

Continental Grain Co.

L. Pel¥zman and Sons

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Seiffer




E. A. Wilber Sanitation Service
4200 E. 61st
Kansas City, Mo.

Mr. and Mrs. Merrill Rose

Herman S. Rose

Rose’s Cocktail Bar & Restaurant
405 W. 75th St.

K. C., Mo.

W. E. White Sales Co.
228 W. 4th St.

Watson Transfer Co. Rosenberg-Goodman Insurance Agency
: H. Paul Rosenberg—Ronald H. Goodman

Uchitelle, Kalik & Co. :
New York City Riss & Company, Inc.

Union Underwear Co., Inc. :
New York City Mr. and Mrs. Mike Novorr

The Paper Swpply 0. Nelson Brokerage Co.

Mr. and Mrs. Harry Tabolsky
Newby Sign Company

Mr. and Mrs. Wm. Ruback
Mr. and Mrs. Theodore Bornstein
Rice Coat & Suit Co.

O'Connor Thompson Brokerage Co.
Reliable Textile Co., Inc.
New York City

Mercantile Bank & Trust Co. B DS Sl SRR

Richards & Conover Hardware Co. Mr. and Mrs. John Small
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Mr. and Mrs. Wm. Bushman

Bermingham and Prosser Co.

James B. Beam Distilling Co.

Distributors of Famous Jim Beam

The Barnard Hosiery Co., Inc.

New York City

Mr. and Mrs. Nate Baraban

Mr. and Mrs. Isreal Bettinger

Briny Marlin

Mr. and Mrs. Hy Davidson

Carroll Day Glass Co.

Doeskin Products, Inc.
New York City
Makers of Doeskin Tissues
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Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Dworkowitz

Devoe of Kansas City, Inc.

Denebeim Brothers

Durbin Corporation

Mr. and Mrs. Sam Dubinsky
Mr. and Mrs. Meyer Dubinsky
Mr. and Mrs. George Durbin
Mr. and Mrs. Louis Durbin

Ward Marketing Co.

Mr. and Mrs. Philip Wang

Waitt & Bond, Inc.

Blackstone Cigars

Weco Products Company
Makers of World Famous Dr. West Brushes,
Chicago

Brown-Forman Distillers Corp.

Famous for Old Forester—Early Time

Mr. and Mrs. Lou Blond

.
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Louis H. Ehrlich

Mr. and Mrs. Barney Cinnamon
Rothenberg & Schloss Cigar Co.

City Bond & Mortgage Co.

Mr. and Mrs. Morris Ellis and Family
Dale M. Thompson, Pres., K. C., Mo.

Mr. and Mrs. Louis Cumonow Gillette Motor Transport, Inc.
Continental Grain Co. Sol Greenberg
Alcazar Hotel Graves Truck Line, Inc.

39th and Baltimore

Mr. and Mrs. Joe Greenbaum
Mr. and Mrs. Irvin Agron

Arctic Dairy Products Co. Mr. and Mrs. Bert Garry

Makers of Tastemark lce Cream

Amity Leather Products Co. Gerhardt Furriers
Makers of Famous Amity Billfolds i

Missouri Photo Engravers, Inc.

American Greetings Corp. 1306 Locust
America’s Largest Distributors of Greeting Cards Kansas City, Mo.
Epstein's Meat Market Mr. and Mrs. Phil Levi




Saul Bornstein :

G.H.P. Cigar Co. Hipsh Furnishings

; Makers of El Producto

g New York City :

Mr. and Mrs. Morris Hoffman
Blackstone Hotel

E 9th and Cherry

Me. and Mrs. Sani AL Houss Helene Curtis Industries, Inc.
Mr. and Mrs. Paul Mann Harris Upham & Co.

Mr. and Mrs. Jos Minda Guy B. French Brokerage Co.
Monarch Electric Co. Mr. and Mrs. Jack Fox
Missouri Distributors, Inc. Geo. A. Fox Froducts Co.

z . : e Makers of Fountain Products

: Featuring Products of National Distillers

Mr. and Mrs. J. Hyman Bas- TRt s

:  Miller's Associates

Hammer Brothers Factory Representatives

McKesson & Robbins

. Hens|ey Coffee Co., Inc. America’s Largest Drug Product Distributors




Mr. and Mrs. Harold Margolin Cake-Box

Mr. and Mrs. Abe Margolin e

Dr. E. A. Devins Rose Brothers

Sid and Joe Glaser Western General Millers Ins. Co.
Sherman and Henry Rosenberg Weiss Restaurant

Leo Krieger Perfection Gear Co.

Lou Worthington Nathan Trotter Ins. Co.

Albert Bell J. H. Levine

Representative of Roberts-Johnson & Rand Shoe Co.

Poll-Parrot Shoe Man
Dr. W. T. Gallagher

Holsum Bakers of K. C.
Sigmund Uliman

Lincolnwood, Il Arrow Mfg. Co.

Sol S. Spector

Atlas-Rogovein Ins. Co.
Lawrence, Kansas

Harry Shopmaker s

£ Albert Schoenberg

i Sam and Florence Schwariz Realtor ‘“‘Since 1908”
Vlctor 3280—Dwight Bldg.
: Harry and Joseph Smith :
Industrial Lumber Co.

Meyer Dubinsky

Barbein Young & Co.

: Optical Dept., Katz Drug Co.
The Schlozman Motor Co. Linwood and Troost
O.R.S. Distributing Co. i _ Felt Product Mfg. Co.

2 St. Louis, Mo.
Geo. W. Hepler Co. R. O. Stenzel & Co.

2 Distributors of Fine Liquors
Cook Chemical Co. :
Distributors of Real Kill Max Milens & Sons
Eddy's Restaurant Mutual Truck Parts Co., Inc.
Evelyn's, Inc. Velvet Freeze, Inc.
Clair & Hirschman, Inc. : Irving Marks Nite-Wear Corp.

: Western Mill Supply Co.
Cooper Jarrett, Inc. Y0th and Hardesty PPYY
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Isador Davidow

Ted Mack
Louis Chernikoff

Paul Goodman
Dan Feingold
Barney Friedson
Fred Estrin
Harry Epstein
Harry Portman

Henry End

Leo Rubenstein

Isadore Rich
Nat Robin

Ira Rosenblum
Harry LeVine
Ira Friedson
Julius Lubin
Vern Levens
Norman Weiner
Joe Hoffman
Ellis Maslan
Egon Seiden
Jack Agron

Phil Gershon

Mr. and Mrs. Harry Czarlinsky
Mr. and Mrs. Harry Sircus

Mr. and Mrs. A. L. Snyder

Mr. and Mrs. Murray Schwartz
Mr. and Mrs. H. Junsberg

Mr. and Mrs. Hershel Goodman
Mr. and Mrs. Jos. Gershon

Mr. and Mrs. Ben Gibian

Mr. and Mrs. Jerome Gordon

Mr. and Mrs. Jack Goodman

Mr. and Mrs. Sam M. Gale

Mr. and Mrs. Martin Gerber

Mr. and Mrs. Al Garfinkel

Mr. and Mrs. Joe Fried

Mr. and Mrs. Max Fox

Mr. and Mrs. L. Barash

Mr. and Mrs. David Bodker

Mr. and Mrs. Sam Bodker

Mr. and Mrs. Sam Baum

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Bell

Mr. and Mrs. Manuel Becker
Mr. and Mrs. Is Shaffer
Mr. and Mrs. Emanuel Spack

Mr. and Mrs. |. Sorkin
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MR. AND MRS. PHIL AKS
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BERNARD STEIN

MR. AND MRS. GUS AGRON MRS. BECKY LIEBERMAN

MR. AND MRS. SAM DORFMAN MR. AND MRS MAX BLASBALG

MR. AND MRS. DAVE DOLGENOW LANER DISTRIBUTING CO.

MORRIS AND BEN OVERBECK MR. AND MRS. ADOLPH LIPSEY
MR. AND MRS. LOUIS SUDVARG : MR. AND MRS. BARNEY KARBANK
MR. AND MRS. SOL STOLOWY MR. AND MRS. JOSEPH KATZ

S. SCHEINFELD & SON MR. AND MRS. JACK KAY

MR. AND MRS. DAVE SHAPIRO MR. AND MRS. I. A. KOSOVITZ

MR. AND MRS. DAVE SANELL MR. AND MRS. PAUL KAY

MR. AND MRS. OTTO SHERRY MR. AND MRS. SAM ROSTOV

MR. AND MRS. ISADORE SAVER MR. AND MRS. GUSTAVE RAPAPORT
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MRS. FANNY SOFNAS MR. AND MRS. JOE RUBIN

MR. AND MRS. BEN DEAN MR. AND MRS. HY WENECK

MR. AND MRS. REUBEN FINKELSTEIN MR. AND MRS. JOSEPH WENECK

MR. AND MRS. BEN FELDMAN MR. AND MRS. EDWARD WOLBERG

MR. HARRY FELDMAN MR. AND MRS. HEIM WOLBERG

: MR. AND MRS. SOL FEINGOLD MRS. BEN KERN

MR. AND MRS. AL HOFFMAN MR. AND MRS. MEYER GROLLMAN

HARGREAVES & CO. 5 MR. AND MRS. IKE JARUS

MR. AND MRS. ERNIE MONTAUK MR. AND MRS. DAN INDIN

MR. AND MRS. ABE MANN MR. AND MRS. MAX GLASS

: MR. AND MRS. PHILIP RABICOFF MR. AND MRS. SAMUEL R. GOLDSTEIN
MR. AND MRS. WALTER EICHENWALD MR. AND MRS. NATHAN GOLDBERG

MR. AND MRS. JACK COHN MR. AND MRS. LEWIS W. GOLDBERG

MR. AND MRS. S. S. ASHER MR. AND MRS. MAX GOODMAN

T T, oo

MR. AND MRS. CARL LIPOFF
MR. AND MRS. SIDNEY LAWRENCE
MR. AND MRS. SAM ALSTER

MR. AND MRS. H. PELOFSKY

UNIVERSITY BANK
DR. EDWIN FRIEDSON
MR. AND MRS. JULIUS GOLDBERG

MR. AND MRS. HARRY STOLL

/
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MR. AND MRS. MEYER RUBIN

MR. AND MRS REUBEN LEVINE AND FAMILY
DR. EUGENE Y. ALCOTT

MR. AND MRS. HARRY AZORSKY
MR. AND MRS. BEN JACOBSON
FEINBERG BROS. IRON & METAL CO.
MR. AND MRS. MORRIS LE VINE
EVELYN’S

MR. AND MRS. HARRY AGRON, JR.
MR. AND MRS. CHARLES S. MALCY
MR. AND MRS. ABE MARKUS

MR. AND MRS. MAURICE GOTTLIEB
MR. REUBEN J. LEVINE

MR. AND MRS. ABE SCHWARTZ
MR. AND MRS. REUBEN BRENNER
MR. AND MRS. PAUL ALEXANDER
MR. AND MRS. LEON COHEN

MR. AND MRS. BEN KRUG

MR. AND MRS. FRANK GREENBAUM
HAL’S BEAUTY SHOP

MR. AND MRS. SOL MARGOLIN
MRS. AND MRS. SOL LEVIN

MR. AND MRS. DAVID PARTNOY
MR. AND MRS. NATHAN JAGODA
ED AND RICHARD KRIGEL

MR. AND MRS. IRVING NASAW
MRS. HYMAN GORDON

MRS. FANNIE M. EISEN

MRS. HATTIE EISEN

MR. AND MRS. JOE KURTZ

-------
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MRS. N. W. BLENDER

MR. AND MRS. SAM CINNAMON
MR. AND MRS. MANUEL MORRIS
MRS. SAMUEL KAHN

MR. AND MRS. MOEY A. MOKOFSKY
MR. AND MRS. M. E. KRIGEL

MR. AND MRS. SOL LEVINSON
CIRCLE AUTO PARTS

MR. AND MRS. NAT WEDLAN

MR. AND MRS. LOUIS PELOFSKY
KESSEL CLEANERS

MRS. LENA GLAZER MASSERMAN
MR. AND MRS. ERNST L. WERTHEIM
MR. AND MRS. HAROLD PECK

MR. AND MRS. SOL BURSTEIN

MR. HYMAN COHEN

MR. AND MRS. JACK KUPPER

MR. AND MRS. ROBERT SCHWARTZ
MR. ROBERT OPPENHEIMER

MR. AND MRS. THOMAS MILLSTEIN
MR. AND MRS. JACK MATSON

MR. AND MRS. JULIUS MINKOFF
MR. AND MRS. ARNOLD SHANBERG
MR. AND MRS. JACK SNYDER
CORBY’S SHOE STORE

MR. AND MRS. HENRY H. COHEN

B. COHEN & SONS

MR. AND MRS. MAYER CHERNIKOFF
MR. AND MRS. LEEBERT GLASS

ABE GLASS
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jn emoriam

Mr. Si Wolfberg in memory of his wife

Mrs. Max Bernstein in memory of her parents, Simon and Esther Rothenberg

Mr. and Mrs. Max Fox in memory of Jake Greenberg
Mrs. Deacon Cohen in memory of her husband

In memory of husband and father, Adolph Brenner
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MR. AND MRS.SOL FOX MR. AND MRS. IRVING MARDER
MR. AND MRS. MAURICE FLAPPAN MR. AND MRS. GUSTAVE PLAUT
: MR. AND MRS. HARRY BAKER MAX KROCKOVER AND ARENSON FAMILY
: MR. AND MRS. KARL EISEMANN
DR. AND MRS. BARNETT WALLMAN MR. AND MRS ABRAHAM MALECH
MR. AND MRS. LEWIS HOFFMAN MR. ABE GLASS
MRS. JOSEPH HARTMAN MR. AND MRS. DAVID RUDNER
MORRIS J. LeVINE MR. AND MRS. DAVID GOTTLIEB
DY-DEE WASH DIAPER SERVICE CO. MR. AND MRS. SAM AGRON
MR. AND MRS. EDWARD A. SMITH MR. AND MRS. SAMUEL GOLDBERG
MR. AND MRS. A. L. GASTMAN MR. AND MRS. LOUIS BROWN
MR. AND MRS. L. ROLSKY MR. AND MRS. HARRY BRENNER

MR. AND MRS. SAM FLACKS
MR. AND MRS. GEO. B. ROSEN
MR. AND MRS. ABE RADETSKY

MR. AND MRS. A. BOGANOFF
MR. AND MRS. BEN RICHMAN
MR. AND MRS. EDWIN LEVINE

: MR. BOB OPPENHEIMER g MR. AND MRS. ROY RUSKIN
MR. AND MRS. ALBERT COPAKEN § MR. AND MRS. ABE ROSENBAUM
MR. AND MRS. HY WENECK MR. AND MRS. LOUIS REMER
MR. AND MRS. JACK ZELIGMAN WOLCOTT & LINCOLN, INC.
MR. AND MRS. JAKE KANTOR : MR. AND MRS. SIDNEY CERIER
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