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PREFACE

| have mentioned in Book No. 1 (Preface) that the books make no
pretension to be exhaustive.

More information. on the activities in the community .and resumes
of more personalities should have been included.

With the co-operation of the readers these will be included in Book No. 3.

| have enjoyed preparihg these two Books, and the Souvenir.
| hope you will enjoy reading these.

EZEKIEL MOSES JACOB GADKAR

DESCRIPTION OF PICTURES ON COVER PAGES

COVER PAGE (FRONT: The Silver Mezuzah is on the door-post of
the “Gate of Mercy” Synagogue and was presented in 1880 by Haeem

Ezekiel Medhekar and his wife Elisheba, sister of Elijah, Moses and
Barukh Benjamin Gadkar.

Samson Joseph, Senior Inspector of Police, is seen sounding Shofar
on 6-12-81.

INSIDE COVER PAGE : Family tree of Samue»_l Ezekiel Divekar, Founder,
“Gate of Mercy” Synagogue.

INSIDE BACK COVER PAGE : Members of the congregation seen parti-
cipating in the 185th Anniversary Celebration of the ‘“Gate of Mercy”
Synagogue held in 1981 with all their enthusiasm.

COVER PAGE (BACK): Bene-Israel Officers in the Army during the
19th and 20th Century.



PROLOGUE

By : E. G. Moses (Malekar)

WE

Out of we came Abraham and togeiher with Isaac and grandson Jacob
(also named Israel) founded the Semitic race. Their descendanis have
gone through great migrations and dispersions during which they must
have accumulated the progeny of every conceivable race-stock from
among the strangers who lived in their midst, and in whose midst they
lived.

WE ARE THAT PEOPLE

Out of the Jewish people who opted to call themselves ‘“Hebrews”
traced their origins to the Patriarchs Abraham, .Isaac and Jacob. Jacob
was renamed “Israel.” From among the sons of Israel issued the “Twelve
Tribes” which were called “The Children of Israel”. To them, according

to the Bible, was bequeathed “The Promised Land” which was named
“The land of Israel.”

WE ARE THAT PEOPLE

In the days of the Judges, the Jews were a group of tribes. In the
times of Saul, David and Solomon, they were united into a Nation.
Once this period was over, they were divided into two kingdoms, that
of Judah and that of Israel. Later, these two. kingdoms were destroyed
and the people dispersed to the four corners of the earth. Today where-
ever the Jews live, whether born there or naturalised, to that nation do
they belong. '

WE ARE THESE PEOPLE
“In the entire civilised world', the Jewish race has been _tfwle,_,_gpqrc,e of
the Highest Conceptions of God, of man and of nature. It is_the Jews

who originated and still preserve the highest descriptions of the attri-

butes of God — a pure spirit, infinite in knowledge, power, goodwill and
He continues so, to this day.”

WE ARE THESE PEOPLE.

(Chalres Eliot)



FORE-WORD
By : E. G. Moses (Malekar)
“Better to light one candle than curse the darkness”

These volumes are unique. Unique in multiple ways. There has
been none like this before, there will be perhaps none like it hereafter.
Its features, its intent — all are unique.

These are reference volumes of the past and the present. These
contain voluminous information. These are packed with facts that the
reader be better informed, know more and more about the ancient past
and the present. These are volumes the reader can turn to for informa-
tion and encouragement when the fire of enthusiasm burns low.

These are volumes of faith with powerful belief in One God alone
who created all, it has perfect faith in the doings of the past as the
deep foundation for the doings of the future.

These are volumes of hope. Hope about the potentialities of the

future, of human freedom, to shape destiny in making far reaching
decisions.

These are volumes of love. Conceived as a love offering, it conforms
to the Commandment that encompasses all Commandments; “Love thy
neighbour as thyself.” These focus deep attention on the irretrievable
ingredient, the stuff that life is made of.

These are volumes of dedication. They dedicate in pure spirit the
radiant memories of the past, which endowed the days gone by with
a rich and splendoured heritage.

We have emerged as God’s special handiwork, with an array of
traits, characteristics and qualities. Background, experience all come in
a once-for-ever way for each human.

God has not trifled. Divine handiwork does not cut corners in
nature. Blessed individuality shines forth from each living person’s eyes,
and throbs through that person’s body.

Take stock of what the Supreme Master of the Universe has given
and increase and multiply your gifts and your deeds.

Learn from the volumes, Draw from it, Enjoy it, And Try to live by it.

iv
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HISTORY OF “SHAAR HARAHAMIM”

-- “GATE OF MERCY”

SYNAGOGUE

By E. M. JACOB

INTRODUCTION :

The history of the “SHAAR HARAHAMIM"
— “GATE OF MERCY” SYNAGOGUE is
very interesting and fascinating one. Till the
Eighteenth Century, the Bene-Israel Community
in the Western Part of India did not have a
House of Worship of their own. In fact they
were not aware of it, except perhaps the late
Commandant Samuel Ezekiel Divekar, who knew
the existence of the ‘Pardeshi” Synagogue built
in Cochin in the year 1568.

The establishment of the first Bene-Israel
Synagogue is a matter of great pride not onily
to the members of this Synagogue but to all
the Bene-Israels in India and also Bene-Israels
living in countries outside India particularly in
Israel because the “Gate of Mercy” Synagogue
not only catered to the spiritual needs parti-
cularly during the first 150 years after its estab-
lishment in 1796 but also played an important
role in the field of Education and health of the
community. To cite a few examples: (i) It gave
substantial grants for the establishment of the
Home for Destitutes and Orphans; (ii) It gave
grants to educational institutions and still con-
tinues to give the grants; (iii) It provided costly
books on Jewish Religion and also secular
books to a Jewish Library; (iv) It gives financial
assistance to the poor who wish to emigrate
to lIsrael; (v) It provided a Charity Dispensary
at a time when cholera and other dreadful
diseases were rampant in Bombay from 1919
to 1922; (vi) It provided extra accommodation
during High Holidays for a number of years
since the accommodation in all the Bene-lIsrael
Synagogues in Bombay was not sufficient to
accommodate all the members of the commu-
nity. (For details, see article “SOLUTIONS FOR
THE PRESSING PROBLEMS”).

It is pertinent to state here that some of
the prominent personalities of the community
who have contributed towards the growth of
the activities of the Synagogue and in the com-
munity and who were responsible for the spread
of religious and secular education were mem-

bers of the Synagogue. They were authors of
Books on Jewish religion and who had trans-
lated the Hebrew prayers in Marathi version;
poets, dramatists, journalists, educationists,
eminent Doctors and Lawyers, responsible for
the starting of the only Jewish school, Kirtan-
kars who delivered the messages of the PRO-
PHETS to the members of the community and
the only Bene-Israel who rose to the high office
of Mayorship of Bombay. (Resumes of these
personalities have appeared in this Book).

The First Bene-Israel Synagogue :

The Synagogue was built by Samaji Hasaji
Divekar (Samuel Ezekiel Divekar) at Samuel
Street in May 1796. It was known as Samaji
Hasaji Synagogue till 1896. Samuel Street was
named after the builder of the Synagogue. The
Synagogue was built at this place because a
vast majority of about 2,000 Bene lIsraels then
in Bombay were residing at Samuel Street, Isaji
Street (Isaji was the brother of Samuel who
was also in the Army) and Israel Mohalla (Mo-
halla means locality). All these places are in
the vicinity of the Synagogue.

Management of the Synagogue for
the First Ninety-Three Years:

From 1796 to 1889, the Management of the
Synagogue affairs were controlled by the Kam-
modan Muccadams (Presidents) and a few
Advisers (Choglas), elected by the Congrega-
tion on the recommendations of the Muccadam.

It is interesting to note that the President
and his team not only managed the affairs of
the Synagogue but also were empowered to
settle all disputes i.e. individual, family and
community, just like the Panchayat System in
the villages.

The Divekar family carried on the Mana-
gement for many years. They acquired other
properties out of the proceeds of the donations
received by the Synagogue and from the funds
of the Divekar Family.

Our prayers are never wasted, though they seem to be in vain.
Nothing seems to lighten, the burden of our pain.



The First Kammodan Muccadam was none
other than the founder of the Synagogue. After
his demise in 1797 in Cochin, where he had
gone to procure a Sefer Torah, his adopted son
David, (son of his brother lsaji), assumed office
of Muccadamship since Samuel had no son but
two daughters from his two wives. After the
passing away of David in 1846, Haskel Abraham
Isaji Divekar was Kammodan Muccadam, ill
1872 and thereafter David Haeem Divekar till
his death on November 16, 1889. He was the
last Kammodan Muccadam. From 1889 onwards
till to-day the Management of the Synagogue is
carried on by a Managing Committee elected
by General Body at its election meeting in
December every year.

Rule of David Samuel Divekar (1797-1846) :

David Samuel Divekar was Kammodan Nuc-
cadam from 1797 till his death in the year 1846.
He was popularly known as “Dada” (Elder Bro-
ther). His management of affairs of the Syna-
gogue and Community was above reproach.

He exhibited open hatred for those Bene-
Israels who had heathen concubines. But this
zeal for high standard of morality created for
him many enemies, who later in 1823 under the
leadership of Subedar Solomon Bapuji Sankar
formed a separate party, which wanted to build
another Prayer Hall. However this did not take
place since Subedar Solomon Bapuji Sankar
was murdered by his brother-in-law Pingle on
account of some family dispute.

Rift in the Community :

However, another revolt took place which
was raised by Samuel Jacob Divekar Maistry.
This Maistry used to ill-treat his second wife
Hassubai, who submitted her case for redress
to Kammodan Muccadam David Samuel Divekar.
To . the charge-sheet levelled against him,
Samuel Jacob Divekar sent a disrespectful reply
on account of which he was ex-communicated.
Thereupon Samuel Jacob Divekar collected the
discontented elements in the community and
also a few influential persons, with a view to
building another Prayer Hall. In the year 1839,
Samuel Jacob Divekar, Haeem Isaaji Garsulkar
and a few other Bene-Israels of Bombay sub-
scribed a sum of Rs. 2,725/- and purchased
land on December 22, 1840. The new group
rented a room in the premises owned by Daniel

Kehimkar Maistry, where they held services for
about three years. On this very land the New
Synagogue, which was later named as
“SHAARE-RASON” was consecrated on June 4,
1843.

David ruled the Community with an iron
hand tempered with Justice and equity. He had
a Council of Advisers who were men of piety
wisdom and experience. The 1832 Council con-
sisted of eminent and influential men like :
(1) Jamadar Isaji Abraham Chincholkar. (2)
Tanaji lIsaji Telulkar, Maistry; (3) Havildar Bal-
koji Ramaji Khanavker; (4) Subedar Solomon
Joseph Umardekar, and (5) Yesba Joseph Zirad-
kar, Gubbai (Treasurer).

Rule of Haskel Abraham Isaaji Divekar
(1846-1872) :

Dada (David Samuel Divekar) died in 1846
and the power of the Kammodan Muccadam
was seized by Haskel and Aaron, sons of his
brother Abraham lIsaaji and it was during the
regime of Haskel that the second rift occurred
in the Community which culminated in the open-
ing of a new Prayer Hall called “KENNESETH
BENE-ISRAEL” popularly known as ‘“Malya
Warchi Masjid” at Khadak. Haskel was assisted
in the Management of the Synagogue by his
brothers and a Council of Advisers (Choglas),
prominent among whom were Samuel Elijah
Varulkar (Gabbai) and Haeem Solomon Rajpur-
kar Kazi (Father of Shalome Haeem Rajpurkar

Kazi).
Hazzan (Cantor) :

It is not known, who were the Hazzans of
the Synagogue from 1796 to 1835. In the year
1835, however, Elijah (Eloba) Joseph Rajpurkar
was appoinied as ‘‘Hazzan” of the Synagogue.
Before him one Solomon was the Hazzan. In
addition to Hazzan there used to be a post of
a ‘‘Kazi”. The functions of the Kazi were to
write Ketubah, perform marriages, circumcisions
and death ceremonies and conduct all other
rituals such as vow redemption, nazir redemp-
tion, naming and renaming ceremonies, etc., for
which he was paid good fees. The affairs of
the higher religious order such as divorces,
disputes etc. were controlled by Kammodan who
gave decisions in consultation with Kazi and
Choglas.

God’s laws work slowly, but they work.



Eloba Hazzan died in 1871. In memory of
his meritorious services, no substitute was ap-
pointed for one year, during which period his
family received his full salary as pension.

Another Prayer Hall:

When the year was over, there were two
claimants to the post of Hazzan. One was
Reuben, son of the previous Hazzan and the
other was the Shamash of the Synagogue.
Haskel, who assumed Office of the Muccadam-
ship after the death of David Samuel Divekar,
favoured the appointment of a learned Hazzan
from Cochin or Iraq and the name of David
Ashkenazi from Cochin was even suggested.
The opposition group favoured the son of pre-
vious Hazzan, Reuben Elijah Rajpurkar. This re-
sulted in a rift.

Free fights and assaults became the order
ci the day and eventually Kammodan Mucca-
dam Haskel Divekar stopped attending the Syna-
gogue. In 1872 they opened a new Prayer Hall
in a building adjacent to the Jamatkhana, which
was then mortgaged with one Kasambhoy Dha-
ramsi, who agreed to nay Rs. 75/- per month
as rent for the three Warehouses.

Removal of Haskel and Appointment of
David Haeem Divekar (1872-1889) :

On August 19, 1872, Haskel Divekar was
removed from his Office and in his place David,
Haeem Divekar, grandson of Dada Kammodan
and great grandson of the founder of the Syna-
gogue was elected as “Kammodan Muccadam”.
He was a poet, dramatist, journalist and author
of eight books.

The new Choglas elected were :- (1) Havil-
dar Haeem Joseph Talkar, (2) Dr. Daniel Josepn
Talkar, (3) Abraham D. Chincholkar (Treasurer
& Secretary), (4) Solomon Rahamim Talkar
(Writer), (5) Abraham S. Penkar, (6) Samuel
M. Killekar (7) David Solomon Borgharkar, (8)
Haskel Jacob Bhorupkar and Josenh E. Rajpur-
kar (Yosef Master).

Reuben Eloba Rajpurkar was appointed as
Hazzan in the year 1872. After some years
Chincholkar retired as “Gabbai” and in his
place Samuel Elijah Varulkar was elected.

Mortgage of Property and Suit for
Recovery of Debt:

It was during the Muccadamship of Haskel
Divekar that the Synagogue Building was ex-

tended in 1860, in order to accommodate more
people since the population of the Bene-Israels
in Bombay had increased. The cost of the ex-
pansion of the Synagogue was met from the
funds of the Synagogue as well as from the
contributions from the members of the Com-
munity.

However, the regime of Haskel Kammodan
was one of misrule. Between 1862 and 1865 the
Kammodan, Gubbai Samuel Elijah Varulkar and
Aaron Abraham Divekar Chogla borrowed Rs.
40,000/~ from one Vasanji Dwarkadas and mort-
gaged with him seven warehouses of the Syna-
gogue. Vasanji in turn mortgaged them with
Cassumbhoy Dharamsey. Earlier, the Jamat-
khana and the house adjoining had also been
mortgaged with Cassumbhoy by the Kammodan.

In order to recover the mortgaged property,
the Jamat (General Meeting) of the Synagogue
at its meeting held on March 13, 1881, appoint-
ed the following seven Trustees :- (1) Elijah
Aaron Penkar (Subhedar), (2) Reuben Abraham
Korlekar, (3) B. P. Bhorupkar, (4) Solomon
Rahamim Talkar, (5) Abraham Jacob Talegaon-
kar, (6) Benjamin Samson Ashtamkar (Hon.
Secretary, and (7) Abraham Daniel Kurulkar
(Hon. Treasurer).

A Committee consisting of M/s. Samuel
Shalcme Kurulkar, Rahamim Solomon Talkar
and Reuben Elijah Dudhkar was appointed to
frame the Trust Deed. However, at its meeting
held on July 17, 1881, the Jamat rescinded its
resolution of framing the Trust Deed.” As a
result of this, M/s. Solomon Rahamim Talkar
and Benjamin Samson Ashtamkar resigned from
the Managing Committee. :

Haskel Abraham lIsaji Divekar who was
Kammodan Muccadam of the newly formed
Prayer Hall died in 1885. He was succeeded by
his son Abraham who continued in this Office
till the New Prayer Hall re-united with the Syna-
gogue in 1906. In 1890 Cassumbhoy filed a
suit against the Synagogue and the new Prayer
Hall for the recovery of his debt which amount-
ed to nearly Rs. 1,00,000/-. The defendants
were :- (1) Dr. E. Moses Rajpurkar, (2) Joseph
Ezekiel Rajpurkar, (3) G. Moses Malekar, (4)
Balaii Pithaji Bhorupkar, (5) Nathu Awaskar &
others who represented the Synagogue, and (1)
Samson Moses Divekar and (2) Abraham Haskel

Give us the power to relieve the world’s pain, Bringing back order and peace once again.



Divekar and others who represented Kenneseth.
The two sections were defending separately to
save the Synagogue property. Unfortunately,
they did not succeed in the Lower Court and
a heavy decree was passed against them. This
in effect meant complete loss of all property
plus the payment of a huge amount to the cre-
ditor. In addition the Kenneseth was asked to
pay a rent of Rs. 10/- per month to the credi-
tor.

Since the debts were not paid, in the year
1901 M. C. Dharamsey filed a suit in the High
Court of Judicature at Bombay, being Suit
No. 771 of 1901, for Foreclosure of the Bene-
Israel Community’s right to redeem the mort-
gaged properties. Before the suit was filed, the
members of the “Gate of Mercy” Synagogue
separated the Management of the properties from
the Prayer Hall, by appointing three Trustees to
manage the said properties. The three Trustees
appointed were Mr. D. J. Samson, Mr. Solomon
Mosses Vakrulkar and Gershon Moses Malekar.
By amending the Synagogue Constitution, the
three Trustees were made ex-officio members
of the Managing Committee of the Synagogue,
which consisted of six members, excluding the
Trustees. While Trustees had a right of vote
at the meeting, they were not eligible to hold
ofiices of President, Secretary or Treasurer of
the Synagogue.

Appeal by the Synagogue against the
Court’s Decision :

The suit was decided in favour of Moham-
med Cassim Dharamsey. The Management of
the Synagogue wanted to file an appeal but
the attorneys of the Synagogue declined to
proceed with the appeal unless certain amount
of fees was naid to them in advance. At this
critical juncture, the late Mr. D .J. Samson, one
of the Trustees of the Synagogue came to the
rescue by giving personal securities to the
attorneys.

Compromise arrived at :

In the High Court while the Appeal was
being heard, Samson Mazagaonkar and Khan
Saheb David Solomon Pezarkar of Kenneseth
brought to the notice of the Court their claim
of Rs. 4,000/- which thev had lent to the Ken-
neseth. This new development created an alarm-
ing situation, Sir Lawrence Jenkins, Chief Jus-

tice of the High Court warned that it would be
in the interest of all concerned if a compromise
is brought about and the two places of wor-
ship re-united, lest the case might be prejudi-
ced by the internal dissensions. This sound
advice was accepted by all. The Kenneseth
Bene Israel Prayer Hall re-united with the parent
body, the ‘Gate of Mercy’ Synagogue as a re-
sult of the resolution passed to this effect at
the Jamat meeting on April 4, 1906. “Gate of
Mercy” Synagogue also agreed to pay off the
debt of Rs. 4,000/- to the loanees. In accord-
ance with the agreement arrived at between the
two Houses of Worship, Sefer Torahs from the
Kenneseth were brought to the “Gate of Mercy”
Synagogue in the early morning of April 6, 1906,
amidst great jubilation, singing and dancing by
the entire congregation. However, the unity
brought about-was not appreciated by Samson
Mazagaonkar, his relatives and friends. They
tried to stop the procession. Being unsuccessful
in this attempt, they returned to the Kenneseth
and were glad to see the “Ner Tamid” lamp
burning, which the leaders had forgotton to take
with them. Mazgaonkar's Groun thought this
was a good opportunity to continue the Prayer
Hall by borrowing a ‘“Sefer Torah” from the
New (Shaare Rason) Synagogue. In this attempt
also they did not succeed as Dadu Shet’s
(Abraham Haskel Divekar) two sons, Abasaheb
and Chinu removed the ‘Ner Tamid’ lamp by
climbing on the roof and entering the premises
through a window. These two youths carried
out the job with great courage and tact and
brought the lamp safely to the ‘Gate of Mercy’
Synagogue. The Kenneseth was locked after
the lamp was removed in order to avoid further

trouble.

The Jamat of the Synagogue at its meet-
ing held on April 4, 1906 also agreed that Kam-
modan Muccadam Daduseth, (Abraham Haskel
Divekar) and Shalome Haeem Rajpurkar Kazi
should have tiheir hereditary honours and pri-
vileges as enjoyed by them and their fore-
fathers.

As a result of the compromise, a consent
decree dated 15-6-1906, made in Appeal No.
1408 in the Suit No. 771 of 1901 of the High
Court of Judicature at Bombay, wherein the
Advocate General of Bombay, David Joseph
Samson, Solomon Moses Vakhrulkar and Ger-
shon Moses Malekar (Trustees), were the Appel-

God counts the tears that for others are shed.



lants and one Mohammed Cassim Dharamsey
was the Respondent, was arrived at by which
certain properties were restored to the Syna-
gogue Trustees.

Since the re-union of the Synagogue and
the Prayer Hall was brought about mainly due
to the efforts of Shalome Haeem Rajpurkar Kazi,
the Jamat of the Synagogue passed a resolu-
tion giving him “MISHBERAKHA” on Ereb Kip-
pur and to his heirs after his death. This prac-
tice still continues.

Terms of the Consent Decree :

By the consent decree of 15-6-1906, the
three Trustees were confirmed as being ap-
pointed by the Jamat of the ‘Gate of Mercy’
Synagogue. (The defendant had objected to the
appointment of the Trustees). Power was reser-
ved to the Jamat to remove the said trustees
and appoint new ones and the trustees were
appointed Ex-Officio Members of the Managing
Committee of the said Synagogue. Under the
terms of the consent decree the proceeds from
the properties are to be applied for the pur-
poses of the upkeep of the “Gate of Mercy”
Synagogue, for other purposes of the Synago-
gue and for the benefit of the Bene-lsrael Com-
munity in Bombay, subject to the rules of the
Jamat (General Body) of the Synagogue which
may from time to time be determined.

Although all the godowns were not restored
to the Synagogue Trust, the Trustees, particu-
larly the late Mr. D. J. Samson extended the
property by constructing upper storeys on some
of the godowns and thereby increased the in-
come of the Trust by way of rent from Rs. 300/-
to Rs. 1,150/- per month.

Dispute Among the Members of the Synagogue :

About this time a split occurred in the
Jamat of the “Gate of Mercy” Synagogue and
it was divided into two parties, one led by D.
J. Samson and the other by Solomon Moses
Vakrulkar. Mr. D. J. Samson’s party was in
power from 1906 to 1918 and Mr. S. M. Vakrul-
kar’s party came into power in 1918.

The first step taken by Mr. S. M. Vakrul-
kar’s party was to amend certain constitutional
rules by which the three trustees ceased to be
ex-officio members of the Managing Committee.

The Jamat of the Synagogue called upon
the trustees to make certain payments to cer-
tain institutions. Mr. D. J. Samson and Mr. Ger-
shon Moses Malekar declined to pass the pay-
ments on the ground that the income from the
Synagogue properties was to be applied for the
benefit of the members of the ‘Gate of Mercy’
Synagogue and not for the benefit of the Bene
Israel Community.

Another resolution was passed by the Jamat
on May 4, 1919, whereby three additional trus-
tees were appointed, they were Dr. E. Moses,
Mr. Abraham Reuben Bhinjekar and Mr. Shalom
Haeem Rajpurkar Kazi. After three months of
passing of this resolution, the resignation of
the late Mr. Solomon Moses Vakrulkar who had
submitted his resignation earlier as a trustee
of the Estate Trust was accepted and the ap-
pointment of the three trustees mentioned above
was confirmed by the Jamat.

Since the Trustees refused to honour the
resolution of the Jamat, the Jamat of the Syna-
gogue filed a suit against the Trustees in the
High Court of Jurisdiction at Bombay, Suit
Number being 951 of 1920, in which the Jamat
prayed that it may be declared that the income
of the Trust mentioned to be applied (i) to the
upkeep of the ““Gate of Mercy” Synagogue, (ii)
for the purpose of appertaining to the said
Synagogue, (iii) otherwise for the benefit of
the Bene-lsrael Community in such a way and
subject to such rules as the Jamat may from
time to time determine; and (iv) that it be de-
clared, that Rules 4, 6 and 10 framed by the
Jamat are valid rules and that the Trust pro-
perty is held for the Benefit of the Bene-lsrael
Community generally and not only for such
membership of the Community as are members
of the “Gate of Mercy” Synagogue, and the
Trustees be directed to make the payment as
per resolution passed at its meetings on De-
cember 21, 1919 and February 16, 1920.

Decision of the Court :

By its decision of 26th  November, 1921,
the Court upheld the arguments of the Plain-
tiff and directed the Trustees to make the pay-
ment as per the resolution passed on 21st
December, 1919 and 16th February, 1920. The
Court also upheld the argument of the Plain-
tiff that the Trustees should pay the amount to

Without Divine Assistance | cannot succeed. With it | cannot fail — Abraham Lincoln.



the Treasurer of the Synagogue for forwarding
the same to the Institutions concerned, insiead
of making direct payments, which was the con-
tention of the Trustees.

(Rules No. 4 pertains to the appointment of
Minisiers. Hazzan & Kazi, Assistance to orphans
& destitutes, religious and secular education to
the poor children and youths, libraries, provid-
ing free medical aid and grants to Housing
Societies, etc. Rule 6 empowers the Jamat
(General Body) of the Synagogue at its meeting
to be held in March and August every year to
sanction grants to institutions after studying the
budget sent by the Trustees. Rule No. 10 per-
mits the Jamat to Sanction grants at meeting
other than in March and in August, subject to
the availability of funds with the Trustees.

One More Dispute (1926) :

Another dispute arose between the party in
power and the Opposition party in 1926. This
was on the proposal of the party then in power
of constructing a Central Hall, while the oppo-
sition party wanting ine funds to be utilised
for assisting the poor widows & orphans and
providing educational needs of the poor youths.
The controversy between the two parties reach-
e¢ its highest pitch and it appeared that dis-
pute would have to be fought in the High Court
forum, resulting into great waste of money. For-
tunately, better counsels prevailed and through
the intervention of Mr. Moses Samuel Penkar
and the efforts of Mr. Solomon Moses Vakrul-
kar and Mr. Shalom Haeem Rajpurkar Kazi, a
compromise was arrived at before the threaten-
ed High Court litigation was actually launched.
As the result of the comoromise the scheme
of the Central Hall was abandoned and it was
resolved to form an Endownment Fund of about
Rs. 60,000/- with the object of providing grants
as mentioned under Rules Nos. 4 and 6. (Refe-
rence to these was made earlier).

Yet Another Dispute (1932) :

After the two disputes between the parties
in the Synagogue, it was thought that peace
would prevail. Unfortunately it was not to be.
Another dispute arose over the question of
assisting the Bene-lsrael Home for Destitutes
& Orphans in the year 1932 or 1933. (It appears
that donation or debentures of Rs. 40,000/-
were to be purchased). The late Mr. Moses

Abraham Gadkar’s party, which was in power,
had proposed to assist the Home while the late
Dr. Jacob Ezekiel Talkar's party was against it.
Heated discussions used to take place at the
Jamat meetings. Certain members’ right to ex-
ercise their votes were suspended by the then
President, the late Mr. Moses Abraham Gadkar.
The aggrieved members filed a suit in the Hight
Court of Bombay and as per the decision of the
Court the voting rights of the members were
restored. The election meeting that was held
after this lasted from about 7.00 p.m. to about
5.00 a.m. the next morning. In the following year
the late Dr. Jacob Ezekiel Talkar's party came
in power.

The scheme of the late Mr. Gadkar’s party
to assist the Home did not succeed. Later events
proved that the contention of Dr. Jacob Ezekiel’s
party in opposing the assistance was correct.

Management of the Home:

It is pertinent to state here that the Mana-
gement of the Bene-lsrael Home for the Desti-
tutes and Orphans came over to the ‘“Gate of
Mercy” Synagogue in the year 1946.

In the initial stages, the Home was mana-
ged by seven Trustees, three each from the
Bene-lsrael Benevolent Society and the ‘Gate of
Mercy’ Synagogue and one from the Bene-lsrac!
Conference. The first two had contributed Rs.
10,000/- each and had agreed to coniribuie
Rs. 1,200/- per year for the upkeep of the Home.
The Bene-lsrael Conference contributed Rs.
30,000/- and agreed to contribute certain
amount per year. Since the said Conference
did not meet for about 10 years and its yearly
contribution’ was not received, its representa-
tive ceased to be on the management of the
Home. Later the three representatives of the
Bene-Israel Benevolent Society also ceased to
functions as a result of the Suit filed by the
late Mr. K. M. Elijah in the High Court of Bom-
bay. The plaintiff prayed that since the yearly
grant from the Bene-Israel Benevolent Society
was not received for a number of vears, it had
no right to be represented on the said Home.
The Court upheld the argument of the plaintiff.
Since then all the six trustees are appointed
by the Synagogue.

The disputes between the members of the
Synagogue continued for a few years more. For

- want of availability of records and for want of

Religion tends to speak the language of the heart, which is the
language of friends, lovers, children and parents.



space these are not included in this history.
However, one of these needs to be mentioned.

Youth Group :

In the fifties a majority of youth members
had formed a group and contested the elec-
tions to the membership of the Managing Com-
mittee of the Synagogue as a result of which
the representatives of this Group came in power
in 1951. The first President of the Group was
Mr. Emanuel E. Moses Rajpurkar. Owing to
disagreement among the Group members Mr.
Rajpurkar resigned from the Group. Mr. Arthur
Samson was the President during the year
1952. But he submitted his resignation from the
Presidentship after about six months as he was
to be elevated to the Bench in the Small Causes
Court of Bombay. Mr. Nissim A Reuben Bhin-
jekar was elected in the vacancy caused due
to the resignation of Mr. Samson.

Another ‘Court Case:

One more suit was filed for an injunction
prohibiting the Management of the Synagogue
from holding the election in December, 1952,
since according to the Plaintiffs Mr. M. A.
Moses. and Mr. Aaron Samson, the names of
the new members who were officially admitied
as members of the Synagogue after Septem-
ber 30, 1952 and therefore had no right to vote
ai the election meeting. It is necessary to state
here that under Rule No. 13, members enrolied
on October 1, of a particular year are entitied
to vote at the election meeting in December
of the year. However, in practice (since 192C)
the applications for membership were received
till the end of September, which were consider-
ed by the Management in October and Novem-
ber or even in December.

As a result of the injunction, the election
could not be held in the year 1952. However,
the said election took place in 1953 as the
Court decided that the procedure adopted by
the Management of enrolling the members was
in vogue for a number of years and therefore
it could not be said that the members whose
applications were received prior to October 1,

but admitted after September, were ineligible
to vote at the election meeting.
Unfortunately disputes arose among the

youth group itself and the Group did not last
long, although some of its members actively
participated in the affairs of the Synagogue.

Reports and the Statement of Accounts:

The First Annual General Meeting of the
Synagogue was held on 7th December, 1878.
In absence of the Kammodan Muccadam David
Haeem Divekar, who was on Police duty in
Alibaug Solomon Rahamim Talkar (Writer), one
of the Choglas, occupied the Chair and con-
ducted the meeting. At this meeting the Annual
Report and the Statement of Accounts for the
period 13-5-1878 to 27-9-1878 were read by
Mr. Benjamin Samson Ashtamkar, Hon-Secre-
tary. In this report it is mentioned that the
previous report and the statement of accounts
were not available since no report and state-
ment of accounts were submitted. The Annual
General Meetings of the Synagogue continued
to be held till 1899. At these meetings it was
the custom to commence the meeting with
Prayers to the Almighty for keeping alive the
members of the Synagogue during the previous
year. Blessings were also invoked for the
future.

Space does not permit to note the business
transacted at the meetings from 1878 to 1899,
for which period the reports and the state-
ments of accounts were published. Howeve
two items mentioned in these reports deserve
cur attention :-

(@) In the statement of accounts for the
period 11-12-1888 to 31-12-1888 (in those days
monthly statements of accounts used to be put
on the Synagogue Notice Board) it is mention-
ed a sum of Rs. 3,076/- was borrowed to de-
fray legal expenses for Suit No. 90 of 1885
and the amount spent for this purpose was
Rs. 3,145/-. A few members of the Synagogue
had also contributed towards the loan.

(b) Tributes were paid to Subhedar Major
Sardar Bahadur Moshe Bapuji Malekar, who
was Hon. Treasurer of the Synagogue from 1888
to 1896. He meticulously maintained the ac-
counts, curtailed the expenses, with the result,
debts were repaid (except to Cassambhai Dha-
ramsey) and small balance of Rs. 1,834/- was
in the Synagogue Fund. He used to put on
the Synagogue Notice Board a copy of the
monthly statement of accounts for the infor-
mation of the members. After his passing away
in 1896, his son Gershon Moses Malekar (who
later became one of the Trustees) took over

Religion does not censure or exclude unnumbered pleasures harmlessly pursued.



the responsibilities of the Treasurership and
followed in the footsteps of his dear father in
the proper maintenance of accounts.

Some Important Ceremonies and Celebrations,
etc. held at the Synagogue :

(1) On January 30, 1879, Mrs. Squires & Rev.
J. Samuel alongwith two Europeans visited the
Synagogue, when Samuel lIsaaji Pingle bore
the expenses for the lighting arrangements.

(2) On August 8, 1880, one Daniel David
Bhastekar, originally a Bene-Israel, was again
converted to Judaism at hi§ request since he
could not attend any Synagogue for offering
Prayers for twelve months of the previous year
as he was imprisoned for an offence commit-
ted by him while he was in the Army serving
as a “Soldier”.

(3) On August 29, 1880, Special Prayers for
the persecuted Afghan Jews, were recited by
Hazzan Shalome Joseph Penkar and a sermon
was delivered by Benjamin Samson Ashtamkar,
Hon. Secretary. Shofar was blown by the Haz-
zan. This account was published in the “Times
of India” in its issue dated August 31, 1880.

(4) Mr. Haeem Moses Rajpurkar Kazi Father
of Shalome Haeem Rajpurkar, maintained a
garden in the Synagogue, in appreciation of
which he was presented a sum of Rs. 10/- in
the year 1880.

(5) On Sunday, the March 19, 1882, the Bene-
Israel Community in Bombay observed “Fast”
and Humiliation Day for the fierce persecution
of Russian Jews. The late Mr. Joseph Rajpur-
kar composed special prayers for the occa-
sion which were recited at the “Gate of
Mercy” Synagogue after which the late Mr.
Rajpurkar delivered a sermon. The expenses
for the publicity in this connection were borne
by the New Synagogue, now known as
“SHAARE-RASON”.

(6) A meeting of the Community convened
under the auspices of two Synagogues and
Prayer Hall viz. Old, New and Kenneseth Bene-
Israel Prayer Hall on January 2, 1891, held at
the Old Synagogue premises decided to issue
an appeal for the relief for the persecuted
Russian Jews. ‘

(7) On December 2, 1891, a General Meeting
of the Community was held in the Synagogue

premises to consider an appeal sent by the
Russo-Jewish Committee of London for aid to
the Russian Refugees who were in great dis-
tress in London. The late Mr. Joseph Ezekiel
Rajpurkar presided over the meeting. Mr.
David Solomon Hon-Secretary of the Bombay
Branch of the Russo-Jewish Committee of
London read the appeal, at the conclusion of
which Mr. Rajpurkar made an impassionate and
moving speech which touched the hearts of
those present to such an extent that although
the gathering was not large the Management
was able to collect Rs. 350/- on the spot.

(8) Centenary Celebrations :

The Centenary of the Synagogue was
celebrated from Tuesday, 12th May, 1896 to
Wednesday, 13th May, 1896. To honour this
occasion morning and evening services of the
Syriagogue were overcrowded.

At the commencement of the evening ser-
vice, 100th, 8th, 134th and 104th Psalms were
chanted by the assembled congregation. During
the service before the reading of the Law,
Mr. S. M. Moses, J. P. of M/s. David Sassoon &
Co. was requested to perform the ceremony of
naming the Synagogue, which he kindly con-
sented to do. On ascending the Tebah (Bima)
Mr. Moses said ‘“Brethren, | have been asked
by the warden .of the Synagogue to perform
the most interesting ceremony of naming this
House of God. | feel honoured for this privi-
lege. It has given me great pleasure to be pre-
sent here to-day. We must congratulate our-
selves for being present at its Second Jubilee
and | sincerely trust that the Bene-lIsrael Com-
munity may long enjoy the peace, prosperity
and happiness under the beneficial rule of Her
Most Gracious Majesty, the Queen Empress
and that they may attend this Synagogue
with their children for generations to come. |
will now proceed to perform the pleasant task
entrusted to me. Brethren, | humbly invoke the
biessings of the Almighty upon all Israel espe-
cially upon this congregation and this house
and | name it “SHAAR-HARAHAMIM” — “GATE
OF MERCY” SYNAGOGUE by which name it
should henceforth be called. And | fervently
pray that the services carried on here will be
mercifully accepted by our Heavenly Father.
Amen”’.

Religion — that voice of the deepest human experience.



After the reading of the Law Mr. Joseph
Ezekiel, Fellow of the University of Bombay and
a Justice of the Peace, preached a discourse on
the Jubilee and the morals taught by its rules,
taking for his test Leviticus XXV-10, which was
very impressive and instructive as his sermons
always were. He then offered the Prayers com-
posed by himself, in Hebrew, English and
Marathi.

Mr. Shalome Joseph Penkar, Hazzan of the
Synagogue who conducted the greater portion
of the service then invoked blessings upon Her
Majesty and for Lord Sandhurst the Governor
of Bombay. The concluding portion of the
services- was read by Mr. Joseph Ezekiel. Both
after the morning and the evening services,
circuits were made round the Tebah with sing-
ing and carrying Scrolls of the Law as on the
Simhat Torah Day.

(9) On October 29, 1896, Special Prayers com-
posed by Mr. Joseph Ezekiel Rajpurkar were
recited by him for imploring divine forbearance
and compassion on the public at large in view
of the Bubonic Plague Fever — that laid such
a heavy hand — at the Synagogue. The day
was also observed as a “Fast”.

Presentation to the Synagogue :

(1) WHEN the Synagogue was built in 17986,
one Tanaji Samuel Malyankar Maistry present-
ed “Tebah” (Bima) to the Synagogue in me-
mory of his son Rahamim, who died in 1786,
on condition that the said Tebah should not
be removed till “MESSIAH" arrives.

(2) THE Synagogue secured a “Sefer Torah”.
fifty-one years after its establishment (In 1847).

{3) On July 8, 1880, Solomon (Sileman) Raha-
mim Talkar, (Writer) presented “Net Tamid”
Lamp. It appears that there was no “Ner
Tamid” Lamp in the Synagogue upto this pe-
riod. Circumcision and Eliyahoo Hannabi Chairs
and original Hekhal were presented by Aaron
Abraham Divekar, grandson of lIsaaji Ezekiel
Divekar, who was the brother of Samuel Eze-
kiel Divekar. Golden crowns for Sefer Torahs
were presented by Mrs. Ladubai Pezarkar.
Silver Mezuzah with beautiful silver chain was
presented by Mordechai and his wife Elisheba
Mordechai Haeem Mhedekar (Elisheba was the
sister of Moses, Elijah and Barukh Benjamin
Gadkar).

SOURCES :

(1) The two plaints i.e. (i) Appeal No. 1408 in
Suit No. 771 of 1901 filed by the Synago-
gue for the recovery of the warehouses; &
(i) Suit No. 981 of 1920 filed by the Syna-
gogue against the Trustees.

(2) Records left by the Late Mr. Joseph Eze-
kiel Rajpurkar.

(3) Report of the Samaji Hasaji (“Gate of
Mercy”) Synagogue from May 13, 1878 to
December 31, 1899.

(4) Articles of Kenneseth Bene-Israel Prayer
Hall by the late Shalome Haeem Rajpurkar

Kazi.
(5) Article on “Our New Synagogue” — By
the late Mr. I. I. Shapurkar.

From 1796 to 1889 the management of the
“Gate of Mercy” Synagogue were carried out
by Kammodan Muccadams, i.e.

1796 — 1797 :
Commandant Samuel Ezekield Divekar.

1797 — 1846 :

Dada Kammodan David Samuel Divekar.
Adopted son of Samuel Ezekiel Divekar.

1846 — 1872 :

Haskel Abraham lIsaaji Divekar.
Haskel was the son of Abraham lIsaaji Divekar.

1872 — 1889 :

Appointment of David Haeem Divekar as Kammo-
dan Muccadam in place of Haskel Abraham
Isaaji Divekar who was removed from the
office by the Jamat of the Synagogue on
August 19, 1872.

David was the grandson of DADA Kammodan
and great grandson of the founder of the
Synagcgue, Samuel Ezekiel Divekar. After his
demise in 1889, the management of the Syna-
gogue was and is being carried out by an
elected Committee.

1872 — 1885 :

Haskel Abraham Divekar was Kammodan Mucca-
dam of ‘Kenneseth Bene Israel’ Prayer Hall.
After his death in 1885 the Kammodan Mucca-
damship ceased, though his son Abraham played
a leading role in the affairs of the Prayer Hall
till 1906 when it rejoined the ‘Gate of Mercy’
Synagogue.

The true religion is built upon the rock. The rest are tossed upon the waves of time.



“GATE OF MERCY"” SYNAGOGUE
SOLUTIONS OF PRESSING COMMUNAL PROBLEMS

Prior to the restoration of the warehouses
as a result of the compromise arrived at bet-
ween the Trustees of the Synagcgue and
Mahomed Kassim Dharamsey in 1906 the Treasury
of the Synagogue was almost empty. However by
1915 the Synagogue had accumulated sufficient
money by way of proceeds from the rents of the
warehouses, donations and bidding amount. In
order to assess urgent needs of the community, a
Special Committee was appointed consisting of
fifteen persons, including three Trustees by the
Jamat on November 26, 1916. This Committee
was requested to recommend solutions of pres-
sing communal problems in order of their prio-
rity. This Special Committee submitted its re-
port on March 31, 1918 and the Jamat of the
Synagogue considered this report on May 8,
1918. The Jamat passed eight resolutions, gists
of which are as follows :-

Resolution No. 100: Central Synagogue :

The recommendation of the Special Com-
mittee to build a Central Synagogue was not
approved.

Resolution No. 101 : Appointment of Ministers :

It was resolved that a member of the com-
munity who is expert in Hebrew reading, ca-
pable of conducting services in the Synagogue
and delivering sermons in Marathi, be con-
sidered for appointment of Hazan without delay.
Resolution No. 102: Orphanage and Asylum :

After considering the correspondence and
the resolutions of the Managing Committee and
the Jamat since 1910 about the Orphanage and
Asylum for the poor and the resolution of the
Jamat held on August 1, 1915 resolving tnat
a house of an approximate rental value of Rs.
35/- per month should either be built or leased
for the noor and destitutes, the Jamat is of the
opinion that it should collaborate with the Bene-
Israel Benevolent Society for building an asylum
provided the contribution to be made by the
Bene-Israel Benevolent Society is equal to tne
contribution made by the Synagogue i.e.
Rs. 10,000/-.

Resolution No. 103 : Charitable Dispensary :
Resolved that a Free Charitable Dispen-
sary be opened in some convenient place on
behalf of this Synagogue and for this Dispen-
sary, a LM.&S. or M.B.B.S., Bene-lsrael be

appointed as a Doctor. Dr. E. Moses, M.D.,
J.P, and Dr. A. S. Erulkar, M.D. (Lond.) be
appointed as Honorary Consulting Physicians of
this Dispensary.

Resolution No. 104 : Technical & Industrial
Education :

Since the Bene-Israel Conference Education
Fund has decided to provide technical and in-
dustrial education to the poor but deserving
youths in the community, it is resolved to con-
tribute Rs. 500/- per annum for atleast four
years to the said Education Fund on the con-
ditions that (i) the recipients of these loans
should be known as the “Gate of Mercy” Syna-
gogue scholars; (ii) two representatives of the
Synagogue will serve on the Managing Com-
mittee of the B.L.C.E. Fund.

Resolution No. 105: Free Education in
Marathi & Hebrew :

It was resolved to open classes for teach-
ing of Hebrew reading, if possible with mean-
ing to children in collaboration with the New
Synagogue (“SHAARE RASON”) either in their
Synagogue or at any other convenient place.
Resolution No. 106 : Books for Library:

That a sum of Rs. 500/- be sanctioned to
the Israelite Brotherhood for purchasing books
on Hebrew literature, Jewish religion and Jewish
history provided the Brotherhood agree to con-
tribute atleast Rs. 250/- towards the purchase
of the books. Further resolve that a sum of
Rs. 100/- per annum be donated to the Brother-
hood for four years on condition that the
Brotherhood contributes Rs. 30/- per annum
for equioping the Library with more books.

The donation was given on certain condi-
tions, an imnortant one of which was that the
Synagogue will have the right to take back the
books purchased out of its contributions, in
case the Library or the Brotherhood itself
ceases to exist.

Resolution No. 107 :

It was unanimously resolved that the con-
sideration of other schemes framed by the
Special Committee be taken up after the re-
solution regarding the above mentioned most
important of the scheme have been completely
carried into effect.

“Educate men without religion and vou make
them but clever devils”.

“Religion should be the rule of life, not a casual incident of it”.

10



SYNOPSIS OF SYNAGOGUES IN INDIA AND PAKISTAN
By Daniel Elijah Benjamin Gadkar (Pune)

INTRODUCTION :

The significant features in Jewish Orthodox
Synagogues and Prayer Halls.

Judaism is a religion of monotheism. The
following constitute the important features in a
Jewish Synagogue :-

1. There are no idols or images in the
Synagogue and Prayer Hall.

2. Continuous burning of an oil lamp in
a decorative metal vessel (Ner Tamid).

3. The picturesque decorations over the
entrance to the Ark which is a collec-
tion of religious symbols of Judaism.

4. The Tablets of Ten Commandments in
Hebrew and English, fixed on the top
of Western Wall. They are the tenets
of the conduct towards God and man
and are the essence of moral law in
Judaism; according to the Bible, these
laws were given to Moses on the Mount
Sinai engraved upon two tablets by
God.

5. A frame containing a message in
Hebrew is hung near the Hekhal, the
English translation of which is “THIS
IS THE HOUSE OF THE LORD’ WHERE
THE PIOUS COME TO LEARN’

6. The dome covering the entrance to
Holy Ark is called in Hebrew ‘HEKHAL
HAKKODESH’. Inside the Holy Ark are
kept Holy Scrolls the ‘SEFER TORAHS’

7. A special chair and a lamp dedicated
in honour of the Prophet Eliyahoo Han-
nabi.

8. The seven branched golden candelab-
rum of the Tebernecle called ‘MENO-

RAH'.
9. A separate gallery or accommodation
for ladies is arranged.

10. A raised platform (Tebah) for reading
the prayers to the congregation is
built in the centre.

11. The shield of David.

AHMEDABAD :

1. “MAGEN ABRAHAM” SYNAGOGUE,
Bukhara Moholla, Opp. Parsi Agiary,
AHMEDABAD.

In 1906 a Prayer Hall — donated by Dr.
Solomon Abraham Erulkar. The corner stone of
the Synagogue was laid on 19-10-1933 and the
consecration ceremony was ‘held on 2nd Sep-
tember, 1934.

BOMBAY :
1. “SHAAR HARAHAMIM” — “GATE OF

MERCY” SYNAGOGUE, (1796).

254, Samuel Street, Bombay-400 003.

2. “SHAARE RASON” SYNAGOGUE (1843)

90, . Tantanpura Street,

Bombay-400 003.

For details, please see the article ‘History
of the “Gate of Mercy” Synagogue.

3. “MAGEN DAVID” SYNAGOGUE, (1861)

Sir J. J. Road, Byculla,

Bombay-400 008.

Built from contribution received from the
House of Sassoons.

4. “KENESETH BENE-ISRAEL” PRAYER
HALL (Malyavarchi Masjid) (1872)
Tantanpura Street,

Opp. Shaare Rason Synagogue,
Bombay-400 003.

For details see article
“Gate of Mercy” Synagogue.

5. “KENESETH ELIYAHOO”

SYNAGOGUE, (1884)

Dr. V. B. Gandhi Marg, Fort,

Bombay-400 023.

Built by Sir Jacob Sassoon, son of E. D.
Sassoon.
6. “THE TIPHERETH ISRAEL"”

SYNAGOGUE, (1886)

92, Clarke Road, Bombay-400 011.

In spite of two Bene-lsrael Synagogues in
Bombay the necessity was felt for another Syna-
gogue at Jacob Circle due to the increase in
populafion there. A Prayer Hall known as
Jacob Circle Prayer Hall was started in the
year 1886 in a rented premises of the building
known as Talegaokar Building. Mr. Benjamin
Samson Ashtamkar who was the Hon. Secretary

“History of the

“Religion without joy — it is no religion”.
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of the “Gate of Mercy” Synagogue and
Solomon Benjamin Ghosalkar and their friends
were mainly responsible for building the Prayer
Hall. It came to be known as the ‘Tiphereth
Israel Synagogue’ in 1896. The Synagogue was
consecrated on 23rd March, 1924. This Syna-
gogue has been giving its attention to the
cause of the education of the poor children
ever since its inception and even at times
when its budget did not permit.

7. 'ETZ HAEEM’ PRAYER HALL, (1888)

19, Umarkhadi, 2nd Cross Lane,

Bombay-400 009.

A Synagogue-Prayer Hall — is not only a
House of Prayer, but also a House of Assembly
and a House of Study. With this object in view,
Haeem Samuel Kehimkar, President, Secretary
and Treasurer of the Israelite School (now
known as Sir Elly Kadoorie School) had pro-
vided the Prayer Hall known as ‘ETZ HAEEM’
(ETZ means tree, Haeem means life) in the
School Compound with the objects of :-

(a) giving opportunity for DIVINE Worship
in Hebrew with the understanding of
the meaning,

(b) providing for Sermons and lectures on
Religious subjects,

(c) organising a Choir and reducing Con-
gregational service on more order and
discipline,

(d) helping and initiating publication of
books on Jewish Religion in Marathi,

(e) rendering monetary help to the School.

(f) helping poor students with books and
clothing. Unfortunately, for reasons
unknown, the ‘Prayer Hall’ was shifted
from the School compound after Mr.
Kehimkar’s death in 1908. True to the
object of the Prayer Hall, it continues
to contribute donations to Institutions
that cater to the educational needs of
the poor children.

8. “MAGEN HASIDIM” SYNAGOGUE, (1904)
8, Mohomed Shahid Marg, Agripada,
Bombay-400 011.

Eighteen years after the establishment of
the first Prayer Hall at Jacob Circle, another
Prayer Hall was provided in the same locality
not because of its need but because of diffe-
rences of opinion amongst the members of thn
first Prayer Hall. It was known as ‘“Jacob Circle
New Prayer Hall”, then popularly known as
“Dandoolkar’s Prayer Hall’, since Benjamin
Samson Dandoolkar had played a leading role

in the formation of the New Prayer Hall. A
plot of land was acquired in Madanpura, not
far away from Jacob Circle for building a Syna-
gogue which was consecrated on March 29,
1931. A separate building was constructed later
in the compound of the Synagogue, the upper
two floors of which are loaned to the mem-
bers of the community for holding marriage
and other receptions. It has the largest mem-
bership.

A Pavilion named ‘“Mrs. Rebeccabai Samuel
who was responsible for its construction was
opened for the use of the community in 1983.
This Pavilion, which is in the compound of the
Synagogue is meant for holding recepfions,
staging plays, etc.

9. “RODEF SHALOM” SYNAGOGUE, (1925)

36, Sussex Road, Byculla,

Bombay-400 027.

This is the only synagogue of reformed
Jews and was started by Dr. (Miss) J. Jhirad.

10. “PAREL BENE-ISRAEL PRAYER HALL”

(1930)

This Prayer Hall was closed down in 1978.
There was no membership in the Synagogue.
Exepnses for the maintenance of the Synagogue
were met by donations.

11. “KURLA BENE-ISRAEL PRAYER

HALL,” (1946)

Jewish Colony, 275 S. C. Barve Marg,

Kurla (West), Bombay-400 070.

This is the only Prayer Hall in the Suburbs
oi Bombay.

12. A TEMPORARY PRAYER HALL, (1930)

Bandra, Bombay-400 050.

Dr. E. Moses, Khan Saheb R. Samson and
others staying in Bandra started holding prayers
during High Holidays from New Year to Sim-
hath Torah in a room at Dr. E. Moses’ resi-
dence; later services were held on New Year
Ereb and Yom Kippur only. After the departure
of Mr. Emanuel E. Moses, son of Dr. E. Moses,
a Hall is rented every year for this purpose. A
cemetery was started in 1946. The Prayers men-
tioned above are organised by the Bandra
Jewish Cemetery Trust and the income derived,
as a result of holding the High Holiday services,
is transferred to the Trust.

CALCUTTA :

1. “NEWEH SHALOM” SYNAGOGUE, (1823)
9, Jackson Lane,
Calcutta-700 001.

“Religion — the friend of him who has no friend”.
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2. “BETH-EL” SYNAGOGUE, (1856)
26, Pollack Street,
Calcutta-700 001.

It was built by David Joseph Ezra and
Ezekiel Judah and later renovated and enlar-
ged by Elias Shalome Gubbay at his personal
cost. At one time it had over 100 Sepharims
but today there are only about 30.

3. “MAGEN DAVID” SYNAGOGUE, (1884)
108-A, Canning Street,
Calcutta-700 001.

“Neweh Shalome” Synagogue was in a
bad state for want of repairs. Elias David
Joseph Ezra was requested to build another
Synagogue, which he did in memory of his
father David Joseph Ezra, who died in 1882.
This is the largest Synagogue in the East. A
magnificent structure, its architecture has been
praised by all visitors. The outer walls are of
mellow red grey brick. The interior is Italian
in design and is a unique work of Art. The
pillars adorned on the too with floral designs,
imported from Paris. There are 3 cut-glass
electroliers.

4. “MAGEN ABOTH” SYNAGOGUE, (1897)
25, Blackburn Lane,
Calcutta.

5. “SHA’AREH RASONE” (1933)

It was started by A. Levroy for the con-
venience of those who, for reasons of ill-health,
were unable to go to north Calcutta, where all
the Synagogues are situated.

COCHIN :

1. “JEWISH” SYNAGOGUE, (1345)
Crangonore, Kerala.
(since closed).

2. “PARDESHI” SYNAGOGUE, (1568)
Jew Town, Mattancherry,
Cochin, Kerala.

Built by the descendants of Spanish,
Dutch and other European Jews. It stands on
the grounds near the Palace of the Maharajah
of Cochin, over-looking a Hindu Shrine, which
demonstrates the cordial relations of the Jews
with the people of Kerala. In the construction
of the Synagogue, coconut milk was used in-
stead of water for mixing the mortar. Its gleam-
ing brass pulpit, exquisite willow patterned (no
two identical), Chinese tiles brought from China

in 1760 and the square clock tower with dials
in Hebrew, Malayalam and Roman figures and
the construction of a beautifully gilded and car-
ved Ark to contain the Torah Scrolls. Gleam-
ing silver cases were made for the Torah and
the Golden crowns to cover them. In 1805, the
Maharajah of Travancore presented one of his
crowns to the Synagogue. This is the first Syna-
gogue that is in existence in the commonwealth
and one of the oldest in the world. The Syna-
gogue has been declared as a high historical
monument and a “Tourist Centre” by the Go-
vernment of India.

3. “CHENNAMANGALAM” SYNAGOGUE, (1614)

Jew Street, Chennamangalam,
Cochin, Kerala.
(Rebuilt in 1916: since closed).

4. “PARUR” SYNAGOGUE, (1781)
Jew Street, North Parur,
Cochin, Kerala.

5. THE KUMBAKAM SYNAGOGUE,
Jew Street, Ernakulam,

Cochin, Kerala.
Rebuilt in 1939 (since closed).

6. KADAVUMBAGHAM SYNAGOGUE,

Ernakulam ,Kerala.

Since closed.

A common-feature of all the Synagogues
in Kerala, is to have a Teba or Bimah on the
top and another in the centre of the Synagogue.
The top one is used for reading the law and
for services during the Sabbath and Festivals
and the bottom one is used for the ordinary
daily prayers and Musaph (additional prayers)
on Sabbath and Festivals. It is said that Ezra
was the first to suggest that the Law is to be
read from a raised platform.

DELHI :

1. JUDAH HYAM HALL, (1956)
2, Humayun Road,
New Delhi.

This prayer hall was built by the Jewish
Welfare Association, which was formed in 1949.
It is named as ‘“Judah Hyam Hall” in memory
of the late Khan Bahadur Dr. Judah Hyam, the
father of the donor, Dr. Rachel Judah who
donated a sum of Rs. 4,000/- towards its con-
struction. The Hall also serves as a centre for
Jewish and interfaith studies. For this purpose
an annexe to the Hall was completed and

“All religion relates to life and the life of all religion is to do good”.
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dedicated on 26-12-1979. From this centre, the
Association issues Bulletins on various issues
of Judaism and inter-faith unity. In order to
promote goodwill and understanding among all
religions, it has a well stocked library of books
on all religions and also sacred scriptures of
other religions. Scholars of comparative faiths
and religions are encouraged to have an access
to the Books of this Library. The Silver Jubilee
of the “Judah Hyam Hall” (Synagogue in Delhi)
was celebrated with heartwarming solemnities
on the 6th and 7th February, 1982, at a crow-
ded function with representatives of many faiths
participating.

PUNE :

1. “OHEL DAVID” SYNAGOGUE, (1867)
Synagouge Street, Pune Camp,
PUNE.

This beautiful Synagogue is popularly
known as ‘Lal-Devul’ because the wall outside
is completely red. This was built by Mr. David
Sassoon. The tomb of David Sassoon, founder
of the House of Sassoons is built in the com-
pound of the Synagogue. The Centenary Cele-
brations of the Synagogue were inaugurated by
Dr. Zakir Hussain, the then President of India
in 1967. This is the biggest Synagogue in Ma-
harashtra.

2. “SUCCATH SHELOMO”
SYNAGOGUE, (1921)
93, Rasta Peth,
Pune-411 011.

This is the largest Synagogue of the Bene-
israels. It celebrated its Golden Jubilee on 16th
May, 1971, when Jews from India and abroad
attended the function.

RAIGAD DISTRICT :

1. “MAGEN ABOTH” SYNAGOGUE, (1840)
Alibag.
Rebuilt on 25th December, 1910

2. “BETH-EL” SYNAGOGUE, (1842)
Rewdanda.
Rebuilt in 1876.

3. “BETH-EL” SYNAGOGUE, (1849)
Mirchi Galli, M. G. Road,
Panvel-410 206.

“Beth-el” means House of Almighty God.
This Synagogue is one of the oldest in the
Konkan District. This Synagogue has a special
significance of its own. It is believed by many
that whatever vows are taken i.e. prayer for a
child etc. are fulfilled and the parties concern-
ed perform Eliyahoo Hannabi ceremony after
the fulfilment of their vows.

P.S.:- These first three Synagogues, built in
Konkan District were due to the inspira-
tion and encouragement received from
Hacham Shelomo Shurrabi, who was
Hazan of the Shaare Rason Synagogue.
He died in 1856.

4, “KENESSETH ISRAEL”
SYNAGOGUE, (1849)
Taley, Ghosaley,
Mangaon.
Burnt in 1852 and rebuilt in 1876.
(Since closed).

5. TALEY GHOSALE (1852)
Borley.
(Since closed).

6. “HESED-EL” SYNAGOGUE, (1860)
Poynad, Konkan.
Rebuilt in 1933. (since closed)

7. “BETH-HAELOHIM” SYNAGOGUE, (1863)
PEN.

The name means The House of God.
Prior to the building of the Synagogue a Prayer
Hall was opened. Sutkel Kandlekar donated a
piece of land for the erection of the Synagogue,
which was built at the expenses of Hannabai
Haeem Divekar. It was rebuilt on 9th March,
1893.

8. “SHAARE SHALOM” SYNAGOGUE, (1869)
Borlai Hubshi, Janjira.
“Shaare Shalom” means the Gates of
Peace (since closed).

9. AMBEPUR” SYNAGOGUE, (1874)
Ambepur (Cheul).
Rebuilt in 1884. (since closed).

10. “BETH-EL” SYNAGOGUE, (1882)
Ashtami, Taley Roha.
(since closed).

“It is when we're in misery that we revere God. The prosperous seldom do so”.
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11. TALEY KHAR SYNAGOGUE, (1892)
Chorde.
(Since closed)
Built by Haeem Samuel Penkar.

12. “ORLE-ISRAEL” SYNAGOGUE (1896),
Nandgaon.
Rebuilt in 1945. (Since closed).

13. “SHAAR HATHEPHILAH"
SYNAGOGUE (1921),
Mhasla.

THANE :

1. SHAAR HASHAMAIM
(“GATE OF HEAVEN”) SYNAGOGUE (1879)
Tembi Naka, Thane.

PAKISTAN :
1. “MAGEN SHALOM” SYNAGOGUE (1893),

Jamila Street and Nishtar Road,
Karachi 3.

It was built by Mr. Solomon David Umarde-
kar. At that time Karachi was in the Indian
Territory. This is the only Synagogue in Karachi,
now in Pakistan. This Synagogue Building was
extended in 1912 at the expense of Mr. Ger-
shone Solomon Umardekar and his brother
Rahamin Solomon Umardekar, sons of the
founder.

A community hall built by Abraham Reuben
Kamerlekar in memory of Shegulabai Solomon
Umardekar and was named as ‘SHEGULABAI
HALL’ after her.

The first Hazan of the Synagogue was
Samuel Moses Nagavkar. Hananiel Moses Benja-
min Gadkar was also a Hazan for many years.
The Karachi Jewish community also provided a
Hebrew School in 1916; Nathan Abraham Hall
in 1918, and formed Karachi Jewish Syndicate
in 1918 with the object of providing Houses
to Jews at reasonable rents.

NUMBER OF SYNAGOGUES IN INDIA

BENE ISRAELS

Prior to 1950 Present
Ahmedabad 1 1
Bombay 8 7
Delhi 1 1
Pune 1 1
Raigad District 13 5
Thane 1 1
Pakistan 1 o
TOTAL *26 16

IRAQI JEWS COCHIN JEWS
Prior to 1950 Present
2 6 2
**5 Calcutta Kerala
1
8 6 2

* Keneseth Bene Israel Prayer Hall which re-joined the “Gate of Mercy” iin 1905, is not

included.

*+ Minian is arranged by rotation in the five Synagogues on Sabbath.

“Religion is the dominion of the Soul. It is the hope of life, the anchor of- safety,
the deliverence of the soul”.
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WHAT IS A SYNAGOGUE ?

By RABBI Dr. SHALOM COLEMAN

INTRODUCTION :

RABBI Dr. SHALOM COLEMAN of Perth,
Hebrew Congregation, Western Australia has
recently published a book “WHAT IS A SYNA-
GOGUE?” Earlier he had published : 1) “WHAT
EVERY JEW SHOULD KNOW!” and 2) “WHAT
IS A JEWISH HOME ?”

Rabbi Coleman had visited Delhi, Bombay
and Cochin in 1970 and was given a community
reception in Bombay under the auspices of the
Central Jewish Board of India. He is a great
admirer of Indian Jews, particularly the Bene-
Israels.

Since we are publishing the Book in com-
memoration of the 185th Celebration of our
Synagogue, we thought it would be appropriate
to reproduce certain important excerpts from
“WHAT IS A SYNAGOGUE?” in this book.
NOTE : If the reader peruses this article, he
will observe that some of the things mentioned
in it were either practiced in the past or are
still in vogue in the Bene-Israel Synagogues i.e.

(@) SYNAGOGUE AS HOUSE OF LEARNING :

A frame is hung near the Hekhai with
Hebrew letters, meaning ot which is “THIS
IS THE HOUSE OF THE LORD WHERE
THE PIOUS COME TO LEARN”.

(b) USE OF THE SYNAGOGUE AS A HOSPI-
TALITY CENTRE FOR WAYFARERS :

This practice was observed by all the
Synagogues in earlier times and is still
being practiced by a few.

(c) HAZZAN SAMMASH AND GABBAI :

The functions performed by these were the
same as mentioned in the article.

(d) ADMINISTRATION :

In the early days, the administration of the
“Gate of Mercy” Synagogue, ‘‘Shaare
Rason’’ Synagogue and ‘“‘Kenneseth Bene-
Israel” Prayer Hall was carried on by Kam-
modan Muccadam and Choglas on the same
lines as outlined in the article.

HISTORICAL ORIGINS :

The origin of the Synagogue is really veiled
in obscurity. Josephus puts it as far back as
Moses, a factor confirmed by a writer of New
Testament also. That it was one of the earliest
of all other forms or places of worship is weli
recognised. Its pattern is cradled in the ‘Sanc-
tuary of Moses’ time and certainly that of the
Holy Temple of Jerusalem. But the Synagogue
is not a temple. It is a meeting house and Rab-
binic literature numbers 480 in one text and 394
in another at the time of the destruction of the
Second Temple by Titus in 70 C.E. There are
scholars who date the origin of the Synagogue
to 950 BCE in the time of Solomon (J. Wein-
green), and others select a much later date—
during the Hellenistic period (M. Friedlander).
From the evidence available the foundation of
the institution is probably the result of the
assemblies which were gathered in the Baby-
lonian exile. Prophet Ezekiel had already
gone into that exile wih Jechoiachin 11 years
before Nebuchadnezzar destroved Jerusalem and
the Solomonic Temple in 586 BCE, and the
groups he addressed was probably the begining
of what later developed into assemblies for
prayer and instruction.

NOTE:

In the Jewish Calendar for the year
5740/1979-80, published by The World
Zionist Organisation, Bureau for Cultural
Services to Communities, a photograph
of the doors of the Synagogue of Abra-
ham, the Patriarch at Hebron has
appeared on the last page, month of
Elul. The doors were brought from Gaza
in 1835. They were beautifully carved
with typical Arab designs on sycamore
wood. The doors disappeared during the
destruction of the Jewish community of
Hebron in the riots of 1929. The Syna-
gogue from which they came in Gaza
was destroyed and its stones were re-used
in 1935 to build the citadel in Ashkelon.

(Compiler of the Book)

“Every man, either to his tenor or consolation has some sense of religion”.
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NAMES FOR SYNAGOGUE:

It was also a “House of Assembly” or “Bet-
haknesset” and both terms are used as far back
as Ben-Sira, author of the Apocryphal work
Ecclesiasticus” or “Wisdom” of Joshua son of
Sirach”. From its inception the Synagogue was
the meeting house of the Jewish people in com-
munity, just as the home is the meeting house of
the family. They are relaxed, or should be in
both. It also explains why the decorum of a
Synagogue sometimes falls short of much that is
to be desired, not because Jewish people should
treat it with the sort of ominous silence, over-
done in some areas, but because the conversa-
tions often drowns out the voice of the incumbent
leading the Services. As the strictness with
which decorum achieves the dignity of the House
of Prayer, it is the relaxation in discussion of
Torah and in study of the Scriptures, which
achieves the essence of the Bethamidrash. It is
in the abuse of both for different purposes that
can drive people from them. The most common
translation of the Hebrew term Bethak'nesset
or House of Assembly is the word ‘““Synagogue”
from a Greek root meaning ‘“Meeting House”.
The influence of the Greek term does much to
express the suggestion that the institution was
familiar in the Hellenistic period. Nevertheless

there are references in the Old Testament to

such gatherings as have been described, e.g. the
Psalmist writes of Israel’s enemies; “They have
set Thy Sanctuary on fire........ They have burned
up all the Meeting places of G-d in the land”
and the following comment is very pertinent
“Not satisfied with destroying the Temple, they
proceeded to burn all the meeting places of G-d
in the land”, it seems improbable that the pious
men of Israel had nothing else than the Temple
to serve their religious needs. Although the Bibie
has no record of them, there must have been
places where they met even informally to study
the sacred writings. There is another passage
which also makes interesting reading: “Thus
saith the Lord G-d”, says the Prophet ... -5
“although | have scattered them among the coun-
tries, yet have | been to them as a little sanc-
tuary in the countries where they are come”, and
a scholar writes: “To the humiliating allegation
of the inhabitants of Jerusalem, that the exiles
being far removed from the Temple, forfeited
the Fatherhood and protection of G-d, comes the
Divine retort, that they still preserve their rela-

tionship to Him by means of their Houses of
Worship and Houses of Learning, each of them
serving the purpose of a miniature Temple in
which the spirit of G-d was present”. It is with
reference to this work that the Synagogue is
often called “a little sanctuary”. It also explains
how the institution grew in the lands of the
dispersion and took the place of a central
Shrine. The Synagogue, however, in the Dia-
spora, developed into that sort of “meeting
house” where, in addition to study and prayer,
it became a place for announcements, for social
and cultural meetings, and discussions, even
matters concerning the commercial life of people.
It was the “platform” for many speakers on
Jewish causes, not least of which is Zionism.
Charity appeals and fund-raising activities are
also helped by virtue of such functions being
conducted in the auditorium of a. Synagogue. It
would be fair to say that as the Temple of
Jerusalem centralised the nation Israel, and hun-
dreds of thousands still visit the last surviving
wall of the Herodian Temple, so the Synagogue
has become the most important centralising
structure for the Jewish communities’ meeting
there in districts all over the waorld.

ANCIENT SYNAGOGUES :

From the evidence now in existence there
must have been hundreds of small Synagogues
where Jews met for study and prayer during the
period of the Second Temple. One of them was
actually on the Temple Mount, and the New
Testament records the “Synagogue of the Freed-
men” at Jerusalem which had included people
from Cyrene and Alexandria.

The use of the Synagogue as a hospitality
centre for the wayfarer is expressed to this day
by the Kiddush, a ceremony over a cup of wine
to inaugurate the Shabbath of Festival meal recit-
ed at the conclusion of the Evening Service.

SYNAGOGUES BY THE SEA :

Josephus mentions a custom among Hellenic
Jewish Communities of building their houses of
worship near the sea.

The largest synagogue building before the
destruction of the temple was the Great Syna-
gogue of Alexandria in which Caligula demand-
ed an effigy of himself to be adored as a deity.
It was destroyed by Trajan (98-117 CE), and

“That religion is good which teaches man to be good”.
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according to Philo it was only one of many. The
Talmud explains, in the name of Rabbi Judah,
“He who has not seen the double-colonnade (the
basilica — Synagogue) of Alexandria in Egypt
nas never seen the glory of Israel”. It was said
that it was like a huge basilica, one colonnade
within the other, and it sometimes held twice the
number of people that went forth from Egypt.
There were in it 71 Cathedras of gold corres-
ponding to the 71 members of the Great Sen-
hedrin, not one of them containing less than
twentyone talents of gold, and a wooden plat-
form in the middle upon which the attendant of
the Synagogue stood with a scarf in his hand.
When the time came to answer Amen he waved
his scarf and all the congregation duly
responded.

Morever they did not occupy their seais
promiscuously, but goldsmiths sat separately,
silversmiths separately, blacksmiths separately.
metal workers separately and weavers separately,
so that when a poor man entered the place he
recognized -the members of his craft and on
applying to that quarter obtained a livelihood
for himself and for the members of his family.

SYNAGOGUES OUTSIDE ISRAEL :

With the evidence available, although there
is some conflict, a synagogue was probably in
existence in the 2nd pre-Christian century on
the Island of Delos in the Cyladeon group in
the Aegian Sea. There is an epigraph deaiing
with the Jewish community, which refers to
an instruction from Lucius, Consul of the
Romans, to King Ptolemy VI warning the various
kings and states ‘“not to molest them nor attack
them or their towns or their country” ...
There appear to have been synagogues named
after Roman notability such as Agrippa, the
Emperor’'s son-in-law, another named after the
Roman procurator of Syria, Volumnius, vyet
another after Herod, King of Judea and friend
of Augustus. The names bear testimony to the
date these synagogues were founded.

There are records which indicate that
Synagogues from the pre-Christian period exis-
ted at Antioch and Damascus. Others were
known to exist in Greece. For example a marble
block with the inscription ‘Sinagoga Ebraion’ was
discovered by archaeologistss at the foot of

the steps leading upto the ancient gateway
of the city of Corinth. So also synagogues
existed on the lIsland of Cyprus.

in the Holy land, when the Temple was
destroyed, it has been suggested that the
Tomb of David on Mount Zion was a Syna-
gogue. In the year 60 CE there were less
than two million Jews in Israel and about
three million in other areas, such as Babylon,
Asia Minor, North Africa, Egypt and what are
today known as Yugoslavia, ltaly and Spain.
They looked to the Temple as their central
cshrine. With its destruction the synagogue
tock on a much more important role. It became
the meeting place for all religious activities.
While the Jew prayed for the restoration of the
Temple of Jerusalem, and still does, the Syna-
gogue, though not a substitute for the Temple,
nevertheless contains many appurtenences and
ritual which significantly symbolise those of the
Holy Temple of Jerusalem. They in turn made the
portable Tabernacle or Sanctuary of Moses’
time a fixed Holy Place “in the place which
He shall choose”.

RESPECT FOR TORAH SCROLLS :

In the Synagogue of Ashkenazim, the cus-
tocm is to perambulate around the central plat-
form or “Bimah”, enabling the worshippers to
kiss the Scroll or bow towards it in reverence
for the Torah, and the bells incorporated in the
“Rimonim” or “Keter” warn the Worshippers of
its impending arrival. For the Torah the whole
Congregation stands in awe and respect.

In Sephardi Synagogue scrolls are not
carried around the Synagogues as in the Ashke-
nazi custem, but instead are opened and held
high with the parchment and column of reading
facing the Congregation on the West, the North
and the South. While in Shephardi Synagogues
exhibiting the Scrolls in this manner inaugurates
the public readings, in Ashkenazi Synagogues it
serves to indicate the conclusion of the reading.

ETERNAL LAMP :

In order to symbolise the Almighty’s pre-
sence in the Synagogue a lamp is suspended in
front of the Ark. It is called “The Perpetual
Lamp” — in Hebrew “Ner Tamid”, and so the
Rabbinic dictum “‘the preservation of the perpe-
tual light in the Synagogue is a testimony to ali

“A man’s religion is the truth he’ lives habitua lly, sub-consciously and consciously”.
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future generations that the Divine Presence
rests on lIsrael”. for the source of all light is
the Almighty. The situation of the lamp in early
times, appears to have faced westward but
quite unlike the separate lamp it is today, had
an association with the seven-branch candela-
brum called the ‘“Menora” central to it, and was
in fact an integral part of it. It was then called
“Haner Ha-Ma’aravi” or “The Western Lamp”,
and Maimonides describes it as such. The view
however, is by no means universal, and accord-
ing to Abraham son of David (ibn David) Halevi
and Rashi, the Ner Hama’aravi was not the
middle lamp but referred to the second branch
from the Western end of the Menora. At any
rate the Ner Hama’aravi was continually burn-
ing and was made a ‘“perpetual light” (Ner
Tamid) from which, at eventide, all other
lamps were kindled. Such was the position in
Temple times. The reason why the Western
Lamp was in front of the Parochet, i.e. the
overchanging veil of the Ark of the Testimony.
was ‘“to testify to all mankind (lit those who
enter the world) that the Divine Presence rests
in Israel”. The passage continues to explain
in the name of Rab : “That was the Western
branch of the candelabrum in which the same
quantity of oil was poured as into the rest, and
yet he kindled (the others) from it and ended
therewith”. Half a log of oil was poured into
each branch which was estimated to burn
through the longest night. Thus by the morn-
ing they were extinguished. The following even-
ing the priest cleaned out the old wicks, poured
in fresh oil, and relit it, yet this western branch
was still burning when he came to clean them
out, which was done last of all. This was the
miracle which testified to the Divine Presence
in Israel. The connection between the perpe-
tual lamp and the Menora ceased with the des-
truction of the Temple. The seven branch
candelabrum was never reproduced as part
of the Synagogue ritual equipment, and the
perpetual lamp was now a separate single lamp
occupying the same prominent position in front
of the Ark and veil as it did in its original form.
In Synagogues today electric light bulbs substi-
tute the oil as fuel, but Levy makes a wvalid
point when he comments that electricity may
well threaten the perpetuity of the light, par-
ticularly in these times of fuel strikes “where
as a carefully tended oil lamp would be more
reliable.”” However, an automatic change over

tc an emergency service is sometimes installed
to overcome the deficiency of electrical failures.

THE SEVEN BRANCH CANDELABRUM :

“In remembrance of the destruction of the
Temple” appurtenances used in the Temple are
never used in the Synagogue. This accounts for
the fact that the Menora, or seven branch can-
delabrum is never used when such candelabra
are of the same shape and material, i.e. metal,
as the original. In such a case for ornamental
reasons six, eight or nine branch candelabra
are used.

HANUKKAH LAMP :

In the case of a Hanukkah lamp, nine bran-
ches are used to celebrate the Feast of Lights
or Dedication, referring to the miracle when a
cruse of oil, normally lasting 24 hours, continued
to burn for 8 days and nights during the re-
dedication of the Holy Temple by the Macca-
bees, during the war with Antiochus IV and the
Syrio-Greeks. The nine branch Menora is often
called a ‘““Hanukiya” to distinguish it from the
seven branch candlestick and at the same time
the name reflects the Festival for which it is
used. Of interest in the fact that King Solomon
had made an additional ten such candelabra in
gold, five on the right of the original Menora,
and five on the left. The Rabbis also explain
that during the life of Simon the Just the “West-
ern Branch Lamp” was burning, but when he
died some-times it was extinguished and at others
it burned. Also there is evidence that, in the Syna-
gogues of Galilee surviving the Destruction,
there were pictures of the Menora, and that
the Jewish people in their Synagogues obser-
ved the Commandment “to cause a lamp to
burn continually” as an everlasting statute for
all your generations in memory of the Sanc-
tuary. It has also been suggested that the
regularity of the practice of burning a lamp
continually was because no sun-light fell into
the Sanctuary and it was essential to have
at least one light there for practical reasons.
It has also been observed that the Ner Tamid
— The Perpetual Lamp, symbolises Israel
whose mission is to become “a light of the
nations”. That the Ner Tamid, as a symbolic
reminder of the Menorah was suspended in
front of the Ark from its niche in the Western
wall, does not occur before the 18th century.

“| would rather think of my religion as a gamble than to think of it as an insurance
premium®.
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ANGELS :

A word about angels as they appear in
Judaism would not be out of place as we
discuss the symbolism of the Synagogue for
as they appear in the Scripture, so too there
are many references in particular in the Jewish
liturgy and prayers. Angels in the early sources
are nameless. Later they bear such names
as the Archangels Gabriel, Michael, Uriel
and Rapael. They are the only angels named
in the Jewish Prayer Book and are often found
asscciated in the Apocalypses. Each of the names
have a meaning which describes his title. For
example Michael “Who is like G-d” : : the tutelary
Prince of Israel. Gabriel lit, “man of G-d”, Uriel
— “Fire of G-d”’, and Raphael — angel of heat-
ing” from the Hebrew root. The Bible however
has no concept of salvation through apotheoses
in the manner of pagan mysteries. The idea of
a mystic union with G-d, yearning for his grace
and revelation, but actual absorption into Him,
is unknown in Judaism. On the pother hand,
later Jewish eschatology does not treat of
man’s aspiration to the status of angels. Zecha-
riah, for example sees enigmatic visions and
dreams, and his angel explains them. An
angel interprets the vision of the four beasts
to Daniel. Gabriel explains to him the vision
oi the ram. The visions of Amos and Jeremiah
belong to the same category. The symbol is
the background for prophecy. The prophet does
not apply his wisdom to unravel the meaning
of the symbol. The Divine interpretation is what
really counts. The Almighty reveals its meaning.
So also in the dreams of Joseph and Daniel
G-d Himself reveals their meaning. In lIsrael’s
thought process, whatever the angel, whatever
the spirit, and the Psalms in particular reflect
it, all are events of the Divine Being. The Psal-
mist says’ “He maketh the wind his messengers,
his ministers flaming fire”. The word ‘angel’ and
‘messenger’ into what we understand by ‘angel’
(a more or less super-human being entrusted
with a mission) is marked by the addition of
the name of G-d, thus we find “the angel of
the Lord”. “Sons of G-d” is a title for angels
in Scripture. Angels are described as Holy
Ones”. The angels, in Judaism, and their
use in the liturgy, make them instruments of
Divine beneficence. They are charged by G-d
to protect men and Jacob speaks of the angel
“who delivered me from all evil”. That there

are many angels is testified to in Gen. 32 : 3
where he meets a host of them. They were
distinguished by several classes. For example,
the “Seraphim”, from a root ‘“to burn” may
have the meaning of fiery creatures or winged
serpents. ‘‘Hayyot” from Hebrew root “to live”
may mean ‘living creatures” as described in
Ezekiel's vision ch. 1.

THE MENORAH :

Israel’s true symbol of identification, and
the President’s coat-of-arms in the State of
Israel is the Menorah. The Torah explains that by
command of the Lord, Bezalel of the tribe of
Judah, who was filled “with the spirit of G-d, in
wisdom, in understanding and in knowledge,
and in all manner of workmanship, and to
devise skilful works, to work in gold and silver
and in brass, and in cutting stones for setting,
and in carving of wood, to work in all manner
of skilful workmanship”, was called to perform
the holy task of fashioning it alongwith other
important appurtenances of the Sanctuary.
The Rabbis infer from the text that the Menorah
was beaten out of one solid block of gold. It
was therefore one piece. It was not made up of
a number of pieces first of all prepared sepa-
rately and then beaten and welded together as
one. A craftsman’s hand indeed, and only such
an artist of his devotion and dedication could
achieve it. The Torah explains fully the design
of the Menorah. The central shaft had three
branches emerging from it on both sides so that
all seven lamps were on a straight line. The
three lamps on the right and the three on the
left all curved inwards towards the lamp on the
central shaft so that all the flames. on the right
and on the left, would blend together making
the central flame blaze as cne great light uni-
fying all seven. Seven is the number of days
of creation, and seven lamps would indicate
completeness for each of these days. The pat-
tern was such as to have been revealed by the
Almighty Himself, explains the Midrash, to Moses
in a vision of fire. It was a shape of the nature
representing the sacred tree of knowledge
and in every generation has always captivated
Israel’s spirit of imagination. Every branch of
learning and symbolically all the 7 branches
together represent the fusion of all knowledge
the source of which lies in the Holy One, bles-
sed be He, who is light and knowledge per-
sonified at its very source.

Religion is the best armour in the world, but the worst cloak.
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AMEN :

It was necessary to keep up with the Rea-
der and to respond to every blessing with the
universal “Amen”. The word Amen is from a
Hebrew root “to believe” and the word “truth”
—"“Emet” is also derived from it. The Rabbis
recommend 100 blessings a day from a word
play on the passage ‘“what does the Lord ask
of you”, and consider that David had enacted
it. By responding with Amen to every blessing
is confirmation of the blessing itself, and
therefore would be included in the number. The
real basis of the statement however is as
Abrahams writes : ‘“‘the assembled people sig-
nify by it their firm assent to, and personal
participation  in, the sentiments which have
been pronounced”.

How Amen is to be uttered :

Our Rabbis taught, the Amen uttered in response
should be neither hurried, nor curtailed, nor
orphaned”. This is explained to mean that the
word should not be slurred, the last letter ‘N’
should be pronounced clearly, and not said sim-
ply because others are responding and he has
not heard the blessing itself. In Jewish teaching
“Amen” expresses: ‘“The blessing which the
Reader is reciting is true and | believe in it”.
In respect of the standing prayer of the Eight-
een Benedictions, the passage continues to
explain that with the response Amen two things
are intended (1) the blessing is true and
(2) may it be the Will of G-d that the words
will be believed speedily”. The Rabbis warn
against responding Amen to any blessing from
a “Cuthean” or non-Jew unless the whole of
it has been heard, for fear that he may have
made an allusion to Mount Gerizim where he
worshipped a dove, or some other pagan refe-
reice denying the unique Oneness of the G-d
of Israel. In such large Synagogues, as has
be:n explained of the Great Synagogue of
Al xandria in ancient times, an official stood
on a platform and waved a flag at the moment
wk :n the Congregational Amen was to be

utt red.
TH : HAZZAN :

First of the Synagogue officials, after the
Rabi, is the Hazzan. The term is now-a-days

translated as Cantor, but when one traces its
origin he was a lot more. In temple times, his
full title is “Hazzan Hak’nesset” and as such
was “overseer of the Synagogue”. On the Day
of Atonement ‘“He lifts up the Sefer Torah
(from the Ark) gives it to the Head of the
Synagogue, who in turn gives it to his deputy,
who in turn gives it to the High Priest. This
procedure was in order to give honour to the
High Priest since the whole service is per-
formed by him on Yom Kippur. From the verbal
root “Hazah” lit, “see” in word and vision, the
word Hazzan came to mean ‘‘superintendent”
supervising children at their studies. He was an
expert in the reading of Torah and Tanach, and
had a knowledge of Haggadot, Halachot, Midrash
and all Berachot. In fact he was also called
a ‘““Hacham Batorah” — “Sage of the Torah”,
and his place was standing on the Bimah.
This we learn from the Great Synagogue of
Alexandria where he waved a scarf in his
hand when he reached the place where
“Amen” had to be proclaimed. In the academy
debates he was the one who announced the
order of proceedings. He was the crier and the
janitor, and so the Rabbis “said to R. Zison
the Hazzan ‘say Begin (the debate)’. On Erev
Shabbat he stood on the roof-top and blew the
Shofar to announce the Shabbat and summon
the people to prayer. The custom ceased in
Babylon since the Jewish community lived
among the gentiles. The Talmud also recounts
that at one time the Hazzan used to knock on
the houses to summon the people to prayer in
the Synagogue, and the instrument he - used
had its permanent place in the Holy Ark, but
the practice was forbidden on the night of
Shabbat. The custom subsequently changed
from “knocking” to “calling”. In the Synagogues
he was the Superintendent of prayer meetings,
and apart from giving the signal for responses,
as has already been mentioned, he assigned
seats, and therefore acted in much the same
capacity as today’s “Shammash” — beadle or
sexton. In fact the Mishnah calls Hazzanim
“Shammashim’”. Furthermore in the Rabbinic
courts he was the ‘“crier” or *‘Sheriff”. He coll-
ected the votes and executed punishment and
performed the task of flagellation. It was not
always possible for an expert person to be found
in the Congregation to conduct the prayers, for
he prayed by heart, and so the Hazzan Hak’nes-
set was made also a ‘Sh’liach Tsibur’, and he

et

“Religion is in the heart not in the knee”.
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was obliged to read the Torah, during the pub-
lic readings, particularly on Shabbat in order
not to shame anyone.

The procedure has been explained as
follows: The Hazzan reads half of the verse of
“Shema” and the Congregation repeats it and
completes it from begining to end. This would
also have influenced the response “Blessed be
the Name of His Glorious Kingdom for ever and
ever’. The Hazzan began ‘“Shema Yisrael” and
the congregation said ‘“Hear O lIsrael the Lord
Our G-d the Lord is one”. The Hazzan then res-
ponded ‘“Blessed be the Nare of His Glorious
Kingdom for ever and ever” and the verses were
divided between the Hazzan and the worshippers.
With the increasing work load the ‘“Hazzan Hak’-
nesset” was receiving during the course of the
Talmudic period, it was inevitable that in the
post-Talmudic period the term Hazzan came into
its own as the Cantor of the Synagogue, to
conduct prayers alone, while all the other
duties enumerated were left to another official
called “Shammash” — “beadle”. Before we turn
to “Shammash” however it is interesting to note
that according to scholars there was a dwel-
ling for the Hazzan in every Synagogue build-
ing in the early years, no doubt because, as
overseer, he would have had the security of the
building also to deal with among his many other
duties. He also called the priesthood to the
platform when it was time for the priestly bene-
diction. However it was not until the 14th C. that
the office of reader became a professional
calling.

THE SHAMMASH :

In the days of the Sanctuary, and sub-
sequently in the Holy Temple of Jerusalem, the
work of the beadle would have been handled by
the Levites. According to the Scripture one of
their duties made them “Keepers of the gates
of the Tabernacle” and they “were over the work
of the Service”, also their fathers “being over
the host of the Lord were keepers of the entry”
The service of the Shammash, however, is treat-
ed like all others of the Holy Service, and while
the work of the Hazzan Hak’nesseth included
the work of the Shammash .of the Synagogue,
as the official is now called, none of the ori-
ginal spirit involved in that work in the days
of the Temple has been lost. It is under the

category of ‘“Avodat Hakodesh”. However as
the Hazzan Hak’nesset was designated to sum-
mon the people to prayer in the early days, in
Gaonic times it was already the duty of the
“Shammash” to rouse the congregation by knock-
ing on doors, and the division by that time
was already complete. The Shammash in his
role of keeping the Synagogue in order, caring
fcr all the rituals, and the lamps and Torah
Scrolls, would have to know the order of the
Service, and make the Torah Scrolls ready for
their appropriate readings. He is the first to
open the Synagogue and the last to leave. He
performed the errands of the Rabbi and the
leaders of the Congregation. He attended
public and private affairs as they affect the
Congregation, and in this way became an al-
most indispensable figure. To many he is a
confidant much more than any octher official,
and because of it, sometimes has more power
than the office he holds is considered to war-
rant. Too often, however, the beadle is overlooked
by members of the Congregation he serves at
times of joyous celebrations, especially as most
if not all of them, have had occasion to meet
him with their requirements, which he has been
ready to comply with, co-operate and assist.

SYNAGOGUE ORGANISATION

The Synagogue is the Congregation’s
permanent home, but the Congregation is a
voluntary organisation and speaks for the reli-
gious Jewish community. As the religious offi-
cials are elected by the membership, so too the
lay leaders likewise are elected in accordance
with the democratic rules and constitution of the
members. These lay officials are responsible for
the administration of the Congregation as the
Rabbi, with the assistance of his colleagues
and staff, is responsible for the religious needs
in accordance with Jewish traditional beliefs
and discipline. That there was always a part-
nership between religious and lay leadership
is testified as far back as the period of the
exile, for we learn from both Jeremiah and his
younger contemporary Ezekiel, that almost im-
mediately after the Babylonian settlement, there
was a group of “elders” who together with priest
and prophet, were in charge of all local and
general Jewish affairs. Among them would
have been ‘“heads of fathers’ houses” who led
the returning exiles under Zerubabel and Ezra.
A general convocation of the exiles scattered

In religion, as in friendship, they who profess most are the least sincere.
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over a vast area from Egypt to the Iranian pla-
teau was impossible. Popular gatherings in indi-
vidual communities, therefore, were very fre-
quent. The gatherings was known as “edah”
It was composed of males readily available
for Divine Service, but who would easily voice
an opinion on any matter of importance to the
Congregation or community at large.

The individual assemblies would have had
their own chiefs or heads, and a central autho-
rity to appoint them, even as in Elephantine
the communal leadership as a whole and not
the captains of individual detachments, had
supervised the administration of the Colony.
However lay leaders seem to have been in
charge of all fund collections.

ADMINISTRATION :

In former times administration of smaller
communities was entrusted to a single elder,
at the most two or three, although some Rabbis
advocated at least seven. In the large ones
greater specialisation was required and officers
were elected to deal with fiscal, judicial, religious
and charitable matters. Occasionally the gene-
ral board was divided into an administrative
committee and a sort of legislative council. In
the former there were between two and five

rarely seven or more officers. The term ‘gabbai”
was the Hebrew title for such officials and is
the title given today to the President of the
Board of Management of the Synagogue. In
addition there were special supervisors of the
Synagogue, the communal schools, charities and
the like. The officers of the Board deal with
the accounts, the constitution, and all the ad-
ministration affairs of the Congregation.

JERUSALEM AND THE BENE ISRAELS

“The dream of our life is the reconstruc-
tion of Jerusalem and the country of which
it forms the natural capital. Happy, there-
fore, shall be the day for the Jews and
the Bene lIsraels when the proud dream
of theirs is realized, and glorious will be
the condition of Palestine when Jerusalem
is rebuilt by the Chosen People of God.
But until this desired event is brought to
pass, the Bene Israels, as well as all the
Jews on the face of the Earth, loyally re-
gard the country in which they are living
as their Fatherland”.

Haeem Samuel Kehimkar said this 51
years before the birth of the State of Israel.

TRUTH AND HUMANITY

“A story is related, of old, that a young
Jew was once taken captive, and was carried
away to a distant land and sold as a slave.
Cut off from his people, excluded from society
and steeped in anxiety he passed his days in
misery. Among the treasures which the city
possessed, a rare scroll was found which none
could read. It was suggested that the slave
might be asked if he would be able to read it.
The scroll was taken to him; he saw it; he
knew it. His mind was filled with emotion. He
held it close to his heart, embraced it and kiss-
ed it. For it was the scroll of the Torah that
was taught to him in his early days”.

“In a manner likewise it happened with
the Bene Israel when the light of Judaism first
dawned on them in their Indian Exile. They were
roused from their long wintery sleep; and as
the dew and rain revive the seemingly dead
grass, so the revival of religion stirred them

up to activity. With a zealous devotion they
looked forward and clung to among the diverse
teachings of the Torah, the SPIRIT OF SHEMA.
When Jacob the Patriarch, just before his death
suspected defects in his sons, he asked them,
“Is there possibly, amongst you any who are
unworthy to rank as my chidren by not believing
in God’s UNITY?”. Then the sons all unani-
mously answered and said : “HEAR, O ISRAEL,
THE LORD OUR GOD THE LORD IS ONE”. Then
the hoary Patriarch fervently exclaimed : “BLES-
SED BE THE NAME OF THE GLORY OF HIS
KINGDOM FOR EVER AND EVER”. The first
words, a Jewish lad is taught to lisp are the
Shema. The last words uttered in the hearing
of dying son or daughter of Israel are also the
Shema”.

(Excerpts from the sermon delivered by the
late Prof. Ezekiel Moses Ezekiel Talkar at the
consecration ceremony of ‘“Succath Shelomo”
Synagogue, Pune, on May 29, 1921).

Reading without reflecting is like eating without digesting. — Edmond Burke.
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SPECIAL PRAYERS AT THE 185TH ANNIVERSARY
OF
“GATE OF MERCY” SYNAGOGUE
25-10-1981
The following is the English version of the Hebrew Prayers:

“Blessed is the Lord, Our God of lIsrael, who has allowed us tc
enjoy this 185th Anniversary of His Holy House in which we and
our fathers have been praying and praising His Great Name these
185 years. Blessed is He who has strengthened our faith in His
Unity and in His Holy Law, and has separated us for His glory for
his service, and for sanctifying His blessed name by which we
are called. Blessed is the Keeper of the Covenant and Mercy,
which He swore unto our fathers, and has turned away that mercy
from us, who has not made an end of our exile, but has preserved
our remnants in the countries of all nations.”

“O Thou, who abidest in the praises of Israel, Cause Thy face to
shine upon Thy people of Israel, when Thou Hast chosen to be a
peculiar treasure unto Thee; upon Thy servants, who sing together
this day praises to Thy Name; and upon this house, which is called
“SHAAR HARAHAMIM”. Every time when the children of The
Covenant come to this House to entreat Thee, open to them the
gates of Thy Mercy, and hear their prayer as that of King Solomon
when he built Thy Holy Temple; and bless them to verify Thy
word saying ‘In every place where | record my name, | will come
unto Thee and bless Thee’. Heavenly Father! Send Thy Light

and Truth upon the flock of Thy commandments, and in the way
of Life. Remove jealousy and envy from amongst them and plant

love and brotherhood among them, that each man may see to the
welfare of his neighbour, and wish for peace and follow it”. Amen.

Note :- The wording of the Special Prayers is the same as that was
recited at the Centenary Celebration of the Synaaccoue held on
13-5-1896 except for the change in the dates of celebration.

The Prayers were composed in Hebrew and recited by the
late Mr. Joseph Ezekiel Rajpurkar.

“We are guilty of many errors and many faults, but our worst
crime is abandoning the children, the fountain of life”.
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Lord, make me an instrument of your peace. Where there is hatred, let me sow love.
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TO NEGLECT WORK AND OFFER EXCUSES
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TO FORGET IS A CRIME.
TO BE LAZY IS A GREATER CRIME.

IS THE GREATEST CRIME.

ACTION WITHOUT DELAY IS THE
SECRET OF EFFICIENCY.

COME TO A MAN OF BUSINESS

SOLELY ON MATTERS OF BUSINESS

QUICKLY TRANSACT YOUR BUSINESS

AND GO ABOUT YOUR BUSINESS
LEAVING HIM

ALONE TO ATTEND TO HIS BUSINESS

We are guilty of many errors and many

faults; but our worst crime is abandoning the
children, neglecting the fountain of life.

Many things we need can wait. The child
cannot. Right now is the time his bones are
being formed, his blood is being made and his

senses are being developed.
To him we cannot answer “TOMORROW"'.
HIS NAME IS TODAY.

Gabriell Mistral.

Nobel Prize Winning Poet from Chile.
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A Short Biographical Sketch

of

Samuel Ezekiel Divekar

THE FIRST BENE-ISRAEL TO BUILD A SYNAGOGUE

INTRODUCTION

This sketch is based on the booklet on his
life history written by the late Mr. Abraham Sam-
son Shapurkar, published by the Synagogue in
1927.

Built in 1796, the Synagogue was known as
““Samaji Hasaji” Synagogue after its sole builder
Samuel Ezekiel Divekar for one hundred years.
On May 13, 1896, on the occasion of its Cente-
nery celebrations it was named “SHAAR-HA-
RAHAMIM” or “GATE OF MERCY” Synagogue.
In May 1981, therefore, the Synagogue completed
185th year of its existence and 85th Anniversary
of its naming ceremony. Samuel Ezekiel Divekar
died on 14th Kislev 5557 in Cochin 187
years ago.

On this auspicious occasion therefore, it
is but right that the Jews all over the world
and the Bene-Israels in particular should
know how the Synagogue came to be buili—
the first Synagogue to be built among the Bene-
Israels and the lragi Jews, the first in Wes-
tern, Central and Northern India.

WHY THE MONTH OF KISLEV HAS AN
ADDITIONAL SIGNIFICANCE TO BENE-ISRAELS

The month of Kislev reminds the
Jews all over the World about the
victory of the brave Maccabees over
Syrian Despots (167 BCE) in a fight for
religious freedom and culture that
rescued Judaism from annihilation. The
Bene-Israels also celebrate this festi-
val of lights with great joy.

But to the Bene-Israels the month KISLEV
has an additional significance. It reminds them
of the heroism of one of their brave sons. Sam-
uel Ezekiel Divekar, Commandant in the Bri-
tish Army, who built the first Synagogue among
the Bene-lsraels and Iraqi Jews in 1796. The

(1796)

story is very fascinating, interesting and roman-
tic, which tells how he joined in the armed forces
of the East India Company in 1750 at the age of
20, his battles with the powerful kings of Mysore
in Southern India, his capture by the enemy
forces, his escape from the gallows because he
boldly said he was a “BENE-ISRAEL”, the
fulfilment of his vow.... the building of the Syna-
gogue at his own expenses and finally his jour-
ney to Cochin for procuring the sacred Sepher
Torah in 1797 and his death on 14th Kislev
5557 at the age of 67, just 2 days prior to his
departure to Bombay.

SAMUEL JOINS THE ARMY:

Samuel was the third of the eight sons of
one Ezekiel Divekar of Diva—Borlai, in Habsan
State. (The surname Divekar is derived from
the village Diva which was the birth place of
Ezekiel’s ancestors). Ezekiel Divekar and his
forefathers were farmers by profession. Since
the Nawab (King) of Habsan State gave no faci-
lities and privileges for cultivating lands, Samuel
and four other brothers joined the Bombay regi-
ments in 1750. Samuel at that time was about
20 years old. In course of time the remaining
three brothers also joined the same regiment.

HIS CAPTURE AS A PRISONER :

There was no peace in India at that time.
Besides, due to constant and continued attacks
from the South by Hyderalli, King of Mysore
State and later his son Tipu Sultan on the Eng-
lish possessions, law and order situation was
far from satisfactory. In spite of all these
difficulties Samuel and his brothers never deser-
ted the army but faced the odds like brave sol-
diers. Often one could hear Samuel saying ‘“What
is born must also die. So why not die in action
on the battle-field?”” When it was a question
of storming a Fort or an attack in the open,
Samuel and his brothers were always in the
front line. But for this act of bravery, Samuel’s

Hypocrisy is the homage which vice renders to virtue — (La Rechefoucauld)

27



family had to pay a heavy price. Six ,of the
brothers died on the battlefield. Only Samuel
and his brother Isajee survived the bullets and
the swords of en€mies. Because of his brave
deeds, his strategy in storming the fort' and
attack on open fiel[d, he was soon promoted
to the rank of commandant of the Sixth
Battalion, Bombay Native Infantry Regiment
the highest rank alloted to an Indian. After ser-
ving in the army for 30 years Samuel was asked
to lead a contingent to fight in the Second
. Mysore War which lasted from 1780 to 1784
against the powerful Hyderalli of Mysore.
On the death of Hyderalli in 1782 his son
Tipu who took the title of Sultan, sent a force
in 1783 which captured Bombay Force. Gene-
ral Mathews, under whom Samuel served
was captured alongwith 20 other Europeans
and all were put to death. Samuel, his brother
Isajee and other Bene-Israel Soldiers were
made prisoners.

It is pertinent to state here that the great-
est dream of Samuel was to build a Synago-
gue for his brethren since none existed in those
days, although the Bene Israels adhered to the
religion of their forefathers, Synagogues were
unknown in Palestine before the destruction
of the Second Temple and the forefathers of
the Bene Israels had fled from Palestine before
this destruction of the Temple. It was only
when they came to Bombay in the early deca-
des of the 18th Century that they were made
aware of the existence of Synagogues in Europe
and in Cochin after coming in contact with
foreign Jews who used to visit Bombay for
trade. Samuel had visited the “Pardeshi”
Synagogue in Cochin built in 1568 while he
was on his official visit to Cochin as Com-
mandant in the Army.

Now that he was captured by Tipu who was
known for his cruelty ....... the prisoners were
asked either to embrace Islam or face death,
Samuel wondered how it would be possible for
him to fulfill his cherished dream. So he took
a vow that should he escape unhurt he would
build a Synagogue at his own expense for the
benefit of Bene-lsrael Community. But how to
escape was the big problem.

MIRACLE THAT SAVED HIS LIFE :

A miracle that happened saved his life. It
was the practice of both Hyderalli and Tipu of

-asking -prisoners to embrace Islam or face death

in public view. Since the Muslim women observe
veil, women were allowed to watch proceedings
from behind the screen. Now although Tipu was
very cruel he was taken up by the personality
of Samuel who did not exhibit any fear but
walked like a soldier towards him. Tipu ad-
mired his personality and his guts and was
tempted to ask him about his religion, because
something told him that he might not be a
Hindu. The reply given by Samuel was to this
effect “My brothers and | are Bene-Israels”. Not
only Tipu was surprised to hear these words,
but also his mother, Fakhrunnissa. Because both
Tipu and his mother were very orthodox Muslims,
who had read The Quran several times, in’ which
there was reference to Bene-lsraels. Tipu, then
began to have a little soft corner for the Bene-

Israel prisoners and therefore,, when his mother

pleaded for mercy to them, he yielded to her
request and sent them to prison for two years.
The war with the Britishers continued till 1784
when there was peace agreement between them.
One of the conditions of the peace-agreement
was that all the prisoners should be released
by Tipu. Samuel, his brother, Isajee and other
Bene-Israel soldiers returned home.

SAMUEL NOT ALLOWED TO RETIRE:

When Samuel returned home, he was 54
years old and had to his credit 34 years of
service. He expressed his desire to retire from
army life. But the Army Authorities did not allow
him to do so. He was made Chairman of the
General Court Marshall on July 4, 1791.

He was allowed to retire from the Army in
1792, after putting in 42 years of distinguished
service.

FULFILMENT OF VOW:

He fulfilled his vow to build a Synagogue,
which he had taken when he thought he was
about to face the gallows. The Synagogue he
donated was opened for public worship in 1796.

VISIT TO COCHIN AND HIS DEATH:

After retirement, Samuel and his brother
Isajee settled down in Bombay and purchased
a vast piece of land, near Masjid Bunder Railway
Station. The street on which his house was situ-
ated was named after him by the Government as

An optimist sees an opportunity in every calamity; a pessimist sees calamity in every opportunity.
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“SAMUEL STREET’. Just close to this street
another street was named after his brother and
is known as “ISAJEE STREET”. The Synagogue
he built at his own expense is also situated on
Samuel Street.

The Synagogue was built but there was no
Sepher-Torah. So Samuel proceeded to Cochin’s
Pardeshi Synagogue built in 1568 to procure a
few Sepher-Torahs. He knew about the Cochin
Jews and their Synagogue because of his visits
to that part of the country in his official capacity
as a Commandant of the Army. At the age of
67 years, the visit proved strenuous to him. Two
days before his departure for Bombay he died
on 14th Kislev 5557.

As a tribute to the memory of Samuel
Ezekiel Divekar, the General Meeting of the
Synagogue passed unanimously a resolution at
its meeting held on February 23, 1919, the
English translation of which is as follows :

“This meeting of the General Body of the
“SHAAR-HA-RAHAMIM” Synagogue places
on record its deep sense of gratitude io
the late Mr. Samuel Ezekiel Divekar, Com-
mandant in the armed forces of the East
India Company and Muccadam (President)
of the Synagogue for building the Syna-
gogue . at his own expense in order to cater
to the spiritual needs of the community,
and as a mark of respect to the departed
soul, resolves that on every “Yom-Kippur”
day, after Shaharit prayers are over,
“HASHKABA” be recited loudly in the Syna-
gogue for him.”

On February 21, 1926, another resolution
was passed under which it was resolved to
recite HASHKABA for the late Samuel Ezekiel
Divekar on the date of his death anniversary,
14th Kislev.

AN ORTHODOX JEW :

Samuel was an orthodox Jew. He never ate
non-kosher food although there were lot of tem-
ptations for these whenever he used to attend
banquets and dinner parties. He was proud to
call himself BENE-ISRAEL. He fulfilled his vow
of building a Synagogue. He was so religious
that he personally travelled to Cochin at the
age of 67 to bring the sacred Sepher Torahs
for his Synagogue, without which he felt the
Synagogue would not be complete. His death
might have been due to strenuous journey to
Cochin. In those days, there were no railways,
no cars, no planes. One had to travel by ship,
ship that used sails.

It is, therefore, not surprising that Samuel
Ezekiel Divekar should be remembered even
though he passed away 187 years ago. Poet
Longfellow rightly said :

“Lives of great men all remind us,
We can make our lives sublime,
And departing leave behind us,

Foot-prints on the sands of time”.

NOTE :

The names ‘“‘Samaji, Isaji -and Hasaji”” men-
tioned in the introduction of this article are
equivalent to Samuel, Isaac and Ezekiel. Since
the Bene-lsraels in those early days were re-
siding in Muslim localities, their names appear-
ed to have been influenced by the Muslim
names.

Similarly, Samuel Street in the 18th and
19th century was known as “SAMAJI” Street
and the Synagogue as “SAMAJI HASAJI”
Synagogue.

The most undeér-developed territory in the world lies undéer your hat.

Conceit is God’s gift to little men.
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ALFRED BERNHARD NOBEL (1833-96) FOUNDER OF NOBEL PRIZES

AND

COMMANDANT SAMUEL EZEKIEL DIVEKAR (1730-97) FOUNDER OF
THE FIRST BENE-ISRAEL SYNAGQGUE.

A COMPARISON

Nobel was a good and generous man, who
created a foundation to encourage the study of
science and literature and for PEACE.

Very few people know that he was the in-
ventor of dynamite and amassed immense for-
tune from the trade in the explosive materiais.
It is said that the Foundation came into exis-
tence because of his remorse for being respon-
sible for havoc the exposives created in wars.

Samuel Ezekiel Divekar had also amassed
a large amount of wealth by way of gifts,
because of his loyal service and valour dis-
played by him on the battle-field.

The man who was responsible for killing
so many men in war, thought of building a
House of Worship for his community.

Thus it is presumed that these two noble
souls, tried to atone for the wrong they had
done.

Another version of the escape of Commandant Samuel Ezekiel Divekar from the prison in
Hyderabad.

From a Ms of the House of Rahabi.
(By N. E. Roby, Cochin)

“What motivated the late Commandant
Samuel Ezekiel Divekar to build the Syna-
gogue?”’

In a biographical sketch published in this
Book it is stated that the late Commandant
Divekar had a desire to build a Synagogue for
the Bene-lsraels in Bombay, even before his
capture.

However, according to the Manuscript
from the House of Rahabi, Samuel Ezekiel
Divekar wanted to donate his life-savings to
the Cochin Synagogue.

“In 1776 when Hyder Ali reached Malabar,
it was ‘feared that he would attack Cochin
and Thirthur where there was a Synagogue
built by Ezekiel Rahabi. The Raja of Cochin to
avert the attack approached Ezekiel Rahabi
who was the Dutch Company’s merchant. Eze-
kiel sent his three sons Elia, Moses, and David
with rich presents to Hyder to spare Cochin
from attack. On their arrival it was known in the
camp of the Sultan that some Bene-lIsraels
have arrived who were well received by the
Sultan. Samuel Divekar, an Officer of the
British Army was a captive in Hyder’s hands.
As soon as he had heard of the arrival of
some Jews, he approached them to plead for
his release to the Sultan. He informed them

that he was a Bene-lsrael from Bombay. The
sons of Ezekiel were not aware of the fact.
They approached the Sultan a second time and
appealed to him to release Divekar. This request
was also granted by the Sultan and he was re-
leased and was brought to Cochin. Samuel was
struck by the beauty of the Synagogue and the
Sepharim in Cochin, the like of which he had
not seen elsewhere before. As a token of his
gratitude for his release he begged Ezekiel
Rahabi to accept his life-savings as a donation
to the Synagogue. Ezekiel informed him that as
the Synagogue had funds of its own and as
there were rich people in Cochin, he advised
him to proceed to Bombay and with his money
to build a Synagogue for his community in
Bombay. Samuel did as advised by Ezekiel and
proceeded to Bombay in a boat which was given
to him by Ezekiel. He built a Synagogue in
Bombay in 1796. In 1797 he returned to Cochin
to buy Sepher Torah but he died here.”
Note:

It is for the historians and research stu-

dents to find out the exact facts of the

escape of Divekar. However, it may be

stated here that Divekar was captured

by Tipu Sultan in 1783.

Hyder Ali, father of Tipu, died in 1782.

AR

In this world all things are changing — with days. Life has ceased to move along its old
accustomed ways. Yet there are things which still endure.
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KAMMODAN MUCCADAM DAVID HAEEM DIVEKAR

The First Dramatist

The late David Haeem Divekar was
the grandson of Kammodan Muccadam David
Samuel Divekar (who was adopted by the late
Commandant Samuel Ezekiel Divekar). He
assumed the office of Kammodan Muccadamship

on August 18, 1872. He was a Poet, Writer, Dra-
matist and Journalist. He not only wrote plays
but also acted in most of the plays that
he staged. Some of the well-known dramas
and plays written, produced in Urdu and staged
by him were, ‘The Merchant of Venice’ (in
which he acted as Bassanio), Laila Majnu (in
which he acted as Majnu), Shah Jehan,
Shahpuri, etc. His dramas were very popular
and attracted large number of people. He was
also a Journalist and edited the ‘Israel Shram’
a monthly magazine in Marathi.

He had also written Kirtans on Prophet

Moses and History of the Bene-lsrael in India.
Besides he had written six other books.
Due to the impact of the dramas written

and performed by the late Divekar, a num-
ber of Youths started taking interest in dramas
and acted as amateur actors, particularly' those
who could not complete their education. Some
of the youths had picked up Urdu or Hindustani
very well which they had learnt from their
fathers, who had retired from the army who
had perforce to study it during their services
in the regiment.

BENJAMIN SAMSON ASHTAMKAR
THE FIRST KIRTANKAR AMONG THE BENE- ISRAELS (18-8-80)

Besides being the first Kirtankar among the
Bene-lsrael, the late Ashtamkar was ar
author and a journalist. The first Kirtan staged
by him was on August 18, 1880 on ‘“‘Prophet
Abraham” while he was the Hon. Secretary of
the ‘“Gate of Mercy” Synagogue, the oldest
Synagogue among the Bene-Israel.

Benjamin acted as ‘Haridas’ and the choir
was composed of the members of the Com-
mittee of the Synagogue. He was very popular
as a Kirtankar and not only the Bene-lsraels
flocked to hear him but also members of Hindu
and Muslim communities. The main object of
staging Kirtans by Benjamin was to impart reli-
gious education to the members of the commu-
nity and therefore the topics on which his Kir-
tans were based were Biblical. Other Kirtans
performed by him were Elisha, Samuel, Samson,
King David, King Solomon and Joseph. As an

author, he had 45 books to his credit — the
highest number of books published by a Bene-
Israel so far. He edited a monthly journal “Teru-
vah” in 1878 — the second publication. His
younger brother, Aaron edited the First journal
among the Bene-Israel “Satya-Prakash” (The
True Light) in 1877.

The following are some of his publication,

all in Marathi Language :
1. Catechism of Religious and Moral
Instructions (Translation) 1877
2. Jews serving in the Bombay
Army (Translation) 1879
3. Religious faith of the Jews 1884
4. Preachers of Jewish Religion 1887
5. Religious Rites of the Jews 1887
6. Novel newslets from the Jewish
Religion 1887

A new broom sweeps well; but the old brush knows the corners — (Irish proverb)
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7. Stories and Proverbs from

Talmud 1887
8. Virtuoys Damsel 1887
9. Hebrew is the Language of the

Prayer 1891
10. Jewels from the Jewish Tales 1894
11. Life of Samson 1896
12. Life of Jonah in Lyrical form 1897
13. King David’s Supreme patience 1898
14. Messiah

15. Rites are per the Biblical Laws
16. Marathi Translation of Talmud

17. Blessing after Mosaye Shabbath
Prayers in praise on sighting of

the moon (monthly) 1868
18. Biography of Patriarch Abraham
in Poetry form 1882

He also published and edited the Journal,
“Lamp of Judaism” from 1881-1885.

JOSEPH EZEKIEL RAJPURKAR J.P.

The first Fellow of the Bombay University (1879) The first Bene-lsrael Hebrew Examiner (1871j
The first Justice of the Peace (1890)

The late Joseph Ezekiel Rajpurkar of
Bombay was exceptionally religious and as a
lay-minister he was respected not only by the
Bene-Israeli and lIraqi Jews in India but also
by foreign Jews. Besides attending to religious
duties he was an educationist and had done
much for the upliftment of the community........
this at a time when there were few educa-
tionists among Jews when they most preferred
to distinguish themselves in military services.

Joseph Ezekiel (son of Ezekiel Jo-
seph Rajpurkar — Superintendent of Schools
established by the Free Church Mission in
Bombay and Kolaba District) was born in

1834. He received his school and college
education at the hands of such renowned
British educationists as Rev. John Wilson,

Rev. Dr. J. M. Mitchell, Rev. R. Nesbit and
Rev. Murray Michael. He won several scholar-
ships and prizes. They have made complimen-
tary references to him as being a diligent
student with clear logic and perseverence in
their books of “Western India” published in
England regarding their educational career in
India.

He began his career as a teacher in the
David Sassoon Benevolent Institute and within
five years rose to become its head-master
and held this post for over 49 vyears. Under
his expert yet fatherly guidance, have passed
out students who have made a mark in Govt.
Services in India, England, China, other Bri-
tish Colonies and in America too. Even mem-

bers of the Sassoon family — Sir Edward
Sassoon Bart, British M.P. and Sir Sassoon
vavid, Bart, who studied under Mr. Ezekiel

had great reverence for him and held him in
high esteem.

He received his elementary knowledge of
Hebrew from his father but mostly it was his
own efforts that helped him master the language

“It is in giving that we receive™.
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so perfectly — a self-taught Hebraist. He was
Examiner in Hebrew language at the Bombay
University for the Matriculation Examinations
and at graduate and Post graduate levels,
(1871) though he was not a Graduate — gra-
duation courses were introduced later in the
Bombay University.

In 1879 he was nominated a “FELLOW”
of the University. He thoroughly studied and
compared the Jewish and Christian scriptures
and was well satisfied with his knowledge.
This knowledge helped him in imparting reli-
gious education to the youth.

He translated several Hebrew books into
Marathi language for the benefit of members
of the Bene-lsrael community. “The 5 confes-
sions of the Day of Atonement”; “The Propitia-
tory Prayers”, “The Daily Prayer Book” — to
name a few. Altogether he has over 20 volu-
mes to his credit — either as an aufhor or
translator. “The Daily Prayer Book” having
the Hebrew and Marathi versions is highly in

demand even now, more than a century since
it was first published. But reprints are difficult
because the copyright is not with his heirs.

He composed Special Prayers on the
occasion of the Centenary Celebrations of the
“Gate of Mercy” Synagogue in 1896. He had
also composed Special Prayers for the perse-
cuted Russian Jews and for imploring divine
forbearance and compassion on the public
when Bombay was ravaged with plague. Both
these meetings were held in the “Gate of
Mercy” Synagogue.

In 1890 he was honoured by the British
as Justice of the Peace and he received prai-
ses for his patience, humility and good-will
towards all, from people of all communities
Indians and foreigners. He was the first Bene-
israel J.P. Quite often he even served as Spe-
cial Juror in the Bombay High Court.

He had maintained a record of events in
the community, excerpts of which are repro-
duced elsewhere in this book.

ARV

Catalogue of Published Works by Joseph szekiel

Sr. Name Original or Year of Sr. Name Original or Year of
No. Translation Publication No. Translation Publication
1. The Confession of 10. The True aspect ;

Sins on the Jewish : of Judaism Original 1879

Day of Atonement Translation 1858 11. A Chronological
2. The Jewish Marriage outline of Ancient

Ceremony i 1862 Jewish History 5 1880
3. The Jewish New 12. Hebrew Primer

Year’'s Day ,, 1862 ‘8rd Edition’ . 1881
4. Remission of Vows 13. An Elementary

and Prayer offered Hebrew Grammer 5 1882

on the Sea-shore I 1864
5. History of Antiochus

Epiphanes on the

Institution of the

Feast of Dedication 5 1866
6. The Prayers of the

Day of Atonement

Volume-I N 1867
7. The Prayers of

Day of Atonement

Volume-Il . 1868
8. The Ethics of the
Fathers 4 1870

9. Scripture Proofs. of

Jewish Doctrines Original 1876

14. A handbook of

Hebrew Abbreviations

(Hebrew and English) - 1887
15. The Jewish

propitiatory Prayer Translation 1889
16. The Daily Prayers

(Hebrew with

Marathi Translation) 4 1889
17. The Five Jewish Fasts 7 189"

18. Child’s Hebrew First
Book (3rd Edition)
19. The three great
Jewish Festivals 5 1901
20. Special Prayers on
Special Occasions =

Original 1893

Justifying a fault, doubles it. — (French proverb)
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HAEEM SAMUEL KEHIMKAR

The first to write an authentic history of Bene-lsrael (1897)

The late Haeem Samuel Kehimkar was
one of the few leaders in the community who
contributed towards the advancement of
educaticn. among the Bene-lsraels. As early
as in 1853 he was mainly responsible for the
formation of the “BENE-ISRAEL BENEVOLENT
SOCIETY”. The object of this Society was to
provide education to the children with a reli-
gious base and to study of the Hebrew Ilan-
guage; its other object was to provide a home
for Destitutes and Orphans of the Community,
giving first priority to Education.

The Bene-lsrael Benevolent Society of
which Kehimkar was the Hon. Secretary,
rented out premises at Khadak and started a
Marathi and Hebrew School on July 5, 1875.
When he found that the School premises was
insufficient tv accomodate more children, he,
on behalf of the Benevolent Society approached
the Anglo-Jewish Association, the “GATE OF
MERCY” SYNAGOGUE and a few philanthro-
pists; the small School was converted into a
Secondary School in 1881. He had great in-
fluence in Government Circles and on account
of this, the then Governor of Bombay Lord

Harris presided at the Prize Distribution Cere-
mony of the School held on March 7, 1893, in
Israel Moholla. The report of the School was
read out by Kehimkar. When sufficient funds
were accumulated he purchased a school build-
ing with a large compound at Mazgaon in
1896. After carrying out repairs and renovation
to the building, the School was declared open
in 1899 by the then Governor of Bombay, Lord
Sandhurst.

The late Kehimkar established a Prayer
Hall in the School Compound known as “Etz
Haeem’ Prayer Hall, in 1888. The object of esta-
blishing this Prayer Hall was, not only for giving
an opportunity for divine worship, but also for
redeeming monitory help to the school, helping
and initiating publications of books on the
Jewish religion and helping poor students with
books and clothing. After the death of
Kehimkar and the appointment of a New Com-
mittee, this Prayer Hall was shifted from the
school premises and now exists as a separate
institution.

The late Kehimkar was the President,
Secretary and Treasurer of the school he found-
ed. Some of the members of the community
wanted the school to be administered on more
Democratic basis, appealed to the Anglo Jewish
Association to persuade Kehimkar to frame
a New Constitution. In February 1907 therefore,
H. Landau of London, a member of the
Council of the Anglo-Jewish Association con-
vened a Public Meeting of the Bene-Israel Com-
munity calling for suggestions about the
appointment of a Committee to manage the
school. Such a Committee was appointed but
the actual administration was passed over to it
after the death of Kehimkar in 1908.

In order to pay personal attention to the
activities of the school, the late Kehimkar
occupied premises in the school for his residen-
tial purposes after his retirement in 1878. which
he continued to occuoy till his passing away in
1908 at the age of 77 years.

. He is the author of the famous and well-
known book “HISTORY OF THE BENE-ISRAEL
OF BOMBAY PRESIDENCY”, manuscript of

It has been the pride of Judaism that there is no illiteracy among its masses.
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which was completed in 1897. About fifty years
later this history was published by the late
Dr. Emanuel Olsvanger in Jerusalem. This book
has served as a guide to all those who have
written books on the history of the Bene-Israels.

He is also the author of the
PRIMER” and

“HEBREW
“HEBREW AND MARATHI!

SONGS”. He translated
Prayer Book.

The Committee of the Haeem Samuel
Kehimkar Testimonial Fund presented the
school with a portrait of Haeem Samuel Kehim-
kar in oil and a selection of books for the
school library to commemorate the ‘worthy’
service rendered by him to the community.

into Marathi Daily

B e
D. J. SAMSON (KILLEKAR) L.C.E

D. J. was a brilliant student in his scholastic
career. At the matriculation examination he
secured cent per cent marks in Arithmetic,
Algebra and Geometry.

After passing the L.C.E. examination he
joined the Bombay Improvement Trust and soon
rose to the highest office by sheer dint of his
ability. He was one of the Trustees appointed by
the “Gate of Mercy” Synagogue in 1901. The
iwo others were Solomon Moses Vakrulkar and
Gershone Moses Malekar.

Had it not been for the part played by D.J.
Samson in the suit filed by Cassumbhoy Dharam-
sey against the Synagogue for the recovery of
his debts amounting to Rs. 1,00,000/-, the
“Gate of Mercy” Synagogue would have lost
all its properties. It happened like this:

Cassumbhoy Dharamsey, who had filed a suit
in 1890 for recovery of his loans, had succeeded
in the Lower Court by getting the judgement
in his favour and a heavy decree was passed
against the Synagogue. This in effect meant
complete loss of all properties plus the pay-
ment of huge amount to the creditor and in
addition payment of Rs. 10/- as rent by the

“Kenneseth Bene Israel Prayer Hall” which sepa-
rated from the “Gate of Mercy” Synagogue
(1872) to the creditor. The Synagogue Autho-
rities wanted to file an appeal, but the Attor-
neys of the Synagogue declined to proceed
with the appeal unless certain amount towards
fees were paid to them in advance. The Syna-
gogue had no money and therefore it became
a difficult problem. However, at this critical
iuncture, D. J. Samson came to the rescue
of the Synagogue by giving personal secu-
rities to the Attorneys. In the Appeal, the judge-
ment of the Chief Justice was in favour of the
Synagogue Authorities and almost all the
warehouses were restored to the Synagogue.

Being an engineer by profession, D. J. Sam-
son was responsible for extending the property
by constructing upper storeys on some of the
godowns and thereby increasing the income
of the Trust by way of rent from Rs. 300/- to
Rs. 1,150/- per month. This was the situation
in 1905. By 1925 the Synagogue had in iis
possession nearly Rs. 60,000/-. The “Gate of
Mercy” Synagogue had been doing lots of
good work in the community by granting grants
particularly to educational institutions, for
equipping the library, for establishment of an
orphanage and for medical aid to the poor
members of the community. All this was pos-
sible because of the large amount at the dis-
posal of the Synagogue. D. J. Samson was also
one of the founder members of the All India
Israelite League and also took active part in
the affairs of the Sir Elly Kadoorie School (then
known as Israelite School).

He used to teach Mathematics to the se-
nior students of Israelite School on Sundays.
These of his students who are alive still recall
the lucid manner by which he used to explain
the problems.

One pound of learning requires ten pounds ofcommon sense to apply it — (Persian proverb)
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SOLOMON MOSES VAKRULKAR

Solomon Moses Vakrulkar was one of the
first three Trustees of the “Gate of Mercy”
Synagogue appointed in 1901. In order to
devote more time and attention for the wel-
fare of the community he resigned from the
Trusteeship in August 1905 and served the
Synagogue as a President for quite a few
years.

He was one of those who are mainly res-
ponsible for bringing about a compromise
between the two parties of the “Gate of Mercy”
Synagogue in 1927, as a result of which a con-
siderable amount of Synagogue mocney was
saved by way of litigation and a tidy sum of
about Rs. 60,000/- was put in an endowment
fund instead of constructing a Central Hall.
While a few friends appreciated his contri-
bution to this compromise by arranging an
AT HOME for him, members of the Synagogue
elected him as their President for three conse-
cutive years from 1928.

He was also President of Sir Elly Kadoorie
School and a member of its Managing Com-
mittee for several years. He was a Trustee of
the Bene lsrael Home for Destitutes and Or-
phans and its first Secretary for several years.
He actively participated in the Bene-lsrael Con-
ference and was its President in the year 1925.
He served the Bene-Israel Conference Education
Fund as its Secretary from its very inception
in the year 1918 for four consecutive years and
subsequently became its Vice-President and
President. He was also a leading member of
Jewish Religious Union. He was often requested
to deliver sermons.

Besides his participation in the Communal
matters, he was Chairman of the Board of
Directors of (i) The Western India Tanneries
Limited and (ii). Bombay Film Laboratories
(since its inception in 1941 upto his demise
in 1972). He was interested in the develop-

B.A.,, LLB., Solicitor.

ment of Konkan and was Trustee of the Kon-
kan Education Society and took active part in
starting Technical Schools in Kolaba District
(now known as Raigad Dist.). He also took inte-
rest in constructing a bridge on Alibag Creek
at Akshi.

After passing his LL.B. Examination he
started legal practice in Alibag in 1902. By
passing the Solicitors Examination of the Bom-
bay Incorporated Law Society in 1909 he
became the first Bene Israel to have passed
the Solicitor’s Examination. He practised as a
Solicitor for the Bombay High Court first as a
partner of Mr. Judah and then independantly
for more than 60 years.

He presided over the public meeting con-
vened by the lIsraelite Brotherhood in 1927 to
collect funds for the relief of the victims of the
floods in Gujarat, Sind and Orissa. The famous
poetess, Mrs. Sarojini Naidu, who was known
as “Nightingale of India”, had addressed the
meeting.

He was born on February 28, 1879 in Ali-
bag and passed away on January 26, 1972 in
Bombay.

.

Difficulties strengthens the mind, as labour does the body.
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GERSHONE MOSES WMALEKAR

Gershone Moses Malekar, popularly known
as G. Moses succeeded his father the late
Subedar Major Sardar Bahadur Moses Bapuji
(Benjamin) Malekar, J.P. as the Hon. Treasurer
of the “Gate of Mercy” Synagogue in 1893 and
according to the reports available he continued
the good work like his father till 1899.

He was elected a Trustee of the “Gate
of Mercy” Synagogue Estate Trust alongwith
the late D. J. Samson and Solomon
Moses Solicitor in 1901. Alongwith his Co-
Trustees he was instrumental in recovering the
mortgaged property. He was also one of the
leaders for amalgamation of ‘“Kenneseth Bene
Israel Prayer Hall” with the “Gate of Mercy”
Synagogue, and was one of those who carried
the Sepher Torah Scrolls from the Prayer Hall
(Malya Warchi Masjid) to the “Gate nf Mercy”
Synagogue, early in the morning of April 6,
1906.

During the period he was a member of the
Managing Committee of the Israelite High
School, now known as the Sir Elly Kadoorie
High School, he conducted Hebrew reading
classes for the children of the school on
Sundays.

He was the second son of Subedar Major
Sardar Bahadur Moses Benjamin. J.P., who was
attached to the 12th Regiment stationed at Aden.

If a child lives with critisism, he learns to Condemn,

If a child lives with ridicule, he learns to be Shy,

If a child lives with shame, he learns to feel guilty,

If a child lives with tolerance, he learns to be patient;

If a child lives with encouragement he learns Confidence;

If a child lives with praise, he learns to Appreciate;

If a child lives with fairness, he learns Justice;

If a child lives with security, he learns to have Faith;

If a child lives with Approval, he learns to like Himself;

If a child lives with Acceptance and Friendship,

HE LEARNS TO FIND LOVE IN THE WORLD.

Be strenuous in effort, patient in endurance and strong in resolution.
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Dr. ELIJAH MOSES RAJPURKAR, M.D.

Justice of the Peace

The only Bene-israel to be elected to the

and the only Bene-lsrael

The late Dr. Elijah Moses had the distinc-
tion of being the first Bene-Israel to be a Muni-
cipal Councillor as also the Mayor of Bombay
in 1937. His services to the City of Bombay
extended over a number of years; in the very
early years he was nominated by the Govern-
ment as a Municipal Councillor. However, when
he criticised the Government’s Education
policy at a school function in the presence of
the Governor of Bombay, the Government did
not re-nominate him when his three year term
expired.

Bombay Municipal Corporation (1920)

Mayor (1937).

After being out of the Corporation for
about twelve years he contested the election
to the Municipal Corporation in 1923 from ‘B’
Ward (Mandvi). Although this ward contained
a large number of Bene-Israel voters his vic-
tory was mainly due to the cosmopolitan sup-
pori which he recieved from the voters of his
censtituency. He continued to represent this
censtituency for over 15 years. During his Coun-
cillorship he served on various Committees
and was responsible for solving the Educa-
tion and Health Problems o¢f the City. In
recognition of his abilities, he was elected
Chairman of the Medical Relief & Public Health
Committee and represented the Municipal!
Corporation and the Improvement Trust for
several years. He was a member of Opium
Encuiry Committee. For two decades he work-
ed as Chairman of the King George V Infirmary
and Lady Dhunbai Jehangir Home for desti-
tutes.

Dr. Moses took an active part in the affairs
of the Community. He was one of the trustees
of the “Gate of Mercy” Synagcgue Estate
Trust, having been elected in 1919. He was
also a Trustee of the Bene-lsrael Home for
Destitutes and Orphans. He also took an
active part in the deliberations and activities
of the Bene-lsrael Conference and the
Bene-israel Conference Education Fund. He
was the President of the Conference in the
year 1918 and of the Bene-Israel Conference
Education Fund in the year 1919. He was the
Vice President of the Bene-lsrael Conferencs
Education Fund from 1920-22. He was also the
President of the Central Jewish Board of India.

He was the Managing Trustee of the Jew-
ish Cemetery Trust. The acquisition of the burial
ground at Dr. E. Moses Road (the road is
named after him) was due to him. He did his
level best for not converting the Jewish Ce-
metery at Two Tank Road and at Clare Road

innumerable cemeteries are filled with people who thought the world could not get

along

without them.
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Into a public garden. However, inspite of his
sincere efforts for a number of years, he did
not succeed.

The late Dr. E. Moses had written an ar-
ticle on “The Clare Road Jewish Burial
Ground” which appeared in the Bene-lsrael
Review in the issue of July and August, 1926.
This article contained the efforts made by the
leaders of the community and Dr. E. Moses
in particular to retain the cemeteries by the
community.

The late Dr. Moses also used to deliver
sermons and had published a Materia Medica.
He was the first member of the Jewish Com-
munity to pass the M.D. Examination of the
Bombay University. He was nominated a Justice
cf the Peace and held the post for 40 years.
Born in 1873 at Ahmednagar, Dr. Moses passed
away at a ripe old age of 85 at Pune in 1957.
In a moving tribute, Shri M. V. Donde, the then
Mayor of Bombay described him as an ardent
social worker and a humanitarian. His name
has been inscribed in the Golden Book of the
Jewish National Fund in Jerusalem.

WMWY

SHALOME HAEEM RAJPURKAR KAJI

He was initially associated with the “Gate
of Mercy” Synagogue. However when the split
occured and the “KENNESETH BENE ISRAEL

PRAYER HALL” was started, he was one of its
leading member and represented the Prayer
Hall in the Court case filed for the recovery of
the “Gate of Mercy” Synagogue properties
along with Kammodan Abraham Haskel Divekar. .
Heeding to the warning of the Chief Justice
that if two parties did not compromise, the!
Synagogue properties might be lost, he played
a leading role in bringing about the re-union
of the Synagogue and the Prayer Hall. In ap-
preciation of this very valuable service rendered
by him the Jamat of the Synagogue elected him
a Trustee in 1919 and decided to give

“MISHEBERAKHA™ on Ereb Kippur to him
during his life time and to his heirs thereafter

This practice still continues. He continued to be
a Trustee of the Synagogue till he passed away
on 30-1-1970 and was Hon. Secretary of the
Trust for quite a few years. He also took keen

interest in the affairs of the Israelite Schooi

(Kadoorie School).

He was born on December 2, 1875.

The surest way to teach children the value of money is to borrow some from them.
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ABRAHAM REUBEN BHINJEKAR

He was mainly responsible for publishing
the journal “FRIEND OF ISRAEL” in 1894.
However he gave this up after a few months
and handed over the responsibilities of publish-
ing the journal to Jacob |. Aptekar.

He had also published 100 year Hebrew
Calendar from 1901. to 2000. He translated into
Marathi Passover and Shabuoth.

Abraham Reuben Bhinjekar worked for the
“Gate of Mercy” Synagogue as Trustee and
Treasurer of the Trust for quite a few years.
Later he resigned from the Trusteeship and was
elected as a member of the Synagogue com-
mittee of which he was Hon. Treasurer for
some years.

ABRAHAM SAMSON SHAPURKAR

Abraham Samscn  Shapurkar, popularly
known as Shapurkar Master (Master means
teacher) had devoted practically his entire life
for the progress of the “Gate of Mercy” Syna-
gogue of which he was a paid Assistant Secre-
tary and for the welfare of the community, parti-
cularly for the spread of religion. among the
youths. His religion classes which used to be
conducted on every Saturday attracted a large
number of youths. This was because his method
of conducting the class was quite different.
Instead of preaching sermons, which he knew
weuld not motivate the youths to attend the
class regularly, he used to relate Biblical
stories and then expand the themes.

He religiously used to deliver sermons in
the Synagogue on days of Festivals and Fasts

which were very much appreciated by the
congregation.

He was the first person to write a bio-
graphy of the Founder of the Synagogue, Sam-
uel Ezekiel Divekar, which was pubiished in
the journal. “THE |ISRAELITE” edited by
Barrister David S. Erulkar, in its issue of Feb-
ruary, 1918. On the 128th death anniversary
(14 Kislev 5686 — 1-12-1925) of the founder of
the Synagogue, he delivered a talk on the life
of the founder. Members of the congregation
present on the occasion very much appreciated
this talk and the late Mr. Samson Moses Jhirad-
kar Kazi requested the management of the
Synagogue to publish the life story of the
Founder, which suggestion the Committee
accepted whole heartedly by passing a reso-
lution to this effect at its meeting held on
January 31, 1926. The publication of the bio-
graphy created further interest and the Jamat
(general meeting) of the Synagogue at its
meeting on February 21, 1926 decided that
Hashkaba be recited for the soul of the de-
parted leader on his death anniversary. (Seven
years earlier, the Jamat of the Synagogue at its
meeting held on February 26, 1919 had resolved
to recite Hashkaba for the soul of the leader
on every Yom Kippur after the morning ser-
vice.) For the yeomen services rendered by
Shapurkar Master, the Jamat of the Synago-
gue decided to recite Hashkaba for his soul
on Yom Kippur after the morning services.

You live only once. But if you work it right, once is enough. — Fred Allen
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. J. SAMSON (Killekar),

B.A., LL.B., ADVOCATE

1. J. SAMSON was one of the

leading
Advocates in Bombay Presidency. (In those days
Bombay Presidency comprised of Maharashtra
and Gujarat).

He was elected to the Bombay Presidency
Bar Council in 1926 and cortinued to be elec-
ted to this August Body till he passed away in
1942. It is indeed creditable for a person of
a minority community to get elected to the Bar
Council by securing votes almost cent per cent
from non-Jew Advocates. Jewish Advocates
could be counted on one’s finger-tips.

He was appointed an Acting Judge in the
Small Causes Court in 1926 and again in 1927.
After -he completed the term of Acting Judge-

ship orders were issued for his appointment
as permanent Judge of the Small Causes Court,
Bombay and had not the Government to with-
draw the order of appointing him a permanent
Judge, he would have risen not only to the
office of the Chief Judgeship of the Small
Causes Court but would have also been ele-
vated to the Bench of the Bombay High Court
subsequently. The reason for the withdrawal
of the appointment order by the Government
was that some one had complained that while
Samson was officiating as an Acting Judge he
had signed the memorandum “SIMON GO
BACK” issued by the All India Congress Com-
mittee. When questioned about the same
Samson admitted that he did sign the memo-
randum as he was a member of the Congress.

We do not count a man’s years until he has nothing else to count. — (Emerson)
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He was one of the leading members of the
All India Israelite League which commenced
its First Session in 1918.

He worked for the League in the capacity
of a Secretary and also as President. He took
keen interest in the affairs of the Jewish Co-
Operative Bank which was a creation of All-
India Israelite League and continued to asso-
ciate himself with the Bank for a number of
years. He was also a member of the “Gate of
Mercy” Synagogue, ‘‘Tiphereth Israel” Syna-
gogue, Sir Elly Kadoorie School for which he
worked as Secretary and later as President.
When the Bene Israel Home for Orphans and
Destitutes started admitting Orphans in 1935
Samson was elected as one of the Trustees of
the Home and worked as a Chairman till he
passed away in 1942.

The session of the Bene Israel Conference
and All India Israelite League which commenc-
ed in 1917 ceased to function in 1927. In 1937
the leaders of both these communal roof
crganisations came together and Bene Israel
Coniference was revived. At its very first ses-
sion after its revival in 1937 he was elected
as its President.

In those early days there were lot ot
activities in the community inspite of the
existance of the two parties. 1. J. Samson,
D. J. Samson, A. S. Erulkar and D. S. Erulkar,
who belonged to the All India Israelite League
were often referred to as Samson brothers and
Erulkar brothers.

Samson used to teach English in honarary
capacity to the senior students of the lIsraelite
School on Sundays.
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DON'T QUIT

When things go wrong as they sometimes will,
When the road you're trudging seems all up hill,
When the funds are low and the debts are high.
And you want to smile, but you have to sigh,
When care is pressing you down a bit,

Rest if you must, but don’t you quit,

Life is queer with its twists and turns,

As everyone of us sometimes learns,

And many a failure turns about,

When he might have won had he stuck it out:
Don’t give up though the pace seems slow —
You may succeed with another blow.

Success is failure turned inside out —

The Silver tint of the clouds of doubt:

And you never can tell just how close you are,
It may be near when it seems so far,

So stick to the fight when you’re hardest hit —

f’s when things seem worst that you
must not quit.

RS
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Life is Mathematics. Add friends, substract enemies, Multiply joys and divide
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SAMUEL JUDAH CHINCHOLKAR
Superintendent, St. John’s Ambulance Brigade, Jewish Division.

In appreciation of his long and meritorious
services towards the ambulance movement,
Samuel Judah Chincholkar was nominated to
receive “THE ORDER OF THE CROSS OF ST.
JOHN” at the hands of King George VI at Buc-
kingham Palace in London in April 1951. But
fate robbed him of this unique honour. He
passed away six months earlier. Samuel was
associated with “SHAAR HARAHAMIM” —
“GATE OF MERCY” SYNAGOGUE for a number
of years and was its Committee Member and
Secretary also for a number of years. Besides,
he held office in other communal institutions
like Sir Elly Kadoorie Schoo!l, Jewish Cemetery.
The Bene-lsrael Home for Destitutes and Or-
phans, Chevra Kadisha, etc.

He was not only a prominent figure in the
Jewish Community but was also well known
outside the community. He was a member of
the “INDIAN FRIENDSHIP LEAGUE” and a
founder member of the “ST. JOHN'S AMBU-
LANCE BRIGADE” in India (ST. JOHN AMBU-
LANCE BRIGADE, Jewish Division, Overseas
Section was founded by E. S. Baker in 1905).
At the time of his passing away he held the
rank of the “SUPERINTENDENT” of the Jewish
Division Ambulance. Under his supervision and
guidance, men and women of the Jewish Divi-
sion not only attended various sports meet in
Bombay in order to render first aid to those
who were likely to be injured, but also during
perilous periods of disturbances — communal
riots, national liberation movement launched by
the Indian National Congress when the police
mercilessly beat the non-violent satyagrahis.
He was the recipient of many awards and Cer-
tificates of Appreciation, the important of which
were i—

(i) The Commanding Officer’'s Medal, in
appreciation of his long and merito-
rious services to the St. John’s Ambu-
lance. This award was personally con-
ferred on him in 1949 by the then
Governor, Dr. Raja Maharaj Singh —
Rajendra Singh.

(ii) Medal for rendering first aid to the in-
jured at a great personal risk during
the visit of King George V when
serious disturbances broke out in the
City.

(iii) And the most prestigious award —
The Order of the Red Cross of St
John, which he could not receive as
stated earlier.

TR A et

Don’t Judge a man by the clothes he wears,
God made the one and the tailor made the other.

Don’t Judge a man by his speech, for a parrot
talks, and the tongue is but an instrument of
sound.

Don’'t Judge a man by his failures in life, for
many a man fails because he is too honest
to succeed.

Non't Judge a man by the house he lives in for
the lizard and the rat often inhabit the grandest
of structures.

There is a difference between a man in Judaism and Judaism in mar..
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MOSES ABRAHAM JACOB GADKAR

Moses Abraham Jacob Gadkar, better known
as ‘“‘Simlawala Gadkar”, was a very-active, de-
voted and dynamic worker of the Bene-Israel
Community. Even during the period he was cut
off from the mainstream of Jewish communal
life while he was posted at Simla, he did not
cease to take interest in the community. He
issued pamphlets from time to time and kept
contact with the community in diverse other
ways. This was perhaps one of the reasons he
came to be known as ‘“Simlawala Gadkar”.

Later he was associated with the “Gate of
Mercy”” Synagogue as its Secretary and also
as its President; with the Sir Elly Kadoorie High
School as Treasurer; and with the Bene-Israel
Home for Destitutes and Orphans as Trustee
and Secretary. Till 1928 under the Constitution
of the School a separate franchise was pro-
vided for patrons and life members, who paid
more than the minimum subscription and ordi-

nary subscribers who paid the minimum sub-
scription. When Mr. Jacob’s party assumed
power in 1928, with Mr. Solomon Moses, Soli-
citor, as its President, it amended the Consti-
tution and abolished the discriminatory class
membership.

During his tenure of Office as the Secretary
of the “Gate of Mercy” Synagogue, Mr. Jacob
administered the institution well, kept the re-
cords upto-date and could at times reel off the
names of the defaulters from memory.

The late Mr. Jacob’s activities extended be-
yond the community. He published ,Dharmopa-
desh’, a fine and faithful translation into Mara-
thi by the late Nath Mahadev of Dr. Mark’s
sermons. This earned Mr. Jacob great appre-
ciation and compliments from the President,
Eighth Bene-Israel Conference, the late Mrs.
Abigael E. Moses.

A MAN CANNOT LIVE WELL IF HE DOES NOT KNOW HOW TO DIE WELL



MR. K. M. ELIJAH (Kamerlekar)

The late Mr. Moses Elijah Kamerlekar has
rendered yeoman service to the orphans and
destitutes. Long before the present Bene-lsrael
Home for Destitutes and Orphans was estab-
lished he had started a Home io house the
orphans at Mazgaon known as ‘“Beth lIsrael” in
1926. This Home was mainly maintained at his
own expenses with some minimal amounts
being contributed by others. Earlier he had dis-
tributed a pamphlet “Power of the Tithe” plead-
ing that a general fund for the welfare of the
community and the maintenance of the syna-
gogues be established and every Bene-Israel
should contribute 10% of his income as men-
tioned in our Bible towards this fund. In order

to' carry on this object he had even formed ;

a Society known as “The Indian Bene-Israel
Union”. Unfortunately the response to his ap-
peal was very poor and the scheme had to be
abandoned.

An accountant by profession, Mr. Elijah
kept a strict vigilant eye on the management
and finances of various Bene-lsrael institutions
with which he was associated. He insisted on
verifying the statements of accounts and
balance sheets. It may be mentioned here that
in those days Bombay Public Trust Act did not
exist and accounts of the societies were audit-
ed by Honorary Auditors and not by Chartered

Accountants. Perhaps many are not aware that
the Bene-Israel Home for Destitutes and Or-
phans though constructed in 1924 did not
admii orphans and destitutes for about 12 years
thereaiter. The person responsible for the ad-
mission of the orphans was none other than
Mr. K. M. Elijah. He called upon the then exist-
ing trustees to admit the orphans and on their
refusal, he alongwith Mr. Aaron B. Kandlekar
and Mr. 'Benjamin Shirkolkar approached the
court which not only compelled the trustees
to accept the orphans but also made them re-
sign as trustees. Six new trustees were ap-
pointed, three of whom represented the ‘Gate
of Mercy” Synagogue and the remaining three
trustees represented the Bene-lsrael Benevolent
Society. Under the agreement each of these
institutions contributed Rs. 10,000/- and a cer-
tain amount per year for the expenses of the
Home. 'When the Benevolent Society failed to
contribute its share towards the expenses of
the Home, Mr. Elijah moved the Court again
to debar them from being represented on the
Board of Trustees. Once again he succeeded.

It is people like Mr. Elijah who kept the
wheels of the community moving while at the
same time weeding out all malpractices to en-
sure clean administration.

DAVID R. DAVID GADKAR

David had assisted in conducting High
Holiday Prayers for a number of years at the
“Gate of Mercy” Synagogue and had conducted
Hebrew reading classes for the prospective
Hazzans in and out of Bombay.

Abraham Lincoln advocated ‘Ballot’ but was

killed by a ‘Bullet’.
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M. A. MOSES (Pingle)

There was hardiy an institution in the com-
munity with which M. A. Moses was not asso-
ciated.

He commenced communal and social work
from 1917 when the first Bene-Israel Conference
was held in Bombay in December of that year.
And because of his keen interest in the educa-
tional field he was elected to the Managing
Commitiee of the Education Fund at the Bene-
Israel Conference session held in 1925. Ever
since then he was always in the management
of this important institution. He was the on.
Secretary and Treasurer during 1932-34. Vice-
President from 1960 to 1962 and Presiden®
from 1963 to the middle of 1980. During this
period, he was mainly responsible for the pro-
gress of the institution. In his youth days he
was the General Secretary of the Israelite Bro-
therhood. It was the only social institution in
the community and it was so popular that its
branch was opened in Thane in 1918. Very few
people knew that the late Mr. Moses was very
good at organising games at picnics.

Mr. Moses was also on the Management
of Sir Elly Kadoorie School. “Gate of Mercy”
Synagogue, Jewish Religious Union, the Bene-

Israel Home for Destitutes & Orphans, the
Jewish Co-operative Bank, Central Jewish
Board of India, the Haines Road and Grant
Road Jewish Cemetery Trust, ORT India, etc.
Among the secular institutions he was closely
associated with the Bombay Vigilance Associa-
tion, Social Service League, Social Workers
Society, the National Institute of Personnel
Management, the Children’s Aid Society. The
National Association for the Blind, The Maha-
rashtra State Branch of Indian Council of
Social Welfare, the Family Welfare Agency and
the Nagpada Neighbourhood House.

TN nnnnm

ABRAHAM MOSES TALEGAWKAR

One of the oldest members of the “Gate
of Mercy” Synagogue, he is fondly remembered
as “Talegawkar Master” by his numerous ad-
mirers. He was the Headmaster of the Primary
Section of the lIsraelite School now known as
“Sir Elly Kadoorie School” and taught there
for over 43 years.

Due to economic reasons he started his
career earlier than most people, immediately
after passing the Marathi IV standard.

WORRY : Interest paid on troubles before it falls due.
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MAJOR JACOB EZEKIEL (Talkar)

Major Jacob Ezekiel had taken a leading
role in the affairs of the “Gate of Mercy”
Synagogue. He was an eloquent speaker both
in English and Marathi. He was the President
of the Synagogue on more than one occasion.
He was also on the Managing Committee of
the Sir Elly Kadoorie School.

Major Jacob Ezekiel took keen interest in
St. John’s Ambulance Brigade Jewish Division,
of which he was the President for quite a few
years. He was awarded a certificate, for having
been elected a life member of the Bombay
Branch of the St. John’s Ambulance Brigade,
by the Bombay Government in 1937.

B A S o

RAHAMIM BEN SAMUEL GADKAR

Rahamim Ben Samuel, popularly known as
R. Ben Samuel, devoted his life for the welfare
of his community and for the welfare of his
colleagues working in the Central Railway. At
an early age of twenty, he was one of the
founder members of the “Israelite School Mac-
cabeans” — ex-student’s Association founded
by the late Miss R. Reuben. The Maccabeans
were responsible for organising Chanukah Week
for eight days on the premises of the Israelite
School and provided the School with furniture
in the form of chairs, stage, ceiling fans, etc.
He also worked on the Management of the
“Gate of Mercy’” Synagogue. Being an ex-
student of the only Bene-lsrael School, he was
one of those who used to go round from door
to door collecting donations for the school
building fund.

Due to partition of India in 1947, quite a
few Bene-lsraels fled to Bombay from Karachi.
They had no roof over their heads. The leaders
of the community, beyond paying lip sympa-
thies, did not bother about their plight. One
fine evening, R. Ben gathered those persons
who were stranded on the road and housed
them in the hall adjoining the “Gate of Mercy”
Synagogue. The Synagogue Authorities com-
plained to the Police, but the Police refused
to interfere in the matter. For this bold action.
R. Ben received the wrath of the Management
of the Synagogue but stranded persons from
Karachi profusely thanked him.

He was one of the leading members of his
Union in his Office and fought for their legiti-
mate rights. In order to brow beat him, he was
got arrested by the Railway Authorities under
the pretext that he was an active worker of
the Communist Party of India. R. Ben was not
a man to be threatened by such tactics. Finally
the victory was his.

Such a selfless man passed away at a
young age of 48, while he was the President
of the “Gate of Mercy” Synagogue.

A AR MmN

When the ship is sunk, everybody knows how it would have been saved — (ltalian proverb).
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"~ JOSEPH N. REUBEN

A true and enlightened Bene-Israel, a veteran
Mason, who took Masonary seriously, a selfless
worker in the cause of education and uplift of
our less foriunate brethren in the community,
the late Mr. Joseph N. Reuben was a very
active participant in community affairs.

Jovial, large hearted and generous, J:iN-
Reuben was always ready with a helping hand
for whosoever came to him for help.

He was actively associated with the Bene-
Israel Conference for which he worked as the
Secretary, General Secretary and finally the
President. He was also associated with the
Bene-Israel Conference Education Fund and was
its President from 1949 till his passing away
in 1963.

J. N. Reuben took active interest in the
Co-operative movement. He helped to organise
quite a few Mills Employees Co-operative Credit
Societies. He was also the President of Jewish
Co-operative Bank.

As a fervent and enthusiastic Freemason,
J.N.Reuben had a superb record. He was a
founder member and Past Master of Lodge
‘Radiance’, Lodge ‘Star of Rampur’ and Lodge
‘Raza Jubilee’. He was the Past Junior Grand
Warden (G.L.l.), Past Grand Steward & Member
of the Regional Grand Lodge of Western india,
Board of General Purposes, Grand Lodge cf
India and also Representative of the Grand
Lodge of the State of Israel and the Grand
Lodge of India.

SHALOM JOSEPH PENKAR

Very few Bene Israel Synagoguves in India
can boast of having with them Hazzans who not
only know to read Hebrew fluently but also
possess sufficient knowledge about Jewish re-
ligion. For want of record, the names of Haz-
zans from 1796 are not known. One Solomon
was the Hazzan prior to 1835. From 1835 'to
1871 Elijah (Elcba) Joseph Rajpurkar was the
Hazzan and his son Reuben was appointed
Hazzan from 1872 (As a mark of respect to
Eloba appointment of a successor was post-
poned for a year).

Like Reuben who served as a Samash
initially, Shalom Joseph Penkar also served as
Samash before his elevation to the office of Haz-
zanim. He was appointed as Hazzan on May 10,
1888 and served the community with all his heart
and soul. He had a melodious voice. It is said
it was a real pleasure to hear him recite “Kol
Nidre” and “Selihoths”. It is said that there used

Meet thy neighbour, talk with him and there wilo be peace — Sanskrit proverb.
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to be a keen competition between him and
Joseph Ezekiel Rajpurkar in reciting “Seli-
hoths”. He conducted the prayers at the Cen-
tenary Celebrations of the Synagogue held on
12th and 13th May 1896.

In those early days, Hazzans and even
Samashes possessing a thorough knowledge of
Hebrew and  religion were available.

To-day it is very difficult to get the ser-
vices of a good Hazzan. A Samash may be
available, but not of the type of those good
cld days.

ELIJAH BENJAMIN GADKAR (Pune)

Can one believe that at the age of 86
Elijah Benjamin Gadkar, the grand old man of
the community, is still active in and outside the
community? In 1983, he was felicitated by Poona
Jaycee’'s Peace Committee and have taken
him on its All-India Religion Committee to bring
about harmony among the various communities.
E. B. Gadkar was among the eight eminent
senior scholars, social workers and spiritual
leaders who was felicitated on the occasion
of the 8th anniversary of Sharada Dnyanapeet-
ham which coincided with Rishi Panchami on
September 11, 1983. This was organized by
Sharada Dnyanapeetham and 21 other educa-
tional, social and newspaper organizations. The
Sharada Dnyanapeetham is publishing a volume
of ‘Mahatteche Man-danda’ in which Elijah
Benjamin Gadkar’s life sketch will be included
along with other senior scholars.

Gadkar is also nominated on the ad hoc
committee of Bharatiya Dharma Vidyapeeth
whose aims and objects are to work for peace,
harmony, brotherhood, tolerance, respect and
love among all religions. The Vidyapeeth mainly
concentrates on guiding and inspiring youth,
knowing that it is the youth who can by their
daring deeds bring about peace and under-
standing among the nations and remould the
world to their heart’s desire.

He was born and brought up in Bombay.
He is very proud of his Alma Mater — the
Israelite High School, now known as Sir Elly
Kadocrie School, where he studied from 1905
tc 1916. He often recalls the good old days
when he had the good fortune to study under
Revered Teachers like the late Mr. Haeem
Samuel Kehimkar, the late B. D. Shah, the
late Mr. Dhurandhar, the Ilate Mr. Abraham

Moses Talegaokar and the late Mr. Isaac Nehe-
miah, who was a Hebrew Teacher in the School
and Hazzan in the “Gate of Mercy’’, Synagogue.

Apart from participating in the activities
of the “Gate of Mercy” Synagogue of which
he was a member, he also took an active part
in the activities of the Israelite Brotherhood
and St. John’s Ambulance Bridge, Jewish Divi-
sion, for several years.

On his transfer to Ahmedabad (he retired
from Posts and Telegraph Department in 1953)
he involved himself in the social and cultural
activities of the Bene lIsraels there. He was on
the Managing Comittee of ‘“Magen Abraham”
Synagogue and was one of the pioneer mem-
bers of its Building Fund.

He is a sincere and devoted worker. As-
sign him a task and he will put his heart and
soul into it till its completion. In Pune where
he spent his major part of his career he has
been taking an active part in the religious
sccial and cultural activities. He is well-read

Advice is like snow, the softer it falls, the longer it dwells upon and deeper it sinks in the

mind.
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in Hebrew and has a melodious voice even at
the age of 86 that compels response. It is in-
deed a privilege and pleasure to hear him re-
cite the prayers, which create a touching at-
mosphere of complete devotion to the Almighty.
He has taken a keen interest in the affairs of
lhe “‘Succath Shelomo” Synagogue and was its
President, Secretary & Treasurer. At present he
is the President of the Succath Shelomo Syna-
gogue Trust. He also worked on the building
committee of Novar Memorial Hall (This hall
serves as a guest house). He is one of the

managing committee members of the Jewish
Welfare Association, Pune.

Owing to emmigration the number of Bene-
Israels has dwindled down to as low as 6,000
in whole of India. (Once upon a time there
used to be 25,0000 Consequently there is a
shortage of Hazzans, Samash, Mohels and even
persons to conduct prayers on Sabbath. Gad-
kar has an impressive record of having train-
ed some youths for Mazzanim, Samash and
Mohels.

e A e

ALBERT ISAAC TALEGAWKAR

Date of Birth : 17th July, 1939.
Qualifications :

B.A. (Hons.) LL.B. Attorney-at-Law (Solici-
tor) and Advocate, High Court, Bombay and
Advocate, Supreme Court of India. Partner of
2 reputed and leading firm of Solicitors Messrs.
Bhaishanker Kanga & Girdharlal.

Mr. Albert is a Solicitor for State Trading
Corporation of India Ltd., Minerals & Metals
Trading Corporation of India Ltd., Indian Insti-
tute of Technology and many other Govern-
ment and Semi-Government bodies. He was an
active member of the Managing Committee of
Magen Hassidim Synagogue, Sir Elly Kadoorie
School and Managing Trustee of the School
Estate Trust. He was the President of the Gate
of Mercy Synagogue. He is the President of
the Bombay Zionist Association. He was a de-
legate to the World Zionist Congress. He is
the Executive Member of the World Confede-
ration of the United Zionists and is a Dy. Mem-
ber of the World Zionists Organisation. He has
bagged individual prizes in Inter School and
inter Collegiate Elocution and dramatic com-
petitions in St. Xavier’'s College and also bag-
ged the best workers prize. He did his primary
education from Sir Elly Kadoorie School and fur-
ther school education from the Sheth Anan-
dilal Poddar High School. He did his B.A. (Hons)
with Sociology and Anthropology from St. Xa-
vier’s College. He did his Law from the Govern-
ment Law College. He is the grandson of Late
Abraham Moses Talegawkar popularly known

in the Jewish Community as “TALEGAWKAR
MASTER” and is the son of the Late Isaac
Abraham Talegawkar, well known for his good
work for the Jewish Community.

Like his father Isaac who was on the Ma-
naging Committee of the Bene Israel Confer-
ence Education Fund for a number of years
till he passed away in 1983, Albert is also on
the M. C. of the Education Fund since 1963.

A person eager to argue with the speaker at a meeting is perhaps the only one listening care-
fully and thinking.
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THE BENE-ISRAEL

Why? Where? and Whence?
By D. J. SAMSON, Esq. L.C.E.

(Excerpts from the three articles that had appeared in “THE

magazine, in its April,

i believe the ancestors of the Bene-Israel
came to India through the ports of Elath and
Ezion-Geber at the head of the Gulf of
Akaba**, between 740 and 500 B.C., by sea
from Palestine in order to escape persecution.
(**Gulf of Akaba is on the Eastern side of the
Sinai Peninsula, the gulf on the West being
called the Gulf of Suez).

My chief reasons in support of the date
are as follows :-

(1) Our immediate forefathers always call-
ed themselves Bene-Israel and detested being
called “Yehoodies” (Jews) i.e. the descendants
of the tribe of Judah.

It will be noticed from the Bible, that after
the death of King Solomon there were two
kingdoms, one of Judah and the other of Israel,
and that these two were very often at variance
with each other. The fact of our ancestors de-
testing the appellation of Yahoodies tends to
show, that they belonged to ten tribes of lsrael,
who were carried away into captivity by the
King of Assyria about the year 740 B.C. (I Ch.
V 26, Il Kings XVI 7, Il Kings XVII 6).

(2) Dr. Wilson considered it remarkable
that the name Judah for males, was not to be
found among the Bene-lsrael (Dr. Wilson’s
“Lands of the Bible”, 1847, p. 668). This fact
further illustrates the abhorrence which the
Bene-Israel had to the tribe of Judah.

(3) Dr. Wilson in his “Lands of the Bible™
states that he was informed that the name
Reuben was the most common among the Bene-
Israel (Lands of the Bible, Il Volume p. 668).
This fact is significant and tends to show that
the ancestors of the Bene-Israel belonged tc
the tribe of Reuben (one of the ten tribes of
Israel, whose portion was bordering on the East
of the Northern half of the Dead Sea). In this
connection reference is invited to | Chronicles,

ISRAELITE” — a monthly

May and June 1917 issues)

V, 26, wherein it is stated that the King of
Assyria carried away even the Reubenites inte
captivity. The Biblical Chronology given to this
event the date of 740 B.C. or 721 B.C. accord-
ing to 11 Kings, XVII, 6.

(4) The Bene-lsrael considered prophet
Elijah as their TRIBAL SAINT; they revere him
above any other prophet, and invoke his bles-
sings on all festive and joyous occasions; in
fact vows are made in his name. In this con-
nection it will be remembered, that there is a
tradition among them that prophet Elijah had
revealed himself to the ancestors of the Bene-
Israel on a mountain near Khandala a village
in Konkan (not the hill-station of Khandala on
the Railway on the way to Poona). It is from
this village that Khandalkars derive their sur-
name. In connection with this peculiar tradition
reference is requested to | Kings Chapter XVIII
19-39 and Chapter XIX 8 and Il Kings 1.9.

(5) It was a peculiar custom of the Bene-
Israel to burn frankincense, not Dhup or cam-
phor, at their ceremonies, and even now this
custom is followed by some. A peculiar refer-
ence to this is found in Il Kings XVI, 3-4 where
the King of Judah is described as following in
the foot-steps of the Children of Israel in burn-
ing incense in the high places.

(6) Till recently the making of the Naza-
rite vow was common among the Bene-lIsrael.
In the present time we find occasional instan-
ces of this vow.

(7) -Dr. Wilson found the name Esther,
whie’ * . a favourite one among the Bagdadi
Jews,  did not occur among the Bene-lsraei
(Lands of the Bible p. 669). This incident shows
beyond a shadow of doubt, that the ancestors
of the Bene-Israel had left Palestine before the
time when the original drama of Queen Esther
was actually enacted in or about 500 B.C.

The one exclusive sign of thorough knowledge is the power of teaching — (Aristotle).
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(8) The Bene-lsrael seems to have been
ignorant of the fast of Tish-a-be-Ab which com-
memorates the two destructions of the temple.
Dr. Wilson says :— “Some of the Jews of
London, who lately opened a correspondence
with the Bene-lsrael have exhorted them strictly
to observe it, to which for many years they
had not been disinclined, having been admoni-
shed to the same effect by the Cochin Jews
(pp. 673-674).

(9) The Bene-Israel were ignorant of the
festival of “Hannuccah” i.e. the Feast of Dedi-
cation, which was introduced by Ezra and Nehe-
miah after the rebuilding of the second Temple
in 515 B.C. according to the Biblical chrono-
logy of Ezra, VI, 16. The Bene-Israel have no
vernacular name for this festival.

(10) The absence of the Scroll of the Law
among the Bene-Israel tends to support the
theory, that the ancestors of the Bene-lsrael
had left Palestine before the discovery of the
Scrolls of the Law by Ezra and Nehemiah as
described in a legend. It is ‘also important to
note that the Bene-lsrael were ignorant of the
traditions related in the Talmuds :

(11) There are about 130 surnames among
the Bene-Israel, which must have taken several
hundred years before they were stereotypes;
and when the last surname was taken there
must have been very many families in existence.
This fact coupled with the last tends to show,
that the ancestors of the Bene-Israel had been
living in India for several centuries before the
important towns of Alibag and Revdanda were
founded. (There are no surnames ‘‘Alibagkar”
and “Revdandkar”’ among the Bene-lIsraels).

(12) There is a tradition among the Bene-
Israel that their ancestors came to India from
Northwards several centuries ago, and that
they were the survivors of those who were
shipwrecked near Navgaon. Dr. Wilson states :-
“Their ancestors, they say, came to the coast
of India from a country to the Northward, about
1600 years ago”. (Lands of the Bible‘.’ p.
667).

(13) There were facilities for travel to the
North Konkan ports in those days. King Solo-
mon sent a navy from Ezion-Geber, at the head
of the Gulf of Akaba, to fetch gold, almug trees,

and precious stones; | Kings, IX, 26-28; | King
X, 11-12; and that once in three years his navy
brought gold, silver, ivory, apes and peacocks.
| Kings, X 22. There has been much specula-
tion about the location of Ophir. The Rev. Mr.
Lord following some former writers identifies
Ophir with Sopara which is now a neglected
village near Bassein. (The Jews in India and the
Far East pp. 50-51). Father Vaeth S. J. describ-
ing the ancient ports of North Konkan states
that Sopara had run a long and a glorious
career from the year 1000 B.C. or even before.
(Page 6 of his pamphlet). Cheul, which is only
a few miles south of Bombay, was also an im-
portant port of North Konkan for some period
prior to and at the beginning of the Christi.
Era.

(14) The religious observances and cere-
monies of the Bene-lsrael used to be (a) Sab-
bath, on account of which they were styled
“Shanvar Telies” (i.e. oil-pressers observing
Saturday), (b) the dietary laws prescribed in
Levitcus, (c) circumcision of their male children
on the 8th day, (d) the feast of Passover called
by them ‘“Ansi Dhakacha San” during which
period a sour sauce called ‘Anas’ (which was
the only leaven used by them) was kept aside.
(e) the Atonement day called ‘“‘Darfalnicha San”
i.e. the feast of closing the door.

(15) The Bene-lsrael would not have been
ignorant of the fast of Tish-a-be-Ab and the
feast of Purim.

(16) The Bene-lsrael would not have con-
fined themselves almost entirely, to the names
found in the Bible up to the destruction of
the first Temple, but would have had a variety
of names as are met with among the present
Bagdad Jews. Dr. Wilson says that the names
Hezkiel and Daniel (derived from per-
sonages who figured in history about 500
B.C.) were current among the Bene-lsrael in
his time (about 1847). But there is nothing to
show that they were also current among the
Bene-Israel at the time David Rahabi worked
among them.

(17) The old system of sacrifices (rem-
rants of which are still found among the Bene-
Israel) which had been entirely stopped after
the destruction of the 2nd temple in 70 A.D.
would not have been found among the Bene-

Smile at people — it takes 72 muscles to frown; only 14 to smile.
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Israel. The peculiar custom of burning frank-
incenses at important ceremonial occasions
would not have been found among them.

(18) Some other peculiar customs and
some peculiar phrases would not have been
found among the Bene-Israel. An example of a
peculiar phrase is ... (i.e. to wash
the hands of some persons) meaning to feast
some people. This phrase so far as | am aware,
is found chiefly among the Bene-Ilsrael. This
phrase has a peculiar reference to il Kings lll
ii. where Elisha is described as being the per-
son who poured water on the hands of Elijah.
This phrase illustrates the peculiar respect
which the Bene-Israel have for prophets Elijah
and Elisha, who prophesied mostly among the
tribes of lsrael. In passing | may state that it
is very important to collect such peculiar and
archaic phrases which are, or used to be found
among the Bene-Israel, as they will ultimately
supply one of the links in forging the chain of
the true nationality of the ancestors of the
Bene-Israel and the time of their coming to
India.

The ten tribes of Israel were carried into
captivity by the King of Assyria, and placed in
Halah and in Habor by the river Gozan, and
in the city of the Medes in 740 B.C. according
to Chronicles 1-V 26, or 721 B.C. according |}
Kings, XVIlI 6. The tribe of Judah was carried
into captivity to Babylon by Nebuchadnessar
in 588 B.C., Il Kings XXV, 11, 12, and 21 and
11 Chronicles XXXVII 20.

It has also been pointed out that it was
the custom in those days to carry away into
captivity not only the mighty men, and men
who were apt for war, but to carry away also
the craftsmen, possibly because they might be
able to assist in the industrial advancement of
the country to which they were carried, 2 Kings
XXIV 15-16. It is to this custom, we have got
to look for a reason of the escape of the an-
cestors of the Bene-Israel to India.

In or about 742 B.C., Rezin King of Syria,
or Pekah, King of Israel joined hands and came
up to Jerusalem and besieged Ahaz, the King
of Judah. At that time Rezin, King of Syria took
Elath (the port at the head of the Gulf of Akaba)
and drove away the Jews (Yehoodim in the
Hebrew text) from there. Then it was that Ahaz,

the King of Judah bought over Tilgathpilnesser
King of Assyria, with gold and silver he took
from the Temple at Jerusalem. The King of
Assyria, then attacked the King of Syria in
the rear, and took Damascus, the Chief City
of the King of Syria. The Siege of Jerusalem
was thus raised, and the King of Judah was
saved, Il Kings XVI 5-9. The same event is des-
cribed somewhat differently in Il Ch: XXVIII
5-21. There it is described how the King of
Israel slew 1,20,000 men of the tribe of Judah,
and carried a large number of men, women
and children into captivity, but released them
soon after at the instance of prophet Obed; it
is also described there how Ahaz bought over
the King of Assyria.

It is important to note that the port oi
Elath which is about 5 miles (8 Km.) from Ezior:-
geber was wrested from the hands of the King
of Judah, and was occupied by the Syrians
who were allies of the King of Israel.

In or about 730 B.C. Shalmaneser King of
Assyria invaded the territory of the King of
Israel and subdued it. Il Kings XVII. Six vears
thereafter the King of Assyria having found
conspiracy in lIsrael invaded their country, and
after 3 years siege took Samaria the capital of
the King of Israel, and overran the whole of
his territory, and in 721 B.C. carried the child-
ren of Israel into captivity, Il Kings XVII 6 and
XVIll 9-11.

A reference to a Biblical map of Palestine
and the surrounding countries is necessary to
follow this subject. It will be noticed from it
that the ports of Elath and Ezion-geber were
at the head of the gulf of Akaba within a dis-
tance of about 5 miles of each other, and that
they were about 150 miles (241 km.) from the
territory occupied by the Reubenites. It will also
be seen from it that between the territory of
the Reubenites and the head of the gulf of
Suez there was a desert; in order to avoid this
desert the Reubenites would have had to go
past the ports of Elath and Ezion-geber, or to
go through the territory owned by the King of
Judah. It will also be seen from the map that
the distance from the territory occupied by the
Reubenites to the head of the gulf of Suez was
about 220 miles (354 km.) as the crow flies.

Call people by name — the sweetest music to anyone’s ears is the sound of his name.
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If therefore the ancestors of the Bene-
Israel were mostly Reubenites, as suggested by
me, and if they escaped being carried away
into captivity by the King of Assyria in 721 B.C.,
then the most convenient place from which they
could make their escape was from the ports
of Elath and Ezion-Geber because the King of
Assyria had over-run the whole of the territory
north of the land occupied by them. They could
not go eastward because there was the Syrian
desert.

In considering the probability of these fugi-
tives coming to Indian shores we must remem-
ber that Jewish sailors of Elath and Ezion-geber
of those times must have known the way to
india, as King Solomon has obtained gold, sil-
ver, Almug-trees, ivory, apes and peacocks from
“Ophir which as stated last fime has been iden-
tified with ‘“Sopara” near Bassein. Since the
time of Solomon, trade between Palestine and
Sopara must have been kept up. Some of the
Jewish sailors who had visited “Sopara” must
have carried news to their brethren in Pales-
tine, that Indian princes were tolerant as re-
gards religious views. It seems probable that

v opgeey

At the meeting of the
Jamat of “Gate of
Mercy” Synagogue held
on January 24, 1926, it
passed a resolution vot-
ing Rs. 450/- for pay-
ment to the Collector
for diversion of the
cart-track and removal
of the encrochment,
and Rs. 1,500/- for the
completion of the com-
pound wall of Navgaon
cemetery.

the fugitive ancestors of the Bene-lsrael must
have sailed from the ports of Elath and Ezion-
geber to Sopara or Cheul, which were then
ports of first rate importance in the hope of
escaping bondage and religious persecution.

The fact that the ancestors of the Bene-
Israel were ship-wrecked near Navgaon shows,
that they were bound for a port, which was
of first rate importance at the time of their
coming.

It is possible, that a number of those that
ieft Palestine with the ancestors of the Bene-
Israel were craftsmen, who fled from Palestine
to escape being carried away into captivity by
the Assyrian Kings to Babylonia, and had their
ship not been wrecked off the shores of Nav-
gaon, we might have found many craftsmen
among the earliest settlers. It is possible that
a careful excavation of the two mounds at
Navgaon, under the guidance of experts, will
reveal some implements of old, which might
assist us in deciding whether the immigrants
were craftsmen or not. It is significant to note
that the Bene-Israel carpenters have been
known to be experts in their trade.

MONUMENT AT
NAVGAON CEMETERY

There is a tradition
among the Bene-lsraels
that their  ancestors
who landed in India
were ship-wrecked
about two thousand
years ago and that ex-
cept for the seven cou-
ples, others were
drowned and their bo-
dies were washed as-
hore, and buried in the
ancient cemetery.

Be genuinely interested in other people — you can like everybody if you really try.
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EZRA REUBEN,

Ezra Reuben was perhaps the first Bene-
Israel to be successful in the Arts and Law
graduation examinations. It is indeed creditable
that inspite of several difficulties, he persued
his education. Due to economic condition of his
parents they could not afford to burn oil lamps
continuously at home. Reuben therefore used
to study under the street lamps and also walk
long distances to attend to his school and later
college.

After graduation he took up Legal Practice
for a short time and then was appointed as a
Judicial Officer. He retired as a Chief Judicial
Officer of the Junagad State. Reuben’s family
is one of the few families in the Community
that has produced eminent personalities. His
eldest son Solomon after passing the M.A.
Examination, took up Government service and
soon rose to the post of ‘“Superintendent of
Land Records” in Thane. Unfortunately he pass-
ed away on November 3, 1918 at the age of
27 years, being one of the victims of the Influ-
enza epidemic in those days. His daughter Re-
becca was the first among the Bene-Israel to
top the list in the Matriculation Examination in
1905 and the second Bene-lsrael lady to pass
graduation examination. She devoted her entire
life for the cause of education. His son David
is the only Indian Jew to be successful in I.C.S.
Examination, which was considered very presti-
geous.

B.A. LL.B.

He was the President of the third Bene-
Israel Conference and after retirement he was
an Honorary Teacher in Sir Elly Kadoorie
School. He has donated a cottage in Matheran,
a Hill Station, to the Israelite School Macca-
beans for the benefit of the Bene-lsrael Com-
munity.

A AR AAS AR

DR. A. S. ERULKAR,

M.D. (London)

The first Bene-Israel to have passed M.D. Examination, standing Second in the University.

The late Dr. Erulkar, was the first Bene-
Israel to obtain his M.D. from the London Uni-
versity. A brilliant student throughout school
and college career; he stood second in the
M.D. Exam., no mean achievement for an Indian
in London. He was later elected as a Fellow
of the Royal Society of Medicine, London.

Yet he preferred to return to India and
serve his countrymen. As a Physician he was

well-known not only in Bombay but also in the
whole country. In fact he was physician to the
Father of our Nation, Mahatma Gandhiji. His
service to humanity did not end with only at-
tending to the rich or higher-ups. The poor
and the down-trodden and the economically
backward people also received equal attention.
They knew that he would never distinguish bet-
ween them and the others. He was charitable

You live only once. But if you work it right, once is enough — Fred Allen.
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by nature and refrained from taking fees from
the poor.

He believed firmly that charity begins at Home
and has done much for the community. In 1918
an epidemic of Influenza swept Bombay, claim-
ing many precious lives. The “Gate of Mercy”
Synagogue decided to open a free dispensary
on its premises to render medical aid to poor
Bene-lsraels, but for some reasons the resolu-
tion could not be implemented immediately. So,
Dr. Erulkar who was a member of the Hindu
Medical Association persuaded them to open a
temporary dispensary in the Israelite School
Compound. Several Bene-Israels took advantage
of it without feeling the pinch to their purses.
Dr. Erulkar was on the management of the Sir
Elly Kadoorie High School (then known as the
“Israelite School”) for several years. He was
also President of the School.

During the World War-ll when European
Jews, some of whom were doctors came to
india to escape Nazi persecution. Indian doc-

tors objected to their stay here on the plea
that it would affect their profession. But Dr.
Erulkar pleaded on their behalf and convinced
the Indian National Congress on the wisdom
of letting them stay here.

Dr. Erulkar was the eldest son of Dr. Solo-
mon Abraham Erulkar of Ahmedabad, who was
mainly responsible for building the Synagogue
in Ahmedabad, which has been named as
“Magen Abraham”.

Dr. A. S. Erulkar took active part in the
All India Israelite League and was one of its
Presidents. The League was responsible for the
starting of the Jewish Co-operative Bank. He
used to contribute articles to the Journal, “THE
ISRAELITE”, which was published by his youn-
ger brother, Barrister David S. Erulkar. Special
mention must be made of one of his articles
which appeared in March-April 1921 issue on
the subject of Anti-Semetism. Dr. Erulkar was
a staunch nationalist.

AUTOBIOGRAPHY of Dr. JERUSHA J. JHIRAD
THE FIRST WOMAN TO SECURE GOVERNMENT SCHOLARSHIP MEANT FOR MEN ONLY

(1914) AND THE FIRST INDIAN CHIEF MEDICAL OFFICER, CAMA AND ALBLESS HOSPITAL
(1928)

FAMILY CIRCLE :

My great-grandfather Sardar Bahadur Solo-
mon Balaji Jhiradkar, was one of those who
served in the British Army during the Indian
Mutiny (1857) and in Abyssinian War. In recog-
nition of his meritorious Service he was award-
ed the “Order of the British India” Medal and
also land at Poona about 120 miles inland from
Bombay. This was our ancestral home for a few
generations till about 60 years ago. A Bene-
Israel Synagogue now sanctifies these grounds.
We feel particularly happy as our grandfather
and later an uncle, used to conduct regular
Sabbath and High Holiday services in our large

hall. Of course, they ' had acquired a Torah
Scroll.

My mother’s grandfather Subedar Samuel
Moses Nagavkar had also served under the Bri-
tish Army and won several medals. He also ser-

Not everything that is faced can be changed. But nothing can be changed until it is faced.
— James Baldwin.
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ved in the Abyssinian war. He lived to a good
old age and we children used to play many
pranks on him. The family had property in
Thana, about 40 miles from Bombay. The Syna-
gogue in Thana was built under his able and
vigilant supervision.

My mother’s father Abraham Samuel
Nagavkar was the first graduate in Engineering
(1871) in the Community. He took up civil engi-
neering and served in Mysore State (South
India) with distinction. He had a large family
and thus we used to have good gathering of
aunts, uncles and cousins, particularly during
High Holidays, when my father conducted the
services. My mother’s youngest sister Mrs. Leah-
bai D. Solomon was the first woman graduate
in our community, followed by my cousin. | am
the third, but the first woman in the community
to take up medicine.

In our family we were four sisters and
three brothers. One brother died young. My
father was studying at the medical college in
Bombay when he was married at the age of
18 years. My mother was only 14, and as the
family started arriving, father had to give up
his studies. Just about that time our maternal
grandfather had acquired a Coffee Estate in
Mysore State and our father was given charge
of it. We had wonderful, enjoyable times at the
.estate, roaming through the estate, chewing ripe
coffee berries, paddling in a stream nearby and
watching the crushing process and so on —
the estate being quite isolated even from the
nearest village and ours the only family, except
for the labourers. All went off well for years
when suddenly the planter’s pest overran all
the surrounding plantations as well as ours.
Qur circumstances changed, and father had to
seek service in order to maintain the family.
He went up north and secured employment in
the railway. Our mother, never very strong but
most hard-working among her sisters, contract-
ed rheumatoid arthritis and was eventually crip-
pled and remained so for about 20 years, but
always ever so cheerful and helpful. Many Bri-
tish women friends would come over to be
cheered by her! We passed through difficult
times but | was happy to give our mother real
comfort and joy when | began to earn. During
our schooling days, father could just manage
to meet the educational expenses of my bro-

ther, a year and half older than me. My younger
sister Leahbai was kept at home to look after
mother and younger brother. It was only after
my brother and | qualified that she could take
up the study of fine art, even going abroad
after some years. | was already a boarder when
mother took ill.

My two sisters were married young. My
elder brother took up medicine along with me.
and spent a number of years in charge of a
railway hospital. My younger sister, in addifion
to art, had a predilection for social service,
devoting much time and thought — working
among young girls from the lower middle class
families, mothers and children as also the
elderly people. Among my nieces, there have
been three doctors, two of them now in Israel.
A nephew a surgeon, had also settled in Israel.

MY SCHOLASTIC CAREER :

For my school education | was sent to a
well recognised High School for girls at Poona
where | continued until | matriculated. (I could
not afford private tuition in Hebrew so took up
Sanskrit, the second language taught in School,
even winning the Sanskrit scholarship for
women at matriculation). | won enough scholar-
ships, to enable me to go through the medical
course. Soon after | qualified in 1912 and set
up a general practice in Bombay.

THE FIRST WOMAN TO GET GOVERNMENT
SCHOLARSHIP :

Early in 1914 a friend suggested that |
should apply for a Tata Loan Scholarship in
order to go abroad. On this being sanctioned,
| prepared to proceed to London in May 1914.
Just before | sailed, a friend from the Secreta-
riat brought a message for me to apply for the
Government of India Scholarship — apparently
a Councillor had noted my career and wished
to put up my case. Every year at college |
used to see the Government Notice for post-
graduate scholarship abroad, open only to men.
Anyway, within less than six months, | was
agreeably surprised and relieved when Govern-
ment sanction came, | being the first woman to
be given this Scholarship. | registered af the
London School of Medicine for women and
started studying, first for the M.B.B.S., as re-
quired. Then came the hurdle — | was keen

We make living by what we get; make life by what we give.
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on taking the M.D. in Obs & Gyn. of London
University and this meant a resident post of at
least six months. London was very conservative
in those days. Medical women were not ad-
mitted to other colleges or hospitals except the
Royal Free and the Elizabeth Garrett-Anderson
Hospitals, and it was natural that British Women
would get first preference. Howevre, when the
First World War broke out, medical men were
called up, and Britist women were welcomed
at the General Hospitals. | was thus fortunate
enough to be taken on at the E.G.A. Hospital,
where | spent nearly two years, receiving valu-
able experience in practical obstetrics and
gynaecology under Miss Chadburn, who was
very sympathetic and permitted me even to per-
form abdominal operations. In 1918 | was house-
surgeon at the Maternity Hospital, in Birmingham.

COMMENCEMENT OF MY CAREER:

I qualified M.D. in 1919 and returned to
India. There was still the last wish of my day-
dream to be realised. Dr. Turner Watts was in-
charge of the Cama Hospital. | offered honorary

services but there was no such opening at that
time.

| set up my consulting practice in Bombay.
in 1920 | was asked to fill a leave vacancy in
the Obstetric and Gynaecological department at
Lady Hardings Medical College and Hospital in
Delhi, the only one in India reserved for Women
students. While there, | was offered a post at
Bangalore (South India) in-charge of the
Maternity Hospital. This was quite a small
hospital with facilities only for obstetric work
— no operation theatre. However, arrangements
were made for me to take cases requiring
major surgery to the General Hospital. My stay
in Bangalore meant much uphill task. | had to
organise A.N.C. — P.N.C. proper intranatal care
as well as Child Welfare Clinics. Social workers
in Bangalore got interested and we formed a
Child Welfare Council to Organise clinics and
feeding centres. Donors interested in the hospital
came forward so that we could have a model
labour-ward (puerperal sepsis was rife in
those days), an operation theatre and a
gynaecological ward.

FULFILMENT OF MY AMBITION :

| left Bangalore at the end of 1924 and
returned to Bombay. Fortunately honorary posts
had been sanctioned at the Cama Hospital and
| was accepted (1925). Dr. Turner-Watts retired
in 1928 and | was appointed medical officer,
the first Indian to be given this post. A real
fulfilment of my childhood Day-Dream. While |
was yet at School, | got news of my second
married sister’'s illness in Bombay. She was
barely 17 years old. She had a premature delivery
of twins and was seriously ill (1902). A rela-
tive of my father happened to visit Poona and
I met her. She related how ill my sister had been
and how she had been treated and her life
saved by Dr. Bensor, M.D. (Lond.) and in-
charge of the Cama Hospital. This struck my
fancy and | wished | could also be a doctor,
take the M.D. (Lond.) and be in-charge of the
Cama Hospital (one of the first hospitals for
women under Government, staffed entirely by
women) a dream | never mentioned to anyone.
| was only eleven years old at that time and
my schooling was entirely dependent on merit
scholarships, standing first in the first class
throughout.

| had an up-hill task here too. Work all
around increased. Quite shortly, resident posts
were doubled and even trebled and more hono-
rary posts created (Cama Hospital resident
posts are recognised for post-graduate degree
at the Bombay University). Much organisation
had to be carried out. A.N.C., P.N.C. were stabi-
lised as also child welfare. Special investigations
for cases of sterility were started and work
in the labour ward regularised, particularly as
often cases were admitted late in labour.
Ostecmalasia was common, especially in purdah
women (mostly Muslim) and it was quite a
task to persuade men-folk to consent cae-
sarean section. Once a Muslim woman was
admitted of an evening, with suspicion of
ectopic gestation. On my arrival, | was met by
an irate husband, who raised his thick stick,
threatening to kill me if | touched his wife: |
just smiled and told him | must first see her.
The patient fortunately was sub-acute and we
could temporise. However, during the night the
wife persuaded her husband to yield and was
operated in the morning. About a year later this

If you have knowledge, let others light their candle at it — Margaret Fuller.
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woman developed similar symptoms. The couple
rushed up to the hospital and requested that
she be operated immediately !

EXTENTION TO THE HOSPITAL :

A number of women post-graduates came
from different parts of India and needed
residential accommodation. All round work
seemed to have increased. Necessary exien-
sions were carried out : spacious outpatient de-
partment on hospital grounds, a pathological
laboratory and diagnostic X’rays, extension of
quarters for accommodating the nursing staff,
and for residents, as also a post graduate hos-
tel (the first of its kind in Bombay).

Most of these extensions were possible
through donations and contributions, during the
Golden Jubilee of the Hospital, celebrated in
1936. Lady Beaumont, wife of the Chief Justice
of the Bombay High Court, was our Chairman.
Many leading British and Indian ladies volun-
teered to organise attractive and entertaining
functions. A number of ordinary women, attend-
ing our out-patients brought donations. A Mus-
lim patient handed me Rupees One Hundred !
What appreciation and gratitude! In England
Drs. Benson and Turner-Watts (Rtd. M.Os of
C.H.) along with other retired women brought
out a brochure for the occasion. | did feel en-
couraged and thankful. The year following |
was awarded the M.B.E. | am sure Lady Beau-
mount was responsible.

One of my Assistant Honoraries, in the
early years of my tenure at Cama Hospital was
Dr. Jamnabai Dhurandhar (later Desai). A few
years after she retired from honorariship, she
had severe attack of enteric fever and develop-
ed intestinal haemorrhage requiring intensive
treatment including blood transfussion - | spent
that night near her and again a few days later
when she was sinking. | wonder if this soli-
.citude of mine made Dr. Desai to walk into my
office at the hospital with a cheque for Rupees
One Lac. | explained to him the plan | had in
mind for having a modern Aseptic operation
theatre above an Administrative Block, between
Cama & Albless hospitals. This building ac-
tually materialised after my retirement. A well

sculptured statue of Jamnabai adorns the en-
“trance.

Another addition | had planned was a se-
parate ward for new-born, as | had noticed
too much of handling of these by patient’s rela-
tives. | wrote to Dr. Miss Cama, a relative of
the donor of Cama Hospital and one of the
first Indian women to qualify from Grant Medi-
cal College. She very graciously gave a dona-
tion and this ward was also built after my re-
tirement.

DR. JHIRAD POST GRADUATE LIBRARY :

Cama Hospital had hardly a library to
speak of when | took over. | was keen on keep-
ing up with the times and apart from subscrib-
ing to B.E. Journal of Obstetrics and Gynae-
cology as well as the American Journal, | would
purchase some of the latest publications. These
| would lend to my residents and post-gradu-
ates until |1 could persuade Government to sanc-
tion grants atleast for subscribing to the jour-
nals. My residents and post-graduates were
really appreciative of my interest in them. This
is evident, as some of them, now senior hono-
raries, got together funds and Government
sanction to open a Post-Graduate Library at
the Cama Hospital to be named after me, at
my eightieth birthday (1971). When | retired in
1947, | had endowed a post-graduate scholar-
chip in my mother’s memory.

BIHAR EARTHQUAKE :

I recollect an incident which gave me joy
during my tenure at the Cama Hospital. The
State of Bihar in the north was struck by a
severe earthquake in 1934. Indian Congress
workers took a lead in rescue work, their iea-
der was Dr. Rajendra Prasad (later the first
President of Independent India). One night |
got a telegram from Dr. Rajendra Prasad, re-
questing an immediate despatch of six medical
women to the quake-affected area, to work
among purdah women. | was puzzled. First
thing in the morning, | phoned up three senior
medical women to meet me. One of them, Dr.
Kashibai Nayrange, a popular, general practitio-
ner, immediately volunteered to lead the dele-
gation. | went to hospital and to one of my
wards for my routine round. A group of resi-
dents and post-graduates were awaiting me. |
just passed round the wire and to my gratifi-
cation, in less than half an hour my five volun-

Appreciation is like an insurance policy premium. It has to be renewed now and then.
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teers came up to me. The group left the same
after-noon and spent more than a month in
various villages.

UNIVERSITY EXAMINER :

| have been examiner for the M.D. at Bom-
bay, Madras and Poona Universities for many
years. | have worked on the Senate and Medi-
cal Faculty at Bombay, Poona and Baroda
Universities. | was appointed on the Maternity
and Child Welfare Committee of I.R.F.A. (now
I.C.M.R.) for years and was its Chairman for
several years. | undertook investigations into
Maternal Mortality in Bombay 1937-38, and
brought out a report. Besides this, | have writ-
ten many papers, Ectopic Gestation and Varico-
Vaginal Fistulae amongst others. Puerperal
Sepsis was a nightmare at Bangalore and in
Bombay, but | was glad that near the time of
my retirement this was almost wiped out. |
was invited to give orations at Bombay, Baroda
and Calcutta.

| joined the Association of Medical Women
in India soon after | returned to India and have
since been actively connected with it.

The Lady Hardings Medical College for
Women in Delhi (sponsored by AMW.l) has a
representative on their Governing Body which
| represented for years. During that period |
had to agitate strongly against the Government
proposal to introduce co-education and in order
to sustain our point of view, called on the Pre-
sident, Vice-President, Prime Minister, Educa-
tion Minister and Health Minister. Although
purdah is almost extinct in India, our main
objection was that many families were still con-
servative and particularly that it was a residen-
tial college. We have succeeded so far.

| was chosen Member of the Royal College
of Obstetricians and Gynaecologists in 1935
and elected Fellow in 1947, now on the retired
list. | had an absorbing practice, even through
my services at the Cama Hospital as also for
some years after. While in charge of the hos-
pital, | always made it clear to my private pati-
ents that an emergency at the hospital would
take precedence but assured them that | would
arrange for an equally qualified substitute.

Apart from my medical work, | had wide
interests. | was very fond of teaching and used

to hold special sessions of an evening and
even Sunday mornings. Men post-graduates
from other colleges also attended.

FORMATION OF STREE MANDAL :

Soon after | qualified for M.B.B.S. in 1912
| set up a General Practice in Bombay. A group
of young teachers and college students in the
Community got together to present me with an
address. It was the first time women in our
community had thus met. Women of other
communities were far advanced. This gave me
an idea to organise a women’s association in
our community to bring them together for cul-
tural and social advancement. (The Bene-Israsl
Stree Mandal, 1913). At that time | was 22
years old.

JEWISH RELIGIOUS UNION :

Ours had been a good religious upbringing.
When, a boarder at School, | won a prize, |
promptly purchased a copy of the Bible for
Home Reading. Vol. | by Claude C. Montefiore
of England and read it with deep interest and
devotion. Soon after | went to London for my
post-graduate studies | joined the Liberal Jewish
Synagogue and attended Sabbath and High
Holiday services regularly. This brought me in
contact with Dr. C. G. Montefiore, the Hon. Lily
H. Montague and Rabbi I. I. Muttuck, who were
very friendly and helpful even after my return
to India. In 1925, when | finally settled down
in Bombay, | sponsored the establishment of
the Jewish Religious Union on progressive lines.
We have regular services and religious classes
and discussions and have our own Synagogues.
The Union celebrated its Golden Jubilee in
March 1975. Much encouragement has been
given to us by visits of Rabbis from abroad
off and on.

My interests in general have made me take
a leading part in organising and encouraging
work for general welfare and particularly wel-
fare among mothers and children in Maha-
rashtra State, as also work for the blind, the
physically disabled, vigilance work, rescue
homes and children’s aid society. | was award-
ed the Padma Shree (an Indian distinction)
nine years ago.

(Dr. Jhirad passed away on 2-6-84).

It is in pardoning, that we are pardoned. It is in dying, that we are born to eternal life.
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Two Bene-Israel Personalities who Enlightened the llliterates
in the [9th Century

By : Mrs. RACHEL GADKAR

REBECCABAI SIMON WAKRULKAR
INTRODUCTION :

This is a fascinating and enchanting story
of two social workers and social reformers viz.
Rebeccabai and Simon Vakrulkar, who enligh-
tened illiterate women of Maharashtra in per-
sonal hygiene and social welfare through writ-
ings, talks and actual work among the down-
trodden women.- The two, husband and wife,
with determination and courage tried to tackle
the problem at a period when there were
hardly any social workers. The two, particularly
Rebeccabai have left a lasting memory for
their endeavour to 12ise moral, physical and
intellectual base of the poor.

SIMON VAKRULKAR :

Simon was a prolific Marathi writer, social
worker, social reformer, a poet, a great critic
and orator of the first rank. After the death of
his father, Banaji Vakrulkar, a Cloth Merchant,
he left Alibag and settled down in Bombay.

In Bombay he found that due to ignorance,
the percentage of child-birth death was very
high. He therefore did his best to educate the
illiterate women, particularly of the Harijan
community in personal hygiene. In 1882 he
started “NITI PRASARAK MANDAL” (an institu-
tion for imparting moral instructions) and open-
ed several branches in the surrounding villages.
He used to go on tours to these branches,
lecturing on women’s health, personal hygiene,
moral rectitude and prohibition among the
Harijan Community. In 1899 he established in
his own house an institute known as “AROGYA
MANDIR”, where talks by eminent Social Wor-
kers were arranged.

He inspected the books prescribed by the
Government for the Schools (poetry — Kavita)
and sent in a report to the Education Com-
mission in 1883 that the portion prescribed for
the students was difficult, pedantic and mis-
leading. This report raised a storm of protest
and Education Commission agreed to omit
those poems from the Books. He has written
13 books on various subjects in Marathi. The
Maharaja of Baroda, the late Shrimant Saya-
jirao Gaikawad patronized his books and invit-
ted him to Baroda and asked him to write some
books and to inspect the schools in his Stater
and suggest reforms. Mr. Simon’s reports and
suggestions pleased the Maharaja and he offer-
ed him a high post in Education Department.
But Mr. Simon declined the offer as it would
hamper his social work elsewhere.

REBECCABAI VAKRULKAR :

Rebeccabai, daughter of Bhauji Abaji
Ghosalkar, a Subedar in the 25th Native In-
fantry, was fond of acquiring knowledge. Her
early education was in Alibag, in a Missionary
School. When she married Simon on April 2,
1873 (The lIsraelite School was started on July
5, 1875), the bridegroom’s first présent to his
16 year old bride was books for studies.

It's more important to reach the people who count than to count the people you reach.
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CRITICISM FOR JOINING
MID-WIFERY COURSE :

In order to render faultless and scientific
treatment to the poor, Rebeccabai wanted to
be a Doctor, but in those days, women were
not admitted in Grant Medical College. So she
joined Mid-Wifery Course in the same College
inspite of severe criticism and even threats of
personal assault by the members of the com-
munity, as the Course involved touching of dead
bodies.

SIMON BECOMES A DOCTOR :

Since the wife could not be a qualified
Doctor, husband joined the Medical College
and passed out successfully. Simon then taught
his wife all that he learnt in the College with
the aid of sketches and models. Simon did not
stop at this. He took weekly oral and written
tests on what he had taught in the previous
week.

A SPECIALIST IN FEMALE
HEALTH PROBLEMS :

Due to this intensive instructions and train-
ing by her husband, Rebeccabai became a
Specialist in Female Health Problems and her
fame spread far and wide not only in Maha-
rashtra but also in Gujarat and Madras.

Both husband and wife did not utilise their
knowledge for exploiting the poor, but for the
benefit of mankind. Their Motto was “SERVICE
ABOVE SELF”.

LOVE FOR THE POOR

In her profession she came in conact with
the richest families of the Indian States and
the poorest labourers. In her spare time she
called labourers to her place and instructed
them in the use of Cheap Household Remedies.
Since the Native women were extremely shy
to disclose their ailments to the Doctors, much
less undergo medical examinations there was
a move by some leading citizens of Bombay
to get two English Lady Doctors to solve the
problems, Rebeccabai Simon exploded the myth
by her strong article challenging ‘““How could
a Doctor diagnose in the absence of the pro-
blem of language?” She appealed for medi-
cal course to be introduced in the Native Lan-
guage keeping it open to those who had pass-

ed the Mid-Wifery Course. She went into the
poor localities and the illiterate such as the
Dhor-Ali in Mhatarpakhadi and Kamathipura
areas. In her dispensary at Khetwadi she attend-
ed to the needy without remuneration and even
helped their children for their education. Saya-
jirao Gaikwad of Baroda in appreciation of her
Noble and selfness service had invited her to
Baroda so the populace could benefit too.

ADOPTION OF POOR CHILDREN AND
SPREAD OF LITERACY :

She adopted poor but deserving students
to help them become self supporting. She con-
ducted classes for imparting basic knowledge
to the illiterates at “NITI PRASARAK MANDAL”,
established by her h4usband at Mazgaon and
Lal Baug. The age of the students both male
and female ranged from 7 to 50 years. She
had truly followed in the footsteps of the “LADY
WITH A LAMP” — the great FLORENCE
NIGHTINGALE.

PUBLICATIONS AND ARTICLES ON
PERSONAL HYGIENE

In 1878 she wrote “KUTUMB MANTRI”
giving advice on Homely aid and Remedies to
the poor. It was hailed as a worthy conrtibu-
tion to benefit the poor middle class and was
reprinted. In 1879 her medical guide “SOOYIN”
was given a whole-hearted welcome in Maha-
rashtra and was translated in Gujarati too.

She also wrote articles as guidance to the
Expectant Mothers which appeared in the local
Marathi and Gujarathi newspapers. In 1880 her
articles on “Infertility, its causes and reme-
dies” was published in Gopal Ganesh Agar-
kar’'s paper “Sudharak”. It was reproduced in
the Bombay Journal “The Gujarathi” in Surat
“Gujarath Mitra” and in Ahmedabad’s
“Hitechu”.

COMPLIMENTS FROM THE LATE JUSTICE
RANADE & OTHER EMINENT PERSONALITIES :

Justice Ranade called those publications
“Hemant Series”, “The Hindu” of Madras and
Western University of Chicago, from far away
America sang her praises.

In 1880, the great Social Worker Shri Agar-
kar praised her articles appearing in a series
in a Marathi Magazine ‘‘Sudharak”. Many emi-
nent specialists and worthy Doctors spoke

Love is not measured by how many times you touch each ‘other, but how many times you
reach each other.
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highly of them. In a letter Shri Agarkar writes
to her “Educated Ladies giving helping hand
to the needy poor women is our prime con-
cern at the moment”.

HER CHILDREN :

Her two sons became Engineers and the
two daughters Elizabeth and Sarah obtained
M.D. from Cleveland College of Physicians and
Surgeons, Elizabeth, the elder who got her Doc-
torate on 30th April 1903 was the first lady
Doctor among the Indian Jews. The younger
one followed in the same footsteps.

In all her letters to her daughters, Mrs.
Rebeccabai Simon ever kept the need of the
country as the goal of service to the poor.

After serving the suffering Humanity selflessly
for 28 years this Great soul ascended to meet
her Master on the 26th June, 1904. Many a
newspaper gave a fitting ode to the Glorious
“Mrs. Rebeccabai Simon Vakrulkar”.

(The above article is translated into English
from a Marathi article written by Mrs. Rachel
Gadkar, which appeared in the Sunday Edition
of “Sakal” a Marathi daily in its issue of
23-11-1980. It is an excerpt from the nriginal
Marathi article).

Miss REBECCA REUBEN

B.A., S.T.D. (Cambridge)

Principal, Sir Elly Kadoorie High School (1922-1951) Advisor: 1951 — 1957.

The first Bene-lsrael to top the list at the Matriculation Examination.

It was 1905. The educational authorities had
noticed year after year that girls had more
difficulty in Maths. than boys, hence the per-
centage of girls passing the Matric Examina-
toin was miserably low. They seriously contem-
plated revising the Maths Syllabus for girls to
help them overcome this problem. But then
they noticed that one particular girl had scored
100% marks that very same year in Maths.
They changed their decision immediately. “If
one girl can achieve this feat any other can”
they thought.

That brilliant girl was none other than the
late Miss Rebecca Reuben — topping the list
of Matric Students that year. She scored nearly
100% in most other subjects — including
Hebrew, though she had switched over to it
from Sanskrit just 3 year earlier.

Her educational excellence brought her
offers for Principalship in several reputed
schools but she readily sacrificed these presti-
geous posts to become Principal of the lIsrae-
lite High School (now known as “Sir Elly
Kadoorie High School”) and work for the Wel-
fare of the Community.

Reuben

immensely.
academic work she introduced
curricular activities :

As Principal Miss
standard of the school

improved the
Besides
several extra

She started (i) the Boy-Scouts and Girl
Guides movement which secured prizes in
atheletics and other events; (ii) a co-ope-
rative society entirely manned by students

Nothing in life is to be feared. It is only to be understood — Marie Curie.

63



to supply stationery etc. to students; (iii) a
model “Parliament exclusively managed by
students themselves; (iv) Debating Society
on interesting and topical subjects and
elocution competitions; and (v) revived the
Ex-Students’ Association and named it
“Israelite School Maccabeans”.

She took personal interest in all these acti-
vities and made sure that students enjoyed
themselves and did not think that school meant
only studies and examinations.

Miss Reuben organized Isruhag picnics
every year — and one particular picnic will
linger longer in the memory of all participants.
She depicted the scene of Jews leaving Egypt
under the leadership of Prophet Moses, often
grumbling, sometimes quarrelling and finally
demanding water in the wilderness where none
existed.

During her tenure the school was faced
with a major problem. The Bombay Municipal
Corporation certified the school buliding as too
old for repairs. They had to either close down
the School or build a new one at short notice
at the colossal cost of Rs. 2 lakhs (in those
early times). It had to be quick thinking and
quicker action. The community managed to
raise Rs. 33,000/-. Then she personally met the
Board of Directors of the Anglo Jewish Asso-
ciation and conviced them of the urgent need,
persuading them to donate a handsome grant.
And finally she got Sir Elly Kadoorie to donate
a large sum. Only a woman with her perse-
verence and grit could face such a monumental
problem and come out triumphant.

As an educationist she had no parallel. She
was appointed member of the Education Com-
mittee by the Government and was marked oul
to become Minister of Education of the then
Bombay Presidency. But the glamour of this
coveted post did not deter her from strongly
condemning the Government’s education sys-
tem and they later admitted that she had been
right. She was fearless and outspoken even at
the cost of displeasing those in authority.

A noted authoress she has several books
to her credit — some of them are prescribed
as school text books. For community she had
a monthly publication “NOPHETH” consisting
of Biblical Stories and Jewish life. She also
wrote ““BENE-ISRAELS OF BOMBAY” and
“SHABUOTH”. She had spared no pains in
making the compilation of the Bene-lsrael an-
nual and year Book as complete as possible.
The value of the publication was greatly en-
hanced by a short review of the past year and
an article on the reorganisation of the Commu-
nity. She had given religious instruction a high
place in her scheme for the reorganisation of
the community. Besides the book contained a
short information on various Synagogues and
communal institutions in India, names of de-
gree and title holders, Military Officers and
professional ladies and gentlemen of status,
outstanding communal workers, authors, writers
and their publications.

She was an active participant of the Bene-
Israel Conference and a Managing Committee
Member of the Bene-Israel Conference Educa-
tion Fund for several years and also its Sec-
retary in 1927.

In 1942 she visited Israel and a grand re-
ception was held in her honour in Jerusalem.
(it should be remembered that there were no
Indian Jews in Israel then) and she sur-
prised everyone by giving a speech in perfect
and fluent Hebrew — for which she got a
standing ovation.

Miss. Reuben was the First Bene Israel
Lady to perform Kirtans. As she did not ap-
prove the word ‘Kirtan’ she called it Sangeet
Vyakhyan (Oration accompanied with music
and songs).

Miss R. Reuben will always be remembered
by those who knew her. As it has been said
“To live in the hearts of people is to never
die at all”. This can rightly be said of her.

“That which the intelligence cannot do, time (work, application, worry) will do”. — A saying
of Jewish sages.
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MESSAGE FROM MISS R. REUBEN

TO

THE BENE ISRAEL YOUTH DAY (1937)

(Youth day used to be celebrated from 1936 to about 1944 in which youths below 35 years
of age were allowed to participate).
(The advice given by Miss R. Reuben in 1937 is even more approrpiate to-day : Hence the
reason for reproducing it)

“Your old men shall dream dreams and
your young men shall see visions'-—!oel ii. 28.

This old, unsatisfactory world of ours
seems to be crashing about us in ruins. Men
lacking vision have made a sorry mess of it all.
And yet, this same old world has been sustain-
ed, all these ages, by the visions of those who
dream, and who see new worlds in their
dreams.

Thus did Joseph, among his stocks of
corn, under a star-bespangled sky, dream
dreams and gathered strength, and rose trim-
phant out of the depths of a dungeon pit, to
ensure peace and plenty in a hungry world.

Thus did Moses discover the eternal varie-
ties in the blossoming of a desert-bush and
fired by it, he led forth an enslaved people out
of bondage and shaped them till they were fit
for freedom.

Thus Devorah, under her palm tree, medi-
tated and waited until the hour struck when
she whipped the apathy out of a dispirited na-
tion and roused faint-heart to action.

So, David the shepherd boy, leading his
sheep to quiet pastures, his soul attuned to
beauty, drank in the music of the spheres, and
with its might, charmed away the ugly humours
of a moody King.

Thus Amos, headsman, brooding amidst his
native hills, on sights and sounds of wrong
doing, dared confront a king in all his glory,
to castigate him for his unrighteousness.

So did Hosea, grieving over an erring wife,

learn the lesson of understanding love out of

a broken heart, and teach it to the World.

Thus did Jeremiah, thrilled with the beauty
of the wakeful almond blossom in spring, wake
to the spirit of hope that watches over man,
and sing comfort into the hearts of a broken
people when no flicker of hope appeared in
the darkening gloom.

And so, through the ages, and throughout
the nations, has youth dreamt and dared and
wrought.

To-day — starving in the midst of plenty,
enslaved by false ideals : despairing, apathetic :
a prey to evil humours and foliies: oppressed
with cruel injustices and bitter resentments :
drained dry of the milk of human kindness :
blind with hopelessness: — today, as never
before does the World need the vision of youth
— of ‘SILLY, Charming, Beautiful Youth’, of
youth that dreams and dares all.

The World is being shattered to bits before
us. What will remain? One thing surely — the
opportunity to “remould it nearer to the heart’s
desire”. And it will be the privilege of the
youth of to-day to do it.

Meditation and action — daring dreams and
daring deeds — that is the spirit of youth —
the lightening that sleeps within the cloud, to
flash forth out of thick darkness.

Arise, Barak!

A ‘shattered world lies before you. What
are you going to make of it?

e R

An angry man opens his mouth and shuts up his reason.



Padmashri “REUBEN DAVID” (DANDEKAR)
— the Miracle-man of Ahmedabad Zoo

Padmashri Reuben accomplishes a novel
occupation as the Zoo Superintendent of the
Ahmedabad Zoo Complex. ‘To communicate
with animals by Reuben’ isn't amusing to one
and all. This Zoo, the outcome of Reuben’s
singular performance in life, has earned him
international name and fame because of breed-
ing in captivity exotic and endangered species
of animals, birds and reptiles like crocodiles
and pythons and suitably display them with
magnificent architectural expressions. He trap-
ped alive half a dozen man-eater crocodiles.
Now  these ‘man-eaters who were trapped alive
have settled down so well ‘that they have bred
in the Zoo. Reuben, to his credit, has almost
100 crocodiles. Ahmedabad Zoo is in the lime-
light and is perhaps the only Zoo in the country
to have successfully bred Flamingoes in
captivity ~which has become a “regular ‘event
every year.

The tigers, lions, binturongs and almost all
other animals including the rare albino animals
and birds have been bred here with success.
A number of successful experiments on the
concept of co-existence of different species of
animals have been carried out. The last and

the sixth experiment was that of a lion and a
dog who were brought up together as lovely
playmates. Montu, the lion and Tommy, a
Mongrel dog became hand and glove with each
other. In one instance, years ago a dog, a
monkey and a tiger were kept together in an
enclosure and the trio had the proud privilege
of enjoying the ennobling company of Reuben
at times.

The entire Zoo Complex viz.,, the Zoo
Garden, the Children’s park (Balvatika) and the
Natural History Museum at Ahmedabad are the
creations of Reuben David which he develop-
ed from scratch and still at this age of 73,
he sticks on to it like an avid father to his
children. This is all due to the consideration
and exalted appreciation of the Ahmedabad
Municipal Corporation for- which Reuben David
had: unflinching -devotion and- transparent dedi=
cation.

‘In recognition of his performances 'in all
spheres, the Govt. of Gujarat has appointed
him as the Honorary Advisor for the  huge
Museum Complex encompassing an area of
1250 acres at Gandhinagar. But Reuben admits

Success comes to those who dare and act.

It seldom goes »td ﬂ;e timid — Jawaharlal Nehru



that! behind all his achievements in life, his
wife Sarah was always in the background. All
thelse superb accoplishments would not have
been ‘possible save Sarah’s constant cheer-up
and !'barnacle-like tenacity. It is most unfortu-
nate’ that Reuben developed in larynx a carce-
noma and he was operated on in the year 1968
at'the Tata Memorial Hospital in Bombay and
thereafter he lost his natural voice. Sarah took
great .care to nurse him like ‘a child and be-
came: his voice to attend to his friends, offi-
cials and staff. She was fully dedicated to him,
helped him to pluck up courage and showed
him the ways to live with voice .robbed. Sarah
had Master’s, Degree and in her School as a
Teacher, she was a friend, a fond mother, a
philosopher and a guide to those she taught.
Thus she was loved and held in high esteem
by one and all who came in touch with her.
After Sarah’s sad demise, Reuben has lost his
indefatigable enthusiasm and unflagging inte-
rest though even now he has official offers to
take up many projects from all over the coun-
try. Reuben is blessed with only a daughter,
Esther, who graduated with honours in Fine
Arts from M. S. University, Baroda. Esther has
herisculptures exhibited at Bombay and Ahme-
dabad with great success.

~ Reuben David, Ex-Superintendent, Ahmeda-
bad Zoo, now Honorary Advisor to the Zoo
Complex, hardly requires any further introduc-
tion. The local press has dubbed him “Disney
of Kankaria.”

The day dawned when Reuben’s exhilera-
tion knew no bounds. Panditji arrived at the
Zoo Complex on 4-4-61 and jubilantly spent
two and half hours with Reuben browsing
through the Zoo Complex holding back the
next appointment. Here Panditji remarked “This
is a delightful place of which | heard so much.
i wish there were many more like it in India”.
Thus Reuben’s long-felt dream attained fulfil-
ment.

Prof. John Galbraith, Ambassador of U.S.A.
to India, has highly eulogized Reuben’s per-
formance. Reuben, in his book ‘“Ambassador’s
Journal” which is a personal account of the
Kennedy years on page 335 and 337, was men-
tioned as a remarkable Zoologist. Similarly,
Rt. Hon’ble Sir Malcom Macdonald Ex-Governor

General of Malaya & British Borneo and High
Commissioner for U.K. in India, remarked *‘This
morning | have visited the most beautiful Zoo
i\ have seen and the finest Children’s play-
ground in the world. | shall never forget them.”

The author Dr. Collen Groves from Austra-
lia while presenting his book ‘Horses, Asses
and Zebras to Reuben, endorses to dear
Reuben as a beautiful animal with all best
wishes while his wife Mrs. Phyll Groves en-
dorses that not only beautiful but also a rare
endangered species.

Reuben’s father David was a Doctor of
areat eminence who was also very fond of
animals and had a number of dogs, birds, a
deer etc. Reuben being brought up in the com-
pany of such a surrounding and climate, his
heaps of love for animals was inborn.

Reuben was also an athlete in his young
days whose feats of strength included break-
ing of iron chains, stopping cars, tearing of
Telephone Directories, bending of iron bars
etc.

The Ex-Governor of Gujarat, H. E. Nawab
Mehdi Nawaz Jung Bahadur & Begum Sahiba
would never forget to invite Reuben and his
wife Sarah whenever there was a Gazal,
Shayri or Qawwali programme at the Raj
Bhavan.

Reuben started his career as a Canine Con-
sultant. which he still continues and apart from
this he has expertise in repairing arms. He is
very fond of antiques. His house as well as
office are so decorated which would immea-
surably delight the Taxidermists, Zoologists,
antique collectors and artists.

Some of the thrilling experiences and try-
ing times Reuben had when a full-grown Bear
escaped and plumetted the Hospital terrace.
Reuben is known to have Darwinian patience
and therefore did not lose his patience and
presence of mind. Immediately he Ilured the
agitated Bear to sip at a palatable honey
mixed with heavy dose of tranquilliser and in
no time the Bear was stupefied. Thus the fero-
cious animal was trapped with meticulous
care and he was put back in his cage.

True friendship is a plant of slow growth —George Washington
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Once friendly female Elephant ‘‘Sumitra”
in a fit of petulance, threw Reuben down
but he had a hair-breadth escape from
serious injuries. Reuben had experience with
almost all types of animals and he says, based
on experiences, that he would rely on lions,
tigers, panthers or any other animals but not
on an elephant.

Reuben strongly believes in - conversation
with animals and says ‘“Human beings are out-
growing the balance of nature and in time to
come, we will be left to eat one another, leav-
ing the birds and animals aside”. If the animal
has turned fierce, man is largely to blame. He
in his own ferocity has forgotten the valuable
role of animals in balancing nature. One day
he will pay for it”. :

Possibly Reuben David is the first and only
man who came out with a declaration publicly
against snake exhibitions at an inauguration of
one such exhibition at the New Civil Hospita!.
Ahmedabad and offered a sum of Rs. 5,000/-
to any person who can cure snake bites from
poisoncus snakes by miraculous wand of
magic, sleight of hand, mantra-tantra or by
virtue of red or black stone as it is usuaily
published here and there without any iota of
truth in it. Reuben is not an affluent man and
he can ill-afford to squander away money. He
is well aware and fully confident that nobody
would dare accept his open challenge becaus:a

that is all fabrication and nothing else. The
challenge is conditional in the sense that the
venomous snakes would only be provided by
Reuben for the administration of bites and not
by anybody who accepts this challenge. Reuben
strongly holds that it is simply balderdash that
red or black stone or mantra-tantra or any stone
application is a crude method of extracting
money from the unfortunate people. Such a
challenge was offered by Reuben because he
wants that the unfortunate victims of snake
bites or their relations should never be de-
frauded or Ilured that they can be cured by
miraculous ways. The victims and the public in
general must know that poisonous snake bites
can only be cured by anti-venom serum and
life can be saved if it is attended earlier and
in the nick of time. The victims are automati-
cally cured of snake bites if they are admi-
nistered only by non-poisonous snakes but the
show of mantra-tantra etc. is misleading and
fictitious.

Reuben has been awarded the ‘Padmashri’
a coveted award by the President of India. A
“Tamra-Patra” from the Karnataka Veterinary
Association for 25 years of yeoman service
rendered to wildlife and he is also the Hono-
rary member of the Cheetah =~ Rescue - Club,
Canada and has many other awards to his
credit. A full volume can be written on Reuben’s
unique achievements but the space is restricted.

DAVID EZRA REUBEN (NAVGAOKAR)

The first Indian Jew to pass |.C.S. Examination
and Wranglership (1917)

The Late David E. Reuben, second son
of the late Ezra Reuben was the first Bene-
Israel Wrangler having successfully passed from
the Cambridge University. He was also the
first Bene-lsrael to pass |.C.S. Examination — a
competitive examination for the Indian Civil
Service. In fact he topped the list in this pres-
tigious examination in 1917. He retired as
Chief Justice of Patna High Court.

After his retirement, his services were re-
quisitioned by the Government and he was a
Judge in a Labour Court for a few years.

Lunatics Never Unite.
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JOSEPH DAVID PENKAR (1879-1949)
Script-writer for the first Indian Talkie —
By : A. H. Elias

ALAM ARA (1929).

It is indeed a matter of pride that the
script-writer for the first Indian Talkie was a
Bene-Israel, the Ilate Joseph David Penkar.
He was the eldest son of Subhedar David Pen-
kar of the Bombay Grenadier Guards (Grena-
dier is a soldier of a company selected for
height and strength). Joseph lost his father at
an early age and was burdened with the res-
ponsibility of supporting his mother and three
brothers. With only secondary education to his
credit he built up his career with great dili-
gence and a rare determination. He started
as prompter in a theatrical company and rose
to become an Assistant Director by thoroughly
acquainting himself with stage-craft. He also
wrote script for the dramas and for that pur-
pose mastered and wrote scripts in Hindi, Urdu,
Gujarathi and Marathi.

As a voracious reader he was well versed
in Jewish, Persian, Egyptian, Greek, Roman and
Scandinavian mythologies. His private well-
stacked library ran into several thousand books
including literature imported directly from Bri-
tain and other countries. He was also a con-
noisseur of Indian dancing and classical music.

He was best known as a ‘dramatist’ and
under his direction such well-known plays as
Nur-e-Vatan and Bag-e-lran ran continuously to

packed audiences on the Bombay stage thrice
a week throughout the year. The stage craft
under his direction reached a high level and
the scenes and settings were gorgeous. Seve-
ral stage and cine actors acquired their train-
ing from him.

He was also deeply religious. He wrote
and staged several Kirtans, the proceeds of
which were donated to the Bene-Israel Chari-
ties in Bombay and Pune. The widely remem-
bered among these are “Merapi”’, ‘“Queen
Esther”, ‘“Abshalom” etc. For these he was
both Script-writer and Song-composer. Later
they were published in book form. While he
immersed himself in fine arts, he neglected the
business side of his career. His dishonest part-
ners took advantage of this and he ran into
financial losses.

Undaunted he started afresh and wrote ths
script for the first Indian Talkie — ‘“Alam Ara”.
Later he was associated with J. B. H. Wadia,
a film producer who greatly respected him. He
lived true to his art and declined several assign-
ments in films because he disapproved the dis-
tortions to get box office appeals.

His love for music and literature was ac-
quired by his children. His daughter Soshanna

if you find someone without a smile, give him one of yours.
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was vocal classist of the Kirana style. She
staged several concerts for charity one being
tor the Bene-Israel Stree Mandal in 1958.

He was presented with a Silver Casket and
an address by the Bene-lsrael Community in

1921. He passed away in 1949. A brief resume’

of his life is placed in the Archieves of Jeru-
salem.

Padmashri DAVID ABRAHAM (Cheulkar) —

The IMMORTAL ACTOR

(Born on June 21, 1908 — Died on January 2, 1982)
The first Indian Jew to officiate as a Judge in the International Sports meet. (1951)

David Abraham, the

famous
popularly known as DAVID, will live in the
hearts of millions all over the World. His natural

cine-artist,

style, professional excellence and ready wit
endeared him to the public at large. He was in
the film industry for several decades and acted
in .pumerous films. He reached the highest
watermark for his role in “Boot-Polish”.

His commanding personality mingled with
a lively wit put him in high demand as Master
of Ceremonies and compered at entertainment
shows held all over the country in aid of Armed
Forces Benevolent Funds, Cancer, T.B., Leprosy,
Famines and Floods Relief Funds in an hono-
rary capacity. He acted as the Master of Cere-
monies of the National Film Award Functions
held from 1964 to 19609.

‘David was President of the Maharashtra
weight-Lifting Association from its inception in
1946; Vice-President of the Indian & British
Commonwealth Weight-Lifting Association;
Council member of the International Weight-
Lifting Federation and an International Weight-

Lifting Judge and Referee from 1951. He judged
Weight-Lifting at the Olympic Games in Hel-
sinki in 1952, was a member of the Jury of
Appeal for Weight-Lifting at the Olympic Games
in Rome in 1960 and in Tokyo 1964. He also
served on the Jury of Appeal for Weight-Lifting
at the Third World Youth Games, Moscow in
1957 and Judged Weight-Lifting at the Macca-
biah Games in Israel in 1953 and 1957. In 1961
he was deputed by the International Weight-
Lifting Federation to supervise Weight-Lifting
Competition as a Technical Delegate. In 1963,
David attended the World Championship for
Weight-Lifting in Stockholm and was appointed
io scrutinise the Judging of the Class-Il Refr
rees by the Council of the International Weight-
Lifting Federation. He judged the “MR. UNI-.
VERSE” Best Physique Competition for ama-
teurs in Croydon, London in 1963. He was the
Weight-Lifting Judge at the Mexico Olympics in
1968 and served on the Jury of Appeal at the
World Weight-Lifting Championship in Warsaw
in 1959 and at the British Commonwealtn
Games in 1970.

In recognition of his professional achieve-
ments as a Film Actor and his activities in the
Social, Cultural and Sports fields, David was
awarded the ‘“Padma-Shree in 1969. He recei-
ved the “Shiv Chhatrapati Award” for the year
1970-71 for his services to sports, from the
Government of Maharashtra and was also ap-
pointed Justice of the Peace for Greater Bom-
bay on 15th August, 1972.

David actively participated in the delibe-
rations of the sessions held under the auspi-
ces of “THE BENE-ISRAEL YOUTH DAY”
organised in 1936 and 1937. His performance
in 1937 in the monologue, “I'm not mad” was

THERE IS NOTHING SO NICE AS CHEERFUL WORDS OF GREETINGS.
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par excellence. (The Bene-lsrael Youths bet-
ween the ages of 18 and 35 years, used to
organise this “DAY” from 1936 to 1943).

He was a keen Freemason, was Master ot
several Lodges in Bombay, a Rotarian, member
of the Cricket Club of India, National Sports
Club of India, Royal Western India Tarf Club,
The Poona Club, The Park Club, The Madras
Gymkhana Club, The Fateh Maidan Club,
Hyderabad, the Western India Football Associa-
tion, Bombay Hockey Association, Greater
Bombay, Region Amateur Athletic Association,
etc.

He was always ready to coach an indi-
vidual or group in any field he could, specially
in physical culture or dramatics.

During his semi-retirement in Canada, he
spent most of his time in reading books — he

had spent quite a fortune on books on varied
subjects. Canada accepted him as an active
Freemason and just before he passed away, ‘he
received the 32nd degree Masonary, the highest
award in the world bestowed on a Mason. He
was the first Jew from India to receive it. Un-
fortunately, he passed away before he could
complete his Memoris.. Even though whatever
he has written so far would be quite interest-
ing and educative to one and all.

Film Societies, World Boxing and Weight-
lifting Councils, the press paid him rich tri-
butes. But the Bombay Doordarshan were
rather negligent on the subject and several
viewers wrote to leading newspapers/maga-
zines demanding an explanation for this negli-
gence. Perhaps if David had continued to live
in India, he would have received richer tributes.
He was a nationalist to the core and his settling
in Canada came as a surprise to all.

Feta e VT

Dr. (Miss) ESTHER ABRAHAM SOLOMON (Kasookar)
The First Bene-Israel Recognised Sanskrit Scholar (1949)

The small Bene-Israel Community is justly
proud of Dr. Esther A Solomon of Ahmedabad,
a renowned Sanskrit scholar, even in these
days when Sanskrit is almost a dead language
and shows little signs of revival in spite of all
cut efforts by the concerned authorities. She
has won several laurels. No doubt there were
others proficient in Sanskrit e.g. late Solo-
mon Moses Vakrulkar, Miss R. Reuben, etc.
but Dr. Solomon is the only one to achieve
such great distinction during the 2,000 years
of the Bene-lsraels’ stay in India.

Dr. Solomon had a brilliant scholastic
and academic career throughout. She stood
seventh in the All-India matriculation examina-
tion (first among the candidates of the state),
first class, first in Inter Arts in Bombay Univer-
sity, First class in B.A. with Sanskrit as prin-
ciple subject, First class in M.A. She won Zala
Vedant Prize also. Thereafter she got - her
Ph.D. from Bombay University for her thesis
“Avidya and the Cognate Concept in Vedic,
Buddhist and Jain Darsanas.” At present she
is a post-graduate professor and Ph.D. Guide,
Head of the Department of Sanskrit, School of
languages, Gujarat University, Ahmedabad,
which post she has held for over lwo decades.

She is the authoress of nine Sanskrit books
and has four more in hand — all this in spite
of the fact that she was brought up in an Angli-
cised community. ‘

Dr. Solomon has attended a number of
Seminars and Conferences and participated in
discussions and paper reading. Among the im-
portant Seminars attended were the “First

Small mind discuss people, average mind discuss events, Great mind discuss ideas.
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World Sanskrit Conference” in Delhi in 1972
as an invitee of the Ministry of Education,
Government of India and the “Fourth World
Sanskrit Conference” Seminar, GDR as a re-
presentative of the Government of India.

Esther is the eldest daughter of Abraham
and Mrs. Yakobethbai A. Solomon Kasookar

(Mail Guard Western India Railway). Her pater-
nal grand father, Solomon David Kasookar was
T.I. in Morvi Railway and maternal grandfather,
Solomon Reuben Sogaonkar was ‘“‘Wahiwatdar’”
in Vadia State.

Prof. MOSES EZEKIEL (Talkar)

The first Bene-Israel M.Sc.
(30-11-1891 — 15-4-1969)

A well-known Botanist, Prof. Ezekiel was
the first Bene-Israel in India to receive the
Master’'s Degree in Science.

He started his career in the Agricultural
Department of the Princely State of Gwalior,
later joined the teaching staff of Wilson College
and rose to become a post-graduate professor
in the Bombay University, Immediately, after re-

tirement in 1947, he took up the responsibility
ci the Principal-ship of the newly opened Col-

lege in Nadiad and later in Petlad, both in
Gujarat.

Besides having a distinguished career, Pro-
fessor Ezekiel took keen interest in eradicating
social problems. Even in the early days he pio-
neered the Consumers Movement and focussed
attention on the evil of food adulteration. He
was also an active member of the Society of
the Friends of Trees and alerted the nation on
the importance of trees — a problem that
people have only just woken-up to.

Prof. Ezekiel has authored many books on
Botany, Social problems and Solutions and
“The History of the Bene-Israels in India”.

Prof. Ezekiel was actively involved in va-
rious Bene-lsrael Congregations in Bombay,
particularly in the Bene-Israel Conference Edu-
cation Fund. His father Ezekiel Talkar was in
the Army and rose to the rank of Subedar
Major.

JEWISH CONTRIBUTION TO CIVILIZATION
(By : Cecil Roth)

Modern civilization is an amalgam of three
elements.

From Rome we have received our con-
ception of law and to some extent our politics.

From Greece, we have our philosophy, as
well as our aesthetic standards, whether in
literature or in any other arts.

But to lIsrael, the western world owes its
religion and its ethics.

Peagttugsttyie gty

Be thoughtful to the opinion of others. There are three sides to a controversy
YOURS, HIS AND THE RIGHT ONE.
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ARTHUR DANIELS (KORLEKAR)

The First Indian to be admitted as Pilot Apprentice in Calcutta Port,
and Port Commissioner in Bengal Pilot Service.

Recruitment in the Calcutta Port was ex-
clusively reserved for the Europeans. Arthur
Daniels of Poona was not only the first Bene-
Israel to be recruited as an Apprentice in the
Calcutta Port, but also the First Indian.. His
appointment was due to the influence exerted
by Barrister David S. Erulkar of Scindia Steam
Navigation Company.

The European crew members, however,
did not cherish his appointment as they did
not like to work along with an Indian and start-
ed harassing him to a great extent. He was
made to survey the river-bed from Garden
Reach to Sand-Heads — a distance of about
100 miles each way. This job was so arduous
that blood used to ooze out from the palms
of his hands. This was due to the sliding of
the rope through his hands while swinging the

lead for the purpose of taking depths of the
river Hoogly. This work was usually done by
more than one person in rotation; but Arthur
was made to do it alone by himself in order
iv harass him. On several occasions he want:
ed to resign on account of this ill-treatment;
but at the persuation of Barrister Erulkar who
was in regular touch with him, he continued
in the service. Subsequently his harassment
was brought to the notice of the International
Labour Organization by Barrister Erulkar and
then onwards Arthur was given equal treatment
like other members of the crew.

In course of time he was promoted to the
Post of Port Pilot Officer- and subsequently as
Port Commissioner, which was the highest post
in Bengal Pilot Service.

Mrs. SHEBA GEORGE ABRAHAM SION (Garapkar)
The only lady Dyeing-Master in India

Though women have entered several voca-
tions and fields dominated by men, a lady
Dyeing-Master is hard to find. Mrs. Sheba Sion

is a woman of real grit and has proved her-
self equal to and even greater than any man
in the line.

Born in Budapur (Assam) to Mr. & Mrs.
Michael Daniel Divekar, she is the wife of
late George Abraham Sion, the journalist.

Realising the capability, efficiency and de-
votion to work, she was appointed as Dyeing-
Master in ‘Stretchlon Pvt. Ltd.” which is the only
Hosiery unit with a Dye-house having the capa-
city to Dye all its products.

Sheba is proud of two things. (i) She is
the descendant of the builder of the first Bene-
Israel Synagogue, the late Commander Samue!
Ezekiel Divekar, and (ii) she is the only lady
Dyeing-Master in India today.

One man with’ courage’ makes a majority.



PROF. NISSIM EZEKIEL (TALKAR)

The First Bene-Israel Poet

Prof. Nissim Ezekiel is seen receiving
a token gift on 6-12-1981 from
Dr. (Mrs.) Ruby Solomon.

Few Bene-Israels have earned such inter-
national fame as Professor Nissim Ezekiel, Head
of the English Department, Bombay University.
He is the second son of the laie Professor
Moses Ezekiel and the late Mrs. Diznabai Eze-
kiel, educationist and social worker Nissim
Ezekiel is a renowned journalist, post, art critic,
teacher and author.

A Leading Author and Poet:

Nissim Ezekiel has an exhaustive collec-
tion of poems including such world famous
tittes as “The unfinished Man”, “The exact
Name”, and “The Hymns of Darkness”. The
last named was published by the Oxford Uni-
versity Press, New Delhi, as part of its New
Poetry in India Series. He has also authored
several books, “An Emerson Reader”, A Martin
Luther King Reader”, “Indian Writers in Con-
ferene”, “Writings: in India”, to name a. few.

A Renowned Journalist :

Nissim Ezekiel has also edited: publications
like -““Juest” (a bi-monthly ‘of Arts and lIdeas)
“Imprint”, “Poetry India”, “The Indian P.E.N.”,
“Poetry of the Commonwealth” (London) and
“World Poets in English’ (Indian Section).

He writes regular columns in leading news-
papers and periodicals like “Times of India”,

of

International Repute. (1960)

“Mid-Day”, “Imprint” etc. He has to his credit
over 500 book reviews; regularly wrote the
Radio and Television columns for the “Times
of India” and was also its art critic. He has
also written on Art and Artists. A media- -man
to the core he has often appeared on Radic
and T.V. He lectures on Art Appreciation in
classes conducted by institutions like the J. J.
School of Arts, The Sophia College Open Class-
room, etc.

At present he edits ‘“Freedom First” a
political weekly and is art critic for “Sunday‘
Mid-Day”.

Foreign Assignments Galore :

Nissim Ezekiel has had several forelgn
assignments. He was a visiting professor at ‘the
Umversuty of Leeds when he lectured on the
“History of Indian Writing in English” (January-
June ’64). At the University of Chicago he deli-
vered five lectures on “Indian Writings in
English”. He was an invitee of the U.S. Govern-
ment for the Cultural Exchange Programme in
1974 — he lectured, addressed seminars and
gave readings of his .poems to an international
audience of noted writers. In 1976 he was in-
vited by the East-West Centre Hawaii and par-
ticipated in the conference on “Inter-Cultural
Encounters . in Literature”. He was also reci-
pient of the Australian Government Cultural
Award in 1977 when he toured major Austra-
lian cities delivering lectures and readings of
his poems. Again in 1978 he was invited to
the Rotterdam International Poetry Festival and
the West Berlin Literature Week where he read
his poems to a packed admiring audience —
translations into Dutch and German were pro-
vided by the sponsors. In June 1982, he attend-
ed the First Jewish International Theatre Festi-
val and Conference in Tel-Aviv, lIsrael.

He was recipient of the “Sahitya Akademi”
Award in 1983. A part of the Award money
was donated to the Bene-Israel Conference
Education F‘und to be invested in a Security,
annual interest of which is to be utilised ‘to-
wards the supply of free uniforms to poor child-
ren.

Men will go on breaking records. as long as they run. There is no limit to the
great thrust of human spirit.
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SOLOMON SAMUEL SOLOMON (NAVGAONKAR)

amiable and

Solomon is a man of
philanthropic disposition. Although there ‘is
hardly anyone in the Community who does not
know him, how many know he has achieved
International fame because of his valuable and
unique contribution to the garment industry ?
By his ingenuity and originality he has made
dazzling designs thus enabling the export of
garments to even affluent countries. He is how-
ever very unassuming and modest. And there-
fore the Community does not know his signi-
ficant contribution to the garment industry.

Reproduced below are the excerpts from
an article under the title, “35 Eventful Years of
Solomon” that had appeared in the maga-
zine “Clothing Journal” in its January issue of
1976. (This article was reproduced in the
“Financial Express” in its issue of March 22,
1976.

“If per chance you have recently brought
a Safari Suit or a Shirt or Jeans abroad from
any one of the exclusive stores catering to

WIZARD OF DESIGNING GARMENTS

men’s fashions in London, New York, Frank-
furt or Stockholm, there is every chance that
it might have been designed by a gifted man;
an artist in his own right; a man who has de-
voted his entire life to perfecting readymade
garments and enriching the rapidly expanding
clothing industry in India”.

“On 21st March, 1941, 23-year old S.
S. Solomon started his career at a small fac-
tory with seven pedal-driven sewing machines
in Bombay. Thereafter, he opened a retail shop,
specializing in men’s shirts under the banner
“Stylo”, opposite the then Army & Navy Stores

in Fort, Bombay. This shop exists even today,

although under a different management.
Some of His First Ventures:

(1) “The first Indian to graduate from the
Tailors and Cutters Academy, London,
in 1952. This in itself is a coveted
accolate to which only a handful have
a claim.

Few of us can be great athletes; but all of us can be physically fit.
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(2) The first Indian to export clothing to
the Middle East with the exports of
overalls and warehouse coats to
Kuwait Oil Company Limited in 1952.

(8) The first Indian to take part in the
Earls Court Exhibition in London in
1959, when he introduced India’s
fashion Garments to Western Europe
& U.S.A. and to the avidly fashion
conscious world. It was indeed a not-
able landmark in the history of the
Indian clothing industry as the Euro-
peans were then incredulous about
the possibilities of importing Indian
fashion garments. The participation
of Solomon in this Exhibition India
was put on the international fashion
market.

(4) The First Indian to participate in the
International Men’’s Fashion Fair, Co-
logne in 1966 and to introduce and
effect sales of Indian clothing which
he did with great success.

(6) The First Indian who pioneered the
introduction of Denim Jeans to the
U.S.S.R. from India, which have sub-
sequently proved very popular in the
Soviet Union. This was because of his
participation in the International Cloth-
ing Fair held at Odezhda, U.S.S.R. in
1967.

(6) Solomon was among the six founder
members of the Clothing Manufactu-
rers’ Association of India, formed ir:
1962.

“Solomon added yet another feather
to his cap and for India in May 1964, when he
was appointed to represent a consortium of
several Indian Manufacturers to carry out mar-
ket research on the potentialities of exports of
Indian Readymade Garments to U.S.A. An ela-
borate report on the study was submitted by
Solomon to the consortium of leading ma-
nufacturers.

His other Important Achievements are:

i & K Government requested
Sclomon to advise them for starting a ready-

made garment unit in Srinagar for exporting
Kashmir — embroidered readymade garments
on a large scale. Solomon submitted a de-
tailed report on this subject after studying the
various aspects to the Office of the Textile
Commissioner. Subsequently in 1975 he was
appointed by the Union Public Service Com-
mission to interview candidates for the posts
of Scientific Officer, Directorate of General
Inspection, Defence Production Department,
Ministry of Defence.

2. “When Thomson and Taylor, the big
departmental store was opened in Bombay, it
was Solomon who was in-charge of the ap-
parel section”.

"Solomon has generously rendered his
Export Knowhow to many friends and enabled
them to set and establish export oriented
readymade garments units in various parts of
the country”.

“Today, apart from holding his challeng-
ing post at Milton’'s he designs garments for
internationally reputed firms, like Saks Fifth
Avenue, Neiman Marcus, Bonwit Teller, Bloom-
ingdales, Van Heusen, Jones of New York,
Jordon Marsh, etc. in America, Merkur and
Zonabend in Sweden; Gilcodan in Denmark and
Take 5, Lord John and Rael-Brook-Ltd. in Lon-
don. These, he modestly claims are only some
of his world-wide clientele”.

“Solomon has received on behalf of his
Company M/s. Milton’s Limited, several natio-
nal and State Awards. He received a Special
Award from the Government of India for out-
standing export performance in the field of
handloom exports in 1970 and 1971. He was
the recipient of another award, this time from
the State of Maharashtra for being the best
exporter of readymade garments for the year
1974-75.”

“An inveterate globe-trotter, he has visited
practically all the fashion centres of the world,
from where he draws his inspiration and which
he translates into the most attractive garments
any one could want to wear”. “We at Milton’s
Limited are indeed fortunate to avail of his
services and wish him many more constructive
years in his illustrious career”.

AWNNWWWWWWA

If we command our wealth, we shall be rich and free.
If our wealth commands us, we are poor indeed — Edmund Burke.
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BENJAMIN ABRAHAM (NAGAVKAR)
First Bene-israel to obtain Chief Engineer’s Certificate (1923)

Benjamin Abraham was the First Indian
Engineer to work on the Dredger in Karachi
for the Sukkar Barrage Scheme.

He was the first Bene-lsrael to obtain
Chief Engineer’s Certificate (1923) and within

a few years was promoted as Chief Engineer.

Initially he served in the British India Com-
pany. Later he joined the Scindias and remain-
ed there till he retired.

AW

RABBI SION AARON DAVID (Shapurkar)
The first Bene-Israel Rabbi

Sion is the first Bene-Israel to have suc-
cessfully passed the Rabbinical Course.

His first appointment was at New Syna-
gogue at Glasgow, Scotland. Three years later
he served the Johnstown Jewish Religious

Union for four years and is now employed as
Rabbi of Temple Israel in UNIONTOWN.

He is the son of Aaron and the late
Mrs. Bathsheba A Shapurkar. Aaron has
been regularly conducting prayers at “Rodef
Shalom” Synagogue. He also conducted Hebrew
classes for youths on Sundays.

THE JEWS OF AHMEDABAD
By : I. D. REUBENS
“Fear not Abram, | am thy shield...” (GEN. 15:1)

The first Bene-Israel to arrive in Ahmeda-
bad was Dr. Abraham Benjamin Erulkar in
1846 and became the most prominent person
of the Bene-lsrael community of Ahmedabad.
He was born in 1822 at Erul. He joined the
British Military as doctor and was transferred
to Ahmedabad in 1846 as House-Surgeon in
the Civil Hospital. After his retirement from the
military, he opened his own dispensary, ard
also conducted prayers in his own house for
the Bene-Israel communty of Ahmedabad. For
this religious services rendered by him, the
Synagogue was named after him as “MAGEN
ABRAHAM”, when it was consecrated in 1934.

Haeem Samuel Ziradkar Kazi who was _the
first Hazan, brought about religious awakening
among the Ahmedabad Bene-Israel Community.

After the death of the venerable Dr. Abra-
ham B. Erulkar in 1887, his son the late Mr.
Solomon A Erulkar, donated to the Ahmedabad
community the house in his possession, fcr the
purpose of carrying out religious rites and cere-
monies which was later known as Prayer Hall.

Dr. Joseph S. Dandekar was the second
person to come to Ahmedabad in 186C. He
was born in Malegaon in 1840 and studied at
Satara. He had seen the horrors of the mutiny
of 1857. While he was in the Army he was
transferred to the Ahmedabad Civil Hospital in
1860. In 1866, he was incharge of the Lunatic
Asylum. After 45 years of service he retired in
1900. He has become an unforgetable perso-
nality in the history of the Ahmedabad Jews

Keep away from people who try t

o belittle your ambition. Small people always do that.

ome great. — Mark Twain.

The really great make you feel, you too can bec 3



as he had donated the present cemetery to
the community in 1876. The first person burried
in the cemetery was the late Solomon
Abraham Dandekar in 1876.

The Late Dr. David Joseph was an elected
member of the Ahmedabad Municipal Com-
mittee.

The late Dr. David Jacob was a well known
doctor of Ahmedabad. His dispensary, after his
death, was carried on by his son Dr. Jacob
David. Dr. David’s daughter Dr. (Miss) Rachei
David was the first Jewish lady in Ahmedabad
to get the degree of M.D. in the year 1932.

The famous Kankaria Zoo of Ahmedabad
and the children’s park Bal Vatika — are the
creation of Shri Reuben David who is the
youngest son of the late Dr. David Jacob.

Another prominent figure was the late Dr.
Joseph Benjamin Bamnolkar (his resume ap-
pears elsewhere in this bock). The late
Ezra Reuben was Judicial Commissioner in
Junagadh State.

" The late Dr. Jacob E. Solomon (Varsulkar)
was a nominated Counciller of Ahmedabad
Municipality and was a recipient of the Kaiser-i-
Hind Silver Medal. He was a working member
of the Theosophical Lodge, and meetings were
conducted in his bungalow.

In 1933, the late Elijah Hayeem Kille-
kar took up the Synagogue building work. He
was also a recipient of Kaiser-i-Hind Silver
Medal. He was very keen on Synagogue Build-
ing work and was assisted by the enthusiastic

social
warkar.

The foundation stone of the Synagogue
was laid by Dr. (Mrs.) Abigael B. Bhonkar or
October 19, 1933, and the consecration cere-
mony of the Synagogue was held on Septem-
ber 1, 1934 when the sacred edifice was named
“MAGEN ABRAHAM”. The sermon was deli-
vered by the late Prof. E. M. Ezekiel. In De-
cember 1934 the Governor of Bombay. Lord
Brabourne visited the Synagogue when he was
presented with an address in a Silver casket

One also cannot forget Dr. E. M. Best.
Retd. Dy. Director, Medical Education, Gujarat,
retired Dean of the B. J. Medical College fc!
many years as an eminent personality in the
Ahmedabad Jewish community and Dr. Esther
Solomon, Head of the Sanskrit Dept., Gujarai
University and .a gold medalist in Sanskrit.

The “MAGEN ABRAHAM®” Synagogue will
ever remain a mark and embodiment of the
will and the spirit of the Bene-Israel Commu-
nity of Ahmedabad. lts Golden Jubilee will be
celebrated in 1984. One outstanding feature of
the Community is that there are nine schools
owned and conducted by the Bene-lIsraels.
“The BEST Kindergarden & Primary School has
a strength of 3422 from K.G. to Higher Secon-
dary.

The Bene-Israel Community of Ahmedabad
at present consists of about fifty families is
fairly well educated and has produced eminent

doctors, lawyers, professors, bankers, engineers,
educationalists, etc.

worker, the late David Hayeem Agar-

o THE TITLE OF KAZI

We, the Bene-lsraels, have among us “Raj-
purkar Kazi” and “Jhiradkar Kazi".

..What was the reason for giving this title?
And what were the functions of a Kazi?

Reproduced below are excerpts from the
book, “A Historical Sketch, 1672-1916” by S.
M. Edwards, who was the only 1.C.S. " officer
to be appointed a Commissioner of Police. Just
before his retirement, he was appointed Muni-
cipal Commissioner of Bombay.

“The object of associating Kazis with the
Bombay Magistrates of Police at the beginning
of the nineteenth century was doubtless to en-
sure that in all cases brought before them,
involving the question of law, customs and

traditions of the chief communities and secis
inhabiting the Island, the Magistrates should
have the advantage of consulting those who
were able to interpret and give a ruling on
such matters. The Kazi proper was the autho-
rity on all matters relating to Mohemmadan
community.

“Jew Cauzee” on matters relating to the
Bene-lsrael, who from 1760 to the middle of
the nineteenth century contributed an impor-
tant element to the Company’s Military Forces.

The Bhat presumably gave advice on sub-
jects affecting Hindus of the lower class : while
‘Andaroo (Parsi priest) for Parsis.

Be alert to give service — What counts most in life is what we do for others.
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OLD DOCUMENTS PRESENTED TO JEWISH THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY, NEW YORK.

Mr. Shalom Haeem Rajpurkar Kazi, a scion
of the ancient and historical family of Rajpur-
kar Kazis, has donated to the Jewish Theolo-
gical ‘Seminary of America two old documents
which were in his possession. These documents
speak for themselves. Document-l is reprodu-
ced below :(—

1. “This is to certify whom it may be
concern that the bearer Samuel Cadjee the
son of Nassemjee Musajee is the present
Cadjee of the Jew Caste. That both his
Father and Grand Father have maintained
the Cadjeeship of their caste with the
honour and respect, after the death of
Musajee Arronjee the Grand Father of pre-
_sent Cadjee the Cadjeeship descended to
his son Nassemjee Mussajee with all the
honours and privileges due to the Cadjee’s
Station, when Nassemjee happened to die.
In the vyear 1799, the present Cadjee
Samuel succeded to the aforesaid Office
with the same honour and privilege with
the sanction of the caste in general to a
paper granted by the caste, with their res-
pective signatures under date the 24th
July, 1799, which has been confirmed by
me.

| further certify that the late Nassemjee
deceased and his son Samuel - the present
Cadjee have served me honestly, diligently and
faithfully in the Police Office in the capacity
of serving the Israel people for a long period”.

Sd/- S. Halliday
Supdt. of Police.
Bombay, 31st January, 1808.

Document-ll is a paper referred to in
the above Sanad and is dated 24th July. 1799.

It was originally written in Gintoo character and
was subsequently translated into English and
attested by S. Halliday. It deals with the
appointment of the Cadjee as a hereditary spi-
ritual leader of the Bene-lsrael community and
with the honours and privileges to be enjoyed
by him. It also nullified a circumcision cere-
mony performed by one Cumberlayker (Kamer-
lekar), because the Cadjee was noi invited.

2. Translation of paper writing in Gentos
character to Samuel Cajie — by the X Sum-
matt Cast of the Esrail Date the 21st day of
Accor in Eira or Saunt 5559 Wednesday :—

This day we Cast or Summat, do. under
write that one Moossajie Cajie whose son
Nassimjie Cajie whose son Samuel Cajie,
they were continuing the office of the Cajie-
ship to this present day, — That any of
the performance religious ceremony which
shall not be go on without given invitation
at this Cajie’s house — and if in case any
one person being in poor situation, who
meant to go on without the Cajie, in this
respect, is the rule and custom generally
observed by our Esrails Cast, that no cere-
mony performance be go on without the
Cajie, — this manner continued before,
and it will be same hereafter, — and fur-
ther that one. Bappoo Cumberlayker, who
without calling Cajie had been performed
certain ceremony called @ (Soontah) which
is an unjust act, and no such custom ever
observed from the time of our late ances-
.ors, but contrary he had did if, wbhich is
not fair and proper is true -— This what
we are five Sumatt or Casthath granted
this writing to the Cajie is true — this
24th day of the month of July in the year
1799 — in Gentos Month *Accod Vud 7th
in Year of Suckay 1721 — Sedharut —
name of the year, having wrote this in
Bombay. '

(@ Circumcision.

* Hindu month of Aashadh.

_ Talerance is the only real test of civilisation — (Arthur Helps).
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RECENT MANIFESTATIONS OF ANTI-SEMITISM
By: Dr. ABRAHAM S. ERULKAR, M.D. (London)
(Reproduced from “The Israelite” March-April 1921 issue).

“Passover has again been with us to re-
mind us that three to four thousand years ago
the Lord brought Israel out of slavery to free-
dom, out of misery to happiness, out of sor-
row to joy. And yet alas: to-day the children
of Israel in many a land in Europe live in
misery and sorrow, their property devastated,
their Synagogues desecrated, their women out-
raged, thousands massacred, many more thou-
sands homeless, helpless and starving. Then
it was the Pharoh of Egypt — now it is the
demon of anti-semitism that has taken thou-
sands and thousands of human sacrifices from
amongst the Jews within the last few years.
The revival of Hebrophobia in one form or
other in various European countries and U.S.A.
during and after the war has been one of the
most remarkable developments of recent times,
and as it has found an echo in some English-
men and English papers in India, it behove«
us to take a survey of the whole question.

The recent outbreaks of anti-semitism have
varied in intensity in different lands and it will
suffice to give only a few examples of the suf-
ferings of the Jews within the last few years”.

(After citing incidents of horrible crimes
committed against men, women and even chil-
dren in Europe and elsewhere, he concluded
the article thus:)

“May not the Bene-lsrael thank the Lord
that it has not been his lot to suffer like his
co-religionists all over the world, that he has
found in this ancient and holy land of Hin-
doostan religious toleration, peace and pros-
perity? Should he not feel ever grateful to this
country?”.

OBSERVANCE OF “YOM KIPPUR” AND “SHAB BATH BY THE ANCIENT BENE-ISRAELS
YOM KIPPUR (DAR-FALNICHA SAN)

Among the ancient Bene-Israels, Yom Kip-
pur was known as ‘Dar-falnicha San’ — Festi-
val of Closing of Door. The people fasted on
this day and remained indoors. Why they closed
the doors on this day is not known, but accord-
ing to one tradition, it was indicative of ‘Neilah*
service on Yom Kippur, which marks the clos-
ing of the gates of heaven and the final ins-
cription and sealing of our individual records
in the heavenly books. They dressed completely
in white, did not wear shoes, nor touched
people of other religions, nor exchanged words
with them. In the evening they broke the fast
on ‘Puris’ (a special preparation of wheat flour,
suji or scraped coconut, sugar, or jaggery,
almond, pistachio, cardamom, etc.), and greet-
ed each other with the kissing of hands. The
elders. received the homage of the young per-
sons who fell at their feet. Even wives fell at
the feet of their husbands, and this glorious
and soul stirring custom is rigidly oberved in
villages even to this day. In cities like Bombay,
the custom is gradually disappearing, due to
western influence.

The day preceding ‘Dar-falnicha San’ was
called ‘Malma’ (EREB KIPPUR) and was ob-
served with awe and devotion. On that day the
people bathed themselves in hot and cold
water and gave °‘Hashkaboth’ to all their de-
parted nearest and dearest. It was believed
by them that the souls of the departed visited
them on Ereb Kippur and departed on the
morning of Simhat Cohen which they called
‘Shila San’ — Stale Festival. ‘Malida’, flowers
or subja (basil leaves) or myrtle, fruits, puris
and a cup of wine, were placed on a table
and then prayers for the departed read both
on ‘Malma’ morning and on' ‘Shila San’ morn-
ing. ‘Shila San’ was observed with great re-
joicing. The people prepared a special kind
of dish called ‘Gharis’, (Donuts) exchanged
visits among their relatives and friends and
distributed alms to poor lavishly, particularly to
members of Cohen and Levi families, whom
they gave exceptional honour.

The measures of a man is not the number of servants he has,
but the number of people he serves.
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SHABBATH OBSERVANCE -
Story About The Unshakable Belief of Ancient Bene-lsraels in The Traditional Practices.

There was a family of Talker residing in
Sarsuli, a village near Tale Khar where also
there was a Bene-Israel congregation. His name
was Abraham alias Bandu Shet Talker. He had
a big family consisting of sons and daughters.
One Saturday afternoon, two Hindu neighbours
came to Bandu Shet and asked for the loan
of his cart. Bandu Shet replied that it was . his
Shabbath and as such everyone, even his cattle
was resting and nobody was supposed to work.
The Hindu neighbour again said that he was

asking for the cart and not for his bullocks.
To which Bandu Shet replied that he did
understand the position, but as such a thing
had never occurred in the past, even puiting
his cart on its wheels, he could not take the
risk of doing it and thus contravene the age-
old customs of his forefathers. No one in the
family knew Hebrew or had any Hebrew edu-
cation. What was significantly noticed was the
unshakeable belief in the traditional practices
of our forefathers.

BRSPS S SR

A MIRACLE THAT OCCURED IN TALA VILLAGE
A story depicting a staunch faith in “SHEMA”

We read in the Holy Bible how God saved
Patriarch Abraham from certain death because
of his confidence, staunch faith and belief in
Him.

We also read about the miraculous es-
cape of Prophet Daniel from the lions. But how
many of us know about the miraculous escape
of a Bene-Israel in similar circumstances ?

The account below is reproduced from the
Bulletin published by the United Syagogue of
India, in its May-June 1961 issue.

During the days when Siddi Nawab of Jan-
jira was ruling over Tala, and Peshwa., the
Viceroy of the Maratha King, over the neigh-
bouring parts, there lived one Shelomo Abra-
ham Talker who was a rich oil-presser and who
owned many agricultural lands and cattle in
the Tala Village. Being a man of importance
and of God-fearing nature, he was respected
not only by his community and villagers, but
even by the Muslim and Hindu rulers. The
courtiers of both the rulers used to come to
his residence and enjoy his hospitality. But
as the relations between the two rulers be-
came strained, it was reported to the Court
of the Peshwa that Shelomo was conspiring
with the help of the Siddi ruler to overthrow
the Hindu rule. Accordingly, Shelomo was cal-
led to the Court of the Peshwa, and when he

reached there with four of his associates of
whom Shimon was one, Shelomo noticed that
he was not given his usual place of honour.
Shimon suspected foul play and warned She-
lomo to be on his guard. When the charge
against Shelomo was read out, he flatly de-
nied it and declared openly that God of lIsrael
would protect him. According to the custom of
those days Shelomo was ordered to be thrown
at the feet of a mad elephant, but Shelomo
was not afraid. He kept on repeating the Shema
Israel, the only refuge, solace, prayer and wea-
pon of the Bene-Israel of the ancient days.
When he was thrown before the elephant,
there happened a miracle and God of Bene-
Israel rushed to the rescue of Shelomo. It is
said, the mad elephant, no sooner saw She-
lomo, at once became quiet and picked him
up by its trunk and instead of dashing him
to the ground placed him on its back royally
and majestically. There was a commotion in
the audience, the Peshwa repented, the inno-
cence of Shelomo was proved and he was im-
mediately given a special seat of honour in
the Court. Not only that, to compensate him
for the loss of prestige, he was given a Jagir
of the village of Gangli in the Mangao Taluka.

NOTE : Tala is about 155 miles from Bombay.
It is on a hill, about five hundred feet
above the sea level.

It is better to wear out than to rust out — (Cumberland)
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SHEBAT 15 - NEW YEAR FOR TREES:
Why The Bene-Israels Adore This Festival The Most ?

Thunder and Lightning Announces the Arrival of Prophet Elijah :
Chariot-Wheel Track at Khandala

The unique observance of the day will be
found only among the Bene-Israels of India.
To them the festival was unknown for several
centuries, but an interesting incident which oc-
curred in their history led to its revival, but
under a different name.

It is said that on this eve, Elijah, the Pro-
phet, visited the people of Khandala, a village
about three miles from Alibaug, and about 80
miles from Bombay. There was a loud thunder
and lightning that night, and the people of the
village came out to see as to what had hap-
pened. What they saw was a vision of a white
bearded holy figure mounted on a white horse
ascending to heaven. Immediately the Bene-
Israels of the village (Khandalkars) recognised
that the white bearded holy figure was no other
than Prophet Elijah. The next morning the
people again visited the place and saw to
their amazement a long strip of mark of a
horse’s hoof on the rock. The people were
convinced of the vision they had seen the pre-
vious night and of the identity of Prophet Elijah.
They celebrated the day by reciting Eliyahoo
Hannabi. Ultimately Khandala (now known as
Sagav) became the place of pilgrimage and on
15th of Shebat, a Fair called ‘ELIYAHOO HAN-

NABICHA URUS’' was held there. ‘Eliyahoo
Hannabi’ was recited and choicest of fruits
and dishes were eaten. The Fair was transfer-
red to Bombay and was held at Isaji Street.
It was discontinued when Yehudi Kindil, a Jew
from Cochin who was the Hazan of the “Gate
of Mercy” Synagogue told the Bene-lsraels
that the holding of Fair amounted to worship-
ing the Prophet as a deity, an act that was
forbidden under the Second Commandment.

(Note : Isaji Street is very near the ‘Gate of
Mercy’ Synagogue at Samuel street and was
named after Isaji Hasaji Divekar, brother of
Samaji Hasaji Divekar (Samuel Ezekiel
Divekar) the founder of the first Bene-lsrael
Synagogue).

The festival is now observed as ‘Festival
of Elijah-cum-New Year of the Trees. Devout
Bene-Israels observe this day by reciting in the
evening ‘Eliyahoo Hannabi’ and ‘Weitten Lecha’,
various kinds of fruits (particularly new) as
also flowers, myrtle or subja (basil leaves) are
brought and placed on a table. After reciting
the Blessings members of the family eat new
fruits after saying the Berakha of Sheheyanu
and then partake of the sweet dish Malida fol-

Experience is not what happens to you, it is what you do with it. — (Huxley)

82



lowed by a sumptous dinner. Wheri the festival
falls on a Friday evening it is celebrated on
Saturday night which is also the night of Pro-
phet Elijah.

Prophet Elijah and the Bene-lIsraels :

Prophet Elijah stands exalted almost to
the status of a patron saint of Bene-Israels and
the deep veneration for him is unflinching and
unwavering, till this day. No auspicious cere-
mony is performed unless appropriate blessings
are recited first inviting him to bless the occa-
sion. Each and every vow made is redeemed
in his name. Bene-lsrael Synagogues and
prayer halls have a special place for keeping
a highly decorated chair and a special lamp in
his honour. It is a belief that whereas any
Bene-Israel can redeem his vow in his name
at any place it is obligatory for the original
residents of Khandala to redeem their vows
only at the place of the miracle. Perhaps as
one tradition says our fore-fathers who first
landed in India belonged to the period of
King Ahab and were the staunch followers of
Elijah. The custom followed by the Bene-Israels
on the Tub’ Shebat day is based on a sound
philosophy. Spring time is symbolic of Elijah
the Prophet who will at his coming, transform
all waste and barren lands into fruitful lands-
capes, and, just as the naked trees and the
bare earth once again clothe themselves with
blossems and fruits so will the dead once again
awake when He, the Messiah shall appear. The
beautiful festival existed in the Jewish Calen-
dar since ancient times. It was an occasion
for planting new trees, which custom however
was neglected for a long time due to the rea-
sons that are quite obvious but has now re-
vived again in lIsrael.

The place of the miracle and the mark
of the Horse’s hoof mentioned above can be
seen even to this day. The place is held sacred
also by the other sections of Alibaug villages

Horse-Hoof Print at Khandala

viz., Firangis, Christians, Hindus and Muslims.
It is known as Ghod Katal (Ghod = horse and
Katal = rock) pious Bene Israels visiting the
place recite the following beracha.

“BLESSED art thou, Lord our God, Ruler
of the Universe who wrought miracles for our
fore-fathers at this place.”

(Malida and the glass of wine kept near
it represent sacrificial offerings to God.
“THOU SHALT POUR OUT THE WINE TO THE
LORD IN THE HOLY PLACE AS A DRINK
OFFERING”. (Numb 28.v7.).

i e h e

WHAT THE LORD HATES

Six things the Lord hates,

Seven are an abomination to him;
Haughty eyes, a lieing tongue,

And hands that shed innocent blood;

A mind that plois mischievous schemes,
Feet that are quick to run after evil;

A false witness who utters lies;

And he who sows discord among brothers.

Freedom is not the right to do as one likes, but the liberty to do as one might.
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BOMBAY AND BENE-ISRAELS
DURING THE -
17th, 18th and 19th Century.
E. M. JACOB Gadkar

Intyoduction 5

It is pertinent to know when the Bene-
Israels started setiling down in Bombay, their
prcgress and what Bombay was (i) just before
the arrival of the Bene-lsraels, (ii) during the
eighteenth century when the First Bene-lsrael
Synagogue was built; and (iii) during the nine-
teenth century when the Centenary Celebra-
tiohs were heid and the Synagogue was named
“SHMR HARAHAMIM” — “GATE OF MERCY”
SYNAGOGUE.

old Bombay :

Bombay then consisted of seven Islands
— Colaba, Fort, Byculla, Parel, Worli, Sion and
Mahim. (Now Bombay is known as Greater Bom-
bay and its territories extend to suburbs and
exiended suburbs upto Dahisar on West and
Mulund in East). The place where the Bene-
Israels settled down first was near Masiid
Railway Station, which is between Fort and
Byculla.

On June 23, 1661, Bombay was given in
Dowry to King Charles-Il of England on his
marriage with Princess Catherine de Braganza
of Portugal. By Royal Charter it was handed
over to the East India Company in 1668.

Arrival of Bene-lsraels in Bombay :

As long as the Portuguese were in pos-
session of Bombay, Bene-Ilsraels dared not
even dream of settling down here, which was
more prosperous than Konkon Region. This was
because they seemed to be aware of the anti-
Semitic policy of the Portuguese Government
and the persecution of Jews in Cochin. After
it was given in dowry to England, there was
added attraction of joining the British Army.
Besides, there was a great demand for skilled
labour such as carpentary and masonry, in
which trade the Bene-lsraels were proficient.

A document in the handwriting of Samuel
Nissim Kazi in 1800 states that the Bene-lsraels
first arrived in 1749. According to the late
Dr. E. Moses, the first Jewish Burial ground
used was at Parel Road (now known as Sir
J. J. Road), near J. J. Hospital (the ceme-
tery was inside the compound — the com-
pound wall was built after 1922 or 1923, adja-
cent to J. J. Road). The exact date of the use
of this cemetery is not known, although it is
known that it was used upto the year 1785.
Since the Clare Road Cemetery was used for
forty-four years (from 1785 to 1829), it may be
presumed that the cemetery at J. J. Road
might have come to. be used from 1755 for
thirty years. According to the research made
by Mrs. Rachel A. Gadkar, the Awaskar family
which was the first to settle in Bombay came
here in the year 1746.

In response to the certain queries raised
by the Anglo-Jewish Association of London, the
Bene-Israel Benevolent Society of Bombay and
the late Haeem Samuel Kehimkar, who
was then working and residing in Poona —
“there were four burial grounds in Bombay,
the oldest being situated in Mazagon, but its
exact situation cannot be ascertained at pre-
sent. The most ancient inscription found on a
tomb in the next cldest graveyard, situated near
Sir Jamshediji Jijeebhoy’s Hospital, bearing the
Jewish date 5530 (1770). A part of this grave
yard has been turned into a tank, so that we
cannot say if there were tombs much older
) a8

The authors of this report also say that
“The Bene-lsraels have been settled in Bombay
for upwards of 150 years. The Bagdadi and the
Cochini Jews attended our Synagogues and we
theirs, and we ate together. We had the same

- burial ground till recently”.

(The letter to the Anglo-Jewish Association
appears to have been sent before the Mhatar-
pakhadi (Dr Mascarenhas Road) cemetery was
taken in possession in 1898).

Many of the things we need can wait. The child cannot.

To him we cannot answer “TOMORROW?”. His name is “TODAY” —
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Part of Bombay where the Bene-Israels
Settled First:

The names “Samuel Street”, ‘Isajee Street”
and “Israel Moholla” suggest that a majority
of the Bene-Israels settled down in the vici-
nity of the present Masjid Railway Sta-
tion. This part of Bombay is nearer to the
Docks — Indira Dock, Victoria Dock and Prin-
cess Dock — and therefore on arrival from
Konkan our ancestors found it convenient to
settie down in the vicinity of the Docks. Be-
sides, this part of Bombay was in proximity to
the Head Quarters of the then native regiments,
in which so many Bene-Israels were employed.

In course of time the Bene-Israels ac-
quired wealth from their trade of artisanship,
which they invested in constructing or buying
residential buildings. In those days most of the
buildings in the area were owned by the Bene-
Israels. Surplus wealth was also invested in
purchasing gold, diamond and pearl ornaments.
Even men used to wear necklaces which was
displayed proudly by them. However, after some
time this wealth vanished as if by a magic
wand. Buildings changed hands and Bene-
Israels became tenants of the buildings owned
by them once upon a time.

When the trade of the Port increased, the
Bene-Israels who are naturally lacking in busi-
ness acumen, were gradually ousted from this
locality by Khoja and Bania merchants and
perforce settled down in cheaper locality of
Umerkhadi and Dongri. Samuel Street is locally
known as Vadgadi (Vad means Chemicals and
gadi means Office). It is interesting to note that
Vadgadi, Khand Bazaar (Zakeria Masjid Street}
and Bhaat Bazaar (Narsi Natha Street) all near
Samuel Street, Isajee Street and Israel Moholla
have the highest transaction of business ir
India today. The daily turn over is over Rs. 10/-
crores.

Topography of Masjid Bunder Area:

On the South-East of the “Gate of Mercy”
Synagogue is lsaajee Street named after Sa-
muel Divekar’s brother. lIsrael Moholla is or
the North-West of the “Gaie of Mercy” Syna-
gogue. On the East of Israel Moholla is Samuel
Street and on the South, Yusuf Meherali Road
(Masjid Bunder Road).

At the time the Synagogue was built, there
was a hill on the East side of Samuel Street
and Isajee Street, which extended upto Noor
Baug, near Sandhurst Road Railway Station.

This hill was reduced to the ground by about
1925.

Law and Order :

In the absence of Law & Order machinery,
there was no peace in Bombay. No one dared
to move outside his house after sun-set since
the streets were not provided with lighis. The
first lighting of the streets with oil lamps took
place in 1842. The first gas lamps were pro-
vided on the streets in 1865.

1749 : Arrival of Bene-Israels in Bombay.

1750 : Samuel Ezekiel Divekar and four youn-
ger brothers joined the Army.

The credit for the first establishment of a
force for the prevention of crimes goes to
Gerald Aungier, Governor from 1669 to 1677.
From 1753, Bombay Government was compos-
ed of the Governor and thirteen Councillors,
all of whom were Justices of Peace and Com-
missioner of Oyer and Terminer and Gaol Deli-
very. Sheriff was the Executive Officer. In
1798, Court of Oyer and Terminar and Gaol
Delivery were abolished.

1771 Patrols were appointed, whose duties
were to maintain peace, seize persons found
rioting, arrest robbers and house-breakers,
seize Europeans without passes and COFFREES
(African Slaves). The East India Company ag-
reed to pay the Bhandari Police Rs. 10/- fon
every coffree arrested, Re. 1/- for every slave
absent from work for three days, Rs. 2/- for
absent for a month, Re. 1/- for every soldier
or sailor absent from duty for 48 hours, and
annas eight for every soldier or sailor found
drunk.

1785 : Non-use of the First Bene-lsrael Ceme-
tary at Sir J. J. Road and commencement of
Clare Road Cemetery.

1792 : Samuel Ezekiel Divekar (Founder of the
“Gate of Mercy” Synagogue) settled down in
Bombay.

Those who cannot remember the past are condemned to repeat it. — George Santayana
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1796 : The First Bene-Israel Synagogue built by
Samaji Hasaji Divekar was consecrated. Tanaji
Samuel Malyankar Mistri presented Teba to the
Synagogue in memory of his son ‘Rahamimiji,
who died in 1786 on condition that it should
not be removed till “MESSIAH” arrives.

(Population of Bene-Israels — About 2,000).

1797 : Death of Commandant Samuel Divekar in
Cochin. David Samuel Divekar (Son of lIsaji)
elected ag Kammodan Muccadam.

1799 : One Ismail Shaikh was hanged for theft.

1804 : A woman was sentenced for five years
imprisonment for perjury, during which period
she was required to stand once a year, on the
first day of October Session, in the pillory, in-
front of the Court House (afterwards the Great
Western Hotel, with labels on her chest and
back, describing her guilt.

1813 : Ban on the activities of the Christian
Missionaries lifted.

1815 : Twenty-five Marathi Schools opened in
Bombay and in the villages in Konkan.

1819 : Genesis and Exodus published by the
American Christian Mission in Marathi.

1823 : Grant Road Burial ground
possession but used from 1829.

Subedar Silemanji Bapuji Sankar and his
followers formed a separate group in the Samaji
Hasaji ‘“Gate of Mercy” Synagogue.

taken in

1826 : (1) Michael and Abraham Sargons,
David Barukh Rahabi, Hacham Samuel, Judah
David Ashkenazi and others from Cochin
taught Hebrew Prayers and Jewish ritual ob-
servances to the Bene-Israels for ten years.

(2) Report on education published by
the American Christian Missionaries. An inte-
resting item in the report was that the Jewish
Teachers were preferred because the Jews be-
lieve in monotheism.

1827 : Hebrew School established at Alibaug
by American Christian Mission.

1829 : (1) 130 Jewish students attended in 17
schools run by the American Christian Mission,

(2) Clare Road cemetery closed and
use of Grant Road Cemetery began.

(8) Dr. John Wilson, to whom the Bene-
Israel Community owe so much was having
meetings with the Bene-lsrael community in
Bombay on every Saturday evening.

1832: (1) Two European constables, stimula-
ted by the reward of eight annas (fifty paise)
for every parriah dog destroyed, were killing
one in the proximity of a house when they were
attacked by a mob consisting of Hindus and
Parsis.

(2) David Sassoon, founder of the Sas-
soon business empire in India settled down in
Bombay.

1833 : Reprint of Genesis and Exodus in Mara-
thi by the American Christian Mission.

1836 : 250-Bene-Israel Students, including 60
girls were attending Dr. Wilson’s Schools.

1837 : The Iragi Jews' plea to the Govern-
ment for granting them permission to erect a
partition wall to divide the European Jewish
cemetery so as to enable the burial of Iraqui
Jews in the other half of the cemetery was
turned down by the Government. (In the initial
years, Bene-Israel cemetery was used by the
Iraqui Jews).

1838 : (1) Dr. John W.ilson, a Christian Mis-
sionary of the Free Church of Scotland and an
educationist read a paper at the Annual Meet-
ing of the Bombay Branch of 'the Royal Asiatic
Society (now known as Asiatic Society) in
which he came to the conclusion that the
Bene-Israels are indeed Israelites, a remnant of

the tribes which were expelled by the Assyrian
King.

(2) One Pingle was hanged for murder-
ing his brother-in-law, Subedar Sillemanji
Bapuji Sankar (due to family dispute).

i840: (1) New Synagogue, Prayers commen-
ced in a Prayer Hall.

(2) The first publication in the commu-

out of which seven schools were in Bombay nity — Hebrew Propitiary Prayers; by Hazzan
and the rest in Kolaba District. Shelomo Sharabi — a Cochini Jew.
A politician thinks of next election; a statesman of next generation. — James Freeman Clarke
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1841: Foundation stone of the New Syna-
gogue was laid on 2nd August, 1841.

1842 : (1) Streets in Bombay provided with oil
famps.

(2) 38 Bene-Israel students attended

Wilson’s College.

1843 : (1) The New Synagogue was consec-
rated on 4th June, 1843. Abraham lIsaji Garsul-
kar, Surveyor from Aden, presented a Sepher
Torah to the New Synagogue.

(2) Establishment of David Sassoon Re-
formatory. It was named after David Sassoon
on account of the munificent donation given
oy the Sassoon family.

1846 : (1) The first publication by a Bene-
Israel — Haeem Isaac Gazsulkar, “lllustrated
Haggadah. :

(2) Haskel Abraham Divekar, grand son

of Isaji Ezekiel Divekar seized power of Kam-
~ modan Muccadamship of the “Gate of Mercy”
Synagogue, after the death of David Samuel
Divekar.

1847 : The Old Synagogue (Gate of Mercy)
secured a Sepher Torah, fifty-one years after
its establishment.

1852: Dr. John Wilson published a pamphlet
“Bene-Israels of Bombay, an appeal for their
Christian Education”. In this pamphlet Dr. Wil-
son advanced the theory that the Bene-lsraels
came from South-West Arabia and therefore
descendants of Yemeni Jews. His reason for
coming to this conclusion was the resemblance
between the Yemini Jews and the Bene-lIsraels.

1853 : Formation of the ‘‘Bene-lsrael Benevo-
lent Society”, with the objects of giving relief
to the poor and helpless widows, supportless
orphans and infirm men and women and pro-
viding free education to the poor children and
youths, both religious and secular. It was res-
ponsible for establishing a Primary School for
the Bene-lsrael children in 1875. In the year
1909, it purchased a building for housing or-
phans and destitutes. This building was taken
over by the Improvement Trust in 1916, perhaps
for the non-payment of taxes. However, later
it contributed Rs. 10,000/- for the building of
the present “THE BENE-ISRAEL HOME FOR
DESTITUTES AND ORPHANS”.

1855: From 1855 to 1963, Bombay had the
good fortune of having Charles Forjett, Super-
intendent of Police who had great linguistic
faculty, wide knowledge of Indian caste, cus-
toms and habits and had a masterly capacity
for assuming native disguises. After warning
Lord Elphinstone, Governor of Bombay, who had
then his bungalow at Lalbaug, that the Gover-
nor should take strict measures to prevent un-
authorised persons entering the bungalow, he
greeted the Governor next morning disguised as
a sweeper.

(2) David Sassoon Benevolent Institu-
tion was founded by David Sassoon.

1857 : (i) Indian Mutiny.

(i) Bombay University opened.

1860: (1) One Bene-lsrael and two Hindus
were convicted of piracy and sentenced to
seven years transportation for having plunder-
ed a vessel at anchor off Alibaug of ten thou-
sand rupees in silver.

(2) Extension to the ‘‘Gate of Mercy”
Synagogue was carried out and completed on
4th March, 1860.

(3) Vihar Water Supply: Vihar Lake
Water supply project which was completed in
1858, filled with water upto 9 ft. in 1859, com-
menced supplying water to the City in March,
1860.

1861 : Magen David Synagogue — consec-
rated.

1863 : David Sassoon donated Rs. 60,000/- for
housing fthe Mechanics Institute Library which
was established in 1847.

1864 : Under the Foreigners’ Act Il of 1864
pimps and prostitutes were deported who found;
way to brothels in and around notorious Cur-
setji Sukhlaji Street. It is known as Safed Gally
on this account.

1865 : Gas lamps provided on Streets.

1867 : Death of David Sassoon. The Mecha-
nics Institute was named as David Sassoon
Mechanics Institute, which later came to be
known as David Sassoon Library.

Don't condemn other people for having queer ways. God didn't make folks all the same.
Some keen, some lazy — some sane, some crazy. It's all part of the game.
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1868 : The Bene-Israel Benevolent
commenced collecting donations for
an asylum for the aged.

Society
building

1870 : Huzurpaga Training College in Poona
started. Till 1882, 34 girls received training,
among whom were a few Bene-Israel girls.

1871 : Joseph Ezekiel

Rajpurkar
Hebrew Examiner.

appointed

1872 : (1) Appointment of David Haeem Dive-
kar, great grand son of Samuel Ezekiel Dive-
kar, as Kammodan Muccadam in place of
Haskel Abraham Divekar, who was removed

from the Office by 'the Jamat on 19th August,
1872.

(2) Opening of a new Prayer Hall
known as “KENNESETH BENE-ISRAEL” as a
result of dispute among the members of the
Samaji Hasaji Synagogue.

1875: (1) The Bene-Israel Benevolent Society
established a Primary School on 5th July, 1875
at Khadak, which was later known as “The
Israglite School” and from 1934 as “Sir Elly
Kadoorie School”.

(2) The late Simon Benjamin Vak-
rutkar (Walker), well known social worker
author, powerful writer and orator, was ex-

communicated on account of his peculiar
views on religion. His wife, Rebeccabai joined
Grant Medical College for Mid-Wifery Course
— the first Bene-Israel Nurse.

1877: The First Bene-lsrael Journal —

“SATYA PRAKASH" published by Aaron Sam-
son Ashtamkar.

1878 : First publication of the report and the
statement of accounts of the “Gate of Mercy”
(Samaji Hasaji) Synagogue from 13th May,
1878.

1879: (1) Joseph Ezekiel Rajpurkar nominated
as a Fellow of the Bombay University.

(2) Two foreigners, Reverend and Mrs.
Skyors visited the “Gate of Mercy” Synago-
gue.

(3) On 7th October, 1879 (Rosh Hodesh)
the doors of the Synagogue were locked —
dispute between the parties. Opened the next
day.

1885 :

(4) Tulsi Lake water supply proj.'éét
completed.

1880: (1) Isaac Solomon Ghosalkar and Dr.
Joel Samuel Shirkolkar were the first Bene-
Israels to visit Jerusalem on 1st February, 1880
and returned on 14th April, 1880.

(2) “Ner Tamid” lamp presented by
Rahamim Solomon Talkar, Writer, to Samaji
Hasaji Synagogue on 8th July, 1880.

(3) Tobat (conversion ceremony) was
given to one Daniel David Bhastekar, soldier,
28th Regiment at his wish, since he could not
attend the Synagogue for one complete year as
he was undergoing one year imprisonment in
the Army Jail. The purification ceremony was

performed on 2nd August, 1880.

(4) First Kirtan performed on August 8,
1880. Kirtankar was Benjamin Samson Ashtam-
kar, Hon. Secretary of the Samaji Hasaji Syna- -
gogue and singers were (i) Rahamim Solomon
Talkar, (ii) Samuel Nasemji Korlekar and (iii)
Hannock Solomon Talkar (All were Committee
Members of the “Gate of Mercy” Synagogue).

(5) Special Prayers for the persecuted
Afghan Jews at Samaji Hasaji Synagogue on
August 29, 1880.

1881: Anglo-Jewish Association of London
adopted the Israelite High School, established
in 1875, now known as “Sir Elly Kadoorie
School”. As a result of the grants received
from the Anglo-Jewish Association, the Govern-
ment and the “Gate of Mercy” Synagogue, it
was converted into “ANGLO-VERNACULAR
SECONDARY SCHOOL™.

1882 : Sunday, the March 19, 1882, was ob-
served as ‘““Fast and Humiliation Day” by the
Bene-Israel Community in Bombay for the fierce
persecution of Russian Jews.

1884 : (1) Kenneseth Eliyahoo
Fort, Bombay consecrated.

Synagogue,

(2) High School established in Huzur-
paga. Out of 58 students 10 Bene-Israel girls.

(1) Haskel Benjamin Penkar establish-
ed Anglo-Jdewish and Vernacular Press.

Hi‘de>vyour tears, but show your smiles. Keep your fea’ré“bd’_t ’shar.e_ Y'csuf joys.

88



(2) Abraham Haskel Divekar, great
grandson of lsaaji Samuel Divekar, appointed
as “Kammodan Muccadam” of the New Prayer
Hall till 1905.

1886 : Tiphereth. Prayer Hall opened for con-
ducting prayer. (It was consecrated as Synago-
gue in 1923).

1888 : (1) Opening of a new school for the
teaching of Hebrew and Marathi by the New
Synagogue (Shaare Rason) as according to the
Management of the Synagogue teaching of
Hebrew in the Israelite School was much neg-
lected. This notion of Hebrew being neglected
in the lIsraelite School persisted till 1935.

(2) A Prayer Hall in the Israelite School,
started by the Late Haeem Samuel Kehimkar,
known as “ETZ HAEEM” Prayer Hall. (ETZ
means tree and HAEEM means Life).

1889 : Kammodan Muccadam David Haeem
Divekar, Poet, Writer, Journalist, dramatist and
pleader, died on November 16, 1889.

1890: Powai Water Supply Project completed.
(Tansa lake in 1926 and Vaitarna and Upper
Vaitarna in 1957).

1891: (1) Members of the three Synagogues
i.e. Old, New and Kenneseth Bene-Israel con-
vened a meeting of the Community on January
2, 1891 and decided to issue an appeal for
donations for the Relief Fund for the perse-
cuted Russian Jews.

(2) Two Parsi Girls, Pherozebai and
Bachubai, 16 and 20 years of age were found
dead at the foot of the Rajabai Clock Tower.

1892 : (1) The Israelite School became a full
fledged High School, teaching upto the Mairi-
culation Class and had 300 students on its
roll. The school consisted of (i) Marathi Boys’
School; (ii) Marathi Girls’ School; and (iii)
English School for Boys & Girls.

(2) One David Samuel Varulkar issued
leaflets, giving notice to the Bene-lsrael Com-
munity that his father, Samuel Eliya Varulkar
was insisting in performing the circumcision of
his new born son much against the wish of
David Samuel Varulkar and that legal action
would be taken against those who perform

the circumcision and also against those who
attend the ceremony.

1893 : Publication of the Journal — “LAMP

OF JUDAISM” — by Samuel Samson Maz-
gaonkar.
1894 : Mr. & Mrs. Jacob Ezekiel Pingle return-

ed from Jerusalem.

1896 : (1) The year 1896 is memorable in
more than one respect. For the Jews in gene-
ral and the Bene-Israels in particular; it was
a very important year. It was on the i2th and
13th May, 1896 that 'the Centenary of the
Oldest ‘“‘Bene-lsrael Synagogue” was celebrat-
ed and it was named as “SHAAR HARAHA-
MIM — “GATE OF MERCY” SYNAGOGUE”.

(2) The year 1896 is also important for
the people all over the World. It was during
that year, that 'the first awardees for the
“NOBEL” Prizes awards were given in the
Court of King of Sweden. Later a special Peace
Prize was instituted.

(3) Two other local events took place,
cne in India and the other in Bombay. The
first was introduction of “Finger Print” System
by Sir Edwards Henry, Inspector General of
Police, Bengal. In Bombay it was introduced
in 1898 by R. H. Vincent, C.1.E.

(4) The fourth incident pertains to the
epidemic of plague in Bombay from 1896 to
1900. In order to prevent the spread of this dead-
ly disease, a party of plague searchers went
round the city to remove such patients. How-
ever, when one such party wanted to remove
such a patient from a Juhai’s House at Ripon
Cross Road, trouble arose and disorder spread
to almost all parts of Bombay. (Please read
Article on Dr. Samuel Satkel Varulkar in this
connection).

(5) “Special Prayers Composed and re-
cited by Joseph Ezekiel Rajpurkar, on October
29, 1896 at the “Gate of Mercy” Synagogue,
for imploring divine forbearance and compas-
sion on the public at large in view of the Bubo-
nic (Plague) Fever that laid such a heavy hand.
The day was also observed as ‘“‘Fast”.

(6) The sixth incident pertains to the
slump period in trade due to which some tex-

If you are fair in your dealing with others, knowing within that the truth must prevail,
you will come out on the top in the end.
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tile mills were closed and the rest were work-
ing only on three days in a week. Due to the
slump period a few Bene-Israel families settled
down in Burma, which was then a part of India.

(7) Olympic games sprang to life again
after 1,500 years.

1897 : Haeem Samuel Kehimkar completed
writing “HISTORY OF THE BENE-ISRAELS IN
BOMBAY PRESIDENCY” (now known as Maha-
rashtra State).

1898 : Mhatarpakhadi (Dr. Mascarenhas) Road
Burial Ground taken possession of on Octo-
ber 16, 1898 (used upto January 8, 1927).

1899 : The Israelite High School shifted to
‘Mazagaon, present site of the School. The in-

SOURCES :

(1) Bombay City Police — A Historical Sketch
1672-1916 By S. M. Edwards I.C.S., C.V.C.

(2) Records left by the late Joseph Ezekiel
Rajpurkar.

(3) Report of the Samaji Hasaaji “Gate of
Mercy” Synagogue) from May 13, 1878 to
December 31, 1899.

(4) The Bene-lsrael Annual and Year Book —
By the late Miss R. Reuben.

(5) History and Culture of the Bene-lIsraels in
India — By the late Prof. Moses Ezekiel.

(6) ““Religious Evolution” among the Bene-
Israel of India since 1750 — By B. J. Israel.

; ti ¢ 4 e A (7) Article on Kenneseth Bene-Israel Prayer
gugura i fceéemgny vliasd pgr oghme t y £ Hall — By the late Shalome Haeem Raj-
overnor of Bombay, Lord Sandhurst. purkar Kaz).
(1927 : Use of cemetery at Dr. E. Moses Road, (8) Article on “Our New Synagogue” — By
commenced from January 9, 1927). ~ the late I. |. Shapurkar.
N W

JEWISH BURIAL GROUNDS IN BOMBAY

“THE ONLY THING MAN CAN CALL HIS OWN AND [THE ONLY CLAIM WHICH
THE RICH AND THE POOR CAN HAVE UPON IS SIX FEET BY FOUR FEET OF

EARTH FOR HIS ETERNAL REST” — (Mrs. ABIGAIL E. MOSES)

(1) Upto the year 1785

(2) 1785 to 1829

(3) 1829 to 1898

(4) 1898 to 8-1-1927

(6) From 9-1-1927

Parel Road (now known as Sir J. J. Road),
near J. J. Hospital.

Clare Road.

Grant Road near Kamathipura
(possession of the ground was taken in 1823).

Mount Road (now known as
Dr. Mascarenhas Road).

Dr. E. Moses Road.

The names of the Institutions or persons who acquired the first two burial grounds is not

known.

NOTE : According to the information supplied by the Bene-Israel Benevolent

Society and

Mr. Haeem Samuel Kehimkar (who was then stationed in Pune), the oldest cemetery
was at Mazgaon village whose exact situation could not be located.

Time alone can prove the worth of friendship.



ELIYAHOO HANNABI AT SEDER
By : Mrs. Hermon W. Gordon, New York, U.S.A.

Introduction :

Elsewhere in this volume an account ig
given about fthe visit of Eliyahoo Hannabi on
the Eve of Shebat — New Year for Trees at
Khandala, a village near Bombay.

Here is another real story of the visit of
Prophet Elijah at Seder Service in 1983 in New
York, U. S. A.

It is a custom among the Jews all over
the world to keep the door open on the Seder
Night to facilitate “Eliyahoo Hannabi’s” entry.
A cup of wine is provided for him and a chair
is also kept at the table. It was also a custom
that on the Eve of Passover, the head of the
family used to go out in the open and call out.
‘“He that is hungry, he that is needy, come and
join our Pesach.”

“The story that | am telling may sound like
fairy tale. But it is the truth. It was during
Pesach — the most cherished festival of Jews,
signifying festival of freedom in the year 1983
that a strange and unique event occurred
which | will always cherish. It happened like
this.

We were holding “Seder” service on Ereb
Pesach. My husband was sitting at the head
of the table and | occupied the other end. We
were nine including friends of my sons. Be-
fore my husband could proceed with the ser-
vices, he saw a figure at the door, just in front

of him, which prompted him to say, “ELIYA-
HOO HANNABI”. | wondered as to whom he
was addressing and therefore went to the door
and saw a stranger. At first | was taken aback
and was puzzled as to why a total stranger
and an uninvited guest be at our door. 1 want-
ed to telephone to the Police, when suddenly
| remembered that we had provided a cup of
wine for Prophet Elijah at the Seder ceremony.
| also said to myself that should any untoward
incident takes place we nine who were already
in the house could over power him. So, hesi-
stantly | invited him to join us in the Service,
which he did. We inquired of his name, the
place he came from, his profession, etc. but
to all these questions his reply was “Is it neces-
sary?”

We told him it was not.

During the Service he sat still, but wher
my husband was explaining about the plight ot
the Russian Jews, he appeared to be disturb-
ed. He met all my three sons at the table
declined to take food when requested to do
so and finally said that it was time that he
should be going. He requested my son to show
the main road and as my son was accompany-
ing him towards 'the exit, two grand daughters
of my sister entered the room. He placed his
hands over their heads, said something and
vanished.

Was it Prophet Eliyahoo Hannabi who par-
ticipated in our Seder Service? | have a strong
feeling he was.

A candle that lights another loses nothing.
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Joseph Ezekiel Rajpurkar
(Popularly known as “YOSEPH MASTER”)
(Master means Teacher)
Some important excerpts from his record.
ADDRESS OF APPRECIATION BY THE MEMBERS OF THE BENE-ISRAEL COMMUNITY :
In the name of God shall we work and prosper.

To.

JOSEPH EZEKIEL Esq.,

Head Master

David Sassoon Benevolent Institution
Fellow of the University of Bombay
and — Justice of the Peace.

Respected Sir,

You are the only member of our Bene-
Israel Community, that has distinguished him-
self by his learning and worth. Since 1871
you have been regularly and continually invi-
ted by the Syndicate of the University of Bom-
bay to examine in Hebrew at the Matriculation
and Higher Examination. In 1879 you were ap-
pointed by the Government a Fellow of that
Learned Body and this year a Justice of Peace.
These distinctions are held by many among
other peoples, but as you are the only person
among us by whom these are simultaneously
held we deem it a great honour to you.

By selecting you for these appointments
Government has rewarded merit. These distinc-
tions that have been thus bestowed upon you
are not only a cause of honour to yourself but
also to all the Bene-Israelites.

You have endeared yourself to the Bene-
Israel Community by publishing different reli-
gious, moral, historical and educational works
and delivering lectures for 'the benefit of your
Ccmmunity. by your exertions to promote the
study of our Holy Language, and by ihe humi-
lity of your disposition and good wishes to-
wards the rich and to the poor alike.

We, therefore, the members of the ‘Bene-
Israel Balottejak Sabha’ beg to express our
high gratification and to tender our hearty con-
gratulations to you for these distinctions which
you so richly deserve.

May the Almighty grant every grace to you
and the whole House of Israel. Amen.

We remain, Respected Sir,

Yours faithfully,

GERSHON MOSES — PRESIDENT,
ABRAHAM REUBEN — TREASURER,

ISAAC SHALOME — SECRETARY,

SAMUEL MOSES, SAMSON SAMUEL & 45
OTHERS.

BOMBAY :

5th May, 1890.

RPN W

LETTER OF THANKS

FROM : The Secretary,
Bombay Plague Committee.

O & JOSEPH 'EZEKIEL Esq.

SIR,

I have honour to convey you the thanks
of the Chairman of the Plague Committee for
your regular attendance in the work of the
Grievance Committee during the past two

PLAGUE COMMITTEE OFFICE
Bombay Custom House,
31st May, 1896.

months and for the valuable assistance to the
Government, rendered by you in that connec-
tion.

| have the honour to be

Sir,

Your obedient servant,
Sd/-

(Secretary, Plague Committee)

! There is no use in doing a kindness, if you do it a day too late.
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SPECIAL PASS:

WHEREAS - MR. JOSEPH EZEKIEL is a
JUSTICE OF THE PEACE this pass entitles him
to travel without detention within the Presi-
dency proper, subject to the usage medical
inspection and provided he signs a certificate
in the form noted on the reverse, this pass en-
titled his family and two servants to similar
extension.

Sd/- PLAGUE COMMISSIONER

No. 112 BOMBAY POLICE OFFICE

19th March, 1899.

Mr. Joseph Ezekiel has been appointed as
a special class Constable in the Bombay Police
Force and is vested with 'the Powers, Functions
and Privileges of a CONSTABLE.

Sd/- COMMISSIONER OF POLICE

ADVOCATE OF INDIA, BOMBAY
25th JANUARY 1898
HELP FROM PARIS :

In response to the Appeal, the Baroness
De Hirsch of Paris has sent £ 400 (Rs. 5,941-
15-6) for the ‘‘Bene-lsrael Plague and Famine
Relief Fund Bombay” of which Samuel, S. Maz-
gaonkar is the Hon. Secretary and Joseph Eze-
kiel, J. P., the President.

Out of the sum, Rs. 1,500/- have been given to
the Israelite School Building Fund” and
Rs. 200/- to the ‘“Bene-Israel Benevolent Asso-
ciation Asylum Fund” and the balance of
Rs. 4,241-15-6 is now available for distribution
amongst the members of the community as are
in distress on account of plague and famine
who are asked to send their applications im-
mediately to the above named Gentlemen, who
will lay them before the Committee.

AR A A

ARE THE BENE-ISRAELS OF MIXED ISRAELITE & HINDU DESCENT?
FRIEND OF ISRAEL—BOMBAY— DECEMBER 1898

In giving explanation of the objects for
which funds are required in connection with
the Zerana Bible and Medical Mission, Miss
Edge a Christian Lady in the ‘Times of India’
of 14th December last while referring to the
Bene-lsraelites stated they were of mixed Israe-
lite and Hindu descent. Upon this, Joseph
Ezekiel, J.P., Head Master of David Sassoon
Benevolent Institution and Fellow of the Bom-
‘bay University called on her for explanation.
After some time the lady admitted her mistake
and at once wrote to the Editor and requested
‘him to contradict the statement. The contradic-

tion had appeared in the ‘Times of India’ of
20th December, 1898.

Such hasty opinions are formed only by
those who have merely a superficial knowledge
about our people. But those who have labour-
ed long among us and have been minute in
their investigations have upon sufficient and
strong grounds, come to the conclusion that
the Bene-Israelites are of pure lIsraelite blood.
We are glad to see that Miss Edge has after
all acknowledged her mistake.

MWWV

The door-step to the temple of wisdom is a knowledge of our own ignorance. — (Spurgeon)
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THE AMERICAN ISRAELITE :

k]

We are glad to note that the number of
Jewish candidates for the various examinations
of the Bombay University continues to increase
steadily year by year. For the Matriculation
examination fthere have appeared 16 students,
out of whom four were girls. There are six
candidates for the Previous examination and
four for the Intermediate Examination in Arts.
There is one student each for the examinations
for the degree of B.A. and M.A. There are three
candidates for the first LL.B. Success to all of
them. Another demonstration 'to this effect ap-

FEBRUARY 16, 1899

pears in the same number. It is this — these
native Jews opened a new burial ground with
religious ceremonies at Mount Road, (now
known as Mascarenhes Road). The Hebrew
ritual, however voluminous, it is, but has no
praises or hymns for this occasion. Joseph
Ezekiel Composed a lengthy prayer for this
occasion in good Biblical Hebrew, which not
only proves him a fine Hebrew Scholar, but
also shows the congregation to be quite con-
versant with the Holy tongue.

THE REVEREND DR. H. N. ADLER, PH.D.,
Chief Rabbi of the United Hebrew
Congregations of the British Empire.

Reverend Sir,

We, the undersigned member of the ‘Bene-
Israel Culture’ Society, on our behalf and on
behalf of the Bene-lsrael Community in general,
beg to express our extreme gratification and
to offer our cordial and respectful congratula-
tions on seeing that you have been found fit
to be invested with the mantle of your father,
the late venerable Dr. N. M. Adler, and have
been elevated to the exalted office of the spiri-
tual guide of Chief Rabbi of the United Hebrew
Congregations of the British Empire.

JOSEPH EZEKIEL, J.P.,

EZRA REUBEN, B.ALLL.B.,

BENJAMIN ABRAHAM and 62 OTHERS.
BOMBAY :

10th July, 1981.

Letter of Congratulations was sent to Sir
Edward Sassoon, on his being elected a mem¢
ber of the House of Commons by Joseph
Ezekiel (Rajpurkar) on 10th March, 1889.

SATYA-PRAKASH OR LIGHT OF TRUTH:
Revisions of the Bible:

We are glad to have to learn that the
committee appointed for the revision of the
Bible have requested our Israel Brother, Mr.
Joseph Ezekiel, the head of the David Sassoon
Benevolent Institution and a Fellow of the Uni-
versity of Bombay to make suggestions with re-
gard to the revision of the Old Testament. This
is indeed best selection that the Committee
could make on this side of India. We are also
further glad to learn that Joseph Ezekiel
has consented to make the necessary sugges-
tions and has already sent some portion of
Genesis. We sincerely hope Joseph on his
part will spare no pains to do the work and
he, no doubt, fully understands his responsibi-
lity with regard to the subject. We also hope
that the committee will not fail to take the
suggestions into their consideration and make
changes as may be proved essential.

9TH JEWISH CALENDAR: On the fir
Sunday, the 9th August, 1896, Mr. Joseph Eze-
kiel Rajpurkar, while speaking on the peculia-
rities of the Jewish Calendar described some
curious features of the Hebrew language and
showed how to find out the date of almost all
the Feasts and Fasts from the days of Pass-
over Holiday with other facts worth knowing
by every lIsraeli.

If a man could have half his wishes, he would double his troubles — (Franklin)
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EXCERPTS FROM THE REPORT OF THE “GATE OF MERCY” SYNAGOGUE FROM
13TH MAY, 1878 TO 31ST DECEMBER, 1898.

The following appeared in the issue of “INDU-PRAKASH” a journal, belonging to a
non-Jew :-

Management of Funds

We have received a copy of the first report
of the Israel Synagogue situated at Samaji
Hassaji Street. It appears from the report that
formerly the funds of the Institution were in
the hands of a single hereditary Officer of that
Community under whom its funds were much
mismanaged. The Israel Community felt aggrie-
ved at this and tried to have a voice in the
Management of the Institution. The report gives

INDU-PRAKASH.
1st September, 1879

an account of the difficulties that were thrown
in their way but it seems they have succeeded
in transferring the management of the funds to
a Committee elected by the Community. The
property and funds of the Synagogue are repre-
sented to be still in the hands of the former ma-
nager between whom and the Community a
dispute is on that account now pending. We
hope that it will soon be amicably settled.

JERUSALEM &

“The dream of our life is the reconstruc-
tion of Jerusalem and the country of which it
forms the natural capital. Happy, therefore,
shall be the day for the Jews and the Bene
Israel when the proud dream of theirs is rea-
lized, and glorious will be the condition of
Palestine when Jerusalem is rebuilt by the

THE BENE-ISRAELS

Chosen People of God. But until this desired
event is brought to pass, the Bene-Israel, as
well as all the Jews on the face of the Earth,
loyally regard the country in which they are
living as their Fatherland”.

(Haeem Samuel Kehimkar said this 51 years
before the birth of the State of Israel).

HACHAM SHELOMO SALEM SHURRABI
The first publisher of Prayers — Selihot Services. (1840)

Among the Cochini Jews who had render-
ed service to the Bene-Israel community in the
matter of religious education, the name of
Hacham Shelomo Salem Shurrabi deserves a
special mention. The late Haeem Samuel
Kehimkar described him in his “History of the
Bene-lsraels of India” as “THE SPIRITUAL
‘GUIDE OF THE BENE-ISRAEL”. He was a sweet
singer. His mode of reciting prayers was so per-
suasive and his deliveries of sermons so im-
pressive that men from all sides flocked to hear
him. He was very zealous and like Rabbis of
old, he did not depend on the salary the New
Synagogue gave him right from its establish-
ment, but eked out his livelihood by the labour
of his hands as book-binder. He was earnest
in teaching the Bene-Israels the true spirit of
Judaism. He helped in the publication of the
Selihoth Services in 1840. Due to the encoura-
gement and inspiration of Hacham Shurrabi,

the first three Synagogues in Raigad District,
i.,e. “BETH-EL” Synagogue in Revdanda,
“MAGEN ABOTH” Synagogue in Alibag and
“BETH-EL” Synagogue in Panvel were built.

He served the community on a meagre
salary of Rs. 8.3 per month or Rs. 100/- per
annum till he passed away on April 17, 1856
despite persuasion and even threats from the
leaders of the Old Synagogue.

Other Cochini Jews’ contributions were :-

1. Obadiah Jhakkai 1845
Shiroth. (Hebrew songs sung
during festivals and ceremonial
occasions)

2. Hacham David Judah Ashkenazi
(Hebrew Calendar for 500 years) 1854

The mind is like a window, sometimes bright, sometimes dull.
If the panes are broad and clean, they will admit the light.
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HISTORY OF THE BENE-ISRAELS
By : E. M. Jacob

Preamble :

The Indian Jewry has a romantic and fas-
cinating story to tell inspite of its being an
obscure factor in the context of world Jewry.
They belong to a country which is like a sub-
continent in which empires rose, flourished
and vanished. But the Indian Jews continued
to lead a life unmolested by religious bigotry
for over two thousand years. Perhaps it is on
account of this factor that the Indian Jews are
unknown to Jews in most parts of the world.
It is interesting to note that inspite of the free-
dom enjoyed, the Indian Jews have remained
faithful to the religion of their fore-fathers. The
percentage of inter-marriages is much less com-
pared to their brethren in affluent countries. (It
is seen from the history that people stick to
their religion when persecuted and tend to be
irreligious and quite a few inter-marry when
they enjoy freedom of worship).

Another important factor to be borne in
mind is that the Indian Jews have adhered to
all precepts and practices of Judaism to the
best of their ability inspite of there being no
Rabbi amidst them. In all other countries,
Jewish life is modulated by Rabbis. This is
indeed creditable. The Indian Jews have built
FORTY ONE Synagogues, out of which TWENTY
SEVEN were built by the Bene-lsraels — one
in the Eighteenth Century, EIGHTEEN in the
Nineteenth Century and fthe remaining EIGHT
in the Twentieth Century. The first synagogue
built in India was in Cochin in the year 1568.
Due to the heavy drop in the population on
account of emigration mainly to Israel and few
to other countries like U.S.A., U.K., Canada
and Australia, the number of synagogues has
dropped down to TWENTY-SIX, many of
which find it difficult to get a Minyan, except
on Sabbath and Festivals. Out of the existing
TWENTY-SIX Synagogues, SIXTEEN belong to
the Bene-Israels, EIGHT to lraqui Jews (Minyan
is arranged by rotation in the FIVE Synagogues
in Calcutta), TWO to Cochini Jews (Services
are held at Pardeshi Synagogue only). The
Indian Jewish population prior to the formation
of the State of Israel, was over 35,000. Due to
emigration as stated earlier, the population is

steadily decreasing and to-day it does not ex-
ceed 5,000 out of which the Bene-Israels are
nearly 4,500 (3,000 are in Bombay).

Jews of India:

There are 'three distinct Jewish Communi-
ties in India — the Bene-lsraels who have
always remained the largest community, the
Cochini Jews who once formed the second
largest community and the lIragi Jews who
now form the second largest community. All
the three sections follow the same religious
rituals and recite prayers in Sephardi intona-
tions. -

Before | deal with the History of the Bene-
Israels, it is necessary to state here in brief
the history of the other two sections — Cochi-
nis and lIraquis.

Jews of Cochin:

The ancestors of Cochini Jews used to
visit India, particularly the Malabar Coast for
trade during the reign of King Solomon, long
before they settled down in India. There are
two versions for thein exodus to India — (i) the
rich products of the land attracted them to
settle down here; and (ii) in order to escape
persecution during the reign of King Kobad
they fled from Persia. There is another version
also that they fled from Palestine. Whatever
be the reason for their immigration to India,
cne fact is clear, that the settlers who arrived
during the first few years were not strangers to
the country of their adoption. The hospitality
offered to them by the local people was far
better than that offered to the Bene-Israels.
The very fact that the “Pardeshi” Synagogue
is separated from the family temple of the
Rajas of Cochin only by a wall goes to prove
the love and affection with which the ancestors
of the Cochini Jews were received. After their
settlement in Cochin their contact with thw
foreign Jews continued particularly with Spa-
nish Jews. It was from the Spanish Jews that
the Cochini Jews learned to recite prayers in
Sephardi intonations, who in turn imparted this
training to the Bene-lsraels. (“Pardeshi” means
foreign — since the Jews had come from
foreign land their synagogue came to be
known as “Pardeshi Syangogue”).

A newspaper is not just for reporting the news as it is, but to make people mad enough to
do something about it. — Mark Twain.
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Iraqi Jews:

The ancestors of this section came from
the Middle East, particularly from Baghdad
about 200 years ago. They mainly came for
trade and therefore settled down in important
cities like Bombay, Calcutta, Pune and Surat.
They maintained contact with the Jews in
Baghdad. A Haham from Baghdad would visit
India and give spiritual guidance to their Iraqi
brethren, who had settled in India.

Economically, both Cochini and Iraqgi Jews
are better off than the Bene-lsraels. The Sas-
soon family built up a large business empire
in India. The two Iragi Synagogues in Bombay,
one in Pune and Jewish School in Bombay
were built out of the funds of the Sassoons.
The maintenance of these institutions is still
carried on from the funds left by the Sassoons.
In. Calcutta also the funds for the building of
the synagogue and tthe school came from the
purses of a few rich people. The story of the
Bene-Israels is quite different. With the excep-
fion of three synagogues (which were later
maintained by the community) the remaining 24
Synagogues, one High School and one Home
for Destitutes and Orphans were built and main-
tained from the donations and contributions re-
ceived from the members of the Community.
At present there are 16 Synagogues and Prayer
Halls, one School, one Home for Destitutes and
Orphans, besides quite a few social clubs, the
administration of which is carried on by a com-
mittee elected by the members of the particular
institution, unlike those in Iragi section which
are managed by Trustees who are not respon-
sible to any one.

Bene-lIsraels :

Like the Jews of Cochin on the Malabar
Coast in the State of Kerala, India, the Bene-
Israel of Maharashtra is an ancient. community.
But unlike the former the origin of the latter
is shrouded in mystery and legend. There is
however, a tradition handed down from father
to son that the ancestors of Bene-Israels were
ship-wrecked on the -Konkan Coast, at Now-
gaon, near Hennari and Kenneri Islands about
6 miles (9.6 Km. as the crow flies) to the South
of Bombay about 2,000 years ago. The word
handed down was that only 7 couples survived
after the ship-wreck; that these Bene-Israels

had travelled from the Provinces in the North
of Palestine (in Marathi they used to say “Utta-
rekadil pardeshatun alo”). The bodies of the
many who were drowned and washed ashore
were buried. Men and women were buried sepa-
rately in large graves which exist even to this
day. It appears that the ancestors of the Bene-
Israels fled from Northern Palestine occupied
by Ten Tribes who called themselves Israels.
The Southern part was occupied by the ‘tribes
of Judah and Benjamin who called themselves
‘Judahs’. In about 730 B.C. when the Assyrians
captured Samaria, the capital of the State of
the Ten Tribes most of the lIsraelis fled from
the country for fear of persecution and conver-
sion by the Assyrians. Those few who chose to
remain in the land of their birth intermingled
with Assyrians and in course of time inter--
married. The descendants of these inter-
married couples were known as ‘“Samaritans”.
When Dr. John Wilson told the Samaritans
whom he met while on his visit to Palestine
and Arabia about the Jews of India — the
Cochinis, the lraquis and Bene-lsraels, the
Samaritans perhaps finding a similarity between
them and the Bene-lsraels sent a ietter of
greetings to them through Dr. Wilson.
The seven couples who adopted the Konkan
villages continued to call themselves Bene-
Israels for two reasons — (1) they came from
that part of Palestine which was called lIsrael;
and (2) the Muslims who were their neighbours
in India had respect for the Bene-Israels but
hatred towards the Judahs (Yehudis).

In the article, “THE BENE-ISRAELS” in
this volume, the late D. J. Samson has
given reasons to show that the -ancestors of
the Bene-Israels came to India from the King-
dom of Israel in north Palestine and not from
south, the kingdom of Judah.

There is one more reason ‘in support of
this theory, which also explains the absence
of Cohanims amongst the Bene-Israels.

In order to severe connection completely
with the Kingdom of Judah, Jeroboam (931-
910 B.C.), King of the Kingdom of Israel, forbade
pilgrimages to Jerusalem which was in the King-
dom of Judah and created fresh priesthood,
which owed its position to the favour of the’

It is not what we have lost but what we have left that counts.
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King, unlike the hereditary priesthood of the
Levites.

In course of time they forgot to recite
prayers, most of the religious rituals and the
Hebrew language. There appears to be three
reasons for this:

(i) Unlike the Cochinis and lIragis they
remained isolated from the mainstream of the
Jewish cufiure for want of contacts. This was
because the original settlers did not plan to
proceed to this part of India and therefore were
strangers. This part of Konkan Coast had seen
many ship-wrecks due to heavy storms. In
1947 a ship “S. S. RAMDAS"” sank with more
than 700 passengers three of whom were Bene-
Israels. A Bene-Israel bride and bridegroom
were also its victims.

(The newly married couple were Mr. & Mrs.
Rahamim Sassoon Talkar. The third victim
was Rahamim Benjamin Kandlekar).

(ii)) It is therefore impossible that they
should have planned to land on this part of
Indian Region. They were influenced by the
social system then prevailing which was foreign
to Judaism. They adopted their mode of dress,
some of the customs and local language (Mara-
thi). They began to identify themselves with the
villages of their adoption. The family names
were derived from the names of the villages
i.e. Kehim — Kehimkar, Pen — Penkar, Cheul
— Cheulkar etc. However, the assimilation of
local customs was confined to social matters
only and did not make any in-road into Jewish
religion. Regarding the non-observance of the
forms of Laeverite Marriage or release there-
from and of Divorce, it is interesting to state
here that when the Bene-lsraels who were
members of a Synagogue in Rangoon, were
debarred from exercising their rights to vote
since they did not observe Laeverite marriages,
the Bene-Israels had filed a suit in the Court
of Law for permitting them ‘to exercise their.
right to vote. The learned Judge after hearing
the arguments from both the sides gave the
decision in favour of the Bene-Israels stating
that the Bene-Israels appeared to be more mod-
ern in their outlook and that non-observance
of out-dated customs did not prevent them from
being Jews.

(iii) Though they were offered asylum and
were not persecuted like their brethren in
foreign countries they were compelled to stay
in the localities occupied by people who be-
longed to the lower strata of society and who
were illiterate. This was because of the social
and caste system of India which was then very
strictly observed. This is evident from the fact
that although they spoke the Local Language
(Marathi) it was not the standard Marathi as
spoken by the high caste Hindus. It was collo-
quial language spoken by the lower caste
people. Even today a few Bene-Israels speak
Marathi which is not standard but colloquial.
Due to the contact with the people of lower
strata of society they developed inferiority com-
plex. lIsrael Cohen, a Zionist Emissary, who
had visited Bombay for collecting funds in ‘the
year 1920, had this to say about the Bene-Israels
— “But although timidity seems to have been
one of their characteristics while their commu-
nity was still young, they have nevertheless
produced a great number of soldiers, many of
whom have been distinguished for their gallen-
try and valour”. (The Journal of a Jewish Tra-
veller — Page 257). In absence of schools in
those days, they remained illiterate for a long
time.

(iv) Compared to the local women, the
Bene-Israel women were more beautiful ana
attractive. Fearing their molestation and abduc-
tion, the women were not allowed to leave thei.
homes for a number of years till they got the
confidence that no harm would be done to
their womenfolk. Even after they were allowed
to move out of the house, the women never
mixed socially in the company of men till about
first 25 years of the present century. At the
time of marriages, circumcisions, socials etc.,
the Bene-lsrael women sat at some distance
from the menfolk. If a stranger or a relative
called at their homes, they told them to return

- after their male relatives had come back home.

But the Bene-Israels did not forget to
observe Sabbath, Passover, New Year Day and
Day of Atonement. The Bene-Israels came to
be known as “Shanvar Telis” — Saturday oil
men — since the oil presses of the Bene-
Israels were closed on Saturdays. They also
circumcised the male child on the 8th day of
his birth and recited “KIRYATH SHEMA” upon

A man’s weakness is often his greatest strength — (Emerson)

98



rising, before going to bed in the night and
on all religious occasions. They also observed
dietary laws scrupulously. Women were mainly
responsible for the observance of the dietary
laws and religious rituals.

Renaissance :

Had it not been for David Ezekiel Rahabi,
a Cochini Jew, who “discovered” the Bene-
Israels in about 1000 A.D. the community might
have remained in ignorance for many more
years and would have perhaps gradually disin-
tegrated. Due to the efforts of David Rahabi,
they learnt to recite prayers in Hebrew langu-
age and observe those feasts and fasts which
they had forgotten to observe. About 800 years
later, Michael and Abraham Sargon, David
Barukh Rahabi, Haham Samuel, Judah David
Ashkenazi and few others came from Cochin
to teach the Bene-Israels to recite prayers in
Hebrew and in religious rituals.

This was the first test of renaissance the
Bene-Israel had.

Second Renaissance :

But beyond reciting prayers in Hebrew,
meaning of which they did not understand. they
could not read the Bible since its translation
in Marathi was not available. It was the Ame-
rican Christian Missioneries, particularly the
late Dr. John Wilson, who motivated the Bene-
Israels to acquire the knowledge of Bible by
first opening Marathi medium schools of which
the Bene-lsraels took the best advantage and
then by translating the Genesis and Exodus
into Marathi. (First published in 1819 and re-
printed in 1833. A Hebrew School was also
started in Alibag in 1827). But Dr. Wilson did
not stop at that. In 1830, he alongwith his co-
workers particularly women workers from the
Christian Missioneries used to visit Bene-Israel
Homes on Saturdays for the purpose of impart-
ing knowledge and Jewish religion. He was
also responsible for the inclusion of Hebrew
language in the syllabus of the Matriculation
and Higher Examinations of the Bombay Uni-
versity and for instituting the ‘“Joseph Ezekiei
Rajpurkar Hebrew Scholarship.”

This was the second time that the Bene-
Israels were awakened from their ignorance and
began to learn, to read and write in Marathi,
English as well as in Hebrew.

Third Renaissance :

The climax of this awakening came after
the first Bene-Israel Synagogue was built in
Bombay in the year 1796. This Synagogue ser-
ved not only as the place of Worship but also
as a meeting place. For. the first time the edu-
cated men had an opportunity to meet together
and discuss various problems facing the com-
munity. It motivated them to acquire more
knowledge about their religion, discuss pro-
blems facing the community like providing
Jewish education through sermons, organizing
Biblical classes, translating Hebrew prayers
into Marathi, providing Jewish and secular edu-
cation to children by establishing a school, pro-
viding a home for destitutes and orphans etc.
From the very inception of the establishment
of the school in June 1875, Hebrew was made
compulsory to Jewish students. It was on ac-
count of this teaching of Hebrew that the Uni-
versity of Bombay included Hebrew in the
Syllabi of the Matriculation and Higher Exami-
nations.

Publication of Books :

Contributions to the literature by Bene-
Israels themselves began with a translation of
Hebrew Prayers, songs sung during festivals,
culminating into original works. The first publi-
cation by a Bene-lsrael was in 1846 when
Haeem Isaac Garsulkar translated the “lllus-
trated Haggada”. Subsequently quite a few
others published bcoks which were either trans-
lations of Hebrew into Marathi or original works.
Elsewhere in this volume resumes of some of
the writers like Benjamin Samson Ashtamkar,
Kammodan Muccadam David Divekar, Joseph
Ezekiel Rajpurkar and Joseph David Penkar are
given. Names of others who contributed to-
wards the literature are given under a sepa-
rate article under the ti%'e, “Authors and Pub-
lications”. The first original contribution by a
Bene-Israel was by B. Joseph Talkar who pub-
lished “Gul and Sanobar” novel in 1867. It may
however, be stated here that seeds for build-
ing a communal school and a home for desti-

The hardest thing to overcome is not a physical disability but the mental condition which it
i induces.
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tutes and orphans were sown during this pe-
riod. The Bene-Israel Benevolent Society which
was formed on April 18, 1853 was responsible
for building these two important institutions.

Shahirs & Kirtankars :

It was during this period that the Bene-
Israels had among them a number of Shahirs
(Bards) who used to sing songs based on some
story from the Holy Bible. It was also during
this - period that Kirtans were performed which
contributed a great deal for the religious
awakening among the people. The most popu-
lar Kirtankar was the late Benjamin Samson
Ashtamkar who performed the first Kirtan on
“Prophet Abraham” on August 8, 1880. At that
time the late Ashtamkar was the Hon. Sec¢-
retary of the “Gate of Mercy” Synagogue. This
institution of kirtan has now declined, perhaps
for want of efficient kirtankar. However, even
today Mrs. Rachel A. Gadkar, an authoress and
educationist acts as a Kirtankar whenever call-
ed upon to do so. (In a Kirtan a story is select-
ed from the Bible. After singing the congs by
a choir accompanied by musical instruments,
the Kirtankar elaborates the story in a prose
form punctuated with the morals of the story
treated. A aood kirtankar is called “Haridas”
(servant of God).

Publication of Periodicals :

With this awakening and thirst for more
knowledge, periodicals began to appear. The
late Aaron Samson Ashtamkar, younger brother
of the famous Kirtankar, edited the first paper
“Satyaprakash” (Light of Truth) in 1877. This
publication was followed by a monthly maga-
zine, “Teruvah” in 1878 edited by the late
Benjamin Samson Ashtamkar. This was fol-
lowed by the “Lamp of Judaism” in 1881 by
the same author, “Bene-Israel” in 1893 by the
late Abraham Solomon Pezarkar, “The Friend
of Israel” in 1894 by the late Abraham Reuber:
Bhinjekar (Bhinjekar gave up the editorship
after a few months and the late Jacob Isaac
Aptekar who later became a distinguished law-
yer took up the editorship while he was a Col-
lege Student), and the “Israelite” edited by
Barrister David Solomon Erulkar. The Friend
of Israel and the “Israelite’” continued publica-
tion upto the first quarter of the Twentieth Cen-

tury and then met with the same rate like other
journals. Between 1877 and 1947 there were as
many as 20 journals and periodicals published
Since 1947 a couple of periodicals wer2 issued
but only the Marathi journal ‘‘Maccabi” has
continued its publication till-today. For want of
enthusiasm and financial support from the com-
munity this journal has switched over to
quarterly publication instead of monthly.

Atiraction towards stage & screen:

Kirtans, songs of which were recited by
a choir (consisting of young men in the initial
stages and later by young women) accompa-
nied by musical instruments gave rise to music
clubs in localities predominantly occupied by
the Bene-lsraels. This in turn cultivated interests
for participating in dramas organized by their
Indian brethren mostly Muslims. Soon, some
educated men commenced writing dramas
mostly in Hindustani, staging and directing
them and even taking part in them. It was the
late Kammodan Muccadam David Haeem Dive-
kar, great grandson of the Founder of the oldest
Bene-Israel Synagogue, who initiated the pro-
cess of writing and staging dramas, most of
which were in Hindustani or Urdu. The late
Joseph David Penkar, popularly known as
“Natakwala” (Dramatist) Penkar and the late
Benjamin Aaron Varulkar, well known ‘‘Charac-
ter Actor” of his time and an intimate friend of
Sohrab Modi, followed in the footsteps of Dive-
kar.

It is interesting to state here that till about
the first 30 years of the Twentieth Century,
women and girls were tabooed from participat-
ing in dramas. It was the youths of the com-
munity who staged the first Bene-Israel Youth
Day in 1936 and continued it for about a decade
that encouraged young women to participate in
plays, skits and dramas. The climax of this
participation has led to Young Bene-Israel
women to take to dancing both Indian and
foreign and also in Beauty Contests.

NOTE : During the Nineteenth Century, some
of the Bene-Israels could speak and
write Hindustani fluently because as ex-
Army men they had learnt the langu-
age while in Service, which they con-
tinued to speak at Home.

The only thing we have to fear is FEAR ITSELF.
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Change in Profession :

From farmers and oil pressers some of the
Bene-Israels changed their profession. They
joined the armies of Angres (Navy people),
Peshwas (Prime Ministers in Maratha Kingdom,
who were Chitpawan Brahmins, originally sup-
posed to be Jews) and later the British Army.
By their valour they rose to high ranks and
positions in their respective spheres. They par-
ticipated in Angre-Peshwa, Angre-Siddi and
Angre-English wars. For these achievements
some of them got Watans (Gift of lands), some
were appointed as Khots (Chief of security
guards) and some got the title of Naik (Leader).
A Malekar was given the title of Kotwali by the
Peshwa and they were known as Khots. Samuel
Abraham Charikar was given a Watan and was
awarded the title to their surnames. A Wadav-
kar was made a killedar of Sagargad by the
Peshwa and the family name was changed to
Gadkar. Similarly a Waskar was put in charge
of a fort near Rohe and his family came to be
known as Killekar.

When the East India Company started inter-
fering in the Indian politics in the 17th Cen-
tury, Bene-Israel youths joined the English
army. In the initial stages most of them joined
as artisans and soon their fame spread as best
carpenters. As the building activities in Bombay
gathered momentum, their scope widened and
they settled down in Bombay doing the work
of carpentary. However, few youths preferred
army life. In 1818 the East India Company had
put Subhedar Solomon Joseph Umerdskar and
Jamadar G. Umerdekar in charge of Karnala
Fort at Panvel and Raigad Fort respectively.
The Bene-lsrael soldiers have made their mark
while in the armies of Peshwas, East India Com-
pany, British and Indian. Samuel Ezekiel Dive-
kar, the builder of the first Bene-Israel Syna-
gogue rose to the rank of a Commandant —
the highest rank allotted to an Indian by the
East India Company. During the British rule
and later after India achieved its independence
in 1947, 30 Bene-Israels served in the army
their names appear at the end of this article.

It is pertinent to state here that the Bene-
1srael soldiers were so religious that they did
not want to violate Sabbath on any account.

To suit their convenience the Indian Princes had
to postpone the battles.

Love for Zion:

The Bene-Israel cherished love for Zion
from the time they settled down in India and
were eager to visit Jerusalem. The first Bene-
Israel to visit Jerusalem were isaac Solc-
mon Ghosalkar and Dr. Joel Samuel Shirkolkar
in early 1880. Fourteen years later Mr. and Mrs.
Jaccb Ezekiel Pingle also visited Jerusalem. In
the Twentieth Century before the formation
of the State of Israel quite a few Bene-lsraels
visited Jerusalem. This sense of feeling towards
Zionism was noticed by Israel Cchen, a
Zionist Emissray who visited Bombay in 1920.
He writes in his book. “The Journal of a Jewish
Traveller” on Page-257 as under :—

“I found strong Jewish consciousness and
a strong desire to take their share in the
National task of restoring the land of
Israel”.

At a meeting of the community addressed
by Israel Cohen the Bene-lsraeis contribii-
ted Rs. 8,000/- towards the Zionist fund.
Cohen was fellowed by Madam Pevsner of
“Karen Kayemeth”. Subsequently Dr. Gold
stein visited Bombay and addressed a meet-
ing of the Bene-lsrael Community. His appeal
for contribution towwards ‘“Karen Hayesod” was
well received. Dr. Goldstein was responsible
for the establishment of the Bene-Israel Bran-
ches of “Karen Hayesod” and ‘“Karen Kaye-
meth.” This was in 1926. In 1933 Adolf
Mayers of the “Karen Kayemeth” addressed a
public meeting of the Bene-lsraels. It may thus
be seen that the Bene-Israels were very
much involved with Zionism much before the
establishment of the State of Israel.

It may be stated here that when the State
of Israel was: formed in the year 1948 there
was an urge among the Bene-Isracls to emi-
grate to Israel. This urge was not for material
reasons but spiritual. It may also be stated
here that in the early stages when the Youth
Aliyah was started many Bene-lsrael children
emigrated to Israel much against the wishes of
their parents. The parents followed them later.
It is only lately that some of the Bene-Israels
migrate for material reasons.

Education does not mean teaching people to know what they do not know,
it means teaching them to behave as they do not behave. (Ruskin).
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The survival of the Bene-lsraels is a mi-
racle of God. It sounds like a Fairy Tale. No
one would have dreamt, leave alone thought
that the generations of the first seven couples
who survived the ship-wreck in a village near
Bombay two thousand years ago would sur-
vive till to-day and pray in Hebrew, the lan-
guage of the Prophets and build Synagogues.

The Bene-lsraels are mainly confined to
Maharashtra, whose capital is Bombay and to
Gujarat, whose capital is Ahmedabad.

“.Contact with Foreign Jews:

As stated earlier, the Bene-lsrael commu-
mity remained isolated from the mainstream of
the Jewish culture for want of contact. The
first contact they had when David Rahabi visi-
ted them. This was followed by visits of some
more Cochini Jews and Jews from Baghdad
and Jerusalem.

When the Bene-Israels learnt to read and
write Hebrew and English, besides their mother
tongue, correspondence with their brethren in
foreign lands commenced. This was towards
the end of the Nineteenth Century and is evi-
dent from the exchange of letters and news
with the leaders of the Jewish Communities
abroad, an account of which has appeared on
the last page of the article, “HIISTORY OF THE
‘GATE OF MERCY’ SYNAGOGUE” and the cor-
respondence with the late Joseph Ezekiel
Rajpurkar, both of which have appeared in this
Book. Further particulars on the subject are as
under :(—

(i) Congratulations were sent to the Re-
verend Dr. H. N. Adler when he assumed the
Office of the Chief Rabbi of the United Hebrew
Congragations of the British Empire by
Joseph Ezekiel Rajpurkar, Ezra Reuben and
a few others on behalf of the Community.

(ii) The account of the Centenary Cele-
brations of the “Gate of Mercy” Synagogue

held on 12th and 13th May, 1896 had appeared
In Jewish papers in U.S.A,, UK. and France.

(iii) An appeal for funds to Jews in all
parts of the World was made by the Bene-
Israel Plague & Famine Committee when Bom-
bay was ravaged by plague from 1896 to
1900 to which the Baroness de Hirsch of Paris
sent £ 400/-. The news appeared in the “Advo-
cate of India”, Bombay in its January 25, 1898
issue.

(iv) In its issue of February 16, 1899, the
“American Israelite” had expressed its gratifica-
tion at the University Examination results.

The Bene-lsraels, who celebrated the 185th
Anniversary of their oldest Synagogue
“SHAAR HARAHAMIM” — “GATE OF MERCY”
SYNAGOGUE in 1981, have remained faithful
to the religion of their forefathers — Abraham,
Isaac and Jacob, unlike the Chinese Jews who
have almost vanished about 1,500 years ago,

most of them having embraced Islam and the
rest Buddhism.

(The Chinese Jews who embraced Islam
are known as “Blue Cap Muslims”).

Are we Sephardi or Ashkenazi?

Neither. But our teachers were Sephardi
who taught us Sephardi rituals. David Rahabi
was a Sephardi. Our Livorno Prayer Book is
Sephardi. We also had Ashkenazi teachers,
like Hakham David Judah Ashkenazi who com-
piled a Hebrew Calendar (Almanac) for us.
They however, introduced no change in our
Minhag, but we have some Ashkenazi pronoun-
ciations introduced in our Synagogue liturgy,
e.g. Jonah Haftara, Simhat Torah Haftara. Mar-
riage service beginning with Beshem Rahamon
Mole Rahamim.

Moderation in temper is always a virtue; but moderation in principle is always a vice.
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JEWS IN THE DEFENCE SERVICES
(In the British Army prior to 1947 and after India became an independent nation)

SERVING OFFICERS :

1. Lt. Col. R. J. Mordecai EngineerS.
2. Major E. M. Daniels Army Service Corps (A.S.C.)
3. Major H. M. Daniels Infantary.
4. Major B. M. Daniels Infantary.
5. Major S. J. Mordecai Signals.
6. Major Reuben Jacob Artillery.
7. FIt. Lt. A. Reuben Air Force.
8. Major I. D. Joseph Infantary.
RETIRED :
1. Lt. Gen: J. F. R. Jacob Infantary.

(Bangladesh War. Fame) (From Cochin)
2. Rear-Admiral B. A. Samson Indian Navy.
3. Major-Gen. J. R. Samson A.V.S.M. Engineers.
4. Brigadier David Abraham (Jabalpur) Army Service Corps (A.S.C.)
5. Lt. Col. R. J. Solomon Infantary.
6. Lt. Col. M. A. Isaac Army Service Corps (A.S.C.)
7. Lt. Col. J. Abraham Army Service Corps (A.S.C.)
8. Major E. R. Sampsqn Engineers.
9. Major M. J. Shallom Signals.
10. Major R. M. Reuben Infantary.
11. Major M. S. Daniels (Secunderabad) Artillery.
12. Sgn. Leader E. Hyames Air Force.
13. Sqgn. Leader Charles Samson Air Force.
14. Wing Commander George Judah Air Force.
15. Lt. Col. C. A. Elias Army Service Corps (A.S.C.)
16. FIt. Lt. N. A. David Air Force.
SETTLED IN ISRAEL :
1. Commodore S. M. Samuel Indian Navy.
2. Col. G. Benjamin Engineers.
3. Major J. M. Kollet Infantary.
4. Major J. Ralph Infantary.
5. Wing Commander J. M. Joseph Air Force.
6. Wing Commander Isaac Ezekiel Air Force.
DIED IN SERVICE :
1. Lt. Col. J. M. Jhirad Infantary.
2. Lt. Col. E. M. Elijah Artillery.
DIED WHILE UNDER TRAINING :
1. Flt. Cadet Nissim E. Jacob Gadkar Air Force.
MISSING IN INDO-PAKISTAN WAR OF 1971 :
1. Fit. Lt. L. M. Sassoon Air Force.

To be spiritual is not to reject reason but to go beyond it. — Dr. Radhakrishnan.
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PROMINENT PERSONALITIES OF THE PAST

Prof. EZEKIEL MOSES EZEKIEL TALKAR, B.A,LL.B. J.P.

(Honorary Presidency Magistrate).

The late Prof. Ezekiel Talkar is fondly re-
membered as “RABBI” for his religious insight.
His melodious voice instilled in the congrega-
tion a solemnity that is hard to find now. He
understood Hebrew well and emphasised where
necessary and cried for forgiveness with devout
humility. Prof. Ezekiel was invited to read the
“SHEBA BERAKHA™ for very many marriages
and was invited to “SUCCATH SHELOMO”
SYNAGOGUE, Pune, for Sabbath Services
whenever time permitted. He conducted the re-
ligious ceremony at the consecration of the
Bene-Israel Burial Ground at Dr. E. Moses Road
in January 1927.

He was the popular choice for the inaugu-
ral service at the “New Synagogue” on 29th
May, 1925 which happened to be the Shabuoth
Day. He delivered a sermon at the consecration
ceremcny of “MAGEN ABRAHAM” SYNAGO-
GUE, Ahmedabad on September 2, 1934. As an
orator, his sermons drew crowds by the hund-
reds and in fact the congregation complained
of his not giving one every Sabbath.

He taught at the Sir Jacob Sassoon High
School for 34 years and retired as its Principal.
He was the Hon. Prof. of Hebrew at St. Xaviers
College for 14 years and Hebrew Examiner of
Bombay and Punjab Universities. He has seve-
ral Books to his credit — (i) Bene-Israels in
India, (ii) Osar Israel — 2 volumes publishec:
in US.A. and (iiiy Treatise on Women’s status
in Rabbinical Literature, etc. He was well ac-
quainted with “Talmudic Lore”.

Nicknamed ‘“‘Shetu Master”, he came from
a wealthy family holding prestigeous and trust-
ed positions during the British rule. His great
grand-father, the late Joseph Isaac Talkar
was Commissioned Officer in the 12th Regi-
ment of the East India Company in 1800. His
grand-father the late Ezekiel Joseph Talkar
was an artist of repute and one of the founders
of “SHAARE RASON” SYNAGOGUE which was
then known as “New Synagogue”. His father,
the late Moses Ezekiel Talkar was a wealthy

merchant, and because of his wealth the late
Prof. Ezekiel Moses Ezekiel was known as
“SHETU MASTER” (Rich Teacher). As was the
practice then, he always wore a gold chain and
rings on all his fingers. But later the family
wealth declined and at one time “SHETU
MASTER” had to take a loan from the land-
lord tor his Education. When trying to return
it, the landlord could not be traced and during
the long and difficult search, he had even ex-
pired. So Prof. Ezekiel repaid it to his son.
Besides being a member of ‘“Shaare Rason”
Synagogue of which he was a Trustee and
President, he was also a member of “SHAAR
HARAHAMIM” SYNAGOGUE and President of
the BENE-ISRAEL BENEVOLENT SOCIETY for
a few years.

When he passed away in 1936 at the ripe
age of 76 years thousands thronged at his
funeral to pay their last homage.

Not until we are lost do we begin to understand ourselves. — Henry D. Thoreau.
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Mrs. ABIGAEL E. MOSES (Rajpurkar)

B.A.,S.T.C, TD.

4-4-1894 — 17-7-1934

Here was a woman of action, a shining
personality with a keen interest in educating
Bene-Israel youth. Way back in 1917 she was
one of the Leaders who was instrumental in
the formation of the Bene-lsrael Conference
Education Fund to give loans/Scholarships to
enable poor but deserving students to take up
Secondary, Technical, Commercial, Industrial
and higher education. During the Session of
the First Bene-Israel Conference held on 25th
December, 1917 when she seconded the reso-
lution, she gave an emotional speech that
moved the delegates into immediate action.
She initiated the fund collection by charitably

removing the bangles she had on and handing
them over for auction. In those days gold was
oniy Rs. 20/- per tola; but her unprecedented
act invoked spontaneous response and the
community rose to the occasion. The auction
fetched a sum of Rs. 4,000/- (in those early
vears). She was elected President of the 8th
Bene-Israel Conference held in 1924. The late
Mrs. Abigail Moses was President of the Bene
Israel Conference Education Fund for two years
and continued to be on its management com
mittee for several years.

She schooled at High School for Indian
Girls — Pune and graduated from Wilson Col-
lege — Bombay. Then she taught in the same
school in Pune. While yet in service she passed
her S.T.C. and later became Head-mistress at
A. V. Girls School — Thane. In 1921 she pass-
ed her T.D. examination in London and return-
ed to the post of Principal of High School for
Indian Girls — Pune. She married Dr. E. Moses
in 1922.

An outstanding orater she captured instant
attention and held the audience spell-bound.
She was a woman of action — she urged the
committee to improve the cemetery and make
it cleaner. She urged Jews to take to literary
works and praised some of the immortal works
of Bene-lsraels.

She urged the youth to enthusiastically
work for communal welfare and face trials and
tribulations bravely and “to bring down the
Walls Of Jericho” She condemned superstitions,
false pride and ignorance.

She was a women’s libber long before

others woke up to its reality.

N.B. — Her views on position of women
among the Jews appear elsewhere in this Book
under the title “Bene-lsrael Women”.

The difficult part in an argument is not to defend one’s opinion but rather to know it.

— A Marirois.
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ADVICE TO THE YOUTHS WHO DESIRE TO DEVOTE SOME OF THEIR TIME FOR SOCIAL
AND COMMUNAL WORK

Reproduced below are some important ex-
cerpts from the Presidential address of Mrs.
Abigail E. Moses at the 8th Bene-Israel Con-
ference held in December 1924 :

“When we are novices in the community
fresh from schools and colleges, full of hope
and fine sentiments, we feel we can do won-
ders in our community and as if by a magic
wand raise it to a higher level in a short
time. In those days of enthusiasm all the diffi-
culties, seem to melt away in the beautiful
world of imagination, but, when we are ac-
tually brought face to face with difficulties,
we realise our position and find we
have more chances of breaking our own heads
by knocking against ignorance. Still 1 do not
despair. | have been cherishing views as a
well-wisher of community and feel certain
that by our united efforts the walls of Jericho
will come down. The eagle, the king of birds,

takes its ritile ones on its back and not in its
claws like other, birds as it flies high up in the
air. The skylark, as it soars on its wings has
its heart and eyes upon her nest on the earth.
In the same way while we aspire to soar high
on the wings of education, we should not for-
get that there are our own people who are
weaker and more unfortunate than ourselves
and we should always remember that it is our
sacred duty to lift them up along with us. The
task is arduous, | admit, and instead of helping
others to rise we may be dragged down by
greater magnetic force from below. The life of
the honeybee as an individual does not exist.
It is one with the life of its community. Be it
prosperous or poor, the individual bee regu-
lates its needs in strict accordance to its super-
fluity or poverty.

Have we nothing to learn from these insig-
nificant creatures?

DANIEL ABRAHAM SATAMKAR

On 31st October, 1926 there passed away
from the stage of life Daniel Abraham
Satamkar, who figured so prominently in the
narrow field of communal philanthrophy.

Daniel Abraham was born on 9th
August, 1869 without any advantage of birth or
fortune. Owing to poverty, he was obliged to
take up an employment at an early age. He
worked in Bombay Port Trust for about ten
years. His love of adventure, however, made
him turn his attention to Commerce, and estab-
lished a firm of shipping agents under the name
“MESSRS. D. ABRAHAM & SONS” in 1905.
During the World War-l fortune smiled on him

and he became a rich man. But his love of the
poor made him give more than one-tenth of
his fortune to the different institutions in the
Community. Being fully alive to the value of
education, he helped the Bene-lsrael Confer-
ence Education Fund with Rs. 2,500/-, The cries
of widows and orphans touched the tender
chord of his heart and he donated Rs. 7,500/-
to the Home for Destitutes and Orphans. He
mortgaged his own property to help the Home
at the time of its need bears an eloquent testi-
mony to his spirit of self-sacrifice. His love of
the Holy land made him take a tour to Jeru-
salem in 1921, where he donated Rs. 500/- to
the Zionist Association in honour of his visit.

As a man, Daniel was kind and gene-
rous, sociable and accessible. Though rich,
there was not even a grain of pride in him.

Today, the firm of M/s. D. Abraham & Sons
Limited is one of the leading firms of Shipping
& Customs House Agents and also as IATA
Agents. This firm is managed by Samuel
D. Abraham, along with Aby Aaron Abraham
and Donald Moses Abraham, grandsons of the
late Daniel Abraham Satamkar and cthers.

A man without imagination is like a bird without wings. — Wilhelm Raabe.
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SAMUEL SATKEL VARULKAR

(The man who with tact saved the Arthur Road Hospital (now Kasturba)from burning, by the mOb)‘.

It was the year 1896. Just after the Bene-
Israels completed the Centenary Celebrations
‘of the “Gate of Mercy” Synagogue, Bombay
city experienced the most fatal disease — Pla-
gue, which lasted upto the end of the ceniury.
In order to prevent the spreading of this deadly
disease, the Government had arranged to send
a party of searchers, who went around the city
to bring such patients to Arthur Road Hospital.
This task was not an easy one. Members of
the public felt that instead of curing the pati-

ents, they were put to death by administ’erihg
poison, in order to carry out postmortem.

One afternoon. Dr. SAMUEL SATKEL
VARULKAR was attending to the patients as
usual. Suddenly there were shouts of ‘burn the
hospital’ and when Dr. Varulkar came out from
the ward he saw a very big mob in the com-
pound. By nature, Dr. Varulkar was a brave
man. Add to this, he had served in the army
as a docior for 32 years, before joining the
Arthur Road Hospital. When he heard the alle-
gation of the mob that poison was being ad-
ministered to plague patients, he immediately
went inside, brought the bottle of medicine
meant for the plague patients and drank it in
the presence of the mob. The mob being satis-
fied that poison was not being administered,
went away peacefully.

Had it not been for this act of tact and
bravery on the part of Dr. Varulkar not only
the hospital would have been burnt down but
also the doctors, the nurses and others in the
hospital premises would have succumbed fto
burn injuries. He carried out his duties in the
hospital for well over twenty years.

He was a member of Tiphereth Israel Syna-
gogue and as an Hon. Treasurer, kept its ac-
counts meticulously — something for the oﬂrce-
bearers in the institutions to emulate.

The late Mr. Varulkar was born in 1839 and
passed away at the ripe old age of 82 years.

AARON BENJAMIN KANDLEKAR

~The late Kandlekar, played an impor-
tant role in procuring a permanent building for
the Tiphereth Israel Synagogue. The Manage-
ment of the Synagogue had collected about
half the required amount through donations and
fund raising drives, etc. Seeing the problem
Kandlekar willingly advanced the balance
and the building was purchased in 1924.
Kandlekar took an active part in the manage-

ment of the Synagogue to the extent that it is
often talked of as ‘“Kandlekar’s Synagogue.”

He was a voracious reader with a huge
collection of books on the Jewish Religion. He
housed his library on the Synagogue premises
so that others could also share his books and
knowledge. He also donated a Sepher-Torah to
the Synagogue.

When we are not sure who we are, we are uneasy.
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In those days the Israelite School now
known as, Sir Elly Kadoorie School had a
branch at Jacob Circle (Primary School only)
where lived several Jewish families. But due
to inadequate finance the management closed
it down in 1928. So Kandlekar took upon
himself the onerous task of continuing the

school. But for this the Bene-Israel children
would have found it difficult to trudge all the
way to Mazgaon. Kandlekar also promoted
and worked for the benefit of the Jewish Co-
operative Bank and was its committee member
for several years.

Dr. JOSEPH BENJAMIN BAMNOLKAR

Dr. Joseph Benjamin Bamnolkar of Ahme-
dabad was (i) the Honorary Secretary of the
Indian National Congress during the President-
ship of Shri Surendranath Banerjee; (ii) a mem-
ber of the Ahmedabad Municipality for a num-
ber of years; and (iii) also associated with the
All India Medical Licenciates Association —
Ahmedabad Municipality, Red Cross Society,

Deaf & Mute School and Secretary of Madhya
Nishedhak Mandal from 1901 to 1948.

During his Presidentship of the First Bene-
Israel Conference held at Bombay in December,
1917, the Bene-Israel Conference Education
Fund was inaugurated to which he donated
Rs. 1,800/- in memory of his parents, the late
Dr. Benjamin Bamnolkar and Mrs. Sipporabai
Beniamin Bamnolkar. His son, Capt. Aaron
Joseph was in the Indian Army and served in
Palestine, Egypt and Mesopotamia during the
1914-18 war. His other son, Samson Joseph is
a Philanthropist.

The late Dr. Bamnolkar had written an
interesting retrospect on the Bene-lsrael Com-
munity which was published in the Bene-Israel
Annual and Year Book, 1917-18, published by
the late Miss R. Reuben.

Dr. Bamnolkar passed away on May 30,
1951.

ALEC MOSES ELIJAH (Kamarlekar)

Alec was one of the few in the community
who had earned national and internaticnal fame
as the director of the Institute of Creative
Development. He was the son of the renowned
communal and social worker, the late K.
M. Elijah. He established the Institute in 1971
in Pune, which is the second institute of its
kind in India.

During the course of the last tweive years
Alec had presented nearly hundred program-

mes in ““Creative Problem Solving” in India and
abroad. The fact that he was in great demand
for organising such programmes prcved that
his programmes were very highly appreciated
and commended, both here and abroad.

Foreign Assignments :

He was invited to lead sessions on (i) “The
Interweave of Syntropy and TA” at the intefna-
tional conference of the European Association

Fire is the test of gold; adversity of strong men. — (Seneca).
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of Transactional Analysis at Brighton, England,
(i) “The SYNTHINK Model” at Creativity Week
sponsored by the Centre for Creative Leader-
ship, at Greensbore, N.C. U.S.A.

Author & Journalist :

His book “Thinking Unlimited” is having
a very favourable reception in India, Canada,
the United States and West Germany. He edit-
ed and published “The Syntropic Thinker” until
1978. This paper had an international reader-
ship.

He was a member of the Creative Education
Foundation of U.S.A. and regular member of
the Transactional Society of India.

Alec was a Metallurgical engineer and was
awarded the Hadfield medal for metallurgy.
Prior to the establishment of his Institute in
1971, he was engaged in industry and Mana-
gement for 30 years. He was Technical Director
of a metallurgical firm in Bombay and also on

the Board of two other engineering firms. He
represented India at the International Foundry
Conference in Vienna in 1961 and at the Inter-
national Copper Symposium at Amsterdam in
1970. Inspite of his very tight schedule Alec
found time to devote his attention to the com-
munity work. He was a member of the founding
committee of ORT India, Jewish Welfare Asso-
ciation of Poona and Life member of the Bene-
Israel Conference Education Fund and repre-
sented the Jewish Religious Union on the Inter-
national Board of the World Union for Progres-
sive Judaism from 1962-1970.

In March 1984, the Jewish Welfare Asso-
ciation, Poona, had presented a quarterly news-
letter, “Mikhtav Shelanu”. Alec was the moving
spirit behind its publication. After the second
publication of the quarterly in early June 1984,
Alec suddenly passed away on 15-6-84 at the
age of 64 years.

MOSES SAMUEL (Penkar)
Justice of the Peace:

Moses Samuel Penkar, nephew of Prof. E.
M. Ezekiel Talkar was one of the few who
worked for the welfare of the community be-
hind the scene.
“SHAARE RASON” Synagogue and was its
Trustee and Hon. Secretary for several years.
He was also associated with other institutions
in the community i.e. The Bene-lsrael Benevo-
lent Society, The Israelite High School etc.

He was a member of the

Although he was not a member of the “Gate
of Mercy” Synagogue he was mainly respon-
sible for bringing about a compromise between
the two parties which resulted in saving a
considerable amount of the Synagogue money
which would have been spent by way of litiga-
tion. It may be recalled that the party in power
in the Synagogue wanted to construct a Cen-
tral Hall at an estimated cost of Rs. 60,000/-
(the Synagogue had only Rs. 70,000/- then)
Penkar, after consulting an Architect inform-
ed the Management of the Synagogue that the
cost of constructing the proposed Central Hall
would not be less than Rs. 1,25,000/-. This
meant that the Synagogue would have to bor-
row atleast Rs. 65,000/- and pay interest on it,
till it was refunded. Fortunately the Management
of the Synagogue agreed to give up their
scheme.

Unfortunately Penkar died at a very
young age.

If you confer a benefit, never remember it; if you receive one, never forget it.
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Mrs. DIANA MOSES EZEKIEL (Talkar)
(24th December 1898 — 2nd June 1974)

Dianabai Ezekiel, as she is fondly remem-
bered was an ambitious educationist and in
1941 set up her own school ‘Vijay Vidyalaya’
at Dongri. The school that started with just two
pupils on its roll rapidly expanded into a full-
fledged primary school entirely due to the un-
tiring efforts of Mrs. Ezekiel who organised
functions and charity drives single handedly,
only to fulfil her desire to see the educational
welfare of the deprived classes. To cater to the
needs of her wards she introduced tailoring
classes on its premises which prepared students
for Govt. recognised Diploma.

In 1957 she and her well-wishers founded
the Adarsh Education Society which took over
the responsibility of ‘Vijay Vidyalaya’ but Mrs.
Ezekiel remained actively associated with it till
her death.

It was actually in 1931 that this enthusia-
stic educationist started her career as head-
mistress of a junior school run on the premises
of the Tiphereth Israel Synagogue. Later she
joined the King George School and the Saras-
wat School before establishing her own school
to put into practice her modern and progres-
sive ideas on children’s education.

She had done her Secondary Teachers
Course and was among the fortunate few who
attended a training course conducted by Ma-
dame Montessorie — the founder of the Mon-
tessorie method of Pre-School Education.

It was her innate understanding of the
psychology of children and her overflowing love
for them that made her a successful teacher
— revered by students and teachers alike.

In the formative years of the Bene-lsrael
Stree Mandal Mrs. Ezekiel was an active mem-
ber and an office-bearer. She frequently held
discussions on how to better the standards of

Jewish families — specially women and
children.

AARON DAVID SHAPURKAR

Aaron David is one of the seniormost mem-
ber of “Gate of Mercy” Synagogue. After the
passing away of late A. M. Chincholkar, he has
been regularly conducting prayers at “Rodef
Shalom” Synagogue since 1962 in an honorary
capacity for about eleven years and there after
on a small honorarium.

His first love is ‘Education’ and therefore he
had conducted a number of Hebrew & Religion
classes for the benefits of youths in the com-

munity and has also donated considerable
amount of sums to educational institutions,
both in and outside the community.
For good or ill, your conversation is your advertisement.
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SOME IMPORTANT INSTITUTIONS

THE BENE-ISRAEL BENEVOLENT SOCIETY

(1853)

Some forgotten chapters in the recent history of the Bene-Israels.
(Compiled from some old documents by Judah Shalome and D. S. Erulkar, Bar-at-Law).
Reproduced are excerpts from “THE ISRAELITE ” in its February, May & June, 1918 issues.

It is indeed very unfortunate, that we, Bene-
Israels cannot go back even fifty or sixty years
in the history of our people witn precision and
authority. The history of the origin of several
of our most important institutions dating be-
yond half a century is known to very few, and
within a few years more the same might be
lost into oblivion for want of a correct record.

It is with this view that the Community may
have before them a correct history of two of
the most important institutions of our Commu-
nity, that we crave leave to lay before them the
following few facts based on what authorita-
tive material we have at our disposal.

The Bene-Israel Benevolent Society :

In 1853 Abraham Daniel Pezarkar,
Haeem Samuel Kehimkar and Satkel
Benjamin Chandgaokar, realising the hardships
of dire poverty prevailing in a large section
of the Community, decided to start some sort
of public charity whereby the misfortunes of
the deserving Bene-lsrael poor might be alle-
viated and their prospects bettered. After con-
sulting several other members of the Commu-
nity. “The Bene-lsrael Benevolent Society” was
started on the 1st of June, 1853. As far as
we are aware this was the first movement of
its kind among our people, having the object
of relieving the distress of the poor and help-
less widows, supportless orphans and aged and
incurable members of the Community. The Com-
mittee consisted of (i) Succoba David Shah-
purkar (President), (i) Haeem Samuel Kehim-
kar (Secretary) and (iii) Satkel Beniamin
Chandgaokar (Treasurer) and six other Com-
mittee members, one of whom was Kammodan
Muccadam Ezekiel Abraham Divekar, who suc-
ceeded his uncle David Samuel Divekar as
“Kammodan Muccadam” of the “Gate of Mercy”
Synagogue in 1846.

The first three annual reports were not
available as these were not published. The
fourth annual report was read at the Annual

Meeting held on 12th Jan., 1858, under the
Presidentship of Dr. John Wilson, D.D., F.R.S.
From the donors’ list it appears that most of
the donors were non-Bene-Israels, prominent
among whom were Lord Elphinstone-Governor
of Bombay, Lord Bishop of Bombay, Sir Robert
Hamilton, Major General Charles Wardington,
J. D. Invaririty, Captain W. F. Marrot, Rod-
rigue Mackenzie Esq., David Sassoon, Colonel
A. Roland, Bomanjee Framjee pama, Bayramjee
Jeejibhoy, John Campbell, J. W. Musprett, Colo-
nel J. Grant, John Ritchie, B. H. Ellis and W.
Macaulay.

The fifth annual report was read at the
Annual Meeting held on January 31, 1859, which
discloses Rev. Dr. Wilson as the Chairman
of the Meeting, though the Presidentship con-
tinued to vest in Succoba David.

Unfortunately this Society like most Bene-
Israel Institutions had not escaped frcm petty
disputes and differences leading to personal
attacks even in its infancy.

The paucity of help from Bene-lsrael
is complained of in the report. Relief was
granted to 22 persons.

The donors’ list is a long one and contains
many persons of note at the time. Besides the
Governor Lord Elphinstone and the Lord Bishop
of Bombay, there appear in this list Viscount
Dangon, Hon. H. W. Reeves, Hon. A. Malet,
Sir Henry Davien, Sir George Wellesley, W.
Hart, C. S. Mangaldas Nathoobhoy Esg.

Our thread of material is broken after this
report, and the next report available for our
guidance is for the year 1861 being the Eighth
Annual Report of the Society. There appears
to have been no change in the personnel of
the Office-bearers and the Managing Committee
except for the deletion of one name from the
latter which dwindled from six members in
1857 to five in 1858 and four in 1861. Rev. Dr.
Wilson continued to be the Chairman.

| can prove anything by statistics except the truth.
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It appears from the report that even some
young persons received help during the period
of their temporary unemployment.

A copy of the letter to an influential gentle-
man in Bombay respecting the social position of
the Jewish Community of Western India in reply
to a note is reproduced in the report and runs
as follows :(——

“l beg respectfully to acknowledge your
note of the 16th inst., intimating that the pam-
phlet containing the seventh annual report of
the Bene-Israel Benevolent Society no where
stated that there exists any large body of poor
Jews, and in reply to inform you that the Bene-
Israel Community of Western India is estimat-
ed in round numbers to comprise about 6000
souls, out of which one-tenth only are in easy
circumstances, one-third are merely dependent
on their monthly and daily wages; one-half are
daily labourers, but whose wages are barely
sufficient for their maintenance of themselves
and families and who often need partial help
from the Society; and about one-fifteenth of
the whole of 400 souls are in a wholly destitute
condition but the funds have not up to the
present time been sufficient to take the cases
of more than thirty one of that number into

consideration, and these were lamentably indi-
gent both from old age and disease.”

“The present object of the Society is that
of collecting sufficient funds for establishing the
Society on a firm footing, and erecting a small
asylum for those who are in need of a place
of abode; and by desire of the Directors, | beg
earnestly and humbly to solicit your kind aid,
and further, if you consider the Institution (and
I trust it will sufficiently present itself to you
as such) a praiseworthy one, that you will
kindly commend it to the notice of those of
your friends who may give their assistance to
the object in view”.

The question of a permanent Asylum seems
to have been opened at the Annual Meeting for
the adoption of report of the Society for 1860
and again dilated upon by Mr. Moroba Vinoba
at the meting where the 8th Annual Report was
passed.

(In the year 1909, the Bene-lsrael Bene-
volent Society purchased a building for housing
Orphans and Destitutes. But this building was
taken over by the Improvement Trust in 1916.
Perhaps for non-payment of taxes)

THE ISRAELITE HIGH SCHOOL (1875)

alias

SIR ELLY KADOORI SCHOOL (1932)

GIVING first preference to

EDUCATION,
The Bene-lsrael Benevolent Society, started a

Marathi and Hebrew School, beginning with one
class only on July 5, 1875 at Khadak, a place

In time take time while time doth last, for time is no time when time is past.
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situated in south Bombay between Mohamedali
Road on the west and Samuel Street on the
east, near ‘Israel Moholla’ (Moholla means lo-
cality). A large number of Bene-Israels resided
here, some of whom owned buildings.

In order to encourage parents to send their
daughters to school, girl students were not only
exempted from paying school fees, rich or poor,
but scholarships were also provided.

After retiring from service in 1878, Haeem
Samuel took an active part in the management
of the school. With the regular annual grants
from the Anglo Jewish Association, Govern-
ment of Bombay, ‘Gate of Mercy’ Synagogue
and others the Anglo-Vernacular Secondary
School was started in 1881. The Governor of
Bombay, Sir James Ferguson sanctioned an an-
nual grant of Rs. 1,560/- which was increased
to Rs. 2,000/- by Lord Reay. The building fund
was started under the patronage of Lord Harris
in 1898 and the inauguration ceremony of the
school at the present site at Mazgaon was per-
formed by Lord Sandhurst, the then Governor
of Bombay in 1899.

The school corgsisting of (i) Marathi Boys’
School (ii) Marathi Girls’ School and (iii) Eng-
lish School for Boys and Girls, became full-
fledged High School in 1892. Joseph Moses
Kehimkar and Abraham Elijah Talkar were the
first two students to pass the Matriculation in
the same year.

The Prayer Hall, known as ETZ Haeem was
started in 1888 by Haeem Samuel Kehimkar
with the object of helping the school financially,
and continued to pay Rs. 300/- annually to-
wards the School Fund. In addition, the Prayer
Hall was assisting the poor children of the
school with clothes every year before the com-
mencement of the Jewish New Year.

In order to run the school on more demo-
cratic basis, H. Landau, a member of the Anglo-
Jewish Association, London, came to Bombay
in February 1907 and called for suggestions
about the appointment of a committee to ma-
nage the school. (H. S. Kehimkar was Hon.

President, Secretary and Treasurer of the schoot
from 1893 till he passed away in 1908). At the
meeting of the community convened for
this purpose it was decided that the
school be managed by a Committee of Mana-
gement. In June 1908, A. J. Association ap-
pointed a Provisional Committee with Prof.
James Nelson Fraser as its Chairman. In choos-
ing the member of the committee, the Asso-
ciation was guided by the advice of Prof.
Fraser, who interviewed each member before
recommending his name. Prof. Fraser was the
President of the new Committee and continued
in the office till he passed away in 1918. It is
interesting to state here that Prof. Fraser was
an appreciative student of Marathi language
and his translation of Sant Tukaram's poems
testify to his love of Marathi poetry.

Miss R. Reuben was appointed as Princi-
pal of the School in April 1922 and continued
her connection with the school even after re-
tirement till she passed away. She was co-
opted on the Committee in 1915 — the first
time a woman being appointed in the Com-
mittee. -

In 1928 the Bombay Municipal Corporation
served a notice on the School Management to
demolish the school building as it was in a
delapidated state and construct a new one.
Since the community could not raise sufficient
funds to erect a new building, Miss. R. Reuben
met Sir Elly Kadoorie when he was in Bombay
while on his world tour several times and pre-
vailed upon him to donate a large sum for
rebuilding the School. Kadoorie agreed to do-
nate but on condition that the school should
be named after the donor. :

Since April 1932 the school came to be
known as SIR ELLY KADOORIE SCHOOL.

There was a time when there used to be
over 800 Bene-lsrael students in the School.
To-day there are hardly eight out of about 1,20&
students !

Pray as if everything depended on God and work as if everything
depended upon man. — (Francis Cardinal Spellman)
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SIR ELLY KADOORIE

Speaking at the grand reception given to
Sir Elly Kadoorie by the Bene-lsrael commu-
nity — (over two thousand persons were pre-
sent in the Kadoorie School compound) in
February 1934 the late Miss Rebecca Reuben
said ‘“the story of munificent donation by Sir
Elly Kadoorie reads like a ‘fairy-tale.” Who could
have believed that when all our hopes of re-
building the school had completely vanished,
there should come a person unknown to the
Bene-Israel community to their succour?” And
then she mentioned about her visit to London
in order to persuade the Anglo Jewish Asso-
ciation to give a substantial grant to rebuild
the school, her disappointment, when her re-
quest was not accepted in toto (the Association
agreed to waive the loan previously granted to
the school). It was the Association, however,
which requested Miss Reuben to contact Sir
Kadoorie. Miss Reuben contacted him and to
her great joy, Kadoorie agreed to a substan-
tial amount as donation.

In the initial stages, there was no condi-
tion to rename the school by Kadoorie. How-
ever, when it was found difficult to collect more
contributions from the community (the commu-
nity contributed Rs. 33,200/- only), Kadoorie
was once again approached and he donated
the require sum to make up the cost of rebuild-
ing the school at Rs. 1,82,800/- on condition
that the School be renamed after him. Sir
Kadoorie’s total contribution was Rs. 1,35,000/-.

Having his business contact in China, Sir
Elly Kadoorie used to have a Chinese woman
as his Secretary. After the large meeting at
which the address was presented to him as
mentioned earlier, a cultural programme was
held in the school compound after about 2
or 3 days in honour of Sir Elly Kadoorie. One
of the very interesting item of entertainment
was to be performed by a small boy, a pupil
of the school then studying in the first stan-
dard. Being very handsome and clever, he
was given intensive training for his perfor-
mance. However, when this boy (Mordechai,
son of Menashe Joseph Dhatavkar) saw the
Chinese woman, he started crying. (In those
days some of the parents used to frighten
their children with the threat that if they did
not obey their parents, they would be handed

over to Chinese). What a pity! The boy did
not participate even after the Chinese woman
was requested to vacate the dais.

Sir Elly Kadoorie had a fascinating career.
At the age of only 15 he joined the Sassoons
in Hong Kong in 1880. At that time he passed
through Bombay from his birth place Baghdad.
Later he started his own business and made
millions in Malaysian and Indonesian rubber.
Later he had trade connection with Shanghai
and Hong Kong also.

He gave tremendous importance to educa-
tion and therefore he built many educational
institutions i.e. in lraq, lran, Syria, Turkey,
France, England, Portugal, China and lIsrael —
one for Arabs and one for Jews. Those in Israel
are Agricultural Schools. He also built a num-
ber of hospitals. He contributed to the con-
struction of the Hebrew University in Jerusalem
and served as President of the Shanghai’s
Palestine Foundation Fund.

- Prejudice is the child of ignorance (Hazlit).

114



The Kadoories have the tradition of Phi-
lanthropy says Lord Lawrence Kadoorie. “The
Kadoories were able to do a lot because we
were big fish in a small pond” and desired to
remember our less privileged brotheren than
just go on accumulating wealth”. Lord Law-
rence Kadoorie, (now in Hong Kong, presides
over a vast commercial domain, on the 24th
floor of St. George Building) made friendship
with the youths when he attended the public
meeting in February 1934 in Bombay and also
the cultural programme, a couple of days later,
he invited some of the youths to visit “Em-
press of Britain”, by which ship both father
and son were travelling around the world.
Among the invitees were the late Joshua A.
Reuben Bhinjekar, the late R. Ben Samuel,
the late Elijah Jacob Awaskar, the Ilate
Ezra Kolet (of Bombay) the Ilate Raymond
Samuel Killekar, R. B. Raymond Gadkar
and E. M. Jacob Gadkar. The youths
spent nearly three hours with him on board.
the ship. Lawrence is a religious man. He
says, “In order to respect yourself, it is very
important to have respect for your religion. |
am indeed proud to be a Jew.”

Lawrence (82) and his brother Horace three
years younger to him inherited their father’s
fortune in 1944 when Sir Elly Kadoorie died in
Shanghai that year. Since then the estate left to
the two sons has swelled into countless hold-
ings and are owners of nearly every notable
landmark in Hong Kong (or shareholders). Some
of these are the Star Ferry, the Victoria Peak
Tram, the Peninsula and Repulse Bay Hotels,
the Cross Harbour Tunnel, etc. Chairman of
the “China Light and Power Company” which
supplies electricity to the entire Hong Kong
city.

In addition to the material wealth inherited
from their father, the sons also inherited the
spiritual wealth. It is to their credit that the
brothers have used these two inheritance wisely.
They rebuilt “Ohel Leah Synagogue” in Hong
Kong, which was built by the Sassoons and
which was transformed into a military ware-
house by the Japanese during the World War
Il. They are mainly responsible for the “Jewish
Recreation Club,” which caters to the needs
of the community. Besides providing recreation,
this club houses kindergarten and classes in
ballet and gymnastics and on Sundays Hebrew
and Religion classes. Besides, the monthly
Shabbat dinners, the festival of Purim is cele-
brated here when men, women and children
donned in different costumes dine and dance
late into the night. However, their greatest con-
tribution to the Hong Kong is the ‘“Kadoorie
Agricultural Aid Association,” launched in 1951,
shortly after the defeat of the nationalist for-
ces led by Chiang-Kai-sheik (who visited India
to meet Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru and other
Congress leaders before India got its indepen-
dence). Many of the million refugees who sur-
ged into Hong Kong were farmers. More than
3,00,000 Chinese refugees were granted interest-
free loans, gifts of dams, wells, orchards, fish
ponds and subsidized grants of livestock and
farm buildings.

Inspite of all this, Kadoories are modest.
Say they, “We are the richest Jews in the town
and therefore there is some obligation that
goes with it.

Kadoorie family was interned by the Japa-
nese in Shanghai during World War Il

-

K. M. ELIJAH AND A. M. ELIJAH

The photo of K. M. Elijah is not printed
along with his resume on page 45 as per his
instructions left with his son Alec.

 Similarly, photo of A. M. Elijah (pages
108-109) is not printed as per his condition.

Many can argue; not many can converse. — Alcott
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SIR JACOB SASSOON HIGH SCHOOL

The House of “SASSOONS” have confer-
red invaluable benefits to Indian Jews in parti-
cular and Indians in general.

The most important contribution made to
the Jews of Bombay is Sir Jacob Sassoon High
School. This is the only Jewish School in India
where Hebrew is taught even to-day.

The first-Bene-Israel teacher to teach in this
school was none other than the late Joseph
Ezekiel Rajpurkar. He joined the school as an

Assistant Teacher in 1860 and was prornoted
as Head Master in 1865. He retired from the
school after serving it for over forty years. At
that time the school was known as ‘“David
Sassoon Benevolent Institution.” (started in
1855). The other Bene-lsrael teachers who were
Principals of the school were — (i) the late
Prof. Ezekiel Moses Ezekiel Talkar, (ii) Shalom
Abraham Cheulkar and (iii) Dr. (Mrs.) Nancy
Ezekiel Ashtamkar.

Initials

THE BOMBAY ELECTRIC SUPPLY &
TRAMWAYS CO. LTD.

ONE ANNA TICKET COUPON
FOR JEWS ONLY.

(Good only for Sabbath & Holidays)

To be handed over to the Conductor who
will issue a ticket in lieu thereof.

Asst. Manager
C. LUCAS

The above ticket was devised since it is
taboo for the orthodox Jews to handle money
on Saturdays and Holidays. The House of Sas-
soons was responsible for this suggestion.
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DAVID SASSOON

Settled down in Bombay in 1832. Died in *867.

DAVID SASSOON, founder ot the Sassoon
business empire was Chairman of the Chamber
of Commerce and various other big companies
and banks. He was mainly respengibie for the
construction of the Sassoon Dock (it is named
after him). Because of his munificent monetary
contributions quite a few institutions have been
named after him i.e. Sassoon Hospitai in Pune,
David Sassoon Industrial School, David Sassoon
Library and Reading Room etc. He also contri-
buted liberally towards the Elphinstone High
School, Royal Institute of Science and St.
George’s Hospital.

The House of Sassoon has provided funds
under the Management of the Board of Trus-
tees for the betterment of the poor and the
needy of the lraqi community.

SCHOOLS IN CALCUTTA

It was the Christian Missionaries who took
‘the initiative in setting up a free ‘“Christian
Hebrew Mission School”.

The Jewish Girls’
Infants School (1881)

The first Jewish School : “The Jewish Girls’
Infants’ School” came into existance when the
Jewish community (which was generaily pros-

There is no education like adversity — Disraeli
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perous) learnt that a Jewish girl attending the
Cnristian Mission school was willing to be con-
verted to Christianity. Rev. E. M. D. Cohen
brought this incident to the notice of the com-
munity by publishing a number of leaflets which
awakened it to their sense of responsibility.
Three or four men responded to this appeal
spontaneously which resulted in the establish-
ment of the first Jewish School in 1881. In 1882
The Ezra Benevolent Institution was founded for
the benefit of the poor Jewish children for learn-
ing Hebrew and Jewish Religion in particular
and other subjects in general.

After a couple of years an independent sec-
tion for boys was started in The Jewish Girls
and Infants’ School and was named as the
“Jewish Boys’ and Girls’ School”. However, in
1885 the two schools were amalgamated and
thereafter. it came to be known as “The Jewish
Girls” School.” (Boys were admitted even though
it was known as Girls’ School). Had it not been
for the Government grant in 1904, the school
would have been closed. Due to the motivation
of Rev. Cohen, funds were collected for a new'
building and its corner stone was laid by Sir
David Ezra in 1926.

Another school was started at the initia-
tive of Rev. Cohen, known as “Jeshurun Free
School” for the benefit of poor children. In
1937, a Jewish Girls’ Hostel was set up. (Cohen

family catered to the spiritual needs by con-
ducting religion classes and also serving as
Ministers for about a couple of generations).

“The Elias Meyer Free School and the
Talmud Torah: “The aim of this institution,
started in 1882 was to inculcate the taste for
learning — Hebrew and religiouas customs and.
traditions. Education was free with lunch pro-
vided. The level of education was upto Stan-
dard Il only. After the creation of the State
of Israel, like the Kadoorie School in Bombay,
the almost exclusively Jewish character of the
Jewish Girls’ School underwent a drastic
change. The other schools did not survive for
long even before 1947.

NOTE: It may be noted that the Christian
Missionaries were the first to cater to the edu-
cational needs of Jewish children even for
learning Hebrew. Christian Missionaries started
the First Hebrew School at Alibaug in 1827.
They started other schools also and by 1836
over 250 Bene-lsrael students were studying in
these schools. The first Jewish School estab-
lished in Bombay in 1855 was by the famous
Sassocn family, known as ‘“David Sassoon
Benevolent Institute.”

The Israelite School, now known as Sir EIIy‘
Kadoorie School was started in 1875.

BENE-ISRAEL NIRASHRIT FUND (1901)
Koli Samaj Bhuvan, 79, Dr. Maheshwari Road, Bombay-400 009.

It is enjoined in our religion that those who
are little better off economically should invite
a couple of poor people to share their meals
on festival days. While this injunction is good
it is difficult to put it into practice. There is
no guarantee that ALL the poor would be invi-
ted for meals. In order to solve this ticklish
problem three noble men — Rahamim
David Gadkar, Maistry, Abraham Samuel Wasker
and Ezekiel Samson Kurulkar came together
and after some discussion drew up a compre-
hensive formula. “WHY NOT”, they said, “help

the poor and needy persons to celebrate and

enjoy the festivals in their respective homes?”

These three gentlemen discussed their for-
mula with their friends and when they found

that their idea was welcomed, they commenced
collecting donations from the members of the
community and provided the destitutes, widows
and orphans with clothing and cash prior to
the commencement of each festival from the
year 1901. In the year 1904, these gentlamen
with the co-operation of other colleagues put
the movement on a permanent footing. They
formed a society and named it “BENE ISRAEL
NIRASHRIT FUND” — Funds for the orphans
and destitutes.

~_Since 1901, the Fund enables the poor tc

enjoy Jewish Festivals by collecting donations
from the members of the Bene-lsrael community
in India and abroad particularly in lIsrael.

T

To see what is right and not do it, is want of courage — Confucius
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THE BENE-ISRAEL STREE MANDAL (1913)

The Bene-Israel Stree Mandal was started
by Dr. (Miss) Jerusha Jacob Jhirad in Novem-
ber 1913 with the co-operation of some lady
friends. This is the first and the only institution
of its kind in the community. What motivated
Dr. Jhirad to start this important Institution? In
her autobiography, which is published on pages
56-60 of this book, Dr. Jhirad says that after
qualifying for M.B.B.S. in 1912 and setting up
a General Practice in Bombay, a group of young
teachers and college students in the commu-
nity got together to present her with an address.
She says it was the first time women in the
community had thus met. Women in other com-
munities were far advanced. This, she said gave
her an idea to bring them together for cultural
and social advancement. At that time she was
only twenty-two years old.

The object of the Mandal is to train Bene-
Israel women and girls and prepare them for
all possibilities and emergencies of life and so
to educate them that in whichever paths of
life may lie their spheres of action they should
be able to acquit themselves ably and honour-
ably. The means proposed for the attainment
of the object are such as would meet its wide
scope in as much as they are suggestive of
numerous activities and projects almost all the
branches and avenues of work and cover fields,
social, moral and religious. The work so far
done by the institution consisted principally by
holding fortnightly meetings, where lectures on
useful subjects were delivered, arranging for
public lectures by eminent ladies of establish-
ed educational fame, starting and conducting
sewing and English classes and a free library.

The Mandal did not limit its activities for
the welfare of the community only. lts members
collected funds in aid of the distressed and suf-
fering Indians in South Africa, sewing clothing
for Britain’s wounded soldiers during the First
World War (1914-1918) and for the orphans in
Beth Israel and poor children, the Israelite
School, collected funds towards the relief for
the poor victims of the devastated floods in
Gujarat, Sindh. and Orissa in 1927. Since quite
a few men in the community had taken to
drinking liquor, the Mandal organised a lecture
by Miss M. J. Campbell on “TEMPERANCE"
in February 1924. As a result of this talk, Bene-
Israel Temperance Union was formed. Miss. R.
Reuben, a cousin of Dr. Jhirad was yiven the
responsibility to propagate the message of
Temperance.

A representative of the Mandal worked on
the Bombay Presidency Women’s Committee
on the Educational Reforms and Women’s Flocd
Relief Committee. Its delegates used to attend
the Annual Conference of the Bombay Presi-
dency Women.

The Stree Mandal admits as its members
only ladies of Jewish faith and its entireiy ma-
naged by ladies.

Taking into consideration the work Jdone by
its members so far, there can be no hesitation
in saying that it has more than justified its ad-
vent and existence and has established its claim
to the admiration and support of every right-
minded person in the community.

Miss R. Reuben conducted classes for la-
dies on every Saturday.

THE SENE-ISRAEL CONFERENCE EDUCATION FUND (1917)

4-c/6, Vijayavihar,

The above Society has been granting study
loan by way of Scholarships for the last 66
(sixty-six) years to the needy and deserving stu-
dents to prosecuie their Higher Studies. The
Society also gives monetary assistance to' poor
but needy children towards Uniform etc. This
assistance has helped many scholars to obtain
high gqualifications which otherwise, they might

Chembur, Bombay-400 071.

not have been able to do, and we have several
executives and professionals to bear testimony
for the good work done by this Institution.

In order to assist exceptionally brilliant
students i.e. Primary and Secondary Depart-
ments, the society grants non-refundable Scho-
larships.

There are two items in a man’s life when he should not speculate;
when- he- can’t afford it and when he can. — Mark Twain
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In addition, the following non-refundable
Scholarships are alsc available, subject to the
DISCRETION of the committee.

(1) Dr. & Mrs. Joseph Benjamin Bamnolkar
Fund : FDR Rs. 1,111/-
The annual interest to be given to

a Bene-Israel boy who has passed S.S.C.
or equivalent examinations and who wishes
to prosecute further studies in Drawing
and Painting, Architecture, Science (but
not Physics and Chemistry), Commercial
Technical, Medical, Industrial, and Art
Degree or Diploma or to a deserving stu-
dent studying in KG, Primary and Secon-
dary who is exceptionally brilliant.

(2) Mr. & Mrs. Menashe
Fund : FDR Rs. 1,000/-

Haeem Bamnolkar

The annual interest to be given to
Bene-Israel girl who wishes to pro-
secute further studies in Home Science,
for B.Sc., Teacher’s Training Diploma,
Science (Except Physics and Chemistry),
Commercial, Technical, Medical, Industrial
and Art Degree/Diploma or to a deserving
student studying in K.G., Primary and Se-
condary School who is exceptionally bril-
liant.

(3) The Parel Bene-Israel Prayer Hall Scholar-
ship Fund : Rs. 10,000/-

The Annual interest to be utilised for awar-
ding non-refundable Scholarship for Higher
Studies or as refundable Scholarship.

(4) Mrs. Rebeccabai Joel Ashtamkar Fund :
FDR Rs. 4,000/-

The Annual interest tc be utilised for award-
ing non-refundable Scholarship or for Uni--
form to poor school children.

(5) Principal Samson Joseph Benjamin and
Principal Rachel Samson J. Benjamin Bam-
nolkar Endowment Fund : FDR Rs. 5,000/-

The Annual interest to be
for providing educational and other
facilities of life to destitute Bene-lIsrael
Orphan or to an Adult, young/old who is
pursuing or willing to pursue or equip him-
self/herself with knowledge of Jewish Reli-
gion.

utilised

(6) Sarah Abraham Samson Killekar Scholar-
ship: FDR Rs. 5,000/-

The Annual interest to be utilised for pro-
viding Higher Studies to a poor and de-
serving student preferably Medicine.

THE ELIZABETH DAVID GERSHONE AND DAVID GERSHONE SCHOLARSHIP FUND

A sum of Rs. 50,000/- donated by David
Gershone is invested, the interest of which is
distributed as scholarships amongst Bene-Israel
children of either sex to enable them to pro-
secute their studies for medical, technical or
industrial education in any of the colleges or
institutions in the State of Bombay (now Maha-
rashtra). The applicant must have passed at
least the Matriculation or Senior Cambridge
Examination. The scholarship may also b~
awarded to Bene-Israel applicants studying in
any institution in India, preparing candidates
for qualifying in any institution in India, prepar-
ing candidates for qualifying examinations for
admission to the Indian Administrative, Military,
Naval or Air Force Services. The income of the
Trust that remains unexpended at the end of

every three years is paid to the Sir Elly Kadoo-
rie School, to be expended as part of the
general funds of the school.

Young people desirous of taking advantage
of this scheme may contact any of the follow-
ing office-bearers :

DR. (MRS.) RUBY S. SOLOMON, L.CPS.,LM
Chairman,

5-A, Fereira Mansion,

Sitladevi Temple Road,

Mahim, Bombay-400 016.

MR. TOBBY AARON,

96, Penso Villa,

Dr. M. B. Raut Marg,

Shivaji Park, Bombay-400 028.

The falling of rain is an event greater than the giving of the Law, since the Law is for Israel
only, but the rain is for the entire world — Midrash Tehillim, 117 :1
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BOMBAY ZIONIST ASSOCIATION (1920)

Narang House, 41, Ambalal Doshi Marg, Bom-
bay-400 023 (Tel: 27 31 87)

Bombay Zionist Association was establish-
ed in 1920 and still exists inspite of some ups
and downs.

In 1975 its niembership had fallen down
considerably. However, at present there are
over two hundred members.

It publishes a Quarterly bulletin, “INDO-
ISRAEL REVIEW.”

THE YOUNG JEWISH SOCIAL ASSOCIATION
(1934)

Since 1934 the Association has been or-
ganising “Purim” Social at which cultural pro-
grammes are presented. This Purim Social
has become very popular in the community and

everyone, young and old eagerly looks forward
to participate in it.

In the earlier years, the Association used
to organise lectures, Kirtans (for the purpose
of spreading knowledge about the religion)
debates, socials, film shows, dramas “Simhat
Torah” Festival, in aid of Educational and Reli-
gious institutions. Its ISRU HAG excursion was
very popular. The Association was formed by
youths who were ex-students of Sir Elly Ka-
doorie School (known as The Israelite High
School from 1875 to 1932). This school was
in great need of financial assistance and the
Association rose to the occasion by donating the
entire proceeds of such activities to the School.
Such donations were also given to other edu-
cational and religious institutions. Its highest
donation of Rs. 5,000/- was given to The Bene
Israel Conference Education Fund which is
attending to the educational needs of poor but
deserving students.

THE JEWISH CLUB, BOMBAY (1938)

The Jewish Club, Bombay, is situated at
“Jeroo Building,” 137 Mahatma Gandhi Road,
Fort, Bombay-400 001. The Club was started
in 1938. It is now open to non-Jews as well.

The Jewish Club is centrally situated with
large premises and provides facilities to Je-
wish Institutions and Organisations for holding
their functions. It caters for Kosher food for
Members and Guests. Any Jew is welcome to
have his meals in the Club. The Club from time
to time holds functions and dances and is help-
ing to promote Social life in the Jewish Com-
munity.

BETH-HAWRA : HEALTH HOME, MATHERAN
(1955)

At the 8th Bene-lsrael Conference held
under the Presidentship of the late Mrs. Abi-
gael E. Mases in 1925, it was resolved to have
a sanatorium outside Bombay.

On May 22, 1955, 30 years after this re-
solution was passed, a Health Home in Mathe-
ran — a Hill Station about 80 miles away from
Bombay known as Beth-Havra was opened to
the members of the community, thanks to mu-
nificent donation of the late Ezra Reuben for
the purchase of the land, the late Miss R.
Reuben for the construction of the Home and the
late Mrs. Elizabeth Shellim Corley for the con-
struction of the Pavilion. The idea for the HOME
struck a few members of the lIsraelite School
Maccabeans when they visited Matheran in De-
cember 1947. The Fellowship took up the idea
and J. M. Benjamin, a member of ihe L.S.M.
and renowned architect drew its plan and de-
sign free of cost.

Location : The HOME is situated between
the upper and lower Luisia Road, next to Sun-
der Villa. The Corley Pavilion serves the need
of Picnikers and Scouts.

For further particulars please contact
R. B. Shirkolkar, Worli Seaside Society, A-4/11,
Khan Abdul Gatfarkhan Road, Bombay-400 018.

(Telephone No. 378084)

The heathen is thy neighbour, thy brother; to wrong him is a sin. — Tana d’be Eliyahu, 284
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O. R. T. INDIA (1962)

(Organisation for Rehabilitation through Training)

In Bombay, ORT started its activities in
1962. Since then the Jewish youth is taking
full advantage of the training imparted by ORT
in the trades of Mechanical Draughtsmanship
and Machinists. For the first two years the
students follow the Government Syilabus. At
the end of this period, they appear for an
examination conduclied by the Government.
During the third year the students are given
additional training which is useful in securing

good jobs. After completing three years train-
ing, the students have to appear for the ORT
examination. Two r.ew developments arz in the
offing that will render the ORT India’s training
more attractive, i.e. (1) proposal for installing
a mini-computer laboratory, and (2) World ORT
Union has initiatad a scheme under which the
best student of the Drawing Section and even
the Machinist could be sent abroad for higher
training for three years.

WHAT EDUCATION CAN DO!

About a hundred years ago, a rich man’s
son was saved from drowning by a farmer.
When the farmer refused to accept monetary
reward from the rich man, the latter requested
the former to allow him at least to foot the bill
for the education of the farmer’s son. The far-
mer agreed though reluctantly.

Do you know who were the two youths?

The farmer’s son was none other than the
discoverer of Penicillin, Sir Arthur Fleming, and
the rich man’s son became the greatest Prime
Minister of Great Britain, Sir Winston Churcill.

Many candles can be lit from one candle without diminishing it.
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ORT INDIA GIRLS’ SCHOOL (1970)

Started eight years after the establishment
of the School for boys, this Centre is training
girls which will not only make them good
housewives but also enable them to seek good
jobs, if they wish to. Since 1983 a new scheme

has been drawn under which girls will be al-
lowed to pass Standard Xll and at the same
time get ORT training in Office Skills and
Computers.

J. R. U. YOUTH GROUP

The JRU youth group is the largest and
most active Jewish youth group in India.

It is affiliated to the Jewish'ReﬂIivgious Union
(J.R.U.), which has a Liberal Congregation.

However, youth group membership. is open to
Jewish boys and girls of various other Syna-
gogues and approximately 75% of its members
attend religious services at Orthodox Synago-
gues.

Truth is heavy; therefore few wear it.— Midrash Samuel on Abot, 4
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This is a dynamic young organisation where
young Jewish giris and boys between 13 to
30 years of age come together to express their
views, discuss fheir aspirations and tackle pro-
blems from a common platform. The purpose
of this institution is to promote social, cultural,
educational and religious activities by its mem-
bers, as well as encourage members to acquire
knowledge and understanding of Judaism. The
group members meet on every Saturday.

Two of their members had attended the
World Sephardi Youth-Adult Convention held in
Israel during December, 1980 and sonie of its
members represented India for the recent Xl
Maccabeah, held during July, 1981.

The group is thankful to the Lay Minister,
J. R. U. Aaron David Shapurkar and ihe Bene-
Israel Conference Education Fund for their en-
couragement.

MACCABEN SPORTS CLUB (1975)

There was a time when there used to be
a lot of sports activities in the community for
young and old. In the twenties the Israelite Bro-
therhood used to conduct annual sports for both
the young and ihe old. In the forties and fifties
the lIsraelite School Maccabeans also used to
organise sports-meet, though not regular annual
sports events. Cycle racing were regularly or-
ganised by Nissim Reuben Pezarkar for a num-
ber of years till he emigrated to Israel. George
Reuben (Bhorupkar) had started a Cricket Club
in the thirties, kncwn as “Reuben’s Sports
Club”, which continued its activities for over
ten years. This Club had also organised a
couple of athletic meets in Bombay. This was
upto fifties. From then onwards till 1975 there

D. M. Talegaokar,
President

were no sports facilities for Jewish Youths.
These youths did not get opportunities in other
recognised non-Jewish clubs either due to the

heavy fees that they charged or due io favou-
ritism of nepotism.

In such an atrmicsphere of despair, frustra-
tion and discontentment a few Jewish youths
dreamt of organising a sports organisation
which would cater to the sports need of the
community. Their dream was realised when
“Maccabean Sports Club” was born in 1975.
The club was inaugurated by the well-known
sports commentator A. F. S. Talyarkhan on
November 10, 1975. The five founder members
strived very hard to increase the strength of

The finest quality in man is that he should be an inquirer.
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the club membership. However, it was not an
easy task. There wer2 many obstacles which
they had to face, such as meeting place, play-
ing ground, sports kit and above all finance.
Inspite of all these hurdles, the founders of
the club put their shoulders to the wheel and
succeeded in gaining more and more members.
At present the strength of the club members
is forty.

The club has participated in various tour-
naments and its members have won many indi-
vidual prizes. Some of the club members parti-
cipated in the 11th Maccabiah Games held in
Israel in July 1981. On account of the partici-
pation they came in contact with the other
youths who had also participated in the Mac-
cabiah with the result they were able to in-
fluence these youths to join Maccabean Sports
Club.

So far the aclivities of the club are con-
fined to Bombay. It is now proposed to orga-
nise affiliates in those parts of India where
there are Jews. It is also proposed to have
social gatherings, community picnics and reli-
gious camps. This will give the youths & chance
to meet and talk about religion, culture, country

and themselves thus breaking down the bar-
riers and narrowing the gap between different
sections of young people. The aim is to create
an atmosphere of mutual understanding in a
way that will have lasting effect on the Jewish
youths. Moreover, most of the members are
keen Zionists, actively participating in the acti-
vities of the Bombay Zionist Association.

The club has gained recognition and affilia-
tion to the Maccabi World Union and has been
authorised by the above said organisation to
organise a contingent of Indian Sportsmen to
the 12th Maccabiah, the world’s largest Jewish
Sports Festival, to be held in Israel from 15th
July to 25th July, 1985. Preparations are under
way for organising and selecting the contin-
gent from India and it is hoped that many
youths will join the club and compete for selec-
tion in the contingent for the Maccabiah. By
participating in the Maccabiah Games each one
would learn that despite economic 2and politi-
cal difficulties, Israel has demonstrated to the
civilised World that the spiritual and physical
well being of Jewish youths is as important to
it as the survival of the Jewish people and the
State of Israel, in a world troubled by racial
and religious discrimination.

POONA JEWISH READING ROOM AND LIBRARY (1887)

P.J.R.R. & Library is one of the oldest
institutions not only of Poona Jewish Commu-
nity but of the Indian Jewry having been es-
tablished on January 1, 1887. One of the foun-
der members was the late David (Malkhiel) Elie-
zer Koletkar. It was housed in a small room
rent-free of charge by Mrs. Estherbai Talkar of
287, Rasta Peth.

The Library was reorganised and shifted to
its present address ...374, Rasta Peth in April,
1924. This was the time when Poona Jewry
could boast of a fairly high standard of living
both economically and educationally. Some of
the eminent members were (i) Solomon Sam-
son Penkar, who used to deliver ‘derush’ at
the Synagogue regularly, (ii) David Abraham
Tarankhopkar, a Sanskrit Scholar and Commis-
sioner of Income Tax; (iii)" Abraham lIsaac Ro-
hekar, Magistrate; (iv) Dr. W. B. Solomon; (v)

Khan Bahadur Judah Hyam (Mhashilkar),
G.B.V.C., a Veternaty Surgeon (The Prayer Hall
in Delhi as named after him); (vi) M. Ezekiel;
(vii) B. A. Aaron; (viii) David Benjamine Bhon-
kar, Patron and who had unveiled the portrait
of David E. Koletkar in 1926.

The activities of the Library were at its
peak from 1924 to 1947, during which period
Solomon Samson Penkar was its Hon. Secre-
tary. The late Penkar was so much devoted to
the Library work that he came to be known as
‘Librarywala Penkar’. He was also instrumental
in securing monetary help and donations in
the form of books. He was mainly responsible
in securing Grant-in-Aid from the Municipa!
Corporation, Poona from 1924 to 1947.

In 'the year 1924, the Library had one pat-
ron (David Benjamine Bhonkar) and about 12

He who seeks more than he needs hinders himself from enjoying what he has.
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members. By 1930, the membership rose to 50.
The membership was not restricted but was
also opened to non-Jews. With the passing of
time, and due to several other reasons i.e. emi-
gration to lIsrael etc. the number of members
gradually decreased and in 1947 it stood at 25.

During 1942-43 the condition of the Library
was far from satisfactory. Solomon Samson who
used to take keen interest in the affairs of the
Library, could not continue the good work done
by him because of his age. Municipal grants
had stopped and its funds had almost reached
the bottom. It was on the verge of being closed
down.

However, in 1944 Moses S. Mapgaonkar
joined the Library and assisted Solomon Sam-
son in obtaining some donations from friends.
In fact, Mapgaonkar took over the responsibi-
lity for all practical purposes of keeping the

Library continueing its existence. After the pass-

ing away of Solomon Samson in 1948, Mena-

him Kolet, Ezra, Killekar and Issakhar Killekar
(All three have since expired) took up the Hon.
Secretaryship of the Library and assisted Map-
gaonkar. to manage the Library. Today (1984)
this 97 years old institution is still continueing
its existance — Thanks to B. |. Bhonkar and
David S. Pezarkar, who are helping Mapgaon-
kar in keeping the Library alive.

From June, 1983 the financial needs of the
Library are being looked after by The Jewish
Welfare Association, Poona. At present the Lib-
rary has 15 members two of whom are non-
Jews. It has more than 1,500 books in English
and about 250 in Marathi. The books are how-
ever very old. The Library is kept open on
Sundays only and provides several English and
Marathi periodicals to its members.

THE JEWISH WELFARE ASSOCIATION,

Ilts activities commenced in 1971 to assist
the helpless and aged whose young ones had
migrated to Israel and left their elderly parents
and relatives unprovided for. This primary need
is now of lesser significance with passing away
of many of the beneficiaries. It has now extend-
ed activities to cover medical care, students’
needs, Jewish education etc.

POONA (1971)

From March 1984, it has started publishing
a quarterly bulletin “Mikhtav Shelanu” (Our
Letter) in response to a need felt for an inti-
mate, informative and educative Jewish news
letter.

THE JEWISH WELFARE ASSOCIATION, NEW DELHI

The Jewish Welfare Association, New Delhi,
was started soon after Independence, to cater
to the needs of the Jewish community in anc
around the Capital. This is a non-political or-
ganization, to serve the religious, cultural and
social requirements of the community. The uni-
que feature of this organization has been its
service not only to the local residents, but also
to the number of tourists coming from all parts
of the world. At the time of the partition of
India, the office bearers of the Association, se-
veral of whom held very high positions in the
Government of India, were able to assist manv
Jews from Karachi and other places, who opted
for service in India. Likewise, the services of
the Association were available also for problems

(1949)

connected with passports and visas. The Asso-
ciation established the Judah Hyam Hall, the
only Synagogue in New Delhi, in 1956 and this
has attracted many visitors from all over the
world, including Ben Zvi and Moshe Sharett.
Recently the Association established the Centre
of Jewish and Inter-faith Studies in a new buil-
ding which houses a well-stocked library of
books mainly on religion. This is often used
not only by Jews, but by people of other faiths
also. The Association has also brought out
a book on the “Jews of India,” written by Ben-
jamin Israel and is planning to bring out other
booklets and pamphlets on various aspects of
Indian Jewry. Among other bulletins published
by the Association from time to time, is

“l am not an intellectual. I cannot write an article on ‘human rights.” | learnt from my illiterate
but wise mother that rights to be deserved and preserved came from duty well done.”
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on listing the Synagogues and prayer halls in
South Asia. Representatives of the Jewish Wel-
fare Association, New Delhi, participate regu-
larly in all functions arranged by the Authori-

ties — like the prayer meeting held on the
27th of May every year on the occasion of the
death anniversary of the late Pandit Jawaharlal
Nehru as well as on other similar occasions.

CONGREGATION,

Congregation BINA is one of the well knit
organisations of the Bene-lsraels in U.S.A. lis
president is Elijah E. Jhirad and secretary
Samuel M. Daniel (Divekar).

Its various activities may be judged from
the number of committees it has formed — (1)
Membership and Scocial Affairs Committee, (2)
Religious Affairs Committee, (3) Educational
and International Committee, (4) Finance Com-
mittee, (5) Youth Committee and (6) Publica-
tion and Press Committee. Each Committee is
headed by a chairperson. It celebrates all the
Jewish festivals and helps individual Bene-
Israel in organising “ELIYAHOO HANNABI” and
other social functions. It maintains contact with
the national and international Jewish Organisa-
tions.

CULTURAL ACTIVITIES

Introduction :

One of the outstanding characteristics of
the Bene-Israels has been the attraction to-
wards music. As soon as the ancestors of the
Bene-Israels learnt to speak Marathi fluently
and later Hindi (or Hindustani) the women folk
started composing scngs suitable to the occa-
sion marriage, circumcision, anniversaries,
etc. These were known as ‘“‘shahiris.” The tunes
of these songs were quite different. As per the
tradition of the Bene-Israels, no one cared to
record even one song. During the 18th Century
there were a number of shahirs and bards. By
the nineteenth century, the youths began to be
attracted towards the few who had taken to the
stage — writing plays, directing and acting.
Prominent among them was David Haeem Dive-
kar, the great grand son of the founder of the
oldest Synagogue of the Bene-lsraels, Samaiji
Hasaji Divekar (Samuel Ezekiel Divekar).

“BINA” U.S.A.

BINA is the only organisation which ex-
tended its full cooperation for the celebration
of the 185th Anniversary of the “Gate of Mercy”
Synagogue in 1931. lts president Jhirad sent a
message on the occasion which is reproduced
in the Souvenir. It also organised celebration
to commemorate the 185th Anniversary of the
“Gate of Mercy”’ Synagogue in co-operation
with “Yeshiva University, New York” on Decem-
ber 17, 1981 when Hacham Gaon of London
and New York, Rabbi Searles addressed the
congregation. Jhirad gave a short resume of
the history of the “Gate of Mercy”’ Synagogue
and its founder Commandant Samuel Ezekiel
Divekar. Its Secretary Daniel gave lot of pub-
licity for securing donations in the U.S.A.,
Canada and U.K. for the publication of the
Souvenir and the Book.

THE COMMUNITY

They were also attracted towards ‘Kirtan.’
From the year about 1880 till 1920 there used
to be a number of ‘Kirtans’, which rendered in
Marathi the lives of prophets, saints and other
Biblical stories. From the commencement of
the twentieth century till about the year 1926,
a number of musical clubs were formed in
Bombay, which staged dramas in Marathi.
These dramas were patronised by non-Jews also
and were generally held in the theatre known
‘Play House’. However, Joseph David Penkar
and Benjamin Aaron Benjamin Varulkar domi-
nated the scene of staging dramas. In thirties,
the “Bene-Israel Youth Day” used to organise
annually. After the serious discussion on the
burning topics of the day, an entertainment pro-
gramme followed. This served as a platform to
youths to display their hidden talents. This was
perhaps the first time that girls commenced
participating in skits and dance performances.
From the year 1928 the lIsraelite School Mac-

A good example is the best sermon.
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cabeans used to organise ‘CHANNUKAH WEEK’
annually for about twenty years. On every day
of the Channukah, except Friday evening, there
used to be some form of entertainment by way
of sports, elocution, essay and story writing,
drawing and painting competitions. One of the
most popular competition was the ‘singing com-
petition’.

JEWISH CULTURAL ASSOCIATION OF INDIA

Ben-Hur Bhastekar,
President.

With the object of creating awareness
amongst the youths towards Indian Folk dances,
a few youths met to-gether and formed the
JEWISH CULTURAL ASSOCIATION in early

After about 1950 there was almost a lull in
this important activity, though some individuals
had taken to Ball Room and Tap Dancing. The
names of Judas and Aaron are still remember-
ed. However, one cannot forget Joshua Abra-
ham Reuben (Bhinjekar) who undoubtedly was
the pioneer in this profession among the Bene
Israels.

(1983)

1983. To begin with, it has organised Bhangra
Dance — a very popular folk dance of the
brave Punjabis. It held a public performance on
the occasion of the inauguration of the ‘“Rebec-
cabai Samuel Hall” of the ‘“Magen Hasidim”
Synagogue, anniversary celebrations of the
“Tiphereth Israel” Synagogue and at the Inter-
national Film Festival (Filmotsav) in November
19883.

The Association had sent its troupe to Israel
to participate in the “ISRAEL FESTIVAL” of
dance and music, irr which Jewish contingent
from almost all over the world had participat-
ed.

In order to raise funds to augment its al-
most depleted finance, the Association had held
a fund raising drive in February 1984 in one
of the most prestigious theatres in Bombay —
the Birla Matushree Sabhagraha. The auditorium
of 1000 capacity was fully packed.

WHAT IS INDIAN CULTURE ?

Many foreigners enquire about the influ-
ence of Indian cuilure on the Indian Jews. |
think the best answer would be to relate it in
form of a true story.

In 1968 my wife, my niece and | had visit-
ed lIsrael. We happened to visit a Bene-Israel
family (I forget the full name but | still remem-
ber the surname was Charikar). Charikar was
known to me but not intimately and neither |
nor my wife or my sister-in-law, who accom-
panied us, had met his wife. Charikar had gone

out in search of a job. He and his family had
emigrated to Israel very recently. Though
our visit was a surprise to Mrs. Charikar, since
we had arrived at her place without prior inti-
mation we were welcomed and offered a cup of
tea. When we wanted to take leave of her to
proceed to our destination (we were on sight-
seeing programme then) Mrs. Charikar, who was
about 25 years of age then said that accord-
ing to the Indian tradition the hosts must share
his food with the guests if they happen to visit
during lunch or supper time. We very much

O Divine Master, grant that | may not so much seek to be consoled, as to console;
To be understood, as to understand; To be loved as to love.
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appreciated this fine gesture, particularly when
we had not met each other earlier and were
total strangers, and agreed to sit for lunch. We
were five of us — three from India, my sister-
in-law of Israel and her daughter.

When my niece (of Israel) went into the
kitchen to fetch a glass of water for me, she
observed that the four children were also having

their food inside the
difference.

kitchen, but with a

Rice served to them was plain end dry,
without curry and there was not a single piece
of fish in their plates.

E. M. JACOB

Guests at the 185th Anniversary Celebrations
ABRAHAM SAMSON MHEDEKAR

Abraham Samson Mhedekar was the Ghief
Guest at the 185th Anniversary celebration of
the ‘Gate of Mercy’ Synagogue held on Octo-
ber 25, 1981. Abraham (popularly known as Aby)
has a special attachment to the ‘Gate of Mercy’
Synagogue. His father, Samson Mhedekar came

all the way from Karachi (before partition of
India) to Bombay and got married in this Syna-
gogue. Aby is well-known for his charitable
disposition. There is hardly an institution which
he has not patronised.

Aby was born in Karachi but was compel-
led to leave his birth place when he was
hardly thirteen years of age. This was because
of the partition of India in 1947. When his pa-
rents and their children came to Bombay they
had to struggle for their livelihood. Being the
eldest child in the family Aby had to seek em-
ployment. He joined the B.E.S.T. workshop on a
daily wages of less than a rupee — to be exact
seventy-five paise only. He soon switched over
to business and now is well placed in life. He
achieved this status by sheer hard, dedicated
and sincere work. His achievements should
serve as a model tc youth — difficuilies and
obstacles in life should be taken as a challenge
and try to solve these, instead of leaving these
to fate.

He was the President of the ‘Magen Hasi-
dim’ Synagogue, is Patron of the Bene-Israel
Conference Education Fund and is associated
with several other institutions. He takes keen
interest in youth activities and provides them
with amenities to exhibit their talent in the field
of sports.

Two men look out through the same bars — one sees mud,
' and one sees stars. — (Frederick Langbridge)
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NISSIM SAMUEL PINGLE

Nissim Samuezl Pingle was the Guest of
Honour at the 185th Anniversary celebration of
the ‘Gate of Mercy’ Synagogue held on Octo-
ber 25, 1981 of which he is a member for many
years.

Nissim is a daring man — does not hesi-
tate taking risk in business. In his career he

has seen ups and downs. By sheer determi-
nation and cenfiderce in his ability he has
overcome the hurdles and to-day he is well
placed in life. He has been of assistance to
some members in the community by assisting
them in forming co-operative housing societies.

DR. SAMUEL SOLOMON (Vakrulkar)
B.Ag., M.Sc., Ph.D.,, M.S. (California)

In the year 1936, youths in the community
started drawing attention of their elders. They
organised annual sessions in which the delibe-

rations were conducted by the youths below
the age of thirty-five years. After deliberations
on important subjects affecting the ccmmunity
an entertainment programme followed. The
items of these programmes were contributed by
the youths of the community. In 1937, the won-
derful monologue. ‘1 AM NOT MAD’ enacted
by the well-known actor late David was the talk
of the town for days.

The youth mainly responsible for the cele=
brations of the Youth Day was Sam Solomon
Vakrulkar, who nurtured it for the first two years
as its Hon. Secretary.

Sam is the son of the late Solomon Moses
Vakrulkar, Solicitor. He had his education at
St. Mary’s High School, Bombay; St. Xavier’s-
College, Bombay; Agricultural College, Poona;
Royal Institute, New Delhi; College of Agricul-

An obstinate man does not hold opinions, but they hold him. — (Pope)
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ture, Davis, California; and University of Cali-
fornia, Berkeley, U.S.A. He is an awardee of
“Woodhouse Memoriai Prize.”

He joined the Agricultural College, Poona,
as Research Assistant and Assistant Professor
of Botany. His promotions were rapid. He was
Plant Physiologist at Dharwar, Dy. Director of
Agriculture, Poona — Superintending  Agrl.
Officer, Nasik and finally Principal of the Poona

Agricultural College & Parbhani. He retired in
1968.

He has visited the U.S.A., Israel, England &
European couniries and Australia. He was
Guest of Honour along with Dr. (Mrs.) Ruby
Solomon on the occasion of the 185th Anniver-
sary Celebrations of the “Gate of Mercy” Syna-
gogue on December 6, 1981.

DR. (MRS.) RUBY SAMUEL SOLOMON (Vakrulkar)
L.C.P.S,,L.M., (ROTUNDA)

Dr. Ruby Solomon has followed in the foot-
steps of her father, the late Dr. E. Moses —
the First and ihe Only Bene-lsrael Mayor of
Bombay. This is evident from her social acti-
vities mentioned as under :

She has con'inued the good work done by
Dr. E. Moses for the upkeep of cemeteries —
Trustee of the Haines Road, (now known as
Dr. E. Moses Road), and Grant Road Cemete-

ries, Trust, in whose aid a large amount of
donations were collected as a result of the
Fund Raising Drive organised by the Special
Fund Raising Commiittee in 1978 of which she
is the Chairperson. Like her mother, the late
Mrs. Abigael E. Moses, she assists the needy
youths for their higher education. She is the
Trustee and Chairperson of D. Gershone Memo-
rial Scholarship Fund since 1970.

She was President of the Bene-Istael Stree
Mandal for three years and looked after its
Baby-Clinic for the poor and needy children for
over two decadas. She was President of the
‘Women’s Branch of Orthodox Union, Bombay
for three years.

She was educated in High School for
Indian Girls, Pune (Huzur Paga), National Medi-
cal College, Bombay, Rotunda Hospital and
National Children’s Hospital, Dublin.

After working with Dr. E. H. Coyajee, Main
Street, Pune for thirteen years she started pri-
vate practice in Bombay in 1959, which prac-
tice she still continues.

She has visited England (twice), Eire, Scot-
land, European countries and Israel.

She was the Guest of Honour, along with
Dr. Samuel Solomon on the occasion of the
185th Anniversary Celebrations of the “Gate of
Mercy” Synagogue on December 6, 1981.

Enthusiasm is the genius of Sincerity —

(Bulwer Lytton)
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B. B. BENJAMIN (GADKAR), B.A.

Barukh Bension Benjamin Gadkar is an old
member of the “Gate of Mercy” Synagogue
and was the Chief Guest on the occasion of
the celebration of the 185th Anniversary of the
Synagogue, on December 13, 1981. He retired
as Under Secretary in the Ministry of Commerce
and Industry, Govt. of India, in 1959. He was
deputed with the Indian Delegation to the 49th
Session of the Economic and Social Council of
the United Nations, held at Geneva in 1949.

Benjamin takes keen interest in the affairs
of the community. He was the President of (1)
Jewish Welfare Association, New Delhi, (2) Sir
Elly Kadoorie High School, (3) Etz Haeem
Prayer Hall and (4) The United Synagogue of
India. He was also the Vice President of the
World Council cf Synagogues, New York. At
present he is the President of the Kurla Bene-
Israel Prayer Hall, and patron of (1) Sir Elly
Kadoorie High School, (2) Etz Haeem Prayer
Hall, (3) The Bene-lsrael Conference Education
Fund, (4) Tifereth Israel Synagogue and (5)
Jewish Welfare Asscciation, Poona.

While he was the President of the Jewish
Welfare Association, New Delhi, the Project for
building a Prayer Hall cum Community Centre
was realised. The foundation stone of “The
Judah Hyam Prayer Hall” on February 12th,
1956, was laid by him.

As the President of the United Synagogue
of India, he used to publish a Bulletin “Welim-
madthem Otham” (And ye shall Teach Them).
These bulletins contained valuable information
on the Jewish Religion and some important
events that occured in our community.

He has also travelled abroad—the U.S.A,,
England, France, Belgium and Switzerland. In
the U.S.A. he was invited to speak on the “Bene-
Israel history, their customs and traditions,” by
nearly 30 Synagogues. In other countries he
attended the Synagcgues to study the MINHAG
of their services. He visited Israel in 1960 and
1962. In 1960, he had an audience with the then
Sephardi Chief Rabbi Hacham Nissim to whom

he explained convincingly certain Bene-Israel
customs and manners which had been falsely
reported to him and which had gravely prejudi-
ced his mind, against the Bene-Israels. In 1962,
he addressed the World Council of Synagogues
Convention on the racial purity of Bene-Israels.

Since he has acquired vast knowledge on
the Jewish Law and Religion, he is often in-
vited to deliver sermons on the occasions of
the Anniversaries of quite a few Synagogues.

A major portion of the information pertain-
ing to the activities in the community during
the 19th century, appearing in this Book is on
account of the valuable records preserved by
him and which he was good enough to loan
to the Chairman of the Souvenir Committee.

A brief sketch of his biography has appear-
ed in the Encyclopaedia Judiaca, published in
Israel.

The reason why many people don’'t see things in the right perspective is that they are always
looking at an engle.
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R. S. DIVEKAR

R. S. Divekar, a descendent of Samuel
Ezekiel Divekar’s family, founder of the “Gate
of Mercy” Synagogue, came all the way from
Israel with his wife, to participate in the 185th
Anniversary Celebration.

He recited the Hashkaba for the soul of
the late Samuel Ezekiel Divekar on his 184th
death Anniversary at a Prayer Meeting held on
December 9, 1981.

JOURNALS AND JOURNALISTS

Chroriological order of Journals published in the Community
(As per information received)

1. "ORE EMETH” (In Marathi, Satya Prakash)

2. “TERUVAH”
3. “ISRAEL SHRAM”

4. “LAMP OF JUDAISM”

“THE BENE ISRAEL’
“DHARMADEEP”
“FRIEND OF ISRAEL”

Aaron Samson Ashtamkar 1877
David Reuben Korlekar 1881 to 1885

Benjamin Samson Ashtamkar 1879.

David Haeem Divekar, great-grandson of the
founder of the “Gate of Mercy” Synagogue.

Benjamin Samson Ashtamkar 1881 to 1885.
Samuel Solomon Mazgaonkar 1893 to 1896.

Abraham Solomon Pezarkar 1893 to 1900
1896 — 1900 (Editor, Publisher not known)

Abraham Reuben Bhinjekar was its Editor from
1894 for few months. Jacob Isaac Aptekar, who
was then a College student and Abraham Eze-
kiel carried on the work of printing and publish-
ing the magazine upto 1910. Isaac Abraham
Talegaokar restarted it in 1919 but gave it up
soon due to ill health. J. |. Aptekar revived it
and continued it till 1927.

When a person borrows money, it is not only against his principle to pay interest,
but also against his interest to pay the principle.
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8. "“THE ISRAELITE”

9. “THE BENE ISRAEL REVIEW”
10. “OCCASIONAL THOUGHTS”
11. “THE JEWISH MINISTER”

12. “KOLABA TRAVELS INVESTIGATION”

13. “MESSENGER”
14. “MACCABI”

14A. “MEBASSER”

15. “VELIMADATTHEM OTHAM”
(And Ye Shall teach them)

16. “RODEF SHALOM NEWS”
17. “INDO ISRAELL REVIEW”
18. “OH R”
19. “IMPACT”

20. “MIKHTAV SHELANO” (Our letter)
OUTSIDE THE COMMUNITY :

Bombay Sentinel, Indian National Herald,
The People, Sunday Advocate, Lok Satta.

(i) Nlustrated Weekly of India.
(i) Imprint.

(iii) Quest - Poetry of Irdia.

(iv) Freedom First.

Economic Times.

Free Lance.
Free Lance.

A leading Public Relations Consultant’
and Film Critic.

(i) Sarvodaya Sadhana (1960-1978).
(i) Sarvodaya Sevak (1978 onwards)
both in Marathi.

Barrister David Solomon Erulkar. 1917 to 1922
l.J.Samson 1922-25

Khan Bahadur Jacob B. Israel, (Vargharkar),
1926 '

J. N. Reuben (Nagaokar) 1918 to 1927.
Samuel Solomon Mazgaokar 1924 to 1930.
1936-37 (Editor and Publisher not known).

S. J. Kolabkar (in thirties).

(Bulletin of the Israelite School Maccabeans).

S. R. Bundarkar from 1947. Still in existence,
but now published quarterly.

Union of Orthodox Jewish Congregaticn
of India 1956-1958.

Bulletin of “UNITED SYNAGOGUE OF INDIA”
(1959-1962).

Published by Jewish Religious Union.
Bombay Zionist Association.

Jewish Welfare, Association, Delhi from 1983.
J. R. U. Youth Group — July, 1988.

Jewish Welfare Association, Pune—March, 1984.

1. L. A. Ezekiel (Talkar)

2. Prof. Nissim Ezekiel (Talkar)

Dr. Hannan Ezekiel (Talkar)

George Abraham Sion (Garapkar)
Mrs. Rachzsl A. Gadkar
Bunny Reuben (Nagavkar)

(o8 A R

7. Eli Raymond Gadkar

Disappointment is the nurse of wisdom — Kingsley
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Lok Swaraj (in Hindi).
Commercial Banking.
The Syntropic Thinker (1971-73).

Apsara and later Samaritan from 1970
for the Rotary Club of Chembur.

8. Daniel Moses Mazgaokar
9. A. H. Elias
10. Alec Elijah (Kamerlekar)

11. E. M. Jacob (Gadkar)

SAMUEL SOLOMON MAZGAONKAR

Samuel Solomon Mazgaonkar was also a
journalist who used to publish “LAMP OF
JUDAISM” during the later part of the 19th
Century. In the early part of the 20th Century
he used to publish “OCCASIONAL THOUGHTS.”

Mazgaonkar was a journalist of a different
type. Unlike other journalists he was a sharp

critic and also humourous in his writings. He
also acted as Kirtankar on two occasions, when
he was requested to perform this duty in the
absence of the actual persons who failed to
attend. Both the kirtans on “Samson” perform-
ed on September 29, 1918 and ‘“‘Judith” on
January 1, 1921 were well appreciated.

JACOB ISAAC APTEKAR

Jacob lIsaac Aptekar commenced taking
part in communal affairs at quite an early age.
In 1894 when Abraham Reuben Bhinjekar gave
up the editorship of the “FRIEND OF ISRAEL”
after publishing it for a few months, it was Apte-
kar, who was then a college student took up the
responsibilities of publishing it under the guid-
ance of Abraham Ezekiel. This publication cea-
sed in 1910. It was re-started by Issac Abraham
Talegaonkar in 1919, but soon gave it up
because of his illness. It was again Aptekar who
took up the responsibility of publishing it and
continued the publication till 1927. ‘FRIEND OF
ISRAEL’ not only contained articles in English
‘but also in Marathi.

Aptekar was one of those who took a lead-
ing part in deliberations of the Bene-lsrael
Conference, and he was the President at its
Eleventh Session in 1927 and was a Committee
member of the Bene-lsrael Conference Educa-

tion Fund from almost its inception until his
passing away. He worked for the education fund
as a Secretary in 1923, Vice-President in 1927
and 1949 and President in 1928, 1931 to 1935
and 1941 to 1948. Aptekar was also on the
Management of the “Israelite School” (now
known as “Sir Elly Kadoorie School”). He was
a member of the Tiphereth Israel Synagogue
and also its President. He was also attached to
the Jewish Co-operative Bank and worked for
its progress for a number of years.

When Dr. Miss Jhirad started the ‘“Reform-
ed Movement” and formed the Jewish Reli-
gious Union in 1925, Aptekar joined the Union
and was its active member for a number of
years.

He was one of the leading Lawyers in
Bombay.

To be a good communicator, you have to be a good listner
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This letter had appeared in August 1926 issue of the monthly Magazine, “THE BENE-ISRAEL
REVIEW.” Since a reference has been made to Simon Benjamin Vakrulkar, whose short re-
sume has appeared under the article “Two Bene-Israel Personalities” on page 61 of this
book, we have taken the liberty to reproduce it.

To,
The Editor,
“The Bene-lsrael Review”

Dear Sir,

It is a matter of great regret that in our
attempt to Anglicise ourselves, the genius of
producing Marathi literature has waned consi-
derably with the sad result that we have pro-
duced not a single Marathi author or poet of
note in the twentieth century, whilst | can count
some in the nineteenth, of whom we ought to
be proud of. Of a truth, they were a great
acquisition to the land of their birth. | remem-
ber the late David Haeem Divekar, a charming
writer of romance and an orator; the late Aaron
Samson Ashtamkar, a poet and sober writer of
ethics and Simon Benjamin Wakrulkar, known
in his time in the Bombay Presidency as Wal-
ker, a powerful Marathi prose writer, a great
critic, a reformer and an orator of first rank.
The last named gentleman is a specimen of
the old stock of writers and is still alive pass-
ing his days in obscurity.

There is an interesting incident connected
with him, which will not be out place to men-
tion here. | came across him accidentally in
Calcutta in the year 1907. It came to my know-
ledge that an old gentleman of the Bene-Israel
community was putting up at a certain place.
| became anxious to see him and accordingly
went to visit him. At the gate | was accosted
by his durwan as to who | was and what my
business was, at the same time, he handed me
a slip of paper to be filled in with my name,
business and the gentleman | desired to see.
| complied. The durwan returned in a few mi-
nutes with the remarks written in pencil : I do
not wish to see a Bene-Israel as | have severed
my connection with the community fifty years
ago.” (Vakrulkar was excommunicated for his
reformed views). | was not prepared for such
a rebuff. My curiosity was raised and | wanted
to sift the meaning of such a stern reply. |
wrote back: “l do not want to meet you or
greet you as a Bene-Israel, but as a man to
a man.” This had the desired effect and he re-
lented. | was ushered into the presence of a
venerable looking old gentleman, beaming with

intelligence. After an hour’s conversation refei-
ring chiefly to the community, he suddenly
asked : “How many Bene-Israels of your type
are there in the community?” Unhesitatingly.
| replied that there were many, highly educated
and better informed than myself. “Well,” he
exclaimed, “had | come across one of your
type, | would not have left the community.”
| laughed and told him that within the last fifty
years the World had changed greatly and the
Bene-Israel community had made rapid and
progressive strides. To this he bowed his head.
i then ventured to request him for the copies
of some of his works. These he was good
enough to give me.

These men were masters of Marathi lite-
rature. Their disappearance is a great loss to
us and their chairs are still vacant with all our
boast of education and progress.

That Marathi is our mother-tongue cannot
be gainsaid. Why should we be ashamed of
the language and neglect it? Rabindranath
Tagore, the greatest modern poet of Bengal,
first wrote his charming works in Bengali before
he took to writing English poems and deliver-
ing English addresses and gaining a world-
wide reputation.

Our resourceful co-religionists in Russia,
Austria and Germany have produced a new
language called Yiddish from Hebrew and Ger-
man of which they are perfect masters and a
vast literature has sprung up in that language.
To-day, there are in England and America Yid-
dish theatres in which Jewish actors and act-
resses excel. Why should we be ungrateful to
our lingua-mater which has stood us in such
good need for certuries? A scholar is univer-
sally respected for his learning and service to
the country, be he a Marathi, Gujarathi, or
Hindi, English, German, Russian or French. A
scholar is a scholar irrespective of language.
| appeal to you in all sincerity to cultivate the
language to the scholarly end. If you strive to
respect her, she will repay you a thousand fold.

Yours faithfully,
Tolstoi Cottage, . A. ISAAC
Balugaon, (Distt. Puri)
Dt.: 11-8-1926.

| like the noise of democracy — James Buchanan
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DAVID SOLOMON ERULKAR B,A, Bar-at-Law

David Solomon Erulkar was pertiaps the
first Bene-Israel 0 have passed the Barrister-at-
Law Examination. On his return to India, he
practised in the Bombay High Court. However,
he soon left this Legal Practice and joined the
Scindia Steam Navigation as a convenated
service man. After retirement from service he
settled down in United Kingdom. But he could
not lead a retired life. His services were requi-
sitioned by the International Labour Organisa-
tion. In 1948 while he was with I.L.O., he was
requested by Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru the
then Prime Minister ot India to take up an impor-
tant assignment and on his return to India he
was appointed ‘NAVIGATION ADVISER’' to the
Government of India. He left for U.K. for good
after serving India for a few years.

David, like his elder brother Dr. Abraham
Erulkar had love for his community. Immediately
after his return from U.K. after passing the
Barrister’'s Examination he straight-away plun-
- ged into community welfare activities. Knowing
that a journal plays an important role in the
matter of communication and information, he
started publishing “THE ISRAELITE”. This jour-
nal like “THE FRIEND OF ISRAEL” contained
articles both in English and Marathi contributed
by eminent persons from India as well as abroad.
The publication ceased when it was found that
there were hardly any contributions towards

Marathi articles.

He was one of the Founder Members of the
All India Israelite League, which used to hold an-
nual sessions from 1917 for a few years. At the
fifth session of the League held in Bombay in
1921 he moved an important resolution in the
matter of NAWGAON CEMETERY. During his
speech he informed the members about the
satisfactory result arrived at in the negotiation
with the Government Authorities and appealed
to the Members of the Community to support
the scheme wholeheartedly. He reminded the
delegates that the cemetery was an ancient
one and was of historic interest to the commu-
nity as it was the means of rebutting the charge
levelled at the community that it was of mixed
descent. He pointed out that the cemetery was
still in use and was being desecrated by car_ts
passing over a oortion of it and remirded the

community that if it did not look into the mat-
ter urgently all traces of the mounds in which
according to tradition their ship-wrecked an-
cestors had been buried would be lost.

During his short stay in Rangoon. capital
of Burma, (Burma was a part of India in those
days) an important incident occurred which
brought victory to the Bene-Israels. (A few
Bene-Israel families had left Bombay in 1896
and settled down in Rangoon on account of
the slump period in Bombay). On their arrival
in Rangoon the Bene-Israels were welcomed by
the Iragi Jews who had already settled down
there. They were allowed to enroll as members
of their Synagogue and also were ccunted in
the Minyan. However, just before the election
of the trustees of the Synagogue in 1935 the
names of the Bene-Israel members were re-
moved from the membership register and were
not allowed to exercise their franchise on the
grounds that they were not decendants of
pure Jews. The reason for coming to
this conclusion was that the Bene-Israels
did not observe the Jewish laws  of
Yiboon* and Halisa*. However, the real reason
for removing the names of Bene-Israel members
was different. When the party in power became
aware that the Bene-lsrael members might not
support their candidates for the Trusteeship,
their names were removed from the membership
in order to enable the ruling party to have the
majority at the time cf election. Barrister Erulkar
took up the cudgels on behalf of the Bene-Israels
and filed a suit in the High Court there. The
case was forcefully argued by Erulkar and suc-
ceeded in getting the verdict from the Court
in favour of the Bene-lsraels. It is interesting
to note what the Learned Judge said while
delivering his judgement. He said that it ap-
peared to him that the Bene-Israels were more
advanced in their out Icok than the Iragi Jews
as they did not continue to practice the old
laws, which though needed in good old days,
had become obsolete. This ruling created wide
interest in the Jewish world and it was believ-
ed that the matter of origin of the Bene-Israels
was settled once for all. However, subsequent
events upto the present time belie this belief.

To thine own seif be true — thou canst not then be false to any man. — Shakespeare.
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Barrister Erulkar was also a member of the
Managing Committee of the Israelite School
and had taken a leading role in the formation
of the Jewish Co-operative Bank. :

* Yiboon : The matiriage of a man to the widow
of his deceased brother who had died child-
less is known as Yiboon.

* Halisa : The procedure which follows the re-
fusal of surviving brother to marry his sister-
in-law -is known as Halisa, and when it is
carried out it has the effect of seiting the
widow free to- marry again according to her
own choice.

S. R. BUNDARKAR

The history of jcurnalism in the Bene-lsraei
community is not at all satisfactory. There were
not more than thirly journals, bulleiins and
periodicals published from 1877 so far. Not
one of them with the exception of “MACCABI”
and “FRIEND OF ISRAEL” completed a decade
of its existence, leave alone a quarter century.

The first Bene-Israel journal “SATYA
PRAKASH” published in 1877 was by the late
Aaron Samson Ashiamker. The late Kammodan
Muccadam David Haeem Divekar used to publish
a monthly magazine, “SHRAM”. Other journals
published were “FRIEND OF ISRAEL", “THE
ISRAELITE”, “KOLABA TRAVELS INVESTIGA-
TION” by the late S. J. Kolabkar, *‘VELIMA-
DATTHEM OTHAAM” published by Barukh Ben-

jamin Gadkar for the United Synagogue of
India. The late Miss Ruben used to publist
“NOPHET” in Marathi and the Bene-lsrael
Year & Annual Book in the twenties, “BENE-
ISRAEL REVIEW"” used to be published by
the late Joseph N. Reuben.

It is to the credit of S. R. Bundarkar that
he has been regularly publishing the journal
“MACCABI” for the last thirty-six years. From
1947 to about 1967 it was a monthly publica-
tion. Later it was switched over to quarterly.

Let us hope that Bundarkar will continue
to publish “MACCABI” atleast till it celebrates
its Golden Jubilee in 1997.

(“Gate of Mercy” Synagogue will celebrate
its Bi-centenary in May, 1996).

I. A. EZEKIEL (TALKAR)

. A. Ezekiel was a renowned journalist of
his time and had written several full-length
books. For over 20 years he was associated
with the well-known British Journalist in India
— the late B. G. Horniman and also Baba
Saheb Ambedkar. Being gifted with facile pen
he made a mark in varied spheres.

As a journalist he was Assistant Editor of
“Indian National Herald.” News Editor of “The

Bombay Sentinel.” Editor of “The People,”
“Sunday Advocate,” and ‘“Lok Satta.” He was
a fearless writer and during the freedcm strug-
gle he published some of the thundering front
page reports/articles with screaming headlines,
thus proving to the British that the pen was
mightier than the sword. He began hic career
as a Scout Master of the lIsraelite School, later
known as Sir Elly Kadoorie School and was
very popular with the Scouts. Under his guid-
ance the Israelite Scout troup No. 35 won seve-
ral nrizes in athletic meets that used to be
organized for the scouts in Bombay.

He was a powerful orator, both in English
and Marathi, and used to take very active part
in the politics of the “Gate of Mercy” Syna-
gogue.

When he died he was principal of the Sid-
dharth College of Mass Communication and
Training School for Entrance to Politics.

A husband is a person who is under the impression that he bosses the house,
when in reality, he only houses the boss.

138



MAURICE DAVID JAPHETH

Maurice Japheth was well-known in the
Jewish Community — and had done much for
its welfare. He endeared himself to Jews and
non-Jews alike. As a well known journalist, he
was Editor of “Eves Weekly”, “Mirror”, and
other leading publications. He authored several

books including “The Truth about Gandhi”,
“The House that Freedom Built”, “Jews of
India”, “What to cay and How to say it” — a

book on the art of public speaking, etc.

Among his various plus paints, he will best
be remembered as a great orator. His collo-
quial style and assertive voice, his grace and

platform artistry, his humour and witty ex-
amples won him instant attention and continued
interest. He was cften invited to give speeches
and raise toasts at functions by people of all
castes and classes. Though he was an Iragi Jew
he won the hearts of Bene-Israels and identified
himself with them (even at a time when lIraqgi
Jews did not consider Bene-lsraels as their
equals). He brought about greater unison and
understanding between the two Jewish communi-
ties. In fact he even married a Bene-Israel-Mary
Samson Killekar of Pune. Japheth edited “The
Jewish Advocate” a monthly journal published
by the Bombay Zionist Association. He also
founded the Indian Zionist Organisation and was
its President. He also published the popular
journal “Shalome” on behalf of 1ZO.

He was religious without being a fanatic
and usually delivered sermons at Rodef Shalom
Synagogue. So interesting were his sermons
that in spite of the dwindling attendence at
Synagogues, he attracted a crowd when his ser-
mons had been arnounced earlier. Some of his
best sermons have been published in his book
“Glimpses of God”.

He was selfless and charitable by nature
and the proceeds from his books were donated
to various organisations.

SHELLIM SAMUEL (PINGLE), M.A,LLB.,
ADVOCATE-SUPREME COURT OF IND!A

Shellim Samuel has published the following:

(i) A Treatise on the origin and early
history of the Bene-Israel of Maha-
rashtra State (1963).

(ii)) Civics for the general reader
(13th Ediiion).

(iii) Intermediete Economics.
(iv) Co-author of Principles of Economics.

of “Indo-lsrael
Bombay Zionist

He was founder-editor
Review” published by the
Association.

He was a lecturer in Economics and History
at Khalsa College (1945-46); Prof. of Economics
& Politics at Xavier’s College (1945-55).

Shellim Samuel is the President of Sir
Elly Kadoorie School, Chairman of the Jewish
Relief Association; Chairman of Local Com-
mittee of Waldemar Mordecai Haffkin Memo-
rial Committee and President of Akhil Bharat
Sahakari Prakasnan.

A man’s best Companion is his intellect; his worst enemy, his desire.
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DR. HANNAN EZEKIEL (TALKAR)

The well-known author, journalist and edu-
cationist, Dr. Hannan Ezekiel is the third son
of the late Prof. Moses Ezekiel, who was the
Professor of Biology in Wilson Coliege and
the late Mrs. Dianabai Ezekiel, educaticnist and
social worker.

Dr. Ezekiel obtained his doctorate in eco-
nomics from the University of Bombay. He was
a lecturer at St. Xaviers College, Bombay and
then at the Department of Economics, Bombay
University. From 1976 to 1979 he taught at the
York University in Toronto in Canada and also
worked there as an independent consultant.

He is the author of four books. His views
on the strategy for development that should
be followed for dealing with the country’s
poverty are expounded in the most recent book
entitled “Second India Studies — Overview”
published by MACMILLIANS in 1978.

As a journalist, he first worked as an
Assistant Editor for the Economic Times for
few years and then he went to the Research
Department, International Monetory Fund in
Washington, where he became Chief of the
Financial Studies Division. During this period
he was involved, among other things, in the
preparation of the scheme for issue of Special
Drawing Rights.

After his return from Canada in 1979,
where, as stated earlier he taught at the
University, he took up the editorship for the
“Economic Times” since May 1977, which is
published simultaneously from Bombay. Delhi,
and Calcutta.

Dr. Ezekiel’'s eldest son, Nissim H. Ezekiel
is a Senior Economist in U.S.A.

This miscrospic community did not lag behind
in any sphere as it contributed its mite during
independence struggle, social welfare, produc
ed Doctors, Engineers, Advocates, Solicitors,
Educationalists, etc.

EVERBODY, SOMEBODY, ANYBODY, NOBODY

There was an important job to be done and
Everybody was sure that Somebody would do
it, but Nobody did it. Somebody got angry
about this because it was Everybody’s job.
Everybody thought Anybody could do it, but
Nobody realised that Everybody would not do it.

It ended up, “Everybody blamed Somebody
when Nobody did what Anybody could have
done.”

To do our fellow men the most good in our power, we must lead where we can, follow
where we cannot and still go with them, watching always the favourable moment for helping
140 them to another step — Thomas Jefferson.



GEORGE ABRAHAM SION (GARAPKAR)

George was an enigma. The more he disclosed,
the less he revealed. This was partially due to
his own nature, and partially due to his train-
ing in journalism which he received in New
York, U.S.A.

On his return to India, he worked as a
Sales Executive, but soon became the Editor
of “Book Lover”, a micro-paper wherein George
reviewed books and wrote illuminating editorials
which were highly appreciated by the reading
public. He toured Raigad District in 1976 along
with his wife Sheba and wrote three manus-
cripts (i) “The Vanishing People”, (ii} “Speak
Shalcme Speak” and (iii) ‘“Prophecies That
Shock The World.” The scripts were sent to
U.S.A. presumably for publication, but unfor-
tunately it is not known to whom they were

sent.

On 22nd February 1980, George died sud-
denly, thus ending a life that would otherwise
have proved illustrious.

ELLI RAYMOND GADKAR

The Bene-lsraels in India though very very
small in number have taken to many profes-
sions and vocations and have pariicipated in
almost all walks of life. We have eminent Doc-
tors, Nurses, Lawyers, Architects, Engineers,
Teachers and Educationists, Agriculturists,
Craftsmen and even brave Jawans who have
served and are serving in Armed Forces etc.
We also had in our midst a few political
wokers, people who did social work among
the economically backward people ir India.

But how many of us know that we have among
us at present two social workers who are de-
voting their life to the upliftment of the under-
privileged, illiterates and poor people in India?
Out of the two, one is “Elli Gadkar” eldest
son of R. B. Raymond Gadkar of Bombay. He
is the first among Bene-Israels to have joined
the Bhocdan Movement started by Acharya
Vinoba Bhave, after completing ‘his B.Sc.
(Maths.) in 1954.

TEARS : The hydraulic force by which masculine will-power is defeated by

feminine water power.
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He participated in some pad-yatras led by
Acharya Vinobaji himself and also organised
some with ‘his fellow workers in Maharashtra
and ‘led one to Madras. His work in villages
took him' to Bihar and different parts of the
country. During these travels he and his fellow
workers propagated the Bhoodan Movement
which later on widened into Sarvodaya Move-
ment. In the year 1960 he started a Marathi
monthly with his fellow-worker and became the
Joint Editor of “Sarvodaya Sadhana.” Since
1978 he started his own monthly in Marathi
“Sarvodaya Sevak” (non-political) receiving

blessings from Acharya Vinoba Bhave along
with Mrs. Shobhana Ranade a devoted social
worker ot Kasturba Gandhi Trust.

As Elli started working under the guidance
of Acharya Vinobaji his work received admira-
tion from Acharya who gave him differentt as-
signments in person. Acharya Vinobaji always
questioned Elli with regard to regular progress
carried on in Israel and when late Mrs Golda
Meirs was the Prime Minister, Acharya once
expressed his desire to meet her at his Paw-
nar Ashram. ¥

DANIEL MOSES MAZGAONKAR
Secretary to J.P.

During the emergency in 1975 many were
put behind the bars. This everyone knows. But
did you know that a Bene-Israel was also jailed
for fourteen months? Daniel Mazgaonkar
was closely associated with the J.P.’s move-
ment in Bombay. He worked as a Secretary to
the late Shri Jayaprakash Narayan fcr some-
time. His imprisonment, therefore, was in this
connection. He is presently actively associated
with the J.P.’s total revolutionary activities call-
ed Chhatra Yuva Sangharsha Vahini (Students
& Youths Struggle Front). He is also engaged
in the organisational work to form people’s
committee on behalf of the National People’s
Committee which is an off-shoot of the post
emergency period started under the guidance of
J-P.

In the initial stages he worked for the
Sarvodaya movement initiated by Acharya
Vinoba Bhave and participated in pad-yatras to
acquaint the people about the significance of
land revolution.

As a member of Shanti Sena (Peace Bri-
gade) of Vinobaji, he played a useful and im-
portant role in bringing about peace and under-
standing between the communities during the

riots in Ahmedabad, Bhiwandi and alsc during
the textile workers strike in Bombay.

Daniel was sponsored by an U.S. based
organisation “Movement for a New Society” to
visit and study the peace movement and orga-
nisation from August 1979 to May 1980. Under
this scheme he visited some countries in Europe
and North America. Earlier in 1979 he visited
Israel for four and a half months to study farm
management and extension methods. During
his stay there, he saw and participated in the
activities of the Kibbutzim and Moshavim.

Sincerity and truth are the basis of every virtue. — Confucius.
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EDWIN R. ROHEKAR

Edwin R. Rohekar is a Novelist (Marathi)
and has to his credit so far three novels viz.
Tiche Natay, Hindoli and Sigretchee Rakhadi.

Besides being a novelist he is also a poet
and has read out several of his poems on Bom-
bay Doordarshan. He has quite a few skits to
his credit, which were broadcast on the All
India Radio. His story ‘Prawas’ was awarded
the first prize in a state level competition
sponsored by the monthly magazine ‘Raaz.”
This story has been published in various ma-
gazines.

While appreciating the recognition bestow-
ed on him by the “Gate of Mercy” Synagogue

he said “What more can an author hope for
than recognition from one's own community?”

DAVID MOSES BENJAMIN ROHEKAR

ROHEKAR Hebrew-Marathi & Hebrew-Eng-
lish Calendar is prepared by DAVID MOSES
BENJAMIN ROHEKAR and is published since
the Jewish year 5714 (1953-54). This is a uni-
que Calendar similar to which perhaps is not
published anywhere in the world Jewry. The
Calendar gives not only Hebrew dzies with
their corresponding English dates hut also indi-
cates days auspicious for performing certain
religious ceremonies, portions to be read from
Parasha and Haftara on Shabbbath, Festival &
Fast and also portion from Nebieem, Kethub-
bim & Mishnayoth. This Calendar also gives
short note and a descriptive (illustrative) pic:

ture suitable to the Festival or Fast in the par-
ticular month. Gems from the Bible and use-
ful information from Shulhan Arukh and Pirke
Aboth are also given. This Calendar has res-
ponse from England, Australia and Singapore
etc. and of course from Israel.

David belongs to the well known Rohekar
family. His father the late Moses Benjamin
Rohekar imparted best education to his children
and therefore all of them are weii versed in
Hebrew and Jewish religion. David rendered
honarary service to the “Gate of Mercy” Syna-
gogue for some years and has been carrying
on the work of Hon. Minister for prayers from
the year 1975.

David published a booklet in Marathi.
It contained important daily prayers and
rituals for all Jewish ceremonies and a
separate booklet containing only sengs for
Sabbath and ceremonies. In the second edition
both these were combined together with addi-
tions in 3rd, 4th, and 5th edition and the sixth
which is the latest in circulation. He has also
transliterated into Marathi (1) Tehilim (Psalms)
with their use (ii) 2nd edition of Simhath Torah
songs and Hakkafoth with addition of songs of
Joseph and Prophet Moses etc. A booklet in
Hebrew containing Simhath Torah Songs and
Hakkafoth prepared by him is also published.

Keep your words soft and swift; you may never know when you may have to eat them.
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MRS. RACHEL GADKAR M.A., B.Ed.

Rignt from the beginning of her career
she was interested in children and therefore all
the twenty-five books written and pub'ished by
her so far are for children on “CHILD PSYCHO-
LOGY.” Out of these, five have been awarded
prizes. She has contributed several articles and
stories to various Magazines in India as well
as in Israel. As a contributor to “All India
Radio & Doordarshan” (T.V.) she hac written
stories and enacted plays based on cur Bible,
for instance her skit on Chanukah on T.V. was
very well received. Since she writes in Marathi,
she is able to give publicity to our Religion in
other communities in India.

SHE IS THE SECOND LADY KIRTANKAR
AMONGST THE BENE-ISRAELS. Her flowery
language, her sweet voice and the technique
she uses to draw the attention of the listeners
is marvellous. That is why most of the members
of the congregation assembled for participating
in the anniversary of a Synagogue, flock to her.
The present generation which is deprived of
the knowledge of Jewish Religion for reasons
which are obvious, should be encouraged to
listen to her.

She is a teacher in Sir Elly Kadoorie
School.

She is now appearing for her Doctorate,
the subject being the ‘‘Contribution of Bene-
israels of India to Marathi Literature.”

It is indeed creditable that without any en-
couragement from the community and in spite
of having to look after so many things — home,
work and education she finds time to write
books.

‘STATUS AND ACTIVITIES OF BENE-ISRAELS
IN OLD BOMBAY
By Mrs. Rachel A. Gadkar

Introduction :

History of the Bene-Israels pegins about
2,000 years ago when they were shinwrecked
on the coastal-strip of Konkan near Nowgaon
after the destruction of the Holy Temple. They
settled down there and set up oil-pressing
business.

They observed Jewish tenets and laws and
shut down their establishments on Saturday
(Sabbath) and spent the day in rest and pra-
yers. Hence they were called ‘Shanwar Telis’
(Saturday Oilmen). As they prospered they took

dairy farming, cattle rearing, agriculture as well
as carpentary and were proficient in their
trades. '

In course of time they forgot Hebrew Lan-
guage and religious teachings but. still adher-
ed to a few customs and rituals and kept up
their separate identity. One of the reasons for
this is that perhaps in the absence of persecu-
tion, there was no desire and urge to have
contact with their brethren in foreign countries.
They spread over the coastel strip of the Kon-
kar, their names took the form of th2 local
people and added the surnames atter the
names of the villages of occupations.

A book should serve as the axe for the frozen sea within us. — Frank Kafka
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Religious Tolerence :

During their long sojourn in these places,
they were not affected by the turmoil, uphea-
vals and ravages perpetrated by various dynas-
ties ruling these territories but lived in peace
practising their religion. They did not demand
any special rights or privileges or status but
abided by the laws of the places thay lived in
and eschewed religious conversioris. Hence
few people knew about this community or their
religion.

Change in Profession :

Bene-Israels started joining army of Angres,
(Navy People), Peshwas (Prime Ministers in
Maratha Kingdom), who were Chitpawan Brah-
mins, originally supposed to be Jews) and later
the British and by valour rose to high ranks
and positions in respective spheres. For this
some of them got Watans (Gift of land) and
Khots (Chief of Security Guards) and titles like
Naik (Leader). Wadhawkar was made a ‘Kille-
dar’ of Sagargad and their surname was chan-
ged to Gadkar. Malekar was' given the title of
‘Kotwali’ by the Peshwas. They were known
as Kotwal Malekar. Ashtamkar was made a
revenue collector and they became ‘Khots’.

Samuel Charikar (Samaji Abaji) was given
a ‘Watan’ and was awarded the title of ‘Naik’
by Angre. His descendents added this to their
surname.

Bombay under British :

When British got the island of Bombay as
dowry from Portugal in 1661 it was a group
of Islands inhabited by fisher-folk (Kolis).

The British began the development of
these Islands due to its advantageous geogra-
phical position. People from neighbouring
places flocked here and it turned into a trading
centre, military centre, commercial and indus-
trial centre as well as educational and cultural
centre.

Missioneries were spreading education in
towns. English and Hebrew languages were
taught in these schools. Bene-Israels took ad-
vantage of these facilities, which created new

opportunities and thus began the migration of
Bene-Israels from Konkan to Bombay.

The First Bene-lsrael Family to settle down in
Bombay:

Awaskar family was the first to come to
Bombay in 1746. Later Hasaji Divekar of Korlai-
Borlai followed. Samaji Hasaji Divekar settled
down in Bombay in 1792. The early settlements
of Bene-lsrael in Bombay was at Khadak in
Masjid Bunder. Many built their own houses.
Later they spread to Dongri, Mazgaon, Byculla,
Jacob Circle, Parel, Dadar and Bandra. There
was also a large settlement of retired persons:
in Thane.

As education took deep roots in the com-
munity and their contacts with Cochini and
Bagadadi and foreign Jews increased it invok-
ed in them a desire for religious studies and
later to have their own place for worship which
fruictified in 1796 when Samaji Hasaji (Samuel
Ezekiel Divekar) built the first Bene-israel Syna-
gegue in India at Mandwi.. .

At first Bene-Israel Youths came to join
the British Army as soldiers, carpenters etc.
Bene-Israel carpenters were in demand. As the
building activities gathered momentum.  their
scope widened. They made their mark in various
spheres. In the army, Samaji Hasaji rose to the
rank of a Commandant — the nighest rank
allotted to an Indian.

After studying the statistics for the previous
years, in 1904/5, the education authorities in
Bombay came to the conclusion that since
arithematic was a difficult subject for the girls,
it should be made easier for them by changing
the syllabus.

Their notion about the poor opinicn of the
girls was exploded in the year 1905 when a
girl student not only topped the list at the
Matriculation Examination but also secured cent
percent marks in Mathematics and’ i< almost
all the subjects including Hebrew, to which
subject she switched over from Sanskrit when
she was. promoted to Matriculation Standard.
That fine ladv was none other than the Late
Miss R. Reuben.

Who is the brevest hero? He who turns his enemy into a friend — Abot d’R. Nathan, 23.
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DRAMATISTS, CINE ARTISTS & MEN CONNECTED WITH FILM INDUSTRY

1. David Haeem Divekar*®

2. Joseph David Penkar*

3. Benjamin Aaron Benjamin Varulkar
4. David Abraham (Cheulkar)*

5. Judah Solomon (Kurulkar)

6. Bunny Reuben (Nagavkar)

7. DAVID Gershon (Umerdekar)

8. Solomon Moses Vakrulkar*

9. Benny Nathan Satamkar

10. Selim Elijah Benjamin Gadkar

11. P. Isaac

12. REUBEN MOSES & RAYMOND

13. Ruby Mayers (Sulochana) *

* Resumes of these persons appear elsewhere

WELL-KNOWN STAGE ACTOR (19th Century)

SCRIPT WRITER OF THE FIRST INDIAN TALKIE
FILM “ALAM ARA™.

of “Arya Subodh Natak Mandli” — Character
Actor.

BEST SUPPORTING ACTOR — Award in “BOOT
POLISH.”

Producer : ‘JORUKA GULAM’
FILM CRITIC

LEADING PUBLIC RELATION CONSULTANT
FILM CRITIC, FILM JOURNALIST

HELPED FOUND THE BOMBAY FILM LABORA-
TORY.

FOUNDER DIRECTOR, BOMBAY FILM LABORA-
TORIES PVT. LTD., (1941); CHAIRMAN FROM
1941 TILL HE PASSED AWAY IN 1972.

MUSICIAN in FILM LINE.
FILM CRITIC
CAMERAMAN
TECHNICIANS

She epitomized the golden age of the
silent period.

in this book separately.

While Moses was grazirng the sheep of his father-in-law in the wilderness, a young kid ran

away. Moses followed it until it reached a ravine, where it found a well to drink from. When

Moses reached it, he said, “lI did not know that you ran away because you were thirsty. Now

you are weary, | will carry you back.” So he carried the kid back. Then God said, “Because

thou hast shown pity in leading back one of a flock belonging ta a man, thou shalt lead My

flock, ISRAEL.” — Shemot, Rabbath, 2:2.

It is easy to acquire an enemy, but difficult to acquire a friend. — Yalkit Snimeoni.
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BENJAMIN AARON

In this picture Benjamin Aaron Benjamin
Varulkar of Aryasubodh Natak (Theatrical)
Company is seen as “Hamlet” in 1910. He was
well known as a dramatist and character actor.
The distinct feature of his staging plays was
adoption of selective Shakespearean plays into
Urdu and Marathi. He even staged plays in
Gujarathi.

It is said that the well known stage actor
who later became a doyen of Film Industry.
Sohrab Modi worked with Benjamin in the early
years of his stage career. Benjamin used to
stage dramas in several places as in Maha-
rashtra (Then Bombay Presidency), particuiarly
in Bombay and Pune.

He was born in Pune in 1885 and died in
Burma in 1937.

BENJAMIN VARULKAR

BUNNY REUBEN, (B.A. (Hons.),

LITERATURE

Bunny Reuben is an acclaimed author. His
short stories have been published in American
Literary Magazines. His books include a volume
of short stories, a novel, a biography of the
Fabulous Kapoors of the cinema world and a
book on the making of ‘“Shalimar,” India’s
Hollywood Co-production. Eldest son of late
Joseph N. Reuben and late Mrs. Hannah Reu-
ben. Bunny Reuben is best known as a promi=
nent film critic, film journalist and a leading
public relations consultant in the Indian film
industry, with which he has been actively asso-
ciated for more than a quarter century. He has
also made two valuable study tours of Holly-
wood.

Great is the man who ignores his own dignity and is not angered at affronts — Niidrash Gadol
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RUBY MEYERS  (Sulochana)

The passing away of Ruby Meyers in May
1983 brings back to the minds of the Bene-
'Israels old memories in more than one sense —
‘(1) She epitomized the gclden age of the Silent
IFilms, (2) The Bene-Israels who till about fifty

years age were not counted for constituting a
“MINYAN” by the lIragi Jews, helped to form
the “MINYAN” at the time of her burial. There
were not more than thiee or four lIragi Jews
at the cemetery to perform the last rites. Inci-
dentally not a single person from the film in-
dustry was present. Sirce at least ten adull
Jews form “MINYAN,” a word was sent to the
authorities of the “TIPHERETH ISRAEL SYNA-
GOGUE” whose members always oblige for
such types of religious rites and about ten
members of the Synagogue immediately rushed
to form the “MINYAN.”

Ruby Meyers adopted the name Sulochana
after she had acted in a few films. It is said,
it was probably Director R. S. Chowdhary who
gave her the new name. “SULOCHANA” means
one with beautiful eyes. She was like a queen
— regal and aristocratic voluptuous figure. But
she was never arrogant or temperamental. She
was warm and mixed freely with all, unlike the
film stars of to-day.

In those good old days she was one of the
super stars and became a craze, so much so
that the Police Commissioner had to arrange
for a Police Constable to keep her fans away.

Executives

AARON HANOCK ELIAS, B.Com. (Bombay), C.A.l.l.B.

One of the few among the Bene-Israels
who occupied a very high position in Govern-
ment services and perhaps the only one in
Banking profession is A. H. Elias. He retired
from the State Bank of India as Chief General
Manager and was mainly responsible for the
integration of the subsidiary banks and initia-
tion of various development activities of the
State Bank.

After retirement he was Adviser to the
Central Bank of India for one and-a-half-years,
-official Director on Boards of 7 subsidiary banks
-of the State Bank for about 5 years, Govern-
'ment — nominated Director of the Central Bank
-of India for 4 years after nationalization. He
twas also appointed as Principal of the State

Bank Staff College for 4 years where he was
in charge of integrated training programmes of

Do not overlook the opinions of those who keep siient.



the Bank at the Staff College and its training
institutions all over India. He has specialised
as a Consultant to Banks and Industries in the
following fields:

Management and behavioural sciences, in-
dustrial  relations, training technologies and
course designs, personnel management, organi-
zation development and re-organization of
banks.

He has conducted a programme on ‘“Pro-
ject implementation, monetary and evaluation
— irrigation” for the executive/superintending
engineers of the Government of Andhra Pra-
desh and sponsored by the training division, de-
partment of personnel and administrative re-
forms, Government of India (Ministry of Home
Aflairs).

At present he is consultant to commercial
banks and industries on matters connected with
costing, finance, organizational development
and managerial aspects, and man-power deve-
lopment.

He is an author and has to his credit a
commercial pamphlet on “Rural Banking.” He
is also co-editor of the compendium volume
entitled ‘“Commercial Banking,” published by
the Indian Institute of Bankers, Bombay.

He has also contributed several articles on
technical and non-technical subjects.

Elias is the son-in-law of the late Joseph
David Penkar, the famous Dramatist and Kir-
tankar.

Dr. (Mrs.) JOYCE SANKARAN
(nee Joyce Bhastekar)

Joyce is the First Indian Lady to be ap-
pointed as Collector of Thane, about thirtyfive
Kilometres from Bombay. She is also the First
Jewish Lady to hold such an important office.

Born and brought up in Bombay, she suc-
gessfully passed her M.A. with English and

American Literature from Bombay University
and entered the Indian Administrative Service
(I. A. S.) in 1972. Ever since she has been in-
volved in the formulation and implementation
of development policies in the rural districts in
Maharashtra.

Not satisfied with her academic achieve-
ments, she proceeded te U.S.A. in 1979 for
higher studies and did her Ph.D. in Public
Policy at the University of Hawaii/East West
Centre Honolulu, Hawaii, U.S.

Prior to her promotion as Collector of
Thane, she held the post of Deputy Secretary
in the Social Welfare, Cultural Affairs, Sports &
Tourism Department.

Her husband, Dr. D. K. Sankaran is alsc
in the Indian Administrative Service and did
his Ph.D. in U.S.A. along with Joyce.

“] desire to so conduct the affairs of this administration that if, at the end, when | come to
lay down the reins of power, | have lost every other friend on earth, | shall have at least
one friend left and that friend shall be down inside me.” — Abraham Lincoln. 149



EZRA BENJAMIN KOLET

The Bene-Israels of Delhi is a small but
well-knit community in which Kolet plays an
important role. As the President of JEWISH
WELFARE ASSOCIATION, Delhi (formed in
1949) he was mainly responsible for the con-
struction of “annexe’ to the “Judah Hyam Prayer
Cum Community Centre (built in 1956) which
was dedicated on December 26, 1979. It houses
the Centre for Jewish and Inter-Faith studies
with well stocked library, which seeks to pro-
ject Indian Jewry to the world. The Centre has
so far published (i) “Jews of India” by B. J.
Israel in 1982; (ii) List of Synagogues and Pra-
yer Halls in India, Burma and Pakistan 1983.

Kolet was Additional Secretary and Chief
Controller of Shipping & Transport. He used
his good offices with Central Government Mini-
sters and Officials to abolish the practice of
issuing separate passports for visiting Israel. He
also arranged meetings between Cabinet Mini-
sters/Prime Minister and World Jewish leaders.

Kolet is also Secrefary of Delhi Symphony
Orchestra and member of O.R.T. Bombay.

Kolet represented the Jewish community
at the World Religions in New Delhi. He also
gave an impressive speech when he was invit-
ed to talk on Judaism at a meeting of Ram-
krishna Mission in both India and Israel. On
27th of May every year he joins representatives
of all other faiths in offering prayers at Shanti
Vana. For over three decades he has repre-
sented the Jewish Community at annual Reli-
gious meetings of All Faiths organised by the
Jewaharlal Nehru Memorial Fund.

Miss ESTHER SAMUEL TALKAR, (B.A. (Hons.), Diploma in French.

Esther is the First Lady to be appointed
to the post of Special Officer (Protocol), Govern-
ment of Maharashtra.

Needless to mention that she is holding a
Class | Post of Under Secretary. She is a keen
and devoted social worker in and outside the
community. She is also a keen sportswoman
and has represented the Government of Maha-
rashtra in various sports at the All India Civil
Services Tournaments and has won laurels for
the Government in the game of Badminton.

If anyone is keen to meet her then he
should visit her place early in the morning when
he will find her on the Badminton Court.

Knowledge comes, but wisdom lingers. — Tennyson.
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J. M. Benjamin is an accomplished Archi-
tect and was the Chief Architect in the Mini-
stry of Works & Housing, Government of India,
New Delhi, frem 1972 till the time of his retire-
ment in 1978. On account of his expert know-
ledge and experience he was appointed as

JOSHUA MOSES BENJAMIN (BHONKAR)

Secretary to Delhi Urban Art Commission im-
mediately after his retirement for two years.
Since 1980, Benjamin is a Consulting Architect
to several Institutions in India and abroad.

Benjamin has to his credit quite a few im-
portant buildings that he had designed and exe-
cuted. A few of the important ones are, the
Parliament House Annexure, New Delhi, Indian
Institute of Foreign Trade, New Delhi and the
India House in Paris. Benjamin is also respon-
sible for the tasteful design prepared by him
for the Judah Hyam Hall in New Delhi. He had
also designed the Health Home known as
“Beth Havra” at Matheran, which was built by
the Israelite School Maccabeans and for which
a handsome donation was received from the
Late Ezra Reuben and Miss R. Reuben.

He is Vice-President of the Jewish Welfare
Association, New Delhi.

Mrs. LILY EZEKIEL

Mrs. Ezekiel, nee Lily Samson, youngest
daughter of the late |. J. Samson, has left a
mark in the office of the Director General of
the Shipping Corporation of India. She was
mainly responsible for drafting THE [INDIAN
SHIPPING ACT of 1960. She was also in charge
of the Directorate of the Shipping Corporation
when its branch was opened in Cochin. She
retired as ‘Freight Investigating Officer.”

Her eldest son, Samson is one of the most
highly qualified Sea Captains in India to-day.
The Australian Government recognised his ser-
vices and presented him with a gift when he
saved his ship from sinking at great personal
risk. When the hull of his ship had developed
a crack due to the typhoon, he personally went

down into the hold of the ship and carried-
out the welding work, at a great risk of not
only his life (he would have been the first
victim though) but at the risk of the lives of
his crew also. He had to do this risky job be-
cause the persons concerned refused to comply
with his orders for which of course they were
punished.

Her youngest son Gabriel is one of the well-
known Chefs in Bombay.

He was a Professor in the Catering College
at Bombay and at Somani Technological Insti-
tute at Bombay.

He has worked in several 5-Star Hotels.

“When | look back on the process of history, when | survey the genesis of America | see
written over every page: That the nations are renewed from the bottom, not from the top.”

—Woodrow Wilson.

To thine own self be true; thou canst not then be false tc any man — Shakespeare.
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DR. (Mrs.) NANCY EZEKIEL, M.A.,, M.Ed., Ed.S. (U.S.A)

> % o

Nancy is the Principal of “Chembur Com-
prehensive College of Education.” She is a
member of Senate, University of Bombay and
has written a number of articles and papers on-
education research etc.

She is the youngest daughter of the late
Moses Samuel Penkar who took the initiative
in bringing about compromise in the dispuies
between the two parties irr 1926-27 of the “Gate
of Mercy” Synagogue. Had it not been for this
compromise, lot of money would have beem
wasted in litigation.

PROF. NATHAN M. ASTON, M.A.

Nathan was one of the 17 college students
selected by the Government to represent Maha-
rashtra in West Bengal on a National Integra-
tion Programme.

Immediately after graduating from the Now-
rosjee Wadia College, Pune, in 1969 with Eng-
lish as his Special Subject, he was invited tc
join the same College as a tutor in English. He
obtained (i) his Master’'s Degree from the Uni-

versity of Pune in 1971 with entire English; and .

(ii) Diploma in teaching of English from the
Central Institute of English and Foreign Langu-
ages, Hyderabad. At present he is a professor
of English in his Alma Mater. He is now work-
ing for his Ph.D. in Stylistics.

He is also a Commissioned Naval Officer
(Sub-Lieutenant), Joint Editor of the N. W.
College magazines and Staff Incharge of the
Wadia Enlightenment Scheme of the College.
He is on the N.C.C. Advisory Committee for
1982-1985.

Besides, he is the Member of the Institute
of Creative Development and the Institute o
Parapsychology, both of Pune.

Nathan does not confine his activities to
the University Campus only. He is one of the
founder member of the Jewish Welfare Associa-
tion, Pune, of which he was the Secretary for
a number of years, a Trustee of the Succath
Shelomo Synagogue and Hon. Representative
of the Jewish Agency, in Bombay.

WHAT YOU CAN CONTROL

You can’t control the length of your life,
but you can control the expression.
You can’t control the facial appearance,
but you can control the expression.

Suspect each moment, for it is a thief, tip-toeing away with more than it brings.- - John Updike
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PROF. JOE EZEKIEL (TALKAR), IMP (Retd.)

Joe served in the Royal Indian Navy for
fifteen years in several senior appointments.

He also served in Senior Executive posi-
tions in Rourkela, Durgapur, Calcutta, Ranchi,
Dusseldorffe (West Germany) and London and

participated in several top management confe-
rences. He was a visiting professor at National
University, San Diego, California. After retiring
as “Deputy Director” at the Steel Authority of
India Limited, he was Senior Consultant and
Head of Training Division of Messrs. Besant
Raj Consultants (Private) Limited, Madras till
30th June, 1982.

On July 1, 1982 he was appointed as a
Director of Studies, Studies Division, Indian
Association of Materials Management, Madras.
This is a post of National Importance.

Joe is the eldest son of the late Professor
Moses Ezekiel and the late Mrs. Dianabai Eze-
kiel, educationist and Social Worker.

ELIAS HANNOCK HYAMES (Shapurkar)
A.C.l1. (London), AF.lLIl. (Bombay,

Dy. Manager, National

Elias Hannock Hyames joined the Oriental
Fire & General Insurance Company Limited and
later promoted as Deputy Manager of the
National Insurance Company Limited.

He qualified for Associateship Examinations
of the Chartered Insurance Institute, London
and of the Federation of the Insurance Insti-
tutes, Bombay. He also attended the Manage-
ment Training Programmes at Administrative
Staff College, Hyderabad and the Oriental Staff
Training College at Faridabad. Lectured in
Company Training Programmes and College of
Insurance.

Insurance Co. Ltd.

SHOFAR

A ram’s horn is chosen as a Shofar because Abraham glorified the name of the Almighty
by blowing the horn of the ram that Angel showed him and asked him to sacrifice instead
of Isaac. Four notes are sounded upon it: (1) Tekiah, (2) Shebarim, (3) Teruvah and (4)

Teruah Gedolah.

TEKIA : was sounded to alert the people when in danger and to rouse the army. It also
announced the arrival of Shabath, New Moon, Jubilee Celebrations and such other momentous

occasions. SHEBARIM : denotes wails of the oppressed and the sign of the

depressing.
(Continued on page 154)

Express an opinion, but send advice by freight -— Charles Clerk Munn.
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ESTHER V. DUBEY M.A. (ILLINOIS) U.S.A.

Mrs. Esther V. Dubey has about 35 years
of experience in the field of Clinical/School/
Academic Psychology of which over 15 years
have been in the U.S.A. At present Esther is
the Director of the Institute for Exceptional
Children, Bombay, a nron-profit organisation
which she has been instrumental in founding.

She is also associated as Honorary Psycho-
logist with the Grant Medical College and Sir
J. J. Group of Hospitals, and the Family Plan-
ning Association of India. She is also a member
of a number of Indian and International Pro-
fessional Organisations.

She has to her credit the following publi-
cations :— “Intensive Treatment of the Institu-
tionalized  Ambulatory  Geriatric Patients,”
“Geriatrics,” (U.S.A.) June 1968, “A Controlled
Clinical Trial of Isoniazid in the Treatment of

Depressive Syndrome” by Joshi V. G., Haridas
R. M. Dubey E. V., and Nagesh R. P., Journal
of the J. J. Group of Hospitals and Grant Medi-
cal College, October 1979.

NISSIM ELIJAH BENJAMIN (Gadkar)

Nissim is perhaps the only member of the
Indian Jewish Community to have taken to
“Finger Printing” as his vocation, whose roots
can be taken back to Biblical times.

He was instrumental in the detection of a
number of cases and is the recipient of many
awards. At present he is the Co-ordinator to
the Training and Research Cell of the Finger
Print Bureau, Maharashtra, which is his brain
child.

(Continued from page 153)

TERUAH : used to be the clarion call for battle. To-day, it is a message to battie with evil.
TERUAH GEDOLA : is the symbol of human liberation and peace.

According to Rabbi Saadyah the Gaon (882-942 CE) the blowing of the Shofar is con-
nected with the following ten objects : (1) Creation of the world, (2) A warning to all to return
from evil ways, (3) Receiving the Law at the foot of Mount Sinai, (4) The words and warnings
of Prophets, (5) The destruction of the Temple, (6) Binding of Isaac, (7) Fear of the Lord, (8)
The Day of Judgement, (9) The gathering of all Israel together; (10) The Resurection of the

Dead.

The total number of notes bloom is 101 — 30 before Musaf, 30 during silent Amidah, 30
during repetion and 10 after Musaf and the last Terukh Gedola.

A habit cannot be tossed out of the widow; it must be coaxed down the stairs
a step at a time — Mark Twain.
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JOSEPH MOSES ROHEKAR & SOLOMON DAVID KORLEKAR

Joseph Moses Rohekar (right) and Solomon
David Korlekar (left) are seen being honoured
at the 185th Anniversary Celebrations of “GATE
OF MERCY” Synagogue on 6-12-81 for their
valuable co-operation in conducting prayers on
High and other Holidays in the Synagogue for
over three decades. Dr. (Mrs.) Ruby Sclomon,
is seen congratulating Rchekar.

Both Rohekar and Korlekar are very ortho-
dox Jews. While Rohekar’s doors were always
open to young and cld who wanted to study
Hebrew and Jewish religion, Korlekar has been
doing his best to see that the poor also enjoy
all the festivals in their own homes. Rohekar
emigrated to Israel in May 1984 along with his
family.

SHALOM ABRAHAM CHEULKAR

S.A. Cheulkar is seen greeting the late Dr. Zakir Hussein, President of India in 1968

He was one of the founder members of the ted the prayers till he left for Israel in 1978.
“Parel Bene-lsrael Prayer Hall” and conduc- The Prayer Hall had no membership but

When a man points a finger at someone else, he doesn’t realise that three of his fingers are
pointing al himself.
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donors who used to donate for the mainten-
ance of the said Prayer Hall. Before leaving
for lIsrael he donated substantial amount to
some of the Institutions including the Bene-
Israel Conference Education Fund.

He was a teacher in Sir Jacob Sasson
High School just like his predecessors Yoseph
Master and Shetu Master. Shalom Abraham
Cheulkar, rose to the highest post of Principal-
ship before retirement from service.

He represented the Parel Bene-Israel Prayer
Hall on the Central Jewish Board of India and
was its Secretary for a few years. As a senio’
member of the Board he had an interview with
the Pope when the latter visited India in 1963.

In 1968 Cheulkar was appointed ‘“‘Court
Receiver” by the Bombay City Civil Court as
a result of the suit filed by the Provisional Mana-
ging Committee against the Trustees of th&
“Shaare Rason” Synagogue. Not only Cheulkar

succeeded in securing the resignation of the
four trustees appointed by Moses Abraham
Doodkar but also brought the parties together.:
He suceeded in gaining the confidence of the
two parties to such an extent that he was au-
thorised to nominate tive new trustees which
he did and the Jamat at its meeting held on
31st March, 1968 unanimously approved the
nomination. In appreciation of his services the
Jamat of the Synagogue unanimously decided
to give Mishberakha to him for life on Ereb
Kippur.

Cheulkar was one of the delegates who
participated in the Mahatma Gandhi’s Cente-
nary Celebrations held in 1968. :

Cheulkar was a staunch Nationalist and
was opposed to Bene-Israels emigrating to Israel
for a number of years. Strangely enough
Chedulkar had himself to emigrate to Israel,
perhaps much against his wish.

EPHRAIM GERSHON MOSES MALEKAR
B.A.,LL.B., Advocate

(By: Ezekiel Moses Jacob Gadkar)

| am indeed thankful to E. G. Moses for
writing the “FORE-WORD,” “PROLOGUE” and
the “EPILOGUE".

These three important write-ups were receiv-
ed in early 1982 without my approaching him.

When | asked him how he could write the
“FORE-WORD” without knowing the contents of
the Book (originally it was to be in the form of
a Souvenir, leave alone perusing the articles,
his reply was that he had seen a copy of the
Appeal for donations in which mention was made
about the contents of the book and therefore he
could guess that it would be an important docu-
ment.

| hope the Book will live upto his and others
expectations.

| know Ephraim for over fifty years. When
1 was Chairman of the lIsraelite School Macca-

beans, he was the Editor of its publication,
“THE MESSENGER.” At that time also, | still
remember he vclunteered to be the Editor, and
wrote very fine articles, specially on Chanukah
Festivals, which celebrations used to be orga-
nised on a large scale from 1928 to 1941.

There is nothing better than a good tongue; nothing worse than an evil tongue.
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Ephraim is the son of the late Gershon
IMoses Malekar and grandson of the late Subhe-
dar Major Sardar Bahadur Moshe Bapuji Male-
‘kar, who meticulously maintained the accounts
of the “Gate of Mercy” Synagogue from 1888

to 1892 while he was its Hon. Treasurer. The late
Gershon Moses followed in the foot-steps of his
father in the proper maintenance of the accounts
and subsequently was elected as a Trustee of
the Synagogue Estate Trust.

R. B. RAYMOND GADKAR

R. B. Raymond Gadkar will be rememberea
for three important contributions to the Sir Elly
‘Kadoorie School................

‘his Alma Mater:-

i. For the construction of additional six
class rooms when he was the Manag-
ing Trustee of the School trust ;

ii. For equipping the Children’s Library
organised by the Israelite School Mac-
cabeans, an Ex-Students’ Association
of the School; and

iii. For furnishing the School Hall with
furniture purchased out of the donations

received during Chanukah week, which

week the lIsraeiite School Maccabeans
used to celebraie for eight days in the

As a scout master he not only worked for
the Jewish Students but for others too.

He retired as a Sub-Inspector of police
from the Police Commissioner’s Department

premises. Bombay.

DON'T QUIT

When things go wrong as they sometimes will,
When the road you’re trudging seems all up hill,
When the funds are low and the debts are high,
And you want to smile, but you have to sigh,
When care is pressing you down a bit,

Rest if you must, but don’t you quit,

Life is queer with its twists and turns,

As everyone of us sometimes learns,

And many a failure turns about

When he might have won had he stuck it out;
Don’t give up though the pace seems slow —
You may succeed with another blow.

Success is failure turned inside out —

The Silver tint of the clouds of doubt;

And you never can tell just how close you are,
It may be near when it seems so far,

So stick to the fight when you are hardest hit —

It’s when things seem worst that you must not quit.
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ELIJAH JACOB AWASKAR

Eljah Jacob Awaskar, popularly known as
‘ELI MASTER’, who was serving as a teacher and
scout master in Sir Elly Kadoorie School — his
Alma Mater — for nearly twenty years was des-
tined to be buried in the First Cemetery of the
Bene-Israels at Nowgav.

During the summer vacation he had gone
for a change of climate to his native place THAL.

Reminisceing his good old days he clim-
bed up a tree which he had climbed hundreds
of times earlier. But this proved to be his last
climb. He fell down and died on June 1, 1950
at an early age of 44. He was buried in the
Nowgav Cemetery. »

SAUL SAMUEL PENKAR , -

Like his father, the late Mr. Samuel Pen-
kar, Saul devoted a considerable part of his
life for the welfare of the ‘“Magen Hassidim”
Synagogue, of which he was the Secretary and
later President for quite a few years. In his
youth Saul used to assist the Management
of the Synagogue in sending appeals for dona-
tions, circulars, etc. io members and donors. He
also conducted Hebrew reading classes in the
Synagogue premises for a couple of years.

He was a member of the Bombay Zionist
Association for a numbzr of years and worked
for it either as Secretary or Treasurer from
1973. He was Hon. Treasurer of the Association
when he passed away on December 23, 1981. He
was also a member of the Central Jewish Board
of India and represented the “Magen Hassidim”
Synagogue, on the Manaaement of Sir Elly Ka-
doorie School in sixties.

Since he did not believe in administering
sugar-coated pill, the bitter pills left a bitter

taste in the mouths of those to whom it was
administered.

However, even his critics will agree that he
loved “Magen Hassidim” from the bottom of
his heart.

Goodness is the only investment that never fails. — Thoreau
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REUBEN BENJAMIN SHIRKOLKAR, B.A.

The man who looks after the maintenance
of the Health Home at Matheran.

R. B. Shirkolkar, known among his
friends as Reuben is the only person who is
looking after the maintenance of “BETH-HAVRA”
Health Home at Matheran (a Hill Station about
80 miles from Bombay), built by the lsraelite
School Maccabeans, an ex-students’ Association
of the Israelite High School, now known as Sir
Elly Kadoorie School.

Almost everyone knows the good work
being done by Reuben for the “Tiphereth Israel”
Synagogue of which he was President from
1980 to 1982, The Bene-lsrael Conference Educa-
tion Fund, of which he is the Secretary & Trea-
surer from 1980 and the Bombay Zionist Asso-
ciation, of which he is the Vice President from
1982. But very few know the good work done
by him for our only School while he was a stu-
dent of the same school and later as secretary
of the Israelite School Maccabeans. Maccabeans
in those good old days used to organize Cha-
nukah Festival for complete eight days. On
each day there used to be different programmes
— sports, elocution, singing and drawing com-
petitions, variety entertainment programmes etc.
On Fridays, Sabbath was welcomed. Every child
was given a gift. After the Chanukah lamp was
lighted; the message of the festival was read
out by a student of the school. The messages
which were different for each day were com-
posed by the late Miss R. Reuben. The dona-
tions received out of the biddings for lighting
the Chanukah Lamps, were utilised for equipping
the school hall with chairs, tables, stage and
ceiling fans.

Reuben is well-known outside the commu-
nity also. Most of them call him ‘Mama’ (maternal
uncle). He was also popular with his staff mem-
bers while he was Ward Officer, Bombay Muni-
cipal Corporation. At the ‘Send off’ party ar-
ranged in his honour on the eve of his retirement,
a very large number of officers and men working
under him were present; it was an eloquent tri-
bute to his popularity.

Reuben is an able person. He rose to the
post of Ward Officer by sheet dint of hard work.
If he had retired one year later perhaps he
would have been promoted to the post of Deputy
Municipal Commissioner of the Bombay Municipal
Corporation and would have had the distinction
of being the First Bene-Israel to occupy: this
responsible office.

He is genial by nature, does not get exci-
ted and ponders and deliberates while solving
a problem. It is for this reason that many per-
sons even elders go to him to seek his advise
to solve knotty problems, because they know
that he possesses an unbiased mind.

Man enters the world with closed hands, as if to say: “The world is mine.” He leaves it with

open hands, as if to say : Behold, | take nothing with me. — Kohelet Rabbah, 5: 24.
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DANIEL ELIJAH BENJAMIN (GADKAR)

Daniel Elijah Benjamin (Gadkar) from Pune
is an active communal and social worker and
founder member of the Pune unit of the Indian
Zionist Organisation of Bombay. He is also active
as a journalist and contributes to several pub-
lications. He has been associated for a Jong
time with the Succath Shelomo Synagogue, Pune
and was a Secretary and Treasurer of the Syna-
gogue. He is at present a member of the Mana-
ging Committee and takes keen interest in its
affairs.

Daniel is one of the twin sons of ELijah
Benjamin Gadkar of Pune (the venerable figure
of Poona Jewry, who has himself served as
President, Secretary and Treasurer of the Succath
Shelmo Synagogue, Daniel is employed in the:
National Chemical Laboratory, Pune.

Daniel Elijah Gadkar is one among the.
very few persons in the community who has a
hobby of collecting rare photographs of ancient
Indian Jews, Indian Jewish Synagogues, Prayer
Halls, Cemeteries, Libraries, important Institutions
etc. To-date he has acquired over one thousand
such types of rare photographs.

Daniel was a source of encouragement and.
assistance to the compiler of this Book. He
loaned photographs of the Synagogues — six
of the Synagogue in Karachi, two of Pune and
one of Ahmedabad. While the photos of the
Synagogues in Ahmedabad and Pune would have
been possible to procure, it was next to impos-
sible to get the photographs of “Magen Shalom”
Synagogue, Karachi.

He also loaned the photograph of Subhe-
dar Bahadur Solomon E. Penkar.

AARON ASHER KURULKAR

Aaron Asher Kurulkar (with a book in his
hand) was associated with the management of
the ‘Gate of Mercy’ Synagogue for nearly four
decades. He was on the management of the
Synagogue from 1947 to 1982. He is also &
Trustee and Hon. Treasurer of the Synagogue
Estate Trust since 1947.

Besides he is also a Trustee and Hon.
Treasurer of the Bene-lsrael Home for Destitutes
and Orphans from 1967, Managing Committee
Member of the Bene-lsrael Conference Educa-
tion Fund and quite a few other Associations
in the community. He has rendered very valuable
service for the welfare of the Synagogue, par-
ticularly for making arrangement during High
Holidays.

Aaron Asher Kurulkar
is seen receiving a certificate
from the Chief Guest, Barukh Benjamin
Gadkar on 13-12-1981.

Success is how collect your minutes — Norman Lear.
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FTATET T TEATH 7 T ATSAT FTATHT FogT TesiIe
TEUA AT Fol STATE A ST

T WIEAT ATSOATqE] fRaT AT q@eArqdl §9Ser &t

FLATT ?

g : afg wfaxr=araet smaear srfta=T Figk fegar a0
FEUA ATAT FT. &Y A9 THEARAT o A AT
AqT ITHEAT AETAT AT FHaq. @r faefi=fy sream
A qfAE A AEAT AT gAr gafEa.



¥ : wfewty qa5 F17 qufaan ?

9 : & war afa wfaxrsar = g fraery o, soe
g3 afgear afq #fazr=ar ArnHEaR wrEa @
SGTAT. T AT FAT AT STAT TFTL A7 STHT AATAT.

¥ : zEAeEr fermidt smaar g% fFar faow s
0T AT F1T 7

3: . 3% frar faos oaw g1 fig F@ede &
e faeft 2. eares care A gEFTE e A
T ZEEAURAT 4T Zrar.

¥ : FGET @0 AR ATE FA 7

T A WA @I smvgrfavaE  Frmaae &
Fsy ATR.

T : FAHSAAGA FATTSAT FIFATE TEGAT AT Hae-
g & g

T : FTHS HHAT AT AIEAT TATTUNGT T99. -
AT AT Hores AT A9Z @ea s g1 o7 aara
Fea ATEY, ¥ Afheaa<er g1 avaaTe F i A1ET.

g : wfqex Frew fFar gt argmd, TEAUE auta F6a
e T 7

I : ATEY. 339, THA TR ATGATL, Jeay, 7ifaw, 3a-
Fq, AT AAAT THHT TAT TASATGHT F 100 ALTAT
ST P FeA HLAT ATAT THIAFT A2 A1E.

T : TEAUS ATETL ST-357 FI0 GqT ATg 517 7

3 : ATEY. TOST WS WF TEAT ST FESAT A @A
faefy TEATUET FIAAT T TLr=AT J&T faeg qGgT
ar wre frzgaroT arzy. $eETa ATATHTE FEEs,
‘qray g, A faze”. aEew fog g &,
a8 fadlt straear guta A AEL.

Y AERE THAT WEGH, AR SRR N9 4ROy 7 feia,
A AT ARUT 9aE qO=AT WESAr RAa, EAE a6 % UEs 293& e

e TR
% 3AACST, TRHAAT |19 39, Q19 A TI2127 3
AT &7 ATY. T LY, . <.

qYTE FEUST ACEISTT L. AT FOWSAT SATTTH ST
wd sfagra afAareta a2, oraed, sauTeE FiE
T qF TG, AT fqadt S woad ofzs § Fe
A%, AR AR T (Afaa DEw)
Fia fAax 3T T AT FAEATST IiT gAAT HS ITHIL
AT §. WG AGAT TH@A HoAr TAAH TAR
EEENH T Frearadr fmd 7 zax @iy g
Frafae gid. & A ITFTL A13q7 a4 faad St
FAACSHTE TAT T FATITH AFETEATH g TG TG A1
FY, T A T T 7Y, IO ATHE T ATAT BT
BT TS & g1 TAAATHY AT Jogf BT FTAATL TG
FIT T2 ST AN IIF FAUCSHAET ATTAT AATT
AHHSATT FeAAT AT T, THUTSET GAT FLA
T ATY, T TaB &IHA ATIVITaeE T F@r®@, Har
HATTCAT AT ATHIS ZIHT ATTAL AIS HFE AT FZIA
oY ATE Gefasr qifes wET T T Rl S T
faadr s ail savTeta a9 A= FTHE Srfae!
gEA UFRaT T A%, T2l aX SHUSTT ATFT O a99
are | qur “aeiea ardr o & g ? Yoz s
FEAfg VTSI AT F2AT, Jegi A8 @afaorrFfat

freert o aww afrw wefad), @ e &,
THUCHAT qS ARIH AT Fi=9413, q qow
qCAE A qEe TEa waT an ! anf
T FX T FAEUAUTHT  FEA HHS@ i
AT S @wr! Far e Tdq BFer der
ardh, | | =¥ Fam T, a% AT FT@AT TEUSTET
TeAY S BT TASAT ATAT UAAATSHTTT GATH RETT F&d
dregATET A ETeT | | Faerawercar | ! | gierw
HNAT=AT ZES AT THLTTT 3T P =0T orrafindi-
T HIETT TG T 03, TIAIIA FTET ATH ATAG 89
FHT FTAT (=TT, SGUTT FIGT ATH ATIN IHSIT Fo
aTfores, g1 @F g sant Saie AT A, ATaEd
FAUCSTT 39 19 GU, T GAAFAHT 39 AT ar a9
ST ATGF 1T S AN 9ed. FEUA EAEQ Aa
LY AT, AT ATAGIAF AT ST e 1, ‘B Z@UTHT
qRATETAL |1 39, q19 ATH GIgred 9 A1 219 AT,

& AT T ATIOER H18 SUFTL 1. eATaee sfaant
HTTOT T A GG JATH d°F GadTE aal 3 qeaasl a9
AR AT ARSI GANIET g oEdl. g o
AT FHET T AATART GIT—T AT S (T CaT ZAT o=



TTGA ST ATCHETE SATIAATAT QT ATIVT ST STFaAT H1 HA7

ETITT AT, TATETOT, ST TUITH LT ATTOT ATTHT AT, »

1% 9 T8 FEd ATST Thal FTaal 9 AeTE Foas
A ATST AEMIS TR 3T, STSTHTI AT SATTEAT HATA
TEATAATET | FIGT THaT F1 F14 ! ATIET FATEHO-
FHIAT ATTOT TG STA T2 TET ATEE FHical a0
ATALELT ATTT ATTEAT HATGA T4, ATST T AZHTCRGT
FAO ATA(E ATENG HICAT %1 H19 7 & T AT, ATTEA
ez qETEATH § &1, AL AT A5 oty srrafie 3 $9-
FreTfE i 42 s For F1AH 397 Flewar T -
afg g wier faor A€ ¢ g FurHAdET 99 Sew
AT TEF ST TF THTOT THH g1

THUTS g THEE [asse 316 ga. 3a1m A
ate AT |14 fewt g @ ot Fwmiate aea @@
qrg. @ & &, T AEE WA A SIS
AT FIHT ATTSAT AT FTST foveqr aramar @ aq
SATE HITALN T THIAN FE&T SIFE. FZUA IHACST-
FEA AgHIA STAF ST A1 AR, A4 ATAHET &I
AT STATHT AT &1 qfararreia qifrqesr =i
TEHAL T TATAT FATITHT A SIHLT 434 299, g4l-
faefi zaveta sq@aT qendm @F TEed A W,
“If they are righteous | will hasten the
moment of their redemption; if they are
not righteous it shall take place in its
own time”. WMEA:—“SX TqqUS SiF ATt
AT AF qX ATAT YAl I 29 wadd
STUiTes, TO7 ST ATTAFRTO F AT q¥ AIHT GEHT Seaf
grés.” et AfwATE=r AB—qANIT—FAHT T 7 J0 §
THUTHAT ATALIL AIZIT AT, FUF THATHIHIT
S STALT ZTAATH o Agd | Atad o JifaF af T 9as arfg.

UL FATE GO ST A1 ETTATTHT AT S ST
TATHL HTAT T TEIAT AT FST TTES T T ALV AT
qF fawarg rawr IamaT Sfaar arfgs. T aar A &
TAINS AW ATea AT 3dTH FHITE QIS ATEY, Tqa
Fdg e, dTad AgHIA ATAT EEAFIY T Oig
FTHET JUT oA AfgaT. 24t fawh 7=1 afFamEngT,
qHT FIIqT, TAUACHEAT T AT IfAGTEGT AqH
SRIET ATIONE AT TG0 a7 TO7 TIGGOTLT 4T THT
ufaerfas Mredtar frde day o2 dr d s arioreTd
fagaT Gl —

gk  dAw admm sfear  gafwren arfaar
Tiaidts ST wE e (UMEIE @97 AT UE
TATE T R Igq. |7 HET
wgeer TS A g e dew d
o7 fasraars, grdat. & TRy Wi amifE T a=ea
AN 9gT AT AT Aoz (A gar. AT-
TATO GfTAqTET, TEAT q TAT AT ATATE T TAT A
S ¥t @ |, I feafrde dee A, sa
B HEAG(H ATTST §2T FO@ a8 ARF debt AT
Fzaca woEea fAafgigafs 99 @ig fAgd T9a.
TG foea® weara T AT faaw QT F&T AMATT
A WIS GeTER 9, 9¥g 3FEAN 9T UFH UF &L
(Count), 5t feedftgntaarh g, ar€ a=aEx a8Te
TS AHEATHTLN AT ASATT T FOMATLALSAT GaT-
HITE ASAT FIX TLITUHST TSI 19, T07 T8 greft
TIT AT I ATCATHTTET AT SIET el {qerenret &
AT FIITA AA(GEAT AATT BT B ATHIT AT T
aedadt @iwFeT & wEEe fraa § g 97, g o@ea,
q aTstfg AT IS ATEET § IH ATFATET HS STHTT
B, & SATIeAT SHUAT ST AR TAFES ST qAH
aeqaTs fa qifsa.” S araary e fqaEre A
TEIGT AR TS g UFA T TR 99T I
HIST F1, “TT TAACS FAA AL FATAT FAFET TAT
AU i | 7 g1 IR HIAAT et Ay | ! Ay,
AT ATAT AZTH AT FAFTH AT AT, TATHT ST T AT T-
qrefl ATSTH T A TATST UHT FAS=TE AT FLOMT
AR dredars el dang ww A Sver T FEi-
yar  fqAgrE ¥ oon wwrmEnt 4% 7 vy
“qrEIT ARd, Y9I W 9w e} aw
BT AR, WAT  ATEASAAEA  qT W
g3 AR AGATHIET ;ST AR, ZrE G
WA AlEw TR TR 7T, “Fefy weat dureh
TN AR T TAT AT QI HY HIETH F€ WHT ATEY ¥R
qrée ared | wE|r AR S fefrorsd o
FEAT FANHSA q& F&A 9. 1 FH a1 37 goor
qETA e, ¥ wg TR {qagE AT asF agear-
qIeEl AT G T T@M FgUTS, ‘AT F1T FUF ¢ E9a%
qTe, @1 #ET FE@.” 9% AFT T TR GO FET
q =3 fea T, catsaT qed Seat ofes #Y, gwarad
EATEIT FE1T AT | T8l Aot ez wIL arse ares,
T FRFOAT OF wely fGF wEraE wifeer widl. dear-



FIET AIAT QHA AIAT ATATATET Tt fqqeEre 2
ATETFTE FIAATE THS T ATAT AT T AT &1 ddr
ST, TEALTATSAT AT THTUHT A T=0T @ror=a7 fas=r-
AE GIEFA UF qOO ATHS BHWTA T4, BRI FiaT
e 7 fages 97 4% | ar smarad ey oy
Al ST ATST. JHTE N FA A% aTweT | e
audl ATTAT TEATIT ATOLET ATAT AT(UATSAT F2TA
ATET SO FHION ATIEAT G IFST ¥ AT ?
g fa=rwd fqAgrE ¥ odAERA gxad
sre | 92 IE=IT §EoMM AT A qEe
ST AER FLOATH IT9 ST FeH (AT AT AT FLOATT
AT q AT AWEAT STATFIGT @ 0T S=F@TiAT
ATSAT TTSATGT TeaA | TG T v v9a fFmety Qg
TAS-TIFAMETH  SfAAraT 77 ene !
g A AT WA wE faverEr a dqe
g TAS—SAFARE TAATAT FFRATSAT ATAFT ALSS
az o Aeed we ! ! ! ad e 3SeAr waw-
TqHEEd OF w0 At fwdr wew a9y ! § aga
faagre T =T AT AT &1 qraac! | @i
oy w1 &% g || i faaere € e S
HYZ "TAF, i AT 8T ISHad IX& UAST TFT AT
faaroet | gEid qTEx TEEATATIE! Z1%A ATHTATHS &1T
FET A AT ¥, T THEAU, TA AT GRA T
qqre ATy | AT AIETE §H 398 ad TR AT

V! g, 879, §& 99, 7 a3 9F Fqq g
gore | ! ! @t OdiE 3 o_E geaars feenrae Swa
HIGA ST Fed Al S FRATL A r@faeT T 737wT
T AEETH T ST TR T,

ZTET AR AT A TATHT 1A a2 FLATAOTY ATES ?
FFTH] ISATAL TGS T FIATT FTEH AT TAST AT
AT STV AT ; T Fi@t TT g, Tatar 7
T, SFaefar gmifaa 70T F98, TAT TOAT, THT
fawréa, wear, FTAT AT, Wed, T, TS AT gf & Tgurat
AT EHA ST T FEATHTBH( ATATT ATETEATAT Tz
2 EIMET AATEATE FEUTY,  qiF AT SRETe
FI0r @ ATE  FY AT UFG. TSA  EEE
aT ¥% ¥ we w@r (Count) I
Iq AR A§ gHSarE fOAETER HISAr gRTOA
g oim d@fEe. A ATATAT @& TFOTS
‘FEATATET. W13 FUAT FRUA W g AIOl
AT, T F F1T 7 JEAT AUQ G HAT FASEE, THARTE
T A arE e | q oFTAN <Ha qrer A & 07
faqgra Taume ‘g, IR 9Ted, $9ENA HOT g
Fo o1e. FTe A (AFTT TG gl 7 AT /i 2T ATl
HqIE" A" A ATH ATHSIHAGA q9 gHFT AT

(S

fraas ¥, @ THT g3 TETT TS AT ATty A

7 ff AT Arofif AT, FTE § AEAT AU FeATATL
Y AT S STFATE AT G 9T A0 Y Hisf
ST AT Figt AT geoier geft. AT Je=T {IE0AT-
Fiat #t AT TYT A9 12 ST AT A € BT
T HTAT ATFS IqST AT, al GHAST $1 |1 A9 &1a
ATR. ATV AT ATCATAT HY FEN FTAHAT AT AT
ATFSTA AT AEANT GO T AT Y 93 a1
AF T2 T FZT TEA SIFST | ATHS ATSAT T T
gISA AT qrasarg g9 qraeT | g9 9vg S1eara] A1ES
ST AT FH qIET ATH T Jegi= TG Freomifaasy 9
FHA HHITAST, TATEATA LA Qe Ae2T FE] T T~
& §I T A1 oT0q FEA o srard ga=a7 feasi ==-
FATEQ=AT ATV JH AST AITSAT, SATTEA HIFAT AHUA
q ST FWET AT AST HOT T ATH HY TS E=ar
TATENT S5 AT, T AT FALTTCred) 3772 o Srrat ASTHUAS,
TEUA HOT AT ATeat | F AT qeErers wiew GFH g9
frgrad ATIST T IASHT T TAT AT GFATSAT ATHHT
w&q fawdr fIwE 1 ¥RES AvE ag rEee.
YT AT, & A1 AT AT AT S90 AT
Hreart qront # fowEia e SfaEt smEw. anga wEr
ATOM ATEAT ATST=AT FOTT TS AAfOATGT < ATHI-
=qT AT | @9 Fo Areq. arEr o gt o gaEr
ATeq. A T FIT FAAL 99G LRI AT oA
FZE), TLHEAUHSA &1 A9 JFAT gTal Teo! Tea, af dy
FUI 99 ! AT ATANT A fawary 7 srArfrwaon
ZATAT HETST FZUA 4. 41 ATTeAT ITAFHIET 97 &, T
greT SET wiw. @iEr 9 (The Countess) fewr #r
At I LT ST Jal. A7 ATCATET AT ATAEATH
FITH FT ATIET T FLET T AT Ty &Y SHAGT
waFa faagm=Tr 93 434 g9 AT 9 gIMIr
M T AT ETCEF UFA A1 et seam wier
ATHE ATHT T JATH ATATT ATAA g 129 8L T

ZATGE TTeaT UAGTH § Felifg AT FHTTAT A=
giTes ARG, SO ARAT HATUSEIINT 919 a3
AT AT HS gATET T  AATEAT Fgfas. IIg A
HTTEAT FATHT FIH TS ITAN FT. TH FLAAT F0F
TOH THUUS Al fHar aRgwiar g gam=T A=
FIAT T T TTHIT FAH @ JGA d 1AGH F&
FIS ST WET AEHET UFHT HigeaTid ST
%7 A9 AT AETE TEVATH T ATE AEeAr. v
Aigeea AT Tagre Ty ¥ 939 ar qgter
7 § 77 & s=nfa Faw aEw.

g qIHTE, THTE FUTHT ST ATH=AT A1 FOTST S6T
7 fqa QT a1 gqed, TWIE 9 qOuET<l TEEd
HATFET FASEUTHG 4 TAL BF=AT TS faaior
2T el STIAT FEA wiOor Hafaat. (Y
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From (L. to R.) Shellim Samuel Talkar, Jimy M. Jacob Killekar and Samuel Simon Penkar.

These three musketeers are often found
together. They were elected on the management
of the “Gate of Mercy” Synagogue in January
1983 and were also elected trustees of the Syna-
gogue Estate Trust in the same year. They are
mainly responsible for taking the initiative in
carrying out major repairs to the Synagoue build-
ing during 1984. They are also responsible for

arranging ‘minian’ for the “Shaharit” prayers
on Mondays and Thursdays, which the Synago-
gue did not enjoy for quite a few years pre-
viously. Till the appointment of ‘Asaras’ from
December 1983, they, alongwith some Committee
members used to attend prayers in order to
form a ‘minian’.

SAMSON J. SAMSON (KILLEKAR)

Samson J. Samson popularly known in
Israel as “SHIMSHON SHIMSHON” is the back-
bone of the Federation of Indian Jews (in Israel).
He has worked as its Hon. Secretary from its
inception for a number of years. He was one of
those who played an important role in removing
the stigma on the Bene-Israel youths who wished
to marry other Jews. In the letter dated February
23, 1982 addressed to Shimshon, Rabbi Moshe
Solomon, Director General of the Chief Rabbi-
nate of Israel, writes “There is no need for
additional investigation and clarification beyond
those already applied in cases of others”.

Shimshon with his wife immigrated to Israel
in fifties. He is held in high esteem by all in
and outside Israel and even in Government
circles (in lIsrael).

He would have been a member of the Knes-
set long ago had he agreed to contest elections.

He visited India on at least three occasions.
While on his second visit in 1975, he looked
after the work of Jewish Agency (Bombay) for
a few days. His last visit to India alongwith
Morris Joseph (Bhonkar), in 1978, was in con-
nection with the investigation of the Jews of
Manipur. Unfortunately, these two gentlemen
were not permitted to proceed to Manipur by
the Government.

Shimshon has been given a responsible
assignment in the Jewish National & University
Library, Israel’s largest Library, both in size
and the scope of its activities. (There are over
2000 libraries in Israel, containing nearly 20
million books. About 12 million books are pub-
lished, representing over 3000 titles every year
Israel ranks second in the world for the number
of titles published in proportion to the population.)

He who steals men’s confidence is chief among thieves.
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SAMSON SAMUEL ABRAHAM (WASKAR), B.Com., S.E.M.

The Government of Maharashtra recognised
the services rendered by Sam S. Abraham by
appointing him as a “Special Executive Magis-
trate” in 1980. Ever since then he has been
taking active part in the affairs of the Bombay

Association of Special Executive Magistrate,
of which he is one of the Executive Members.
One of the main problem facing India is the
“population explosion”. The Executive Commitee
made a right choice when it assigned the import-
ant work of organising seminars on Health and
Family Planning to Sam. He has already organised
three seminars so far which were well attended

He has represented the Indian Jewry at
Seminars/Meetings held in Israel and Hongkong.
He is a Trustee of the Jewish Religious Union
Building Trust, Jewish Cemeteries Trust, Secre-
tary/Treasurer of the Karen Hayesod — United
Jewish Appeal, India and a member of the Spe-
cial Committee for Divorces & Conversions of
the “Magen Hassidim” Synagogue.

At present Sam is serving in M/s. Hindustan
Lever Limited as ‘Branch Transport Manager’.

SAMSON (SUNNY)

Sunny is a social worker, Civil Defence
Officer, Divisional Superintendent of St. John’s
Ambulance Brigade, New Cosmopolitan Division
No.2, and a Trustee of “Shaare Rason” Synago-
gue. For his services to the Citizen of Greater
Bombay he was appointed as a Special Execu-
tive Magistrate in 1980 for two years.

MENAHIM SHAPURKAR

ARCHANGELS GABRIEL, MICHAEL, URIEL AND RAPHAEL.

EACH NAME HAS A MEANING WHICH DESCRiIBES HIS TITLE : FOR EXAMPLE MICHAEL ‘WHO
IS LIKE GOD’ the TITULAR PRINCE OF ISRAEL GABRIEL lit. ‘MAN OF GOD’ — URIEL ‘FIRE
OF GOD’ and RAPHAEL ‘ANGEL OF HEALING' FROM THE HEBREW ROOT.

Money is honey, my dear sonny,

166

and rich man’s joke is always funny.



SPORTS

Capt. SOLOMON J. EZEKIEL (Pezarkar)

It is indeed creditable that Solomon should
have been selected to officiate as Chief Range
Officer at the IX Asian Games. This is because
of his brilliant career. He is the National Shooting

Coach of India and possesses ‘International
Shooting Judges License’ granted by the Inter-
tional Shooting Union, Weisbaden, Germany.

He represented India at the Second Asian
Sheoting Championship held at Secul,
has undergone three International Coaching
Camps i.e. Canada, USA and Israel, was an ob-
server at the XXI Olympics at Montreal and at
the Xth Maccabiah in 1977 held in lIsrael, was
appointed by the Nepal Council of Sports to train
their shooters at Kathmandu.

After retirement from the Army he was
appointed as Chief Shooting Coach of Maha-
rashtra State.

Solomon holds the record for All India
Home Guards Big Bore Shooting Championship
(.301).

MEYER M. SAMUEL (Dighodkar)

Meyer has achieved distinction in sports
activities which few in our communities have done
so far — cricket, badminton and table tennis.
In all these sports activities, in which he parti-
cipated for over forty years, he received many
awards. However, his most outstanding perform-
ance was in table tennis, in which he has won

the All Gujarat, The Indian Gymkhana, other
States and National Onen Table Tennis Cham-
pionships.

He was honoured at the 185th Anniversary
Celebrations of the “Gate of Mercy” Synagogue
on 6th December, 1981.

SAMUEL AARON KOLATKAR

During his sports activities of nearly forty
years, Samuel is recipient of half-a-dozen
Shields and Medals for his outstanding perfor-
mance in Cricket and Table Tennis.

He was honoured at the 185th Anniversary
Celebrations of the “Gate of Mercy” Synagogue
held on 6th December, 1981.

WHY IS ISRAEL COMPARED TO A DOVE?

All other birds, when tired rest upon a rock

or upon a branch of a tree. Not so the dove.

When the dove tires, it does not cease flying;
it rests one wing and flies with the other.
Bereshit Rabbah, 39:10

Success covers a multitude of blunders — George Bernard Shaw.
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RALPHY EZEKIEL JHIRAD

Ralphy stood First class First with 74%
marks in the Production Engineering Examina-

tion and completed the Section ‘A’ Exam of
AMIE (India) standing First.

He is keenly interested in sports. He stood
(i) 3rd with a score of 93% in the IV Maharash-
tra State Junior Shooting Championship held at
Kolhapur in August 1980 and (ii) 4th and 10th
in the State and the XXIV National Shooting
Championships respectively, held at Kolhapur
and participated in the XXV National Shooting
Championship held at Ahmedabad from 1st
January, 1982 to 13tn January, 1982.

At present he is working with Mahindra &
Mahindra Limited, International Tractor Division.

BENJAMIN SAMUEL REUBEN KEHIMKAR B.E. (Electrical)

Benjamin S. Reuben was born in Surat,
Gujarat State and graduated from the Gujarat
University in 1960.

He is working in Ahmedabad Electrical
Company Ltd., for the last over twenty-four years
and at present holds the post of Deputy Superin-
tendent (Contracts).

A keen sportsman, he is a member of
Gujarat Lawn Tennis Association and Ahmeda-
bad Rifle Association. He was Captain of the
Engineering College Cricket Team, participated
in Tennis in the 10th Maccabiah Sports Meet
and played for Petah Tigvah Cricket Club in
the Israel Cricket League in July 1977.

He is a member of the Institute of Engineers
(India), Ahmedabad Management Association
and was Institutional Member of the Indian
Standard Institute (ISI) from 1977 to 1981).

“The only way Jews would be able to es-
cape from the dangers posed py modenr anti-
Semitism is to create our own Sate.” Theodor

Herzl, a Hungarian born assimiliated Jewish
journalist, in his famous book, “THE JEWISH
STATE.”

We always like those who admire us but we do not always like those we admire.
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Dr. HANANIEL G. SOLOMON (CHINCHOLKAR), M. B. B. S.

Hananiel was the president of the J. R. U.
Youth Group for the year 1983. He passed the
M. B. B. S. examination from G. S. Medical
College Parel.

Hananiel did most of his schooling at the
Dadar Parsee Youths Assembly High School and
was known in the school as the sports-man
and actor. He represented his school in swim-
ming and boxing at inter-school levels. He
also represented Bombay at the Colombo - vs -
Bombay Schools Boxing and Maharashtra at
the junior and school-boys National Boxing
Championship in 1973.

After passing S. S. C. in 1975 he joined
the St. Xaviers College and achieved his dream
of becoming a Doctor when he obtained admis-
sion to Seth G. S. Medical College in 1977.

Bene - Israel

Women

By: E. M. Jacob

As stated elsewhere in this publication,
women were responsible for keeping the torch
of Judaism burning. They committed to memory
all the dates of important feasts and fasts and
scrupulously observed religious rites. The re-
naissance in the community also affected the
Bene-Israel women. Along with boys, the girls
also attended schools conducted by the
American Christian Missionaries not only in the
Bombay City but also in the villages. They also
served as teachers in schools in which they
had received their ecucation.

When Huzur Paga, the most prestigious
school for girls was established in Pune, Bene-
Israel girls were among the first to receive
their education in that school. In 1870, when a
Training College was inaugurated in that school,
Bene-lIsrael girls took full advantage of this col-
lege. Subsequently in 1884 when Huzur Paga
was converted into a high school, thirty per
cent of the fifty girls studying in this high school
were Bene-lsrael girls some of whom were reci-
pients of scholarships and prizes. It may be
stated with pride here that from the year 1880

a number of Bene-lsrael women served as tea-
chers in Municipal Schools in Bombay. In
fact there was a time during the early period of
the establishment of municipal schools when the
number of Bene-lsrael women-teachers was
predominant. They particularly specialised in
drill and music. Mr. Parulekar who was the
secretary of the school committee of the Bom-
bay Municipal Corporation was of the opinion
that the Bene-lsrael women who were drill and
music teachers, being very successful, were in
great demand. This number of Bene-Israel
teachers continued till 1960.

After the establishment of well-known schools
in Bombay and Pune, quite a few Bene-
Israel women were School Principals, i.e.
“Huzur Paga” in Pune, “Anjuman-e-Islam” Girls
School, “Alexandra” Girls’ School etc. in Bom-
bay. Even today a number of private schools are
run by Bene-Israel women in places like Bom-
bay and Ahmedabad.

Speaking on the status of women, the late
Mrs. Abigael E. Moses, a well known Educa-

There is nothing on earth divine except humanity.
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tionist and women’s libber had this io say in her
Presidential address at the Eighth Bene-lIsrael
Conference, held in Bombay in December 1924
— “When so much has been said about the
sacred duty imposed upon Jewish women, the
guestion naturally arises, ‘what is the position
of women among the Jews?’. Her position tra-
ced from the Biblical times down to the destruc-
tion of the Jewish nrationality by the Romans
and in the middle ages, has been held high in
the Jewish Home. The duties of the father and
the mother alike. The women were not exclu-
ded from the society of men nor. kept in utter
ignorance of everything except their household
duties. They freely took part in all that concerned
their fathers and husbands and were bene-
fitted equally by education. History abounds
with evidence of their participation in religious
as well as public affairs; they were not excluded
from the highest positions. They were even Jud-
ges and Prophetesses. The opinion ‘A woman'’s
scholarship should be confined to the spinning
wheel’ was not endorsed by many prominent
Rabbis. There are instances in the Talmud of
conversation on religious topics with women and
also of women occupying high positions in the

ccngregations. The exceptional position of wo-
men among the Israelites stands out in high
relief, compared with her status amongst the
most advanced nations of antiquity, the Greeks
and the Romans. It was during the Talmudic
times when every department was under oriental
influences that the position of women was alte-
red; they were excluded from participating in
all the ceremonies which to the popular mind
were principal expression of religion. When
she was thus excluded from most of the cere-
monial part of religion, she concentrated her
efforts upon the essential part of the religion,
the true end and aim of all religious creed.. She
was the priestess at the sacred hearth of home,
gave the family a religious atmosphere and
influenced it with affection, sincerity and holi-
ness and made Judaism a religion of life.

“While the whole world is clamouring for
women’s right the Jewish woman reigns supre-
me in her home and the Jews appreciate the
high significance of women’s work for the gain
of true liberty and the conservation of the
Jewish religion”.

MEENA MAHADEVAN

(Nee Miriam Aaron Jacob of Karachi)

Here is another fascinating and enchanting
story of a social worker like Rebaccabai Simon
Vakrulkar of the 19th century, who
cheers to the children of the labourers at the
construction sites. These unwashed children
scrambled about in the heat and the dust while
their parents were busy constructing buildings.

Till 1967, Miriam spent her. time in writing
novels in Hindi and bringing up her son.. One
of the novels published by her “Apna Ghar”
portrays a Jewish family torn between its loyal-
ties to India and Isracl. An opportunity for doing
important social work came by accident. As
a member of the Mahatma Gandhi Centenary
Celebration Committee formed in 1968, Miriam
had to go daily to the project undertaken by
the Committee for building an Exhibition. While
proceeding to the site, Miriam saw naked, un-

brought

washed children of the labourers scrambling
about in the heat, sickly infants covered with
flies and the very young tied to poles. Seeing
this pitiable sight every day made her think
about the solution of the problem. “Why not put
up creches?” she thought. And she put her
thoughts into action. It was the first time that
such an attempt was made to solve a problem
facing nearly two million construction labourers.

The original intention of Miriam was to
look after the babies only. When she found that
older children were not attending any schools
but loitering around the centre, she opened
more formal classes for them and evening clas-
ses for their parents at the Construction Sites.

Miriam could inspire her workers to do
the work although it was distasteful to them. This

A good deed is never lost.
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she could do, because she herself swept the
floors and attended to babies when the need
arose. It is interesting to state here that when a
Government Officer came to find out how the
Government grant was being used, he left
without verifying the books when he saw that
Miriam was mending blankets in the Verandah.

Within a period of eighteen months; mobile
creches were established in Delhi, Bombay and
other cities. Miriam’s fame spread far and wide
and within a short time Y. M. C. A. and U. N.-
I. C. E. F. started sending their social workers
from their countries to study the project.

Though Miriam married M,. T. K. Mahade-
van, a journalist from Bombay, she did not give
up her religion, Judaism. Miriam was ailing for
a long time and just before she died on July
22, 1977, at the young age of 48, she used to
often call J. M. Benjamin of Delhi to read
the Hebrew Prayers and Psalms to her. As per
her wishes and also that of her husband she
was buried in the Jewish Burial Ground in New
Delhi.

ESTHER DAVID (Dandekar)

Esther David is the daughter of the famous
Zoologist Reuben David of Ahmedabad. She is
a sculptress by profession. Most of her exhi-
bitions held in Gujarat, have been appreciated.
She prefers to work in under-developed urban
areas of Ahmedabad. A training programme with
the aid of Polyvalent Centre was condiicted by
her and Virbhala Rishi to trigger and develop
the inherent creativity in the artists.

Some of these artists have attained the
creative heights due to the guidance and moti-
vations of Esther David.

RECIPIENTS OF AWARDS AND CERTIFICATES OF APPRECIATION

SAMSON J. (Talkar)
Sr. Inspector of Police

It is a great treat to hear Samson blowing
Shofar and many make it a point to hear him
by attending the particular Synagogue, in which
he is scheduled to perform this important role.

He has a brilliant record in the Police De-
partment. He is the recipient of the highest
award viz. the President’s Police & Fire Servi-
ces Gold Medal, for. an act of bravery and cou-
rage displayed by him during the Godrej &
Boyce Company’s riots. He is responsible for
successfully investigating many important crimi-
nal cases including that of Billa and Ranga and

Shamsingh Bakshisingh, an associate of Billa,
who murdered two Arab nationals.

It is interesting to state here that a doubt
had arisen in the minds of some people, whe-
ther Samson, a Jew, would be able to do jus-
tice to the case involving two Arabs. For his
thorough investigation in this case, he received
praises from many.

He was honoured at the 185th Anniversary
Celebrations of the “Gate of Mercy” Synagogue
held on 6-12-81.

Opportunity knocks only once, but temptation bangs on the door for years.
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ISAAC MENASHE SOLOMON (Charikar)
Assistant Collector Rummaging & Intelligence, Bombay Customs (Retd)

Mr. Isaac Menashe Solomon is the reci-
pient of the India’s President Award for extreme
devotion to duty and dynamic leadership for
detecting several smuggling cases. His contri-
bution in seizing the contraband amounts to over
Rs. 3.5 crores.

During the major period of his service of
33 years he worked in the Rummaging.
Opium and Intelligence Departmnet of the
Customs. Most of the seizures of contraband

were from Fishing Crafts and Arab Dhows at
high seas where he had to encounter with des-
parate and dangerous smugglers at the risk of
his life. On the very day of the inauguration
of the speed boats ‘KALI AND DURGA’, he made
a spectacular seizure of contraband goods worth
about Rs. 45 lakhs from Arab Dhows “CHISTIA”
and “AL-SABRI”. He made many seizures on
ships and in the city of textile goods, liquors,
opium, charas, silver and gold. It is noteworthy
that when the Custom Officers could not locate
the contraband for 3 days in Kandla Solo-
mon’s services were requistioned and he suc
ceeded in locating the contraband which was
concealed in the out-house containing grains.
After clearing the grains it was noticed that the
flooring at the sides of the entrance door was
recently made. After breaking up the flooring
silver ingots, each 35 kilos and gold coins of
ancient Kutchy Rajas were seized .The silver
ingots were valued at Rs. 6 lakhs.

All this was possible for Mr. Solomon
because he possesses special knowledge for
deciphering codes of the smugglers.

DAVID SOLOMON JOSEPH (Borgaonkar)
Senior Superintendent of Customs Preventive Department, Bombay. (Retd)

David S. Joseph received Rewards and
Commendable entries in his personal records
on several occasions for carrying out spectacular
seizures of contraband goods.

David joined Karachi Custom House as an
ordinary Clerk in 1946 and Bombay Customs
also as a Clerk when he along with his parents
and other family members were compelled to
emigrate to India in 1948 as a result of the par-
tition of India in 1947.

By dint of sheer hard work, honesty, since-
rity and integrity he was first appointed as
Preventive Officer and finally as Senior Super-
intendent of Customs, Preventive Department.
But mere hard work, integrity and honesty do
not serve as a passport for promotion, nor
entitles a person for high rewards. The attributes

If your work speaks for itself, don’t interrupt it — Henry J. Kaiser.
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that were responsible for the success of David
in the detection of smuggling were i) Ingenuity,
ii) Strategy and ii) Execution. David took meti-
culous care of his plan of action before a raid
was carried out.

David has detected a number of smuggling
cases covering gold, cosmetics, foreign liquor
etc. Some of the important of these cases and
for which he was rewarded are Detection of
i) Gold Bars and Gold Chips hidden inside a
bundle of black dates which were reduced to
pulp. ii) Gold biscuits which were made to
appear as charcoal, iii) thin sheets of Gold hid-
den in between two layers of cardboard in a
carton. This was the first detection of its kind.

12 similar cases were detected

there-after.

immediately

Besides, David was responsible for detain-
ing as many as eight persons all under COFE-
POSA. David’s father, the late Mr. Solomon
Joseph was the brother of the late Khan Saheb
Mordecai Joseph of Pune. From quite an early
age David had an urge for an adventurous
life. When the Second World War broke out
he, along with his dear friend the late
Benjamin Joseph Bhastekar (who rose to the
high office of Commercial Manager of Mazgaon
Dock, Bombay) joined the Royal Engineering
Corps. Both were decorated with the Indian
Service and War Service Medals.

Mrs. E. S. EZEKIEL (Mendrekar)
Lady Preventive Officer of Bombay Customs

Mrs. Ezekiel was one of the Customs Offi-
cers who was responsible for the seizure of
the smuggled watches valued at about Rs.4
lakhs.

In the above picture Mrs. Ezekiel is seen
counting and noting docwn the number of smug-

gled watches that were found in the car as well
as at the residence of the smuggler.

For this detection Mrs. Ezekiel received a
cash award and also a certificate of apprecia-
tion from the Government of India.

A woman can say more in a sigh than a man can say in a sermon — Arnold Haultin.



SAMUEL BENJAMIN MALEKAR, B.E., M.LE.

Samuel Benjamin Malekar passed the B.E.
Examination (Civil) standing First Class First
and was the recipient of two Gold Medals.

He began his career as ‘“‘Design Engineer”
and at present he is ‘“Technical Director”.
Some of the prestigious projects undertaken
by him are —

i. 5 million tonne steel plant — the first struc-
tural Engineer representing Indian know-
how in Venezuela, South America;

ii. Madras & Narora (U.P) Atomic Power Pro-
jects; and

iii.) R. C. F. Plant.

He was honoured at the 185th Anniversary
Mercy”

Celebrations of ‘“Gate of
held on 6-12-81.

Synagogue

MICHAEL S.

While honouring Michael on the occasion
of the 185th Anniversay Celebrations of the
“Gate of Mercy” Synagogue on 6th Dec., 1981
memories of our illustrious ancestors flashed
back in our minds —- Simon Wakrulkar, the
powerful orator and writer, Kammodan Haeem
David Divekar, the great dramatist, who trans-
lated Shakespear’s plays into Marathi and Urdu
and also acted in those plays, Joseph David
Penkar, another great dramatist and screen play-
writer and host of others.

For Michael possesses all the qualities of
a dramatist, speaker and journalist. He has se-
cured several prizes in elocution competitions
during his school and college days. He is a
regular invitee of Rotary International for parti-
cipating in MUNA — Model United Nations
Assembly.

DAVID (Shapurkar)

Michael is the son of Dr. Samuel B. David
and grandson of the late Mr. Benjamin David,
Ex-Judge, Small Causes Court, Pune.

ISSAC SOLOMON MHEDEKAR AND DANIEL SOLOMON MHEDEKAR
By: Samson Isaac Mhedekar, son of Isaac Mhedekar & father of Abraham Samson Mhedekar

Introduction :

Samson aged 92, (1984) is a Citizen of the
State of Israel. This is a noval story of two
brothers from Karachi who by sheer dint of

hard work, perseverance, grit and honesty not
only rose to the Office of Jailers, but also won
the hearts of the convicts.

(Comipler)

Well done is better than well said — Benjamin Franklin
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| was the youngest son of my parents and
since my father retired from service when
| was about nine or ten years old, |
do not know much about their early
career. |, however, remember that both the bro-
thers were transferred tc various places in Bom-
bay Presidency (Gujarat was then included in
this Presidency) and Sind Province. My father,
Isaac Solomon Mhedekar retired from Hyderabad
(Sind) Central Prison as a Jailer and my uncle,
Daniel Solomon Mhedekar from Karachi Central
Prison also as a jailer. After retirement, Daniel
was appointed an Honorary Magistrate and a
Justice of the Peace by the then Commissioner
of Sind Province and was often called upon to
conduct cases in Courts.

My grand parents had settled down in Pune. My
uncle and my father were appointed by the Ins-
pector. General Prisons, Yeravada Jail and sub-
sequently were transferred to various places as
stated earlier. | was born in Dhulia (Khandesh).
My father was transferred to Shikarpur from
Dhulia and later to Hyderabad and retired from
service while he was in Hyderabad. My mother
used to say that my father was tender hearted
and that the convicts and even murderers

and dacoits, undergoing life sentences praised
my father for his genial nature and even wished
him and his family good health, happines and
long life. My father was so popular with the
prisoners that whenever orders for the transfer
of my father were issued, they appealed to the
authorities not to transfer my father.

Life sketches of the two brothers had ap-
peared in one of the issues of “THE ISRAELITE”
Magazine after June 1920; probably the informa-
tion was provided by my maternal uncle, the
late J. B. Samson, Superintendent of Police and
Commissioner of Police, Kutch, Bhuj:—

It is interesting to state here that dur-
ing the period Samson was the Fouzder
of Police, Karachi, Prince George (late
King George V) was given a reception
at the Burns Garden, where British
Army Officers, High Government Officials
and leading citizens of Karachi were
present. At this reception, Samson’s
yeoman services to the Government were
recognised and the Prince of Wales
himself presented to Samson, King’s
Medal King’s Watch and the Sword.

Mrs. REZINA (Ruby) JACOB DANIELS (Walwatkar)

Rezina was adjudged the “BEST” Nurse
for the Western and Central Zones of the Bom-
bay Municipal Corporation and received the
“BEST NURSE AWARD” 1981.

She was honoured at the 185th Anniver-
sary Celebration of the “Gate of Mercy” Syna-
gogue on 13th December 1981.

HOW SOME OF THE GREAT WRITERS

1. The French poet and playwright Edmund
Rostand, would often sit in his bath tub for
the whole day. 2. Victor Hugo would request
his valet to strip him naked—Stark naked, he
would continue to write. 3. Dr. Samuel John-
son used to have his favourite cat perched on
his desk purring into his ears while he was
writing. 4. P.G. Wodehouse wrote in a corner

WROTE THEIR IMMORTAL MASTERPIECES

of a crowded room. 5. Anton Chekov, the Rus-
sian story writer, wrote in the midst of his
children singing and playing on his piano. 6.
Anthony Trollops could write anywhere and
under any circumstances whether at a railway
platform or coach, provided his portable writing
desk was available to him, which he generally
carried with him wherever he went. 7. G. K.

(Continued on page 172)

What we need are more people who specialized in the impossible. — Theodore Rooethke.
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JUDAH SOLOMON MENDREKAR

“WHEN YOU GO HOME, TELL THEM OF US
WE GAVE OUR TO-DAY FOR THEIR TOMORROW”

This is an epitaph in a cemetery in Kohima
(in Nagaland) inscribed in memory of Armed
Forces during the World-War-Il.

These words could also equally be said of
Solomon Judah Mendrekar, Engineer and other
sixty-five Officers and men of the Bombay Fire
Brigade, who laid down their lives while battling
with the conflagration on a ship “Fort Stikine”
on April 14, 1944. This ship was carrying the
“BEAUTY AND THE BEAST — glamorous cargo
in the form of gold and deadly weapons con-

sisting of ammunition, besides raw cotton, oil
drums, timber, sulphur, etc.

Being an Engineer, Solomon’s job was tc
attend to fire engines in case they stopped work-
ing during putting out the fires. He was not a
regular fireman. He could have perhaps saved
his life had he escaped from the scene of fire
just before the explosions occured, just as a
few others did (dock workers). He did not wish
to leave his colleagues who continued to fight
the fire inspite of the impending disaster.

After the explosion, Solomon’s body could
not be traced. So also the bodies of sixty-three
firemen and hundreds of other.

The impact of the explosion was such that
the Seismograph needle in the Metereological
Station of Simla, a place about a thousand miles
away from Bombay quivered when the record
of the shock-wave transmitted through the crust
of the earth.

Every year on April 14, Officers and men
of the Bombay Fire Brigade pay homage to the
men who laid down their lives so that Bombay
may live. Solomon is the only individual to
whom homage is also paid separately. Such was
the popularity of Solomon both with the Officers
and men.

(Continued from page 171)

Chesterton could only write sitting in Dicken’s
Chair which he had bought. 8. Jane Austin
always wrote on bits of paper. 9. Alexander
Dumas wrote his poems on yellow paper, arti-
cles on pink paper, and novels on blue and
always with green ink, but with different pens.
10. Bernard Shaw preferred writing in short
hand. His favourite spot was a tiny wooden hut

at Ayot St. Lawrence. 11. Somerset Maugham
wrote exactly 250 words on each page in his
illegible long hand, and 12. Leo Tolstoy used
a typewriter to write novels. His aim was ‘per-
fection.” It is said that he corrected “War and
Peace” seven times, the burden of which fell
on his wife’s shoulder.

Men may doubt what you say, but they will believe what you do.
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E. M. JACOB (Gadkar)

E. M. Jacob (Gadkar) is seen receiving the
“PRESIDENT'S HOME GUARDS & CIVIL DE-
FENCE MEDAL” for Meritorious Services on the
30th Anniversary of the Inauguration of THE
REPUBLIC OF INDIA, January 27, 1980 from the
Governor of Maharashtra, Shri Sadig Ali.

Retired as Dy. Chief Fire Officer, Bombay
Fire Brigade after serving in the Department for
nearly thirty years.

Dy. Chief Warden, Civil Defence Corps. Gr.
Bombay from 1965 to 1981. At present a volunteer
in the C. D. Corps. The President’s Medal was
received for the Meritorious Services rendered
to the Civil Defence Corps. particularly during

Present Occupation: Fire Consultant and

Fire Adviser.

Publications: (i) Focus on
Accidents; (ii) Rotary Foundation;

Home Fire

Editor & Publisher of (a) APSARA & SAMA-
RITAN — Bulletins of the Rotary Club of Chem-
bur (Bombay) and (b) INDO-ISRAEL REVIEW of
the Bombay Zionist Association.

Was Chairman & Trustee of “Gate of Mercy’
Synagogue Estate Trust, Secretary of Gate of
Mercy” Synagogue since 17-6-84, President of
The Bene-lsrael Conference Education Fund,
Treasurer of the Bombay Zionist Association,
Rotarian since 1967 and Past President of

“Rotary Club of Chembur” (Bombay) during
the 1965 and 1971 Indo-Pakistan Wars. 1970-71.
The ultimate aim of knowledge is to use it for the benefit of mankind — Francis Bacoh
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LIST OF BENE ISRAEL AUTHORS & PUBLICATIONS (ALPHABETICALLY)

APTEKAR, SOLOMON SHALOM
Daniel in Verse

118 1899
2. Joseph in Verse 1906
3. Life sketch of Queen Esther

4. Courage of Daniel

5. “Merapee”- The Moon of Israel
ASHTAMKAR, BENJAMIN SAMSON*
AWASKAR, ISAAC SHALOM

1. Story of Joseph in Verse 1896
2. Story of Joseph 1905
AWASKAR, JOSEPH HAEEM

1. Haftara of Tish-abe-ab 1912

2. Life sketch of Moses

BAMNOLKAR, JOSEPH BENJAMIN*
BENJAMIN, SIMON VAKRULKAR (WALKER)

1. How to bring up children 1872
2. The Bene-Israel of Bombay 1873
Presidency
3. View on work 1881
4. Discussion on the Intuitive Principle
of Conscience or the Divine Reason in
Man.
BHINJEKAR, ABRAHAM REUBEN
1. Hundred Year Calendar 1911
2. Passover 1915
3. Shabuoth 1915
4. All collections

BHONKAR, SAMUEL MOSES
Translation of the Ethics of the Fathers 1851-1857

THE BENE ISRAEL BENEVOLENT SOCIETY

1. Hebrew Calendar for 400 years 1854
2. Suggestions for Charity to the poor 1856
DANIELS S. and SAMUEL R.

Travels of Rabbi Petachia 1877
DIVEKAR, AARON JACOB

1. Translation of Rabbi Weiss. 1895

More Light
2. English Essay by Rabbi L. Weiss 1898

with Marathi translation

3. Universal Peace

4. Translation of Rabbi Strains,
Religion and Morals

5. Originality of the Institution of Moses

DIVEKAR, DAVID HAEEM*
DUBEY, Mrs. ESTHER V. K.*
ELIAS, A. H.*

EZEKIEL 'B; 8.
1. Hebrew Primer

“GATE OF MERCY” SYNAGOGUE

Religious & Cultural Heritage of the
Bene Israels of India

GADKAR, EZEKIEL MOSES JACOB*

GADKAR, RACHEL ABRAHAM*

GARSULKAR, HAEEM ISAAC
“THE ILLUSTRATED HAGGADA”
GHOSALKAR, ISAAC SOLOMON
Travel to Jerusalem

ISRAELITE SCHOOL COMMITTEE
Children’s Devotional Services
ISRAEL, B. J.

Religious Evolution among the Bene-
Israels of India since 1759

The Jews of India

The Bene-lsrael of India

Some Studies

JACOB, MISS REBECCA
Sadbodh Bhandar

KANDLEKAR, SAMUEL MOSES
Life Sketch of Queen Esther

KASOOKAR, JUDAH SHALOM

1. Our Holy City Jerusalem
2. Guide — The Secret Doctrine of
the Soul and Body
KASOOKAR, Dr. (Miss) ESTHER ABRAHAM
SOLOMON*

KEHIMKAR, HAEEM SAMUEL*
KEHIMKAR, SHALOM SAMUEL
1. Method of Reading Pentatuech
2. Death of Prophet Moses

3. An account of Queen Esther

1898
1898

1898

1984

1846

1878

1982

1984

1900

1906
1916

1875

1872

There are three classes of friends: Some are like food with which thou canst not dispense,
others like medicine which is needful occasionally and others like illness which thou dost
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KEHIMKAR, SAMUEL HAEEM

Parental Duty (adapted from L.L. 1878
Mocatta’s Moral)

KHARILKAR, DANIEL SHALOM

Book on the Psalms of King David
Selihoth in Marathi

Pesah in Marathi

Haggdah in Marathi

Vidhi (Rites) in Marathi

Book of Songs in Marathi

Book of Simhath Torah songs in Marathi
Songs sung by the Ladies during marriages

PNOO B DN

KOLABKAR, PINHAS EMANUEL E. JOSEPH
Indian Jewish Year Book 1967

KORLEKAR, DAVID REUBEN

Satya Prakash (Journal) 1881-1885

1. Rites of Jewish Circumcision 1893
and Laws (translated from English)

2. Book of the Precepts 1896
(translated from Moses Maimonides)

3. Reforms in the Bene Israel People 1909

MOSES Dr. ELIJAH (RAJPURKAR), M.D., J.P.*
NAGAVKAR BUNNY REUBEN*
NAGAVKAR, Mrs. ESTHER V. DUBEY™

NAWGAVKAR, DANIEL SOLOMON
The Wars of the Israelites (translation) 1872

PENKAR, JOSEPH DAVID*
PENKAR, SOLOMON RAHAMIN (PUNE)

Succoth 1916

PEZARKAR, DAVID SOLOMON

1. Essay on Prayer Part |
2. Essay on Prayer Part Il

PEZARKAR, ABRAHAM SOLOMON

Bene Israel (Journal) 1893-1896
PEZARKAR, E. SOLOMON (B.A)

Jews in China and India 1900
PEZARKAR, SAMUEL HAEEM

Nhy 1 should remain a Jew 1895

PINGLE, SHELLIM SAMUEL*

RAJPURKAR, JOSEPH EZEKIEL*

RAMRAJKAR, SOLOMON JACOB

Laws on Jewish Religion 1913
(Translated from English)

REUBEN, Miss REBECCA*
Bene lIsraels of Bombay 1913

ROHEKAR, EDWIN R*

ROHEKAR DAVID MOSES BENJAMIN*

SANKAR MOSES EZEKIEL

The Fast for Destruction of the Temple 1887
(Extracted from the old Paths)

SHAPURKAR ABRAHAM SAMSON*
SION, GEORGE ABRAHAM*
SOLOMON JOSEPH E.

Catechism of Religions and Moral 1910
Instructions

TALEGAONKAR ISSAC ABRAHAM

1. Life sketch of Prophet Moses 1913
(The deliverance of the lIsraels from Egypt)
2. Shabuoth 1915

TALKAR HAEEM EZEKIEL
History of the Bene Israel 1874

TALKAR, HANNAN EZEKIEL*
TALKAR Prof. MOSES EZEKIEL*
TALKAR, LLA. EZEKIEL*
TALKAR, NISSIM EZEKIEL*

TALKAR MOSES DANIEL

1. Songs of Solomon 1869
2. Bago Bahar (Spring Garden) 1869
3. Lovely Sushila Novel 1872
4. Chhel Battao 1872

VAKRULKAR SIMON BENJAMIN*
VAKRULKAR REBECCA SIMON BENJAMIN*
VAKRULKAR SOLOMON MOSES*

WALVATKAR ELIJAH SOLOMON

1. Prayers for the Forgiveness 1872
2. Institution of Passover 1891
(Translation from Hebrew)

* The publications of these authors have appeared in their respective resume’s.
SOURCE : Most from “The Bene Israel Annuz! and Year Bcok”, By late Miss Rebecca

Reuben.

With malice towards none, with charity for allwith firmness in the right, as God has given

us to see the right, let us stride on to finish

the work we are in. — Abraham Lincoln.
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CHIEF RABBI ISAAC HERZOG’S (JERUSALEM) GIFT TO BENE-ISRAELS IN 1949

Bene-Israel Congregation seen receiving the
two scrolls in rewas, in Konkan region..

The two scrolls were part of the Sifrei Torah
saved from the Nazi holocaust. The wooden
cases were prepared by the Bombay Bene-
Israel Carpenters and the silver Rimonim (hol-
low silver ornaments covering the tops of the
two wooden staffs to which the parchment of
the Sefer Torah is affixed. Rimonim is plural
of the word Rimon) were donated by he con-
gregations of Alibag and Nadgao to whom the
Scrolls were presented.

The letter Chief Rabbi sent through
Dr. Emmanue! Olsavanger:

“My dear Brethren in India :

My esteemed friend Dr. Olswanger will bring
you a present from myself two Sifrei Torah.”

“Please accept my heartfelt blessing, the bles-
sing of he Torah and Zion. May you speedily
come to settle in Israel and thus to help to
hasten the Geulah Sheleimah and the coming
of Mashiah ben David, Amen!” '

Sefer Torah seen being taken to “Magen Aboth”
Synagogue Alibag.

About 300 Bene-Israels participatedl in this
Colourful Ceremony.

Dr. Olsvanger who paid a visit to India in 1949
cn behalf of the World Zionist Organisation. He
spoke at several places in and outside Bombay.
This was Dr. Olsvanger’s fourth visit to India
but the first after India and Israel had attained
their independence from the British.
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EPILOGUE

And now, the task is over.
The: pen: is at rest:’
The offering at the alter of Love,
Of Hope, of dedication is made.
Its acceptance lies unknown, unseen,
In the womb of future.
Let the offering be the twin-beams
Of Light and Guidance.

it is now twilight,

The darkness gathers

Into the slumbering Cadence

Of the on - coming night.

E. G. MOSES.

If you have enjoyed reading these Books, you
are indebted to the community.
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THANKS

My sincere thanks to:

1

10.

1]i 3

12.

13.

The Management and Members of the “Gate of Mercy” Synagogue for favourably con-
sidering my requests (i) to hold the 185th Anniversary Celebrations, (ii) for publishing
“THE RELIGIOUS AND CULTURAL HERITAGE OF THE BENE-ISRAELS OF INDIA” and
(iii) for monetary assistance.

World Sephardi Federation for its generous donation of $ 2000.

Mr. B. B. Benjamin Gadkar for loaning copies of the Record maintained by the Iate
Mr. Joseph Ezekiel Rajpurkar, copies of the Bulletin “VELIMADETHEM OTHAM” (articles
on page 30 — another version of the escape of Samuel Ezekiel Divekar) and articles
cn pages 80-83) also the photograph of Mezuza presented to the Synagogue in 1880 by
his brother-in-law and sister.

Mrs. Mozel Moses Sassoon (Kandlekar), daughter of Shelomo Shalom Divekar, a des-
cendant of Hasajee Bawajee Divekar, father of Samaji Hasaji Divekar, for providing the
“FAMILY TREE” of Samuel Ezekiel Divekar.

Mr. Aaron R. Ben Samuel Gadkar of Sheba Art for the design of the family tree of Samuel
Ezekiel Divekar, founder of the ‘“Gate of Mercy” Synagogue.

Mr. Elijah Benjamin Gadkar of Pune for sending a copy of the Special Prayers, compo-
sed by the late Mr. Joseph Ezekiel Rajpurkar and for his valuable advice from time to
time. :

Mr. S. R. Bandarkar for loaning blocks of the photos of Dr. (Mrs.) J. J. Jhirad, Miss R.
Reuben and others.

Messrs M. J. Talegaonkar, J. D. Benjamin, R. B. Shirkolkar, Albert |. Talegawkar, Ezekiel
Jacob Jhirad and his sons Jonathan & Rephael, Miss Rahel S. Benjamin and Mrs. R.
C. for their maximum co-operation.

Committee Members of the Celebrations Committee for their esteemed co-operation.

Lieut. Col. M. A. Isaac for providing names of Bene-Israels in the Armed Forces of India.

Mr. Shellim Samuel (Pingle) for loaning a copy of the photograph of the Memorial of
Navgao Cemetery.

Mr. Elijah Samuel Pingle for loaning the photograph of his grand mother, which has
appeared in Book No. 1 on page 44.

Donors and Well-wishers and others whose names | might have missed inadvertantly for
their esteemed co-operation. '

E. M. JACOB
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Congregation participating in the 185th Anniversary Celebration 1981.



BENE ISRAEL SOLDIERS IN THE ARMY

TWENTIETH CENTURY
X

DURING NINETEENTH CENTURY



