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PROLOGUE 

WE 

BY.: E._ G. _Mose·s (Malekar) 

Out of we came Abraham and toge lher with lsaac and grandson Jacob 
also named lsrael) founded the Semitic race. Their descendants have ( 

they must רgone through great migrations and dispersions during whict 
ck from סy of every conceivable race-st י!have accumulated the. proge 

whose mi1dst they חamong the strangers who lived in their· midst, and i 
. lived 

HAT PEOPLE דWE ARE 

Out of the Jewish people who opted to call themselves " Hebrews" 
traced their origins to the Patriarchs Abraham, .lsaac and Jacob. Jacob 
was renamed " lsrael. " Fr.om among the sons of lsrael issued the " Twelve 
Tribes" which were called "The Children of lsrael". To them, according 
to the Bible, was bequeathed "The Promiseid Land" which was named 
" The land of lsrael." 

WE ARE THAT PEOPLE 

n t,he days , of. the Judges, the Jews were a group of tribes. ln the ו

. a Nation סt חtimes of Saul, David and Solomon, they were· united i 
gdoms, that r:ר to .two ki תOnce this period was over, they were. divided i 

of Judah an1d that of lsrael . Later, these _tw9 .kingdoms .were destroyed 
·-and the people dispersed to the four corners of the earth. Today where 

a·lised, to that nation do יr נit rןa ever the Jews live, whether born the·re or 
. , . · · . they be·long 

WE ARE THESE PEOPLE 

-. 
rc,e . of ~ p ~ .-~ th _ חorld, th_e Jewish . race has bee ~ l_r1 the entire civilised " 

pture . . 1! i.s ... t'l:ie 'Jews חthe Highest Conceptions of God, of man .and of 
-who originated and still preserve the highest 'descriptions of the attri 

butes of God - a pure spirit, infinite in knowledge, power, go.odwill and 
". He continues so, to this day 

WE ARE THESE PEOPLE. 

{Chalres Eliot) 
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FORE-WORD 

By : E. G. Moses (Malekar) 

" Better to li~ht one candle than curse the darkness" 

These volumes are unique. Unique in multiple ways. There has 
. been none like this before, there will be perhaps none like it hereafter 

. are unique ווlts features, its intent - a 

These are reference volumes of the past and the present. These 
n voluminous information. These are packed with facts that the וconta 

reader be better informed, know more anid more about the ancient past 
-and the present. These are· volumes the reader can turn to for informa 

. f enthusiasm burns low סand encouragement when the fire יcחti 

These are volumes of faith with powerful belief in One God alone 
who created all , it has perfect faith in the doings of the past as the 
deep foundation for the doings of the future. 

These are volumes of hope. Hope· about the potentialities of the 
future, of human freedom, to shape destiny in making far reaching 
decisions. 

These are volumes of love. Conceived as a love offering, it conforms 
Commandments ; " Love thy ווto the Commandment that encompasses a 

the irretrievabfe חסneighbour as thyself." These focus deep attention 
. inqredient, the stuff that life is made of 

These are volumes of dedication. They dedicate in pure spirit the 
radiant memories of the past, which endowed the days gone by with 
a rich and splendoured heritage. 

We have emerged as God's special handiwork, with an array of 
traits, characteristics and qualities. Background, experience all come in 
a once-for-ever way for each human. 

God has not trifled. Divine handiwork does not cut corners in 
nature. Blessed individuality shines forth from each living person's eyes, 
and throbs through that person's body. 

ck of what the Supreme Master of the Universe has given סTake st 
. and increase and multiply your gifts and your deeds 

. live by it סLearn from the volumes, Draw from it, Enjoy it, And Try t 
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By E. M. JACOB 

INT.ROD.UCTION : 

:HISTORY OF "SHAAR 'HARAHAMIM.'' 
-- "GATE OF MERCY" SYNAGOGUE 

ever wastedס ugh they seem tס be iח vaiח. , th חur prayers are ס
 Nס ttiing seems' tס lighteח, the burdeחס fס ur paiח.

rs of סgue. They were auth סag חf the Sy סbers 
-s חhad tra סd wh חa חסJewish religi חסks ססB 

 lated the Hebrew prayers iח Marathi versi;חס
, ists חסalists, educati חur סets, dramatists, j סp 
r סnsible f סrs and Lawyers, resp סct סt D חe חemi 
-l, Kirtan ססly Jewish sch חסf the סthe starting 
-f the PRO סdelivered the messages סkars wh 
d חmmunity a סf the c סthe members סPHETS t 

ffice סthe high סse t סr סe-lsrael wh חly Be חסthe 
f these סmbay. (Resumes סf B סrship סf May ס

.) k ססalities have appeared in this B חperso 

: The First Bene-lsrael Synagogue 

gue was built by Samaji Hasaji סag חThe Sy 
Divekar (Samuel Ezekiel Divekar) at Samuel 

as Samaji חw סחStreet in May 1796. lt was k 
gue till 1896. Samuel Street was סag חHasaji Sy 

gue. The סag חf the Sy סamed after the builder ח

gue was built at this place because a סag חSy 
 vast majס rityס f abס ut 2,000 Beח e Jsraels theח

mbay were residing at Samuel Street, lsaji סB חi 
 Street (lsaji was the brס therס f Samuel whס
 was alsס and lsrael M (in the Armyס M) ­hallaס
 halla meaח s lס cality). All these places are iח

. gue סf the Synag סity חthe vici 

Management of the Synagogue for 

: the First Ninety-Three Years 

1889, the Management of the סm 1796 t סFr 
-lled by the Kam סntr סgue affairs were c סag חSy 

Muccadams (Presidents) and a few חda סm 
-ngrega סglas) , elected by the C סAdvisers (Ch 
. f the Muccadam סns סmmendati סthe rec חסn סti 

dent זte that. the Pres סn סt is interesting t ו
f סnly managed the affairs סt סחand his team 
 the Syח agס gue but alsס were empס wered tס
d חdividual, family a חsettle all disputes i.e. i 

chayat System in חity, just like the Pa חcommu 
. the villages 

-the Mana חסThe Divekar family carried 
ther סy years. They acquired חr ma סt f חgeme 

ns סnati סf the d סceeds סf the pr סut סperties סpr 
m the funds סd fr חgue a סag חreceived by the Sy 

. f the Divekar Family ס

" f the " SHAAR HARAHAMIM סry סThe hist 
GATE OF MERCY" SYNAGOGUE is " 

e. Till the חסg חati חg and fasci חteresti חvery i 
mmunity סth Century, the Bene-lsrael C חEightee 

t have a סחf lndia did סthe Western Part חi 
ln fact they .חw סf their סrship סf W סuse סH 

f it, except perhaps the late סt aware סחwere 
ew חk סt Samuel Ezekiel Divekar, wh חda חmma סC 

gue built סf the 'Pardeshi" Synag סce חthe existe 
. 1568 chin in the year סC חi 

e-lsrael חf the first Be סment וThe establist 
y וחסt סחf great pride סgue is a matter סag חSy 

all סgue but t סag חf this Sy סthe members סt 
e-lsraels חBe סd als חdia a חl חe-lsraels i חthe Be 

 living in cס uח triesס utside lח dia particularly iח
gue סf Mercy" Synag סlsrael because the " Gate 

-the spiritual needs parti סly catered t חסt סח

-g the first 150 years after its estab חcularly duri 
t חrta סimp חplayed a 1796ס but als חt i חlishme 

f the סd health חa חסf Educati סthe field חle i סr 
cite a few examples : (i) lt gave סity. T חmmu סc 

f the סts for the establishment חtial gra חsubsta 
r Destitutes and Orphans ; (ii) lt gave סme f 1ס-l 

 grants tס educatiחס al iח stitutiחס s aח ­d still cחס
stly סvided c סts; (iii) lt pr חgive the gra סues t חt i 

secular סd als חa חסJewish Religi חסks ססb 
cial חa Jewish Library ; (iv) lt gives fina סks t ססb 

emigrate סwish t סor wh סce to the p חassista 
sary חvided a Charity Dispe סlsrael; (v) lt pr סt 

ther dreadful סd חlera a סch חat a time whe 
1919 m סmbay fr סB חt i חdiseases were rampa 
 tס lt pr (vi) ;1922ס vided extra accס mmס datiחס

f years סumber חr a סlidays f סg High H חduri 
e-lsrael חn in all the Be סdati סmm סce the acc חsi 

 Syח agogues iח Bס mbay wasסח t sufficieח t tס
-mmu סf the c סdate all the members סmm סacc 

r details, see article " SOLUTIONS FOR סity. (F ח

.)" THE PRESSING PROBLEMS 

f סme סstate here that s סt t חt is pertine ו
ity חmmu סf the c סalities חסt pers חmine סthe pr 

f סwth סwards the gr סtributed t חסhave c סwh 
-m סthe c חd i חgue a סag חf the Sy סthe activities 

r the spread סnsible f סwere res9 סd wh חity a חmu 
-of religious and secular education were mem 



r 1סhere they held services f וv, Kehimkar Maistry 
d the New חthis very la חabout three years. O 
amed as חgue, which was later סag חSy 

, 4 e חJu חסsecrated חסSHAARE-RASON" was c " 
. 1843 

 David ruled the Cס mmuח ity with aח irחס
d equity. He had חd tempered with Justice a חha 

f piety חסwere me סf Advisers wh סci l חu סa C 
 wisdס m aח d experieח ce. The 1832 Cס uח ­cil cחס

: like חtial me חflue חd i חt a חe חf emi סsisted 
) 2 ( . lkar סch 1ח) Jamadar lsaji Abraham Chi ( 
-aji lsaji Telulkar, Maistry; (3) Havildar Bal חTa 

 kס ji Ramajiו> haרו avker; (4) Subedar Sס lס mחס
-seph Zirad סd (5) Yesba J חseph Umardekar, a סJ 

.) ka1·, Gubbai (Treasurer 

Rule of Haskel Abraham lsaaji Divekar 

(1846-1872) : 

 Dada (David Samuel Divekar) died iח 1846
Muccadam חda סf the Kamm סwer סand the p 

f his סs חסs חס,d Aar חwas seized by Haskel a 
g the חd it was duri חther Abraham lsaaji a סbr 

ccurred סd rift חסf Haskel that the sec סregime 
 iח the Cס mmuח ity which culminated iח theס peח­

ew Prayer Hall called " KENNESETH חf: a ·סg חi 
as " Malya חw סחpularly k סBENE-ISRAEL" p 

Warchi Masjid " at Khadak. Haskel was assisted 
gue by his סag חf the Sy סt חthe Manageme חi 

,) glas סf Advisers (Ch סcil חu סd a C חthers a סbr 
m were Samuel Elijah סg wh חסt am חe חmi סpr 

-Rajpur חסm סl סd Haeem S חVarulkar (Gabbai) a 
me Haeem Rajpu rkar סf Shal סkar Kazi (Father 

.) Kazi 

Hazzan (Cantor) : 

f סs חwere the Hazza סwn, wh סt kn סlt is n 
the year 1835ח. l סm 1796 t סgue fr סag חthe Sy 

seph Rajpurkar סba) J סwever, Elijah (El 1835ס, h 
. gue סag חf the Sy ח"סted as " Hazza חi סwas app 
 Befס re himחס e Sס lס mחס was the Hazza.ח lח
f סst סbe a p סthere used t חHazza סt חadditio 
" aחס sס f the Kazi were tס Kazi ". The functi 
s חסrm marriages, circumcisi סwrite f<etubah , perf 

ther סduct all חסd c חnies a סd death cerem חa 
-azir redemp חס,חw redempti סrituals such as v 
r סnies, etc., f סg cerem חg and renami חnami חס,ti 
f סd fees. The affairs ססwhich he was paid g 
, rces סrder such as div סus סthe higher religi 
 disputes etc. were cחס trס lled by Kammס daח whס

with Kazi and חסsultati חסc חs i חסgave decisi 
. glas סCh 

ne סMuccadam was n חda סThe First Kamm 
gue. After סf the Synag סder חu סthe f חther tha ס

chin , where he had סC 1797ח i חhis demise i 
 gס ne tס prס cure a Sefer Tס ralו, his adס pted sרוס

ffice סther lsaji), assumed סof his br חסDavid, (s 
but סחs סחce Samuel had חMuccadamship si י·סi

wives. After the סm his tw סdaughters fr סtw 
f David in 1846, Haskel Abraham סg away חpassi 

Muccadam, till חda סlsaji Divekar was Kamm 
d thereafter David Haeem Divekar till 1872ח a 

vember 16, 1889. He was the סN חסhis death 
nwardc:: 1889ס m סMuccadam. Fr חda סlast Kamm 
gue is סf the Synag סagement חday the Ma ס-till t 

mmittee elected סg C חagi חby a Ma חסcarried 
 by Geח eral Bס dy at its electiס n meeting iח

. December every year 

Rule of David Samuel Divekar (1797-1846) : 

-uc ו'dan l\ סDavid Samuel Divekar was Kamm 
. 1846 the year חm 1797 till his death i סcadam fr 
-as " Dada" (Elder Bro חw סחpularly k סHe was p 
-a חf the Sy סf affairs זחסageme חther). His ma 

. ve reproach סgogue and Community was ab 

-e חse Be סr th סhatred f חpe סHe exhibited 
cubines. But this חסc חhad heathe סlsraels wh 

r סrality created f סf m סr high · standard סzeal f 
der the 1823ח u חy enemies, who later i חhim ma 

Bapuji Sankar חסm סl סf Subedar S סleadership 
build סted t חrmed a separate party, which wa סf 

t take סחwever this did סther Prayer Hall. H סan 
kar חBapuji Sa חסm סl סplace since Subedar S 
 was murdered by his brס ther-i-ח law Piח gleחס

. me family dispute סf s סacco·unt 

: Rift in the Community 

k place which ססlt t סther rev סwever, an סH 
. b Divekar Maistry סwas raised by Samuel Jac 

d wife חThis Maistry used to ill-treat his seco 
r redress סHassubai , who submitted her case f 

. Muccadam David Samuel Divekar חda סKamm סt 
, the charge-sheet levelled against him . סT 

b Divekar sent a disrespectful reply סSamuel Jac 
. icated חmmu סf which he was ex-c סunt סacc חס

llected the סb Divekar c סSamuel Jac חסThereup 
d חmmunity a סthe c חts i חted eleme חte חdisco 
 alsס a few iח flueח tial persoח s, with a view tס
, 1839 ther Prayer Hall . ln the year סחg a חbuildi 

b Divekar, Haeem lsaaji Garsulkar סSamuel Jac 
-mbay sub סf B סe-lsraels חther Be סand a few 

f Rs . 2,725/- and purchased סscribed a sum 
up סew gr חDecember 22, 1840. The חסd חla 

wned by Daniel סthe premises חm i ססted a r חre 

. rk סwly, but they w סrk sl סd's laws w סG 

2 



re סdate m סmm סacc סorder t 1860ח, i חded i חte 
e-lsraels חf the Be חססpulati סce the p חple si סpe 

-f the ex סst סcreased. The c חmbay had i סB חi 
m the סgue was met fr סag חf the Sy חססsi חpa 
m the סgue as well as fr סag חf the Sy סds חfu 

-m סf the C סm the members סs fr חסtributi חסc 
. ity חmu 

 Hס wever, the regimeס f Haskel Kammס daח
d 1865 the 1862ח a חf misrule. Betwee סe חסwas 

d חGubbai Samuel Elijah Varulkar a ח,da סKamm 
. wed Rs סrr סgla b סAbraham Divekar Ch חסAar 
-rt סd m חj i Dwarkadas a חe Vasa חסm 40,0001ס - fr 
-a חf the Sy סuses סwareh חgaged with him seve 

rtgaged them with סm חtur חji i חgue. Vasa סg 
-y Dharamsey. Earlier, the Jamat סCassumbh 
 khaח a aח d the hס use adjס iח iח g had alsס beeח
 mס rtgaged with Cassumbhס y by the Kammס da.ח

, perty סrtgaged pr סver the m סrec סrder t חסl 
gue סag חf the · Sy ס) g חeral Meeti חthe Jamat (Ge 

-t חi סMarch 13, 1881, app חסg held חat its meeti 
Trustees :- (1) Elijah חg seve חwi סll סed the f 

Abraham חkar (Subhedar), (2) Reube חPe חסAar 
 Kס rlekar, (3) B. P. Bhס rupkar, (4) Sס lס mחס
 Rahamim Talkar, (5) Abraham Jacס ­b Talegaחס
 kar, (6) Beח jamiח Samsחס Ashtamkar (H.חס

iel Kurulkar חd (7) Abraham Da חSecretary, a 
.) Treasurer חס.H ( 

f M/s. Samuel סg חsisti חסmmittee c סA C 
Talkar חסm סl סShalcme Kurulkar, Rahamim S 

 aח d Reubeח Elijah Dudhkar was appס iח ted tס
g חwever, at its meeti סi me the Trust Deed. H ~ fr 

ded its חJuly 17, 1881, the Jamat resci חסheld 
g the Trust . Deed. ' As a חf frami חססluti סres 

Rahamim Talkar חסm סl סf this, M/s: S סresult 
ed fr6m חAshtamkar resig חסSams חjami חd Be חa 

. mmittee סg C חagi חthe Ma 

was סHaskel Abraham lsaji Divekar wh 
rmed סewly f חf the סMuccadam חda סKamm 

1885. He was succeeded by חPrayer Hall died i 
this Office חued i חti חסc סAbraham wh חסhis s 

-a חited with the Sy חtill the New Prayer Hall re-u 
y filed a 1890ס Cassumbh 1906ח. l חgue i סg 
ew Prayer חd the חgue a סag חst the Sy חsuit agai 

-t חu סf his debt which am סvery סr the rec סHall f 
ts חda חearly Rs. 1,00,000/-. The defe סחed t 

seph סses Rajpurkar, (2) J סwere :- (1) Dr. E. M 
) 4 ( , ses Malekar סEzekiel Rajourkar, (3) G. M 

& rupkar, (5) Nathu Awaskar סBalaii Pithaji Bh 
) 1 ( a חgue, a סag חted the Sy חreprese סthers wh ס

d (2) Abraham Haskel חses Divekar a סM חסSams 

f סry סmem 1871ח. l חdied i חba Hazza סEl 
-substitute was ap סח, us services סri סhis merit 

d his סg which peri חe year, du ri חסr סted f חi סp 
 family received his full salary as peח si.חס

: Anothe1· Prayer Hall 

 When the year wasס ver, there were twס
One was .חf Hazza סst סthe p סclaimants t 

d the חa חus Hazza סf the previ חססs ,חReube 
. gue סag חf the Sy סther was the Shamash ס
-f the Muccadam סassumed Office סHaskel, wh 
, f David Samuel Divekar סship after the death 
 favס ured the appס iח tmeח tס f a learח ed Hazzaח

f David סame חd the חr lraq a ח .סchi סm C סfr 
. suggested חwas eve חchi סm C סazi fr חAshke 
-f pre חססured the s סup fav סgr חסsiti ססp סThe;: 
-Elijah Rajpurkar. This re חus Hazzan, Reube סvi 

. a rift חsulted i 

rder סd assaults became the חFree fights a 
-dan Mucca סtually Kamm חd eve 1ח a ~ cf the da 
-a חg the Sy חdi חpped atte סdam Haskel Divekar st 

ed a new Prayer Hall חpe 1872ס they חgue. l סg 
a, which חthe Jamatkha סt t חg adjace חa buildi חi 

-e Kasambhoy Dha חסrtgaged with סm חwas the 
th חסramsi , who agreed to pay Rs. 75/- per m 

. r the three Warehouses סas rent f 

Removal of Haskel and Appointment of 
: ) 1872-1889 ( David Haeem Divekar 

August 19, 1872, Haskel Divekar was חO 
, his place David חd i חremoved from his Office a 

dan סHaeem Divekar, grandson of Dada Kamm 
-der of the Syna חu סof the f חd great g randso חa 
." Muccadam חgogue vvas elected as " Kammoda 
r סd auth חalist a חur סHe was a poet, dramatist, j 

. ks ססf eight b ס

-glas elected were :- (1) Havil סew Ch חThe 
dar Haeem Joseph Talkar, (2) Dr. Daniel Joseph 

lkar (Treasurer סch חTalkar, (3) Abraham D. Chi 
n Rahamim Talkar סm סl סSecretary) , (4) S & 

kar, (6) Samuel חWriter) , (5) Abraham S. Pe ( 
) 8 ( , rgharkar סB חסm סl סM. Killekar (7) David S 
-h E. Rajpur זכrupkar and Jose סHaskel Jacob Bh 

.) sef Master סkar (Y 

inted as סba Rajpurkar was app סReuben El 
Hazzan in the year 1872. After some years 
Chincholkar retired as " Gabbai " and in his 

. place Samuel Elijah Varulkar was elected 

Mortgage of Property and Suit for 
: Recovery of Debt 

f Haskel סg the Muccadamship חt was duri ו
-g was ex חgue Buildi סag חOivekar that the Sy 
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. ce again חסd peace חrder a סg back חgi חBri ,חrld 's pai סrelieve the w סwer t סGive us the p 



God counts the tears that for others are shed. 

tice of 1'h.e 'H.igh Court warned that it would be 
in the interest of all concerned if a compromise 

-is brought about and the two places of wor 
-ship re-united, lest the case might be prejudi 

ternal dissensions. This sound חced by the i 
 advice was accepted by all. The Kennesetlר

Bene lsrael Prayer Hall re-united with the parent 
-body, the 'Gate of Mercy' Synagogue as a re 

sult of the resolution passed to this effect at 
4, 1906. " Gate of וApri חסg חthe Jamat meeti 

Mercy" Synagogue also agreed to pay off the 
-accord חees. l חdebt of Rs. 4,000/- to the loa 

ance with the agreement arrived at between the 
two Houses of Worship, Sefer Torahs from the 

" eseth were brought to the " Gate of Mercy חKen 
, 1906 , 6 g of April חSynagogue in the early morni 

g by חamidst great jubilation, singing and danci 
ity חthe entire congregation . However, the u 
 brought about · was not appreciated by Samsoח

ds. They חkar, his relatives and frie חMazagao 
successful חthe procession. Being u מסtried to st 

neseth חin this attempt, they returned to the Ke 
and were glad to see the " Ner Tamid" lamp 

g which the leaders had forgotton to take חburni 
m. Mazgaonkar's Grou9 thought this ~ with th 

was a good opportunity to continue the Prayer 
Hall by borrowing a "Sefer Torah" from the 

this attempt חagogue. l חNew (Shaare Rason) Sy 
t succeed as Dadu Shet's סחso they did וa 

sons, Abasaheb סAbraham Haskel Divekar) tw ( 
d Chinu removed the 'Ner Tamid ' lamp by חa 

es ~ g the premi חteri חd e חof a סthe r חסg חclimbi 
ed וuths carr סdow. These two y חthrough a wi 
 out the jס b· with great courage aח d tact a~ח

f Mercy סthe 'Gate סught the lamp safely t סbr 
ed after ~ eseth was loc חחagogue. The Ke חSy 

d further וסav סrder t חסamp was removed i וthe 

. trouble 

-agogue at its meet חf the Sy סThe Jamat 
-April 4, 1906 also agreed that Kam חסing held 

dan Muccadam Daduseth, (Abraham Haskel סm 
Divekar) and Shalome Haeem Rajpurkar Kazi 

-d pri חurs a יס:rסuld have their hereditary h סsh 
·-d their fore חyed by them a סvileges as enj 

. fathers 

t חmpromise, a conse סAs a result of the c 
. Appeal No חdecree dated 15-6-1906, made i 

f the High 1901ס f 1408 . 771ס in the Suit No 
the חf Judicature at Bombay, wherei סurt סC 

mbay, David Joseph סf B סAdvocate General 
-ses Vakhrulkar and Ger סM חסm סl סS ,חSamso 
-Moses Malekar (Trustees), were the Appel חsho 

. seth ~ n rך~ th.e,rs :w.ho .r.epr_e_s_ented .K ס. Divekar and . 
 The twס sections were defeח diח g separately tס
, atefy חagogue property. Unfortu חsave the Sy 

d חthe Lower Court a חt succeed i סחhey did ~ 
st them. This חa heavy decree was passed agai 

effect meant complete loss of all property חi 
-t to the cre חu סf a huge am סt חplus the payme 
 pitor. lח additiחס the Keח neseth was asked tס
-th to the credi חpay a rent of Rs. 10/- per mo 

. or ~ 

 Siח ce the debts were not paid, in the yea·ו
1901 M. C. Dharamsey filed a suit in the High 

g Suit חf Judicature at Bombay, bei סurt סG 
-e חf the Be סsure סf 1901, for Forecl ס 771ס.N 
-mmunity's right to redeem the mort סlsrael C 

perties. Before the suit was filed, tfie סgaged pr 
agogue חrnembers of the "Gate of Mercy" Sy 

m סt of the properties fr חageme חseparated the Ma 
g three Trustees to חthe Prayer Hall, by appointi 

age the said properties. The three Trustees חa יr

 appointed were Mr. D. J. Sams,חס Mr. Solס moח
. Moses Malekar חסd Gersh חsses Vakrulkar a סM 

agogue Constitution, the חding the Sy חBy ame 
members סthree Trustees were made ex-offici 

, agogue חf the Sy סof the Managing Committee 
g the חf six members, excludi סnsisted סwhich c 

te סTrustees. While Trustees had a right of v 
ld סt eligible to h סחg, they were חat the meeti 
f סf President, Secretary or Treasurer סffices ס

. the Synagogue 

Appeal by the Synagogue against the 
Court's Decision : 

-ham סf M סur סfav חas decided i Vי\ The suit 
t of חageme חmed Cassim Dharamsey. The Ma 

file an appeal but סted t חgue wa סthe Synag 
 the attorneysס f the Syח agogue declined tס
t חamou חless certai חproceed with the appeal u 

advance. At this חaid to them i קf fees was ס

e חסחס,cture, the late Mr. D .J . Sams חcritical iu 
agogue came to the חf the Sy סof the Trustees 

al securities to the חסrescue by giving pers 
. eys חattor 

: Compromise arrived at 

urt while the Appeal was סthe High C חl 
kar and Khan חMazagao חg heard, Samso חbei 

eseth חPezarkar of Ken חסm סl סSaheb David S 
f the Court their claim סotice חbrought to the 

- /f Rs. 4,000ח t tס the Ke-ח which they had le ס

-pment created an alarm סew devel חeseth. This ח

-kins, Chief Jus חce Je חg situation, Sir Lawre חi 
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- ot failח col.ח Abraham Li חחca וot succeed. With it חחca וce חe Assista חWithout Divi 

 The Jamatס f the Syח agogue called upoח
-ts to cer חpayme חthe trustees to make certai 
-d Mr. Ger חs. Mr. D. J. Samson a חstitutio חi חtai 
-ed to pass the pay חMoses Malekar decli חsho 

come from the חd that the i חthe grou חסts חme 
agogue properties was to be applied for the חSy 

' f the members of the 'Gate of Mercy סefit חbe 
e חefit of the Be חt for the be סחd חagogue a חSy 

. ity חlsrael Commu 

was passed by the Jamat חother resolutio חA 
-May 4, 1919, whereby three additional trus חס
, ted, they were Dr. E. Moses חtees were appoi 

d Mr. Shalom חjekar a חBhi חMr. Abraham Reube 
ths of 1ח-laeem Rajpurkar Kazi. After three mo 

ation of חthe resig ,חf this resolutio סpassing 
the late Mr. Solomon Moses Vakrulkar who had 

earlier as a trustee חatio חsubmitted his resig 
-d the ap חof the Estate Trust was accepted a 

ed above חtio חt of the three trustee's me חtme חpoi 
. firmed by the Jamat חvas co \ 

our the חSince the Trustees refused to ho 
-of the Jamat, the Jamat of the Syna חresolutio 

the חst the Trustees i חgoguo fi led a suit agai 
at Bombay, Suit חHigh Court of Jurisdictio 
which the Jamat חg 951 of 1920, i חNumber bei 

come חprayed that it may be declared that the i 
f the Trust mentioned to be applied (i) to 'the ס

) agogue, (ii חupkeep of the " Gate of Mercy" Sy 
g to the said חi חfor the purpose of appertai 

efit of חagogue, (iii) otherwise for the be חSy 
d חsuch a way a חity i חe-lsrael Commu חthe Be 

su bject to such rules as the Jamat may from 
-d (iv) that it be de חe; a חtime to time determi 

ared, that Rules 4, 6 and 10 framed by the וc 
 Jamat are valid rules aח ­d that the Trust prס

e-lsrael חefit of the Be חperty is held for the Be 
ly for such חt o סחd חerally a חity ge חCommu 

ity as are members חmembership of the Commu 
d the חagogue, a חof the " Gate of Mercy" Sy 

t as חTrustees . be directed to make the payme 
-De חסgs חper resolution passed at its meeti 

. 1920 , 16 d February חcember 21 , 1919 a 

Decision of the Court 

, 1921 , vember סf 26th N סn סBy its decisi 
-f . the Plain סthe Court upheld the arguments 
-t iff and directed the Trustees· to make the pay 

21 st חסt as per the resolution passed חe 1דו 

D.ecember, 1919 and 16th February, 1920. Tne 
-urt also upheld the argument of the Plain סC 

t iff that the Trustees should pay the amount to 

5 

e Mohammed Cassim Dharamsey חסlants and 
dent, was arrived at by which חwas the Respo 

-a חcertain properties were restored to the Sy 
. gogue Trustees 

agogue and חof the Sy חio חce the re-u חSi 
ly due חut mai סthe Prayer Hall was brought ab 

, to the efforts of Shalome Haeem Rajpurkar Kazi 
-f the Synagogue passed a resolu סthe Jamat 
-Ereb Kip חס" ISHBERAKHA ~ m " ~ g h חgivi חt io 
-rs after his death. This prac וs he וpur and to h 

. ues חti חtice still co 

T erms of the Consent Decree : 

15-6-1906 the ס~t decree חse חBy the co 
-ap ח~firmed as bei חthree Trustees were co 
' pointed by the Jamat of the 'Gate of Mercy 

t had objected to the חSynagogue. (The defenda 
-tment of the Trustees). Power was reser חappoi 

ved to the Jamat to remove the said trustees 
d the trustees were חew ones a חt חd appoi חa 

g חagi חf the Ma סappointed Ex-Officio Members 
agogue. Under the חf the said Sy סmmittee סC 

m סt decree the proceeds fr חse חf the co סterms 
-the properties are to be applied for the pur 
" poses of the upkeep of the " Gate of Mercy 
-ago חagogue, for other purposes of the Sy חSy 
-gue and for the benefit of the Bene-lsrael Com 

ity in Bombay, subject to the rules of the חmu 
ich רJamat (General Body) of the Synagogue wl 

. may from time to time be determined 

Although all the godowns were not restored 
-to the Synagogue Trust, the Trustees, particu 

ded the חexte חlarly the late Mr. D. J. Samso 
somo חסg upper storeys חstructi חproperty by co 

-s and thereby increased the in חof the godow 
-/ 300 . f the Trust by way of rent from Rs סcome 

. Rs . 1, 150/- per month סt 

: Dispute Among the Members of the Synagogue 

About this time a split occurred in the 
d חagogue a חJamat of the "Gate of Mercy" Sy 
. to two parties, one led by D חit was divided i 

Moses חand the other by Solomo חJ. Samso 
s party was in 'חVakrulkar. Mr. D. J. Samso 

-1918 and Mr. S. M. Vakrul סpower from 1906 t 
. 1918 wer in סkar's party came into p 

-The first step taken by Mr. S. M. Vakrul 
nal סconstituti חd certai חkar's party was to ame 

· rules by which the three trustees ceased to be 
·-~~ mmitt סg C חagi חf the Ma סex-officio members 



, Abraham Gadkar's party, which was in power 
had proposed to assist the Home while the late 

. Dr. Jacob Ezekiel Talkar's party was against it 
eated d iscussions used to take place at the ו~ 

-Jamat meet ings. Certain members' right to ex 
ercise their votes were suspended by t he then 

. President, the late Mr. Moses Abraham Gadkar 
The aggrieved members filed a suit in the Hight 
Court of Bombay and as per the decision of the 
Court the voting rights of the members were 
restored . The election meeting that was held 
afte1· this lasted from about 7.00 p.m. to about 
5.00 a.m. the next morning . ln the following yea r 
the late Dr. Jacob Ezekiel Talkar's party came 

. in power 

The scheme of the late Mr. Gadkar's party 
succeed. Later events זsist the Home did no ~ to a 

proved that the contention of Dr. Jacob Ezekiel's 
. party in opposing the assistance was correct 

: Management of the Home 

-l'c is pertinent to state here that the Mana 
-gement of the Bene-lsrael Home for the Desti 

tutes and Orphans came over to the " Gate of 
. 1946 Mercy" Synagogue in the year 

-ln the initial stages, the Home was mana 
ged by seven Trustees, three each from the 
Bene-lsrael Benevolent Society and the 'Gate of 
Mercy ' Synagogue and one from the Bene-ls raol 

. Conference. The first two had contributed Rs 
10,000/- each and had agreed to contr ibute 

. Rs. 1 ,200/- per year for the upkeep of the Home 
. The Bene-lsrael Conference contributed Rs 

30,000/- and agreed to contribute certa in 
amount per year. Since the said Conference 
d id not meet for about 10 years and its yearly 

-contribution· was not received , its representa 
the management of the חסt ive ceased to be 

Home. Later the three representatives of the 
Bene-lsrael Benevolent Society also ceased to 
functions as a result of the Suit filed by the 

-late Mr. K. M. Elijah in the High Court of Bom 
bay. The plaintiff prayed that since the yearly 
grant from the Bene-lsrael Benevolent Societv 
was not received for a number of yea rs. it had 

. the said Home חסright to be represented סח

The Court upheld the argument of the olaintiff 
Since then all the six trustees are appointed 

. by the Synagogue 

The d isputes between the members of the 
Synagogue continued for a few years more. For 
want of availability of records and for want of · 

the Treasurer of the Synagogue for forwarding 
the same to the lnstitutions concerned, instead 

 of making direct payments, which was the cor-ר
. tention of the Trustees 

Rules No. 4 pertains to the appointment of ( 
Ministers. Hazzan & Kazi, Assistance to orphans 

destitutes, religious and secular educat1on to & 
-the poor children and youths, libraries, provid 

edical aid and grants to Housing רing free rr 
Societies, etc. Rule 6 empowers the Jamat 

eral Body) of the Synagogue at its meetinu חGe ( 
 to be held in March and August every year tט

sanction grants to institutions after studying the 
-budget sent by the Trustees. Rule No. 10 per 

mits the Jamat to Sanction grants at meeting 
other than in March and in August, subject to 

. the avai lability of funds with the Trustees 

One More Dispute (1926) : 

Another dispute arose between the party in 
power and the Opposition party in 1926. This 

the proposal of the party then in power חסwas 
-of constructing a Central Hall , while the oppo 

ised הe funds to be ut וtsition party wanting t 
for assist ing the poor widows & orphans and 

. providing educational needs of the poor youths 
-The cont roversy between the two parties reach 
-ed its highest pitch and it appeared that dis 

pute would have to be fought in the High Court 
-torum, resulting into great waste of money. For 

tunately, better counsels prevailed and through 
the intervention of Mr. Moses Samuel Penkar 

-and the efforts of Mr. Solomon Moses Vakru l 
kar and Mr. Shalom Haeem Rajpurkar Kazi, a 

-compromise vvas arrived Rt before the threaten 
. ed High Court litigation was actually launched 

As the result of the compromise the scheme 
of the Central Hall 1/11as abandoned and it was 
resolved to form an Endownment Fund of about 
Rs. 60,000/- with the object of providing qrants 

-as mentioned under Rules Nos. 4 and 6. (Refe 
.) rence to these was made earlier 

: ) 1932 ( Yet Another Dispute 

After the two disputes between the parties 
in the Synagogue, it was thought that peace 

. ould prevail. Unfortunately it was not to be י.וV

Another dispute arose over the question of 
assisting the Bene-lsrael Home for .Destitutes 

Orphans in the year 1932 or 1933. (l t appears & 
­/ 40,000 . that donation or debentures of Rs 

were to be purchased) . The late Mr. Moses 

Religion tends to speak the language of the heart, which is the 
language of friends , lovers, children and parents . 
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Reports and the Statement of Accounts : 

f the סg חeral Meeti חGe וua חחThe First A 
. 1878 , 7th December חסgue was held סag חSy 

dan Muccadam David סf the Kamm סce חabse חl 
 Haeem Divekar, whס wasחס Pס lice duty iח
e חס,) Rahamim Talkar (Writer חסm סl סAlibaug S 

ס f the Chס glas ,ס ccupied the Chair aח ­d cחס
ual חחg the A חg. At this meeti חducted the meeti 

r the סts f חu סf Acc סt חd the Stateme חrt a סRep 
27-9-1878 were read by סd 13-5-1878 t סperi 

-Secre חס-Ashtamkar, H חסSams חjami חMr. Be 
ed that the חסti חrt it is me סthis rep חtary. l 

ts חu סf acc סt חd the stateme חrt a סus rep סprevi 
-d state חrt a סrep סחce חt available si סחwere 

ual חחts were submitted. The A חu סf acc סt חme 
ued חti חסgue c סag חf the Sy סgs חeral Meeti חGe 

gs it was חbe held till 1899. At these meeti סt 
g with חce the meeti חmme סc סm t סthe cust 

g alive the חr keepi סthe Almighty f סPrayers t 
us סg the previ חgue duri סf the Synag סmembers 

r the סked f סinv סgs were als חyea1·. Blessi 
. future 

ess חte the busi ס·סחt permit t סחes סSpace d 
 traח sacted at the meetiח gs frס m 1878 tס 1899 ,
-d the state חrts a סd the rep סr which peri סf 

weve סts were published. H חu סf acc סts חme 
rts deserve סthese rep חed i חסti חitems me סtw 

 our atteח tiחס :-

r the סts f חu סf acc סt חthe stateme חa) l ( 
se days סth 31-12-1888ח (i סd 11-12-1888 t סperi 

be put סunts used t סf acc סts חthly stateme חסm 
חס the Syח agס gue Nס tice Bס ard) it is meח ti-חס

-de סwed t סrr סf Rs. 3,076/- was b סed a sum 
1885 f ס 90ס.r Suit N סses f חfray legal expe 

se was סr this purp סt f חt spe חu סd the am חa 
gue סag חf the Sy סRs. 3, 145/ -. A few members 

 had alsס cחס tributed tס wards the lס a.ח

r סSubhedar Maj סb) Tributes were paid t ( 
 Sardar Bahadur Mס she Bapuji Malekar, whס

1888 m סgue fr סag חf the Sy סTreasurer .חסwas H 
-ed the ac חtai חusly mai 1896ס. He meticul סt 
, ses, with the result חts, curtailed the expe חcou 
-debts were repaid (except to Cassambhai Dha 

f Rs. 1,834/- was סce חd small bala חramsey) a 
 iח the Syח agס gue Fuח d. He used tס putחס

f the סpy סard a c סtice B סgue N סag חthe Sy 
-r סf חr the i סts f חu סf acc סt חthly stateme חסm 

g away חof the members. After his passi חסmati 
 iח his s ,1896חס Gershחס Mס ses Malekar (whס

ver סk ססf the Trustees) t סe חסater became ו

. ry סthis hist חcluded i חt i סחspace these are 

. ed חסti חbe me סeeds t חf these סe חס, wever סH 

: Youth Group 

uth members סf y סrity סthe fifties a maj חl 
-tested the elec חסd c חup a סrmed a gr סhad f 
-m סg C חagi חf the Ma סthe membership סs t חסti 

f which סgue as a result סag חmittee of the Sy 
power חup came i סf this Gr סtatives חthe represe 

up was 1951ס. The first President of the Gr חi 
Mr. Emanuel E. Moses Rajpurkar. Owing to 

. up members Mr סg the Gr חסdisagreement am 
up. Mr. Arthur סm the Gr סRajpurkar resigned fr 

Samson was the President during the year 
m the 1952ס. But he submitted his resignation fr 

nths as he was סut six m סPresidentship after ab 
the Bench in the Small Causes סbe elevated t סt 

-mbay. Mr. Nissim A Reuben Bhin סf B סurt סC 
the vacancy caused due חjekar was elected i 

. n סf Mr. Sams סn סthe resignati סt 

:· Court Case ו·Anothe 

r an injunction סre suit was filed f סOne m 
agement of the Synagogue חprohibiting the Ma 

, 1952 , December חfrom holding the election i 
. the Plaintiffs Mr. M. A סrding t סce acc חsi 

n Samson, the names of סMoses and Mr. Aar 
fficially admitted סwere סthe new members wh 

-as members of the Synagogue after Septem 
right to vote סber 30, 1952 and therefore had n 

at the election meeting. lt is necessary to state 
here that under Rule No. 13, members enrolled 

ber 1, of a particular year are entitled סOct חס

December חn meeting i סto vote at the electi 
) 1920 practice (since חwever, i סf the year. H ס

r m.embership were received סns f סthe applicati 
-f September, which were consider סtill the end 
-vem סber and N סed by the Management in Oct 

. . r even in December ס· ber 

n סAs a result of the injunction, the electi 
, could not be held in the year 1952. However 

ok place in 1953 as the סtho said election t 
cedure adopted by סurt decided that the pr סC 

lling the members was סthe Management of enr 
re סf years and theref סvogue for a number חi 
se סt be said that the members wh סחuld סc ~ i 

. 1 ber סr to Oct סns were received pri סapplicati 
but admitted after September, were ineligible 

. meeting חסte at the electi סto v 

ng the סse am סrtunately disputes ar סUnf 
t last סחup itself and the Group did סyouth gr 

f its members actively סong, although some ו
. participated in the affairs of the Synagogue 

7 

. essly pursued וr exclude unnumbered pleasures harm סes not censure סn d סReligi 



t by the חappeal se חsider a חסc סpremises t 
 Russ-ס Jewish Cס mmitteeס f Lחס dחס fס r aid tס
-great dis חwere i סRefugees wh חthe Russia 

seph Ezekiel סThe late Mr. J חס.d חסL חtress i 
. ver the meeting . Mr סRajpurkar presided 

mbay סf the B סn-Secretary סH חסm סl סDavid S 
f סmmittee סJewish C ס-f the Russ סBranch 
f חססnclusi סn read the appeal, at the c סd חסL 
d חnate a סwhich Mr·. Rajpurkar made an impassi 
f סuched the hearts סg speech which t חvi סm 

ugh סt that alth חsuch an exte סse present t סth 
agement חt large the Ma סחthe gathering was 

. t סthe sp 350 /-חס . l lect Rs סc סwas able t 

(8) Centenary Celebrations : 

gue was סSynag f the סThe Centenary 
 celebrated frס m Tuesday, 12th May, 1896 tס

ur this סחסh סesday, 13th May, 1896. T חWed 
f the סg services חd eveni חing a חr סn m סccasi ס

. wded סvercr סgue were סag וSyr 

-g ser חf the eveni סmmencement סAt the c 
1ns were וvice, 100th, 8th, 134th and 104th Psa 

g חuri ט. n סngregati סchanted by the assembled c 
, f the Law סre the reading סthe service bef 

& n ססf M/s. David Sass ס. ses, J. P סMr. S. M. M 
f סny סrm the cerern סperf סwas requested t ס.C 
-n סgue, which he kindly c סnaming the Synag 
) g the Tebah (Bima חdi חasce חO .סd סsented t 

have been asked ו, ses said "Brethren סMr. M 
rm סperf סgue t סf the Synag ס. by the warden 

f naming this סny סst interesting cerem סthe m 
-r this privi סured f סn סfeel h ו. d סf G סuse סH 
-be pre סlege. lt has given me great pleasure t 
-ur סgratulate חסday. We must c ס-sent here t 

d Jubilee חסr being present at its Sec סselves f 
-m סsincerely trust that the Bene-lsrael C וand 

sperity סy the peace, pr סng enj סmunity may l 
f Her סder the beneficial rule חand happiness u 

us Majesty, the Queen Empress סst Graci סM 
gue סand that they may attend this Synag 

 with their children fס r generatiס ns tס cס me .ו
rm the pleasant task סperf סceed t סw pr סwill n 

ke the סhumbly inv ו, me. Brethren סentrusted t 
-n all lsrael espe סf the Almighty up סblessings 

use סand this h חסgregati חסn this c סcially up 
and 1 name it "SHAAR-HARAHAMIM" - ''GATE 
OF MERCY" SYNAGOGUE by which name it 

fervently וrth be called . And סuld hencef סsh 
here will be חסpray that the services carried 

. ly Father חur Heave סmercifully accepted by 
 Ame ח".

d חf the Treasurership a סsibilities 1חסhe resp 
 fס llס wed iח the fסס tstepsס f his dear father iח

. ts חu סf acc סce חper maintena סthe pr 

, mportant Ceremonies and Celebrations וSome 
: etc. held at the Synagogue 

. uary 30, 1879, Mrs. Squires & Rev חJa 1ח) O ( 
peans visited the סEur סgwith tw חסJ. Samuel al 

re סSamuel lsaaji Pingle b חgue, whe סag חSy 
. r the lighting arrangements סthe expenses f 

iel David חe Da 2 8 , 1880 ,חס) On August ( 
 Bhastekar ,ס rigiח ally a Beח e-lsrael, was agaiח

ce he חJudaism at hiS request si סverted t חסc 
r offering סgue f סag חy Sy חt attend a סחuld סc 

us year סf the previ סr twelve months סPrayers f 
-t זmm סffence c סr an סned f סas he was impris 

the Army serving חted by him while he was i 
." ldier סas a "S 

r סAugust 29, 1880, Special Prayers f 13ח) O 
the persecuted Afghan Jews, were recited by 

n סseph Penkar and a serm סme J סHazzan Shal 
, n Ashtamkar סwas delivered by Benjamin Sams 
-y the Haz כlחw סfar was bl סSecretary. Sh חס.H 

the "Times חt was published i חu סThis acc ח.za 
. 1880 , 31 f lndia" in its issue dated August ·ס

ses Rajpurkar Kazi Father 4ס) Mr. Haeein M ( 
ed a חf Shalome Haeem Rajpurkar, maintai ס

f סn סappreciati חgue, i סthe Synag חgarden i 
f Rs. 10/- in סwhich he was presented a sum 

. 1880 the year 

-5) On Sunday, the March 19, 1882, the Bene ( 
" bserved "Fast סmmunity in Bombay סls ,·ael C 
n סr the fierce persecuti סDay f חסand Humiliati 
-seph Rajpur סf Russian Jews. The late Mr. J ס

-cca סr the סsed special prayers f סmp סkar c 
f סn which were recited at the "Gate סsi 
. Mercy" Synagogue after which the late Mr 

n. The expenses סRajpurkar delivered a serm 
rne סn were b סecti חחסthis c חr the publicity i סf 

as חw סחw k סח, gue סag חby the New Sy 
." SHAARE-RASON " 

nvened סmmunity c סf the C 6ס) A meeting ( 
Synagogues and סunder the auspices of tw 

-d Kenneseth Bene חOld, New a ~ Prayer Hall viz 
uary 2, 1891, held at חJa חסlsrael Prayer Hall 

issue סgue premises decided t סthe Old Synag 
r the persecuted סr the relief f סappeal f חa 

. . Russian Jews 

December 2, 1891, a General Meeting 7ח) O ( 
gue סity was held in the Synag חmmu סf the C ס

. experience חf the deepest huma סice סn - that v סReligi 
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. the waves of time חthe rock. The rest are tossed upo חis built upo חThe true religio 

: SOURCES 

1) The two plaints i.e. (i} Appeal No. 1408 in ( 
-Suit No. 771 of 1901 filed by the Synago 

& ; gue for the recovery of the warehouses 
-a חii) Suit No. 981 of 1920 filed by the Sy ( 

. st the Trustees חgogue agai 

-2) Records left by the Late Mr. Joseph Eze ( 
. kiel Rajpurkar 

3) Report of the Samaji Hasaji ("Gate of ( 
agogue from May 13, 1878 to חMercy" ) Sy 

. 1899 , 31 December 

Prayer וneseth Bene-lsrae 4ח) Articles of Ke ( 
Hall by the late Shalome Haeem Rajpurkar 

. Kazi 

agogue" - By חOur New Sy " 5חס) Article ( 
. Shapurkar .ו.ו. the late Mr 

f the סF rom 1796 to 1889 the management 
Gate of Mercy" Synagogue were carried out " 

. by Kammodan Muccadams, i.e 

: 1797 -1796 
. dant Samuel Ezekield Divekar חComma 

: 1846 -1797 

. Dada Kammodan David Samuel Divekar 
. of Samuel Ezekiel Divekar חסAdopted s 

: 1872 -1846 
. Haskel Abraham lsaaji Divekar 

. Haskel was the son of Abraham lsaaji Divekar 

: 1889 -1872 
 Appoiח tmeח ­t of David Haeem Divekar as Kammס

place of Haskel Abraham חMuccadam i חda 
m the סved fr סlsaaji Divekar who was rem 

ס ffice by the Jamat of the Synagogueחס

. 1872 , 19 August 

n of DADA Kammodan סDavid was the grands 
under of the סof the f חdso חand great gra 

Synagogue, Samuel Ezekiel Divekar. After his 
-a חt of the Sy חageme 1889ח, the ma חdemise i 

d is being carried out by an חgue was a סg 
. mmittee סelected C 

: 1885 -1872 
-Mucca חHaskel Abraham Divekar was Kammoda 
. eseth .Bene lsrael' Prayer Hall חf 'Ken סdam 
-After his death in 1885 the Kammodan Mucca 

Abraham played חסugti his s סdamship ceased, th 
the affairs of the Prayer Hall חa leading role i 

' f Mercy סed the 'Gate חit rejoi חtill 1906 whe 
. agogue חSy 

9 

f the Law Mr. Joseph סAfter the reading 
f the University of Bombay and סEzekiel, Fellow 

 a Justiceס f the Peace, preached a discס urseחס
, rals taught by its rules סd the m חthe Jubilee a 

g for his test Leviticus XXV-10, which · was חtaki 
s חstructive as his sermo חd i חve.ry impressive a 
-always were. He then offered the Prayers com 

Hebrew, English and חposed by himself, i 
. Marathi 

of the חkar, Hazza חMr. Shalome Joseph Pe 
ducted the greater portion חSynagogue who co 

Her חgs upo חvoked blessi חf the service then i ס
r סחrd Sandhurst the Gover סMajesty and for L 

n of the סmbay. The concluding porti סof B 
th סseph Ezekiel . B סservices· was read by Mr. J 

, ing services חd the eve חg a חi חafter the mor 
-g חd the Tebah with si חcircuits were made rou 

the חסf the Law as סlls סg Scr חd carryi חg a חi 
. rah Day סSimhat T 

-m סber 29, 1896, Special Prayers c סOct 9ח) O ( 
seph Ezekiel Rajpurkar were סposed by Mr. J 

e forbearance חg divi חrecited by him for implori 
view חthe public at large i חסn סmpassi סd c חa 

nic Plague Fever - that laid such סo·r the Bub 
gue. The day סa heavy hand - at the Synag 

." was also observed as a " Fast 

: Presentation to the Synagogue 

 ) WHEN the Sy (1ח agס gue was built iח 1796 ,
-t חaji Samuel Malyankar Maistry prese חone Ta 
-me חgue i סag חthe Sy סed "Tebah " (Bima) t 
 mory of his sחס Rahamim, who died iח 1786 ,
t סחthat the said Tebah should חditio חco חס

. be removed till " MESSIAH" arrives 

." rah סgue secured a " Sefer T סt2) THE Synag 
 fiftyס- ne years after its establishmeח t (lח 1847 (.

-Raha ח)n (Silema סlom סJuly 8, 1880, S 3ח) O ( 
" ted " Net Tamid חmim Talkar, (Writer) prese 

Ner " סחLamp. lt appears that there was 
-this pe סgue upt סag חthe Sy חTamid" Lamp i 

abi Chairs חחHa ססd Eliyah חa חסd. Circumcisi סri 
n סted by Aar חal Hekhal were prese חrigi סd חa 

of lsaaji Ezekiel חdso חAbraham Divekar, gra 
-f Samuel Eze סther סDivekar, who was the br 

r Sefer Torahs סs f חw סcr חkiel Divekar. Golde 
. ted by Mrs. Ladubai Pezarkar חwere prese 

Silver Mezuzah with beautiful silver chain was 
d his wife Elisheba חrdechai a סted by M חprese 

Mordechai Haeem Mhedekar (Elisheba was the 
jamin חd Barukh Be חsister of Moses, Elijah a 

.) Gadkar 



uses סf the wareh חססrati סthe rest סr t סPri 
-mise arrived at bet סmpr סf the c סas a result 
d חagc;gue a חf the Sy סthe Trustees חwee 

reasury 1906ז the חMahomed Kassim Dharamsey i 
wever by סst empty. H סagogue was alm חf the Sy ס

t חgue had accumulated sufficie סag 1915ח the Sy 
f the סts חm the re סceeds fr סf pr סey by way חסm 

 warehס uses, doח atiחס s aח d biddiח g amס uח t. lח
ity, a חmmu סf the c סeeds חt חassess urge סrder t ס

f סg חsisti חסted c חi סmmittee was app סSpecial C 
g three Trustees by the חcludi חs, i חסpers חfiftee 

mmittee סvember 26, 1916. This C סN חסJamat 
-: f pres סs חסluti סd s חmme סrec סwas requested t 

 siח g cס mmuח al prס blems iחס rderס f their pri-ס
-mmittee submitted its re סrity. This Special C 

f the סd the Jamat חMarch 31, 1918 a חסrt סp 
, 8 May חסrt סsidered this rep חסgue c סag חSy 

s, gists חסluti 1918ס. The Jamat passed eight res 
­: ws סll סof which are as f 

: Resolution No. 100: Central Synagogue 

-m סf the Special C חססdati חmme סThe rec 
t סחgue was סtral Synag חbuild a Ce סmittee t 

. ved סappr 
: Resolution No. 101 : Appointment of Ministers 
-f the com סlved that a member סlt was res 
-g, ca חHebrew readi חis expert i סity wh חmu 

gue סag חthe Sy חg services i חducti חf co סpable 
-Marathi, be con חs i חסand delivering serm 
. ut delay סt of Hazan with חtme חsidered for appoi 

: Resolution No. 102 : Orphanage and Asylum 
d חce a חde חסg the corresp חsideri חAfter co 
d חg Committee a חagi חf the Ma סs חthe resolutio 

ut the Orphanage and סce 1910 ab חthe Jamat si 
f the חססluti סr and the res ססr the p סAsylum f 

at רig t חlvi סAugust 1, 1915 res חסJamat held 
. f Rs סtal value חapproximate re חf a סuse סa h 

th should either be built or leased 35חס/- per m 
f the סd destitutes, the Jamat is חr a 9סס r the סf 

-e חrate with the Be סllab סuld c סthat it sh חסi חpi ס
asylum חr building a סciety f סlent S סlsrael Benev 

be made by the סt חסntributi סvided the c סpr 
tne סciety is equal t סt S חle סev חe-lsrael Be חBe 

. agogue i.e חmade by the Sy חסtributi חסc 
.-/ 10,000 . Rs 

: Resolution No. 103: Charitable Dispensary 
 Resס lved that a Free Charitable Dispe-ח
 sary beס peח ed iח sס me cס nveח ieח t placeחס
 behalfס f this Syח agס gue aח d fס ­r this Dispeח

e-lsrael be חr M.B.B.S. , Be ס. sary, a L.M. & S 

"GATE OF MERCY'' SYNAGOGUE 
SOLUTIONS OF PRESSING COMMUNAL PROBLEMS 

,, ses, M.D סr. Dr. E. M סct סted as a D חi סapp 
d.) be חסd Dr. A. S. Erulkar, M.D. (L חJ.P., a 

s of חg Physicia חsulti חסrary C סחסted as H חi סapp 
. sary חthis Dispe 

Resolution No. 104: Technical & lndustrial 
: Education 

 Siח ce the Beח e-lsrael Cחס fereח ce Educatioח
 Fuח d has decided tס provide techח ical aח ­d iח
g חr but deservi ססthe p סt חdustrial educatio 
 youths iח the cס mmuח ­ity, it is resolved to coח
ur סr atleast f סum f חחtribute Rs. 500/- per a 
 years to thP said Educatiחס Fuח dחס ­the coח
s חa סf these l סts חs that \i) the recipie חסditi 
-a חf Mercy" Sy סas the "Gate חw סחuld be k סsh 

f the סtatives חreprese סlars; (ii) tw סgue sch סg 
-m סg C חagi חthe Ma חסagogue will serve חSy 

. d חf the B.l .C.E. Fu סmittee 
Resolution No. 105 : Free Education in 

: Marathi & Hebrew 
-r teach סclasses f חpe סlved to סlt was res 

 iח gס f Hebrew readiח g, if possible with mea-ח
with the New חratio סllab סin c חg to childre חi 

their חgue ("SHAARE RASON " ) either i סag חSy 
. ient place חve חther co סy חr at a סgue סag חSy 

: Resolution No. 106 : Books for Library 
ed to חסcti חf Rs. 500/- be sa סThat a sum 

oks סg b חtherhood for purchasi סthe lsraelite Br 
d Jewish חa חסHebrew literature, Jewish religi חס

 history prס vided the B-rotherhסס d agree tס ­coח
tribute atleast Rs. 250/- towards the purchase 

f סlve that a sum סks. Further res סof the bo 
-ther סthe Br סated t חסum be d חחRs. 100/- per a 

that the חסditi חסc חסur years סr f סd f ססh 
um חחtributes .Rs. 30/- per a חd co סtherho סBr 

. ks ססre b סg the Library with m חfor equiopi 
-di חסc חcertai חחסwas give חatio חסThe d 

f which was that the סe חt o חrta ס!יim חs, a חtio 
take back the סgue will have the right t סag חSy 

 bס oks purchasedס ut of its cחס tributiחס s, iח
d itself ססcase the Library or the Brotherh 

. ceases to exist 
: 107 . Resolution No 

-n סlved that the c סusly res סim חa חlt was u 
ther schemes framed by the סf חססsiderati 

-up after the re חmmittee be take סSpecial C 
st סed m חסti חve me סg the ab חn regardi סsoluti 

mpletely סc חt of the scheme have bee חrta סimp 
. effect סt חcarried i 

u make סEducate men without religion and •r " 
." them but clever devils 

." f it סt חcide חot a casual i ח, f life סshould be the rule חסReligi " 
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INTRODUCTION : 

 SYNOPSIS OF SYNAGOGUES IN INDIA AND PAKISTANר
) e חGadkar (Pu חjami חiel Elijah Be חBy Da 

: AHMEDABAD 

, 1. " MAGEN ABRAHAM" SYNAGOGUE 
, lla, Opp. Parsi Agiary סh סBukhara M 

. AHMEDABAD 

. ated by Dr 1906חס a Prayer Hall - d חl 
f סe חסer st חr סAbraham Eru lkar. The c חסm סl סS 

d the 19-10-1933ח a חסgue was laid סag חthe Sy 
-d Sep חס 2חny was ·held סcerem חסsecrati חסc 

. 1934 , tember 
: BOMBAV 

" SHAAR HARAHAMIM" - " GATE OF 1. 
.) 1796 ( , MERCY" SYNAGOGUE 

. 003 mbay-400 254ס, Samuel Street, B 
) 1843 ( " SHAARE RASON " SYNAGOGUE 2. 

, pura Street חta 90ח, . Ta 
. 003 mbay-400 סB 

ry סr details, please see the article 'Hist סF 
. gue סag חf Mercy" Sy סf the " Gate ס

) 1861 ( , " MAGEN DAVID" SYNAGOGUE 3. 
, ad, Byculla סSir J. J. R 

. 008 mbay-400 סB 
m the סreceived fr חסtributi חסm c סBuilt fr 

. s חססf Sass סuse סH 

i . " KENESETH BENE-ISRAEL" PRAYER ' 
) 1872 ( ) HALL (Malyavarchi Masjid 

, pura Street חta חTa 
, gue סag חSy חסOpp. Shaare Ras 

. 003 mbay-400 סB 

f the סry סr details see article " Hist סF 
. gue סag חf Mercy" Sy סGate '' 

" 5. " KENESETH ELIYAHOO 
) 1884 ( , SYNAGOGUE 

, rt סdhi Marg, F חDr. V. 8 . Ga 
. 023 mbay-400 סB 

. f E. D חססs ,חססb Sass סBuilt by Sir Jac 
 Sass.חסס

" " THE TIPHERETH ISRAEL 6. 
) 1886 ( , SYNAGOGUE 

. 011 mbay-400 סad, B 92ס, Clarke R 

 lח spiteס f twס Beח e-lsrael Syח agס gues iח
-a חther Sy סחr a סecessity was felt f חmbay the סB 
 gס gue at Jacס b Circle due tס the iח crease iח

as חw סחthere. A Prayer Ha\\ k חסpopulaf i 
the חb Circle Prayer Hall was started i סJac 

g חf the buildi סted premises חa re חyear 1886 i 
 kסח wח as Talegaס kar Buildiח g. Mr. Beח jamiח

Secretary חס.was the H סAshtamkar wh חסSams 

x יThe significant features in Jewish Orthodo 
• Synagogues and Prayer Halls 

theism. The סחסf m חססJudaism is a religi 
a חt features i חrta סstitute the imp חסg c חwi סfoll 

-: gue סag חJewish Sy 

the חr images i סidols 1סח. There are 
. d Prayer Ha\I חgue a סag חSy 

 C .2חס tiח uס us burח iח gס f aח oilו amם iח
.) id ~ ative metal vessel (Ner Ta ס~a dec 

e וfver t סs חסrati 3ס. The picturesque dec 
-llec סthe Ark which is a c סce t חtra חe 

. f Judaism סls סf religious symb חססti 

 The Tablets of Te .4ח Cס mmaח dmeח ts lח
p סthe t חסglish, fixed חd E חHebrew a 

ets חWall . They are the te חf Wester ס

ס f the coח duct tס wards Gס d aח d maח
ral law in סf m סce חd are the esse חa 

the Bible, these סg t חJudaism; accordi 
t חu סthe M חסses סM סt חlaws were give 

tablets by סtw חסgraved up חai e חSi 
. d סG 

 A frame co .5ח taiח iח g a message iח
ear the Hekhal , the חg חHebrew is hu 

f which is "THIS חססslati חglish tra חE 
IS THE HOUSE OF THE LORD' WHERE 

' THE PIOUS COME TO LEARN 

ce to חtra חg the e חveri סme c 6ס. The d 
Hebrew 'HEKHAL חHoly Ark is called i 

side the Ho\y Ark are חHAKKODESH' . l 
' lls the 'SEFER TORAHS סkept Holy Scr 

d a lamp dedicated חA special chai r a ד.

 iח hoסח urס f the Prס phet Eliyahסס Ha-ח
. abi ח

· delab חca חched golde חbra 8ח. The seve 
· ecle called 'MENO חf the Teber סrum 

.' RAH 

 A separate gallery or acc .9ס mmodatiחס
. ged חr ladies is arra סf 

g חr readi סrm (Tebah) f 10ס. A raised platf 
is חסgregati חסthe c סthe prayers t 

. tre חthe ce חbuilt i 

. f David 11ס . The shield 
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." d חfrie סחhas סf him. wh סa חthe frie ~ חסReligi " 

f the New Prayer Hall . A חססrmati סthe f חi 
t סח, pura חMada חd was acquired i חf la סt סpl 
-a חg a Sy חr buildi סb Circle f סm Jac סfar away fr 
, 29 March חסsecrated חסgue which was c סg 

structed later חסg was c 1931ח. A separate buildi 
guc, the upper סag חf the Sy סd חu סmp סthe c חi 

-the mem סed t חa סf which are l סrs ססfl סtw 
g marriage חldi סr h סity f חmmu סf the c סbers 

-s. lt has the largest mem חסther recepti סd חa 
. bership 

amed "Mrs. Rebeccabai Samuel חסחA Pavili 
was חסstructi חסr its c סsible f חסwas resp סwh 

ס peח ed fס r the useס f the cס mmuח ity iח 1983 .

f the סd חu סmp סthe c חs i דwhich חס,This Pavili 
, s חסg recepfi חldi סr h סt f חgue is mea סag חSy 

. g plays, etc חstagi 

) 1925 ( , "RODEF SHALOM 1
' SYNAGOGUE 9. 

, ad, Byculla 36ס, Sussex R 
. 027 mbay-400 סB 

f סgue סag חly sy חסThis is the 
) d was started by Dr. (Miss חJews a 

10. "PAREL BENE-ISRAEL PRAYER 
) 1930 ( 

 This Prayer Hall was clס sed dס wח iח 1978 .

. gue סag חthe Sy חmembership i סחThere was 
gue סag חf the Sy סce חa חte חr the mai סses f חExep 

. s חסati חסwere met by d 

11. "KURLA BENE-ISRAEL PRAYER 
) 1946 ( ", HALL 

, y, 275 S. C. Barve Marg חסl סJewish C 
. 070 mbay-400 סKurla (West), B 

the Suburbs חly Prayer Hall i חסThis is the 
. mbay סi B ·ס

) 1930 ( , 12. A TEMPORARY PRAYER HALL 
. 050 mbay-400 סdra, B חBa 

d חa חסSaheb R. Sams חses, Kha סDr. E. M 
g prayers חldi סdra started h חBa חg i חthers stayi ס

-Sim סm New Year t סlidays fr סg High H חduri 
-ses ' resi סm at Dr. E. M ססa r חrah i סhath T 

New Year חסce; later services were held חde 
ly. After the departure חסm Kippur סd Y חEreb a 

, ses סf Dr. E. M חססses, s סuel E. M חf Mr. Ema ס

se. A סr this purp סted every year f חa Hall is re 
 cemetery was started iח The Prayers me .­1946ח

dra חised by the Ba חrga סve are סed ab חסti 
, me derived סc חd the i חJewish Cemetery Trust a 
, liday services סg the High H חldi סf h סas a result 

. the Trust סsferred t חis tra 

rmed סref 
. J. Jhirad 

" HALL 

: CALCUTTA 
) 1823 ( , NEWEH SHALOM" SYNAGOGUE " ר.

, e חLa 9חס, Jacks 
. 001 Calcutta-700 

d חgue a סag חf Mercy" Sy סf the "Gate ס
ds חd their frie חsalkar a סGh חjami חBe חסm סl סS 

g the Prayer חr buildi סsible f חסly resp חwere mai 
as the 'Tiphereth חw סחbe k סHall. lt came t 

gue was סag 1896ח. The Sy חgue' i סag חlsrael Sy 
-a 23חrd March, 1924. This Sy חסsecrated חסc 

the סt חסti חg its atte חgivi חgue has bee סg 
 causeס f the educatiחסס f the pסס r childreח

at times חd eve חa חסcepti חce its i חever si 
. t permit סחits budget did חwhe 

) 1888 ( , 'ETZ HAEEM' PRAYER HALL 7. 
, e חss La סd Cr 19 , 2ח, Umarkhadi 

. 009 mbay-400 סB 
ly a חסt סחgue-Prayer Hall - is סag חA Sy 

f Assembly סuse סa H סf Prayer, but als סuse סH 
, view חbject i סf Study. With this סuse סd a H חa 

t, Secretary חHaeem Samuel Kehimkar, Preside 
w (סחl ססf the lsraelite Sch סd Treasurer חa 
 kסח wח as Sir Elly Kadסס rie Schסס ­l) had prס

' as 'ETZ HAEEM חw סחvided the Prayer Hall k 
the חs life) i חs tree, Haeem mea חETZ mea ( 

­: f סbjects סd with the חu סmp סl C ססSch 
rship סr DIVINE W סity f חrfu סpp סg חa) givi ( 

f סg חdi חdersta חHebrew with the u חi 
, g חi חthe mea 

 ) b) prס vidiח g fס r Sermחס s aח d lecturesחס
, us subjects סReligi 

 ) c (ס rgaח isiח g a Chס ir aח d reduciח ­g Cחס
d חrder a סre סm חסal service חסgregati 

, e חdiscipli 
of חסg publicati חitiati חd i חg a חd) helpi ( 
, Marathi חi חסJewish Religi חסks ססb 

. l ססthe Sch סetary help t חסg m חderi חe) re ( 
d חks a ססts with b חr stude ססg p חf) helpi ( 
s חסr reas סately, f חrtu סf חg. U חthi סcl 

the 'Prayer Hall ' was shifted ח,w סחk חu 
. d after Mr חu סmp סl c ססm the Sch סfr 

the 1908ס. True t חKehimkar's death i 
ues חti חסf the Prayer Hall, it c סbject ס

s חסstituti חl סs t חסati חסtribute d חסc סt 
f סeeds חal חסthe educati סthat cater t 

 the pסס r childre.ח
) 1904 ( , "MAGEN HASIDIM" SYNAGOGUE 8. 

, med Shahid Marg, Agripada סh 8ס, M 
. 011 mbay-400 סB 

f סt חyears after the establishme חEightee 
ther סחb Circle, a סthe first Prayer Hall at Jac 

cality סthe same l חvided i סPrayer Hall was pr 
-f diffe סeed but because חf its סt because סח

 reח cesס fס piח iחס amחס gst the membersס f tחlי
b Circle סas "Jac חw סחfirst Prayer Hall. lt was k 

as חw סחpularly k סp חNew Prayer Hafl", the 
 " Daח dסס lkar's Prayer Hall', siח ce Beח jamiח

le סg r חlkar had played a leadi ססd חDa חסSams 
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wer with dials סck t סin 1760 and the square cl 
man f.igures and סin Hebrew, Malayalam and R 

-d car חf a beautifully gilded a סn סnstructi סthe c 
-the Torah Scrolls. Gleam חtai חved Ark to co 
d חrah a סing silver cases were made for the T 

1805, the חver them. l סc סs t חcrow חlde סthe G 
e of his חסcore presented חMaharajah of Trava 

-gue. This is the first Syna סthe Synag סs t חw סcr 
wealth חסmm סthe c חexistence i חgue that is i סg 

-rld. The syna סthe w חldest i סf the סe חסand 
gue has been declared as a high historical סg 

 mס numeח t aח d a "Tס urist Centre" by the G-ס
. dia חf l סvernment 

) 1614 ( , 3. " CHENNAMANGALAM" SYNAGOGUE 

, namangalam חJew Street, Che 
. Cochin, Kerala 

.) sed סce cl 1916ח: si חRebuilt i ( 

) 1781 ( , 4. " PARUR" SYNAGOGUE 
, rth Parur סJew Street, N 

. Kerala ,חchi סC 
, 5. THE KUMBAKAM SYt'JAGOGUE 

, akulam חJew Street, Er 
. Kerala ,חchi סC 

.) sed סce cl חRebuilt in 1939 (si 

, 6. KADAVUMBAGHAM SYNAGOGUE 
. Ernakulam ,Kerala 

. sed סSince cl 
gues סthe Synag ווf a סfeature ח-mmo סA c 

the חסr Bimah סhave a Teba סin Kerala, is t 
. gue סf the Synag סtre חthe ce חther i סחd a חp a סt 

r reading the law and סThe top one is used f 
r services during the Sabbath and Festivals סf 

ary חrdi סr the סe is used f חסm סtt סd the b חa 
) nal prayers סd Musaph (addit i חdaily prayers a 

d Festivals. lt is said that Ezra חSabbath a חס
be סsuggest that the Law is t סwas the first t 

. rm סm a raised platf סread fr 

: DELHI 
 JUDAH HYAM HALL .1 , )ב 956 (

, ad סR 2ח, Humayu 
. New Delhi 

This prayer hall was built by the Jewish 
n, whס rmed iח 1949 . ich was f סciati סWelfare Ass 

ry סmem חt is named as " Judah Hyam Hall" i ו
Bahadur Dr. Judah Hyam, the חof the lat8 Kha 

 fatherס f the dסחס r, Dr. Rachel Judah whס
-n סwards its c סf Rs. 4,000/- t סdonated a sum 
r סtre f חserves as a ce סn. The Hall als סstructi 

se סr this purp סterfaith studies. F חJewish and i 
d חmpleted a סthe Hall was c סnex.e t חa חa 

) 1856 ( , 2. "BETH-EL" SYNAGOGUE 
, llack Street 26ס, P 

. 001 Calcutta-700 

seph Ezra and סlt was built by David J 
-vated and enlar סחEzekiel Judah and later re 

nal סme Gubbay at his pers סged by Elias Shal 
ver 100 Sepharims סe time it had חסst. At סc 

. 30 ut סnly ab סday there are סbut t 

) 1884 ( , 3. " MAGEN DAVID" SYNAGOGUE 
, 109-A, Canning Street 

. 001 Calcutta-700 

gue was in a סme" Synag סNeweh Shal " 
f repairs. Elias David סr want סbad state f 

· the1 סbuild an סseph Ezra was requested t סJ 
f his סSynagogue, which he did in memorv 

. 1882 died . in סseph Ezra, wh סfather David J 
gue in the East. A סThis is the largest Synag 

ificent structure, its architecture has been חmag 
uter walls are of סrs. The סpraised by all visit 

talian וr is סmellow red grey brick. The interi 
f Art. The סrk סique w חin design and is a u 

, ral designs סp with fl סthe t חסrned סpillars ad 
m Paris. There are 3 cut-glass סrted fr סimp 

. liers סelectr 

4. " MAGEN ABOTH " SYNAGOGUE, (1897) 
25, Blackburn Lane, 
Calcutta. 

) 1933 ( " 5. "SHA'AREH RASONE 

-n סr the c סy f סlt was started by A. Levr 
. f ill -health סns סr reas סf those who, f סvenience 

rth Calcutta, where all סn סgo t סwere unable t 
. gues are situated סthe Synag 

: COCHIN 

) 1345 ( , " JEWISH" SYNAGOGUE 1. 
. re, Kerala סn סCrang 

.) sed סsince cl ( 

) 1568 ( , " PARDESHI " SYNAGOGUE 2. 
, wn, Mattancherry סJew T 

. chin , Kerala סC 

, f Spanish סBui lt by the descendants 
 Dutch and other Eurס pean Jews. lt standsחס

unds near the Palace of the Maharajah סthe gr 
king a Hindu Shrine, wh ich ססver-l ס, chin סf C ס

f the Jews ס· ns סrdial relati סstrates the c חסdem 
n סnstructi סf Kerala. ln the c סple סwith the pe 
-nut milk was used in סc סgue, c סf the Synag ס

-rtar. lts gleam סr mixing the m סf water f סstead 
 ing brass pulpit, exquisite willס w patternedח)ס

m China סught fr סidentical) , Chinese tiles br סtw 
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. d סf Almighty G סuse סs H חBeth-el" mea " 
the חldest i סf the סe חסgue is סag חThis Sy 

gue has a special סag חDistrict. This Sy חka חסK 
y חlt is believed by ma ח.w סf its סce חifica חsig 
'1 r סi.e. prayer f חws are take סthat whatever v 
child etc. are fulfiח d the parties cחס ­cerח lled a 

y after חסabi cerem חחHa ססrm Eliyah סed perf 
. ws סf their v סt חthe fulfilme 

-: .P.Sח agס gues, built iח These first three Sy 
-spira חthe i סDistrict were due t חka חסK 

m סt received fr חurageme סc חd e חa חסti 
was סShurrabi, wh סm סHacham Shel 

. gue סag חSy חסf the Shaare Ras חסHaza 
 He died iח 1856 .

" "KENESSETH ISRAEL .1 

) 1849 ( , SYNAGOGUE 
, saley סTaley, Gh 

 Maח gaחס.
 Burח t iח a 1852ח d rebuilt iח 1876 .

.) sed סce cl חSi ( 

) 1852 ( TALEY GHOSALE 5. 
. rley סB 

.) sed סce cl חSi ( 

) 1860 ( , "HESED-EL" SYNAGOGUE 6. 
 Pס yח ad, Kחס ka.ח

) sed סce cl 1933ח. (si חRebuilt i 

7. "BETH-HAELOHIM" SYNAGOGUE, (1863) 
PEN. 

. d סf G סuse סs The H חame mea חThe 
gue a Prayer סag חf the Sy סg חthe buildi סr t סPri 

ated a חסdlekar d חpened . Sutkel Ka סHall was 
, gue סag חf the Sy סn סr the erecti סd f חf la סpiece 

abai חחf Ha סses חwhich was built at the expe 
, 9th March חסHaeem Divekar. lt was rebuilt 

. 1893 

) 1869 ( , "SHAARE SHALOM" SYNAGOGUE 8. 
. jira חrlai Hubshi, Ja סB 

f סs the Gates חm" mea סShaare Shal " 
.) sed סce cl חPeace (si 

) 1874 ( , AMBEPUR" SYNAGOGUE 9. 
.) Ambepur (Cheul 

.) sed סce cl חRebuilt in 1884. (si 

) 1882 ( , 10. ''BETH-EL" SYNAGOGUE 
. ha סAshtami , Taley R 

.) sed סce cl חsi ( 

tre, the חm this ce 979ס. Fr חס-26-12דdedicated 
us issues סvari חסs חissues Bulleti חסciati סAss 

 of Judaism aח d iח ter-faith uח ity. lחס rder tס
g all חסg am חdi חdersta חd u חdwill a ססte g סm סpr 

ks ססf b סcked library סs, it has a well st חסreligi 
f סsacred scriptures סs and als חסall religi חס

mparative faiths סf c סlars סs. Sch חסther religi ס

access חhave a סuraged t סc חs are e חסd religi חa 
f this Library. The Silver Jubilee סks ססthe B סt 

) Delhi חgue i סag חf the "Judah Hyam Hall" (Sy ס
ities חlem סg s חwas celebrated with heartwarmi 

-w סd 7th February, 1982, at a cr חthe 6th a חס

y fait.hs חf ma סtatives חwith represe חסcti חded fu 
. g חparticipati 

: PUNE 

) 1867 ( , "OHEL DAVID" SYNAGOGUE 1. 
, e Camp חuge Street, Pu סag חSy 

. PUNE 

pularly סgue is p סag חThis beautiful Sy 
utside סas 'Lal-Devul' because the wall חw סחk 

mpletely red. This was built by Mr. David סis c 
der חu סf חסס,f David Sass סmb סThe t חסס.Sass 

-m סs is built in the c חססf Sass סuse סf the H ס
-ary Cele חte חgue. The Ce סag חf the Sy סd חu סp 

augurated by חgue were i סag חf the Sy סs חסbrati 
cfia חf l סt חPreside חthe the ח,Dr. Zakir Hussai 

-Ma ר:gue i סag 1967ח. This is the biggest Sy חi 
. harashtra 

" "SUCCATH SHELOMO 2. 
) 1921 ( , SYNAGOGUE 

, 93, Rasta Peth 
. 011 e-411 חPu 

-f the Bene סgue סag חThis is the largest Sy 
16th חסJubilee חlde סlsraels. lt celebrated its G 

ad סd abr חdia a חm l סJews fr חMay, 1971, whe 
 atteח ded the fuח ctiחס.

: RAIGAD DISTRICT 

) 1840 ( , "MAGEN ABOTH" SYNAGOGUE 1. 
. Al ibag 

1910 , 25th December חסRebuilt 

) 1842 ( , "BETH-EL" SYNAGOGUE 2. 
. da חRewda 

 Rebuilt iח 1876 .

) 1849 ( , "BETH-EL" SYNAGOGUE 3. 
, ad סMirchi Galli, M. G. R 

. 206 Panvel-410 

." o ספm d סus seld סsper סd. The pr סlt is when we're in misery that we revere G " 
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NUMBER OF SYNAGOGUES IN INDIA 

lt was built by Mr. Solomon David Umarde­
kar. At that time Karachi was in the lndian 
Territory. This is the only Synagogue in Karachi , 
now in Pakistan. This Synagogue Building was 
extended in 1912 at the expense of Mr. Ger­
shone Solomon Umardekar and his brother 
Rahamin Solomon Umardekar, sons of the 
founder. 

A community hall built by Abraham Reuben 
Kamerlekar in memory of Shegulabai Solomon 
Umardekar and was named as 'SHEGULABAI 
HALL' after her. 

The first Hazan of the Synagogue was 
Samuel Moses Nagavkar. Hananiel Moses Benja­
min Gadkar was also a Hazan for many years . 
The Karachi Jewish community also provided a 
Hebrew School in 1916; Nathan Abraham Hall 
in 1918, and formed Karachi Jewish Syndicate 
in 1918 with the object of providing Houses 
to Jews at reasonable rents. 

COCHIN JEWS IRAQI JEWS 

Present Prior to 1950 

2 6 

Kerala 
2 

* * 5 Calcutta 

1 

2 6 8 

11 . T ALEY KHAR SYNAGOGUE, (1892) 
Chorde. 
(Since closed) 
Built by Haeem Samuel Penkar. 

12. " ORLE-ISRAEL" SYNAGOGUE (1896) , 
Nandgaon. 
Rebuilt in 1945. (Since closed) . 

13. " SHAAR HATHEPHILAH" 
SYNAGOGUE (1921) , 
Mhasla. 

THANE: 

1. SHAAR HASHAMAIM 
(" GATE OF HEAVEN" ) SYNAGOGUE (1879) 
Tembi Naka, Thane. 

: PAKISTAN 

,) 1893 ( MAGEN SHALOM" SYNAGOGUE " .ו
, Jamila Street and Nishtar Road 

. 3 Karachi 

BENE ISRAELS 

Prior to 1950 Present 

Ahmedabad 1 1 

Bombay 8 7 

Delhi 1 1 

Pune 1 1 

Raigad District 13 5 

Thane 1 1 

Pakistan 1 

TOTAL *26 16 

t סחf Mercy" ·in 1905, is סsrael Prayer Hall which re-joined the " Gate וKeneseth Bene * 

. included 

. Sabbath חסMinian is arranged by rotation in the five Synagogues * * 

" Religion is the dominion of the Soul. lt is the hope of life, the anchor .of · safety, 
the deliverence of the soul". 
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WHA T IS A SYNAGOGUE ? 

INTRODUCTION : 

By RABBI Dr. SHALOM COLEMAN 

HISTORICAL ORIGINS : 

gue is really veiled סag חf the Sy חסrig i סThe 
sephus puts it as far back as סbscurity. J חסi 

f New סfirmed by a wri ter חסr c סses, a fact סM 
f the earliest סe חסThat it was ס.t als חestame ז

rship is well סf w סr places סrms סther f ווסf a ס

-c חthe 'Sa חis cradled i חised . lts patter חg סrec 
f the סly that חd certai חses ' t ime a סf M סtuary 

gue סag חf Jerusalem. But the Sy סly Temple סH 
-d Rab חg house a חt a temp le. lt is a meeti סחis 

394 d חe text a חחסumbers 480 i חic literature חbi 
of the חסf the destructi סother at the time חa חi 

70 C.E. There are חd Temple by Titus i חסSec 
agogue חf the Sy חסrigi סscholars who date the 

-J. Wein ( חf Solomo סthe time חto 950 BCE i 
-d others select a much later date חa ,ח)gree 

.) der חd (M. Friedla סistic peri חg the Helle חduri 
f חססdati חce available the fou חm the evide סFr 

f the סbably the result סis pr חסstituti 1חhe i 
-the Baby חassemblies which were gathered i 

exile. Prophet Ezekiel had already חia חlo 
11 years חto that exile wih Jechoiachi חe i חgo 

d חezzar destroved Jerusalem a חre Nebuchad סbef 
d the 586ח BCE, a חic Temple i חסm סl סthe S 

g חi חups he addressed was probably the begi סgr 
r סto assemblies f חf what later developed i ס

 prayer aח d iח structio.ח

NOTE: 

r the year סdar f חthe Jewish Cale חl 
5740/1979-80, publ ished by The World 

Bureau for Cultural ח,isatio חist Orga חZio 
tograph סities, a ph חServices to Commu 

-f Abra סgue סag חf the Sy סrs סf the do ס
has חסham, the Patriarch at Hebr 

f סth וthe last page, mor חסappeared 
Elul. The doors were brought from Gaza 

1835. They were beautifully carved חi 
sycamore חסs חwith typical Arab desig 

g the חwood. The doors disappeared duri 
f סity חmmu סf the Jewish c חססdestructi 
-a חf 1929. The Sy סts סthe ri חi חסHebr 

Gaza חm which they came i סgue fr סg 
es were re-used חסd its st חyed a סwas destr 

 iח t 1935ס bui ld the citadel iח Ashkelחס.

) k ססf the B סmpiler סC ( 

, f Perth סRABBI Dr. SHALOM COLEMAN 
Australia has חWester חס,gregati חסHebrew C 

-k " WHAT IS A SYNA ססtly published a b חrece 
GOGUE?" Earlier he had published : 1) "WHAT 

d 2) "WHAT חEVERY JEW SHOULD KNOW!" a 
"? IS A JEWISH HOME 

mbay סhad visited Delhi, B חlema סRabbi C 
ity חmmu סa c חd was give 1970ח a חi חchi סd C חa 

f the סder the auspices חmbay u סB חi חreceptio 
dia. He is a great חf l סard סt ral Jewish B חCe 

-e חf lndian Jews, particularly the Be סadmi rer 
. lsraels 

-m סc חk i ססg the B חce we are publishi חSi 
ur סf חססf the 185th Celebrati חססrati סmem 

priate סuld be appr סught it w סgue, we th סSynag 
m סt excerpts fr חrta סduce certain imp סrepr סt 

. k ססWHAT IS A SYNAGOGUE?" in this b " 
NOTE : lf the reader peruses this article, he 

gs mentioned חwill observe that some of the thi 
the past or are חin it were either practiced i 

. gues i.e סe-lsrael Synag חgue in the Be סstill in v 

: s HOUSE OF LEARNING ~ a) SYNAGOGUE • ( 

g near the Hekhai with חA frame is hu 
t which is "THIS סg חi חHebrew letters, mea 

IS THE HOUSE OF THE LORD WHERE 
." THE PIOUS COME TO LEARN 

-b) USE OF THE SYNAGOGUE AS A HOSPl ( 
: TALITY CENTRE FOR WAYFARERS 

This practice was observed by all the 
earlier times and is still חgues i סag חSy 

. being practiced by a few 

: c) HAZZAN SAMMASH AND GABBAI ( 

rmed by these were the סs perf חסcti חThe fu 
. ned in the article סti חsame as me 

: d) ADMINISTRATION ( 

f the סn סistrati חn the early days, the admi ו

gue, " Shaare סag חf Mercy" Sy סGate " 
-e חneseth Be חd "Ke חagogue a חSy ' חס'Ras 
-by Kam חסlsrael" Prayer Hall was carried 

the same חסglas סd Ch חdan Muccadam a סm 
. the article חed i חutli סes as חl i 

 " Every ma,ח either tס his teסח rס r cחס sס latioח has sס me seח seס f religi."חס
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." is good which teaches man to be good חThat religio " 

s of their Houses of חship to Him by mea חt io 
g, each of them חi חd Houses of Lear חWorship a 

 serviח g the purpose of a miח iature Temple iח
t". lt is with תwhich the spirit of G-d was prese 

agogue is חce to this work that the Sy חrefere 
s חctuary". lt also explai חcalled "a little sa חofte 

ds of the חthe la חgrew i חstitutio חhow the i 
tral חd took the place of a ce חa חdispersio 

-the Dia חagogue, however, i חe. The Sy חShri 
g חto that sort of "meeti חspora, developed i 
, d prayer חto study a חadditio חhouse" where, i 

ts, for social חceme חou חחit became a place for a 
s, ever. חd discussio חgs, a חd cultural meeti חa 

. g the commercial life of people חi חcer חmatters co 
" lt was theח y speakersחס platform" for ma 

. ism חסf which is. Zi סt least סח, Jewish causes 
g activities are חd-raisi חd fu חCharity appeals a 

s being חctio חalso helped by virtue of such fu 
t ו. gue סf a. Synag סrium סconducted in the audit 

uld be fair to say that as the Temple of סw 
-ation lsrael, and hun חJerusalem centralised the 
g חdreds of thousands still visit the last survivi 

wall of the Herodian Temple, so the Synagogue 
tralising חt ce חrta סhas become the most imp 

ities' meeting חr the Jewish commu סstructure f 
. ver the wqrld סthere in districts all 

: ANCIENT SYNAGOGUES 

From the evidence now in existence there 
must have been hundreds of small Synagogues 

d prayer during the חr study a סwhere Jews met f 
e of them was חd Temple. O חסf the Sec סd סperi 

d the New חt, a חu סthe Temple M חסactually 
-agogue of the Freed חt records the "Sy חTestame 

cluded people חat Jerusalem which had i ח"me 
. dria חd Alexa חe a חfrom Cyre 

spitality סagogue as a h חf the Sy סThe use 
r the wayfarer is expressed to this day סtre f חce 

e חy over a cup of wi חסby the Kiddush, a cerem 
-augurate the Shabbath of Festival meal recit חto i 

. g Service חi חclusion of the Eve חed at the co 

SYNAGOGUES BY THE SEA : 

ic חg Helle חJosephus mentions a custom amo 
f סuses סities of building their h חJewish Commu 

. worship near the sea 

g before the חagogue buildi חThe largest sy 
-f the temple was the Great Syna חסdestructio 
-which Caligula demand חf Alexandria i סgogue 
. ed an effigy of himself to be adored as a deity 

yed by Trajan (98-11.7 CE) , and סlt was destr 
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NAMES FOR SYNAGOGUE: 

-r " Bet ס" f Assembly סuse סa " H סlt was als 
th terms are used as far back סhaknesset" and b 

rk סSira, author of the Apocryphal w ח-as Be 
shua son of סf J ס" m סr " Wisd ס" Ecclesiasticus 

m its inception the Synagogue was סSirach". Fr 
-com חple i סuse of the Jewisn pe סthe meeting h 

use of סmunity, just as the home is the meeting h 
uld be in סthe family. They are relaxed , or sh 

both. lt also explains why the decorum of a 
Synagogue sometimes falls short of much that is 
to be desired, not because Jewish people should 

-ver ס, minous silence סf סrt סtreat it with the s 
-versa חסsome areas, but because the c חe i חסd 
t חcumbe חut the voice of the i סs חdrow חs ofte חtio 

ess with חleading the Services. As the strict 
which decorum achieves the dignity of the House 

f חסdiscussio חi חסf Prayer, it is the relaxati ס

f the Scriptures, whicn סstudy חd i חrah a סT 
ce of the Bethamidrash. lt is חachieves the esse 

t purposes that חthe abuse of both for differe חi 
can drive people from them. The most common 

esset 'חslation of the Hebrew term Bethak חtra 
" agogue חf Assembly is the word " Sy סor House 
." g. House חg " Meeti חi חot mea סfrom a Greek r 

es much to סce of the Greek term d חflue חThe i 
was חstitutio חexpress the suggestion that the i 

istic period . Nevertheless חthe Helle חfamiliar i 
. the Old Testament to חces i חthere are refere 

described, e.g . the חgs as have bee חsuch gatheri 
emies ; "They have חf lsrael's e סPsalmist writes 

ed ח.. ...... They have bur fire חסctuary חset Thy Sa 
" g places of G-d in the land חup all the Meeti 

t is very pertinent חg comme חand the followi 
g the Temple, they חNot satisfied with destroyi " 

g places of G-d חthe meeti ווa חproceeded to bur 
us סbable that the pi סd", it seems impr חthe la חi 

the Temple חg else tha חthi סחf lsrael had חסme 
e זto serve their religious needs. Although the Bib 

record of them, there must have been סחhas 
study סrmally t סinf חplaces where they met eve 

ther passage סחgs. There is a חthe sacred writi 
g : ''Thus חg readi חteresti חwh ich also makes i 

""" .. "" saith the Lord G-d", says the Prophet 
-g the coun חhave scattered them amo וalthough " 
-c חbeen to them as a little sa וtr ies, yet have 
d חtries where they are come", a חtuary in the cou 

 a schס lar writes: "To the humiliatiח g allegatiחס
es וזf Jerusalem, that the ex סts חhabita חof the i 

g far removed from the Temple, forfeited חbei 
d protection of G-d, comes the חthe Fatherhood a 

-e retort, that they still preserve their rela חDivi 



." sciously חd co חsciously a חis the truth he . lives habitua lly, sub-co חs religio ח'A ma " 

t gateway חcie חg upto the a חthe steps leadi 
agogues חth . So also sy חof the city of Cori 

. d of Cyprus חthe lsla חסexisted 

the Temple was חd, whe חly la סthe H חl 
suggested that the חyed, it has bee סdestr 

-a חwas a Sy חסt Zi חMou חסTomb of David 
the year 60 CE there were less חgogue. l 

d about חlsrael a חJews i חtwo millio חa וt t 
thחס iחס ther areas, such as Babyl,חס ree milli 

d what are חrth Africa, Egypt a סor, N חAsia Mi 
 today kח owח as Yugoslavia, ltaly aח d Spaiח.

tral חThey looked to the Temple as their ce 
agogue חthe sy חסe. Wi th its destructi חhri :: 

le. lt became סt r חa much more importa חסok סt 
. us activities סr all religi סg place f חthe meeti 

of the חסrati סr the rest סWhi le the Jew prayed f 
-a חd still does, the Sy חTemple of Jerusalem, a 
. r the Temple סot a substitute f חugh סgue, th סg 

d חces a חe חy appurte חs ma חta i חסevertheless c ח
f the סlise those סtly symb חifica חritual which sig 

made the חtur חf Jerusalem. They i סly Temp!e סH 
' f Moses סctuary חacle or Sa חrtable Taber סp 

the place which חtime a fixed Holy Place "i 
." He shall choose 

RESPECT FOR TORAH SCROLLS : 

-azim, the cus חf Ashke סgue סag חthe Sy חl 
-tral plat חd the ce חu סperambulate ar סtcm is t 

rshippers to סg the w חabli חr "Bimah", e סrm סf 
ce חrevere חw towards it i סr b סll סkiss the Scr 

the חroorated i סc חd the bells i חr the Torah , a סf 
Rimonim " or "Keter" warn the Worsh ippers of " 

rah the whole סg arrival . For the T חdi חits impe 
. d respect חstands in awe a חסngregati סC 

ot חlls are סgue scr סag חSephardi Sy חl 
-the Ashke חagogues as i חcarr ied around the Sy 

ed and held חstead are ope חazi custom, but i ח

of reading חd colum חt a חhigh vvith the parchme 
the West, the North חסngregation סfaci ng the C 

uth. While in Shephardi Synagogues סd the S חa 
augu rates חner i חthis ma חexhibiting the Scro lls i 

t וagogues חAshkenazi Sy חthe public readings , i 
. f the reading חסdicate the conclusio חi סserves t 

ETERNAL LAMP : 

-symbolise the Almighty's pre סorder t חl 
 seח ce iח the Syח agogue a lamp is suspeח ded iח

front of the Ark. lt is called " The Perpetual 
d so the חHebrew " Ner Tamid" , a חLamp" - i 

-of the perpe חסic dictum "the preservati חRabbi 
ali סy t חgue is a testimo סag חthe Sy חtual light i 

y. The חe of ma חly o חg to Philo it was o חaccordi 
, ame of Rabbi Judah חthe חs, i חTalmud explai 

ade (the חחסthe double-col חot see חHe who has " 
Egypt חbasili'ca - Synagogue) of Alexandria i 

the glory of lsrael" . lt was said חas never see וr 
ade חn סe col חthat it was like a huge basilica, o 

the other, and it sometimes held twice the חwithi 
. t forth from Egypt חumber of people that we וו
-rres סThere were in it 71 Cathedras of gold c 
-nding to the 71 members of the Great Sen סp 

ntaining less than סhedrin, not one of them c 
-e talents of gold, and a wooden plat חtyo חtwe 

t of חform in the middle upon which the attenda 
. d with a scarf in his hand סthe Synagogue sto 

swer Amen he waved חWhen the time came to a 
d all the congregation duly חhis scarf a 

. responded 

ccupy their sea·ts סt סחMorever they did 
, promiscuously, but goldsmiths sat separately 
. silversmiths separately, blacksmiths separatelv 
, metal workers separately and weavers separately 

entered the place he חor ma סso that when a p 
 recogח ized the members of his craft aח dחס

d סapplying to that quarter obtained a liveliho 
. d for the members of his family חfor himself a 

SYNAGOGUES OUTSIDE ISRAEL -: 

Nith the evidence available, although there \ 
nflict, a synagogue was probably in סme c סis s 

 existence in the 2nd pre-Christian centuryחס
 the lsland of Delos in the Cyladeon group iרו

epigraph deni ing חthe Aegian Sea. There is a 
with the Jewish community, which refers to 

instruction from Lucius, Consul of the חa 
s, to King Ptolemy VI warning the various חRoma 

t to molest them nor attack "סחkings and states 
... "". " try חs or their cou חthem or their tow 

agogues named חsy חThere appear to have bee 
tability such as Agrippa , the סman n סafter R 

ther named after the סEmperor's son-in-law, an 
r of Syria, Volumnius, ye t סRoman procurat 

d חd frie חanother after Herod, King of Judea a 
y to the חof Augustus. The names bear testimo 
. agogues were founded חdate these sy 

There are records which indicate that 
-period exis חSynagogues from the pre-Christia 

ted at Antioch and Damascus. Others were 
Greece. For example a marble חknown to exist i 

block with the inscription 'Sinagoga Ebraion' was 
t of סdiscovered by archaeologistss at the fo 
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stalled חcy service is sometimes i חemerge חto a 
. f electrical failures טcy חto overcome the deficie 

THE SEVEN BRANCH CANDELABRUM 

remembrance of the destruction of the חl " 
Temple" appurtenances used in the Temple are 

the Synagogue. This accounts for חever used i ח

 the fact that the Menora ,ס r seven braח ­ch caח
delabrum is never used when such candelabra 

. f the same shape and material , i.e. metal סare 
tal חame חr סr סsuch a case f חal . l חas the origi 

ch candelabra חe bra חr ni סs six, eight חreaso 
. are used 

HANUKKAH 1LAMP : 

-ukkah lamp, nine bran חf a Ha סln the case 
f Lights סcelebrate the Feast סes are used t רcl 

a חthe miracle whe סreferring t ,חor Dedicatio 
tinued חסrmally lasting 24 hours, c סח, il סcruse of 

-ights during the re חr 8 days and סto burn f 
-ly Temple by the Macca סdedication of the H 

chus IV and the סg the war with Anti חbees, duri 
 Syrio-Greeks. Theח iח e braח ch Meסח ra isס fteח

m the סguish it fr חdisti סukiya" t חcal led a " Ha 
d at the same time חch candlestick a חbra חseve 

r which it is סthe name reflects the Festival f 
 used. Of iח terest in the fact that Kiח g Solס moח
 had made an additiס nal ten such caח delabra iח
, ora חal Me חthe right of the origi חסgold, five 
חcו d fiveחס the left. The Rabbis alsס explaiח

-n the Just the "West סf Sim סg the life חri וthat dL 
he חg, but whe חi חch Lamp" was bur חBra חer 

thers סd at חguished a חdied some-times it was exti 
-ce that, in the Syna חthere is evide סed. Als חJr זb :וi 

 gogues of Galilee surviving the Destructi,חס
ora, and that חf the Me סthe re were pictures 

-agogues obser חtheir Sy חple i סthe Jewish pe 
 ved the Commaח dment "to cause a lamp tס
r סg statute f חeverlasti חually" as a חti חburn co 
-s in memory of the Sanc חeratio חall your ge 

tuary. lt has also been suggested that the 
f burning a lamp סregLr !arity of the practice 

 cסח tiח ually was because no su-ח light fell intס
the Sanctuary and it was essential to have 

. r practical reasons סat !east one light there f 
t has also been observed that the Ner Tamid ו

lises lsrael סThe Perpetual Lamp, symb -
whose mission is to become "a light of the 

s". That the Ner Tamid, as a symbolic חnatio 
 reminder of the Menorah was suspended iח

m its niche in the Western סf the Ark fr סf ront 
. wall, does not occur before the 18th century 

future generations that the Divine Presence 
light is ווf a סlsrael ". for the source חסrests 

f the lamp in early סe Almighty. The situation וtt 
have faced westward but סt imes, appears t 

quite unlike the separate lamp it is today, had 
-an associat ion with the seven-branch candela 

d was חtral to it, a חra" ce סbrum called the " Men 
f it. lt was then called סintegral part חin fact a 

," Haner Ha-Ma'aravi " or " The Western Lamp " 
d Maimonides describes it as such. The view חa 

-rd סhowever, is by no means universal , and acc 
vi וסf David (ibn David) Ha חסing to Abraham so 

t the סחand Rashi, the Ner Hama'aravi was 
ch וmiddle lamp but referred to the second brar 

f the Menora. At any סf rom the Western end 
-rate the Ner Hama'aravi was continually burn 

g and was made a " perpetual light" (Ner חi 
ther סtide, all חTamid) from which, at eve 

 lamps were kiח dled. Such was the pס sition iח
Temple times. The reason why the Western 

f the Parochet, i.e. the סLamp was in front 
. ny סf the Ark of the Testim סverchanging veil ס

all mankind (lit those who סwas " to testify t 
e Presence rests חter the world) that the Divi חe 

expח lai סlsrael ". The passage continues t חi 
ame of Rab : " That was the Western חin the 

which the same חch of the candelabrum i ח>גbr 
d חto the rest , a חquant ity of oil was poured as i 

ded חdled (the others) from it and e חyet he ki 
to חured i סil was p סf סtherewith ". Half a log 

each branch which was estimated to burn 
 through the loח gestח ight. Thus by the mס r-ח
 ing they were extinguished. The followiח g eve-ח

ed out the old wicks, poured חriest clea יrg the חi 
 iח freshס il, and relit it, yet this westerח braח clר

them חhe came to clea חwas st ill burning whe 
Th is was the וו.e last of a חout, which was do 

ce חe Prese חmiracle which testified to the Divi 
-the perpe חbetwee חectio חlsrael . The con חi 
-ora ceased with the des חd the Me חtual lamp a 

ch חbra חof the Temple. The seve חct io וt rL 
ever reproduced as part חdelabrum was חca 

d the חt , a חagogue ritual equipme חof the Sy 
gle lamp חow a separate si חperpetual lamp was 

front חi חסt positi חe חg the same promi חccupyi ס

. al form חits origi חd veil as it did i חf the Ark a ס

-Synagogues today electric light bulbs subst i חl 
tute the oil as fuel , but Levy makes a ·va lid 

t when he comments that electricity may חpoi 
-the perpetuity of the light, par חwell threate 

these times of fuel str ikes " where חticu larly i 
il lamp would be more סas a carefully tended 

ver כge חreliable. " However, an automatic cha 
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ce חsura חi חto think of it as a חas a gamble tha חf my religio סk חuld rather thi 1ס w " 
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 are maח y aח ge\s is testified to iח Ge.ח 32 : 3
where he meets a host of them. They were 

, guished by several classes. For example חdisti 
may ח"the "Seraphim", from a root "to bur 
ged חg of fiery creatures or wi חi חhave the mea 

" ts. "Hayyot" from Hebrew root "to live חserpe 
 may meaח " liviח g creatures" as described iח

. 1 . ch חEzekiel's visio 

: THE MENORAH 
d חa ח,tificatio חsrael 's true symbol of ide \ 

the State of חt's coat-of-arms i חthe Preside 
s that by חorah. The Torah explai חsrael is the Me \ 

d of the Lord, Bezalel of the tribe of חcomma 
 Judah, who was filled "with the. spirit of G-d, iח
, knowledge חd i חg a חdi חdersta חu חwisdom, i 

d to חship, a חer of workma חחall ma חd i חa 
d si\ver חgold a חdevise skilful works, to work i 

, g חes for setti חg sto חcutti חd i חbrass, a חd i וar 
er חחal\ ma חg of wood, to work i חcarvi חd i חa 

ship" , was called to perform חof ski\fu\ workma 
gwith other חg it alo חi חthe ho\y task of fashio 

. ctuary חces of the Sa חa חt appurte חimporta 
orah חfer from the text that the Me חThe Rabbis i 

e solid block of gold . lt חסout of חwas beate 
t made up of סחe piece. lt was חסwas therefore 

-umber of pieces first of all prepared sepa חa 
d welded together as חa חbeate חd the חrately a 

y such חס\d חdeed, a חd i חs ha ח'e. A craftsma חס

cou\d חd dedicatio חa חartist of his devotio חa 
s fully the desigr: חachieve it. The Torah explai 

tral shaft had three חrah. The ce סof the Meh 
that סboth sides s חסm it סg fr חches emergi חbra 

e. The חa straight li חסlamps were חll seve יc: 
the חסd the three חthe right a חסthree \amps 
the חסwards the \amp סwards t חcurved i ווleft a 

the right חס. that all the flames סtra\ shaft s חce 
g חgether maki סd t חthe left, would ble חסd חa 
-i חe great light u חסtral flame blaze as חthe ce 

umber of days חSeven is the ח.g all seve חfyi 
dicate חu\d i סlamps ;w חd seve חa ,חסof creati 

-f these days. The pat סr each סess f חmplete סc 
revea!ed by the חסhave be סwas such as t חter 

ses סM סs the Midrash, t חAlmighty Himself, explai 
ature חf fire. lt was a shape of the חססa visi חi 

owledge רif k סg the sacred tree חti חreprese 
has always captivated חסerati חevery ge חd i חa 

f סch חEvery bra חס.ati חf imagi סlsrael's spirit 
ches חlically al\ the 7 bra סd symb חg a חi חlear 

owledge חof al\ k חסt the fusi חtogether represe 
-e, bles חthe Ho\y O חthe source of which \ies i 
-wledge per סחd k חsed be He, who is light a 

. ified at its very source חso 

ANGELS : 

 A wס rd abס ut aח gels as they appear iח
t be out of place as we סחJudaisrn would 

agogue for חdiscuss the symbolism of the Sy 
the Scripture, so too there חas they appear i 

the Jewish חparticular i חces i חy refere חare ma 
urces סthe early s חgels i חd prayers. A חiturgy a \ 
ames חameless. Later they bear such חare 
Uriel gels Gabriel, Michael, חas the Archa 

amed חgels חly a חסd Rapael. They are the חa 
d חu סf חfte סd are חok a סthe Jewish Prayer B חi 

ames חthe Apocalypses. Each of the חassociated i 
g which describes his title. For חi חhave a mea 

ary וexample Michael "Who is like G-d" : : the tute 
of G-d", Uriel חce of \srael. Gabriel lit, "ma חPri 

-f heat סgel חd Raphael - a חFire of G-d", a " -
g" from the Hebrew root. The Bible however חi 

theoses סcept of sa\vation through ap חco סחhas 
mysteries. The idea of חer of paga חחthe ma חi 

g for his grace חi חwith G-d, year חסi חa mystic u 
, to Him חi חbut actua\ absorptio ח,d revelatio חa 
, d חthe pther ha חJudaism. O חi חw סחk חis u 
f סt treat סחgy does סl סlater Jewish eschat 
-ge\s. Zecha חto the status of a חs aspiratio ח'ma 
d חs a חigmatic visio חr example sees e סriah, f 
 dreams, aח d his aח gel explaiח s them. Aח

f the four beasts חסterprets the visio חgel i חa 
 to Daח iel. Gabriel explaiח s to him the visiחס

d Jeremiah חf Amos a סs חסi the ram. The visi ס

ry. The symbol is סg to the same categ חbelo 
es סphet d סr prophecy. The pr סd f חthe backgrou 
g חi חravel the mea חt apply his wisdom to u סח

is what חterpretatio חe i חof the symbol. The Divi 
. g חi חts. The Almighty reveals its mea חreally cou 

iel חd Da חthe dreams of Joseph a חSo also i 
lsrae\'s חg. l חi חG-d Himse\f reveals their mea 

gel, whatever חcess, whatever the a סthought pr 
particular reflect חd the Psalms i חthe spirit, a 

-g. The Psal חe Bei חts of the Divi חit, all are eve 
, gers חd his messe חmist says' "He maketh the wi 

d חgel' a חg fire" . The word 'a חisters flami חhis mi 
' gel חd by 'a חdersta חto what we u חger' i חmesse ' 

frusted חg e חbei חre or less super-huma סa m ( 
of חסis marked by the additi ח)with a missio 

gel of חd "the a חame of G-d, thus we fi חthe 
gels חs of G-d" is a title for a חסthe Lord". "S 

gels are described as Holy חScripture. A חi 
d their חJudaism, a חgels, i חes". The a חO 

f סts חstrume חthe liturgy, make them i חuse i 
ce. They are charged by G-d חefice חe be חDivi 

gel חd Jacob speaks of the a חa חprotect me סt 
m al\ evil". That there סwho de\ivered me fr " 

. rld , but the worst c\oak סthe w חur i סis the best arm חReligio 
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ne traces its חסr, but whe סtranslated as Cant 
re. ln temple times, his סt m סrigin he was a l ס

d as such חesset" a 'חHak חfull title is "Hazza 
n the Day ס." gue סag חf the Sy סverseer "סwas 

rah סt "He lifts up the Sefer T חeme חסf At ס
f the סthe Head סm the Ark) gives it t סfr ( 

, his deputy סgives it t חtur חi סgue, wh סag חSy 
the High Priest. This סgives it t חtur חi סwh 

the סur t סn סgive h סrder t סcedure was in סpr 
-le service is per סHigh Priest since the wh 

m the verbal סYom Kippur. Fr חסrmed by him סf 
n, the סd visi חrd a סw חt "Hazah" lit, "see" i ססr 

" t חde חte חsuperi " חmea סrd Hazzan came t סw 
 supervisiח g childreח at their studies. He was aח

d Tanach, and חrah a סf T סg חthe readi חexpert i 
t, Midrash סt, Halach סf Haggad סwledge סחhad a k 

called סfact he was als חt. l סd all Berach חa 
," rah סf the T סrah" - "Sage סa "Hacham Bat 

. e Bimah רtl חסand his place vvas standing 
f סagogue חm the Great Sy סfr חThis we lear 

Alexandria where he waved a scarf in his 
hen he reached the place where וd Vl חha 

the academy חclaimed. l סAmen" had to be pr " 
unced the סחan סe wh חסdebates he was the 

gs. He was the crier and the חf proceedi סorder 
n סR. Zis סthe Rabbis "said t סd s חr, a סjanit 

the Hazzan 'say Begin (the debate)'. On Erev 
d blew the חp a סf-t סthe ro חסd ססShabbat he st 

 Shס far tס aח nס uח ce the Shabbat and summחס
m ceased in סprayer. The cust סple t סthe pe 

ity lived חmmu סce the Jewish c חsi חסBabyl 
unts סrec סng the gentiles. The Talmud als סam 
 that atס ne time the Hazzaח used tס knס ckחס
 the hס uses tס summס n the peס ple tס prayer iח

t he used חgue, and the instrume סag חthe Sy 
ly Ark, but סthe H חt place i חe חhad its perma 

f סight חthe חסrbidden סthe practice was f 
ged חuently cha יqm subse סShabbat. The cust 

agogues חthe Sy חg" to "calling". l חcki סm "kn סfr 
, f prayer meetings סt חhe was the Superintende 
, ses חal for respo חg the sig חm givi סand apart fr 

ed חed , he assig חסti חme חas has already bee 
much the same חre acted i סseats, and theref 

r סday's "Shammash " - beadle סcapacity as t 
ah calls Hazzanim חfact the Mish חl חס.sext 

the Rabbinic חre i סShammashim" . Furtherm " 
-ll סcourts he was the "crier" or "'Sheriff". He c 
d חt a חishme חd executed pu חtes a סected the v 
t סחn. lt was סrmed the task of flagellati סperf 

d חto be fou חexpert perso חssible for a סalways p 
r סnduct the prayers, f סc סt חסngregati סthe C חi 
-es 'חHak חthe Hazza סd s חhe prayed by heart, a 

a 'Sh'liach Tsibur ', and he סset was made als 

AMEN : 

-keep up with the Rea סecessary t חlt was 
g with the חd to every blessi חסresp סd t חder a 

m a סis fr חrd Ame סThe w ."ח iversal "Ame חu 
" d the word "truth חbelieve" a סot "t סHebrew r 

m it. The Rabbis סderived fr סEmet" is als "-
rd סm a w סgs a day fr חmmend 100 blessi סrec 

rd ask סthe passage "what does the L חסplay 
acted חsider that David had e חסd c חu", a סf y ס

g חevery blessi סg VJith Amen t חdi חit. By respo 
g itself, and חf the blessi חסfirmatio חסis c 

umber. The חthe חcluded i חuld be i סtherefore w 
wever is as סt .h חf the stateme סreal basis 

-Abrahams writes : "the assembled people sig 
al חסd pers חt to, a חify by it their firm asse ח

ts which have חe זrוti חthe se ח,i חparticipatio 
." u nced סn סpr רbeer 

How Amen is to be uttered : 

se חrespo חuttered i חOur Rabbis taught, the Ame 
· r סח, r curtailed סuld be neither hurried, n סsh 

mean that the סorphaned". This is explained t 
' uld not be slurred, the last letter 'N סword sh 
-t said sim סunced clearly, and n סuld be pron סsh 

d he has חding a חthers are respo סply because 
g חJewish teachi חg itself. l חt heard the blessf סח

g which the חexpresses: "The blessi ח"Ame " 
." believe in it וd חReader is reciting is true a 
-g prayer of the Eignt חn respect of the standi ו

 een Beח edictions, the passage cס ntinues tס
things סtw חse Ame חthat with the respo חexplai 

d חg is true a חded (1) the blessi חte חare i 
rds סf G-d that the w 2ס) may it be the Will ( 

will be believed speedily". The Rabbis warn 
g from חany blessi סt חg Ame חndi סst resp חagai 

t סless the whole חn-Jew u סor n ח"a "Cuthea 
r fear that he may have סit has been heard , f 

t Gerizim where he חu סM סt חallusio חmade a 
-r some other pagan refe ס, ve סrshipped a d וwt 

ce denying_ the unique Oneness of the G-d רre 
gues, as has סof lsrael. ln such large Synag 

agogue of חf the Great Sy סed חn explai ~ be 
fficial stood סAl1 xandria in ancient times, an 

t חme סa platform and waved a flag at the m חס
be סgregational Amen was t חthe Co !ו-חw 

. utt ·red 

TH : HAZZAN 

gue officials, after the סf the Synag סFirst 
bi, is the Hazzan. The term is now-a-days כRa 
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category of " Avodat Hakodesh". However as 
-the Hazzan Hak'nesset was designated to sum 

mon the people to prayer in the early days, in 
Gaonic times it was already the duty of the 

-Shammash" to rouse the congregation by knock " 
doors, and the division by that time חסing 

was already complete. The Shammash in his 
role of keeping the Synagogue in order, caring 
for all the rituals, and the lamps and Torah 
Scrolls, would have to know the order of the 
Service, and make the Torah Scrolls ready for 
their appropriate readings . He is the first to 
open the Synagogue and the last to leave. He 
performed the errands of the Rabbi and the 
leaders of the Congregation. He attended 
public and private affairs as they affect the 

-Congregation, and in this way became an al 
most indispensable figure. To many he is a 

, confidant much more than any other official 
and because of it, sometimes has more power 

-than the office he holds is considered to war 
rant. Too often, however, the beacile is overlooked 
by members of the Congregation he serves at 
times of joyous celebrations, especially as most 
if not all of them, have had occasion to meet 
him with their requirements, which he has been 

. ready to comply with, co-operate and assist 

SYNAGOGUE ORGANISATION 

The Synagogue is the Congregation's 
permanent home, but the Congregation is a 
voluntary organisation and speaks for the reli­
gious Jewish community. As the religious offi­
cials are elected by the membership, so too the 
lay leaders likewise are elected in accordance 
with the democratic rules and constitution of the 
members. These lay officials are responsible for 
the administration of the Congregation as the 
Rabbi, with the assistance of his colleagues 
and staff, is responsible for the religious needs 
in accordance with Jewish traditional beliefs 
and discipline. That there was always a part­
nership between religious and lay leadership 
is testified as far back as the period of the 
exile, for we learn from both Jeremiah and his 
younger contemporary Ezekiel, that almost im­
mediately after the Babylonian settlement, there 
was a group of "elders" who together with priest 
and prophet, were in charge of all local and 
general Jewish affairs. Among them would 
have been "heads of fathers' houses" who led 
the returning exiles under Zerubabel and Ezra. 
A general convocation of the exiles scattered 

-was obliged to read the Torah, during the pub 
Shabbat in order חסlic readings, particularly 

. not to shame anyone 

The procedure has been explained as 
follows: The Hazzan reads half of the verse of 
Shema" and the Congregation repeats it and " 

letes it from begining to end. This would כןcom 
o have influenced the response "Blessed be ג:al 

Jis Glorious Kingdom for ever and ~ the Name of 
ever". The Hazzan began "Shema Yisrael" and 
the congregation said "Hear 0 lsrael the Lord 

-Our G-d the Lord is one". The Hazzan then res 
::: e of His Gloriou רiזponded "Blessed be the Na 

Kingdom for ever and ever" and the verses were 
. divided between the Hazzan and the worshippers 

­' With the increasing work load the "Hazzan Hak 
nesset" was receiving during the course of the 
Talmudic period, it was inevitable that in the 
post-Talmudic period the term Hazzan came into 
its own as the Cantor of the Synagogue, to 
conduct prayers alone, while all the other 
duties enumerated were left to another official 

- "called "Shammashו "beadle". Before we turr 
to "Shammash" however it is interesting to note 

-that according to scholars there was a dwel 
-ling for the Hazzan in every Synagogue build 

ing in the early years, no doubt because, as 
overseer, he would have had the security of the 
building also to deal with among his many other 
duties. He also called the priestnood to the 

-platform when it was time for the priestly bene 
diction. However it was not until the 14th C. that 
the office of reader became a professional 

. calling 

THE SHAMMASH 

-ln the days of the Sanctuary, and sub 
sequently in the Holy Temple of Jerusalem, the 
JVOrk of the beadle would have been handled b j ' 
the Levites. According to the Scripture one of 

 their duties made them "Keepers of the gate:ד
of the Tabernacle" and they "were over the work 
of the Service", also their fathers ':being over 

" the host of the Lord were keepers of the entry 
-The service of the Shammash, however, is treat 

ed like all others of the Holy Service, and while 
the work of the Hazzan Hak'nesseth included 

, the work of the Shammash .of the Synagogue 
-as the official is now called, none of the ori 

ginal spirit involved in that work in the days 
of the Temple has been lost. lt is under the 

ln re ligion, as in friendship, they who profess most are the least sincere. 
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'' or more officers. The term 'gabbai חrarely seve 
d is חs a וwas the Hebrew title for such officia 

t of the חtoday to the Preside חthe title give 
 Board of Maח agemeח t of the Syח agogue. lח

. there were special supervisors of the חadditio 
d חal schools, charities a חagogue, the commu חSy 

the like. The officers of the Board deal with 
-the ad ווd a חa ,חst itutio חts, the co חthe accou 

 miח istratioח affairs of the Coח gregatio.ח

Haeem Samuel Kehimkar said this 51 
years before the birth of the State of lsrael. 

JERUSALEM AND THE BENE ISRAELS 

-struc חסur life is the rec סThe dream of " 
f which סtry חd the cou חf Jerusalem a חססti 

-atural capital . Happy, there חrms the סit f 
d חr the Jews a סre, shall be the day f סf 

ud dream סthe pr חe lsraels whe חthe Be 
us will be סri סd gl חf theirs is realized, a ס
Jerusalem חe whe חf Palesti חססditi חסthe c 

. d סf G סple סPe חis rebuilt by the Chose 
t is brough·f to חtil this desired eve חBut u 

the וזe lsraels, as well as a חpass, the Be 
-yally re סthe face of the Earth, l חסJews 

g חwhich they are livi חtry i חu סgard the c 
." d חas their Fatherla 

-pla חia חover a vast area from Egypt to the lra 
-di חi חgs i חssible. Popular gatheri סteau was imp 
-re, were very fre סities, theref חvidual commu 
" as " edah חw סחgs was k חt. The gatheri חque 

f males readily available סsed סmp סlt was c 
uld easily voice סw סe Service, but wh חr Divi סf 

the סce t חrta סy matter of imp חa חסחסi חpi חסa 
. ity at large חmmu םor c חסgregati חCo 

dividual assemblies would have had חThe i 
-tral autho חd a ce חchiefs or heads, a חw סtheir 
e חti חElepha חas i חt them, eve חi סapp סrity t 
t סחd חleadership as a whole a וa חmmu סthe c 

ts, had חdividual detachme חf i סs חthe captai 
. y חסl סf the C חסistratio חsupervised the admi 
 Hס wever lay leaders seem to have beeח iח

. s חסllecti סd c חfu וזf a סcharge 

ADMINISTRATION : 

f smaller חססistrati חrmer times admi סf חl 
, gle elder חtrusted to a si חities was e חcommu 

at the most two or three, although some Rabbis 
es חthe large o חl .חadvocated at least seve 

fficers סd חwas required a חסgreater specialisati 
us סdeal with fiscal , judicial , religi סwere elected t 

-e חally the ge חd charitable matters. Occasio חa 
istrative חadmi חto a חral board was divided i 

cil . ln חd a sort of legislative cou חcommittee a 
d five חtwo a חrmer there were betwee סthe f 

TRUTH AND HUMANITV 

tion they סup to activi ty. With a zealous dev 
g the diverse חg to amo חd clu חlooked forward a 

. rah, the SPIRIT OF SHEMA סf the T סgs חteachi 
re his death סb the Patriarch, just bef סJac חWhe 

, s, he asked them חhis so חsuspected defects i 
y who are חu a סgst y חסssibly, am סs there p ו'· 

g חt believi סחk as my chidren by חworthy to ra חu 
-i חns all una סthe s חGod 's UNITY?". The חi 
, d said : " HEAR, 0 ISRAEL חmously answered a 
"THE LORD OUR GOD THE LORD IS ONEח . The 
-tly exclaimed : " BLES חary Patriarch ferve סthe h 

SED BE THE NAME OF THE GLORY OF HIS 
KINGDOM FOR EVER AND EVER" . The first 

lisp are the סwords, a Jewish lad is taught t 
g חthe heari חrds uttered i סShema. The last w 

the סf lsrael are als סr daughter חססg s חf dyi ס

." Shema 
n delivered bv the סExcerpts from the serm ( 

ses Ezekiel Talkar at the סf . Ezekiel M סlate Pr 
" fס m"ס Succath Shel סy חסcerem חסsecrati חסc 

.) 1921 , 29 May חס, e חgue, Pu סag חSy 

g חu סld , that a y סf ס, ry is related סA st " 
d was carried חcaptive, a חnce take סJew was 

. ld as a slave סd s חa distant land a סaway t 
ciety סm s סple, excluded fr סm his pe סff fr סCut 

xiety he passed his days in חa חd steeped i חa 
ng the treasures which the city סmisery. Am 

d which none חpossessed , a rare scroll was fou 
uld read . lt was suggested that the slave סc 

. read it סuld be able t סmight be asked if he w 
him; he saw lt ; he סt חll was take סThe scr 

He חס.ti סd was filled with em חew it. His mi ח'\ 

-d kiss חhis heart, embraced it a סse t סheld it cl 
rah that סll of the T סr it was the scr סed it . F 

." his early days חhim i סwas taught t 

ed with חner likewise it happe חa ma חl " 
f Judaism first ·סthe light חthe Bene lsrael whe 

dian Exile. They were חtheir l חthem i חסed חdaw 
d as חm their long wintery sleep; a סsed fr וL סr 

gly dead חrevive the seemi חd rai חthe dew a 
stirred them חסt rel igi סthe revival סgrass, s 

. d Burke חסg. - Edm חut digesti סg is like eating with חut reflecti סg with חReadi 
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SPECIAL PRAYERS AT THE 185TH ANNIVERSARY 

OF 

"GATE OF MERCY" SYNAGOGUE 

25-10-198.1 

The following is the English version of the. Hebrew Prayers: 

Blessed is the Lord, Our God of lsrael, who has allowed us to " 
enjoy this 185th Anniversary of His Holy House in which we and 
our fathers have been praying and praising His Great Name these 
185 years. B!essed is He who has strengthened our faith in His 
Unity and in His Holy Law, and has separated us for His glory for 
his service, and for sanctifying His blessed name by which we 

, are called . Blessed is the Keeper of the Covenant and Mercy 
which He swore unto our fathers, and has turned away that mercy 
from us, who has not made an end of our exile, but has preserved 

". nations זזour remnants in the countries of a 

0 Thou, who abidest in the praises of lsrael, Cause Thy face to " 
shine upon Thy people of lsrael, when Thou Hast chosen to be a 
peculiar treasure unto Thee; upon Thy servants, who sing together 
this day praises to Thy Name; and upon this · house, which is called 

IM". Every time when the children of The ~ Sl-!AAR HARAHAl\ " 
Covenant come to this House to entreat Thee, open to them the 
gates of Thy Mercy, and hear their prayer as that of King Solomon 
when he built Thy Holy Temple; and bless them to verify Thv 

will come ו, record my name וword saying 'ln every place where 
unto Thee and bless Thee'. Heavenly Father! Send Thy Light 

and Truth upon the flock of Thy commandments, and in the way 

of Life. Remove jealousy and envy from amongst them and plant 
love and brotherhood among them, that each man may see to the 

welfare of his neighbour, and wish for peace and fo.ח llow it''. Ame 

Note :- The wording of the Special Prayers is the same as that was 
e held on וt יcrecited at the Centenary Celebration of the Synaqo 

. 13-5-1896 except for the change in the dates of cefebrafion 

The Prayers were composed in Hebrew and recited by the 
tate Mr. Joseph Ezekiel Rajpurkar. 

We are guilty of many errors and many faults, buf our worst " 
• the fountafn of lfferr ,חhildre ~ crime is abandoning the 



מאת

... "..,~ 

סים mהסכערזדכ:סתתיביוברי1יםוי&.,ראלהחר:ר

 ''ו:'ו'ת'הסיןרו~חד'יבוםיאבמביעבר

ייi'רקזחיאליוסףיעצהר

--•• a ם--~••"--

 ת~ז::~י תי;-'ז::::זיי;ל.לסן~ \!ני'{~~ ו~~~יכ~י ו!:r-~:ד ~
!\~לליסtוz;ר~לילםן~בוסיבוכ כ\!ךז;~iך~יטבו~ו M !כi;:ז~דוtת

1't רר~ : ה~~~זוהה!י~יי~מוf' י:י~ור\אi'! ינתt~מו~
~תן 1לו?לוגיבןות;,ל~דוורוידד~ילט .::זק,ו~ה=tיתויכות~ות

 ע~~;ר w ~י 9 ~.'·-ידי~ירתשו~רiירדו =~לינ~::ז~קרא~~ור'מו
 •לוס:וב p~לה·~~';הgנ{ילןא . בר1יt~?'י:זו qו:זס~יולןא .\י"יtו~ל

~~ t:t יר:tזס~ירתליt:q ךנ!~ם ,ז~ךצות:: 

לז;דיותז:qךנ:י~ו~יכ~י. ~Jנעל~;יהי ו~ז;:~י .trז;י~לותי~ב
י;זזlP tל::זי;ם::זזיד~רים ~ ,Yןגיל : qז:זנJ~י י~~יד~להל~ם .r;ל

 =ז~להסו:?יום ,ר.!qוז.?יםנJי IP ,~מו~קראי i~ wדרךעי:י~תצול .רוכ:

~נכח;יהי 9ל i ~.י:rי:zי::לiרךה ת;~ך;~י~יר~;י-f~בואו~ר ·ע.ת:ד-ו~ל
 .המלוזשלהמתפלתששעמתכמותפלתס~עממיגי mעשירלהם

 :- : 1 וי':-- ••:-- yד'
0 TT : T : - T •,• :' -; -ן• •.• 

ר r~ wי~קום:ד~ל ר~t.ז~.י;זך~;ןך ~ i2לאונ:יםי~דזר t Tזp;ו T ד,?י;J~ית ~ד~

או;iןשלחשבשימםאבי:יו :וברכתיהיאליהיאבואיtקימאתזt'~יר
• v .• ז-.·: •ז ·;-·· .....ז-· :-: 

 · םי~י:.r::זוךןבךר~ונ::ויהי?רדרל;ח;rים~ערינ::וי;ןצאןעל ך;י;ז~~ 1

ryןc;קו?זוה,~רהזו~תו~ם ודiוהכ~ז:וזח~י;יףם ~?יrד:שרל~ן.ןזו

tלךך,זקלוםר~ק.של.ערהוטובשןP. הו: 

. ove וLord, make me an instrument of your peace. Where there is hatred, let me sow 
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ארית 9י .?i י.::iךךr;וךי?~ית ח?י::~~לi~י;נ::יי:ו~תרד f~יכ~י וי~;~
 ,ו~,י~לליבי vי~ר~חזק~ט 9 ~טtק;לת (iייהוירוןטיר:א

זpמור :~חזQ 1ט .?iורדס?::יי .r~ ~~ Pיז:זת ם~יtP"י.:: ~ך~ג.ז~
f. ז,ריאונ:יה:n~ך~ו .זק:ו~כי::י ם~יי;.~.ו;ו ?"ד:~~טוב רדiך;י~;ף;א~תך: 

rבביכלואתוב:רתחיבנהיכלואתצער!!;ןוזסו ה:~תא:נדד
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We are guilty of many errors and many 

faults; but our worst crime is abandoning the 

children, neglecting the fountain of life. 

TO FORGET IS A CRIME. 

Many things we need can wait . The child 

cannot. Right now is the time his bones are 

being formed , his blood is being made and his 

senses are being developed. 

TO BE LAZY IS A GREATER CRIME. 

TO NEGLECT WORK AND OFFER EXCUSES 

IS THE GREATEST CRIME. 

ACTION WITHOUT DELAY IS THE 

SECRET OF EFFICIENCY. 

To him we cannot answer "TOMORROW". COME TO A MAN OF BUSINESS 

HIS NAME IS TODAY. SOLELY ON MATTERS OF BUSINESS 

QUICKLY TRANSACT YOUR BUSINESS 

AND GO ABOUT VOUR BUSINESS 

LEAVING HIM 

ALONE TO ATTEND TO HIS BUSINESS 

Gabriell Mistral . 

Nobel Prize Winning Poet from Chile. 



INTRODUCTION 

A Short Biographical Sketch 

of 

Samuel Ezekiel Divekar 

THE FIRST BENE-ISRAEL TO BUILD A SYNAGOGUE (1796) 

 story is very fasciח atiח g, iח terestiח g aח ­d romaח
the armed forces חed i חtic, which tells how he joi 

1750 at the age of חy i חdia Compa חof the East l 
gs of Mysore 20ח, his battles with the powerful ki 

dia, his capture by the enemy חl חSouther חi 
forces, his escape from the gallows because he 
boldly said he was a "BENE-ISRAEL", the 

-a חg of the Sy חt of his vow .. .. the buildi חfulfilme 
-ally his jour חd fi חses a חexpe חw סgogue at his 

g the sacred Sepher חfor procuri חey to Cochi ח
14th Kislev .חסd his death 1797ח a חTorah i 

5557 at the age of 67, just 2 days prior to his 
. departure to Bombay 

SAMUEL JOINS THE ARMY: 

s of חSamuel was the third of the eight so 
Habsan חf Diva-Borlai, i סne Ezekiel Divekar ס

m סame Divekar is derived fr חState. (The sur 
f סthe village Diva which was the birth place 

d his חrs). Ezekiel Divekar a סcest חEzekiel's a 
ce חSi ח.fessio סrefathers were farmers by pr סf 

-faci סחState gave חf Habsa ס) g חthe Nawab (Ki 
ds, Samuel חg la חr cultivati סd privileges f חlities a 

-mbay regi סed the B חi סthers j סther br סur סand f 
ut 1750ס. Samuel at that time was ab חts i חme 
g חurse of time the remaini סc 20ח years old. l 
. joined the same regiment סthers als סthree br 

HIS CAPTURE AS A PRISONER : 

. peace in lndia at that time סחThere was 
t and continued attacks חnsta סc סBesides, due t 

f Mysore סg חuth by Hyderalli, Ki סm the S סrr · 
-the Eng חחסTipu Sulta חסState and later his s 

n was סrder situati סns, law and סlish possessi 
f all these סry. ln spite סm satisfact סfar fr 

-thers never deser סdifficulties Samuel and his br 
-l סted the army but faced the odds like brave s 

diers. Often one could hear Samuel saying "What 
 is bס rח must also die. Sס whyסח t die in actiחס
חס the battle-field?" When it was a questiחס

ס f stס rmiח g a Fס rtס r aח attack iח theס pe,ח
the חthers were always i סd his br חSamuel a 

f bravery, Samuel's סr this act סe. But f חt li חסfr 

his חסklet ססthe b חסThis sketch is based 
-by the late Mr. Abraham Sam חry writte סlife hist 
 sחס Shapurkar, published by the Synagogue iח

. 1927 

as חgue was know סag 1796ח, the Sy חBuilt i 
le builder סgue after its s סag חSamaji Hasaji" Sy " 

. dred years חe hu חסr סSamuel Ezekiel Divekar f 
-te חf its Ce סn סccasi סthe 13 , 1896 ,חס May חO 
-amed "SHAAR-HA חns it was סery celebrati ח
. gue סr "GATE OF MERCY" Synag ס" RAHAM IM 

mpleted סgue c סag חre, the Sy סMay 1981, theref חl 
niversary חf its existence and 85th A 185סth year 

y. Samuel Ezekiel Divekar חסg cerem חf its nami ס
187 -chin 14סth Kislev 5557 in C חסdied 

 years agס.

re, it סtheref חסccasi סus סוc וthis ausp חO 
ver the world ווסis but right that the Jews a 

uld סparticular sh חe-lsraels i חd the Be חa 
-be built סagogue came t חw the Sy סow h חk 

-e חg the Be חסbe built am סgue t סag חthe first Sy 
-Wes חd the lraqi Jews, the first i חlsraels a 

. dia חl חrther סtral and N חCe ח,ter 

WHY THE MONTH OF KISLEV HAS AN 
ADDITIONAL SIGNIFICANCE TO BENE-ISRAELS 

f Kislev reminds the סth חסThe m 
ut the סrld ab סver the W סJews all 

ver סf the brave Maccabees סry סvict 
r סa fight f חts (167 BCE) i סDesp חSyria 

d culture that חm a סus freed סreligi 
The חס.ihilati חחm a סrescued Judaism fr 

-celebrate this festi סe-lsraels als חBe 
. y סf lights with great j סval 

th KISLEV חסthe Bene-lsraels the m סBut t 
ds them חce. lt remi חifica חal sig חסhas an additi 

-ns. Sam סe of their brave s חסf סism סf the her ס

-t in the Bri חmmanda סuel Ezekiel Divekar, C 
g חסgue am סag חbuilt the first Sy סtish Army, wh 

1796. The חd lraqi Jews i חe-lsraels a חthe Be 
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. ity חrtu סpp סevery חevery calamity; a pessimist sees calamity i חity i חrtu סpp חסptimist sees a חסA 

r face death סembrace lslam סers t חסpris ~ g חaski • 
bserve חסme סce the Muslim w חin public view. Si 

gs חceedi סwatch pr סwed t סwere all חme סveil, w 
Tipu was 1רNow althoug ח.d the scree חf rom behi 

ality חסup by the pers חvery cruel he was take 
y fear but חt exhibit a סחof Samuel who did 

-walked like a soldier towards him. Tipu ad 
d was חd his guts a חality a חmired his perso 

because ,חסask him about his religi סtempted t 
t be a סחg told him that he might חsomethi 

by Samuel was to this חdu. The reply give חHi 
t סe-lsraels". N חare Be וd חeffect " My brothers a 
, rds סhear these w סly Tipu was surprised t חo 

th סissa. Because b חחther, Fakhru סbut also his m 
, d his mother were very orthodox Muslims חTipu a 

which 'חseveral times, i חhad read The Qura סwh 
 there was refereח ce to Beח e-lsraels. Tipu, theח
-e חer for the Be חbegan to have a little soft cor 

his mother חre" whe סd theref חers a חסlsrael pris _ 
them, he yielded to her סpleaded for mercy t 

. years סr tw סf חt them to priso חd se חrequest a 
1784 ued till חti חThe war with the Britishers co 

. them חt betwee חthere was peace agreeme חwhe 
t חs of the peace-agreeme חditio חOne of the co 

ners should be releasea סwas that all the pris 
d other חther, lsajee a סby Tipu. Samuel, his br 

. ed home חBene-lsrael soldiers retur 

SAMUEL NOT ALLOWED TO RETIRE : 

54 me, he was סed h חSamuel retur חWhe 
his credit 34 years of סld and had t סyears 

retire from סservice. He expressed his desire t 
w סt all סחrities did סarmy life. But the Army Auth 

of the חso. He was made Chairma סhim to d 
. 1791 , 4 July' חסurt Marshall סeral C חGe 

wed to retire from the Army in סHe was all 
guished חf disti 42ס years חg i 1792ח, after putti 

. service 

FULFILMENT OF VOW : 

, gue סag חbuild a Sy סw t סHe fulfilled his v 
he thought he was חwhe חwhich he had take 

agogue he חws. The Sy סabout to face the gall 
 donated was opeח ed fס r public worship iח 1796 .

VISIT TO COCHIN AND HIS DEATH : 

d his brother חt , Samuel a חAfter retireme 
d purchased חmbay a סB חi חw סlsajee settled d 

der Railway חear Masjid Bu ח, d חa vast piece of la 
-which his house was situ חסThe street .חStatio 

t as חme חamed after him by the Gover חated was 

fami ly .tlad 10 ,pay a heavy pr)ce. Six 1of the 
ly Samuel חthe battlefield. O חסthers died סbr 

ther lsajee survived the bullets and סd his br חa 
f enfimies. Because of his brave סrds סthe sw . 

and יg the fort חdeeds, his strategy in stormi 
on promoted סopen fierd, he was s חסattack . 

 to the raח k of commandantס f the Sixtח
Battalion, Bombay Native lnfantry Regiment 

-k alloted to an lndian. After ser חthe highest ra 
ving in the army for 30 years Samuel was asked 

ntingent to fight in the Second סead a c וto 
1784 Mysore War which lasted from 1780 to , 

. werful Hyderalli of Mysore ס.against the p 
the death of Hyderalli in 1782 his son חO 

rce סt a f חse ח,k the title of Sulta ססTipu who t 
-jn 1783 which captured Bombay Force. Gene 

ral Mathews, under whom Samuel served 
was captured alongwith 20 other Europeans 

ther סd all were put to death. Samuel, his br חa 
e-lsrael Soldiers were חJsajee and other Be 

. ers חסmade pris 

-t to state here that the great חe חt is perti ו

-est dream of Samuel was to build a Synago 
one existed in those חgue for his brethren since 

the סdays, although the Bene lsraels adhered t 
agogues werc חreligion of their forefathers, Sy 

 uח kסח wח iח Palestiח e befס re the destructioח
f סd the forefathers חd Temple a חסof the Sec 

re סe bef חm Palesti סe lsraels had fled fr חthe Be 
ly חof the Temple. lt was o חthis destructio 
-the early aeca חmbay i סthey came to B חwhe 

tury that they were made חdes of the 18th Ce 
Europe חagogues i חce of Sy חaware of the existe 

tact with חסc חg i חafter comi חCochi חd i חa 
used to visit Bombay fr..r סJews wh חforeig 

" trade. Samuel had visited the "Pardeshi 
1568 while he חbuilt i חchi סC חagogue i חSy 

-m סas C חchi סfficial visit to C ס· his חסwas 
. the Army חt i חda חma 

w that he was captured by Tipu who was סN 
ers were ח...... .. the priso for his cruelty חw סחk 

, embrace lslam or face death סasked either t 
ssible for סw it would be p סdered h חSamuel wo 

him to fulfill his cherished dream. So he took 
hurt he would חw that should he escape u סa v 

se for the חexpe חw סagogue at his חbuild a Sy 
ity. But how to חe-lsrael Commu חefit of Be חbe 

. blem סescape was the big pr 

MIRACLE THAT SAVED HIS LIFE 

ed saved his life. lt חA miracle that happe 
d Tipu of חth Hyderalli a סf b סwas the practice 
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AN ORTHODOX JEW : 

ever ate חorthodox Jew. He חSamuel was a 
-kosher food although there were lot of tem ח-o ח
d חever he used to atte חs for these whe חptatio 

er parties. He was proud to חחd di חquets a חba 
call himself BENE-ISRAEL. He fulfilled his vow 

us סagogue. He was so religi חg a Sy חf buildi ס

at the חally travelled to Cochl חthat he perso 
g the sacred Sepher Torahs חbri סage of 67 t 

agogue, without which he felt the חfor his Sy 
t be complete. His death סחagogue would חSy 

 might have beeח due to streח uous jourח ey tס
, railways סחse days, there were סth חl .חchi סC 
, e had to travel by ship חes. O חpla סח, cars סח

. ship that used sails 

g that Samuel חוs וt surpr סח, lt is, therefore 
 Ezekiel Divekar should be remembered eveח

Poet ס.though he passed away 187 years ag 
: w rightly said סgfell חסL 

, d us חall remi חLives of great me " 
, make our lives sublime חWe ca 

, d us חg leave behi חd departi חA 
." f time סds חthe sa חסts חt-pri ססF 

NOTE: 

" amesח d Hasaji" me-ח Samaji , lsaji a חThe 
of this article are חductio סtr חthe i חed i חt io 

ce חd Ezekiel. Si חSamuel , lsaac a סt t חequivale 
-se early days were re סth חe-lsraels i חthe Be 
-ames appear חcalities, their סMuslim l חg i חsidi 

ced by the Muslim חflue חi חhave bee סed t 
. names 

d חthe 18th a חS-imilarly, Samuel Street i 
as " SAMAJI" Street חw סחtury was k 19חth ce 

" gue as "SAMAJI HASAJI סag חd the Sy חa 
. gue סag חSy 

., -· ~: .. 

SAMUEL STREET". Just close to this street " 
d חther a סamed after his br חthe1· street was סחa 

gue סag חThe Sy .דייas " ISAJEE STREE חw סחis k 
 he built at hisס wח expeח se is alsס situatedחס

. Samuel Street 

 The Syח agס gue was built but there wasסח
s 'חchi סC סceeded t סrah. So Samuel pr סSepher-T 

1568 to procure a חgue built i סag חPardeshi Sy 
chin סut the C סew ab חrahs. He k סfew Sepher-T 

agogue because of his visits חJews and their Sy 
his official capacity חuntry i סto that part of the c 

f the Army. At the age of סt חda חas a Comma 
 years, the visit pr 67ס ved streח uס us tס him. Twס

r Bombay he died סre hi·s departure f סdays bef 
. 5557 14th Kislev חס

As a tribute to the memory of Samuel 
Meeting of the וer·a חEzekiel Divekar, the Ge 

at חסluti סusly a res סim חa חgue passed u סag חSy 
February 23, 1919, the חסg held חits meeti 

: f which is as follows סn סslati חglish tra חE 

eral Body of the חg of the Ge חThis meeti " 
gue places סag חSHAAR-HA-RAHAMIM" Sy " 

f gratitude to סse חrd its deep se סrec חס

-m סthe late Mr. Samuel Ezekiel Divekar, C 
f the East סrces סthe armed f חt i חda חma 

) t חd Muccadam (Preside חy a חmpa סdia C חl 
-a חgue for building the Sy סag חof the Sy 

order to cater חse i חexpe חgue at his ow סg 
, ity חmmu סf the c סeeds חto the spiritual 

the departed סf respect t סd as a mark חa 
" m-Kippur סevery " Y חסlves that סul , res סs 
, day, after Shaharit prayers are over 
-the Syna חHASHKABA" be recited loudly i " 

". r him סgue f סg 

February 21סח ther resס lutiחס , 1926, a חO 
 was passed uח der which it was resס lved tס

r the late Samuel Ezekiel סrec ite HASHKABA f 
, iversary חחf his deafh a סthe date חסl<a r נrDi \r 

. 14th Kislev 

.•.... ".·"············ 

. ur hat סder y חr ld lies u סthe w חry i סped territ סdevel -rי de חst u סhe t'r\ ז
. d's gift to little meh סriceit is G סC 

29 



Nobel was a good and generous man, who 
created a foundation to encourage the study of 
science and literature and for PEACE. 

ALFRED BERNHARD NOBEL (1833-96) FOUNDER OF NOBEL PRIZES 
AND 

COMMANDANT SAMUEL EZEKIEL DIVEKAR (1730-97) FOUNDER OF 
THE FIRST BENE-ISRAEL SYNAGQGUE. 

A COMPARISON 

 Another version of the escape of Commandant Samuel Ezekiel Divekar from the prisonחו

. Hyderabad 

. From a Ms of the House of Rahabi 
) By N. E. Roby, Cochin ( 

~"!~ 

ln this world all things are changing - with days. Life has ceased to move along its old 
accustomed ways. Yet there are things which still endure. 

Samuel Ezekiel Divekar had also amassed 
, a large amount of wealth by way of gifts 
-because of his loyal service and valour dis 

. the battle-field חסplayed by him 

The man who was responsible for killing 
so many men in war, thought of building a 

. House of Worship for his community 

Thus it is presumed that these two noble 
souls, tried to atone for the wrong they had 

. done 

that he was a Bene-lsrael from Bombay. The 
. sons of Ezekiel were not aware of the fact 

They approached the Sultan a second time and 
appealed to him to release Divekar. This request 

-was also granted by the Sultan and he was re 
leased and was brought to Cochin . Samuel was 
struck by the beauty of the Synagogue and the 
Sepharim in Cochin, the like of which he had 
not seen elsewhere before. As a token of his 

 gratitude for his release he begged Ezekieו.
Rahabi to accept his life-savings as a donation 
to the Synagogue. Ezekiel informed him that as 
the Synagogue had funds of its own and as 
there were rich people in Cochin, he advised 
him to proceed to Bombay and with his money 
to bu ild a Synagogue for his community in 
Bombay. Samuel did as advised by Ezekiel and 
proceeded to Bombay in a boat which was given 
to him by Ezekiel. He built a Synagogue in 
Bombay in 1796. ln 1797 he returned to Cochin 

". to buy Sepher Torah but he died here 

: Note 
lt is for the historians and research stu­
dents to find out the exact facts of the 
escape of Divekar. However, it may be 
stated here that Divekar was captured 
by Tipu Sultan in 1783. 
Hyder Ali , father of Tipu , died in 1782. 

Very few people know that he was the in­
ventor of dynamite and amassed immense for­
tune from the trade in the explosive materia ls. 
lt is said that the Foundation came into exis­
tence because of his remorse for being respon­
sible for havoc the exposives created in wars. 

late Commandant What motivated the " 
-Samuel Ezekiel Divekar to build the Syna 

"? gogue 
ln a biographical sketch publi·shed in this 

Book it is stated that the late Commandant 
Divekar had a desire to build a Synagogue for 
the Bene-lsraels in Bombay, even before his 

. capture 
Manuscript the However, according to 

from the House of Rahabi, Samuel Eze\(iel 
Divekar wanted to donate his life-savings to 

. the Cochin Synagogue 
, ln 1776 when Hyder Ali reached Malabar " 

it was ·teared that he would attack Cochin 
and Thirthur where there was a Synagogue 

 built by Ezekiel Rahabi. The Raja of Cochin tס
avert the attack approached Ezekiel Rahabi 

-who was the Dutch Company's merchant. Eze 
kiel sent his three sons Elia, Moses, and David 
with rich presents to Hyder to spare Cochin 
from attack. On their arrival it was known in the 
camp of the Sultan that some Bene-lsraels 
have arrived who were well received by the 
Sultan. Samuel Divekar, an Officer of the 

. British Army was a captive in Hyder's hands 
As soon as he had heard of the arrival of 
some Jews, he approached them to plead for 
his release to the Sultan. He informed them 
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KAMMODAN MUCCADAM DAVID HAEEM DIVEKAR 

BENJAMIN SAMSON ASHTAMKAR 
THE FIRST KIRTANKAR AMONG THE BENE- ISRAELS (18-8-80) 

-et, Writer, Dra סAugust 18, 1872. He was a P חס
te plays סly wr חסt סחalist. He חur סd J חmatist a 

f the plays that סst סm חacted i סbut als 
dramas חw סחf the well-k סme סhe staged. S 

d staged חUrdu a חduced i סpr ח,d plays writte חa 
 by him were, 'The Merchaח tס f Veח ice' (iח
 which he acted as Bassaח i ס(, Laila Majח i) uח

 whiclר he acted as Majח fu), Shah Jeו a,ח
pular סShahpuri, etc. His dramas were very p 

ple. He was סf pe סumber חd attracted large חa 
' d edited the 'lsrael Sh.ram חalist a חur סa J סals 

. Marathi חe i חthly magazi חסa m 

phet סPr חסs חKirta חwritte סHe had als 
. dia חl חe-lsrael i חf the Be סry סd Hist חses a סM 

. ks ססther b ג.סsi חBesides he had writte 

 Due tס the impactס f the dramas writteח
-um חrmed by the late Divekar, a סd perf חa 

dramas חterest i חg i חuths started taki סf Y סber 
se סy' th וrs, particular סd acted as amateur act חa 

me סS · חס.mplete their educati סt c סחuld סc סwh 
i חdusta חr Hi סuths had picked up Urdu סf the y ס

m their סt fr חvery well which they had lear 
 fathers, whס had retired frס m the army whס

g their services חstudy it duri סrce t סhad perf 
. t חthe regime חi 

his credit - the סks t ססr, he had 45 b סauth 
-e חks published by a Be ססf b סumber חhighest 
-al "Teru ~חu סthly j חסfar. He edited a m סlsrael s 

His חס.d publicati 1878חס - the sec חvah" i 
al חur סedited the First j חסther, Aar סger br חu סy 

e-lsrael "Satya-Prakash" (The חg the Be חסam 
 True Light) iח 1877 .

 The fס llס wiח g are sס meס f his publicati,חס
: guage חMarathi La חi ווa 

ral סd M חus a סf Religi 1ס. Catechism 
 lח structiחס s (Traח slati(חס

mbay סthe B חg i 2ח. Jews servi 
 Army (Traח slati(חס

f the Jews סus faith 3ס. Religi 
 Preachers .4ס f Jewish Religiחס

f the Jews סus Rites 5ס. Religi 
m the Jewish סewslets fr חvel 6ס. N 

 Religiחס

1877 

1879 
1884 
1887 
1887 

1887 

The First Dramatist 

Haeem Divekar was The late David 
Muccadam David חda סf Kamm חססds חthe gra 
pted by the late סwas ad סSamuel Divekar (wh 

t Samuel Ezekiel Divekar). He חda חmma סC 
Muccadamship חda סf Kamm סffice סassumed the 

g the חסkar am חg the first Kirta חBesides bei 
. e-lsrael, the late Ashtamkar was ar חBe 

staged חalist. The first Kirta חur סd a j חr a סau·th 
Prophet " 18 , 1880חס August חסby him was 

Secretary of חס.Abraham" while he was the H 
ldest סagogue, the חthe "Gate of Mercy" Sy 

. e-lsrael חg the Be חagogue amo חSy 
ir סd the ch חacted as 'Haridas' a חjami חBe 
-m סf the C סmposed of the members סwas c 

agogue. He was very popular חmittee of the Sy 
e-lsraels חly the Be חt o סחd חkar a חas a Kirta 

du חflocked to hear him but also members of Hi 
f סbject חסities. The mai חd Muslim commu חa 
-was to impart reli חjami חs by Be חg Kirta חstagi 
-mmu סf the c סto the members חסus educati סgi 
-which his Kir חסpics סre the t סd theref חity a ח
s חs were based were Biblical. Other Kirta חta 
rmed by him were Elisha, Samuelחס, , Sams סperf 

d Joseph. As an חa חlomo סg S חg David , Ki חKi 

) verb סers - (lrish pr חr סws the c סחk ld brush סew broom sweeps well; but the חA 
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1868 

15. Rites are per the Biblical Laws 

16. Marathi Translation of Talmud 

17. Blessing after Mosaye Shabbath 
sighting of חסPrayers in praise 

) the moon (monthly 

18. Biography of Patriarch Abraham 
in Poetry form 1882 

He also published and edited the Journal, 
" Lamp of Judaism" from 1881-1885. 

1887 

1887 

7. Stories and Proverbs from 
Talmud 

8. Virtuous Damsel 

9. Hebrew is the Language of the 
Prayer 

10. Jewels from the Jewish Tales 

11. Life of Samson 

12. Life of Jonah in Lyrical form 

13. King David's Supreme patience 

14. Messiah 

1891 

1894 

1896 

1897 

1898 

JOSEPH EZEKIEL RAJPURKAR J.P. 

) 1871 ( f the Bombay University (1879) The first Bene-lsrael Hebrew Examiner סThe first Fellow 
) 1890 ( The first J ustice of the Peace 

-Jo (son of Ezekiel Joseph Ezekiel 
seph Rajpurkar - Superintendent of Schools 

in וestablished by the Free Church Missio1 
in חBombay and Kolaba District) was bor 

1834. He received his school and college 
education at the hands of such renowned 

, British educationists as Rev. John Wilson 
Rev. Dr. J. M. Mitchell, Rev. R. Nesbit and 

-Rev. Murray Michael. He won several scholar 
-ships and prizes. They have made complimen 

tary references to him as being a diligent 
student with clear logic and perseverence in 
their books of "Western lndia" published in 
England regarding their educational career in 

. lndia 

He began his career as a teacher in the 
David Sassoon Benevolent lnstitute and withi n 
five years rose to become its head-master 
and held this post for over 49 years. Under 
his expert yet fatherly guidance, have passed 

. out students who have made a mark in Govt 
-Services in lndia, England, China, other Bri 
-Even mem סס.ies and in America t חסtish Col 

bers of the Sassoon family - Sir Edward 
Sassoon Bart, British M.P. and Sir Sassoon 
uavid, Bart, who studied under Mr. Ezekiel 
had great reverence for him and held him in 

. high esteem 

He received his elementary knowledge of 
Hebrew from his father but mostly it was his 
own efforts that helped him master the language 

The late Joseph Ezekiel Rajpurkar of 
Bombay was exceptionally religious and as a 
lay-minister he was respected not only by the 
Bene-lsraeli and lraqi Jews in lndia but also 
by foreign Jews. Besides attending to religious 
duties he was an educationist and had done 
much for the upliftment of the community .... ... . 
this at a time when there were few educa­
tionists among Jews when they most preferred 
to distinguish themselves in military services. 

"lt is in giving that we receive". 
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ce חa century si חre tha סw, m סdemand even n 
ts are difficult חit was first published. But repri 

. t with his heirs סחpyright is סbecause the c 

the חסsed Special Prayers סmp סHe c 
f the סs חסary Celebrati חte חf the Ce חססccasi ס

1896. He had חgue i סag חf Mercy" Sy סGate " 
-r the perse סsed Special Prayers f סmp סc סals 

ring divine סr impl סcuted Russian Jews and f 
the public חסחסmpassi סrbearance and c סf 

th סmbay was ravaged with plague. B סwhen B 
the "Gate of חgs were held i חthese meeti 

. gue סag חfv1ercy" Sy 

ured by the British סn סn 1890 he was h ו
-d he received prai חf the Peace a סas Justice 

d-will ססd g חce, humility a חr his patie סses f 
ities חmmu סf all c סple סm pe סwards all , fr סt 

-e חers. He was the first Be חreig סd f חlndians a 
-served as Spe חhe eve חfte סlsrael J.P. Quite 

. urt סmbay High C סthe B חr i סcial Jur 
f events in סrd סtained a rec חHe had mai 

 the cס mmunity, excerptsס ­f which are reprס
. k ססthis b חduced elsewhere i 

perfectly - a self-taught Hebraist. He was סs 
mbay סExaminer in Hebrew language at the B 

ns סn Examinati סr the Matriculati סUniversity f 
, st graduate levels סd P חand at graduate a 
-t a Graduate - gra סחugh he was 1871ס) th ( 

the חduced later i סtr חurses were i סc חסduati 
. mbay University סB 

" minated a " FELLOW סln 1879 he was n 
ughly studied and סr סf the University. He th ס

compared the . Jewish and Christian scriptures 
. wledge סand was well satisfied with his kn 
-This knowledge helped him in imparting reli 

. uth סn to the y סgious educati 

 He translated several Hebrew bסס ks intס
f members סr the benefit סMarathi 1anguage f 

-ity. " The 5 confes חe-lsrael commu חof the Be 
-pitia סement" ; "The Pr חסf At סf the Day סs חסsi 

k" - to ססtory Prayers" , "The Daily Prayer B 
-u וver 20 vo סname a few. Altogether he has 
r סr וitסmes to his credit - either as an au 

r. "The Daily Prayer Book" having סtranslat 
s is highly in חסd Marathi versi חthe Hebrew a 

Name 

Catalogue of Published Works by Joseph Ezekiel 

Original or Year of 
Translation Publication 

Sr. 
No. 

Sr. 
No. 

1879 al חOrigi 
10. The True aspect 

of Judaism 
11 . A Chronological 

cient חoutline of A 
ry סJewish Hist 

12. Hebrew Primer 
' 3rd Edition ' 

13. An Elementary 
Hebrew Grammer 

f סk ססdb 14ח. A ha 
s חסHebrew Abbreviati 
) glish חd E חHebrew a ( 

15. The Jewish 

1880 " 

1881 " 

1882 " 

1887 " 

1889 propitiatory Prayer Translation 
16. The Daily Prayers 

Hebrew with ( 
 Marathi Translatio(ח

The Five Jewish Fasts 
Child 's Hebrew First 

al חOrigi Book (3rd Edition) 
19. The three great 

Jewish Festivals 
 Special Prayersחס
s חSpecial Occasio 

1889 
 " r189י

" 
17. 
18. 

1893 

1901 
" 20. 

" 

f יYear o Original or 
Translation Publication 

Name 

1858 

1. The Confession of 
the Jewish חסSins 

Day of Atonement Translation 
2. The Jewish Marriage 

Ceremony 
3. The Jewish New 

Year's Day 
4. Remission of Vows 

d Prayer offered חa 
re סthe Sea-sh חס

chus סf Anti 5ס. History 
the חסes חEpipha 

lnstitution of the 
 Feast of Dedicatioח

6. The Prayers of the 
t חDay of Atoneme 

Volume-1 
7. The Prayers of 

nement סDay of At 
Volume-11 

8. The Ethics of the 
Fathers 

f סfs 9סס. Scripture Pr 
Jewish Doctrines 

1862 
" 

1862 
" 

1864 
" 

1866 

1867 
" 

~ 868 
" 

1870 
" 

1876 Original 
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HAEEM SAMUEL KEHIMKAR 

) 1897 ( f Bene- lsrael סry סwrite an authentic hist סThe first t 

-n Cere סHarris presided at the Prize Distributi 
 mחס yס f the Schסס l heldחס March 7, 1893, i!ו

l was ססf the Sch סrt סlla. The rep סh סlsrael M 
ds חt fu חut by Kehimkar. When sufficie סread 

-l build ססwere accumulated he purchased a sch 
in חסd at Mazga חu סmp סir•g with a large c 
n סvati סחd re חut repairs a סg 1896ח. After carryi 

pen 1:.ס ~ l was declar ססg, the Sch חto the buildi 
rd סmbay·, L סf B סr סvern 1899ס by the then G חi 

. Sandhurst 

r טThe late Kehimkar established a Pray 
as "Etz חw סחd k חu סmp סl C ססthe Sch חi ווa דו

-f esta סbject 1888ס. The חHaeem" Prayer Hall, i 
r giving סly f חסt סח, blishing this Prayer Hall was 

r סf סrship, but als סr divine w סrtunity f סpp סan 
l, helping ססthe sch סry help t סnit סredeeming m 

the חסks ססf b סns סitiating publicati חd i חa 
ts with חr stude ססg p חand helpi חסJewish religi 

f סg. After the death חthi סd cl חks a ססb 
­· m סf a New C סt חtme חi סd the app חKehimkar a 

m the סmittee, this Prayer Hall was shifted fr 
w exists as a separate סחd חl premises a ססsch 

. n סstituti חi 

, t יrThe late Kehimkar was the Pres ide 
-d חu סl he f ססf the sch סd Treasurer חSecretary a 

ity חmmu סf the c סf the members סme סed. S 
re סm חסistered חbe admi סl t ססted the sch חwa 

Jewish סgl חthe A סcratic basis, appealed t סDem 
frame סpersuade Kehimkar t סt חסciati סAss 

, re סFebruary 1907 theref חl חס.stituti חסa New C 
f the סa member ,חסd חסf L סdau חH. La 

 Cס uח cilס f the Angl-ס Jewish Assס ciatiחס c-חס
-m סe-lsrael C חf the Be סg חed a Public Meeti חve 

ut the סs ab חסr suggesti סg f חity calli חmu 
age the חma סmmittee t סf a C סt חtme חi סapp 

ted but חmmittee was appoi סol . Such a C סsch 
it סver t סwas passed חסistrati חthe actual admi 

 after the deathס f Kehimkar iח 1908 .

the סt חtio חal atte חסpay pers סrder t חסl 
ate Kehimkar וl, the ססf the sch סactivities 

 occupied premises iח the schסס l fס ­r his resideח
 tial ourposes after his retiremeח t iח whicl .1878ר
 he cחס tiח ued tסס ccuoy till his passiח g away iח

. f 77 years 1908ס at the age 

-d well חus a סf the fam סr סHe is the auth . 
k "HISTORY OF THE BENE-ISRAEL ססb חow חk 

uscript of חOF BOMBAY PRESIDENCY", ma 

The late Haeem Samuel Kehimkar was 
חס e of the few leaders iח the cס mmuח ity whס

f סt חceme חwards the adva סtributed t חסc 
e-lsraels. As early חg the Be חamo וeducatic1 

sible for the חly respo 1853ח he was mai חas i 
f the " BENE-ISRAEL BENEVOLENT חסformatio 

ciety vvas to סbject of this S סSOCIETY". The 
-with a reli חto the childre חסprovide educati 

 gious base aח d to study of the Hebrew la-ח
vide a home סbject was to pr סguage; its other 

, ity חmmu סs of the C חd Orpha חfor Destitutes a 
 giviח g first priority to Educatioח.

ciety of סt S חevole חe-lsrael Be חThe Be 
, Secretary חס.which Kehimkar was the H 

d started a חted out premises at Khadak a חre 
. 1875 , 5 July חסd Hebrew School חJ1arath i a ~ 

d that the School premises was חhe fou חWhe 
, he ,חmodate more childre סacc וt tt חsufficie :ח

t Society aoproached חle סev חbehalf of the Be חס

the "GATE OF ח,glo-Jewish Associatio חthe A 
-thro חd a few phila חMERCY" SYNAGOGUE a 

to a חverted i חpists; the small School was co 
­1881ח . He had great i חdary School i חSeco 

t חaccou חסd חt Circles a חme חce in Gover חflue 
or of Bombay Lord חGover חof this, the the 

. g its masses חסo illiteracy am חlt has been the pride of Judaism that there is 

34 



. ~~.,. 

D. J. SAMSON (KILLEKAR) L.C.E . 

) verb סapply it - (Persian pr סn sense t סmm סunds ofc סearning requires ten p וf סund סOne p 

Marathi Daily סSOl\!GS ". He translated int 
. k ססPrayer B 
mmittee of the Haeem Samuel סThe C 

Keh imkar Testimonial Fund presented the 
-f Haeem Samuel Kehim סrtrait סol with a p סsch 

r the סks f סkar in oil and a selection of ,bo 
' rthy סrate the 'w סl library to commem ססsch 

. service rendered by him to the community 

-Kenneseth Bene lsrael Prayer Hall " which sepa '" 
f Mercy" Synagogue סm the " Gate סra ted fr 

 ) t (1872ס the creditor. The Synagס gue Auth-ס
-r סfile an appeal, but the Att סities wanted t יr 

ceed סpr סgue declined t סf the Synag סneys 
wards סunt t סwith the appeal unless certain am 

-them in advance. The Syna סfees were pa id t 
re it became סney and theref סm סחad רgue l סg 

blem. However, at this critical סdifficu lt pr .ס

n came to the rescue סjuncture, D. J. Sams 
-nal secu סgue by giving pers סof the Synag 
-rneys. ln the Appeal, the judge סthe Att סrities t 

f the סur סf the Chief Justice was in fav סt רוme 
rities and almost all the סgue Auth סSynag 

. gue סred to the Synag סuses were rest סwareh 

-n, D. J. Sam סfessi סBeing an engineer by pr 
perty סr extending the pr סnsib le f סson was resp 

me of the סs חסreys סnstructing upper st סby c 
me סwns and thereby increasing the inc סd סg 
-/m Rs. 300ס t סf rent fr ס; way ~ of the Trust b 
n סnth . This was the situati סRs. 1, 150/- per m 

ts וgue had in 5ס. By 1925 the Synaq 19ח in 
f סnearly Rs. 60,0()0/-. The "Gate 'חסssessi סp 

ts of סing l סgue had been d סMercy" Synag 
mmunitv by granting grants סd work in the c ססg 

r סnal institutions, f סparticularly to educati 
uipping the library, for establishment of an ~ e< 

r סthe po סr medical aid t סrph<inage and f ס

-s סmmunity. All this was p סf the c סmembers 
-unt at the dis סsible because of the large am 

gue. D. J. Samson was also סf the Synaq סsal סp 
f the founder members of the All lndia סone 

k active part in ססlsraelite Leaque and also t 
l (then ססrie Sch ססf the Sir Ellv Kad סthe affairs 

.) ol סwn as lsraelite Sch סkn 

-teach Mathematics to the se סsed t וHe L 

. Sundays חסol סf lsraelite Sch סnior students 
are alive still recall סf his students wh סThcse 

the lucid manner by wh ich he used to explain 
. blems סthe pr 

35 

mpleted in 1897. About fifty years סwhich was c 
ate וlater this history was published by the 

k ססDr. Emanuel Olsvanger in Jerusalem. This b 
se who have סth ווa סhas served as a guide t 

. f the Bene-ls raels סry סthe hist חסks ססwritten b 

" HEBREW 
MARATHI 

f the סr סHe is also the auth 
AND "HEBREW d דra AER " ~ PRl 

lastic סD. J. was a bri ll iant student in his sch 
n he סn examinati סcareer. At the matriculati 

, secured cent per cent marks in Arithmetic 
. metry סAlgebra and Ge 

n he סAfter passing the L.C.E. examinati 
n ססjoined the Bombay lmprovement Trust and s 

f his סffice by sheer dint סthe highest סse t סr 
inted by סf the Trustees app סability. He was one 

the "Gate of Mercy" Synagogue in 1901. The 
others were Solomon Moses Vakrulkar and סtw 

. ses Malekar סne M סGersh 

. r the part played by D.J סt been f סHad it n 
-y Dharam סn in the suit filed by Cassumbh סSams 
f סvery סr the rec סgue f סsey against the Synag 

unting to Rs. 1,Q0,000/-, the סhis debts am 
f Mercy" Synagogue would have lost סGate " 

: perties. lt happened like this סall its pr 

had filed a su it סy Dharamsey, wh סCassumbh 
ans, had succeeded סf his l סvery סr rec סin 1890 f 

wer Court by getting the judgement סin the L 
ur and a heavy decree was passed סin his fav 

gue. This in effect meant סagainst the Synag 
-perties plus the pay סf all pr סss 1ס mplete סc 

r and in סthe credit סunt t סf huge am סment 
f Rs . 10/- as rent by the סn payment סadditi 



e of the חסses Vakrulkar was סSolomon M 
" f Mercy סf the "Gate סfirst three Trustees 
 Synagס gue appointed in 1901. lnס rder tס
-r the wel סn f סre time and attenti סte m סdev 

m the סf the community he resigned fr סfare 
Trusteeship in August 1905 and served the 

r quite a few סgue as a President f סSynag 
. years 

SOLOMON MOSES VAKRULKAR 
. r סlicit סB.A., LLB., S 

. dy סes the b סur d סd, as lab חi רngthens the וrDifficulties stre 

-n סf the K סnkan and was Trustee סf K סment 
k active part in ססciety and t סn S סkan Educati 

laba District סls in K ססstarting Technical Sch 
-k inte ססwn as Raigad Dist.). He also t סw kn (סח

Alibag Creek חסg a bridge חnstructi סrest in c 
. at Akshi 

e חn סAfter passing his LL.B. Examinati 
Alibag in 1902. By חstarted legal practice i 

-m סf the B חססati חrs Exami סlicit סpassing the S 
ciety in 1909 he סrated Law S סrp סbay lnc 

have passed סe lsrael t חbecame the first Be 
r 's Examination. He practised as a סlicit סthe S 

r for the Bombay High Court first as a סlicit סS 
partner of Mr. Judah and then independantly 

. r more than 60 years סf 

-n סver the public meeting c סHe presided 
 vened by the lsraelite Brotherhoס d iח t 1927ס

collect funds for the relief of the victims of the 
Gujarat, Sind and Orissa. The famous חds i ססfl 

i Naiduס was kסח wח , wh חji סetess, Mrs. Sar סp 
dia ", had addressed the חf l סgale חas "Nighti 

. meeting 

-Ali חFebruary 28, 1879 i חסHe was born 
January 26, 1972 in חסd passed away חbag a 

. mbay סB 

-ly res חare mai סse wh סf th סe חסHe was 
g about a compromise חgi חr bri סnsible f סp 

" f Mercy סparties of the "Gate סthe tw חbetwee 
-n סf which a c סgue in 1927, as a result סag חSy 

ey was חgue mo סf Synag סt חu סsiderable am 
and a tidy sum of חסf litigati סsaved by way 

wment סan end חut Rs. 60,000/- was put i סab 
. tral Hall חnstruc·ting a Ce סfund instead of c 
-ntri סWhile a few friends appreciated his c 
 butiחס tס this cס mprס mise by arranging aח

gue סf the Synag סr him, members סAT HOME f 
-nse סr three c סelected him as their President f 

. 1928 m סcutive years fr 

He was also President of Sir Elly Kadoori e 
-m סaging C חf its Ma סd a member חl a סScho 

r several years. He was a Trustee of סmittee f 
-r Destitutes and Or סme f סthe Bene lsrael H 
. r several year:s סd its first Secretary f חphans a 
-e-lsrael Con חthe Be חHe actively participated i 
. 1925 the year חference and was its President i 

n סference Educati חe-lsrael Co חHe served the Be 
n סm its very incepti סFund as its Secretary fr 

nsecutive years and סur c סr f סin the year 1918 f 
d חsubsequently became its Vice-President a 

a leading member of סPresident. He was als 
ften requested סHe was חס.i חus U סJewish Religi 

. ns סdeliver serm סt 

mmunal סthe C חi חסBesides his participati 
f סard סf the B חסmatters, he was Chairma 

dia Tanneries חrs of (i) The Western l סDirect 
ries סrat סmbay Film Lab סLimited and (ii) . B 

his demisl3 סn in 1941 upt סsince its incepti ( 
-p סin 1972) . He was interested in the devel 
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He was elected a Trustee ot the " Gate 
of Mercy" Synagogue Estate Trust alongwith 
the late D. J. Samson and Solomon 
Moses Solicitor in 1901. Alongwith his Co­
Trustees he was instrumental in recovering the 
mortgaged property. He was also one of the 
leaders for amalgamation ot " Kenneseth Bene 
lsrael Prayer Hall" with the "Gate of Mercy" 
Synagogue, and was one of those who carried 
the Sepher Torah Scrolls from the Prayer Hall 
(Malya Warchi Masjid) to the "Gate nf Mercy" 
Synagogue, early in the morning of April 6, 
1906. 

GERSHONE MOSES MALEKAR 

During the period he was a member of the 
Managing Committee of the lsraelite High 
School, now known as the Sir Elly Kadoorie 
High School , he conducted Hebrew reading 

 classes for the children of the schoolחס
. Sundays 

Gershone Moses Malekar, popularly known 
as G. Moses succeeded his father the late 
Subedar Major Sardar Bahadur Moses Bapuji 
(Benjamin) Malekar, J.P. as the Hon. Treasurer 
of the " Gate of Mercy" Synagogue in 1893 and 
according to the reports available he continued 
the good work like his father till 1899. He was the second son of Subedar Major 

Sardar Bahadur Moses Benjamin. J.P., who was 
attached to the 12th Regiment stationed at Aden. 

lf a child lives with critisism, he learns to Condemn, 

lf a child lives with ridicule, he learns to be- Shy, 

, lf a child lives with shame, he learns to feel guilty 

; earns to be patient וlf a child lives with tolerance, he 

lf a child lives with encouragement he learns Confidence; 

lf a child lives with praise, he learns to Appreciate; 

lf a child lives with fairness, he learns Justice; 

lf a child lives with security, he learns to have Faith; 

lf a child lives with Approval , he learns to like Himself; 

lf a child lives with Acceptance and Friendship, 

HE LEARNS TO FIND LOVE IN THE WORLD. 

 י;;; aזנ rנ tי r 1נ r : 1ט t tu rי aזיי
··~-~- ·-~ 

Be strenuous in effort, patient in endurance and strong in resolution . 
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Dr. ELIJAH MOSES RAJPURKAR, M.D. 

Justice of the Peace 

) 1920 ( he only Bene-lsrael to be elected to the Bombay Municipal Corporation ז

.) 1937 ( and the only Bene-lsrael Mayor 

After being out of the Corporation for 
acout twelve years he contested the election 

' to the Municipal Corporation in 1923 from 'B 
Ward (Mandvi). Although this ward contained 

-a large number of Bene-lsrael voters his vic 
-tory was mainly due to the cosmopolitan sup 

ort \rvhich he recieved from the voters of his כן

constituency. He continued to represent this 
-constituency for over 15 years. During his Coun 

various Committees חסci!lorship he served 
-d was responsible for solving the Educa חה

f the City. ln סti on and Health Problems 
recognition of his abilities, he was elected 
Chairman of the Medical Relief & Public Health 
Committee and represented the Municipal 
Corporation and the lmprovement Trust for 
several years. He was a member of Opium 

-1ry Committee. For two decades he work וat חE 
s Chairman of the King George V lnfirmRry חed 

-;:i.nr:J Lady Dhunbai Jehangir Home for desti 
. tutes 

Dr. Mos.es took an active part in ·the affairs 
of the Community. He was one of the trustees 
of the "Gate of Mercy" Synagogue Estate 

1919. He was חTrust, having been elected i 
also a Trustee of the Bene-lsrael Home for 
Destitutes and Orphans. He also took an 
active part in the deliberations and activities 
of the Bene-lsrael Conference and the 
Bene-lsrael Conference Education Fund. He 
was the President of the Conference in the 
year 1918 and of the Bene-lsrael Conference 
Education Fund in the year 1919. He was thi:; 
Vice President of the Bene-lsrael Conference 
EdL1cation Fund from 1920-22. He was also the 

. President of the Central Jewish Board of lndia 

He was the Managing Trustee of the Jew­
ish Cemetery Trust. The acquisition of the burial 
ground at Dr. E. Moses Road (the road is 
named after him) was due to him. He did his 
level bes1: for not converting the Jewish Ce­
metery at Two Tank Road and at Clare Road 

lnnumerable cemeteries are filled with people who thought the world could not get along 
without them. 
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-The late Dr. Elijah Moses had the distinc 
-tion of being the first Bene-lsrael to be a Muni 

cipal Councillor as also the Mayor of Bombay 
in 1937. His services to the City of Bombay 

'} extended over a number cf years; in the ver 
 ­early years he was nominated by the Goverח

ment as a Municipal Councillor. However, when 
he criticised the Government's Education 
policy at a school function in the presence of 
the Governor of Bombay, the Government did 
not re-nominate him when his three year term 

. expired 
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SHALOME t-IAEEM RAJPURKAR KAJI 

. m them סme fr סw s סrr סb סney is t סue of m וthe va חteach childre סThe surest way t 

deliver סused t סses als סThe late Dr. M 
. s and had published a Materia Medica חסserm 
• m סf the Jewish C 1ס-Je was the first member 

f the חססati חpass the M.D. Exami סity t חmu 
minated a Justice סחiversity. He was חBombay U 

. r 40 years סf ןs סof the Peace and held the p 
ses passed סin 1873 at Ahmednagar, Dr. M חr סB 

 away at a ripeס ld ageס f 85 at Puח e iח 1957 .
nde, the then סving tribute, Shri M. V. D סm ח>בl 

Mayor of Bombay described him as an ardent 
ame חsocial worker and a humanitarian. His 

f the סk ססlden B סscribed in the G חi חhas bee 
. d in Jerusalem חnal Fu סJewish Nati . 

f its סPRAYER HALL" was started, he was one 
leading member and represented the Prayer 

f סvery סr the rec סurt case filed f סHall in the C 
perties סgue pr סf Mercy" Synag סthe "Gate 

.. dan Abraham Haske1 Divekar סg with Kamm חסal 
f the Chief Justice סHeeding to the warning 

·. t compromise, the סחthat if two parties did 
perties might be lost, he played סSynagogue pr 

n סi חut the re-u סg ab חgi חbri חle i סg r חa leadi 
-gue and the Prayer Hall . ln ap סag חf the Sy ס

dered חof this very valuable service re חסpreciati 
gue elected him סag חby him the Jamat of the Sy 

a -rrustee in 1919 and decided to give 
him סur t מEreb Kip חס-" MISHEBERAKHA " 

his heirs thereafter סg his life time and t חduri 
be סued t חnti סues. He c חti חס"Th is practice still c 

gue till he passed away סag חf the Sy סa Trustee 
f the סn. Secretary סd was H 30-1-1970ח a חס

 Trust fס r quite a few years. He alsס toס k keeח
 iח terest in the affairsס f the lsraelite Schסס 1

.) l ססrie Sch ססf<ad ( 

. 1875 , 2 December חסrn סHe was b 
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f his סspite חwever, i סH ח.a public garde סt חו
f years, he did סumber חr a סrts f סcere eff חsi 

. not succeed 

-ar חses had written a סThe la te Dr. E. M 
ad Jewish Burial סrhe Clare R -" חסticle 

e-ls rae l חthe Be חd" which appeared i חu סGr 
. 1926 , d August חf July a סReview in the issue 

rts made by the סed the eff חtai חסThis art icle c 
leaders of the community and Dr. E. Moses 

the cemeteries by the חin part icular to retai 
. mmunity סc 

ciated with the " Gate סHe was initially ass 
the split חwever whe סgue. H סag חf Mercy" Sy ס

occured and the " KENNESETH BENE ISRAEL 



ABRAHAM REUBEN BHINJEKAR 

ABRAHAM SAMSON SHAPURKAR 

the which were very much appreciated by 
 cחס gregatiחס.

 He was the first persחס tס write a bi-ס
-agogue, Sam חf the Sy סder חu סf the F סgraphy 
 uel Ezekiel Divekar, which was pubד i ishedח

by al. "THE ISRAELITE" edited חur סthe j 
-f Feb סits issue חBarrister David S. Erulkar, i 

iversary חחthe 128th death a חruary, 1918. O 
f סder חu סf the f 14 5686- 1-12-1925 (ס Kislev ( 

the life חסgue, he delivered a talk סag חthe Sy 
 of the fס uח der. Members of the cחס gregatiחס

very much appreciated חסccasi סthe חסt חprese 
-ses Jhirad סM חסd the late Mr. Sams חthis talk a 

f the סt חageme חkar Kazi requested the ma 
f the סry סpublish the life st סgue t סag חSy 

mmittee סthe C חסder, which suggesti חu סF 
 accepted whס le heartedly by passiח ­g a resס
 lutiחס tס this effect at its meetiח g heldחס
 Jaח uary 31, 1926. The publicatiחסס ­f the biס

d the Jamat חterest a חgraphy created further i 
gue at its סag חf the Sy ס) g חeral meeti חge ( 

February 21 , 1926 decided that חסg חmeeti 
-ul of the de סr the s סHashkaba be recited f 
 parted leaderחס his death aחח iversary. (Seveח

gue at its סag חf the Sy סyears earlier, the Jamat 
lved סFebruary 26, 1919 had res חסg held חmeeti 

f the leader סul סr the s סrecite Hashkaba f סt 
-g ser חi חr סm Kippur after the m סevery Y חס

dered by חservices re חr the yeome סvice.) F 
 Shapurkar Master, the Jamatס f the Syח agס­

ul סr his s סrecite Hashkaba f סgue decided t 
. g servfces חi חr סm Kippur after the m סY חס

g חr publishi סsible f חסly resp חHe was mai 
 the jס urח al "FRIEND OF ISRAEL" iח 1894 .

tlis חסever he gave this up after a few m ס·אH 
-f publish סsibilities חסver the resp סded חd ha חa 

. Aptekar .וb סJac סal t חur סg the j חi 
pu·blished 100 year Hebrew סHe had als 

m 1901ס He tra .2000ח slated iח tס . t סdar fr חCale 
. th סd Shabu חver a סMarathi Pass 

r the סrked f סjekar w חBhi חAbraham Reube 
d חgue as Trustee a סag חf Mercy" Sy סGate " 
. r quite a few years סf the Trust f סTreasurer 

d was חm the Trusteeship a סed fr חLater he resig 
-m סgue c סag חf the Sy סelected as a member 
r סTreasurer f .חסf which he was H סmittee 

. me years סs 

pularly סp apurkar, וSl חAbraham Samso 
s חas Shapurl<ar Master (Master mea חcw חk 

tire life חted practically his e סteacher) had dev 
-a חf Mercy" Sy סf the "Gate סgress סr the pr סf 
-t Secre חf which he '.'1as a paid Assista סgue סg 
-ity, parti חmmu סf the c סr the welfare סd f חtary a 

g the חסam חס.f religi סr the spread סcularly f 
be סclasses which used t חסuths. His religi סy 

every Saturday attracted a large חסducted חסc 
d סuths. This was because his meth סf y סumber ח

. t חg the class was quite differe חducti חסf c ס
ew חs, which he k חסg serm חf preachi סstead חl 

d the חuths to atte סtivate the y סt m סחwould 
r'elate Biolical סclass regularly, he used t 

. d the themes חexpa חd the חries a סst 
 He religiס usly used tס deliver sermחס s iח
~ d Fast חf Festivals a סdays חסgue סag חthe Sy 

ugh. - Fred Allen סחce is e חס, rk it right סu w סce. But if y חסly חסu live סY 
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J. SAMSON was one of the leading ו.

Advocates in Bombay Presidency. (ln those days 
Bombay Presidency comprised of Maharashtra 

.) and Gujarat 

1. J. SAMSON (Killekar), 

B.A., LL.B., ADVOCATE 

We do not count a man's years until he has nothing else to count. - (Emerson) 

ship orders were issued for his appointment 
as permanent Judge of the Small Causes Court, 
Bombay and had not the Government to with­
draw the order of appointing him a permanent 
Judge, he would have risen not only to the 
office of the Chief Judgeship of the Small 
Causes Court but would have also been ele­
vated to the Bench of the Bombay High Court 
subsequently. The reason for the withdrawal 
of the appointment order by the Government 
was that some one had complained that wh ile 
Samson was officiating as an Acting Judge he 
had signed the memorandum "SIMON GO 
BACK" issued by the All lndia Congress Com­
mittee. When questioned about the same 
Samson admitted that he did sign the memo­
randu m as he was a member of the Congress . 
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He was elected to the Bombay Presidency 
-Bar Council in 1926 and cor\tinued to be elec 

ted to this Augus1t Body till he passed away in 
1942. lt is indeed creditable for a person of 
a minority community to get elected to the Bar 

ing votes almost cent per cent זuCouncil by sec 
from non-Jew Advocates. Jewish Advocates 

. one's finger-tips חסcould be counted 

He was appointed an Acting Judge in the 
Small Causes Court in 1926 and again in 1927. 
After he completed the term of Acting Judge-



 uaז rכ tונ rכ 1ru11יtי1Wוי•

DON'T QUIT 

, When things go wrong as they sometimes will 

, When the road you're trudging seems all up hill 

. When the furids are low and the debts are high 

, And you want to smile, but you have to sigh 

, When care is pressing you down a bit 

, t. but don't you quit ~ Rest if you mu 

, Life is queer with its twists -and turns 

, As everyone of us sometimes learns 

, And many a failure turns about 

; When he might have won had he stuck it out 

-Don't give up though the pace seems slow 

. You may succeed with another blow 

-Success is failure turned inside out 

; he Silver tint of the clouds of doubt ז

, And you never can tell just how close you are 

, lt may be near when it seems so far 

-So stick to the fight when you 're hardest hit 

lt 's when things seem worst that you 
. must not quit 

The session of the Bene lsrael Conference 
-and All lndia lsraelite League which commenc 

1937 ed in 1917 ceased to function in 1927. ln 
the leaders of both these communal roof 

 crganisations came together and Bene lsraeו
-Conference was revived . At its very first ses 

sion after its revival in 1937 he was elected 
. as its President 

ot lot y days there were וln those ear 
inspite of the activities in the community 

, J. Samson .ו. existance of the two parties 
, 0 . J. Samson, A. S. Erulkar and D. S. Erulkar 

who belonged to the All lndia lsraelite League 
were often referred to as Samson brothers and 

. Erulkar brothers 

Samson used to teach English in honarary 
capacity to the senior students of the lsraelite 

. Sundays חסSchool 

He was one of the leading members of the 
All lndia lsraelite League which commenced 
its First Session in 1918. 

He worked for the League in the capacity 
of a Secretary and also as President. He took 

-keen interest in ·the affairs of the Jewish Co 
-Operative Bank which was a creation of All 
-lndia lsraelite League and continued to asso 

ciate himself with the Bank for a number of 
years. He was also a member of the " Gate of 

-Mercy" Synagogue, " Tiphereth lsrael " Syna 
gogue, Sir Elly Kadoorie School for which he 

. ary and later as President eנt worked as Secr 
When the Bene lsrael Home for Orphans and 

1935 Dest itutes started admitting Orphans in 
Samson was elected as one of the Trustees of 
the Home and worked as a Chairman till he 

. 1942 passed away in 

fl IU f ו•lt ווlt וו 11ווWlt ! .. ~-

Life is Mathematics. Add. friends, substract enemies, Multiply joys and divide sorrows. 
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Don 't Judge a man by his failures in life, for 
many a man fails because he is too honest 
to succee.d. 

, Don't Judge a man by the clothes he wears 
. er -ודGod made the one and the tailor made the ot 

SAMUEL JUDAH CHINCHOLKAR 
Superintendent, St. John's Ambulance Brigade , Jewish Division. 

ln appreciation of his long and meritorious 
services towards the ambulance movement, 
Samuel Judah Chincholkar was nominated to 
receive "THE ORDER OF THE CROSS OF ST. 
JOHN" at the hands of King George VI at Buc­
kingham Palace in London in April 1951. But 
fate robbed him of this unique honour. He 
passed away six months earlier. Samuel was 
associated with " SHAAR HARAHAMIM" -
" GATE OF MERCY" SYNAGOGUE for a number 
of years and was its Committee Member and 
Secretary also for a number of years. Besides, 
he held office in other communal institutions 
like Sir Elly Kadoorie School , Jewish Cemetery. 
The Bene-lsrael Home for Destitutes and Or­
phans, Chevra Kadisha , etc. 

(iii) And the most prestigious award 
The Order of the Red Cross of St. 
John, which he could not receive a~ 

stated earlier. 

He was not only a prominent figure in the 
Jewish Community but was also well known , 
outs ide the community. He was a member o f 
the " INDIAN FRIENDSHIP LEAGUE" and a 

-nder member of the " ST. JOHN'S AMBU נL סf 
· LANCE BRIGADE" in lndia (ST. JOHN AMBU 

LANCE BRIGADE, Jewish Division, Overseas 
.) 1905 Section was founded by E. S. Baker in 

At the time of his passing away he held the 
rank of the " SUPERINTENDENT" of the Jewish 
Division Ambulance. Under his supervision and 

-guidance, men and women of the Jewish Divi 
sion not only attended various sports meet in 
Bombay in order to render first aid to those 
who were likely to be injured, but also during 
perilous periods of disturbances - communal 
riots , national liberation movement launched by 
the lndian National Congress when the police 

. mercilessly beat the non-violent satyagrahis 
-He was the recipient of many awards and Cer 

tificates of Appreciation , the important of which 
-: were 

i) The Commanding Officer 's Medal, in ( 
-appreciat ion of his long and merito 
-r ious services to the St. John's Ambu 
-lance. Th is award was personally con 

him in 1949 by the then חסferred 
-Governor, Dr. Raja Maharaj Singh 

. Rajendra Singh 

(ii) Medal for rendering first aid to the in­
jured at a great personal ris:c during 
the visit of King George V when 
serious disturbances broke out in the 
City. 

. 
rr טו · 11•וw r ו: i·111•rr1vr 

on 't Judge a man by the house he lives in for וr

th'e lizard and the rat often inhabit the grandest 
. of structures 

Don't Judge a man by his speech, for a parrot 
talks , and the tongue is but an instrument of 
sound . 

There is a difference between a man in Juda ism and Judaism in mar .. 
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MOSES ABRAHAM JACOB GADKAR 

-mum sub וn וnary subscribers who paid the m 
scription. When Mr. Jacob's party assumed 

-power in 1928, with Mr. Solomon Moses, Soli 
-citor, as its President, it amended the Consti 

tution and abolished the discriminatory class 
. membership 

During his tenure of Office as the Secretary 
of the "Gate of Mercy" Synagogue, Mr. Jacob 
administered the institution well, kept the re­
cords upto-date and could at times reel off the 
names of Jhe defaulters from memory. 

The late Mr. Jacob's activities extended be­
yond the community. He published ,Dharmopa­
desh ', a fine and faithful translation into Mara­
thi by the late Nath Mahadev of Dr. Mark's 
sermons. This earned Mr. Jacob great appre­
ciation and compliments from the President , 
Eighth Bene-lsrael Conference, the late Mrs. 
Abigael E. Moses . 

Moses Abraham Jacob Gadkar, better known 
as " Simlawala Gadkar", was a very · active, de­
votad and dynamic worker of the Bene-lsrael 
Community. Even during the period he was cut 
off f rom the mainstream of Jewish communal 
life while he was posted at Simla, he did not 
cease to take interest in the community. He 
issued pamphlets from time to time and kept 
contact with the community in diverse other 
ways. This was perhaps one of the reasons he 
came to be known as "Simlawala Gadkar". 

Later he was associated with the "Gate of 
Mercy" Synagogue as its Secretary and also 
as its President; with the Sir Elly Kadoorie High 
School as Treasurer; and with the Bene-lsrael 
Home for Destitutes and Orphans as Trustee 
and Secretary. Till 1928 under the Constitution 
of the School a separate franchise was pro­
vided for patrons and life members, who paid 
more than the minimum subscription and ordi -

..,,... " . ....-. 
A MAN CANNOT LIVE WELL IF HE DOES NOT KNOW HOW TO DIE WELL 
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MR. K. M. 'ELIJAH (Kamerlekar) 

ts. Perhaps many are not aware 'That וAccountar 
1 -the Bene-lsrael Home for Destitutes and Or 

t סירphans though constructed in 1924 did 
ut 12 years סr ab סrphans and destitutes f סadmit 

-thereafter. The person responsible for the ad 
rphans was none other than סmission of the 

-Mr. K. M. Elijah. He called upon the then exist 
their חסing trustees to admit the orphans and 

usal, he alongwith Mr. Aaron B. Kandlekar ~ e ו

ached the סand Mr. Benjamin Shirkolkar appr 
t only compelled the trustees סחcourt which 

-accept the orphans but also made them re סt 
-sign as trustees. Six new trustees were ap 

pointed, three of whom represented the "Gate 
of Mercy" Synagogue and the remaining three 

lent סrepresented the Bene-lsrael Benev ב:trustee 
. ciety. Under the agreement each of these סS 

-d a cer חtributed Rs. 10,000/- a חinsti.tutions co 
f the סses חamount per year for the expe חtai 

t Society failed to חevole חHome . ... When the Be 
wards the expenses of סtribute its share t חco 

 the Home; Mr. Elijah moved the Cס urt agaiח
the חסdebar them from being represented סt 

. f Trustees. Once again he succeeded סard סB 

kept the סple like Mr. Elijah wh סlt is pe 
g while at the חity movi חf the commu סs זwhee 

 same time weediח g out aוו malpractices tס e-ח
. n סadministrati חsure clea 

DAVID R. DAVID GADKAR 

g High חducti חDavid had assisted in co 
f years at the סr a number סliday Prayers f סH 

nducted סd had c חgue a סf Mercy" Synag סGate " 
r the prospective סasses f זg c חHebrew readi 

. mbay סf B סand out חs i חHazza 

The late Mr. Moses Elijah Kamerlekar has 
d חs a חrpha סservice to the חdered yeoma חre 

e-lsrael חre the present Be סng bef סdestitutes. L 
-ans was estab רHome for Destitutes and Orpl 

use the סh סme t סlished he had started a H 
 orphaח s at Mazgaחס kסח wח as "Beth lsrael ''ח[

ed at his חtai חme was mainly mai 1926ס. This H 
unts סses with some minimal am חexpe חw ס

-tributed by other·s. Earlier he had dis חg co חbei 
-f the Tithe" plead סwer סtributed a pamphlet "P 

f the סr the welfare סg that a general fund f חi 
-community and the maintenance of the syna 

lsrael ץחEd every Be חgues be established a סg 
 should cחס tribute 10%ס f his income as me-ח

wards this fund. ln order סur Bible t חסtioned i 
formed חbject he had eve סthis חסcarry :סt 

 a Society knowח as "The lח dian Bene-lsraeז
-his ap סnse t סrtunately the resp סUnf חס".i חU 

be סd the scheme had t חpeal was very poor a 
. ed חסd חaba 

Mr. Elijah חס,fessi סt by pr חta חu סAn acc 
t חageme חthe ma חסkept a strict vigilant eye 

ns סus Bene-lsrael instituti סand finances of vari 
 with which he was associated. He iח sistedחס

ts and חg the statements of accou חverifyi 
ned here that סti חce sheets. lt may be me חbala 

t סחmbay Public Trust Act did סse days B סth חi 
-f the societies were audit סunts סd acc חexist a 

t by Chartered סחd חed by Honorary Auditors a 
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Abraham Lincoln advocated 'Ballot' but was killed by a 'Bullet'. 



M. A. MOSES (Pingle) 

lsrael Home for Destitutes & Orphans, the 
Jewish Co-operative Bank, Central Jewish 
Board of lndia, the Haines Road and Grant 

. Road Jewi·sh Cemetery Trust, ORT lndia, etc 
Among the secular institutions he was closely 

-associated with the Bombay Vigilance Associa 
tion, Social Service League, Social Workers 
Society, the National lnstitute of Personnel 
Management, the Children's Aid Society. The 

-National Association for the Blind, The Maha 
rashtra State Branch of lndian Council of the Management חסso וMr. Moses was a 
Social Welfare, the Family Welfare Agency and of Sir Elly Kadoorie School . "Gate of Mercv" 

. the Nagpada Neighbourhood House Synagogue, Jewish Religious Union , the Bene-
// 11111111111111111111111111111111111 

ABRAHAM MOSES TALEGAWKAR 

One of the oldest members of the "Gate 
f IVercy" Synagogue, he is fondly remembered ס

~ as "Talegawkar Master" by his numerous ad 
mirers. He was the Headmaster of the Primary 
Section of the lsraelite School now known as 

Sir Elly Kadoorie School" and taught there " 
. for over 43 years 

Due to economic reasons he started his 
career earlier than most people, immediately 
after passing the Marathi IV standard. 

-There was hard ly an institution in the com 
-t asso סחmunity with which M. A. Moses was 

. c iated 

< He commenced communal and social worl 
from 1917 when the first Bene-lsrael Conference 

 was held in Bombay in December of that yeוםי.
-And because of his keen interest in the educa 

tional field he was elected to the Manaoing 
-t the Bene ג<Committee of the Education Fund 

lsrael Conference session he!d in 1925. E'.1er 
ent דוage1 רsince then he was always in the mar 

. of this important institution. He was the !ion 
-Secretary and Treasurer during 1932-34. Vice 
.' President from 1960 to 1962 and Presiden 

from 1963 to the middle of 1980. During this 
-period, he was mainly responsible for the pro 

gress of the institution. ln his youth days he 
-was the General Secretary of the lsraelite Bro 

the1·hood. lt was the only social institution in 
the community and it was so popular that its 
branch was opened in Thane in 1918. Very few 
people knew that the late Mr. Moses was very 

. good at organising games at picnics 

. troubles befo.re it falls due חסWORRY : lnterest paid 
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a leading חb Ezekiel had take סr Jac סMaj 
" f Mercy סf the " Gate סthe affairs חle i סr 

th סt speaker b חque סel חgue. He was a סag חSy 
t חd Marathi . He was the Preside חglish a חE חi 
ס f the Synagס gueחס mס re thaחחס eס ccasiחס.

mmittee of סg C חagi חthe Ma סחסHe was als 
. l סthe Sir Elly Kadoorie Scho 

MAJOR JACOB EZEKIEL (Talkar) 

TJ Jt ~ i •ravrtנ u llff1J rנצג 1ם ~ , 

RAHAMIM BEN SAMUEL GADKAR 

~'3',.,. ~,...... 

terest in חi חk kee ססMajor Jacob Ezekiel t 
, n סce Brigade Jewish Divisi חs Ambula 'חh סSt. J 

r quite a few סf which he was the President f ס
g חr havi סyears. He was awarded a certificate, f 

mbay סf the B סelected a life member חbee 
, s Ambulance Brigade ח'h סBranch of the St. J 

 by the Bס mbay Gס verח meח t iח 1937 .

f the leading members of his סe חסHe was 
-ught for their legiti סhis Office and f חi חסi חU 

w beat him, he was סbr סrder t חסmate rights. l 
der חrities u סgot arrested by the Railway Auth 

rker of סactive w חthe pretext that he was a 
t סחwas חdia. R. Be חthe Communist Party of l 

to be threatened by such tactics. Finally חa ma 
. the victory was his 

Such a selfless man passed away at a 
young age of 48, while he was the President 
of the "Gate of Mercy" Synagogue. 

as חw סRahamim Ben Samuel, popularly kn 
r the welfare סted his life f סSamuel, dev חR. Be 

f his סr the welfare סmmunity and f סof his c 
the Central Railway. At חcolle:;i gues working i 

f the סe חסf twenty, he was סan early age 
-l Mac ססfounder members of the "l·sraelite Sch 

ded חu סf חסciati סt's Ass חcabeans" - ex-stude 
s חate Miss R. Reuben. The Maccabea וby the 
~ ukah Weel חising Cha חrga סr סsible f חסwere resp 

f the lsrae!ite סthe premises חסr eight days סf 
iture חl with fur ססd provided the Sch חl a ססSch 

. s, etc חg fa חf chairs, stage, ceili סrm סthe f חi 
f the סt חageme חthe Ma חסrked סw סHe als 

-ex חg a חgue. Bei סag חf Mercy"· Sy סGate " 
l, he was ססly Bene-lsrael Sch חסf the סt חstude 

or סm d סd fr חrou סg סused t סse wh סf th סe סח

ol סs for the sch חסati חסg d חllect i סr c ססto d 
. d חg fu חbuildi 

1947, quite a חdia i חf l סn סDue to partiti 
. m Karach i סe-lsraels fled to Bombay fr חfew Be 

ver their heads. The leaders סf ססr סחThey had 
-g lip sympa חd payi חסity, bey חmmu סof the c 

ut their plight. One סther ab סt b סחthies, did 
s חסgathered those pers חg, R. Be חi חe eve חfi 

used סd h חad a סthe r חסded חwere stra סwh 
" f Mercy סining the " Gate סthe hall adj חthem i 
-m סrities c סgue Auth סag חgue. The Sy סag חSy 

lice, but the Police refused סthe P סed t חplai 
 tס iח terfere iח the matter. Fס r this bold actio.ח
t חageme חf the Ma סR. Ben received the wrath 

m סs fr חded perso חgue but stra סag חof the Sy 
. fusely thanked him סKarachi pr 

.) verb סpr חsaved __..:.__ (ltalia חbee ~ how it would hav כ!w סחdy k סk, everyb חthe ship is su חWhe 
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JOSEPH N. REUBEN -

SHALOM JOSEPH PENKAR 

Very few Bene lsrael Synagogues in !ndia 
can boast of having wi th them Hazzans who not 
only know to read Hebrew f luent ly but also 

-possess sufficient knowledge about Jewish re 
-ligion. For want of record , the names of Haz 

zans from 1796 are not known . One Solomon 
to 1835י was fhe Hazzan prior to 1835. From 

1871 Elijah (Eloba) Joseph Rajpurkar was the 
is son Reuben was appointed רHazzan and l 

Hazzan from 1872 (As a mark of respect to 
-Eloba appointment of a successor . was post 

.) poned for a year 

Like Reuben vv ho served as a Samash 
initially, Shalom Joseph Penkar also served as 

-is elevation to the office of Haz וSamash before l 
, 10 May חסzanim. He was appointed as Hazzan 

is heart 1888ר and served the community with all l 
and soul . He had a melodious voice . lt is sa id 
it was a real pleasure to hear him reci te " Ko l 
Nidre" and " Selihoths" . lt is sa id that there used 

He- was actively associated with the Bene­
lsrael 0onference for which he worked as the • 
Secretary, General Secretary and finally the 
Pres ident. He \vas also associated with the 
Bene-lsrael Conference Education Fund and was 
its President from 1949 till his passing away 
in 1963. 

J. N. Reuben took active interest in the 
ent. He helped to organise רCo-operaiive moven 

quite a few Mills Employees Co-operative Cred it 
Societies. He was also the President of Jewish 

. Co-operative Bank 

As a fervent and enthusiastic Freemason, 
J.N.Reuben ha,d a superb record . He was a 
founder member and Past Master of Lodge 
'Radiance', Lodge 'Star of Rampur ' and Lodge 
'Raza Jubilee'. He was the Past Junior Grand 
Warden (G.L.I.), Past Grand Steward & Member 
of the Regiona l Grand Lodge of Western lndia, 
Board of General Purposes, Grand Lodge of 
lndia and also Representative of the Grand 
Lodge of the State of lsrael and the Grand 
Lodge of lndia. 

" 

A true and enlightened Bene-lsrael, a veteran 
Mason, who took Masonary seriously, a selfless 
worker in the cause of education and uplift of 
our less fortunate brethren in the community, 
the late Mr. Joseph N. Reuben was a very 
active participant in community affairs . 

Jovial , large hearted and generous, J. N. 
Reuben was always ready with a helping hand 
for whosoever came to him for help. 

Meet thy neighbour, talk with him and there wilo be peace - Sanskrit proverb. 
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ELIJAH BENJAMIN GADKAR (Pune) 

the חks i חd deeper it si חa חסger it dwells up ס\חfter it falls , the סw, the s סחAdvice is like s 
. d חmi 

ח\ thס se early days, Hazzaח s aח d eveח

owledge of חugh k סr סg a th חssessi סSamashes p 
. were available חסd religi חHebrew a 

-get the ser סday it is very difficult t ס-T 
A Samash may be ח.f a good Hazza סvices 

d ססf those g סf the type סt סחavailable, but 
. ld days ס

-d the late Mr. lsaac Nehe חses Talegaokar a 1סוl\ 
ol סthe Sch חwas a Hebrew Teacher i סmiah , wh 

. gue סag חf Mercy", Sy סthe " Gate חi חd Hazza חa 

the activities חg i חm participati סApart fr 
f which סgue סag חf the " Gate of Mercy" Sy ס

active part חk a ססt סhe was a member, he als 
od סtherh סf the lsraelite Br סthe activities חi 

-ce Bridge, Jewish Divi חs Ambula 'חh סd St . J חa 
. r several years סf ,חסsi 

Ahmedabad (he retired סsfer t חhis tra חO 
 frס m Pס sts aח d Telegraph Departmeח t iח 1953 (

d cultura l חcial a סthe s חlved himself i סv חhe i 
e lsraels thereסח . He was חf the Be סactivities 
" Abraham חf " Mage סmittee סg C חagi חthe Ma 
-eer rr.em חסf the pi סe חסd was חgue a סag 1ר · Sy 

. d חg Fu חbers of its Buildi 

-ted worker. As סd dev חcere a חHe is a si 
d חd he will put his heart a חhim a task a חsig 

e where חPu חl .חסmpleti סit till its c סt חul i סs 
f his career he has סr part סhe spent his maj 

us סthe religi חactive part i חg a חbeen taki 
social and cultura l activities. He is well-read 
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d חhim a חbetwee חסmpetiti סc חbe a kee סt 
-g " Seli חreciti חseph Ezekiel Rajpurkar i סJ 

 hס ths". He cחס ducted the prayers at the Ce-ח
 teח ary Celebratioח sס f the Syח agס gue heldחס

. 1896 d 13th May 12חth a 

86 f סe believe that at the age חחסCa 
f חסld ma סd חjamin Gadkar, the gra חEli jah Be 

utside the סand חity, is still active i חmmu סthe c 
a 1983חסס, he was felicitated by P חity? l חmmu סc 
 Jaycee's Peace Committee aח d have takeח
g חbri סmmittee t סC חסdia Religi חits All-l חסhim 
. ities חmmu סus c סg the vari חסy am חסut harm סab 
t חe חg the eight emi חסE. B. Gadkar was am 

d spiritual חrkers a סcial w סlars, s סr sch סi חse 
 leaders whס was felicitatedחס theס ccasioח
-1anapeet וחiversary of Sharada D חחof the 8th a 

 ham which cס incided with Rishi Panchamiחס
ized by חrga סSeptember 11 , 1983. This was 

-ther educa 21ס yanapeetham and חSharada D 
ns. The סizati חrga סcial and newspaper סal, s חסti 

apeetham is publishing a volume חya חSharada D 
which Elijah חda' i חda ח-of 'Mahatteche Ma 

Benjamin Gadkar's life sketch will be inc.luded 
. lars סr sch סther seni סng with סal 

c סthe ad h חסated חmi סחGadkar is also 
f Bharatiya Dharma Vidyapeeth סcommittee 

, r peace סrk f סw סbjects are t סd חse aims a סvvh 
lerance, respect and סd, t ססtherh סy, br חסharm 

ns. The Vidyapeeth mainly סng all religi סve am סl 
, uth סg y חd inspiri חg a חguidi חסncentrates סc 

can by the ir סuth wh סwing that it is the y סl<n 
-g deeds bring about peace and under חdari 

uld the סs and rem חסg the nati חסstanding am 
. their heart 's desire סrld t סw 

. mbay 4סght up in B ~סd b חa חr סHe was b 
f his Alma Mater - the ס. ud סHe is very pr 

as Sir Elly חw סחw k סl, n ססlsraelite High Sch 
1905 m סol, where he studied fr סorie Sch סKad 

ld days סd ססrecalls the g חfte סto 1916. He 
der חstudy u סe t חrtu סd f ססhe had the g חhe Vי\ 

Revered Teachers like the late Mr. Haeem 
Samuel Kehimkar, the late 8 . 0. Shah , the 
late Mr. Dhurandhar, the late Mr. Abraham 



" a rua i 1 r t'f'J וj 1 r 

ALBERT ISAAC TALEGAWKAR 

managing committee members of the Jewish 
Welfare Association, Pune. 

-f Bene סn the number סemmigrati סOwing t 
6,000 lsraels has dwindled down to as low as 

n a time there סf lndia. (Once up סwhole חi 
be 25,000) Consequently there is a סused t 

 shס rtageס f Hazzaח s, Samash, Mס hels -aח d eveח
-Sabbath. Gad חסduct prayers חסc סs t חסpers 
 kar has aח impressive recס rdס f having traiח·-
d חim, Samash a חr Mazza סuths f סed some y 

. hels סM 

ity as " TALEGAWKAR חmmu סthe Jewish C חi 
f the Late lsaac סd is the son חM.L\STER" a 

d ססr his g סf חw סחAbraham Talegawkar, well k 
. ity חmmu סwork for the Jewish C 

-the Ma חסwas סLike his father lsaac wh 
-fer חסe lsrael C חf the Be סmmittee סg C חagi ח

f years סumber חr a סd f חFu חסce Educati חe 
 till he passed away iח Albert is also ,1983חס
. 1963 ce חd si חFu חסthe M. C. of the Educati 

Hebrew and has a melodious voice even at חi 
-se. lt is in חסthe age of 86 that compels resp 
-d pleasure to hear him re חdeed a privilege a 
-g at חuchi סcite the prayers, which create a t 
. the Almighty סt חסti סsphere of complete dev סm 
f סthe affairs חHe has taken a keen interest i 

d was its חgue a סag חmo" Sy סLhe " Succath Shel 
t he חt, Secretary & Treasurer . At prese חPreside 

-a חSy סm סt of the Succath Shel חis the Preside 
g חthe buildi חסrked סw סgue Trust. He als סg 

rial Hall (This hall סf Novar Mem סmmittee סc 
f the סe חסuse) . He is סserves as a guest h 

Date of Birth : 17th July, 1939. 

Qualifications : 

-lici סey-at-Law (S חr סs.) LL.B. Att חסB.A. (H 
d חmbay a סurt, B סcate, High C סd Adv חr) a סt 
f סer חdia. Part חf l סcate, Supreme Court סAdv 
. rs Messrs סlicit סf S סg firm חd leadi חa reputed a 

. ga & Girdharlal חker Ka חBhaisha 

g חr State Tradi סr f סlicit סMr. Albert is a S 
erals & Metals חof lndia Ltd ., Mi חסrati סrp סC 

-sti חl חdia חdia Ltd. , l חof l חTrading Corporatio 
 tute of Technology and maח y other Gover-ח
 meח t aח d Semi-Gס verח ment bס dies. He was aח
f סmmittee סaging C חf the Ma סactive member 

rie ססgue, Sir Elly Kad סag חHassidim Sy חMage 
l ססf the Sch סg Trustee חd Managi חol a סSch 

f the Gate סEstate Trust. He was the President 
t of חagogue. He is the Preside חof Mercy Sy 

-He was a de חס.ciati סist Ass חסmbay Zi סthe B 
gress. He is חסist C חסrld Zi סthe W סlegate t 

-fede חסrld C סf the W סthe Executive Member 
-ists and is a Dy. Mem חf the United Zio חססrati 

f the World Zionists Organisation. He has סber 
lnter School and חdividual prizes i חbagged i 

-m סd dramatic c חa חסcuti סllegiate El סter C חl 
-bag סd als חllege a סSt. Xavier's C חns i סpetiti 

rkers prize. He did his primary סged the best w 
-d fur חrie School a סeducation from Sir Elly Kado 

 ther school educatioח from the Sheth Ana-ח
) s חסl. He did his B.A. (H ססdilal Poddar High Sch 
-m St. Xa סgy fr סl סp סd Anthr חgy a סl סci סwith S 

 vier's Cס llege. He did his Law frס m the Gover-ח
of Lafe חllege. He is the grandso סt Law C חme 

 Abraham Moses Talegawkar popularly knowח

-g care חi חe liste חסg is perhaps the only חn eager to argue with the speaker at a meeti סA pers 
. d thinking חfully a 
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e-lsrael חf the Be סrs סcest 1ח believe the a 
d חrts of Elath a סugh the p סdia thr חl סcame t 

Geber at the head of the Gulf of ח-Ezio 
d 500 B.C., by sea 740ח a חAkaba** , betwee 

 frס m Palestiח e iח order tס escape persecutiחס.
f the סside חthe Easter חסf Akaba is סGulf **( 

g חthe West bei חסsula, the gulf חi חai Pe חSi 
.) f Suez סcalled the Gulf 

THE · BENE-ISRAEL 
? ce חd Whe חWhy? Where? a 

. By D. J. SAMSON, Esq . L.C.E 

thly חISRAELITE" - a mo THE " חm the three articles that had appeared i סExcerpts fr ( 
) e 1917 issues חd Ju חits April , May a חe, i חmagazi 

.) tle סg - (Arist חf teachi סwer סwledge is the p סחugh k סr סf th חסe exclusive sig חסThe 

g of חit is stated that the Ki חV, 26, wherei 
to חites i חthe Reube חAssyria carried away eve 

· this סt חgy give סl סחסcaptivity. The Biblical Chr 
-rd סr 721 B.C. acc ס. f 740 B.C סevent the date 

. 6 , gs, XVll חing to 11 Ki 

phet סsidered . pr חסe-lsrael c 4ח) The Be ( 
Elijah as their TRIBAL SAINT; they revere him 

-voke his bles רid i חphet, a סy other pr חve a סab 
s; in חסyous occasi סd j חall festive a חסgs חsi 

-this con חame. l חhis חfact vows are made i 
it will be remembered , that there is a חסnecti 

phet Elijah had סg them that pr חסam חסtraditi 
-e חf the Be סcestors חthe a סrevealed himself t 

dala a village חear Kha חחtai חu סa m חסlsrael 
 iח Koח kaח ) not the hill-statiחסס f Kt-1aח dalaחס
m סa). lt is fr חססP סthe way t חסthe Railway 
-dalkars derive fheir sur חthis village that Kha 

ח ame. lח cחחס ectiחס with this peculiar traditiחס

gs Chapter XVlll חKi סוce is requested t חrefere 
. 1.9 gs חd 11 Ki 19-39ח and Chapter XIX 8 a 

-e חm of the Be 5ס) lt was a peculiar cust ( 
-t Dhup or cam סח, se חce חki חsrael to burn fra / 

w this חסחd eve חnies, a סphor, at their cerem 
-me. A peculiar refer סwed by s סm is foll סcust 

gs XVI , 3-4 where חKi חווd i חthis is fou סce t חe 
g in חwi סthe King of Judah is described as foll 

tו e foot-steps of the Childrenס f lsrael in burח- t 
. aces וthe high p חcense i חg i חi 

-f the Naza סg חt ly the maki 6ח) Till rece ( 
. e-lsrae1 חg the Be חסn am סw was comm סrite v 
-nal instan סccasi סt time we find חln the prese 

. this vow וי· ces o 

, ame Esther חd the חu סf 7חס) ·Qr. Wils ( 
ng the Bagdadi סe am חסurite סa fav _, • '<ג whi 

g the Bene-lsraei חסccur am סt סJews, did n 
ws סcident sh חds of the Bible p. 669) . This i חLa ( 
rs סubt, that the ancest סf d סw סd a shad חסbey 

re the סe bef חe-lsrael had left Palesti חf the Be ס

Esther חal drama of Quee חthe origi חtime whe 
. ut 500 B.C סr ab חסacted i חwas actually e 
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support of the date חs i חMy chief reaso 
-: llows סare as f 

-refathers always call 1ס) Our immediate f ( 
g חd detested bei חe-lsrael a חed themselves Be 
ts חda חdies" (Jews) i.e. the desce ססcalled " Yeh 

. f Judah סf the tribe ס

lt will be noticed from the Bible, that after 
 the death of Kiח g Solomoח there were twס
, ther of lsrael סd the חe of Judah a חס, gdoms חki 

ce חat varia חfte סd that these two were very חa 
-rs de סcest חwith each other. The fact of our a 

n of Yahoodies tends to סg the appellati חtesti 
, tribes of lsrael חged to te חw, that they belo סsh 

to captivity by the חwho were carried away i 
. f Assyria about the year 740 B.C. (1 Ch סg חKi 

.) 6 gs XVll חV 26, 11 Kings XVI 7, 11 Ki 

sidered it remarkable חסc 2חס) Dr. Wils ( 
t to be סחame Judah for males, was חthat the 

s ח'e-lsrael (Dr. Wilso חg the Be חסd am חu סf 
ds of the Bible", 1847, p. 668) . This fact חLa " 

ce which the חrre סfurther illustrates the abh 
. e- lsrael had to . the tribe of Judah חBe 

" ds of the Bible חhis " La חi 3ח) Dr. Wilso ( 
ame חrmed that the סf חstates that he was i 

-e חg ffie Be חamo חmmo סwas the most c חReube 
.) 668 . f the Bible, 11 Volume p סds חlsrael (La 

w that סds to sh חt and te חifica חThis fact is sig 
ged to חסe-lsrael bel חrs of the Be סcest חthe a 

f סf the ten tribes סe (חסthe tribe of Reuben 
the East חסg חrderi סn was b סrti סse p סlsrael , wh 

th is /ח.) f the Dead Sea סhalf חof the Norther 
, icles חChro וce is invited to חrefere חectio חחסc 



. smile סly 14 t חחס;w סfr סple - if takes 72 muscles t סSmile at pe 

g חKi 26-28 ;ו , gs, IX חKi ו; es חסus st סd preci חa 
avy חthree years his חce i חסd that חX, 11-12; a 

. cks סd peac חry, apes a סught gold, silver, iv סbr 
-much specula חgs, X 22. There has bee חKi ! 
. f Ophir. The Rev. Mr חססcati סut the l סab חסti 

tifies חrmer writers ide סme f סg s חwi סll סrd f סL 
eglected חw a סחOphir with Sopara which is 

d the חdia a חl חThe Jews i ( .חear Bassei חvillage 
-Far East pp. 50-51) . Father Vaeth S. J. describ 

nkan states סf North K סing the ancient ports 
us סri סg and a gl חthat Sopara had run a lo 

. re סbef רזr eve ס. m the year 1000 B.C סcareer fr 
nly סf his pamphlet) . Cheul , which is 6ס Page ( 

-an im סmbay, was als סf B סuth סa few miles s 
d סr some peri סkan f חסrth K סf N סrt סrtant p סp 

. f the Christ i סr to and at the beginning סpri 
. Era 

-bservances and cere סus 14ס) The religi ( 
-be (a) Sab סf the Bene-lsrael used t סnies סm 

f which they were styled סt חu סacc חס, bath 
il-pressers observing ס. Shanvar Telies " (i .e " 

 Saturday), (b) the dietary laws prescribed iח
f their male children סn סLevitcus, (c) circumcisi 

ver called סf Pass סthe 8th day, (d) the feast חס
by them " Ansi Dhakacha San" during which 

ur sauce called 'Anas' (which was סd a s סperi 
. the only leaven used by them) was kept aside 
" e) the Atonement day called " Darfalnicha San ( 

. r ססsing the d סf cl סi .e. the feast 

 ) The Bene-lsrael would n (15ס t have beeח
f Tish-a-be-Ab and the סrant of the fast סign 

. feast of Purim 

 ) The Bene-lsrael would (16סח ­t have cחס
the names סfined themselves almost entirely, t 

f חססthe destructi סfound in the Bible up t 
the first Temple, but would have had a variety 
oi names as are met with among the present 
Bagdad Jews. Dr. Wilson says that the names 

-iel (derived from per חHezkiel and Da 
500 ut סfigured in history ab סsonages wh 

 B.C.) were current among the Bene-lsrael iח
(ut 1847ס . But there is nothing t סhis time (ab 

w that they 1;vere also current among the סsh 
Bene-lsrael at the time David Rahabi worked 

. among them 

-17) The old system of sacrifices (rem ( 
-d among the Bene חu סnants of which are still f 

lsrael) which had been entirely stopped after 
. 70 A.D חn of the 2nd temple i סthe destructi 
-t have been found among the Bene סuld n סw 

have been סe-lsrael seems t 8ח) The Be ( 
-m סf Tish-a-be-Ab which c סrant of the fast סign 
. s of the temple חdestructio סmemorates the tw 

Dr. Wilson says :- " Some of the Jews of 
ndence סrresp סpened a c סately סוwh ,חסd חסL 

rted them strictly סvith the Bene-lsrael have exh ~ 
which for many years they סbserve it, t ססt 

-ni סadm חed, having bee חcli חdisi חt bee סחhad 
the same effect by the Cochin Jews סshed t 

.) 673-674 . pp ( 

f the סL9) The Bene-lsrael were ignorant 
-f Dedi סuccah" i.e. the Feast חf " Han סfestival 
-duced by Ezra and Nehe סn, which was intr סcati 

f the second Temple סiah after the rebuilding רn 
-no סthe Biblical chr סrding t סin 515 B.C. acc 

logy of Ezra, VI, 16. The Bene-lsrael have no 
. r this festival 11סernacular name f 

l I of the Law סf the Scr סce 10ח) The abse ( 
ng the Bene-lsrael tends to support the סam 
ry, that the ancestors of the Bene-lsrael סthe 

f the סre the discovery סe bef חhad left Palesti 
f the Law by Ezra and Nehemiah as סScro lls 

so important to וd. lt is ·a חdescribed in a lege 
f the סrant סote that the Bene-lsrael were ign ח

: tradi t ions related in th·e ·Talmuds 

11) There are about 130 su rnames among ( 
the Bene-lsrael , which must have taken several 

; re they were stereotypes סdred years bef חhu 
there חame was take חthe last sur חd whe חa 

. must have been very many families in existence 
, w סupled with the last tends to sh סThis fact c 

that the ancestors of the Bene-lsrael had been 
r several centuries before the סiving in lndia f ו

da were חs of Alibag and Revda חw סt t חimporta 
" ames " Alibagkar חsur סחde·d. (There are חfou 

.) ng the Bene-lsraels סdkar" am חand " Revda 

-12) There is a trad ition among the Bene ( 
cestors came to lndia from חlsrael that their a 

turies ago, and that חrthwards several ce סN 
they were the survivors of those who were 

­: states חסDr. Wils חס.ear Navga חshipwrecked 
rs , they say, came to the coast סThei r ancest " 

ut סrthw rd , ab סm a country to the N סof lndia fr 
. p נLands of the Bible ( ."1600 ס years ag 

.) 667 

the 13ס) There were facilities for travel t ( 
-se days. King Solo סrts in th סp חNorth Konka 

n-Geber, at the fiead סm Ezi סmon sent a navy fr 
, of the Gulf of Akaba , to fetch gold , almug trees 
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the King of Judah bought over Tilgathpilnesser 
King of Assyria, with gold and silver he took 
from the Temple at Jerusalem. The King of 
Assyria, then attacked the King of Syria in 
the rear, and took Damascus, the Chief City 
of the King of Syria. The Siege of Jerusalem 
was thus raised, and the King of Judah was 

-Kings XVI 5-9. The same event is des וו, saved 
Ch : XXVlll ווcribed somewhat differently in 

5-21. There it is described how the King of 
, ew 1,20,000 men of the tribe of Judah וlsrael s 

arge number of men, women וand carried a 
eased them וand children into captivity, but re 

soon after at the instance of prophet Obed; it 
is also described there how Ahaz bought over 

. the King of Assyria 

t is important to note that the port or ו

­; r סElath which is about 5 miles (8 Km.) from Ezi 
geber was wrested from the hand.s of the King 
of Judah, and was occupied by the Syrians 

 who were aוו ies of the King ofו srae.ו

ln or about 730 B.C. Shalmaneser King of 
Assyria invaded the territory of the King of 

Six years .ווKings XV וו. lsrael and subdued it 
thereafter the King of Assyria having found 

srael invaded their country, and וconspiracy in 
of וk Samaria the capita ססafter 3 years siege t 

srael, and overran the whole of וthe King of 
-ild רlhis territory, and in 721 B.C. carried the c 

ren of lsrael into captivity, 11 Kings XVll 6 and 
 XVllו 9-11 .

A reference to a Biblical map of Palestine 
and the surrounding countries is necessary to 

t will be noticed from it ו. ow this subject ווfo 
that the ports of Elath and Ezion-geber were 

-at the head of the gulf of Akaba within a dis 
es of each other, and that וtance of about 5 mi 

they were about 150 miles (241 km.) from the 
territory occupied by the Reubenites. lt will also 
be seen from it that between the territory of 
the Reubenites and the head of the gulf of 
Suez there was a desert; in order to avoid this 
desert the Reubenites would have had to go 
past the ports of Elath and Ezion-geber, or to 
go through the territory owned by the King of 

also be seen from the map that ווt wi ו. Judah 
the distance from the territory occupied by the 
Reubenites to the head of the gulf of Suez was 

. about 220 miles (354 km.) as the· crow flies 

-lsrael. The peculiar custom of burning frank 
occasions וincenses at important ceremonia 

. would not have been found among them 

18) Some other peculiar customs and ( 
some peculiar phrases would not have been 
found among the Bene-lsrael . An example of a 

....... .............. ....... (i .e. to wash peculiar phrase is 
the hands of some persons) meaning to feast 

, am aware וe. This phrase so far as וsome peop 
y among the Bene-lsrael . This וis found chief 

 phrase has a pecuו iar reference toוו Kingsווו
-isha is described as being the per וii. where E 
. the hands of Elijah חסson who poured water 

iar respect וustrates the pecu ווThis phrase i 
ijah וsrael have for prophets E -וwhich the Bene 

y among the וisha, who prophesied most וand E 
may state tnat it וn passing וו.tribes of lsrae 

ect such peculiar and ווis very important to co 
archaic phrases which are, or used to be found . 

timatel.y וu וו.among the Bene-lsrael , as they wi 
inks in forging the chain of וy one of the וsupp 

1he true nationality of the ancestors of the 
Bene-lsrael and the time of their coming to 

. 1ndia 

srael were carried into וThe ten tribes of 
aced in וcaptivity by the King of Assyria, and p 

ah and in Habor by the river Gozan, and ו.Ha 
in the city of the Medes in 740 B.C. according 

11 to Chronicles 1-V 26, or 721 B.C. according 
Kings , XVll 6. The tribe of Judah was carried 
into captivity to Babylon by Nebuchadnessar 

Kings XXV, 11, 12, and 21 and וו" in 588 B.C 
 Chronicles XXXV 11וו 20 .

lt has also been pointed out that it was 
the custom in those days to carry away into 

y the mighty men, and men וcaptivity not on 
who were apt for war, but to carry away also 
<the craftsmen, possibly because they might be 

e to assist in the industrial advancement of וab 
the country to which they were carried, 2 Kings 
XXIV 15-16. lt is to this custom, we have got 

-to look for a reason of the escape of the an 
. srael to lndia -וestors of the Bene <; 

, n or about 742 B.C., Rezin King of Syria ו

-or Pekah, King of lsrael joined hands and came 
up to Jerusalem and besieged Ahaz, the King 
of Judah. At that time Rezin , King of Syria took 

) f of Akaba וElath (the port at the head of the Gu 
and drove away the Jews (Yehoodim in the 

, Hebrew text) from there. Then it was that Ahaz 

. anyone's ears is the sound of his name סCall people by name - the sweetest music t 
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the fugitive ancestors of the Bene-lsrael must 
have sailed from the ports of Elath and Ezion­
geber to Sopara or Cheul , which were then 
ports of first rate importance in the hope of 
escaping bondage and religious persecution. 

The fact that the ancestors of the Bene­
lsrael were ship-wrecked near Navgaon shows, 
that they were bound for a port, which was. 
of first rate importance at the time of their 
coming. 

lt is possible, that a number of those that 
ieft Palestine with the ancestors of the Bene­
lsrael were craftsmen, who fled from Palestine 
to escape being carrietl away into captivity by 
the Assyrian Kings to Babylonia, and had their 
ship not been wrecked off the shores of Nav­
gaon, we might have found many craftsmen 
among the earliest settlers. lt is possible that 
a careful excavation of the two mounds at 
Navgaon, under the guidance of experts, wil l 
reveal some implements of old , which might 
assist us in deciding whether the immigrants 
were craftsmen or not. lt is sign ificant to note 
that the Bene-lsrael carpenters have been 
known to be experts in their trade. 

MONUMENT AT 
NAVGAON CEMETERY 

T1here is a tradit ion 
among the Bene-lsraels. 
that thei r. ancestors 
who landed in lndia 
were s h i p-w r e c k e d 
about two thousand 

-t ex יyears ago and tha 
-cept for the seven cou 

ples, others were 
-drowned and thei r bo 
-dies were washed as 

hore, and buried in the 
. ancient cemetery 

-lf therefore the ancestors of the Bene 
were mostly Reubenites, as· suggested by וlsrae 

me, and if .they escaped being carried away 
,. into captivity by the King of Assyria in 721 B.C 

then the most convenient place from which they 
could make their escape was from the ports 
of Elath and Ezion-Geber because the King of 
Assyria had over-run the whole of the territory 
north of the land occupied by them. They could 
not go eastward because there was the Syrian 

. desert 

-ln considering the probability of these fugi 
-tives coming to lndian shores we must remem 

ber that Jewish sailors of Elath and Ezion-geber 
of those times must have known the way to 

-lndia, as King Solomon has obtained gold , sil 
ver, Almug-trees, ivory, apes and peacocks from 

-me has been iden וfOphir which as stated last " 
tified with " Sopara" near Bassein. Since the 
time· of Solomon, trade between Palestine and 
Sopara must have been kept up. Some of the 
Jewish sailors who had visited " Sopara" must 

-have carried news to their brethren in Pales 
-tine, that lndian princes were tolerant as re 

gards religious views. lt seems probable that 

-····--···;-· 

".t 

At the meeting of the 
Jamat of " Galte of 
Mercy" Synagogue held 

y 24, 1926, it ורJanua חס
-passed a resolution vot 
-ing Rs. 450/ - for pay 

ment to the Collector 
for diversion of the 
cart-t rack and removal 

, of the encrochment 
e וfand Rs. 1 ,500/- for t 
-completion of the com 

pound wall of Navgaon 
. cemetery 

Be genuinely interested in other people - you can like everybody if you really try. 
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-Ezra Reuben was perhaps the first Bene 
srael to be successful in the Arts and Law נ

graduation examinations. lt is indeed creditable 
that inspite of several difficulties, he persued 
his education. Due to economic condition of nis 
parents they could not afford to burn oil lamps 
continuously at home. Reuben therefore used 
to study under the street lamps and also walk 
long distances to attend to his school and later 

. college 

EZRA REUBEN, 
8.A. LL.B. 

WC/!1flj"fr'1 1 1 'ft & f ג

DR. A. S. ERULKAR, 
M.D. (London) 

The first Bene-lsrael to have passed M.D. Exa mination, standing Second in the University. 

You live only once. But if you work it right, once is enough - Fred Allen. 

He was the President of the third Bene­
lsrael Conference and after retirement he was 
an Honorary Teacher in Sir Elly Kadoor1e 
School . He has donated a cottage in Matheran, 
a Hill Station, to the lsraelite School Macca­
beans for the benefit of the Bene-lsrael Com­
munity. 

well-known not only in Bombay but also in the 
wh'ole country. ln fact he was physician to the 
Father of our Nation, Mahatma Gandhiji. His 
service to humanity did not end with only at­
tending to the rich or higher-ups. The poor 
and the down-trodden and the economically 
backward people also received equal attention. 
They knew that he would never distinguish bet­
ween them and the others. He was charitable 

ss 

After graduation he took up Legal Practice 
for a short time and then was appointed as a 
Judicial Officer. He retired as a Chief Judicial 
Officer of the Junagad State. Reuben's family 
is one of the few families in the Community 
that has produced eminent personalities. His 

. eldest son Solomon after passing the M.A 
Examination, took up Government service and 
soon rose to the post of "Superintendenf of 

-Land Records " in Thane. Unfortunately he pass 
November 3, 1918 at the age of חסed away 

-27 years, being one of the victims of the lnflu 
-enza epidemic in those days. His daughter Re 

becca was the first among the Bene-lsrael to 
top the list in the Matriculation Examination in 
1905 and the second Bene-lsrael lady to pass 
graduation examination. She devoted her entire 

· life for the cause of education. His son David 
. is the only lndian Jew to be successful in l.C.S 
-Examination , whicn was considered very presti 

. geous 

The late Dr. Erulkar, was the first Bene­
lsrael to obtain his M.D. from the London Uni­
versity. A brilliant student throughout school 
and college career; he stood second in the 
\11 .D. Exam. , no mean achievement for an lndian 
in London. He was later elected as a Fellow 
·of the Royal Society of Medicine, London . 

Yet he preferred to return to lndia and 
serve his countrymen. As a Physician he was 



AUTOBIOGRAPHY of Dr. JERUSHA J. JHIRAD 

THE FIRST WOMAN TO SECURE GOVERN MENT SCHOLARSHIP MEANT FOR MEN ONL Y 

1191 4) AND THE FIRST INDIAN CHIEF MEDI CAL {)FFICER, CAMA AND ALBLESS HOSPITAL 
(1928) 

the plea חסtheir stay here סbjected t סrs סt 
. But Dr חס.fessi סuld affect their pr סthat it w 

ced חvi חסd c חtheir behalf a חסErulkar pleaded 
m סthe wisd חסgress חסal C חסNati חdia חthe l 

. g them stay here חf letti ס

 Dr. Erulkar was the eldest sחסס f Dr. Sס lס-
was סf Ahmedabad , wh סAbraham Erulkar חסm 
gue סr building the Synag סnsible f סmainly resp 

in Ahmedabad, which has been named as 
." Magen Abraham " 

k active part in the ססDr. A. S. Erulkar t 
f its סe חסAll lndia lsraelite League and was 
r the סnsible f סPres idents. The League was resp 

perative Bank. He ס-סf the Jewish C סstarting 
al , " TH E חur סthe J סntribute articles t סc סused t 

-un סISRAELITE '', which was published by his y 
ther, Barrister David S. Erulkar. Special סger br 

. f his articles סe חסf סn must be maae סmenti 
 wh.ich appeared in March-April 1921 issueסח

f Anti-Semetism. Dr. Erulkar was סthe subject 
. nal ist 3ס staunch nati 

m סg fees fr חd refrained from taki חby nature a 
. r סthe po 

me סHe believed firmly that charity begins at H 
1918 mmunity. ln סr the c סne much f סand has d 

-mbay, claim סan epidemic of lnfluenza swept B 
" f Mercy סing many precious lives . The " Gate 

pen a free dispensary סSynagogue decided to 
r ססp סits premises to render medical aid t חס

-lu סns the res סme reas סr s סBene-lsraels, but f 
 tiס n cס uldסח t be implemented immediately. Sס,

du חf the Hi סwas a member סDr. Erulkar wh 
a חope סciation persuaded them t סMedical Ass 
l ססthe lsraelite Sch חrary dispensary i סtemp 

ok advantage סund. Several Bene-lsraels t סmp סC 
. their purses סut feeling the pinch t סof it with 

the management of the Sir חסDr. Erulkar was 
as the חw סחl (then k ססrie High Sch ססElly Kad 

r several years. He was סl" ) f סlsraelite Scho " 
. ol סf the Sch סalso President 

During the World War-11 when European 
 Jews, sס meס f whom were dס ctors came tס
-c סlndian d חס.india to escape Nazi persecuti 

FAMILY CIRCLE : 

 My great-grandfather Sardar Bahadur Sס 1-ס
se who סe of th חסBalaj i Jhiradkar, was חסm 

g the lnd ian חserved in the British Army duri 
-recog חWar. l חMutiny (1857) and in Abyssinia 
-us Service he was award סri סf his merit סn סniti 

ed t.he " Order of the British lnd ia" Medal and 
m סut 120 miles inland fr סa ab חo סalso land at P 

r 'a few סme f סBombay. This was our ancestral h 
-e חA Be .סut 60 years ag סs till ab חסgenerat i 
. unds סw sanctifies these gr סחlsrael Synagogue 

We feel particu larly happy as our grandfather 
and later an uncle, used to conduct regular 

rvices in our large ~ liday s סSabbath and High H 
rah סurse, they had acquired a T סall . Of c רl 

. ll סScr 

My mother's grandfather Subedar Samuel 
-Aoses Nagavkar had also served under the Bri ~ 

-ser סseveral medals. He als חסd w חtish Army a 

Not everything that is faced can be changed. But nothing can be changed until it is faced. 
- James Baldwin. 
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ther, a year and half older than me. My younger 
5i5ter Leahbai wa5 kept at home to look after 
mother and younger brother. lt wa5 only after 

qualified that 5he could take וmy brother and 
up the 5tudy of fine art, even going abroad 

wa5 already a boarder when ו. me year5 5ס after 
. mother took ill 

My two 5i5ter5 were married young. My 
. elder brother took up medicine along with me 

and spent a number of years in charge of a 
railway hospital. My younger sister, in addi fion 

, to art, had a predilection for social service 
devoting much time and thought - working 
among young girl5 from the lower middle cla5s 

the סfam ilie5, mother5 and children a5 a15 
elderly people. Among my nieces, there have 

. been three doctors, two of them now in lsrael 

. A nephew a surgeon, had also 5ettled in l5rael 

MY SCHOLASTIC CAREER : 

t to a חwa5 5e וFor my 5chool education 
well recognised High School for girls at Poona 

matriculated. (1 could וcontinued until וwhere 
ok up סot afford private tuition in Hebrew so t וr 

, 5krit, the 5econd language taught in School חSa 
5krit 5cholar5hip for חeven winning the Sa 

-won enough scholar ו.) women at matricu lation 
ships, to enabl e me to go through the medical 

qualified in 1912 and set וcourse. Soon after 
. up a general practice in Bombay 

THE FIRST WOMAN TO GET GOVERNMENT 
SCHOLARSHIP : 

 Early in 1914 a friend sugge5ted thatו
shou ld apply for a Tata Loan Scholarship in 

, order to go abroad . On th i5 being sanctioned 
. 1914 prepared to proceed to London in May ו
-sa iled, a friend from the Secreta וJust before 

riat brought a message for me to apply for the 
olarship - apparently וfGovernment of lndia Sc 

a Councillor had noted my career and wished 
 to put up my ca5e. Every year at collegeו
-u5ed to 5ee the Government - Notice for post 
. graduate 5cholar5hip abroad, open only to men 

was ו, Anyway, within le55 than six month5 
-agreeably 5urprised and relieved when Govern 

being the fir5t woman to ו, ction came חment 5a 
registered af the ו. be given this Scholar5hip 

London School of Medicine for women and 
started studying, first for the M.B.B.S., as re­

was keen ו-quired. Then came the hurdle 

ian war. He lived to a good חved in the Aby55i · 
o ld age and we children used to play many . 

him. The family had property in חסk5 חpra 
-Thana, about 40 mile5 from Bombay. The Syna 

gogue in Thana wa5 built under his able and . 
. vig ilant 5upervision 

Samuel father Abraham mother'5 My 
:Nagavkar wa5 the fir5t graduate in Engineering 

-1871) in the Community. He took up civil engi ( 
neering and served in Mysore State (South 
Jndia) with distinction. He had a large family . 
.and thu5 we u5ed to have good gathering of 
aunts, uncles and cousins, part icu larl y during . 
High Holidays, when my father conducted the : 

-service5. My mother'5 youngest 5i ster Mrs. Leah : 
bai 0 . Solomon was the first woman graduate 

am ו. our community, followed by my cousin חi 
the third, but the fir5t woman in the community 

. to take up medicine 

n our family we were four si5ters and ו
hree brothers. One brother died young. My ד

father was studying at the medical college in 
f סBombay when he wa5 married at the age 

18 year5. My mother was on ly 14, and as the 
fam ily 5tarted arriving , father had to give up 
his studies. Just about that t ime our maternal : 
grandfather had acqu ired a Coffee Estate in . 
Mysore State and our father was given charge 
of it. We had wonderful , enjoyable times at the . 
e5tate, roaming through the e5tate, chewing ripe . 
coffee berrie5, paddling in a stream nearby and 

watch 5סחס- ing the cru5hing proce5s and · 
the estate being quite isolated even from the 

earest vill age and ou r5 the only family, except ח• 
i or the labourer5. All went off we ll for year5 
when 5uddenly the planter '5 pe5t overran all · 

. the surrounding plantations as well as ours 
Ou r ci rcumstances changed, and father had to : 

. seek 5ervice in order to maintain the famil y · 
He went up north and secu red employment in · 
the railway. Our mother, never very 5trong but 

-most hard-working among her 5i5ter5, contract 
-e-d rheumatoid arthriti5 and wa5 eventually crip . 

pled and remained 50 for about 20 years, 15ut 
-alway5 ever 50 cheerful and helpful . Many Bri 

tish women friends would come over to be 
cheered by her ! We passed through difficult 

wa5 happy to give our mother real וtime5 but 
began to earn. During וcomfort and joy when 

our 5chooling day5, father could just manage . 
--to meet the educational expense5 of my bro 

We make living by what we get; make life by what we give. 
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. thers light their candle at it - Margaret Fuller סwledge, let סu have kn סlf y 

FULFILMENT OF MY AMBITION : 

f 1924 and! סre at the end סleft Bangal ו
& st סrary p סn סrtunately h סmbay. F סB סreturned t 

spital and סned at the Cama H סhad been sancti 
was accepted (1925). Dr. Turner-Watts retired ו

, fficer סinted medical סwas app וin 1928 and 
 the first lndian tס be given this pס st. A reaו.

 fulfilmentס f my childhסס d Day-Dream. Whileו
nd סf my sec סt news סg ו, l ססwas yet at Sch 

mbay. She was סmarried sister's illness in B 
ld. She had a premature delivery סbarely 17 years 

·-usly ill (1902). A rela סf twins and was seri ס
a and חססvisit P סf my father happened t סtive 

w ill my sister had been סmet her. She related h ו
w she had been treated and her life סc.nd h 

-nd .) and in סr, M.D. (L סsaved by Dr. Bens 
spital . This struck my סf the Cama H סcharge 

, r סct סbe a d סuld als סc וwished וfancy and 
f the סnd.) and be in-charge סtake the M.D. (L 

r סspitals f סf the first h סe (חסspital סCama H 
vernment, staffed entirely by סmen under G סw 

. ne סany סned t סnever menti וmen) a dream סw 
nd ןcld at that time סnly eleven years סwas ו

merit חסling was entirely dependent ססmy sch 
larships, standing first in the first class סsch 

. ut סugh סthr 

ו had an up-hill task here tסס. Wס rk aוו

sts סrtly, resident p סund increased . Quite sh סar 
 were dס ubled and even trebled and mס re hס ­nס

resident ,וspita סsts created (Cama H סrary p 
st-graduate degree סr p סgnised f סsts are rec סp 

rganisation סmbay University). Much סat the B 
-had to be carried out. A.N.C., P.N.C. were stabi 

child welfare. Special investigations סlised as als 
rk סf sterility were started and w סr cases סf 

ur ward regularised, particularly as סin the lab 
. often cases were admitted late in labour 

n, especially in purdah סmm סOsteomalasia was c 
stly Muslim) and it was quite a סmen (m סN \ 

-nsent cae סc סlk t סpersuade men-f סtask t 
man was סn. Once a Muslim w סsarean secti 

f סic ion קf an evening, with sus סadmitted 
was met by ו, ectopic gestation. On my arrival 

, an irate husband , who raised his thick stick 
uched his wife: r סt וthreatening to kill me if 

. ld him 1 must first see her סjust smiled and t 
rtunately was sub-acute and we סThe patient f 

wever, during the night thc סrise. H סcould temp 
yield and was סwife persuaded her husband t 

operated in the morning. About a year iater this 

חס taking the M.D. in Obs & Gyn .ס f Lחס dחס
f at סst סUniversity and this meant a resident p 

nservative סwas very c חסd חסnths. L סleast six m 
-t ad סחmen were סse days. Medical w סin th 

s except the זspita סr h סlleges סther c ססmitted t 
n סyal Free and the Elizabeth Garrett-Anders סR 

men סHospitals, and it was natural that British W 
wevre, when the סuld get first preference. H סw 

ut, medical men were סrld War broke סFirst W 
med סmen were welc סcalled up, and Britist w 

rtunate סspitals . 1 was thus f סat the General H 
, spital סat the E.G.A. H חסbe taken סugh t סen 
-years, receiving valu סwhere 1 spent nearly tw 

bstetrics and סable experience in practical 
was סgy under Miss Chadburn, wh סl סgynaec 

-very sympathetic and permitted me even to per 
-perations. ln 1918 1 was house סrm abdominal סf 
. spital, in Birmingham סn at the Maternity H סsurge 

COMMENCEMENT OF MY CAREER: 

 qualified M.D. in 1919 and returned t 1ס
-f my day סlndia. There was still the last wish 
-be realised. Dr. Turner Watts was in סdream t 

rary סn סffered h וס. spital סf the Cama H סcharge 
pening at that סsuch סחservices but there was 

. time 

. mbay 1ס set up my consulting practice in B 
fill a leave vacancy in סwas asked t 1920ו ln 

gical department at סl סstetric and Gynaec i.כ the O 
Lady Hardings Medical College and Hospital in 

men סr W סe in lndia reserved f חסDelhi , the only 
st at סffered a p סwas ו, students. While there 

f the סuth lndia) in-charge סre (S סBangal 
spital. This was quite a small סMaternity H 

rk סbstetric w סr סnly f סspi tal with facilities סh 
wever, arrangements סn theatre. H סno operati -

ng וr וtake cases requ סr me t סwere made f 
spital . My stay סthe General H סr surgery t סmaj 

 in Bangalס re meant much uphill task .ו ו:ad t lס
per intranatal care סorganise A.N.C. - P.N .C. pr 

rkers סcial w סas well as Child Welfare Clinics. S 
in Bangalore got interested and we formed a 

Organise clinics and סChild Welfare Council t 
spital סrs interested in the h סn סfeeding centres . D 

del סthat wecould have a m סrward s סcame f 
ur-ward (puerperal sepsis was rife in סlab 

n theatre and a סperati סthose days), an 
. logical ward סgynaec 
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-had planned was a se וAnother addition 
had noticed וparate ward for new-born, as 

-t's rela זrtoo much of handling of these by patie 
wrote to Dr. Miss Cama, a relative of ו. tives 

the donor of Cama Hospital and one of the 
-first lndian women to qualify from Grant Medi 
-cal College. She very graciously gave a dona 
-t ion and this ward was also built after my re 

. tirement 

DR. JHIRAD POST GRADUATE LIBRARY: 

Cama Hospital had hardly a library to 
-keep חסwas keen ו. took over וspeak of when 
-ing up with the times and apart from subscrib 
-ing to B.E. Journal of Obstetrics and Gynae 

would ו, ogy as well as the American Journal וco 
purchase some of the latest publications. These 

-would lend to my residents and post-gradu ו

-could persuade Government to sanc וates until 
-tion grants atleast for subscribing to the jour 

nals. My residents and post-graduates were 
really appreciative of my interest in them. This 

-is evident, as some of them, now senior hono 
raries, got together funds and Government 
sanction to open a Post-Graduate Library at 
the Cama Hospital to be named after me, at 

retired in וmy eightieth birthday (1971). When 
-had endowed a post-graduate scholar 1947 ,ו 

. ship in my mother's memory 

BIHAR EARTHQUAKE : 

recollect an incident which gave me joy ו

during my tenure '8t the Cama Hospital. The 
State of Bihar in the north was struck by a 
severe earthquake in 1934. lndian Congress 

-workers took a lead in rescue work, their iea 
der was Dr. Rajendra Prasad (later the first 

 President of lndependent lndia). One nightו
-got a telegram from Dr. Ra]endra Prasao, re 

questing an immediate despatch of six medical 
women to the quake-affected area, to work 

was puzzled. First ו. among purdah women 
phoned up three senior ו, thing in the morning 

. women to meet me. One of them, Dr וmedica 
-Kashibai Nayrange, a popular, general practitio 
-ner, immediately volunteered to lead the dele 

went to hospital and to one of my ו. gation 
-wards for my routine round. A group of resi 
 dents and post-graduates were awaiting me .ו
-just passed round the wire and to my gratifi 
-cation, in less than half an hour my five volun 

woman developed similar symptoms. The couple 
ushed up to the hospital and requested that ז

! :she be operated immediately 

EXTENTION TO THE HOSPITAL: 

A number ot women post-graduates came 
from different parts of lndia and needed 
residential accommodation. All round work 

-seemed to have increased. Necessary exten 
-.sions were carried out : spacious outpatient de 

hospital grounds, a pathological חסpartment 
laboratory and diagnostic X'rays, extension of 

, quarters for accommodating the nursing staff 
-and for residents, as also a post graduate hos 

.) tel (the first of its kind in Bombay 

Most of these extensions were possible 
through donations and contributions, during the 

lden Jubilee of the Hospital, celebrated in סG · 
1936. Lady Beaumont, wife of the Chief Justice 

. -of the Bombay High Court, was our Chairman 
-Many leading British and lndian ladies volun 

teered to organise attractive and entertaining 
-functions. A number of ordinary women, attend 
-ing our out-patients brought donations. A Mus 
! lim patient handed me Rupees One Hundred 

What appreciation and gratitude ! ln England 
Drs. Benson and Turner-Watts (Rtd . M.Os of 
C.H.) along with other retired women brought 

-out a brochure for the occasion. 1 did feel en 
couו raged and thankful . The year following 
-am sure Lady Beau ו. was awarded the M.B.E 

. mount was responsible · 

One of my Assistant Honoraries, in the 
early years of my tenure at Cama Hospital was 
Dr. Jamnabai Dhurandhar (later Desai). A few 
years after she retired from honorariship, she 

-had severe attack of enteric fever and develop 
ed intestinal haemorrhage requiring intensive 
treatment including blood transfussion - 1 spent 

t near her and again a few days later רthat nigl 
-wonder if this soli ו. when she was sinking 

citude of mine made Dr. Desai to walk into my . 
office at the hospital with a cheque for Rupees 

explained to him the plan 1 had in ו. One Lac 
mind for having a modern Aseptic operation 
theatre above an Administrative Block, between 

-Cama & Albless hospitals. This building ac 
tually materialised after my retirement. A well 

-sculptured statue of Jamnabai adorns the en 
. 1rance 
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d חg a חi חeve חf a סs חסld special sessi סh סt 
st-graduates. סp חings. Me חr וhסSunday חeve 

. ded חatte סlleges als סther c סm סfr 

FORMATION OF STREE MANDAL : 

 Sחסס afterו qualified fס r M.B.B.S. iח 1912 .
mbay. A group סB חeral Practice i חset up a Ge 

the חts i חllege stude סung teachers and c סf y ס

 Cס mmunity gס t tס gether tס preseח t me witn aח
ur חסi חme סaddress. lt was the first time w 

ther סmen of סcommunity had thus met. W 
ced. This gave me חities were far adva חmmu סc 

 an idea toס rganise a wome'ח s associatioח irו.
-r cul סgether f סg them t חbri סity t חmmu סour c 

cial advancement. (The Bene-lsrael סd s חtural a 
22: was וStree Mandal, 1913) . At that time 

. years old 

JEWISH RELIGIOUS UNION 

. ging חus upbri סod religi סa g חOurs had bee 
1 , a prize חסw ו, ol סarder at Sch סa b ח,Whe 

f the Bible for סpromptly purchased a copy 
te li6 re חby Claude C. Mo ו. g. Vol חme Readi סH 

terest and חd read it with deep i חof England a 
went to London for my וafter חtion . Soo סdev 

joined the Liberal Jewish וst-graduate studies סp 
ded Sabbath and High חd atte חgue a סSynag 

Holiday services regularly. This brought me in 
Lily חס.re, the H סtefi חסtact with Dr. C. G. M חco 

 H. Mס ntague and Rabbi.ו.ו Muttuck, whס ewerי
 rvery friendly and helpful even after my returז
lndiaו fiח ally settled dowח . ln 1925, when סt 
f סnsored the establishment סsp ו, in Bombay 
. es חgressive li סpr חסחסi חus U סthe Jewish Religi 

us classesס­d religi חWe have regular services a 
. gues סSynag חw סur סd have חand discussions a 

lden Jubilee in סn celebrated its G סThe Uni 
 March 1975. Much encס uragement has beeח

ad סm abr סf Rabbis fr סus by visits סgiven t 
ס ff aח d.חס

general have made me take חMy interests i 
uraging סrganising and enc סa leading part in 

-d particularly wel חr general welfare a סrk f סw 
-d children in Maha חthers a סg m חסfare am 

r the blind , the סrk f סw סrashtra State, as als 
rk, rescue סphysically disabled, vigilance w 

-was award ו. ciety סmes and children 's aid s סh 
 ed the Padma Shree (an lndian distincti(חס

 niח e years ag.ס

 ) Dr. Jhirad passed awayחס 2-6-84 (.

up left the same סme. The gr סteers came up t 
 afterח- oס n and speח t more thaח a mחס Th iח

. us villages סvari 

UNIVERSITY EXAMINER 

-m סer for the M.D. at B חhave been exami ו
r many סa Universities f חססbay, Madras and P 

-ate and Medi חthe Se חסrked סhave w ו. years 
da סd Bar חa a חססmbay, P סcal Faculty at B 
ity חthe Mater חסted חi סwas app ו. iversities חU 
w (סח. f l.R.F.A סmmittee סd Child Welfare C חa 
r סf חd was its Chairma חl.C.M.R.) for years a 
 several years .ו undertסס k investigatiחס s intס
d חmbay 1937-38, a סB חrtality i סal M חMater 
-have writ ו, rt. Besides this סut a rep סught סbr 

 ten maח y papers, Ectס pic Gestatiחס aח d Varic-ס
thers. Puerperal סngst סVaginal Fistulae am 

ightmare at Bangalore and in חSepsis was a 
f סear the time חwas glad that וmbay, but סB 
 my retirement this was almס st wiped out .ו

da סmbay, Bar סns at B סrati סgive סwas invited t 
. d Calcutta חa 

ו jס iח ed the Assס ciatiחסס f Medical Wס meח

lndia and have סreturned t וafter חססin lndia s 
. nected with it חסsince been actively c 

r סllege f סgs Medical C חThe Lady Hardi 
red by A.M.W.I.) has a סs חDelhi (spo חi חme סW 

dy which סg B חi חtheir Gover חסtative חeprese ז
ו represeח ted fס r years. During that periס dו

vernment סngly against the G סagitate str סhad t 
order חn and i סeducati ס-duce c סsal to intr סp סpr 

-the Pre חסf view, called סt חi סur p חסsustai סt 
-ister, Educa חt, Prime Mi חeside ~ t, Vice-P חside 

ugh סister and Health Minister. Alth חMi חסti 
ur main ס, dia חct in l חst exti סpurdah is alm 

-n סy families were still c חwas that ma חסbjecti ס

-d particularly that it was a residen חservative a 
. far סllege. We have succeeded s סtial c 

llege סf the Royal C סMember חse סwas ch ו
ס f Obstetricians and Gyח aecס lס gists iח 1935

the retired חסw 1947 ,סח w in סand elected Fell 
ugh סrbing practice, even thr סabs חhad a ו. list 

r סf סspital as als סmy services at the Cama H 
-s סcharge of the h חme years after. While i סs 
-my private pati סalways made it clear t ו, pita l 

uld סspital w סcy at the h חemerge חents that a 
would וce but assured them that חtake precede 

. equally qualified substitute חr a סge f חarra 

had wide ו, m my medical work סApart fr 
d used חf teaching a סd חסwas very f ו. interests 

. al life חeter סrn t סdying, that we are b חed. lt is i חסg, that we are pard חi חסpard חlt is i 
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Two Bene-lsrael Personalities who Enlightened the llliterates 

in the l 9th Century 

By Mrs. RACHEL GADKAR 

, ce חra סחig סd that due t חu סmbay he f סB חl 
f child-birth death was very סtage חthe perce 

educate the סre did his best t סhigh. He theref 
particularly of the Harijan ח,me סilliterate w 

1882 he חe. l חal hygie חity in perso חcommu 
-stitu חi חstarted "NITI PRASARAK MANDAL" (a 

 tiחס fס r impartiח g moral iח structiחס s) aח dס pe-ח
. g villages חdi חu סthe surr חches i חed several bra 
, ches חthese bra סurs t סt סחסg סHe used t 
, e חal hygie חs health, perso ח'me סw חסg חlecturi 

g the חamo חסhibiti סd pr חral rectitude a סm 
1899 he established in חity. l חmmu סC חHarija 

as "AROGYA חw סחstitute k חi חuse a סh חw סhis 
-cial Wor סt S חMANDIR", where talks by emine 

. ged חkers were arra 

spected the books prescribed by the חHe i 
) etry - Kavita סls (p ססr the Sch סt f חme חver סG 
-m סC חסthe Educati סrt t סa rep חt i חd se חa 
r סprescribed f חסrti 1883ס that the p חi חסmissi 
-d mis חtic a חts was difficult, peda חthe stude 

test סf pr סrt raised a storm סg. This rep חleadi 
omit סagreed t חסmmissi סC חd Educatio חa 

 thס se poems frס m the Bס oks. He has writteח
Marathi. The חus subjects i סvari חסks 13סס b 

-t Saya חf Baroda, the late Shrima סMaharaja 
-vit חd i חks a ססized his b חסGaikawad patr סjira 

me סwrite s סd asked him t חBaroda a סted him t 
• ls in his State סspect the scho חd to i חks a ססb 

d חrts a סs rep חס'rms. Mr. Sim סd suggest ref חa 
-ffer סd he חs pleased the Maharaja a חסsuggesti 
. t חDepartme חסEducati חst i סed him a high p 

uld סffer as it w סed the חdecli חסBut Mr. Sim 
. rk elsewhere סhamper his social w 

REBECCABAI VAKRULKAR: 

f Bhauji Abaji סRebeccabai, daughter 
-the 25th Native ln חsalkar, a Subedar i סGh 

wledge. Her סחg k חd of acquiri חtry, was fo חfa 
ary חסa Missi חearly education was in Alibag, i 

, 2 April חסחסshe married Sim חl. Whe ססSch 
July חסl was started 1873ס (The lsraelite Scho 
his סt t חm's first prese 1875 ,5סס), the bridegr 

. r studies סoks f סld bride was b 16ס year 

REBECCABAI SIMON WAKRULKAR 

INTRODUCTION : 

ry סg st חti חcha חd e חg a חati חThis is a fasci 
. rmers vi :r סcial ref סd s חrkers a סcial w סs סof tw 
-ligh חe סVakrulkar, wh חסd Sim חRebeccabai a 
-per חof Maharashtra i חme סed illiterate w חte 
-ugh writ סcial welfare thr סd s חe a חal hygie חסs 

 iח gs, talks aח d actual wס rk amחס g the dס w-ח
, d wife חd a חhusba ס,The tw ח.me סw חdde סtr 

tackle סd courage tried t חa חסati חwith determi 
there were חd whe סblem at a peri סthe pr 

rkers. The two, particularly סcial w סy s חhardly a 
r סry f סg mem חRebeccabai have left a lasti 

ral, physical and סise m -סונur t סdeav חtheir e 
. r ססf the p סtell.ectual base חi 

SIMON VAKRULKAR : 

cial סlific Marathi writer, s סwas a pr חSimo 
et, a great critic סrmer, a p סcial ref סrker, s סw 

f סk. After the death חf the first ra סr סrat סd חa 
, t חth Mercha סaji Vakrulkar, a Cl חhis father, Ba 

. mbay סB חi חw סd settled d חe left Alibag a רl 

. unt the people y6u reach סco unt than to c סple wh סreach th.e pe סrtant. t סre imp סlt's m 
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Love is not measured by how many times you touch each ·other, but how many times you 
reach each other. 

to the חt i חse. She we ת"סLed the Mid-Wifery C 
d the illiterate such as the חcalities a סpoor l 

d Kamathipura חMhatarpakhadi a חr-Ali i סDh 
-d חsary at Khetwadi she atte חher dispe חareas. l 
 ed tס theח eedy withס ut remuח eratiחס aח d eveח
-Saya חס.for their educati חhelped their childre 

of her חappreciatio חjirao Gaikwad of Baroda i 
 Nס ble aח d selfח ess service had iח vited her tס

 Barס da sס the pס pulace cס uld beח efit t.סס

ADOPTION OF POOR CHILDREN AND 
SPREAD OF LITERACY 

ts חg stude חr but deservi ססpted p סShe ad 
 tס help them becס me self suppס rtiח ­g. She cחס

wledge סr imparting basic kn סducted classes f 
," the illiterates at " NITI PRASARAK MANDAL סt 
d חn a סd at Mazga חestablished by her h4usba 

ts both male חf the stude סLal Baug. The age 
ged from 7 to 50 years. She חand female ra 

the footsteps of the " LADY חwed i סll סhad truly f 
WITH A LAMP" - the great FLORENCE 

. NIGHTINGALE 

PUBLICATIONS AND ARTICLES ON 
PERSONAL HYGIENE 

" te "KUTUMB MANTRI סln 1878 she wr 
 giving adviceחס Hס mely aid aח d Remedies tס
-nrtibu סrthy c סr. lt was hailed as a w ססthe p 

d was חefit the poor middle class a חto be חtio 
" 1879 her medical guide " SOOYIN חted . l חrepri 
-Maha חa whole-hearted welcome i חwas give 

 rashtra aח d was traח slated iח Gujarati t.סס

the סce t חte articles as guida סwr סShe als 
cal סthe l חthers which appeared i סt M חExpecta 

1880 her חd Gujarathi newspapers. l חMarathi a 
-d reme חfertility, its causes a חl " חסarticles 
-Gopal Ganesh Agar חdies" was published i 
" kar's paperס duced iח Sudharak". lt was repr 

Surat חal "The Gujarathi" i חur סthe Bombay J 
Ahmedabad's חd i חGujarath Mitra" a " 

." Hitechu " 

COMPLIMENTS FROM THE LATE JUSTICE 
RANADE & OTHER EMINENT PERSONALITIES : 

s חסse publicati סJustice Ranade called th 
d חt Series", "The Hindu" of Madras a חHema " 

from far away ס,f Chicag סiversity חU חWester 
. g her praises חAmerica sa 

-1880, the great Social Worker Shri Agar חl 
a series חg i חkar praised her articles appeari 

-e "Sudharak". Many emi חa Marathi Magazi חi 
d worthy Doctors spoke חt specialists a חe ח

CRITICISM FOR JOINING 
: MID-WIFERY COURSE 

tific חd scie חder faultless a חre סrder t סn ו

 treatmeח t tס the poס r, Rebeccabai waח ted tס
were חthose days, wome חr, but i סbe a Doct 

t Medical College. So she חGra חnot admitted i 
the same College חed Mid-Wifery Course i חi סj 

threats of חd eve חspite of severe criticism a חi 
-al assault by the members of the com חperso 

g of dead חuchi סvolved t חmunity, as the Course i 
. bodies 

SIMON BECOMES A DOCTOR : 

t be a qualified סחce the wife could חSi 
Doctor, husband joined the Medical College 

taught חthe חd passed out successfully. Simo חa 
the College with חt i חhis wife all that he lear 

t סחdid חd models. Simo חthe aid of sketches a 
 stop at this. He took weekly oral aח d writteח

the previous חwhat he had taught i חסtests 
. week 

A SPECIALIST IN FEMALE 
HEAL TH PROBLEMS : 

 Due to this iח tensive iח structions aח d trai-ח
ing by her husband, Rebeccabai became a 

Female Health Problems and her חSpecialist i 
-fame spread far and wide not only in Mana 

. d Madras חrashtra but also in Gujarat a 

Both husband and wife did not utilise their 
knowledge for exploiting the poor, but for the 

tto was "SERVICE סefit of mankind. Their M חbe 
." ABOVE SELF 

LOVE FOR THE POOR 

nact with סln her profession she came in c 
the richest families of the lndian States and 

n her spare time she ו. orest labourers סthe p 
called labourers to her place and instructed 

. them in the use of Cheap Household Remedies 
tremely shy .גwere e חSince the Native wome 

to disclose their ailments to the Doctors, much 
less undergo medical examinations there was 
a move by some leading citizens of Bombay 
to get two English Lady Doctors to solve the 
problems, Rebeccabai Simon exploded the myth 
by her strong article challenging "How could 

-f the pro סa Doctor. diagnose in the absence 
-blem of language?" She appealed for medi 
-cal course to be introduced in the Native Lan 
-to those who had pass קen guage keeping it o 

62 



Miss REBECCA REUBEN 
) B.A., S.T.D. (Cambridge 

. 1957 -1951 : cipal, Sir Elly Kadoorie High School (1922-1951) Advisor חPri 

. ation חExami חe-lsrael to top the list at the Matriculatio חThe first Be 

. derstood - Marie Curie חly to be u חסlife is to be feared. lt is חg i חNothi 

ity selflessly חg Huma חg the sufferi חAfter servi 
ded to meet חfor 28 years this Great soul asce 

e, 1904. Many a חthe 26th Ju חסher Master 
g ode to the Glorious חewspaper gave a fitti ח

." Vakrulkar חMrs. Rebeccabai Simo " 

to English חThe above article is translated i ( 
from a Marathi article written by Mrs. Rachel 
Gadkar, which appeared in the Sunday Edition 

its issue of חof "Sakal" a Marathi daily i 
al חrigi כrexcerpt from the 23-11-1980ח. lt is a 

.) Marathi article 

improved the חcipal Miss Reube חAs Pri 
sely. Besides חdard of the school imme חsta 

troduced several extra חacademic work she i 
: curricular activities 

She started (i) the Boy-Scouts and Girl 
t which secured prizes in חGuides moveme 

-d other events; (ii) a co-ope חatheletics a 
ed by students חחtirely ma חrative society e 
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a letter Shri Agarkar writes חhighly of them. l 
d חg ha חg helpi חto her "Educated Ladies givi 
 to theח eedy poor womeח is our prime co-ח

." at the moment חcer 

HER CHILDREN : 

d the חeers a חgi חs became E חHer two so 
ed חtwo daughters Elizabeth and Sarah obtai 

d חs a חd College of Physicia חM.D. from Clevela 
-s, Elizabeth, the elder who got her Doc חSurgeo 

30th April 1903 was the first lady חסtorate 
ger חdian Jews. The you חg the l חDoctor amo 

. one followed in the same footsteps 

. n all her letters to her daughters, Mrs ו
Rebeccabai Simon ever kept the need of the 

. try as the goal of service to the poor חcou 

al authorities had חlt was 1905. The educatio 
noticed year after year that girls had more 

-boys, hence the per חMaths. tha חdifficulty i 
-a חg the Matric Exami חtage of girls passi חce 
-tem חtoin was miserably low. They seriously co 

g the Maths Syllabus for girls to חplated revisi 
 help them overcome this problem. But theח

e particular girl had scored חסoticed that חthey 
. Maths 100%ח marks that very same year i 

immediately. " lf חged their decisio חThey cha 
חס e girl caח achieve this feat aח y other caח"

. they thought 

the חe other tha חסחThat brilliant girl was 
g the list חlate Miss Rebecca Reuben - toppi 

early חts that year. She scored חof Matric Stude 
g חcludi 100%ח in most other subjects - i 
t זHebrew, though she had switched over to 

. skrit just a year earlier חfrom Sa 

ce brought her חal excelle חHer educatio 
offers for Principalship in several reputed 

-schools but she readily sacrificed these presti 
-cipal of the lsrae חgeous posts to become Pri 

w known as "Sir El ly (סחlite High School 
-Kadoorie High School") and work for the Wel 

. jare of the Community 



ks ססress she has several b סted auth סחA 
f them are prescribed סme סher credit - s סt 

ity she had חmmu סr c סks. F ססl text b ססas sch 
g חsisti חסNOPHETH" c " חסthly publicati חסa m 
ס f Biblical Stס ries aח d Jewish life. She alsס

d חte "BENE-ISRAELS OF BOMBAY" a סwr 
 " SHABUOTH". She had sparedסח paiח s iח
 makiח g the cס mpilatiחסס f the Beח ­e-lsrael aח

. ssible סmplete as p סk as c ססd year B חa וua ח

 The valueס f the publicatiחס ­was greatly eח
d חf the past year a סrt review סced by a sh חha 
-mmu סf the C חססisati חrga סthe re חסarticle חa 

a high חסstructi חus i סreligi חnity. She had give 
f חססisati חrga סr the re סher scheme f חplace i 

ed a חtai חסk c ססity. Besides the b חmmu סthe c 
d חgues a סag חus Sy סvari חסחסrmati סf חrt i סsh 
-f de סames ח, dia חl חs i חסstituti חal i חmmu סc 
d חlders, Military Officers a סd title h חgree a 
, f status חסtleme חd ge חal ladies a חסfessi סpr 

rs, writers סrkers, auth סal w חmmu סg c חdi חutsta ס
. s חסd their publicati חa 

-e חf the Be סt חactive participa חShe was a 
mmittee סg C חagi חd a Ma חce a חfere חסlsrael C 

-nference Educa סf the Bene-lsrael C סMember 
-r several years and also its Sec סn Fund f סti 

 retary iח 1927 .

-d re חd a gra 1942ח she visited lsrael a חl 
. ur in Jerusalem סחסher h חwas held i חסcepti 

 ) it should be remembered that there wereסח
-lndian Jews in lsrael then) .... and she sur 

perfect חg a speech i חne by givi סprised every 
t a סr which she g סt Hebrew - f חd flue חa 

 staח diח gס vati.חס

was the First Bene lsrael חMiss. Reube 
-rm Kirtans. As she did not ap סperf סLady t 

rd 'Kirtan' she called it Sangeet סve the w סpr 
ied with music חmpa סacc חסOrati ( חVyakhya 

.) ngs סd s חa 

Miss R. Reuben will always be remembered 
knew her. As it has been said סse wh סby th 

ever סחple is t סf pe סthe hearts חlive i סז·' 

. f her סrightly be said חdie at all". This ca 

ts; (iii) a חstude סery etc. t חסsupply stati סt 
aged by חt exclusively ma חdel "Parliame סm 

ciety סts themselves; (iv) Debating S חstude 
d חpical subjects a סinteresting and t חס

s; and (v) revived tlie חסmpetiti סc חסcuti סel 
d named it חa חסciati סEx-Students' Ass 
." s חl Maccabea ססlsraelite Sch " 

-nal interest in all these acti סk pers ססShe t 
yed סj חts e חd made sure that stude חvities a 

t חl mea ססk that sch חt thi סחd did חthemselves a 
. s חסati חd exami רוly studies a חס

ics חrganized lsruhag pic סMiss Reuben 
ic will חe particular pic חסevery year - and 

. ts חf all participa סry סthe mem חger i חסger l חli 
g Egypt חf Jews leavi סe חShe depicted the sce 

 uח der the leadershipס f Prס phet Mס ses ,ס fteח
ally חd fi חmetimes quarrelling a סgrumbling, s 

e חסחthe wilderness where חdemanding water i 
. existed 

l was faced ססure the sch חg her te חDuri 
blem. The Bombay Municipal סr pr סwith a maj 

ration certified the school buliding as too סrp סC 
wn סr repairs. They had to either close d סld f ס

tice סחrt סe at sh חסew חr build a סl ססthe Sch 
those חlossal cost of Rs. 2 lakhs (i סat the c 

d חg a חki חbe quick thi סearly times). lt had t 
 quicker actiס n. The cס mmunity maח aged tס

raise Rs. 33,000/-. Then she personally met the 
 Bס ardס f Directס rsס ­f the Anglo Jewish Assס

, eed חviced them of the urgent חd co חa חciatio 
. dsome grant חate a ha חdo סg them t חpersuadi 

ate חt Sir Elly Kadoorie to do סally she g חd fi חA 
-man with her perse סa large sum. Only a w 

numental סverence and grit could face such a m 
. blem and come out triumphant סpr 

parallel. She סחist she had חeducatio חAs a 
-m סC חסf the Educati סted member חwas appoi 

ut סment and was marked חver סmittee by the G 
f the then סn סf Educati סme Minister סbec סt 

f this סBombay Presidency. But the glamour 
gly חt deter her from stro סחveted post did סc 

-t's education sys חme חg the Gover חi חcondem 
d they later admitted that she had been חtem a 

at חken eve סutsp סright. She was fearless and 
. authority חse i סg th חf displeasi סst סthe c 

g חworry) will do". - A sayi ח,ot do, time (work, applicatio חחce ca חtellige חThat which the i " 
. f Jewish sages ס
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MESSAGE FROM MISS R. REUBEN 

סד

) 1937 ( THE BENE ISRAEL YOUTH DAY 

Youth day used to be celebrated from 1936 to about 1944 in which youths below 35 years ( 
.) of age were allowed to participate 

The advice given by Miss R. Reuben in 1937 is even more approrpiate to-day : Hence the ( 
) reason for reproducing it 

 lftו~ utט

ed with the beauty וThus did Jeremiah, thrir 
of the wakeful almond blossom in spring, wake 

, to the spirit of hope that watches over man 
and sing comfort into the hearts of a broken 
people when no flicker of hope appeared in 

. the darkening gloom 

And so, through the ages, and throughout 
the nations, has youth dreamt and dared and 
wrought. 

, To-day - starving in the midst of plenfy 
: enslaved by false ideals : despairing, apathetic 

a prey to evil humours and fofiie_s ·: oppressed 
: tments חwith cruel injustices and bitter reS'e 
: drained dry of the milk of human kindness 

blind with hopelessness : - today, as never 
before does the World need the vision of youth 

of 'SILLY, Charming, Beautiful Youth' , of -
 youth that dreams and dares a.וו

The World is being shattered to bits before 
us. What will remain? One thing surely - the 
opportunity to "remould it nearer to the heart's 
desire". And it will be the privilege of the 
youth of to-day to do it. 

Meditation and action - daring dreams and 
daring deeds - that is the spirit of youth -
the lightening that sleeps within the cloud, to 
flash forth out of thick darkness. 

Arise, Barak ! 

A · shattered world lies before you. What 
are you going to make of it? 

" Your old men shall dream dreams and 
your young men shall see visions'"-Joel ii. 28. 

This old, unsatisfactory ,world of ours 
seems to be crashing about us in ruins. Men 

. acking vision have made a sorry mess of it all ז
-And yet, this same old world has been sustain 

these ages, by the visions of those who ווed, a 
dream, and who see new worlds in their 

. dreams 

Thus did Joseph, among his stocks of 
corn, under a star-bespangled sky, dream 
dreams and gathered strength, and rose trim­
phant out of the depths of a dungeon pit, to 
ensure peace and plenty in a hungry world. 

Thus did Moses qiscover the eternal varie­
ties in the blossoming of a desert-bush and 
fired by it, he led forth an enslaved people out 
of bondage and shaped them till they were fit 
for freedom. 

Thus Devorah, under her palm tree, medi­
tated and waited until the hour struck when 
she whipped the apathy out of a dispirited na­
tion and roused faint-heart to action. 

So, David the shepherd boy, leading his 
sheep to quiet pastures, his soul attuned to 
beauty, drank in the music of the spheres, and 
with its might, charmed away the ugly humours 

. of a moody King 

Thus Amos, headsman, brooding amidst his 
sights and sounds of wrong חס, native hills 

, ffis glory חdoing, dared confront a king in a 
. to castigate him for his unrighteousness 

, So did Hosea, grieving over an erring wife 
· f סearn the lesson of understanding love out ו

. a broken heart, and teach it to the World 
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Padmashri "REUBEN DAVID" (DANDEKAR) 

- the Miracle-man of Ahmedabad Zoo 
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the sixth experiment was that of a lion and a 
vely סgether as l סught up t סdog who were br 

mmy, a סn and T סntu , the li סplaymates. M 
 Mס ngrel dס g became hand and glס ve with each ' י·.,
g; a סa d סe instance, years ag חסn ו. ther ס

an ח' gether i סnkey and a t iger were kept t סm 
ud privilege סsure and the trio had the pr סcl חc 

bE:!n .יזנbling company of Re סying the enn סof enj 
. at times 

 The entire Zסס Cס mplex viz., the Zסס
Garden, the Children 's park (Balvatika) and the 

ry Museum at Ahmedabad are the סNatural Hist 
-p סf Reuben David . which . he deve,i סns סcreati 
, 73 f ס· m scratch and still at , this age סed fr 

his סit like an avid father t סt חסhe sticks 
n סnsiderati סthe c סchildren. This is all due t 

f the Ahmedabad סn סand exalted appreciati 
id ~<;ן r which Reuben Q סn f סrati סrp סMunicipal C 

d.\i ~ n and · transparent d סti סhad · unflinching dev 
. n סcati 

 · ln recס gnitiס nס f his perfס rmances · in aוו
irited סf G"ujarat has app ס. vt סspheres, the G 

tige hי' r the סr f סrary Advis סn סhim as the H 
f סmpassing an area סmplex enc סMuseum C 

1250 acres at Gandhinagar. But Reuben admits 

Padmashri Reuben accomplishes a novel 
f the סSuperintendent ססn as the Z סccupati ס

mmunicate סc סmplex. 'T סC ססAhmedabad Z 
e סחסwith animals by Reuben ' isn 't amusing t 

f Reuben 's סme סutc סthe ,ססThis Z וו.and a 
rmance in life, has earned him סsingular perf 

-f breed סnal name and fame because סinternati 
tic and endangered species סing in captivity ex 

diles סc סf animals, birds and reptiles like cr ס

ns and suitably display them with סand pyth 
-ns. He trap סmagnificent architectural expressi 
. diles סc סzen man-eater cr סped alive half a d 

w . these ·mari-eater·s wh6 were trapped alive סN 
y have bred eיwell ·that · th סs רiw סhave set'tled d 

st סhis credit, has alm סReuben, t סס.in the Z 
-is in the lime ססdiles. Ahmedabad Z סc 100ס cr 

untry סin the c ססnly Z סlight and is perhaps the 
es in סhave successfully br.ed Flaming סt 

me a regul.ar event סcaptivity which has bec 
. every year 

st all סngs and alm סns, bintur סThe tigers, li 
animals סother animals including the rare albin 

. and birds have been bred here with success 
the חסf successful experiments סA number 

f סf different species סexistence ס-f c סncept סc 
ut. The last and סanimals have been carried 

. .. .. -
m goes to the tim.id - · Jawaharlal Nehru סdare and act. lt·, seld סthose wh סSuccess comes t 

·' 6~ 



General of Malaya & British Borneo and · High 
Commissioner for U.K. · in lndia, remarked " This 

Zoo ·וhave visited the most beautifu ו· morning 
-1 have seen and the finest Children's play 
".· shall never forget them ו. ground in the world 

The author Dr. Collen Groves from Austra­
lia while presenting his book " Horses, Asses 
and Zebras to Reuben, endorses · to dear 
Reuben as a beautiful animal with all best 
wishes while his wife Mrs. Phyll Groves en­
dorses that not only beautiful but also a rare 
endangered species. 

Reuben's father David was a Doctor of 
great eminence who was also very fond of 
animals and had a number of dogs, birds, a 
deer etc . Reuben being brought up in the com­
pany of such a surrounding and climate, his 
heaps of love for animals was inborn. 

Reuben was also an athlete in his young 
days whose feats of strength included break­
ing of iron chains , stopping cars , tearing of 
Telephone Directories, bending of iron bars 
etc. 

The Ex-Governor of Gujarat , H. E. Nawab 
Mehdi Nawaz Jung Bahadur & Begum Sahiba 

d never forget to invite Reuben and his וwou 
· , wife Sarah whenever there was a Gazal 

Shayri or Qawwali programme at the Raj 
. Bhavan 

Reuben started his career as a Canine Con­
sultant which he still continues and apart from 
this he has expertise in repairing arms. He is 
very fond of antiques. His house as well as 
office are so decorated which would immea­
surably delight the Taxidermists , Zoologists, 
antique collectors and artists . 

Some of the thrilling experiences and try­
ing times Reuben had when a full-grown Bear 
escaped and plumetted the Hospital terrace. 
Reuben is known to have Darwinian patience 
and therefore did not lose his patience and 
presence of mind . lmmediately he lured the 
agitated Bear to sip at a palatable honey 
mixed with heavy dose of tranquilliser and in 
no time the Bear was stupefied. Thus the fero­
cious animal was trapped with meticulous 
care and he was put back in his cage. 

that i behind all his achievements in life, his 
wife Sarah was always in the background. All 
thelse superb accoplishments would not have 

possible save Sarah 's constant cheer-up ; חbee 
-i1barnacle-like tenacity. lt is most unfortu יand 
-nate: that Reuben developed in larynx a carce 

1968 in the year חסma-and he was operated ;סח

he Tata Memorial Hospital in Bombay and ~ at.' 
k ססst his natural voice. Sarah t סthereafter he l 
-great care to nurse him like a child and be 
-came; his voice to attend to his friends, offi 
, s and staff. She was fully dedicated to him זcia 

helped him to pluck up courage and showed 
him the ways to live with voice robbed. Sarah 
had Master's, Degree and in her School as a 
Teacher, she was a friend , a fond mother, a 

. philosopher and a guide to those she taught 
Thus she was loved and held in high esteem 

. uch with her סby one and all who came in t 
st his סAfter Sarah 's sad demise, Reuben has l 

-indefatigable enthusiasm and unflagging inte 
ffers to סugh even now he has official סrest th 

-un סver the c סm all סtake up many projects fr 
, try . Reuben is blessed with only a daughter 

urs in Fine סgraduated with hon סEsther, wh 
da. Esther has סm M. S. University, Bar סArts· fr 

-mbay and Ahme סher. '•Sculptures exhibited at B 
. d.abad with great success 

. ': ! 

-Reuben David , Ex-Superintendent, Ahmeda 
 bad Zס o ,סח w Hס nס rary Advisס r to the Zסס

-duc סmplex, hardly requires any further intr סC 
cal press has dubbed him "Disney סn. The l סti 
". f Kankaria ס

-The day dawned when Reuben 's exhilera 
unds. Panditji arrived at the סb סחtion knew 

4-4-61 and jubilantly spent חסmplex סC ססZ 
wsing סurs with Reuben br סand half h סtw 

lding back the סmplex h סC ססugh the Z סr fiו t 
intment. Here Panditji remarked " This סnext app 

. much סheard s וf which סis a delightful place 
." re like it in lndia סwish there were many m ; 
-ng-felt dream attained fulfil סThus Reuben's l 

. ment 

. f U.S.A סr סhn Galbraith , Ambassad סf. J סPr 
-gized Reuben's per סlndia, has highly eul סt 

r's סk " Ambassad ססrmance. Reuben, in his b סf 
f the סunt סnal acc סurnal" which is a pers סJ 

-page 335 and 337, was men חסKennedy years 
, gist. Similarly סl ססned as a remarkable Z סti 

vernor סnald Ex-G סm Macd סn'ble Sir Malc סRt. H 
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DAVID EZRA REUBEN (NAVGAOKAR) 

g else. The חothi חd חa חfabricatio ווthat is a 
se that the חthe se חal i חditio חge is co חchalle 

ly be provided by חakes would o חomous s חve 
d not חof bites a חistratio חfor the admi חReube 

ge. Reuben חybody who accepts this challe חby a 
gly holds that it is simply balderdash that חstro 

y stone חtra or a חtra-ta חe or ma חred or black sto 
is a crude method of extracting חapplicatio 

ate people. Such a חfortu חey from the u חmo 
because he חge was offered by Reube חchalle 

ake חate victims of s חfortu חts that the u חwa 
-s should never be de חbites or their relatio 

be cured by חfrauded or lured that they ca 
d the public in חmiraculous ways. The victims a 

ake bites חous s חow that poiso חeral must k חge 
om serum and חti-ve חly be cured by a חo חca 
ded ear!ier and חbe saved if it is atte חlife ca 

-utomati הick of time. The victims are חthe חi 
-ake bites if they are admi חcally cured of s 

akes but the חus s סחסis סp חסח-ly by חistered o ח
g and חtra etc. is misleadi חtra-ta חf ma סw סsh 

. us סfictiti 
' awarded the 'Padmashri חhas bee חReube 

t of lndia . . A חa coveted award by the Preside 
m the Karnataka Veterinary סTamra-Patra" fr " 

ciation for 25 years of yeoman service סAss 
 rendered tס wildlife and he is alsס the Hס ­nס

, f the Cheetah Rescue Club סrary member 
his סther awards t סada and has many חCa 

Reuoen's חסlume can be written סcredit . A full v 
. unique achievements but the space is restricted 

The first lndian Jew to pass l.C.S. Examination 
and Wranglership (1917) 

nd son סsec ,חThe Late David E. Reube 
f the late Ezra Reuben was the first Beneס­

lsrael Wrangler having successfully passed from 
the Cambridge University. He ·was also the 

a -חסpass l.C.S. Examinati סfirst Bene-lsrael t 
n for the lndian Civil סmpetitive examinati סc 

-this pres חpped the list i סService. ln fact he t 
1917. He retired as חn i סtigious examinati 

. urt סf Patna High C סChief Justice 

After his retirement, his services were re-
d he was a חt a חvernme סned by the G סquisiti 

. r a few years סurt f סur C סdge in a Lab נJL 

'' t " Sumitra חce friendly female Elepha חO 
wn סd חce, threw Reube חf petula סin a fit 
m סbut he had a hair-breadth escape fr 

ce with חhad experie חjuries. Reube חus i סseri 
d he says, based חimals a וf ar סtypes ווst a סalm 

, s חסli חסuld rely סexperiences, that he w חס

t סחimals but חther a סy חr a סthers חtigers, pa 
. t חan elepha חס

 Reubeח stroח gly believes iח · coח versatioח
-ut סgs are חbei חd says " Huma חimals a חwith a 

time to חd i חature a חf סce חwing the bala סgr 
-ther, leav סe an חסcome, we will be left to eat 

imal חimals aside" . lf the a חd a חg the birds a חi 
blame. He סis largely t חhas turned fierce, ma 

the valuable חcity has forgotte סfer חw סin his 
e day חature. O חcing חbala חf animals i סle סr 

." r it סhe will pay f 
ly חסd חssibly Reuben David is the first a סP 

publiclv חסut \Vith a declarati סwho came חma 
of חauguratio חi חs at a חסake exhibiti חst s חagai 

, spita l סat the New Civil H חסe such exhibiti חס

-/ 5,000 . f Rs סffered a sum סd חAhmedabad a 
 to aח y persoח who caח cure snake bites frסחר

d of חakes by miraculous wa חcus s חpoiso 
r by סtra חtra-ta חf hand, ma סmagic, sleight 

e as it is usually חסf red or black st סvirtue 
f סy iota חd there without a חpubl ished here a 
d חt man a חafflue חt a סחis חit. Reube חtruth i 

ney. 1-le סill-afford to squander away m חhe ca 
t that nobodv חfide חd fully co חis well aware a 

challenge becaus.3 חpe סuld dare accept his סw 

. ite חLunatics Never U 
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ALAM ARA (1929). 

JOSEPH DAVID PENKAR (1879-1949) 

Script-writer for the first lndian Talkie 

By : A. H. Elias 

the Bombay stage thrice חסpacked audiences 
a week throughout the year. The stage craft 
under his direction reached a high level and 

-the scenes and settings were gorgeous. Seve 
-ral stage and cine actors acquired their train 

. ing from him 

He was also deeply religious. He wrote 
and staged several Kirtans, the proceeds of 
which were donated to the Bene-lsrael Chari­
ties in Bombay and Pune. The widely remem­
bered among these are "Merapi", "Queen 
Esther", "Abshalom" etc. For these he was 
both Script-writer and Song-composer. Later 
they were published in book form. While he 
immersed himself in. fine arts, he neglected the 
business side of his career. His dishonest part­
ners took advantage of this and he ran into 
financial losses. 

Undaunted he started af resh and wrote tha 
." script for the first lndian Talkie - " Alam Ara 

, Later he was associated with J. 8. H. Wadia 
a film producer who greatly respected him. He 

-l assign הlived true to his art and declined sever 
-he dis ~ ments in films because he disapproved 

. tortions to get box office appeals 

His love for music and literature was ac­
quired by his children. His daughter Soshanna 

lt is indeed a matter of pride that the 
script-writer for 1he first lndian Talkie was a 
Bene-lsrael, the fate Joseph David Penkar. 
He was the eldest son of Subhedar David Pen:.. · 
kar of the Bombay Grenadier Guards (Grena­
<:Jier is a soldier of a company selected for 
height and strength). Joseph lost his father at 
.an early age and was burdened with the res­
·ponsibility of supporting his mother and three 
brothers. With only secondary education to his 
credit he built up his career with great dili-
9ence and a rare determination. He started 
as prompter in a theatrical company and rose 
10 become an Assistant Director by thoroughly 
acquainting himself with stage-craft. He also 
wrote script for the dramas and for that pur­
pose mastered and wrote scripts in Hindi, Urdu , 
Gujarathi and Marathi. 

As a voracious reader he was well versed 
in Jewish, Persian, Egyptian, Greek, Roman and 

-Scandinavian mythologies. His private well 
stacked library ran into several thousand books 

-including literature imported directly from Bri 
-tain and other countries. He was also a con 
. noisseur of lndian dancing and classical music 

rl חHe was best known as a 'dramatist' a 
under his direction such well-known plays as 
Nur-e-Vatan and Bag-e-lran ran continuously to 

lf you find someone without a smile, give him one of yours. 
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' 1949. A brief resume 1921ח . He passed away i 
-the Archieves of Jeru וof his life is placed ir 

. salem 

• 

a style. She חwas vocal classist of the Kira 
g חe bei חסcerts for charity חסtaged several c ~ 

 ior the Beח e-lsrael Stree Maח dal iח 1958 .

d חted with a Silver Casket a חHe was prese 
ח>ג address by the Beח e-lsrael Commuח ity iח

The IMMORT.AL ACTOR Padmashri DAVID ABRAHAM (Cheulkar) -

) 1982 , 2 uary חJa חסe 21 , 1908 - Died חJu חחסr סB ( 
) 1951 ( . rts meet סal Sp חסati חter חthe l חfficiate as a Judge i ססJew t חdia חThe first l 

THERE IS NOTHING SO NICE AS CHEERFUL WORDS OF GREETINGS. 

m 1951. He judged סd Referee fr חg Judge a חLifti 
-Hel חg at the Olympic Games i חWeight-Lifti 
f סf the Jury 1952ס, was a member חki i חsi 

g at the Olympic Games חAppeal for Weight-Lifti 
kyo 1964. He also סT חd i 1960ח a חme i סir R 

g חr Weight-Lifti סthe Jury of Appeal f חסserved 
 at the Third Wס rld Yס uth Games, Moscס w iח
-g at the Macca חd Judged Weight-Lifti 1957ח a 

 biah Games iח lsrael iח a 1953ח d 1957. lח 1961
-al Weight חסati חter חhe was deputed by the l 
g חsupervise Weight-Lift i סn t סg Federati חLifti 
 Cס mpetitiחס as a Techח ical Delegate. lח 1963 .

nship for סrld Champi סDavid attended the W 
ted חi סd was app חlm a סckh סSt חWeight-Lifting i 

f the Class-11 Refr סg חise the Judgi חi o scruti 
-al Weight חסati חter חf the l סcil חu סrees by the C 

.-He judged the " MR. UNI .חסg Federati חLifti 
-r ama סf חסmpetiti סVERSE " Best Physique C 

n in 1963. He was the סd חסL ,חסyd סCr חteurs i 
Olympics in סg Judge at the Mexic חWeight-Lifti 

f Appeal at the סthe Jury חסd served 1968ח a 
Warsaw חnship i סg Champi חWorld Weight-Lifti 

d at the British Commonwealth חin 1959 a 
. 1970 Games in 

-recognition of his professional achieve חl 
d his activities in the חts as a Film Actor a חme 

d Sports fields , David was חSocial , Cultural a 
-awarded the " Padma-Shree in 1969. He recei 

ved the " Shiv Chhatrapati Award " for the year 
r his services to sports , from the 1970-71ס f 

-d was also ap חt of Maharashtra a חme חver סG 
-r Greater Bom סted Justice of the Peace f חi סp 

. 1972 , 15th August חסbay 

-the delibe חDavid actively participated i 
-s held under the auspi חrations of the sessio 
" f "THE BENE-ISRAEL YOUTH DAY סces 

ce חd 1937. His performa חised in 1936 a חorga 
" ,gueי:כ l 'm not mad " wa סol חthe mo חin 1937 i 

·, 

, e-artist חDavid Abraham, the famous ci 
as DAVID, will live in the חpopularly know 

ver the World . His natura l סs all חf millio סhearts 
 style, professiס nal excelleח ce .:ind ready wiז

d8i<;ired him to the public at large. He was in חe 
d acted חdustry for several decades a חth.e ·fi lm i 

us films. He reached the highest סumer ח :חi 
." ot-Polish סr his role in "B סwatermark f 

ding personality mingled with חHis comma 
a lively wit put him in high demand as Master 

t חtertainme חd compered at e חies a חסof Cerem 
aid of Armed חtry i חu סver the c סws held all סsh 

, cer, T.B. , Leprosy חds, Ca חt Fu חevole חrces Be סF 
-ds in an hono חds Relief Fu ססd Fl חes a חFami 
-rary capacity. He acted as the Master of Cere 
s חal Film Award Functio חסf the Nati סies חסm 

 held frס m 1964 tס 1969 .

f the Maharashtra סt חoavid was Preside • 
ception in חfrom its i חסciati סg Ass חweight-Lifti 

Brit ish & חdia חf the l סt 1946ח; Vice-Preside 
; nwealth Weight-Lifting Association סComm 
-al Weight חternatio חf the l סCouncil member 
-al Weight חסati חter חl חd a חLifting Federation a 
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varied חסks ססb חסe חrtu סt quite a f חhad spe 
active חada a.ccepted him as a חsubjects. Ca 

d j ust before he passed away; ' he חn a סFreemas 
d degree Masonary, the highest 32ח received the 

He חס.a Mas חסwed סrld best סthe w חaward i 
-dia to receive it. Un חwas the first Jew from l 

ately, he passed away before he could חfortu 
complete his Memoris. Even though whatever 

-he has written so far would be quite interest 
. ing and educative to one and all 

-g and Weight חFilm Societies, World Boxi 
-lifting Councils , the press paid him rich tri 

were חordarsha סbutes. . But the Bombay D 
d several חthe subject a חסt חrather neglige 

-ewspapers/ maga חg חviewers wrote to leadi 
-ding an explanation for this negli חes dema חzi 

tinued to live חce. Perhaps if David had co חge 
. uld have received richer tributes סdia , he w חin l 

d his settling חthe core a סnalist t סati חHe was a 
. ir, Canada came as a surprise to all 

-uths bet סe-lsrael Y חce. (The Be חpar excelle 
d 35 years, used to חeen the ages of 18 a 'זf\ 

.) 1943 organise this " DAY" from 1936 to 

 He was a keen Freemason, was Master oז
several Lodges in Bombay, a Rotarian , member 
of the Cricket Club of lndia, National Sports 

, Club of lndia, Royal Western lndia Tarf Club 
he Poona Club, The Park Club, The Madras ד

, Gymkhana Club , The Fateh Maidan Club 
-Hyderabad, the Western lndia Football Associa 

t ion , Bombay Hockey Association , Greater 
, Bombay, Region Amateur Athletic Association 

. etc 

He was always ready to coach an indi­
vidual or group in any field he could, specially 
in physical culture or draniatics. 

During his semi-retirement in Canada, he 
spent most of his time in reading books - he 

~~~ 

Dr. (Miss) ESTHER ABRAHAM SOLOMON (Kasookar) 

The First Bene-lsrael Recognised Sanskrit Scholar (1949) 

i.ant scholastic ווDr. Solomon had a brl 
d ססut. She st סand academic career through 
-examina חסthe All-lndia matriculati חseventh i 
,) tion (first amqng the candidates of the state 
-tirst class, first in lnter Arts in Bombay Univer 
-sity, First class in B.A. with Sanskrit as prin 

Zala חסciple subject, First class in M.A. She w 
er וt · r סVedant Prize also. Thereafter she g 

r her thesis סmbay University f סm B סPh. D. fr 
, Vedic חncept i סgnate C סAvidya and the C " 

Buddhist and Jain Darsanas." At present she 
, is a post-graduate professor and Ph. D. Guide 

ol of סו, Scr ~ skri חf Sa סf the Department סHead 
, iversity, P,hmedabad חlanguages, Gujarat U 
. decades סst she has held for over tw סwhich p 

f nine Sanskrit books סShe is the authoress 
re in hand - all this in spite סand has tour m 

-gli חught up in an A סof the fact that she was br 
. ity חcised commu 

mon has attended a number of סDr. Sol 
 Seminars and Conferences and participated iח
-d paper reading . Among the im חns a סdiscussi 

t Seminars attended were the "First חrta סp 

mmunity is justly סe-lsrael C חThe small Be 
, mon of Ahmedabad סl סproud of Dr. Esther A S 

a renowned Sanskrit scholar, even in these 
days w_hen Sanskrit is almost a dead language 

 a:ח d shס ws little signs of revival in spite of aוו
cerned authorities.. She חסrts by the c סcut eff 

doubt there were סseveral laurels. N חסhas w 
-skrit e.g. late Solo חothers proficient in Sa 
. n Moses Vakrulkar, Miss R. Reuben, etc סm 

n is the only one to acnieve סbut Dr. Solom 
n during the 2,000 years סsuch great distincti 

. ls ' stay in lndia ~ of the Bene-lsra 
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Prof. MOSES EZEKJEL (Talkar) 

The first Bene-lsrael M.Sc. 
(30-11-1891 - 15-4-1969) 

JEWISH CONTRJBUTJON TO CIVJLIZATION 

(By : Cecil Roth) 

'"" ~ ...... 

on of others. There are three sides to a controversy וn וBe thoughtful to the op 
. YOURS, HIS AND THE RIGHT ONE 

-Mail Guard Western lndia Railway). Her pater ( 
nal grand father, Solomon David Kasookar was 

, in Morvi Railway and maternal grandfather ו.ז.

" Solomon Reuben Sogaonkar was " Wahiwatdar 
. in Vadia State 

tirement in 1947, he took up the responsibility 
 ­cf the Principal-ship of the newly opened Coו

lege in Nadiad and later in Petlad, both in 
. Gujarat 

-Besides having a distinguished career, Pro 
interest in eradicating וזfessor Ezekiel took kee 

 social problems. Even irו ­the early days he piס
cussed סvement and f סneered the Consumers M 
n. He סd adulterati סthe evil of fo חסattention 

was also an active member of the Society of 
 the Friends of Trees and alerted the natiס nחס

blem that סrtance of trees - a pr סthe imp 
. people have only just woken-up to 

n. סks סred many bo סProf. Ezekiel has auth 
ns and סluti סblems and S סBotany, Social pr 

." f the Bene-lsraels in lndia סry סThe Hist " 

-Prof. Ezekiel was actively involved in va 
, rious Bene-lsrael Congregations in Bombay 
-particularly in the Bene-lsrael Conference Edu 

tion Fund. His father Ezekiel Talkar. was in וca 
the rank of Subedar סthe Army and rose t 

. Major 

From Greece, we have our philosophy, as 
well as our aesthetic standards, whether in 

. literature or in any other arts 

rld owes its סBut to lsrael, the western w 
. religion and its ethics 

World Sanskrit Conference" in Delhi in 1972 
as an invitee of the Ministry of Education, 
Government of lndia and the " Fourth World 
Sanskrit Conference" Seminar, GDR as a re­
presentative of the Government of lndia. 

f Abraham סEsther is the eldest daughter 
okar סbethbai A. Solomon Kas סand Mrs. Yak 

A well-known Botanist, Prof. Ezekiel was 
the first Bene-lsrael in lndia to receive the 

. J1aster's Degree in Science ~ 

He started his career in the Agricultural 
, Department of the Princely State of Gwalior 

llege סater joined the teaching staff of Wilson C ו

r סfess סst-graduate pr סme a p סbec סse t סand r 
-in the Bombay University, lmmediately, after re 

Modern civilization is an amalgam of three 
elements. 

-ur con סm Rome we have received סFr 
. litics סur p סsome extent סf law and t סn סcepti 
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ARTHUR DANIELS (KOR1LEKAR) 

The First lndian to be admitted as Pilot Apprrentice in Calcutta Port, 
and Port Commissioner in Bengal Pilot Service. 

lead for the purpose of taking depths of the: 
river Hoogly. This work was usually done by 
more than one person in rotation ; but Arthu r 
was made to do it alone by himself in order 

· u harass him. On several occasions he want ~ 
; account of this ill-treatment חסed to resign 

but at the persuation of Barrister Erulkar who 
was in regular touch with him, he continued 
in the service. Subsequently his harassment 
was brought to the notice of the lnternatlonal 
Labour Organization by Barrister Erulkar and 
then onwards Arthur was given equal treatment 

. rike other members of the crew 

ln course of time he was promoted to the 
Post of Port Pilot Officer and subsequently as 
Port Commissioner, which was the highest post 
in Bengal Pilot Service. 

-Recruitment in the Calcutta Port was ex 
clusively reserved for the Europeans . Arthur 

-Daniels of Poona was not only the first Bene 
lsrael to be recruited as an Apprentice in the 

cutta Port, but also the First lndian. His וa ו:

appointment ·was due to the influence exerted 
by Barrister David S. Erulkar of Scindia Steam 

. Navigation Company 

, The European crew members, however 
did not cherish his appointment as they did 

-not like to work along with an lndian and start 
ed harassing him to a great extent . He was 
made to survey the river-bed from Garden 
Reach to Sand-Heads - a distance of about 
100 miles each way. Th is job was so arduous 
that blood used to ooze out from the palms 

f his hands. This was due to the sliding of ס

the rope through his hands while swinging the 

Mrs. SHEBA GEORGE ABRAHAM SION (Garapkar) 

The only lady Dyeing-Master in lndia 

-is a woman of real grit and has proved her 
 self equal to and even greater than any marר

. in the line 

. Born in Budapur (Assam) to Mr. & Mrs 
Michael Daniel Divekar, she is the wife of 

. late George Abraham Sion , the journalist 

-Realising the capability, efficiency and de 
-ted as Dyeing רvotion to work , she was appoir 

Master in 'Stretchlon Pvt. Ltd. ' which is the only 
-Hosiery unit with a Dye-house having the capa 

. city to Dye all its products 

Sheba is proud of two things. (i) She is 
-the descendant of the builder of the first Bene 
! e נוlsrael Synagogue, the late Commander Sam 

Ezekiel Divekar, and (ii) she is the only lady 
. Dyeing-Master in lndia today 

Though women have entered several voca­
tions and tields dominated by men, a lady 
Dyeing-Master is hard to find . Mrs. Sheba Sion 
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) PROF. NiSSIM EZEKIEL (TALKAR 
) 1960 ( . Repute .וThe First Bene-lsrael Poet of lnter·nationa 

limit to the סחThere is ח.g ·as th-ey ru חסs ·.l ~ breaking records.·: חסwill go חMe 
. great thrust of human spirit 

- nisterח ute-mile barrier iח 1956 (. the first man to cross the four-mi ח(Dr. Roger Ba 14 

t " etc . He has to his credit חMid-Day" , " lmpri '; 
te the סk reviews ; regularly wr ססver 500 b ס

s for the "Times חlum סd Television c חa סRadi 
d was also its art critic . He has חdia " a חof l 

also wriחחס Art aח d Artists. A media-maח tte 
. Radio חסappear'ed חfte סre he has סto the c 
' in חסArt Appreciati חסd T.V. He lectures חa 
. s like the · J. J חnducted by institutio סclasses c 
-llege Open Class סphia C סf Arts , The S סl ססSch 

. m, etc ססr 

' a ~ m First סAt present he edits " Freed 
. day r;ו r " Su סlitical weekly and is art cr itic f סp 

1 
." Mid-Day 

1 ' 

 1 ~ ' ;ן . . '

Foreign Assignments Galore : 
.ו :·

,, 
reign סNissim Ezekiel has had · several f 

r at . the סassignments. He was a visiting profess 
the חסf Leeds when he lectured סUniversity 

-dian Writing in English " (January חHistory of l " 
-he deli סf Chicag סe '64) . At the University חJu 

lndian Writings in " חסvered five lectures 
-vern סf the U.S. G סinvitee חglish " . He was a חE 

gramme in סment for the Cultural Exchange Pr 
1974 - he lectured, addressed seminars and 

f his .poems to an international סgave readings 
-ted writers. ln 1976 he was in סf n סaudience 
-d par חtre Hawaii a חvited by the East-West Ce 

lnter-Cultural " חסnference סticipated in the c 
-reci סEncounters . in Literature". He was· als 

vernment Cultural סf the Australian G סpient 
-ured major Austra סAward in 1977 when he t 

lian cities delivering lectures and readings of 
ems. Again in 1978 he was invited to סis p ~ו

etry Festival and סnternational P וthe Rotterdam 
the West Berlin Literature Week where he read 

-his poems to a packed admiring audience 
... translations into Dutch and German were pro 
-June 1982, he attend חnsors. l סvided by the sp 
-al Theatre Festi חed the First Jewish lnternatio 

. val and Conference in Tel-Aviv, lsrael 

" He was recipient of the " Sahitya Akademi 
1983. A part of the Award money חAward i 

ce חConfere וe-lsrc:ie חnated· to. the. Be סwas d 
, be _invested in a Security סEducation . Fund t 
~ st of which is to be utilised 'to ~ annual inter 
-f free uniforms to poor child סwards the supply 

. ren 

ng וv וProf. Nissim Ezekiel is seen rece 
6-12-1981 from חסa token gift 

. Dr. (Mrs.) Ruby Solomon 

-inter רFew Bene-lsraels have earned su c: 
ead ו;, national fame as Professor Nissim Ezekiel 

. mbay Univers!ty סglish Department, B חf the E ס
r סnd son of the lato Profess סHe is the sec 
-abai Eze רMoses Ezekiel and the late Mrs. Di::ir 

kiel, educationist and social worker Nissim 
, urnalist , poet, art critic סwned j סEzekiel is a ren 

. r סteacher and auth 

: A .Leading Author and Poet 

-Nissim Ezekiel has an exhaustive collec 
g such world famous חf poems includi סn סti 

titles as " The unfinished Man", " The exact 
f Darkness". The סName", and " The Hymns 

-rd Uni סe Oxf ךtlast named was published by t 
f its New ס' versity Press, New Delhi , as part 

authored סPoetry in lndia Series. He has als 
several books, " An Emerson Reader " , A Martin 

-n סC חWriters i רוLuther King Reader" , ." lndia 
. ame a . few סחtereM',', " Writings in lndia'1, t 

: ist וA Renowned Journa 

ns סEzekiel has also edited · publicati ךרtNi.ssi 
) d ldeas חnthly · of Arts a סlike , 1'Juest" (a bi-m 
,·". lmprint", "Poetry lndia" , "The lndian P.E.N " 

d חa חס)d חסnwealth" (L סPoetry of the Comm '~ 

.) '" (lnd.i,an . . Section ~ World Poets in English " 

-He writes regular columns in leading news 
," f lndia סpapers and periodicals like " Times 



SOLOMON SAMUEL SOLOMON· (NAVGAONKAR) 

. WIZARD OF DESIGNING GARMENTS 

'• 

-men 's fashions in Lonaon, New York , Frank 
furt or Stockholm, there is every chance that 

; .eq by a gifted man ןrit might have been desig 
-an artist in his own right; a man who has de 

voted his entire life to perfecting readymade 
garments and enrichirig the rapidly expanding 

." clothing industry in lndia 

. On ·21 st March, 1941 , 23-year old S " 
-S. Solomon started his career at a small fac 

tory with seven pedal-driven sewing machines 
, in Bombay. Thereafter, he opened a retail shop 

specializing in men's shirts under the banner 
Stylo", opposite the then Army & Navy Stores " 

, in Fort, Bombay. This shop exists even today · 
. . although under a different management 

: Some of His First Ventures 

1) " The first lndian to graduate from the ( 
, ailors and Cutters Academy, London ז

in 1952. This in itself is a coveted 
accolate to which only a handful have 

. a claim 

i. 

. :; . 
 · .•ן

";; 1 -

. ' ' 1 
 i : ~ ,נ ; '

•1 : · 

• 1·. • .. " 
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Solomon is a man of amiable and 
philanthropic disposition . Although there ·is 
hardly anyone in the Community who does not 
know him, how many know he has achieved 
nternational fame because of his valuable and ו

? nique contribution to the garment industry L.ן· 

By his ingenuity and originality he has made 
f סdazzling designs thus enabling the export 
-garments to even affluent countries . He is how ' 
-ever very unassuming and modest. And there 
-fore the Community does not know his signi 

. ficant contribution to the garment industry 

Reproduced below are the excerpts from 
an article under the title, "35 Eventful Years of 

-Solomon" that had appeared in the maga 
zine "Clothing Journal" in its January issue of 
1976. (This article was reproduced in the 

, 22 Financial Express" in its issue of March '' 
. 1976 · 

lf per chance you have recently brought " 
a Safari Suit or a Shirt or Jeans abroad from 
any one of the exclusive stores catering to 
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r ting סr exp סagar f חSri חit i חt u חmade garme 
idered readymade garments סKashmir - embr 

-submitted a de חסm סl סa large scale. S חס

this subject after studying the חסrt סtailed rep 
f the Textile סthe Office סus aspects t סvari 

1975 he was חtly i חer. Subseque חסmmissi סC 
-Public Service Com חסi חted by the U חi סapp 

sts סr the p סinterview candidates f סt חסmissi 
ס f Scientific Officer, Directס rateס f Geח eraו
, n Department סducti סn, Defence Pr סlnspecti 

. f Defence סMinistry 

mson and Taylor, the big סTh 2ח. " Whe 
pened in Bombay, it סdepartmental store was 

-was Solomon who was in-charge of the ap 
." parel section 

usly rendered his סmon has gener סl סS " 
ds and enabled חExport Knowhow to many frie 

ted חset and establish export orie סthem t 
its in various parts of חts u חreadymade garme 

." untry סthe c 

-Today, apart from hold ing his challeng " 
s he designs garments for 'חg post at Milto חi 

nally reputed firms, like Saks Fifth סinternati 
-m ססwit Teller, Bl חסAvenue, Neiman Marcus, B 
, es of New York חJo ,חingdales, Van Heuse 

d חMarsh, etc. in America, Merkur a חסrd סJ 
d in Sweden; Gilcodan in Denmark and חabe חZo 

-Take 5, Lord John and Rael-Brook-Ltd. in Lon 
These, he modestly claims a're only some .חdo 

." rld-wide clientele סf his w ס

behalf of his חסhas received חmo סSol " 
­Company M/s. Miltonס 's Limited , several nati 

nal and State Awards. He received a Special 
-t of lndia for out חme חAward from the Gover 

g export performance in the field of חstandi 
om exports in 1970 and 1971 . He was סhandl 

other award , this t ime from חt of a חthe recipie 
the State of Maharashtra for being the best 

rter of readymade garments for the year סexp 
". 1974-75 

veterate globe-trotter, he has visited חAn i " 
, rld סpractically all the fashion centres of the w 

from where he draws his inspiration and which 
slates into the most attractive garments חhe tra 

y one could want to wear" . " We at Milton's חa 
ate to avail of his חrtu סLimited are indeed f 

structive חservices and wish him many more co 
." his illustri'ous career חyears i 

 ) The first l (2ח dian tס export clothiח g tס
f סthe Middle East with the exports 

use coats to סoveralls and wareh 
. 1952 mpany Limited in סKuwait Oil C 

the חdian to take part i 3ח) The first l ( 
in London in חEarls Court Exhibitio 

duced lndia's 1959ס, when he intr 
Europe חWester סn Garments t סfashi 

 & U.S.A. and tס the avidly fashioח
-t סus world . lt was indeed a n סconsci 

able landmark in the history of the 
 lח dian clס thing iח dustry as the Eur-ס
ut סcredulous ab חs were then i חpea 
 the pס ssibilitiesס f importing lndiaח
n סts . The participat i חn garme סfashi 

this Exhibition lndia חi חmo סf Sol ס

 was putחס the internatioח al fashiחס
. market 

participate in the 4ס) The First lndian t ( 
-al Men" s Fashion Fair, Co חlnternatio 

duce and סintr סlogne in 1966 and t 
g which חf lndian clothi סeffect sales 

. he did with great success 

pioneered the 5ס) The First lndian wh ( 
f Denim Jeans to the סn סintroducti 

-U.S.S.R. from lndia, which have sub 
sequently proved very popular in the 
Soviet Union. This was because of his 

-nal Cloth סati חn in the lnter סparticipati 
ing Fair held at Odezhda, U.S.S.R. in 

. 1967 

under סg the six f חסmon was am סl 6ס) S ( 
-members of the Clothing Manufactu 
; f lndia, formed ir חססrers' Associati 

. 1962 

ther feather סadded yet an חlomo סS " 
May 1964, when he חto his cap and for lndia i 

f סrtium סppointed to represent a cons aיwas 
-carry out mar סManufacturers t חseveral lndia 

rts of סf exp סtentialities סthe p חסket research 
-U.S.A. An ela סReadymade Garments t חlndia 

the study was submitted by חסrate report סb 
-g ma חf leadi סrtium סns סn to the c סSolom 

. ufacturers ח

His other lmportant Achievements are : 

requested vernment סG K & 1. " J 
-g a readv חr starti סadvise them f סt חסm סl סS 

~ 

. d free ח:דmmand our wealth , we shall be rich סlf we c 
. deed - Edmund Burke חr i ססds us, we are p חur wealth comma סlf 
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BENJAMIN ABRAHAM (NAGAVKAR) 
First Bene-israel to obtain Chief Engineer's Celltificate (1923) 

. gineer חted as Chief E סm ·סa few years was pr 

-dia Com חitially he served in the British l חl 
-d remain חdias a חined the Sci סy. Later he j חpa 

. ed there till he retired 

 Beח jamiח Abraham was the First lח diaח
the Dredger in Karachi חסrk סw סeer t חgi חE 

. r the Sukkar Barrage Scheme סf 

 He was the first Beח t e-lsraelסס btaiח
 Chief Eח giח eer's Certificate (1923) aח d withiח

~ 

RABBI SION AARON DAVID (Shapurkar) 

The first Bene-lsrael Rabbi 

yed as סw empl סחd is חur years a סr. f סn f סi חU 
. UNIONTOWN חf Temple lsrael i סRabbi 

d the late חa חסf Aar חססHe is the s 
has חסMrs. Bathsheba A Shapurkar. Aar 
def סg prayers at "R חducti חסregularly c חbee 

ducted Hebrew חסc סgue. He als סag חm" Sy סShal 
. Sundays חסuths סr y סclasses f 

-e-lsrael to have SLIC חis the first Be חסSi 
. urse סical C חcessfully passed the Rabbi 

-a חt was at New Sy חtme חi סHis first app 
d. Three years later חtla סw, Sc סgue at Glasg סg 

us סJewish Religi חw סst חh סhe served the J 

THE JEWS OF AHMEDABAD 

By : 1. D. REUBENS 

) 1 : 15 . am thy shield .... " (GEN ו, Fear not Abram " 

-Ahrr.eda חarrive i סe-lsrael t חThe first Be 
Erulkar in חjami חbad was Dr. Abraham Be 

n סt pers חe חmi סst pr סd became the m 1846ח a 
. ity of Ahmedabad חmmu סf the Bene-lsrael c ס

ed the חin 1822 at Erul. He joi חHe was bor 
sferred חd was tra חr a סct סBritish Military as d 

rח :וuse-Surgeo 1846ס as H חAhmedabad i סt 
t from the חspital. After his retireme סthe Civil H 

d ו"sary, a חdispe חw סed his חpe סmilitary, he 
se for וL סh חw סhis חnducted prayers i סc סals 

r סf Ahmedahad. F סty חmmu סe-lsrael c חthe Be 
the זיr,dered by hi חus services re סthis religi 

GEN ב.. amed after him as "M חgue was סag חSy 
 ABRAHAM", wheח it was cחס secrated iח 1934 .

was the סHaeem Samuel Ziradkar Kazi wh 
us awakening סut religi סught ab סbr 1חirst Haza 

. mmunity סe-lsrael C חg the' Ahmedabad Be חס.am 

. ways. do that זple a סSmall pe חס.ur ambiti סbelittle y סtry t סple wh סm pe סfr 
77 . n וbecome great. - Mark Twa חca ססu t סu feel, y סreally great make y ~~~ Keep a 

.. 

-r. Ahra טAfter the death o.f the venerable 
. the late Mr חסham B. Erulkar in 1887, his s 

the Ahmedabad סated t חסA Erulkar, d חסm סl סS 
fcr the ח,ssessio סhis p חmmunity the house i סc 

" d cere חg out religious rites a חse of carryi סpurp 
. as Prayer Hall חw סחies which was later k חסm 

d חdekar was the saco חseph S. Da סDr. J 
186?. 1-le חme to Ahmedabad i סto c חסpers 

ed at וd stud 1840ח a חi חסMalega חi חr סwas b 
y חrs of the muti סthe horr חSatara. He had see 

the Army he •.vas חof 1857. While he was i 
n ~ I ~ sferred to the. Ahmedabad Civil Hospit חtra 
c ~ unat ~ charge of the 1866ח, he was i 1860 .חו 
 Asyז um. After 45 years of service he retו r13dחו
 He has bec .1900ס me aח uח fס ­rgetable persס
vs ~ the history of the Ahmedabad Je חality i ח



-rker, the late David Hayeem Agar סcial w סs 
. wark'ar 

gue סag חf the Sy סe חסst חסdati חu סThe f 
r1 סkar חסwas laid by Dr. (Mrs.)· Abigael B. Bh 
-cere חסsecrati חסd the c חber 19, 1933, a סOct 
-Septem חסgue was held סag חf the Sy סy חסm 

amed חthe sacred edifice was חber 1, 1934 whe 
-was deli חסMAGEN ABRAHAM ". The serm " 
-De חf. E. M. Ezekiel. l סvered by the late Pr 

rd סmbay. L סf B סr סחver סcember 1934 the G 
he was חgue whe סag חe visited the Sy חur סBrab 

a Silver casket חaddre·ss i חted with a חprese 

. rget Dr. E. M. Bes t סt f סחחca סe als חO 
, Gujarat ס,חr, Medical Educati סRetd . Dy. Direct 

llege fcr סf the B. J. Medical C חסretired Dea 
the חality i חסt pers חe חemi חy years as a חma 

d Dr. Esther חity a חmmu סAhmedabad Jewish c 
~ skrit Dept., Gujara חf the Sa סHead ,חסm סl סS 

. skrit חSa חTd medalist i סd .a g חiversity a חU 

gue will סag חThe " MAGEN ABRAHAM " Sy 
f the סt חdime סd emb חa mark a חever remai 

-mmu סe-lsrael C חf the Be סd the spirit חwill a 
Jubilee will beח­lde סf Ahmedabad. lts G סity ח

f סg feature חdi חutsta סe 1984ח. O חcelebrated i 
ls ססe sch חi חity is that there are חmmu סthe C 
. e-lsraels חducted by the Be חסd c חed a חw ס

l has סPrimary Scho & חdergarde חThe BEST Ki " 
m K.Gס Higher Sec-חס . t סf 3422 fr סgth חa stre 

. dary 

f Ahmedabad סity חmmu סe-lsrael C חThe Be 
ut fifty families is סf ab סsists חסt c חat prese 

t חe חduced emi סd has pr חfairly well educated a 
• eers חgi חkers , e חrs, ba סfess סrs, lawyers, pr סct סd 

. al ists, etc חסeducati 

 as he had dחס ated the preseח t cemetery tס
burried 1876חס. The first pers חity i חmmu סthe c 

 iח the cemetery was the late Sס lס mחס
 Abraham Daח dekar iח 1876 .

elected חseph was a סThe Late Dr. David J 
-Com icipal חMu f the Ahmedabad סmember 

. rn:ittee 
 The late Dr. David Jacס b was a well kסח wח

sary, after his חf Ahmedabad . His dispe סr סct סd 
Dr. Jacob חסby his s חסdeath, was carried 

David. Dr. David's daughter Dr. (Miss) Rachei 
Ahmedabad חDavid was the first Jewish lady i 

. 1932 the year חf M.D. i סget the degree סt 

f Ahmedabad סססkaria Z חus Ka סThe fam 
s park Bal Vatika - are the ח'd the childre חa 

is the סDavid wh חf Shri Reube חססcreat i 
. b סf the late Dr. David Jac חססgest s חu סy 

. t figure was the late Dr חe חmi סther pr סחA 
-lkar (his resume ap סחBam חjami חseph Be סJ 

ok). The late סthis b חpears elsewhere i 
 Ezra Reubeח was Judicial Cס mmissiחס er iח

. agadh State חJu 
) (Varsulkar חסm סl סb E. S סThe late Dr. Jac · 

f Ahmedabad סciller חu סated C חmi סחwas a 
-f the Kaiser-i סt חd was a recipie חicipality a חMu 

g member חrki סd Silver Meda\. He was a w חHi 
gs were חd meeti חdge, a סphical L סs סf the The ס

. w סgal חhis bu חducted i חco 

-1933, the late Elijah Hayeem Kille \ח

rk . He סg w חgue buildi סag חk up the Sy ססkar t 
d Silver חf Kaiser-i-Hi סt חa recipie סwas als 

-gue Build סag חSy חחסMeJal . He was very kee 
thusiastic חd was assisted by the e חrk a סg w חi 

·.·.···············•·· 
THE TITLE OF KAZI 

d sects חities a חmmu סf the chief c סs חסtraditi 
d, the Magistrates should חg the lsla חhabiti חi 

se who סg th חsulti חסf c סtage חhave the adva 
 . 1111ere able tס iח terpret aח d give a ruliח gח~ס
 such matters. The Kazi prס ­per was the authס
 rityחס all matters relatiח g tס Mס hemmadaזר

. ity חmmu סc 
the סg t חmatters relati חס" Jew Cauzee " 

t סthe middle סm 1760 t סfr סe-lsrael, wh חBe 
-r סimp חtributed a חסtury c חth ce חetee חi חthe 
. rces סy's Military F חmpa סthe C סt t חt eleme חta 

sub-0 חסThe Bhat presumably gave advice 
wer class : while סf the l סdus חg Hi חjects affecti 

. r Parsis סParsi priest) f ( ססdar חA ' 

·'·,1 

-g us "Raj חסe-lsraels, have am חWe, the Be 
." d " Jhiradkar Kazi חpu'rkar Kazi" a 

? g this title חr givi סf חסWhat was the reas . 
? f a Kazi סs חסcti חd what were the fu חA 
m the סw are excerpts fr סduced bel סRepr 

. rical Sketch, 1672-1916" by S סk, " A Hist ססb 
fficer ס· . ly l.C.S חסwas the סM. Edwards, wh 

er of Police. Just חted a Commissio חi סbe app .סt 
-i חted Mu חi סt, he was app חre his retireme סbef 

. mbay סf B סner סmmissi סcipal . C 
ciating Kazis with the סf ass סbject סThe " 

g חi חחlice at the begi סmbay. Magistrates of P סB 
 df the njח eteeח th ceח tury was dס ubtless tס ­eח
 sure that iח all cases brס ught befס re then,ר
d חms a סf law, cust חססg the questi חlvi סv חi 

. thers סr סlife is what we do f חst i סts m חu סgive service - What c סBe alert t 
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n סm Haeem Rajpurkar Kazi , a sci סMr. Shal 
-f Rajpur סrical family סd hist חt a חcie חof the a 
 kar Kazis, has dחס ated tס the Jewish Theס lס-

cuments סld d ססf America tw סary חgical · Semi 
ts חcume סThese d .חסssessi סhis p חwhich were i 
-du סcument-1 is repr סr themselves . D סspeak f 

-: w סced bel 

OLD DOCUMENTS PRESENTED TO JEWISH THEOLOGJCAL SEMINARY, NEW YORK. 

d חcharacter a ססt חGi חi חriginally writte סlt was 
d חglish a חE סt חslated i חtly tra חwas subseque 

attested by S. Halliday. lt deals with the 
-f the Cadjee as a hereditary spi סt חintme סapp 

mmuni'ty and סe-lsrael c חf the Be סritual leader 
yed סbe enj סd privileges t חurs a סn סwith the h 

-n cere סullified a circumcisi סחby him. lt als 
-e Cumberlayker (Kamer חסrmed by סny perf סm 

. t invited סחlekar) , because the Cadjee was 

s סf paper writing in Gent סn 2ס. Translati 
-Samuel Cajie - by the X Sum סcharacter t 
f סDate the 21 st day וf the Esrai סmatt Cast 

--:-: esday חt 5559 Wed חr Sau סEira חr i סAcc 

qer חr Summat, do u סThis day we Cast 
on ~ ~ s סssajie Cajie· wh ססe M חסwrite that 

, se son Samuel Cafie סNassimjie Cajie wh 
-ffice of the Cajie סg the חntinui סthey were c 
f סy חt day, - That a חthis prese סship t 

y which חסus cerem סrmance religi סthe perf 
n סvitati חwithout given i סחסt be g סshall n 
y חuse - and if in case a סat this Cajie 's h 
חס e persס n beiח g iח pסס r situatiס n, whס

this חut the Cajie, i סwith סחסg סt t חmea 
erally חm ge סrespect, is the rule and cust 

-cere סחur Esrails Cast, that סobserved by 
€ ut th סwith חסrmance be go סny perf סm 
, re סued bef חti חסer c חחCajie, - this ma 
-d fur חd it will be same hereafter, - a חa 
 ther thatחס e. Bappסס Cumberlayker, · whס

rmed סperf חut calling Cajie had bee סwith 
tah) Which חססy called @ (S חסcertain cerem 

m ever סsuch cust סחd חis an unjust act, a 
-ces חur late a סf סm the time סbserved fr ס

• wr ich is ~ trary he had did i חסrs, but c .ס

per is true ·- This what סt fair and pr סח

r Casthath granted סwe are tive Sumatt 
this writing to the Cajie is true - this 

the year חf July i סnth סf the m 24סth day 
nth *Accod Vud 7th סs M סGent 1799ח - i 

f Suckay 1721 - Sedharut סin Year 
te this in סg wr חf the year, havi סname 

. Bombay 

 @ Circumcisio.ח

. f Aashadh סnth סdu m חHi * 
1' 

1 ::11 

1 '·1 · 

m it may be סcerti fy wh 1ס. "This is t 
concern that the bearer Samuel Cadjee the 

t חf Nassemjee Musajee is the ptese חססs 
th his סf the Jew Caste. That b סCadjee 

ed חFather and Grand Father have maintai 
f their caste with the סthe Cadjeeship 

f סd respect, after the death חnour a סh 
-d Father of pre חjee the Gra חסMusajee Arr 
 . sent Cadjee the Cadjeeship desceח ded tס

Nassemjee Mussajee with all the חסhis s 
the Cadjee's סurs and privileges due t סn סh 

. n, when Nassemjee happened to die סStati 
t Cadjee חln the yea r 1799, the prese 

resaid Office סthe af סSamuel succeded t 
ur and privilege with סn סwith the same h 

n of the caste in general to a סthe sancti 
-paper granted by the caste, with their res 

der date the 24th חpective signatures u 
firmed by חסJuly, 1799, which has been c 

. me 

further certify that the late Nassemjee ו

Samuel · the present חסdeceased and his s 
tly and חestly, dilige חCadjee have served me ho 

aithfully in the Police Office in the capacity ז
." d סg peri חסr a l סple f סg the lsrael pe חof servi 

Sd/- S. Halliday 

. lice סSupdt. of P 

. 1808 , uary חmbay, 31st Ja 3סז

is a paper referred to in t-11 חDocume 
. 1799 . ve Sanad and is dated 24th July סthe ab 

~ .· .. 

-. 
.) rance." is the only real test of ci_vilisation - (Arthur Helps ~ J ז~.·. 
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RECENT MANIFESTATIONS OF ANTl-SEMITISM 
) n סnd סBy : Dr. ABRAHAM S. ERULKAR, M.D. (L 

.) Reproduced from "The lsraelite" March-April 1921 issue ( 

OBSERVANCE OF "YOM KIPPUR" AND "SHAB BATH BY THE ANCIENT BENE-ISRAELS 
YOM KIPPUR (DAR-FALNICHA SAN) 

ti-semitism have חf a סutbreaks סt חThe rece 
d it will חds a חt la חdiffere חsity i חte חi חvaried i 

-f the suf סnly a few examples סgive סsuffice t 
." the last few years חf the Jews withi סgs חferi 

rrible crimes סf h סts חcide חg i חAfter citi ( 
-chil חd eve חa חme סw ח,st me חmmitted agai סc 

cluded חסd elsewhere, he c חpe a סEur חi חdre 
): the article thus 

rd סk the L חe-lsrael tha חt the Be סחMay " 
suffer like his סt t סhis l חt bee סחthat it has 

rld, that he has סver the w סists all חreligio ס-c 
 fס uח d iח this aח cieח t aח d holy laח dס f Hi-ח

-s סd pr חpeace a ,חסlerati סus t סreligi חsta ססd 
this סt feel ever grateful t סחuld he סperity? Sh 

."? try חu סc 

was ח'icha Sa חg 'Dar-fal חThe day precedi 
-d was ob חcalled 'Malma' (EREB KIPPUR) a 

that day the חO ח.tio סd dev חserved with awe a 
ld סd c חt a סh חple bathed themselves i סpe 
-their de ווa סth' t סd gave 'Hashkab חwater a 

d dearest. lt was believed חearest a חparted 
uls of the departed visite<:J סby them that the s 

the חסd departed חEreb Kippur a חסthem 
which they called חf Simhat Cohe סg חi חmor 

wers סStale Festival. 'Malida' , fl -ח'Shila Sa ' 
r myrtle, fruits , puris ס) r subja (basil leaves ס

a table חסe, were placed חf wi סd a cup חa 
th סr the departed read b סprayers f חd the חa 
חס '- Malma' mס rח iח g aח dחס· ' Shila Saח' mס r-ח

-bserved with great re סg. 'Shila San' was חi 
d חple prepared a special ki סg. The pe חici סj 

ged חuts) excha חסf dish called 'Gharis ', (D ס

d חd friends a חg their relatives a חסvisits am 
 distributed alms tס pס or lavishly, particularly tס

and Levi families , whom חhe סf C סmembers 
. ur סn סal h חthey gave exceptio 

-re סwith us t חbee חver has agai סPass " 
 miח d us that three to fס ur thס usaח d years agס
-free סf slavery t סthe Lord brought lsrael out 
-r סess, out of s חhappi סf misery t סut ס, dom 
 rס w to jס y. Aח d yet alas : t-ס day the childreח
ס f lsrael iח maח y a laח d iח Eurס pe live iח

, perty devastated סw, their pr סd sorr חmisery a 
-ut חסgues desecrated, their wome סag חtheir Sy 
-re thou סy m חds massacred, ma חraged, thousa 
 saח ds homeless, helpless aח d starviח g. Theח

w it is the סח-f Egypt סh סit was the Phar 
-thou חti-semitism that has take חof a חdemo 

m סsacrifices fr חf huma סds חusa סds and th חsa 
. the last few years חgst the Jews withi חamo 
r סe form חחסbia i סph סf Hebr סThe revival 
. d U.S.A חtries a חu סc חpea סus Eur סvari חther i ס

e of the חחסd after the war has bee חg a חduri 
, t times חf rece סts חpme סst remarkable devel סm 
-glish חsome· E חecho i חd a חd as it has fou חa 
·~ ve סdia, it beh חl חglish papers i חd E חa חme 

 us tס take a surveyס f the whס le questi.חס

-m Kip סe-lsraels, Y חt Be חcie חg the a חAmo 
-Festi -'חicha Sa חown as 'Dar-fal חpur was k 

 vat of Clס siח gס f Dסס r. The peס ple fastedחס
sed סors. Why they cl סd חed i חd remai חthls day a 

-but accord ח,w סחt k סחthis day is חסors סthe d 
' f 'Neilah סdicative חit was i ,חסe traditi חסg to חi 
-s סYom Kippur, which marks the cl חסservice 
-s חal i חand the fi חf heave סg of the gates חi 

rds סdividual rec חur i סf סg חd seali חa חcriptio 
oks. They dressed completely סthe heavenly b חi 

r touched סח, es סt wear sh סחwhite, did חi 
rds סged w חr excha סח, s חסther religi סf סpeople 

ke the fast סg they br חi חthe eve חwith them. l 
, ur סof wheat fl חסPuris' (a special preparati ' חס

, ut, sugar, or jaggery חsuji or scraped coco 
-cardamom, etc.), and greet ס,nd, pistachi סalm 

ds. The חg of ha חther with the kissi סed each 
-g per חelders. received the homage of the you 

wives fell at חsons who fell at their feet. Eve 
d this glorious חds, a חf their husba סthe feet 

 and soul stirriח g custom is rigidly oberved iח
, mbay סthis day. ln cities like B סt חvillages eve 

g, due to חthe custom is gradually disappeari 
. ce חflue חi חwester 

The measures of a man is not the number of servants he has, 
but the number of people he serves. 
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f Talker residing in סThere was a family 
Sarsuliס , a village near Tale Khar where als 

s name דוד. n סngregati סe-lsrael c חthere was a Be 
du Shet Talker. He had חwas Abraham alias Ba 

. ns and daughters סf s סnsisting סa big family c 
urs סHindu neigho סn, tw ססOne Saturday aftern 
an סr the l סBandu Shet and asked f סcame t 

of his cart. Bandu Shet replied that it ·was . his 
ne, even his cattle סShabbath and as such every 

. rk סw סsed t סdy · was supp סb סwas resting and n 
ur again said that he was סThe Hindu neighb 

· SHABBATH OBSERVANCE 

. nal Practices סf Ancien1 Bene-lsraels in The Traditi סStory About The Unshakable Belief 

uנa\.l'יf "" -.,cדact 

A MIRACLE THAT OCCURED IN TALA VILLAGE 

A story depicting a staunch faith in "SHEMA" 

. cks סt for his bull סחr the cart and סg f יraski 
which Bandu Shet replied that he did סT 

n, but as such a thing סsiti סunderstand the p 
ccurred in the past, even puttlng סhad never 

t take the סuld n סits wheels, he c חסhis cart 
-ntravene the age סing it and thus c סf d סrisk 

ne in the ססrefathers . N סf his f סms סld cust ס

-y Hebrew edu חr had a סew Hebrew חfamily k 
ticed was the סחificantly חWhat was sig חס.cati 

al practices חthe traditio חshakeable belief i חu 
. refathers סur f סf ס

f סciates סf his ass סreached there with four 
ticed that ססחm סe, Shel חסwas חסm Shim סwh 

. ur סחסf h סhis usual place חt give סחhe was 
-ea She חd war חul play a סsuspected f חסShim 

the charge חhis guard . Whe חסto be סm סl 
-ut, he flatly de סwas read סm סagainst Shel 

f lsrael סd סoenly that G סied it and declared ח
f סm סthe cust סg t חrdi ס. tect him. Acc סd pr וwo'u 
 thס se days Shelס mס wasס rdered to be thrס wח
tס mס , but Shel חat the feet of a mad elepha 

repeating the Shema חסt afraid . He kept סwas n 
-lace, prayer and wea סly refuge, s חסlsrael , the 
. t days חcie חe-lsrael of the a חf the Be סn סp 
, t חre the elepha סbef חWhen he was throw 
-d God of Bene חthere happened a miracle a 

lt is .סm סf Shel סthe rescue סlsrael rushed t 
-t, no sooner saw She חsaid, the mad elepha 

nce became quiet and picked him סat ,סm סl 
g him חstead of dashi חk and i חup by its tru 

yally סits back r חסd placed him חu סthe gr סt 
in חסd majestically. There was a commoti חa 
tedח n-ס , the i חthe audience, the Peshwa repe 
-d he· was im חved a סwas pr סf Shelom סce חce 
 mediately giveח a special seatס f hס nס ur iח

mpensate him סly that, to c חסt סthe Court. N 
a Jagir חf prestige, he was give סoss וr the סf 

. gao Taluka חgli in the Ma חf Ga סf the village ס

. mbay סm B סNOTE: Tala is about 155 miles fr 
dred feet חa hill, about five hu חסlt is 

 above the sea leve.ו

w God savea סly Bible h סWe read in the H 
death because חPatriarch Abraham from certai 

 of his coח fideח ce, stauח ch faith aח d belief iח
. Him 

-ut the miraculous es סread ab סWe als 
w סs. But h חiel from the lio חcape of Prophet Da 

ow about the miraculous escape חmany of us k 
? ces חsimilar circumsta חe-lsrael i חof a Be 

The account below is reproduced from the 
gue of סited Syag חBulletin published by the U 

. e 1961 issue חits May-Ju חdia, i חl 

 Duriח g the days wheח Siddi Nawabס f Ja-ח
jira was ruling over Tala , and Peshwa, the 

-eigh חf the Maratha King , over the סViceroy 
-g parts , there lived one Shelomo Abra וrbouri 
 ham Talker who was a rich oil-presser aח d whס
 owח ed many agricultural laח ds aח d cattle iח

ce חf import3 חסthe Tala Village. Being a ma 
ature, he was respected חg חd-feari סf G סand 

d villagers, but חnot only by his community a 
d Hindu rulers. The חeven by the Muslim a 

courtiers of both the rulers used to come to 
joy his hospitality. But חd e חhis residence a 

-rulers be סthe tw חns betwee סiis the relati 
urt סrted to the C סcame strained, it was rep 

g חspiri חסwas c סof the Peshwa that Shelom 
f the Siddi ruler to overthrow סwith the help 

-rdingly, Shelomo was cal סdu rule. Acc חthe Hi 
he חled to the Court of the Peshwa, and whe 

· . . · 
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SHEBAT 15 - NEW YEAR FOR TREES: 

Why The Bene-lsraels Adore This Festival The Most ? 

: d Lightning Announces the Arrival of Prophet Elijah חThunder a 

ack at Khandala זrChariot-Wheel T 

NABICHA URUSסס ' was held there. 'Eliyah 
f fruits סicest סd ch חabi' was recited a חחHa 

-The Fair was transfer .חd dishes were eate חa 
. d was held at lsaji Street חmbay a סB סred t 

dil , a Jew חYehudi Ki חued whe חti חסlt was disc 
f the " Gate חסwas the Haza סwh חchi סm C סfr 

e-lsraels חld the Be סgue t סag חf Mercy" Sy ס

-rs.hip סw סunted t סf Fair am סg חldi סthat the h 
act that was חphet as a deity, a סg the Pr חi 

. t חdme חmma סd C חסder the Sec חu חrbidde סf 

f סear the 'Gafe חNote: lsaji Street is very ( 
d was חgue at Samuel street a סag חMercy' Sy 

f סther סamed after lsaji Hasaji Divekar, br ח

Samaji Hasaji Divekar (Samuel Ezekiel 
e-lsrael חf the first Be סder חu סDivekar) the f 

.) gue סag חSy 

Festival ~ bserved as סw סחThe festival is 
ut סf the Trees. Dev סf Elijah-cum-New Year ס

g in the חbserve this day by reciti סe-lsraels חBe 
,' Lecha חd 'Weitte חabi ' a חחHa . ססg 'Eliyah חi חeve 

as )vץ e חf fruits (particularly סds חus ki סvari 
r subja (basil leaves) are סwers , myrtle סalso fl 

g חiti ~ a table. After re חסd placed חught a סbr 
w ח~. f the family e.at סgs members חthe Blessi 

yanu ~ f Sheh ס. g the Berakha חfruits after sayi 
-f the sweet dish Malida .fol סd then partake חa 

f the day will be סce חbserva סique חThe u 
. dia חf l סe-lsraels חg the Be חסly am חסd חu סf 

r several סf חw סחk חthem the festival was u סT 
-c סt which חcide חg i חteresti חi חturies, but a חce 

its revival , but סry led t סtheir hist חcurred i 
. ame חt חder a differe חu 

 lt is said thatחס ­this eve, Elijah, the Prס
dala, a village חf Kha סple סphet, visited the pe 

80 ut סd ab חm Alibaug, a סut three miles fr סab 
der חud tnu סmbay. There was a l סm B סmiles fr 

f the סple סd the pe חight, a חg that חi חand light 
-what had hap סsee as t סut t סvillage came 

f a white חססed . What they saw was a visi חpe 
rse סa white h חסted חu סly figure m סbearded h 

-e חlmmediately the Be ח.heave סg t חascendi 
ised חg סdalkars) rec חf the village (Kha סlsraels 

· ther סחסly figure was סthat the white bearded h 
ing the חr סext m חphet Elijah . The סPr חtha 

 peס ple agaiח visited the place aח d saw tס
f a סf mark סg strip חסt a l חthei r amazeme 

ple were סck. The pe סthe r חסf ססrse's h סh 
-the pre חthey had see חסf the visi סced חnvi סc 
. phet Elijah סf Pr סtity חf the ide סd חight a חus סvi 

 They celebrated the day by recitiח g Eliyahסס
as חw סחw k (סחdala 1ח-lannabi. Ultimately Kha 
 Sagav) became the placeס f pilgrimage aח dחס

-f Shebat, a Fair called 'ELIYAHOO HAN 15סth 

) with it. - (Huxley סu d סu, it is what y סy סt what happens t סחce is חExperie 
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נrט v:כ1Jןווrה "sו

WHAT THE LORD HATES 

, rd hates סgs the L חSix thi 
; him סt חסati חmi סab חare a חSeve 

, gue חסg t חHaughty eyes, a liei 
; d ססt bl חce סחחds that shed i חd ha חA 

, us schemes סs mischiev זסd that pl חA mi 
; after evil חru סFeet that are quick t 

; utters lies סess wh חA false wit 
. thers סg br חסrd am סws disc סs סd he wh חA 

. e might חסas סd סe likes, but the liberty t חסas סd סt the right t סחm is סFreed 

d the mark חf the miracle a סThe place 
be חve ca סed ab חסti חf me ססrse's h סf the H ס

this day. The place is held sacred סt חeve חsee 
~ f Alibaug village סs חסther secti סby the סals 

Horse-Hoof Print at Khandala 

. d Muslims חdus a חs, Hi חgis, Christia חviz. , Fira 
d חrse a סd Katal (Ghod = h סas Gh חw סחt is k ו

g the חe lsraels visiti חus Be סck) pi סKatal = r 
. g beracha חwi סll סplace recite the f 

d, Ruler סur G סrd סu, L סBLESSED art th " 
ur סr סught miracles f סwr סiverse wh חf the U ס

". re-fathers at this place סf 

e kept near חf wi סd the glass חMalida a ( 
. d סG סgs t חfferi סt sacrificial חit represe 

THOU SHAL T POUR OUT THE WINE TO THE " 
LORD IN THE HOL Y PLACE AS A DRINK 

.). 7 OFFERING". (Numb 28. v 
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er. Wher1 the festival חus din סwed by a sumpt סl 
 fallsחס a Friday eveח iח g it is celebratedחס
 Saturdayח ight which is alsס theח ightס f Pr-ס

. phet Elijah 

Prophet Elijah and the Bene-Jsraels : 

 Prס phet Elijah staח ds exalted almס st tס
d חe-lsraels a חf Be סt חsai חסf a patr סthe status 
d חg a חchi חfli חr him is u סf חסerati חthe deep ve 
-g, till this day. No auspicious cere חwaveri חu 

gs חless appropriate blessi חrmed u סy is perf חmo 
-cca סbless the סg him t חviti חare recited first i 

w made is redeemed סd every v חn. Each a סsi 
d חgues a סag חe-lsrael Sy חame. Be חhis חi 
g חr keepi סprayer halls have a special place f 
 a highly decס rated chair aח d a special lamp iח
y חur. lt is a belief that whereas a סחסhis h 

his name חw i סredeem his v חe-lsrael ca חBe 
riginal סr the סry f סbligat סy place it is חat a 

ws סredeem their v סdala t חf Kha סts חreside 
f the miracle. Perhaps as סnly at the place ס

first סre-fathers wh סur f סsays חe traditio חס
d of סthe peri סged t חסdia bel חl חded i חla 

f סwers סll סch f חd were the stau חKing Ahab a 
e-lsraels חwed by the Be סll סm f סElijah. The cust 

d חu סa s חסthe Tub ' Shebat day is based חס
f Elijah סlic סg time is symb חphy. Spri סs סphil 

rm סsf חg, tra חwill at his comi סphet wh סthe Pr 
-ds חfruitful la סt חds i חd barren la חall waste a 

capes, and, just as the naked trees and the 
the themselves with סce again cl חסbare earth 

 blס ssס ms aח d fruits sס will the deadחס ce agaiח
He, the Messiah shall appear. The חawake whe 

 beautiful festival existed iח the Jewish Caleח­
 dar since aח cieח t times. lt was aחס ccasiחס

wever סm h סew trees, which cust חr planting סf 
-the rea סg time due t חסr a l סwas neglected f 
-w re סחus but has סbvi סns that are quite סs 

. lsrael חi חvived agai 



lntroduction : 

BOMBAY AND BENE-ISRAELS 

DURING THE . 

17th, 18th and 19th Century. 

E. M. JACOB Gadkar 

Many of the thinqs \r./ e need can wai t. The child cannot. 
To him we cannot answer "TOMORROW". His name is " TODAY" - (Gabriele Mist ra l) . 

ent in the handwrit ing of Samuel דרוA docu 
Nissim l<azi in 1800 states that the Bene-lsraels 
first arrived in 1749. According to the late 
Dr. E. Moses, the first Jewish Burial ground 
used was at Parel Road (now known as Sir 

-J. J. Road), near J. J . Hospital (the ceme 
-tery was inside the compound - the cam 
-pound wall was built after 1922 or 1923, adja 

cent to J. J. Road) . The exact date of the use 
of this cemetery is not known, although it is 

. 1785 known that it WQS used upto the year 
Since the Clare Road Cemetery was used for 
forty-four years (from 1785 to 1829), it may be 
presumed that the cemetery at J. J. Road 
might have come to be used from 1755 for 
thirty years . According to the research made 

dkar, the Awaskar family ::ב by Mrs. Rachel A. G 
which was the first to settle in Bombay came 

. 1746 here in the year 

ln response to the certain queries raised 
by the Anglo-Jewish Association of London, the 
Bene-lsrael Benevolent Society of Bombay and 
the late Haeem Samuel Keh imkar, who 

-was then working and residing in Poona 
, there were four burial grounds in Bombay " 

the oldest being si tuated in Mazagon. but its 
-exact situat ion cannot be ascertained at pre 
a סחsent. The most ancient inscription found 

tomb in the next oldest g raveyard , situated near 
Sir Jamshed j i Ji jeebhoy's Hospital, bearing the 
Jewish date 5530 (1770). A part of this grave 
yard has been turned into a tank, so that we 
cannot say if there were tombs much older 

." in it 

The authors of this report also say tha: 
" The Bene-lsraels have been settled in Bombay 
for upwards of 150 years . The Bagdadi and the 
Cochini Jews attended our Synagogues and we 
theirs, and we ate together. We had the same 

· burial ground till recently". 

c-Jewish Association זThe letter to the Ang ( 
-appears to have been sent before the Mhatar 

pakhad i (Dr Mascarenhas Road) cemetery was 
.) 1898 taken in possession in 

-lt is pertinent to know when the Bene · 
heir ~ lsraels started settling down in Bombay, 

prcgress and vvhat Bombay was (i) just before 
the arrival of the Bene-lsraels, (ii) during the 
eighteenth century when the First Bene-lsrael 

-Synagogue \r./as built ; and (iii) during the nine 
-teenth century when the Centenary Celebra 

e was named נgL סtiqns were he!d and the Synag 
" SHAAR HARAHAMIM" "GATE .OF MERC't " 

. SYNAGOGUE 

Old Bombay: 

Bombay then consisted of seven lslands 
Colaba, Fort, Byculla, Parel , Worli , Sion and 

-Mahim. (Now Bombay is known as Greater Bom 
d to suburbs and רוbay and its territories exte 

West and סחextended suburbs upto Dahisar 
-Mulund in East). The place where the Bene 

lsraels settled down first was near Masiid 
Railway Station, which is between Fort and 

. Byculla 

On June 23, 1661 , Bombay was given in 
his חסDowry to l<i ng Charles-11 of England 

marriage wi th Princess Catherine de Braganza 
anded וof Portugal. By Royal Charter it was i 
. 1668 over to the East lndia Company in 

Arrival of Bene-lsraels in Bombay : 

-As long as the Portuguese were in pos 
sess ion of Bombay, Bene-lsraels dared not 

here, wh ich was יחv\סeven dream of settling d 
more prosperous than Konkon Region. This was 

-because they seemed to be aware of the anti 
Semitic policy of the Portuguese Government 
and the persecution of Jews in Cochin. After 
it was given in dowry to England, there was 

. added attraction of joining the British Army 
Besides, there was a great demand for skilled 

ch as carpentary and masonry, in וlabour sL 
. which trade the Bene-lsraels were proficient 
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gue was built, th.ere סAt the time the Synag 
f Samuel Street סthe East side חסwas a hill 

r סNo סand lsajee Street, which extended upt 
. ad Railway Station סBaug, near Sandhurst R 

und by about סthe gr סThis hill was reduced t 
. 1925 

Law and Order : 

, ln the absence of Law & Order mach1nery 
e dared סחסmbay. N סpeace in B סחthere was 

use after sun-set since סutside his h סve סm סt 
s. The דt provided with ligh סחthe streets were 

il lamps took סf the st.reets with סfirst lighting 
-1842. The first gas lamps were pro חplace i 

. 1865 the st reets in חסvided 

1749 : Arrival of Bene-lsraels in Bombay. 

-1750 : Samuel Ezekiel Divekar and four youn 
. thers joined the Army סger br 

r the first establishment of a סThe credi·t f 
 for·ce for the prevention of cr.imes goes tס
. 1677 Gerald Aungier, Governor from 1669 to 
-From 1753, Bombay Government was compos 
, ed of the Governor and thirteen Councillors 
-all of whom wer.e Justices of Peace and Com 
-l Deli סner of Oyer and Terminer and Ga סmissi 

very. Sheriff was the Executive Officer. ln 
1798, Court of Oyer and Terminar and Gaol 

. Delivery were abolished 

1771 ·: Patrols wer.e appointed, whose du1ies 
ns found סvvere to maintain peace, seize pers 

, use-breakers סbbers and h סting, arrest r סri 
peans without passes and COFFREES סseize Eur 

-mpany ag סAfrican Slaves) . The East lndia C ( 
lice Rs. 10/- fon סreed to pay the Bhandari P 

r every slave סffree arres'ted, Re. 1 /- f סevery c · 
r three days, Rs. 2/- for סwork f רn סabsent' fr 

nth, Re. 1 /- for ever.y soldier סabsent for .a m 
urs, and סor sailor absent from duty for 48 h 

r sailor . found סannas eight for every soldier 
. drunk 

-f the First Bene-lsrael Ceme 1785ס : Non-use 
mmencement of סtary at Sir J. J. Road and c 

. Clare Road Cemetery 

f the סunder 1792ס: Samuel Ezekiel Divekar (F 
f Mercy" Synagogue) settled down in סGate " 

. Bombay 

Part of Bombay where the Bene-lsraels 
Settled First : 

" The names " Samuel Street", ' lsajee Street 
rity סlla" suggest that a maj סh סand " lsrael M 

-of the Bene-lsraels settled down in the vici 
-nity of the present Masjid Railway Sta 

the סThis part of Bombay is nearer t ר.tiot 
-ck and Prin סria D סDocks - lnd ira Dock, Vict 

m סfr וarriva חסck - and therefore סcess D 
nvenient to סnkan our ancestors found it c סK 

-f the Docks. Be סsettle down in the vicinity 
sides, this part of Bombay was in proximity to 

, the Head Quarters of the then native regiments 
. yed סmany Bene-lsraels were empl סin which s 

-n course of time the Bene-lsraels ac ו

, quired wealth from their trade of artisanship 
which they invested in constructing or buying 
residential buildings. ln those days most of the 

-e Bene ~ buildings in the area were owned by t 
lsraels. Surplus wealth was also invested in 

. rnaments סnd and pearl סld, diam סpurchasing g 
ich was רwear necklaces vv l סEven men used t 

me סudly by them . However, after s סdisplayed pr 
ti me this wea lth vanished as if by a magic 

-wand. Buildings changed hands and Bene 
ed חsraels became tenants of the buildings ow ז

. by them once upon a time 

When the trade of the Port increased, the 
-busi חBene-lsraels who are naturally lacking i 

m this סness acumen, were gradually ousted fr 
ja and Bania merchants and סocality by Kh ו

cality ot סcheaper l חrce settled down i סperf 
Umerkhadi and Dongri . Samuel Street is 1ocally 

wn as Vadgad i (Vad means Chemicals and סkn 
te that סgadi means Office). lt is interesting to n 

) Vadgadi, Khand Bazaar (Zakeria Masjid Street 
and Bhaat Bazaar (Narsi Natha Street) all near 

lla סh סd lsrael M חSamuel Street, lsajee Street a 
f business iri זרססsacti חhave the highest tra 

-/ 10 . ver is over Rs סday. The daily turn סlndia t 
. res סcr 

: Topography of Masjid Bunder Area 

"' f the " Gate cf Mercy סuth-East סthe S חO 
-Synagogue is lsaajee Street named after Sa 
· mL1el Divekar 's brother. lsrael Moholla is or 
-f Mercy" Syna סthe North-West of the "Gate 

lla is Samuel סh סgue. On the Eas·t or lsrael M סg 
ad סthe South, Yusuf Meherali R חסStreet and 

.) ad סMasjid Bunder R ( 
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Clarke חJames Freema -חס.erati חext ge חf חסa statesm a חס;ext electi חf סks חthi חliticia סA p 

d חsed a סad cemetery cl 2ס) Clare R ( 
 useס f Graח t Rס ad Cemetery begaח.

-e חwh9m the Be סt ,חסWils חh 3ס) Dr. J ( 
g חmuch was havi סwe s סity חmmu סlsrael C 

ity in חmmu סe-lsrael c חgs with the Be חmeeti 
. g חi חevery Saturday eve חסmbay סB 

-stables, stimula חסc חpea סEur (1) : 1832ס Tw 
) as (fifty paise חחf eight a סted by the reward 
g חyed, were killi סg destr סr every parriah d סf 

they were חuse whe סf a h סximity סthe pr חe i חס

d חdus a חf Hi סg חsisti חסb c סattacked by a m 
. Parsis 

-f the Sas סder חu סf ,2חסס) David Sass ( 
in חw סdia settled d חl חess empire i חbusi חססs 

. mbay סB 

-Mara חdus i סd Ex חesis a חf Ge סt 1833ח : Repri 
 thi by the Americaח Christiaח Missi.חס

60 g חcludi חts , i חe-lsrael Stude 250 :1836ח-Be 
. ls ססs Sch 'חסg Dr. Wils חdi חgirls were atte 

 The lraqi Jews' plea t : 1837ס the Gס ­verח
erect a סt חסg them permissi 1חti חr gra סt f חme 
Jewish חpea סdivide the Eur סwall t חסpartiti 

f lraqui סable the burial חe סas t סcemetery s 
f the cemetery was סther half סthe חJews i 

itial חthe i חt. (l lחme חver סby the G חw סed d חtur 
e-lsrael cemetery was used by the חyears , Be 

.) lraqui Jews 

-Mis חa Christia ,חסWils חh (1) :1838ס Dr. J 
 siחס aryס f the Fr.ee Churchס f Scס tlaח d aח d aח
-ual Meet חחist read a paper at the A חסeducati 

yal Asiatic סf 1the R סch חmbay Bra סf the B סg חi 
 Sס cietyסח) w kסח wח as Asiatic Sס ciety) iח

that the חסclusi חסthe c סwhich he came t 
f סt חa חdeed lsraelites, a rem חe-lsraels are i חBe 

the tribes which were expelled by the Assyrian 
. g חKi 

-r murder סged f חgle was ha חe Pi 2ח) O ( 
ji חSubedar Sillema law, ח-g his brother-i חi 

.) family dispute סkar (due t חBapuji Sa 

 New Sy (1) :1840ח agס gue, Prayers cס mmeח­
. a Prayer Hall חced i 

-mmu סt he c חi 2חס) The first publicati ( 
- ityס pitiary Prayers; by Hazzaח Hebrew Pr ח

. i Jew חchi סSharabi - a C סm סShel 

gue built by סag חe-lsrael Sy 1796ח: The First Be 
aji חsecrated. Ta חסSamaji Hasaji Divekar was c 

the סted Teba t חkar Mistri prese חSamuel Malya 
, Rahamimji ' חסf his s סry סmem חgue i סag חSy 

uld סthat it sh חסditi חסc ח 1786חסdied i סwh 
. ved till " MESSIAH" arrives סt be rem סח

.) 2,000 ut סe-lsraels - Ab חf Be חססpulati סP ( 

 Death :1797ס f Cס mmaח daח t Samuel Divekar iח
) f lsaji חססDavid Samuel Divekar (S ח.chi סC 

. Muccadam חda סelected aa Kamm 

. r theft סged f חe lsmail Shaikh was ha 1799ח : O 

r five years סced f חte חwas se חma 1804ס: A w 
d סg which peri חr perjury, duri סt f חme חסimpris 

the חס, ce a year חסd חsta סshe was required t 
 first dayס f Octס ber Sessiחס, iח the pillס ­ry, iח

use (afterwards the Great סf the Court H סt חסfr 
d חher chest a חסtel, \vith labels סH חWester 

. g her guilt חback, describi 

 Ba :1813חחס the activitiesס f the Christiaח
. aries lifted חסMissi 

 Twe :1815ח ty-five Marathi Schסס lsס peח ed iח
 Bס mbay aח d iח the villages iח Kחס ka.ח

dus published by the סd Ex חesis a 1819ח: Ge 
. Marathi חi חסMissi חChristia חAmerica 

 Gra :1823ח t Rס ad Burial grס uח d takeח iח
. 1829 m סbut used fr חסssessi סp 

d his חkar a חji Bapuji Sa חSubedar Silema 
the Samaji חup i סrmed a s'eparate gr סwers f סll סf 

. gue סag חf Mercy" Sy סHasaji " Gate 

, s חסd Abraham Sarg (1) :1826ח Michael a 
David Bar.ukh Rahabi, Hacham Samuel, Judah 

 David Ashkeח azi aח dס thers frס m Cס chiח
-b סd Jewish ritual חtaugHt Hebrew Prayers a 

. years חr te סe-lsraels f חthe Be סces t חserva 

published by חסeducati חסrt 2ס) Rep ( 
-te חi חaries. A חסMissi חChr.istia חthe America 

rt was tha·t the Jewish סthe rep חg item i חresti 
-Teachers were preferred because the Jews be 

. theism סחסm חlieve i 

l established at Alibaug 1827סס : Hebrew Sch 
 by Americaח Christiaח Missi.חס

 Jewish stude 130 (1) : 1829ח ts atteח ded iח 17
 schסס ls ruח by ·the Amer.icaח Christiaח Missi,חס

mbay סB חls were i ססsch חf w·hich seve סut ס

. laba District סK חd the rest i חa 
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. lks all the same סd didn't make f סr having queer ways. G סple f סthen pe סndemn סn't c סD 
. f the game סme crazy. lt's all part סme sane, s סme lazy - s סme keen, s וcS 

mbay had the 1963ס, B סm 1855 t 1855ס: Fr 
-rjett, Super סf having Charles F סrtune סd f ססg 

had great linguistic סlice wh סf P סintendent 
-f lndian caste, cus סwledge סfaculty, wide kn 

had a masterly capacity יms and habits and סt 
r assuming native disguises. After warning סf 

had סmbay, wn סf B סr סחver סe, G חסrd Elphinst סL 
,.. ver סw at Lalbaug , that the G סhis bungal חthe 

סח r shס uld take s·trict measures tס prevent u-ח

· w, he סgal חs entering the bu חסrised pers סauth 
g disguised as חi חr סr next m סvern סgreeted the G 

. a sweeper 

-stitu חl t חBenevole on סSass 2) David ( 
. n סSasso by David unded סwas f חt io 

. Mutiny חlndia ) i ( : 1857 

. ed חope iversity חU mbay סB ) i i ( 

dus חHi two d חa e-lsrael ח~( 8 e חO ) 1 ( : 1860 
tenced to חd se חf piracy a סvicted חwere co 

-der חr having plu סf חסrtati סsp חseven years tra 
-u סth חf te סff Alibaug סr סed a vessel at ar1ch 

. silver חd rupees i חsa 

" the " Gate of Mercy סt חסsi 2ח) Exte ( 
 Synagס gue was carriedס ut aח d cס mpletedחס

. 1860 , 4th March 

3) Vihar Water Supply : Vihar. Lake ( 
 Wa'ter supply prס ject which was cס mpleted iח
-m 1859ס, c 1858ח, filled with water upto 9 ft . i 
, March חthe City i סg water t חmenced supplyi 

. 1860 

-sec חgue - co סag חDavid Sy 1861ח : Mage 
. rated 

r סdonated Rs . 60,000/- f 1863חס: David Sasso 
ics lnstitute Library which חha יg lthe Mec חusi סh 

 was established iח 1847 .

1864 f 111ס reigners ' Act סder the F 1864ח: U 
di חu סstitutes were deported who f סd pr חpimps a 
-us Cur סtori סחd חu סd ar חa חthels i סbr סway t 

as Safed Gally חw סחsetji Sukhlaji Street. lt is k 
. unt סthis acc חס

. Streets חסvided 1865ס : Gas lamps pr 

-The Mecha .חf David Sassoo 1867ס : Death 
ח ics lnstitute was named as David Sassס oח

be סics lnstitute, which later came t חMecha 
. Library חססas David Sass חw סחk 
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-f the New Syna סne סn st סundati 1841ס : F 
. 1841 , 2nd August חסgue was laid סg 

il (1) :1842ס Streets in Bombay provided with 
. amps ! 

ts attended 38 (2ח Bene-lsrael sltude ( 
. n's College סWils 

-sec 1843ח : (1) The New Synagogue was co 
-e, 1843. Abraham lsaji Garsul 4חth Ju חסrated · 

ted a Sepher חprese ,חr from Ade סkar, Survey 
. gue סag חthe New Sy סrah t סT 

-2) Establishment ot David Sassoon Re ( 
formatory. lt was named after David Sassoon 

f the munificent donation given סunt סacc חס
. family חססby the Sass 

-e חby a Be (1) :1846חס The first publicati 
srael - Haeem lsaac Gazsulkar, " lllustrated ו

." Haggadah 

 ) Haskel Abraham Divekar, grand s (2חס
-of lsaji Ezekiel Divekar seized power of Kam 
" f Mercy סf the " Gate סdan Muccadamship סm 

f David Samuel סgue, after the death סag חSy 
. Divekar 

) gue (Gate of Mercy 1847ס: The Old Synag 
secured a Sepher Torah, fifty-one years after 

. its establ ishment 

n publ ished a pamphlet סWils חh 1852ס: Dr, J 
r their סappeal f חf Bombay, a סBene-lsraels " 

-this pamphlet Dr. Wil חl ."חEducatio חChristia 
heory that the Bene-lsraels ~ ced the חadva חso 

re סd theref חuth-West Arabia a סm S סcame fr 
r סn f סi Jews. His reas חf Yeme סdants חdesce 

ce חn was the resembla סclusi חg to this co חcomi 
. between the Yemini Jews and the Bene-lsraels 

-evo 1853ח : Formation of the " Bene-lsr.ael Be 
g relief חf givi סty", with the objects יet Soci חle 

rtless סd helpless widows, supp חto the poor a 
-men and pro סd w חa חfirm me חorphans and i 

and חto the poor childre חviding free educatio 
-d secular. lt was res חyouths, both religious a 

g a Pr.imary School for חsible for establishi חpo 
n the year ח 1875 .וi חe-lsrael childre חthe Be 

-r סg for housing 1909ח, rt purchased a buildi 
 phans aח d destitutes. This buildiח g was takeח

t Trust in 1916, perhaps חveme סover by the lmpr 
t of taxes. However, later חpayme ח-o חr the סf 

g of חit contr.ibu1ted Rs. 10,000/- for the buildi 
the present " THE BENE-ISRAEL HOME FOR 

." DESTITUTES AND ORPHANS 



. ur 'joys ס: but :shar.e y ~ ur fea·r סes. Keep y וur smi סw y סur tears, .but sh סHide y 

ject סpr supply water Lak.e 4) Tulsi ( 
. mpleted סc 

. d Dr חsalkar a סGh חסm סl (1) :1880ס lsaac S 
-e חlkar were the first Be סel Samuel Shirk סJ 

1880 , 1 st February חסvisit Jerusalem סlsraels t 
. 1880 , 14th April חסed חd retur חa 

by ted חprese 2) " Ner Tamid " lamp ( 
Samajr סTalkar, Writer, t חסm סl סRahamim S 

. 1880 , 8th July חסgue סag חHasaji Sy 

y) was חסcerem חסversi חסbat (c 3ס) T ( 
, ldier סiel David Bhastekar, s חe Da סחסt חgive 
t סחce he could חt at his wish , si 28חth Regime 

mplete year as סe c חסr סgue f סag חthe Sy יd חatte 
nment in סe year impris חסg חi סderg חhe was u 

y was חסcerem חסthe Army Jail . The purificati 
. 1880 , d August חס 2חrmed סperf 

, 8 4.ugust . חסrmed סperf 4ח) First Ki rta ( 
-Ashtam רוסSams חjami חkar was Be 1880ח. Kirta 

· -a חf 'the Samaji Hasaji Sy סSecretary ס.חkar, H 
 gס gue aח d siח gers were (i) Rahamim Sס lס mסח
) d (iii חrlekar a סTalkar, (i i) Samuel Nasemji K 

Talkar (All were Committee חlomo סck S סחחHa 
.) agogue חf Mercy" Sy סMembers of the " Gate 

r the persecuted 5ס) Special Prayers f ( 
 Afghaח Jews at Samaji Hasaji Syח agס gueחס

. 1880 , 29 August 

don חof Lo חciatio סglo-Jewish Ass 1881ח : A 
ol , established סpted the lsraeli te High Sch סad 

rie ססas " Sir Elly Kad חw סחw k 1875 ,סח in 
ts received חf the gra סl". As a result ססSch 

-vern סJewish Association , the G ס-gl חm the A סfr 
ment and the " Gate of Mercy" Synagogue, it 

to " ANGLO-VERNACULAR חverted i חwas co 
." SECONDARY SCHOOL 

-b סday, the March 19, 1882, was 1882ח: Su 
Day" by the חסd Humiliati חser.ved as " Fast a 

Bombay for the fierce חity i חe-lsrael Commu חBe 
. of Russian Jews חpersecutio 

, gue סag חSy ססEliyah eseth (1) :1884חח Ke 
. mbay consecrated סrt , B סF 

-Huzur חl established i 2סס) High Sch ( 
. e-lsrael girls חBe 1ס ts חpaga. Out of 58 stude 

-kar establish חPe חjami (1) : 1885ח Haskel Be 
. acular Press חd Ver חJewish a ס-gl חed A 

t חle סev 1868ח : The Bene-lsr.ael Be 
r סs f חסati חסg d חlledti סced c חmme סc 

. r the aged סasylum f חa 

a חססP חg College i חi 1870ח : Huzurpaga Trai 
, g חi חsta rted. Till 1882, 34 girls received trai 

. e-lsrael girls חm were a few Be סamo ng wh 

ciety סS 
building 

ted ס 1חRajpurkar app Ezekiel seph 1871ס : J 
. er חHebrew Exami 

-f David Haeem Dive סt חtme חi 1872ס : (1) App 
-f Samuel Ezekiel Dive חססd s חkar, great gra 
f סplace חMuccadam i חda סkar, as Kamm 

ved סwas rem סHaskel Abraham Divekar, wh 
, 19th August חסm the Office by 1the Jamat סfr 

. 1872 

Hall Prayer ew חf a סg חi 2ח) Ope ( 
as " KENNESETH BENE-ISRAEL" as a חw סחk 

f the סg the members חסf dispute am סresul t 
. Samaji Hasaji Synagogue 

ciety סlent S סe-lsrael Benev (1) : 1875ח The Be 
1875 , 5th July חסl ססestabli shed a Primary Sch 

as " The חw סחat Khadak, which was later k 
d from 1934 as " Sir Elly חl" a סlsraelite Scho 

." l ססrie Sch ססKad 

-Vak חami נחBe 2חס) The late Sim ( 
rker סcial w סs חw סחrulka r (Walker) , well k 

-r, was ex סrat סd חwerful writer a סr, p סauth 
f his peculiar סt חu סacc חסicated חmmu סc 

ed חHis wife, Rebeccabai joi 'חס.relig חסviews 
urse סr Mid-Wifery C סt Medical College f חGra 

. the first Bene-lsrael Nurse -

al חur סJ Bene-lsrael First 1877: The 
-Sam חSATYA PRAKASH" published by Aaro " 

. Ashtamkar חso 

d the חrt a סof the rep 1878חס: First publicati 
"' f Mercy סf the " Gate סts חu סf acc סt חstateme 
, m 13th May סgue fr סag חSamaji Hasaji) Sy ( 

. 1878 

ated חomi חseph Ezekiel Rajpurkar (1) :1879ס J 
. iversity חmbay U סw of the B סas a Fell 

. d Mrs חd a חreigners, Revere סf 2ס) Tw ( 
 Skyס rs visi1ted the "Gateס f Mercy" Syח ­agס

. gue 

) sh Hodesh סber, 1879 (R 7סth Oct 3ח) O ( 
-agogue were locked חors of the Sy סthe d 

the parties. Opened the next חdispute betwee 
. day 
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, that the truth must prevail חg withi חwi סחthers, k סg with חur deali סy חu are fair i סlf y 
. d חthe e חp i סthe t חסut סme סu will c סy 

se who סst th חagai סd als חa חסthe cir,cumcisi 
. y חסd the cerem חatte 

al - "LAMP חur סf the J 1893חסס: Publica1ti 
-Maz חסOF JUDAISM" - by Samuel Sams 

. kar חסga 

 Mr. & Mrs. Jac :1894ס b Ezekiel Piח ­gle returח
. m Jerusalem סed fr 

 The year 1896 is mem (1) : 1896ס rable iח
-e חge חr the Jews i סe respect. F חחסre tha סm 

particular; it was חe-lsraels i חd the Be חral a 
d חthe 12th a חסt year. lt was חrta סa very imp 

f the סary חte 13חth May, 1896 that 1the Ce 
-celebra'l: ל'gue" wa סag חe-lsrael Sy חOldest "Be 
-amed as "SHAAR HARAHA חd it was חed a 

." MIM - "GATE OF MERCY" SYNAGOGUE 

r סt f חrta סimp 2ס) The year 1896 is als ( 
g חrld. lt was duri סver the W סple all סthe pe 

r the סthat year, that 1the first awardees f 
the חi חNOBEL" Prizes awards were give " 

Later a special Peace .חf Swede סf King סurt סC 
. stituted חPrize was i 

, k place ססts t חcal eve סther l 3סס) Tw ( 
mbay. The סB חther i סdia and the חl חe i חס

t" System חger Pri חf "Fi חססducti סfirst was intr 
f סr General סspect חry, l חby Sir Edwar.ds He 

duced סtr חmbay it was i סB חgal. l חlice, Be סP 
. lt, C.l.E חce 1898ח by R. H. Vi חi 

the סs t חurth incident pertai 4ס) The f ( 
 epidemicס f plague iח Bס mbay frס m 1896 tס
-f this dead סprevent the spread סrder t 1900חס. l 
t חf plague searchers we סly disease, a party 
-w סts. H חve such patie סrem סd the city lt חu סr 

ve סrem סted t חe such party wa חחסever, whe 
 such a patient frס m a Juhai's Hס ruse at Ripזס

rder spread סd dis חse a סuble ar סad , tr סss R סCr 
mbay. (Please read סf B סparts ווst a סalm סt 

this חDr. Samuel Satkel Varulkar i חסArticle 
 cחחס ecti(חס.

-d re חsed a סmp 5ס) "Special Prayers C ( 
ber סOct חס, seph Ezekiel Rajpurkar סcited by J 

, gue סag חf Mercy" Sy 1896 ,29ס at the "Gate 
-mpas סd c חce a חrbeara סe f חg divi חri סr impl סf 

 siחסחס the public at large iח viewס f the Bub-ס
. ic (Plague) Fever that laid such a heavy hand ח

." bserved as "Fast ססThe day was als 

the סs t חt pertai חcide 6ח) The six'th i ( 
-which some tex סtrade due t חd i סslump peri 
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great Divekar, Haskel 2) Abraham ( 
ted חf lsaaji Samuel Divekar, appoi חססds חgra 

f the New Prayer ס" Muccadam חda סas "Kamm 
. 1905 Hall till 

Tiphereth :1886ח ed for c-חס . Prayer Hall ope 
-ago חsecrated as Sy חסg prayer. (lt was c חducti 

 gue iח 1923 (.

ol for the סew sch חg of a חi (1) :1888ח Ope 
d Mararthi by the New חf Hebrew a סteaching 

the סrding t סas acc חס)gue (Shaare Ras סag חSy 
f סg חagogue teachi חf the Sy סt חageme חMa 
-eg חol was much סthe lsraelite Sch חHebrew i 

eglected חg חf Hebrew bei חססti סחlected. This 
. 1935 l persisted till סthe lsraelite Scho חi 

, l סthe lsraelite Scho 2ח) A Prayer Hall i ( 
, started by the Late Haeem Samuel Kehimkar 

as " ETZ HAEEM" Prayer Hall . (ETZ חw סחk 
.) s Life חd HAEEM mea חs tree a חmea 

1889: Kammodan Muccadam David Haeem 
d חalist, dramatist a חet, Writer, Jour סDivekar, P 

. 1889 , 16 November חסpleader, died 

. mpleted סwai Water Supply Project c 1890ס: P 
d Upper חa a חd Vaitar 1926ח a חsa lake i חTa ( 

 Vaitarח a iח 1957 (.

agogues חf the three Sy (1) : 1891ס Members 
 i.e. Old, New aח d Keחח eseth Beח ­e-lsrael coח

uary חJa חסmmunity סf the C סg חed a meeti חve 
r סappeal f חd decided to issue a 1891 ,2ח a 
-r the perse סd f חr the Relief Fu סs f חסati חסd 

. Jews חcuted Russia 

d חzebai a סParsi Girls, Pher 2ס) Tw ( 
d חu סf age were f סd 20 years חBachubai, 16 a 

. wer סck T סf the Rajabai Cl סt ססdead at the f 

l became a full (1) :1892סס The lsraelite Sch 
-the Ma1tri סg upt חol, teachi סfledged High Sch 

its חסts חd had 300 stude חClass a חסculati 
' ys סf (i) Marathi B סsisted חl co ססll. The sch סr 
) d (iii חl; a ססl; (ii) Marathi Girls' Sch ססSch 

. ys & Girls סr. B סl f ססEnglish Sch 

e David Samuel Varulkar issued 2ח) O ( 
-m סe-lsrael C חtice to the Be 'סחg חleaflets, givi 

ity that his father, Samuel Eliya Varulkar חmu 
n of סg the circumcisi חrmi סperf חg i חsisti חwas i 

f סst the wish חmuch agai חסs חr סew b חhis 
 David Samuel Varulkar aח d that legal ac1tiחס
rm סperf סse wh סst th חagai חuld be take 111ס 



SOURCES: 

rical Sketch סlice - A Hist סmbay City P 1ס) B ( 
. 1672-1916 By S. M. Edwards l.C.S., C.V.C 

seph Ezekiel סrds left by the late J 2ס) Rec ( 
. Rajpurkar 

f ס"Gate f the Samaji Hasaaji סrt 3ס) Rep ( 
 Mercy" Syח agס gue) frס m May 13, 1878 tס

. 1899 , 31 December 

-k ססd Year B חa וua חחe-lsrael A 4ח) The Be ( 
 By the late Miss R. Reube.ח

 ) Hist (5ס ry aח d Cultureס f the Beח e-lsraels iח
. ses Ezekiel סf. M סdia - By the late Pr חl 

-e חg the Be חסam "חסlulti סus Ev 6ס) " Religi ( 
. ce 1750 - By B. J. lsrael חdia si חf l סlsrael 

Pr.ayer e-lsrael חBe eseth חחKe 7חס) Article ( 
-me Haeem Raj סHall - By the late Shal 

. purkar Kazi 

gue" - By סag חOur New Sy " 8חס) Article ( 
. Shapurkar ו.ו.the late 

s8י)l1>םתנג 

-rk סd the rest were w חsed a סile mills were cl ג
the סa week. Due t חthree days i חסly חסing 

e-lsrael families settled חd a few Be ס.slump peri 
. dia חf l סa part חBurma, which was the חi חw סd 

 ) Olympic games spra (7ח g tס life agaiח
. after 1,500 years 

mpleted 1897ס: Haeem Samuel Kehimkar c 
g " HISTORY OF THE BENE-ISRAELS IN חwrit i 

-as Maha חw סחw k (סח" BOMBAY PRESIDENCY 
.) ras-htra State 

ad סhas) R 1898ח : Mhatar.pakhadi (Dr. Mascare 
-Octo חסof חpossessio חd take חu סBurial Gr 

.) 1927 , 8 uary ח:ber 16, 1898 (used upto Ja 

1899 : The lsraelite High Sohool shifted to · 
 ' Mazagao,ח preseח ­t site of lthe School. The iח

y was performed by the חceremo חauguratio · 
. dhurst חor of Bombay, Lord Sa חver סG · 

, f cemeter.y at Dr. E. Moses Road 1927ס : Use ( 
.) 1927 , 9 uary חced from Ja חmme סc 

 י-י--··
JEWISH BURIAL GROUNDS IN BOMBAY 

" THE ONL Y THING MAN CAN CALL HIS OWN AND 1THE ONL Y CLAIM WHICH 
THE RICH AND THE POOR CAN HAVE UPON IS SIX FEET BY FOUR FEET OF 

EARTH FOR HIS ETERNAL REST" - (Mrs. ABIGA~L E. MOSES) 

,) ad סas Sir J. J. R חw סחw k (סחParel Road 1785 Upto the year ד)ז
. spital סear J. J. H ח

. Clare Road 1829 1785 to ) 2 ( 

Kamathipura ear חGrant Road 1898 1829ס t ) 3 ( 
 ) possession of the grouח take d wasח iח 1823 (.

as חw סחw k (סחt Road חMou 8-1-1927 1898 to וa4 
.) has Road חDr. Mascare 

. ad סE. Moses R . Dr 9-1-1927 From ) 5 (' 

t סחds is חs who acquired the first two burial grou חs or perso חסstituti חf the l סames חThe 
. own חJ< 

d חciety a סS t חle סev חe-lsrael Be חsupplied by the Be חformaltio חthe i סg t חNOTE : Accor.di . 
ldest cemetery סe), the חPu חed i חסstati חw as the סMr. Haeem Samuel Kehimkar (wh 

. cated סuld not be l סse exact si1tuation c סn village wh סwas at Mazga 

. f friendship סrth סne can prove the w סTime al 

90 



lntroduction : 

ELIYAHOO HANNABI AT SEDER 

. on W. Gordon, New York, U.S.A חnBy : Mrs. He 

~ &VfV ג'Jt Jt J/JtOf צf L J צft J צג
1

t 

P. candle that !ights another loses nothing. 

-of him, which prompted him ·to say, "ELIY A 
wondered as to whom he ו." HOO HANNABI 

was addressing and therefore went to the door 
was taken aback וand saw a stranger. At first 

ger חd was puzzled as to why a total s'tra חa 
-vited guest be at our door. 1 want חuni חd a חa 

ly חsudde חlice, whe סthe P סe t חסteleph סed t 
vided a cup of סremembered that we had pr ו

. y חphelt Elijah at the Seder ceremo סr Pr סe f חwi 
y untoward חalso said to myself that should a ו

e who were already חcident takes place we ni חi 
-hesi ס,wer 'him. S סuse could over p סthe h חi 
• the Service חus i חi סj סvited him t חi וtly חsta 

ame, the חf his סquired חwhich he did. We i 
n, etc. but סm, his professi סplace he came fr 

-s his reply was "ls it neces חסall these questi סt 
"? sary 

. t סחld him it was סt יWe 

g the Service he sa·t still, but wherr חDuri 
g about the plight ot חd was explaini חmy husba 

· Jews, he appeared to be disturb חthe Russia 
s at the table חסed. He met all my three s 

 decliח ed tס take fסס d wheח requested tס dס
ally said that it was time that he חd fi חa סs 

w סsh סn t סg. He requested my s חi סuld be g סsh 
-y חwas accompa חסad and as my s סr חthe mai 

d daughters חgra סhe exit, tw ~ wards סing him t 
tered the room. He placed his חof my sister e 

ds over their heads, said something and חha 
. vanished 

-par סabi wh חHan סWas it Prophet Eliyaho 
ng סhave a str ו? ur Seder. Service חסticipated i 

. g he was חfeeli 
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; t i חu סacc חlume a סthis v חElsewhere i 
 giveח about lthe visit of Eliyahסס Haח nabiחס

Trees at וr סthe Eve of S'hebat - New Year f 
. ear Bombay חdala, a village חKha 

f סf the visit סry סother real st חHere is a 
New 1983ח i חProphet Elijah at Seder Service i 

. York, U. S. A 

g the Jews all over חסm am סlt is a cust 
the Seder חחסr ope ססkeep the d סrld 't סthe w 

. tr.y חabi's" e חחo Ha סfacilitate "Eliyah סNight t 
d a ctiair חr him a סe is provided f חA cup of wi 
a custom סkept at the table. lt was als סis als 

f the סver, the head סf Pass סthe Eve חסtha·t 
. d call out חa חthe ope חout i סg סfamily used t 

d חme a סeedy, c חgry, he that is חHe that is hu " 
". our Pesach חi סj 

d like חu סg may s חam telli וry that סThe st " 
g חfairy tale. But it is the truth. lt was duri 
, f Jews סst cherished festival סPesach - the m 

1983 the year1 חm i סg festival of freed חifyi חsig 
ccurred סt חique eve חd u חge a חthat a stra 
ed like חwill always cherish. lt happe וwhich 

. this 

Ereb חסg "Seder" service חWe were holdi 
g a1t the head חPesach. My husband was sitti 

ther end. We סoccupied the וd חof the table a 
-s. Be חסf my s סg friends חcludi חine i חwere 
-ceed with the ser. סuld pr סd c חfore my husba 
t חסr, just in fr ססvices, he saw a figure at the d 
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Joseph Ezekiel Rajpurkar 
)" Popularly known as "YOSEPH MASTER ( 

) Master means Teacher ( 
. Some important excerpts from his record 

: ADDRESS OF APPRECIATION BY THE MEMB ERS OF THE BENE-ISRAEL COMMUf'JITY 
. rosper םln the name of God shall we work and 

4'A וכcסמג;tיwכח"

LETTER OF THANKS 

There is no use in doing a kindness, if you do it a day too late. 

-Y·ou have endeared yourself to the Bene 
-lsrael Community by publishing different reli 

gious, moral, historical and educational works 
and delivering lectures for lthe benefit of your 
Community. by your exertions to promote the 

-study of our Holy Language, and by lhe humi 
-lity of your disposition and good wishes to 

. the poor alike ~סwards the rich and 

-We, therefore, the members of the 'Bene 
lsrael Balottejak Sabha ' beg to express our 

-high gratification and to tenden our hearty con 
graltulations to you for these distinctior.s which 

. you so richly deserve 

May the Almighty grant every grace to you 
. and the whole House of lsrael . Amen 

, We remain, Respected Sir 

Yours faithfully, 

GERSHON MOSES - PRESIDENT, 
ABRAHAM REUBEN - TREASURER, 
ISAAC SHALOME - SECRETARY, 
SAMUEL MOSES, SAMSON SAMUEL & 45 
OTHERS. 
BOMBAY: 
5th May, 1890. 

PLAGUE COMMITTEE OFFICE 
Bombay Custom House, 
31 st May, 1896. 

months and for. the valuable assistance to thE'1 
Government, rendered by you in ·that connec­
tion. 

have the honour te be 

Sir, 

Your obedient servant, 

Sd/-

(Secretary, Plague Committee) 

,. JOSEPH EZEKIEL Esq 
Head Master 
David Sassoon Benevolent lnstitution 
Fellow of the University of Bombay 

. and - Justice of the Peace 

, cted Sir יeResp 

-You are 1the only member. of our Bene 
-lsrael Community, that has distinguished him 

1871 self by his learning and worth. Since 
-you have been regularly and continual\y invi 
-ted by the Syndicate of the University of Bom 

bay to examine in Hebrew at •the Matriculation 
-1879 you were ap \ח. and Higher Examination 

pointed by the Government a Fellow of that 
. Learned Body and this year a Justice of Peace 

These distinctions ar.e held by many among 
t as you are the only person יother peoples, bu 

among us by whom these are simultaneously 
. held we deem it a great honour to you 

By selecting you for these appointments 
-Government has rewarded merit. These distinc 

tions that have been thus bestowed upon you 
are not only a cause of honour to yourself but 

. also to all the Bene-lsraelites 

FROM : The Secretary, 
Bombay Plague Committee. 

JOSEPH EZEKIEL Esq. TO 

SIR, 

have honoun to convey you the thanks 
of the Chairman of the Plague Committee for 
your regular attendance in the work of the 
Grievance Committee during the past two 
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SPECIAL PASS: 

. J"f/ כ"ft' J' 'f J f ~ Jflf'JIV ; 

ARE THE BENE-ISRAELS OF MIXED ISRAELITE & HINDU DESCENT? 

FRIEND OF ISRAEL-BOMBAY- DECEMBER 1898 

ADVOCATE OF INDIA, BOMBAY 
25th JANUARY 1898 
HELP FROM PARIS : 

ess חסthe Appeal, the Bar סse t חסr.esp חl 
5,941-. t € 400 (Rs חf Paris has se סDe Hirsch 

e חd Fami חe-lsrael Plague a חr the "Be 15-6ס) f 
-f which Samuel, S. Maz ס" mbay סd B חRelief Fu 
-d Joseph Eze חSecretary a .חסkar is the H חסga 

. t חkiel, J. P., the Preside 

-/f the sum, Rs. 1,500ח giveח tס have bee סOut 
d חd" a חg Fu חl Buildi ססsraelite Sch וthe 
-/Rs. 200ס the "Beח e-lsrael Beח evס leח ­t Assס t 

f סce חd the bala חd" a חAsylum Fu חסciati 
 Rs. 4,241-15-6 isסח w available fס r distributiחס

ity as are חmmu סf the c סgst 1the members חסam 
e חd fami חf plague a סt חu סacc חסdistress חi 
-s im חסd their applicati חse סare asked t סwh 
 mediately tס the abס veח amed Geח tlemeח, whס

. mmittee סv11ill lay them before the C 

f ס' dia חthe 'Times of l חhad appeared i חסti 
. 1898 ,. 20th December 

ly by חסrmed סs are f חסi חpi סSuch hasty 
owledge חhave merely a superficial k סse wh סth 

-ur סhave lab סse wh סple. But th סabout our pe 
 ed lחס g amחס g us aח d have beeח miח ute iח
d חt a חsufficie חסs have up חסvestigati חthei r i 

that חסclusi חסthe c סme t סds, c חu סg gr חסstr 
. d ססf pure lsraelite bl סe-lsraelites are חthe Be 

see that Miss Edge has after-סWe are glad t 
. wledged her mistake סחall ack 

WHEREAS · MR. JOSEPH EZEKIEL is a 
titles him חJUSTICE OF THE PEACE this pass e 

-the Presi חwithi חסti חut delte סtravel with סt 
the usage medical סper., subject t סcy pr חde 

s a certificate חvided he sig סd pr חa חסspecti חi 
 iח the fס ormיח tedחס ­the reverse, this pass eח

similar סts t חserva סd tw חtitled his family a 
 exteח si.חס

Sd/- PLAGUE COMMISSIONER 

BOMBAY POLICE OFFICE 
19th March , 1899. 

 rN.ס 112

ted as חi סapp חseph Ezekiel has bee סMr. J 
mbay Police סthe B חstable i חסa special class C : 

s חסcti חwers , Fu סd is vested with 'the P חrce a סrF 
. f a CONSTABLE סd Privileges חa . 

Sd/- COMMISSIONER OF POLICE 

• 
r סbjects f סf the חססati חg expla חוv וg חl 

with חסecti חחסc חds are required i חwhich fu · 
Miss חס,d Medical Missi חa Bible a חthe Zera 

' dia חf l סthe 'Times חLady i חEdge a Christia 
the סg t חf 14th December last while referri ס

-f mixed lsrae סe-lsraelites stated they wer.e חBe 
seph סthis , J חסt . Up חdu desce חd Hi חite a ו· 

Ezekiel, J.P., Head Masteס f David Sassחסס r 
-m סf the B סw סd Fell חa חסstitLiti חlent l סev חBe 

 ' bay University calledחס her fס r explaח ati.חס
me time the lady admitted her mistake סAfter s 

d requested חr a סthe Edit סte lf סnce wr סand at 
-tradic חסtradict the statement. The c חסc סim t רi

~ 

) n סce. - (Spurge חra סחig חw סur סf סwledge סחm is a k סf wisd סthe temple סr-step t ססThe d 
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We are glad to nate that the number of 
s חatio חdidates for the various exami חJewish ca 

crease חues to i חti חiversity co חof the Bombay U 
 steadily year by year. Fס r the Matriculatiחס

, her,e have appeared 16 students ~ חexaminatio 
m four were girls. There are six סout of w'h 

d חa חatio חdidates for the Previous exami חca 
. Arts חi חatio חtermediate Exami חfour for the l 
s חסati חt each for the exami חe stude חסThere is 

d M.A. There are three חr the degr,ee of B.A. a סf 
f סall סdidates for the first LL.B. Success t חca 
-this effect ap סn lt סnstrati סther dem סthem. An 

THE AMERICAN ISRAELITE: FEBRUARV 16, 1899 
~,;t 

umber. lt is this - these חpears in the same 
d with חu סew burial gr חed a חative Jews ope ח

w (סח, ad סt R חies at Mou חסus cerem סreligi 
as Mascarenhes Road) . The Hebrew חw סחk 

o חus, rt is, but has סlumin סweven v סritual, h 
seph סn. J סccasi סr this סr hymns f סpraises 

r this סgthy prayer f חsed a le סmp סEzekiel C 
t סחd Biblical Hebrew, which ססg חi חסccasi ס

lar, but סe Hebrew Sch חves him a fi סly pr חס

-n סbe quite c סt חסgregati חסws the c סsh סals 
. ngue סly 1t סversant with the H 

SATVA-PRAKASH OR LIGHT OF TRUTH: 

: f the Bible סns סRevisi 

that the חlear סhave t סt יWe are glad 
 cס mmittee appס iח ted fס r, the revisiחסס ef thי
. ther, Mr סur lsrael Br סBible have requested 

nסס­f the David Sass סseph Ezekiel , the head סJ 
-i חw of the U סand a Fell חסt lnstituti חle סev חBe 
-s with re חסmake suggesti סmbay t סf B סversity 

f the Old Testament. This סn סthe revisi סgard t 
that the Committee חסis indeed bestt selecti 

 cס uld makeחס this side of lח dia. We are alsס
seph Ezekier סlearn that J סfurther glad t 

-make the necessary sugges סsented t חסhas c 
n of סme porti סt s חs and has already se חסti 

his חסseph סpe J סcerely h חGenesis. We si 
d חrk a סhe w tסיd סpains t סחpart will spare 
-nsibi סderstands his resp חubt, fully u סd סח, he 

pe סh סthe subject. We als סlity with regard t 
take the סt fail t סחmmittee will סthat the c 

· n and make סsiderati חסtheir c סs int חסsuggesti 
. ved essential סchanges as may be pr 

'"• 9TH JEWISH CALENDAR : On the fi 
-sep'h Eze סday, the 9th August, 1896, Mr. J חSu 
-the peculia חסg חkiel Rajpurkar, while speaki 

me סdar descr:ibed s חf the Jewish Cale סrities 
guage ancf חf the Hebrew la סus features סcuri 

st all סf alm סut the date סfind סw t סwed h סsh 
-f Pass סm the days סd Fasts fr חthe Feasts a 
g חwi סחrth k סther facts w סliday with סver H ס

. by every lsraeli 

,. THE REVEREND DR. H. N. ADLER, PH.D 

ited Hebr,ew חf the U סChief Rabbi 

. f the British Empire סs חסgregati חסC 

, d Sir חRevere 

-e חf the 'Be סed member חdersig חWe, the u 
 lsrael Culture' Sס ciety ,חסס ur behalf aח dחס

, eral חge חity i חmmu סe-lsrael C חf the Be סbehalf 
d חn a סur extr,eme gratificati סexpress סbeg t 
-gratula חסd respectful c חur cordial a סffer ססt 

d fit חu סf חu have bee סg that y חseei חסs חסti 
, ur father סf y סtle חvested with the ma חbe i סt 

d have חthe late venerable Dr. N. M. Adler, a 
-ffice of the spiri סthe exalted סelevated t חbee 

ited Hebrew חf the U סtual guide of Chief Rabbi 
. f the British Empire סs חסgregati חסC 

,. JOSEPH EZEKIEL, J.P 
,. EZRA REUBEN, B.A.LL.B 

. d 62 OTHERS חBENJAMIN ABRAHAM a 
: BOMBAY 

. 1981 , 1 Oth July 

Sir סt t חs was se חסgratulati חסf C סLetter 
'• g elected a mem חhis bei חססחס,Edward Sass 

seph סns D'y J סmm סf C סuse סf the H סber 
. 1889 , 10th March חס) Ezekiel (Rajpurkar 

) could have half his wishes, he would double his troubles - (Franklin חlf a ma 
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ds חt of Fu חageme חMa 

EXCERPTS FROM THE REPORT OF THE "GATE OF MERCY" SYNAGOGUE FROM 
. 1898 , 13TH MAY, 1878 TO 31ST DECEMBER 

the issue of "INDU-PRAKASH" a journal, belonging to a חg appeared i חThe followi 
-: non-Jew 

JERUSALEM & THE BENE-ISRAELS 

HACHAM SHE,LOMO SALEM SHURRABI 
The first publisher of Prayers - Selihot Services. (1840) 

. INDU-PRAKASH 
1879 • 1st September 

an account of the difficulties 1that were thrown 
their way but it seems they have succeeded חi 

ds to חt of the fu חageme חg the ma חsferri חtra חi 
tee elected by the Community. The ~ a Commi 

-gue are repre סag חf the Sy סds חd fu חproperty a 
-rmer ma סf the f סthe hands חbe still i סted t חse 

mmunity a סm and the C סwh חager betwee ח

ding. We חw pe סחt חu סtha't acc חסdispute is 
. be amicably settled חססpe that it will s סh 

til this desired חd. But u סf G סple סsen Pe סCh 
e-lsrael, as חpass, the Be סught t סt is br חeve 

, f the Earth סthe face חסwell as all the Jews 
try in which they are חu סyally regard the c סl 
." g as their Fatherland חlivi 

Haeem Samuel Kehimkar said 'this 51 years ( 
.) f lsrael סf the State סr.e the birth סbef 

, gues in Raigad District סag חthe first three Sy 
, Revdanda חgue 'i סag חi.e. "BETH-EL" Sy 

Alibag and חgue i סag חMAGEN .A.BOTH" Sy " 
. vel were built חPa חgue i סag חBETH-EL" Sy " 

a meagre חסity חmmu סHe ser.ved the c 
r Rs. 100/- per סth חsalary of Rs. 8.3 per mo 

1856 , 17 April חסum till he passed away חחa 
m the סthreats fr חd eve חn a סdespite persuasi 

. gue סag חf the Old Sy סleaders 

-: s were חtributio חi Jews' co חchi סer C חOt 

1845 1. Obadiah Jhakkai 
g חgs su חסth. (Hebrew s סShir 

ial חסd cerem חg festivals a חduri 
) ccasions ס

2. Hacham David Judah Ashkenazi 
1854 ) r 500 years סdar f חHebrew Cale ( 

We have received a copy of the firs•t report 
agogue situated at Samaji חof the lsrael Sy 

rt that סm the r.ep סHassaji Street. lt appears fr 
were in חstitutio חf 1the l סds חformerly the fu 

f that סgle hereditary Officer חf a si סthe hands 
m its funds were much סder wh חity u חmmu סC 

-ity felt aggrie חmmu סaged. The lsrael C חmisma 
1the חice i סhave a v סd tried t חved at this a 

rt gives סThe rep חס.stituti חf the l סt חageme חMa 

-struc חסur life is the r.ec סf סThe dream " 
f which it סtry חu סd the c חf Jerusalem a חססti 

, re סatural capital. Happy, theref חrms the סf 
e חd the Be חr the Jews a סshall be the day f 
-f theirs is rea סud dream סthe pr חlsrael whe 
f חססditi חסus will be the c סr.i סd gl חized, a ז· 

Jerusalem is rebuilt by the חe whe חPalesti 

-der חhad re סi Jews wh חg the Cochi חAmo 
the חmmunity i סthe Bene-lsrael c סed service t 

f סthe name חס,us educati סf religi סmatter 
Salem Shurrabi deserves a סm סHacham Shel 

n. The late Haeem Samuel סti חspecial me 
f the סry סhis " Hist חKehimkar described him i . 

dia" as "THE SPIRITUAL חf l 1סBene-lsraels 
GUIDE OF THE BENE-ISRAEL". He was a sweet • 

-per סg prayers was s חf reciti סde סger. His m חsi · 
-im סs s חסf serm סsuasive and his deliveries 

hear סcked t סm all sides fl סfr חpressive that me 
f סd like Rabbis חus a סhim. He was very zeal ' 

the salary the New חסd חt depe סחld, he did ס
-m its establish סgue gave him right fr סag חSy 

ur סut his livelihood by the lab סment, but eked 
der. He was earnest חk-bi ססds as b חf his ha ס

f סsraels the true spirit -וe חg the Be חteachi חi 
f the סn סthe publicati חJudaism. He helped i 

-the encoura 1840ס. Due t חSelihoth Services i 
, f Hacham Shurrabi חססspirati חgement and i 
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HISTORY OF THE BENE-ISRAELS 

By : E-. M.- Jacob 

-ot ex חd to-day it does חg a חsteadily decreasi 
e-lsraels are-חceed 5,000 out of which the Be 
.) Bombay חearly 4,500 (3,000 are i ח

 Aח ewspaper isסח t just for reportiח g theח rews as it is, but toזי .ake people mad eח ough tס
- .g about itח. Mark Twai חdo somethi 

: Jews of lndia 

-i חct Jewish Commu חThere are 'three disti 
e-lsraels who have חdia - the Be חl חties i 

ity, the חed the largest commu חalways remai 
d חce formed the seco חסi Jews who חCochi 
. d the lraqi Jews v.1ho חity a חlargest commu 

now form the second largest community. All 
ee sections follow the same religious. ~ the th 

-rituals and recite prayers in Sephardi intona 
. tions 

-deal with the History of the Bene וBefor.e 
lsraels, it is necessary to state here in brief 

-s - Cochi חthe history of the other two sectio 
. is and lraquis ח

: Jews of Cochin 

i Jews used to חcestors of Cochi חThe a 
dia, particularly the Malabar Coast for חvisit l 

rade during the reign of King Solomon, long '. 
dia. There are חl חbefore they settled down i 

dia - (i) the חexodus to l רrs for thei חtwo versio 
tracted them to ~ d a חrich products of the la 
order to escape חd (ii) i חsettle down here; a 

g Kobad חof Ki חg the reig חpersecution duri 
other version חthey fled from Persia . There is a 
e. Whatever חalso that they fled from Pales'ti 

, for their immigration to lndia חbe the reaso 
one fact is clear, that the settlers who arrived 

g 1the first few years were not strangers to חduri 
the country of their adoption. The hospitality 
offered to them by the local people was far 

. thalt offered to the Bene-lsraels חbetter tha 
The very fact that the "Pardeshi" Synagogue 
is separated from the family temple of the 

ly by a wall goes to prove חo חRajas of Cochi 
with which the ancestors חthe love and affectio 

i Jews were received . After their חchi סf the C ס

·• Cochin their contact with th חsettlement i 
-tinued particularly wi·th Spa חforeign Jews co 

ish Jews that חm the Spa סnish Jews. lt was fr 
recite prayers in סthe Cochini Jews learned t 

imparted this חtur חi סs, wh חסati חסt חSephardi i 
training to the Bene-lsraels. ("Pardeshi" means 

ce the Jews had come from חreign - si סf 
be-סd their synagogue came t חforeign la 

.)" gue סown as "Pardeshi Syang חk 

Preamble: 

-d fas חtic a חma סJewry has a r חdia חThe l 
 ciח ating stס ry tס tell iח spiteס f its beiח g aח
. f world Jewry סtext חסthe c חr i סobscure fadt 
-g to a country Which is like a sub חThey belo 

which empires rose, flourished חt i חe חti חco 
ued חti חJews co חdia חished. But the l חd va חa 
try סus big סmolested by r.eligi חlead a life u סt 
 for over twס thס usaח d years. Perhaps it isחס

Jews are חdia חr that the l סaccount of this fact 
. most parts of the world חto Jews i חw סחk חu 
-spite of the free חte that i סחg to חteresti חlt is i 

ed חJews have remai חdia חjoyed, lthe l חm e סd 
re-fathers. The סof their f חסthe religi סfaithful t 

-m סter-marriages is much less c חtage of i חperce 
tries. (lt חt cou חafflue חi חpared to their brethre 

the history that people stick to יfrom חis see 
be סd t רזd te חpersecuted a חwhe חreligio וrthei 

ter-marry when חd quite a few i חus a סirreligi 
.) rship סthey enjoy freedom of w 

t factor to be bor.ne in חother importa חA 
 mind is ·that the lndiaח Jews have adhered tס

the סpr.ecepts and practices of Judaism t ווa 
 bestס f their ability inspiteס f there beingסח

, ther countries ווסRabbi amidst them. ln a 
dulalted by Rabbis. This is סJewish life is m 

Jews have built חdeed creditable. The lndia חi 
ut of which TWENTY ס, gues סag חFORTY ONE Sy 

e חס-SEVEN were built by the Bene-lsraels 
the Eighteenth Century, EIGHTEEN in the חi 

th Century and 'the remaining EIGHT חNinetee 
the Twentieth Century. The first synagogue חi 

. 1568 chin in the yea r סbuilt in lndia was in C 
pulaחס tion סthe p חDue to the heavy drop i 

d few חly to lsrael a חmai חt of emigratio חu סacc 
ada חtries like U.S.A., U.K., Ca חto other cou 

gues has סag חf sy סumber חand Australia, the 
f סy חto TWENTY-SIX, ma חpped dow סdr 

except ח,ya חget a Mi סd it difficult t חwhich fi 
g חd Festivals. Out of the existi חSabbath a חס

g to חagogues, SIXTEEN belo חTWENTY-SIX Sy 
 the Beח e-lsraels, EIGHT tס lraqui Jews (Miח yaח

gues סthe FIVE Synag חi חtatio סged by r חis arra 
chini Jews (Services סCalcutta), TWO to ·c חi 

ly). The חסagogue חare held at Pardeshi Sy 
 lndiaח Jewish populatiס n priס r to the formatioח
 of the State of lsrael, wasס ver 35,000. Due tס
is חas stated earlier, the populatio חסemigrati 
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had travelled from the Provinces in the North 
-of Palestine (in Marathi they used to say "Utta 

rekadil pardeshatun alo"). The bodies of the 
many who wer.e drowned and washed ashore 

-were buried. Men and women were buried sepa 
rately in large graves which exiS't even to this 

-day. lt appears that the ancestors of the Bene 
lsraels fled from Northern Palestine occupied 

. by Ten Tribes who called themselves lsraels 
The Southern part was occupied by the 'tribes 
of Judah and Benjamin who called themselves 
Judahs' . ln about 730 B.C. when the Assyrians ' 

the capital of the State of ,כrcaptured Samari 
t of the lsraelis fled from יsthe Ten Tribes mo 

-the country for fear of persecution and conver 
sion by the Assyrians . Those few who chose to 
remain in the land of their birth intermingled 

--with Assyrians and in course of time inter 
-ter חts of these i חmarried. The descenda 
." s חas "Samari·ta חmarried couples wer.e know 

When Dr. John Wilson told the Samaritans 
e חhis visit to Palesti חסwhom he met while 

and Arabia about the Jews of lndia - the 
e-lsraels , the חd Be חis, the lraquis a חCochi 

 Samaritaח s perhaps fiח diח g a similariי ty betweeח
f סt a letter חe-lsraels se חd the Be חthem a 

 greetings to them through Dr. Wilso.ח
kan חcouples who adopted the Ko חThe seve 

-e חued to call themselves Be חvillages conti 
lsraels for two reasons - (1) they came from 

; e which was called lsrael חthat part of Palesti 
and (2) 'the Muslims who were their neighbours 

e-lsraels but חlndia had resoect for the Be חi 
.) hatred towards the Judahs (Yehudis 

 lח the ar.ticle, "THE BENE-ISRAELS" iח
s .יcthis volume, the late D. J. Samson h 

cestors of חt· the a יs to show tha חreaso חgive 
-g חdia from the Ki חe-lsraels came to l חthe Be 

t from סחd חe a חorth Palesti חחdom of lsrael i 
. gdom of Judah חsouth, the ki 

in support of חThere is one more reaso 
ce חs 1the abse חthis theory, which also explai 

. e-lsraels חgst the Be חims amo חof Coha 

nection completely חor.der to severe co חl 
931-( gdom of Judah, Jeroboam חwith the Ki 

g of the Kingdom of lsrael, forbade910ח­ B.C.), Ki 
-pilgrimages to Jerusalem which was in the King 
, dom of Judah and created fresh prieS'thood 
' f the סto the favour חwhich owed its positio 

: lraqi Jews 

 The aח cestors of this sectioח rcame frזס 1
the Middle East, particularly from Baghdad 

ly came for חabout 200 years ago. They mai 
t חimporta חi חd therefore settled dow חtrade a 
. d Surat וe ar חcities like Bombay, Calcutta, Pu 
 They maiח taiח ed contact with the Jews iח

Baghdad. A Haham from Baghdad would visit 
ce to their lraqi חd give spiritual guida חdia a חl 

. lndia חbrethren, who had set'tled i 

d lraqi Jews חi a חomically, both Cochi חEco 
-e-lsraels. The Sas חthe Be חare better off tha 

ess empire חfamily built up a large busi חsoo 
, Bombay חagogues i חdia. The two i(aqi Sy חl חi 

Bombay חol i סd Jewish Sch חe a חPu חe i חס
. s חds of the Sassoo חwere built out of the fu 

s is still חstittJtio חce of these i חa חte חThe mai 
. s חds left by the Sassoo חfrom the fu חסcarried 

g of חds for the buildi חCalcutta also the fu חl 
d lthe school came from the חagogue a חthe sy 

f the סpurses of a few rich people. The story 
-t . With the excep חBene-lsraels is quite differe 

agogues (which were later חtion of three sy 
24 g חi•ty) the remaini חed by the commu חmaintai 

e Home חסd חe High School a חס, agogues חSy 
-d main חs were built a חd Orpha חfor Destitutes a 
-s re חtributio חs and co חatio חed from the do חtai 
. ity חceived from the members of 'the Commu 

agogues and Prayer חt there are 16 Sy חAt prese 
d חe Home for Destitutes a חס, e School חHalls, o 

s, besides quite a few social clubs , the חOrpha 
-by a com חסistration of which is carried חadmi 

mit'tee elected by the members of the particular 
which חlike those in lraqi sectio חu ח,stitutio חi 

-t respon סחaqed by Trustees who are חare ma 
. sible to any one 

: Bene-lsraels 

the Malabar חחסLike the Jews of Cochi 
-dia, . the Bene חthe State of Kerala, l · חCoast i 
. ity חt commu חcie חa .חlsrael of Maharashtra is a 

of the latter חlike the former the origi חBut u 
d. There is חmystery and lege חis shrouded i 
from father חded dow חha חhowever, a traditio 

e-lsraels were חcestors of Be חthat the a חto so 
-Coast, at Now חthe Konka חסship-wrecked 
t ~ eri lslands abo

1 

 gaon ,ח ear. Heחח ari and Keחח
6 miles (9 .6 Km. as the crow flies) to the Sou1h 
of Bombay about 2,000 years ago. The v:'ord 

ved וly 7 couples surv חwas that o חhanded dow 
e-lsraels חafter the ship-wreck; . that these Be 

. ost but what we have left that counts וot what we have חt is ו
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) n סften his greatest strength - (Emers סA man 's weakness is 

ffered asylum and סugh they were סiii) Th ( 
t persecuted like their brethren in סwere n 

stay סmpelled t סuntries they were c סreign c סf 
-be סple wh סccupied by pe סcali1ties סin the l 
 lס nged tס the lס wer strataס f sס ciety and whס

cial סf the s סwer.e illiterate. This was because 
f lndia which was then very סand caste system 

m the fact סbserved. This is evident fr סstric'tly 
cal Language סke the L סugh they sp סthat alth 

t the standard Marathi as סחMarathi) it was ( 
 spס ken by the high cas'te Hindus. lt was cס llס­

wer caste סken by the l סquial language sp 
day a few Bene-lsraels speak סple. Even t סpe 

. quial סll סt standard but c סחMarathi which is 
wer סf l סple סntact with •the pe סthe c סDue t 

-m סrity c סped inferi סciety they devel סf s סstrata 
henס nist Emissary, whס , a Zi סplex. lsrael C 

llecting funds in 'the סr c סmbay f סhad visi ted B 
ut the Bene-lsrae\s סsay ab סyear 1920, had this t 

have been סugh timidity seems t סBut alth " -
-mmu סf their characteristics while their c סne ס

ung , they have nevertheless סnity was still y 
t סldiers, many סf s סduced a great number סpr 
-r their gallen סm have been distinguished f סwh 
-f a Jewish Tra סurnal סur" . (The J סtry and val 

ls in ססf sch סveller - Page 257) . ln absence 
ng סr a l סse days, they remained ill itera·te f סth 

. time 

men, the סcal w סthe l סmpared t סiv) C ( 
r.e beautiful ano סmen were m סBene-lsrael w 

-n and abduc סti יlesta סattractive. Fearing their m 
. leave thei סwed t סt all סחmen were סn, the w סti 

t t he סf years till they g סr a number סmes f סh 
 cס nfidence thatסח har.m wס uld be dס ne tס

wed סlk. Even after they were all סmenf סtheir w 
men never סuse, the w סf the h סut סve סm סt 

ut סf men till ab סmpany סcially in the c סmixed s 
f the present century. At the סfirst 25 years 

,. cials etc סns, s סf marriages, circumcisi סtime 
me distance סmen sat at s סthe Bene-lsrael w 
r a relative סlk . lf a stranger סm the menf סfr 

return סld them t סmes, they t סcalled at their h 
. me סme back h סafter their male rela1tives had c 

 But the Bene-lsraels didסח t fס rget tס
ver, New Year Day and סbserve Sabbath, Pass ס

 Dayס f Atס nement. The Bene-lsraels came tס
il סwn as " Shanvar Telis " - Saturday סbe kn 
-f the Bene סil presses סmen - since the 
 lsraels were clס sedחס Satur.days. They alsס
f סthe 8th day חסcircumcised the male child 
n סhis birth and recited " KIRYATH SHEM.A." up 

f the סd ססKing , unlike the hereditary priesth 
. Levites 

recite סt t סrg סf time they f סurse סln c 
us rituals and the סf the religi סst סprayers, m 

be three סHebrew language. There appears t 
: r this סns f סreas 

chinis and lraqis they סi) Unlike the C ( 
f the סm the mainstream סlated fr סremained is 

ntacts. This was סf c סr want סJewish cu1ture f 
 because theס riginal S'ettlers didסח t plan· tס

re were סf lndia and ther.ef סthis part סceed t סpr 
ast had seen סnkan C סf K סstrangers. This part 

rms . ln סheavy st סmany ship-wrecks due t 
re 1947ס a ship " S. S. RAMDAS " sank with m 

-m were Bene סf wh סthan 700 passengers three 
m ססlsraels. A Bene-lsrael bride and bridegr 

. its victims סwere als 

. uple wer.e Mr. & Mrs סThe newly married c ( 
n Talkar. The third victim ססRahamim Sass 

.) was Rahamim Benjamin Kandlekar 

ssible that they סre imp סii) lt is theref ( 
f סthis part חסland סuld have planned t סsh 

lndian Region. They were influenced by the 
cial system then prevailing which was foreign סs 

, f dress סde סpted their m סJudaism. They ad סt 
-cal language (Mara סms and l סf the cust סme סs 

identify 1themselves with the סthi). They began t 
f their adoption . The family names סvillages 

wer.e derived from the names of the villages 
i.e. Kehim - Kehimkar, Pen - Penkar, Cheul 

f סn סwever, the assimilati סCheulkar etc . H -
cial mafters סs סnfined t סms was c סca l cust סl 

ad into Jewish סt make any in-r סחnly and did ס

n-observance of the סreligion . Regarding the n 
-f Laeverite Marriage or release the re סrms סf 

state סrce, it is interesting t סf Div סm and סfr 
were סhere that when the Bene-lsraels wh 

n, were ססgue in Rang סf a Synag סmembers 
te סv סm exercising their rights t סdebarr:ed fr 

, bserve Laeveri•te marriages סt סחsince they did 
the Bene-lsraels had filed a suit in the Court 

. exercise their סr permitting them 1t סf Law f ס

te. The learned Judge after hearing סv סright t 
th the sides gave the סm b סthe arguments fr 

f the Bene-lsraels gtating סur סn in fav סdecisi 
-d סbe more m סthat the Bene-lsraels appeared t 

bservance -סn סk and that n סutlo סern in their 
m סt prevent them fr סms did n סut-dated cust סf ס

. being Jews 
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which it חditio חסtal c חt a physical disability but the me סחme is סverc ססg t חThe hardest thi 
. duces חi 

-e חd time that the Be חסThis was the sec 
d חce a חora חlsraels were awakened from their ig 

Marathi חd write i חread a סt ,חlear סt חbega 
' . Hebrew חglish as well as i חE 

Third Renaissance : 

g came after חi חf this awake 1ס-he climax 
 the first Beח e-lsrael Syח agogue was built iח
-gue ser סag חthe year 1796. This Sy חmbay i סB 

f Worship but also סly as the place חt o סחved 
-r. the first time the edu סg place. F חas a meeti 

gether סity to meet t חrtu סpp חסhad a חcated me 
-g the com חd discuss various problems taci חa 

tivated them to acquire more סity. lt m חmu 
 kח owledge abס ut their religioח, ­discuss prס
g חrovidi קity like חmmu סg the c חblems faci 
g חizi חrga ס, s חסugh serm סthr חסJewish educati 

g Hebrew prayers חslati חBiblical classes , tra 
-d secular edu חg Jewish a חvidi סto Marathi , pr חi 

 catiחס to childreח by establishiח g a schסס l, pr-ס
. s etc חrpha סd חr destitutes a סme f סg a h חvidi 
t חof the establishme חסcepti חFrom the very i 

e 1875, Hebrew was made חJu חl i ססof the sch 
-ac חסts. It was חJewish stude סmpulsory t סc 
-i חg of Hebrew that the U חt of this teachi חu סc 

the חcluded Hebrew i חmbay i חversitv of B 
-d Higher Exami חa חSyllabi of the Matriculatio 

. s חatio ח

Publication of Books : 

-e חBe s to the literature by חtributio חCo 
of חslatio חwith a tra חlsraels themselves bega 

, g festivals חg duri חgs su חHebrew Prayers, so 
-al works . The first publi חrigi סto חg i חati חculmi 
e-lsraeח whe 1846ח l was i חby a Be חcatio 
-slated the "lllus חHaeem lsaac Garsulkar tra 

tly quite a few חtrated Haggada". Subseque 
-s חthers published bcoks which were either tra ס
. rks סal w חrigi סMarathi or סt חs of Hebrew i חסlati 

f .::ome of כ-this volume resumes חElsewhere i 
, Ashtamkar חSamso חjami חthe writers like Be 

Muccadam David Divekar, Joseph חda סKamm 
kar are חd Joseph David Pe חEzekiel Rajpurkar a 

 give.ח Namesס fס thers whס cחס tributed t-ס
-der a sepa חu חwards the literature are give 
-d Pub חrs a סder the ti»'e, " Auth חrate article u 

by a חסtributi חסal c חrigi סs". The first חסlicati 
-pub סseph Talkar wh סe-Israel was by 8 . J חBe 

1867. lt may חi וve סח" bar סחd Sa חlished "Gul a 
-r. build סwever, be stated here that seeds f סh 
-d a home for desti חl a ססal sch חmmu סg a c חi 
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d חight a חthe חbed i סg t חre goi סg, bef חrisi 
s. They also observed חסus occasi סreligi ווa חס

ly חwere mai חme סdietary laws scrupulously. W 
ce of the dietary חsible for the observa חסresp 

. us rituals סd religi חlaws a . 

Renaissance : 

, for David Ezekiel Rahabi חt bee סחHad it 
-e חdiscovered " the Be " סi Jew, wh חa Cochi 

ity might חabout 1000 A.D. the commu חlsraels i 
y more חce for ma חora חig חed i חhave remai 

-uld have perhaps gradually disin סyears and w 
, f David Rahabi סthe efforts סtegrated. Due t 
-angu וrecite prayers in Hebrew סt t חthey lear 

d fasts which חd observe those feasts a חage a 
bserve. About 800 years ססrgotten t סthey had f 

n, David סd Abraham Sarg חlater, Michael a 
Barukh Rahabi , Haham Samuel , Judah Oavid 

 Ashkeח azi and fewס thers came from Cס chiח
 tס teach the Beח e-lsraels to recite prayers iח

. Hebrew and in religious rituals 

ce the חf renaissa סThis was the first test 
. e-lsrael had חBe 

Second Renaissance : 

, Hebrew in g prayers חd reciti חסBut bey 
derstand, they חf which they did not u סing חmea 

n סslati חcould not r.ead the Bible since its tra 
-Marathi was not available. lt was the Ame חi 

neries, particularly the סMissi חrican Christia 
-tivated the Bene סwho m ,חסhn Wils סlate Dr. J 

owledge of Bible by חacquire the k סlsraels t 
ls of which ססg Marathi medium sch חpeni סfirst 

tage and חok the best adva סthe Bene-lsraels t 
slating the Genesis and Exodus חby tra חthe 

-into Marathi . (First published in 1819 and re 
l was also 1833ס. A Hebrew Scho חted i חpri 

Alibag in 1827) . But Dr. Wilson did חstarted i 
-ngwith his co 1830ס, he al חnot stop at that. l 

rkers particularly women workers from the סw 
eries used to visit Bene-lsr.ael חסChristian Missi 

-f impart סr the purpose סSaturdays f חסmes סH 
n. He was סwledge and Jewish religi סחg k חi 

clusion of Hebrew חnsible for the i סalso resp 
 laח guage iח the syllabusס f the Matriculatioח
-i חd Higher Examinations of the Bombay U חa 

r instituting the "Joseph Ezekiei סd f חversity a 
". larship סRajpurkar Hebrew Sch 



ther סmet with the same rate like חd the חtury a 
d 1947 there w6re as חals. Between 1877 a חur סj 

dicals published סd per.i חals a חur סy as 20 j חma 
dicals wer-e issued סf peri סuple סce 1947 a c חSi 

al " Maccabi" has חur סly the Marathi j חסbut 
t of חr wa סaay. r סtill-t חסued its publicati חti חסc 

-n !סhe c ~ m סrt fr סcial supp חa חd fi חthusiasm a חe 
 muח ity this jס urח al has switchedס ver tס

. thlv חסf m סstead חi חסquarterly publicati 

Attraction towards stage & screen : 

f which were recited by סgs חסs, s חKirta 
itial חthe i חi חg me חu סf y סg חsisti חסir (c סa ch 

-mpa סmen) acc סg w חu סd later by y חstages a 
music סts gave rise t חstrume חied by musical i ח

ccupied by סtly חa חmi סcalities pred סl חclubs i 
terests חturn cultivated i חe-lsraels . This i חthe Be 

ized by their חrga סdramas חg i חr participati סf 
me סs ,חססstly Muslims. S סm חbrethre חdia חl 

g dramas חced writi חcomme חeducated me 
d directing חg a חi, stagi חdusta חHi חstly i סm 

taking part in them. lt was the חd eve חthem a 
-Muccadam David Haeem Dive חda סlate Kamm 

ldest סf the סder חu סf the F חססds חkar, great gra 
 Beח e-lsrael Syח agס gue, whס iח ­itiated the prס

f סst סd staging dramas, m חg a חf writi סcess 
r Urdu . The late סi חdusta חHi חwhich were i 

as חw ח·כpularly k סkar, p חJoseph David Pe 
d the late חkar a חNatakwala" (Dramatist) Pe " 

-Charac " חw סחVarulkar, well k חסAar חjami חBe 
f סintimate friend חd a חf his time a ס" r סter Act 
-tsteps of DivA ססthe f חwed i סll סdi , f סhrab M סS 

. kar 

ut סg to state here that i ill ab חteresti חlt is i 
, tury חtieth Ce חf the Twe סthe first 30 years 
-m participat סed fr ססd girls were tab חa חme סw 
-m סf the c סuths סdramas. lt was· the y חg i חi 

uth סstaged the first Bene-lsrael Y סmunity wh 
ut a decade סr ab סued it f חti חסd c 1936ח a חDay i 

 that eח cס uraged yס uח g wס men tס participate iח
f this סplays, skits and dramas. The climax 

e-lsrael חg Be חu סY סn has led t סparticipati 
d חa חth lndia סg b חdanci סtake t סt חme סw 

. Beauty Contests חi סd als חa חreig סf 

me סtury, s חth Ce חetee חg the Ni חNOTE : Duri 
d חuld speak a סe-lsraels c חf the Be ס

-tly because as ex חi flue חdusta חwrite Hi 
-gu חthey had learnt the la חArmy me 
-n סey c רtService, which t חage while i 

. me סspeak at H סued t חti 

-g this pe חduri חw סs were s חrpha סd חtutes a 
ciety which סlent S סev חd. The Bene-lsrael Be סri 

nsible סApril 18, 1853 was resp חסrmed סwas f 
. s חסstituti חt i חrta סimp סg these tw חr buildi סf 

: tankars זיShahirs & Ki 

-e חd that the Be סg this peri חlt was duri 
f Shahirs סumber חg them a חסlsraels had am 

me סs חסgs based חסg s חsi סused t סBards) wh ( 
g חduri סly Bible. lt was als סm the H סstory fr 

rmed which סs were perf חd that Kirta סthis peri 
us סr the religi סntributed a great deal f סc 

-pu סst p סple. The m סg the pe חסg am חi חawake 
Samson חוjam חkar was the late Be חlar Kirta 

 Ashtamkar whס perfס rmed the first Kirtanחס
August 8, 1880. At that חס" phet Abraham סPr " 

­~ Se ג-tחס.time the late Ashtamkar was the 
gue. This סag חf Mercy" Sy סf the "Gate סretary 

ed , perhaps חw decli סחhas חof kirta חסstituti חi 
 fס r \'Vaח tס f efficieח t kirtaח l<ar. Hס wever., eveח
d חauthoress a חday Mrs. Rachel A. Gadkar, a סt 
-ever call חkar whe חeducationist acts as a Kirta 
-ry is select סa st חso. (ln a Kirta סed upon to d 

gs by חg the ;o חed from the Bible. After singi 
, ied by musical instruments חa choir accompa 

a prose חkar elaborates the story i חthe Kirta 
rals of the story סctuated with the m חrm pu סf 

" kar is called "Haridas חd kirta סtreated . A qo 
.) d סf G סt חserva ( 

Publication of Periodicals : 

r more סd thirst f חg a חi חWith this awake 
to appear. The חwledge, periodicals bega סחk 

ger broth6r וAshtamkar, you1 חסSams חסlate Aar 
kar, edited the first paper חof the famous Kirta 

1877. Th is חSatyaprakash " (Light of Truth) i " 
-thly maga חllowed by a mo סwas f חpublicatio 

1878 edited by the late חe, "Teruvah" i חzi 
· l סas f יv\ Ashtamkar. This חSamso חjami חBe 

1881 by חlowed by the " Lamp of Judaism" i 
1893 by the חe-lsrael" i חthe same author, "Be 

Pezarkar, " The Friend חסm סl סlate Abraham S 
• 1894 by the late Abraham Reuber חf lsrael " i ס

rship סjekar gave up the edit חBhinjekar (Bhi 
b lsaac סd the late Jac חths a חafter a few mo 

-later became a distinguished law סAptekar wh 
-l סok up the editorship while he was a C סyer t 

d the "lsraelite" edited by חt), a ח_ lege Stude 
Erulkar. The Friend חסm סl סBarrister David S 

-ued publica חti חof lsrael and the " lsraelite" co 
 tion uptס the first quarterס f the Tweח tieth Ce-ח

. ELF ~ g we have to fear is FEAR IT חly thi חסThe 
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Education does not mean teaching people to know what they do not know, 
it means teaching them to behave as they do not behave. (Ruskin) . 

To suit their convenience the lndian Princes had 
to postpone the battles. 

Love for Zion : 

The Bene-lsrael cherished love tor Zion 
.nd ~ from the time they settled down in lndia 

-were eager to visit Jerusalem. The first Bene 
-lsrael to visit Jerusalem were isaac Solc 

mon Ghosalkar and Dr. Joel Samuel Shirkolkar 
. in early 1880. Fourteen years later Mr. and Mrs 

n ו. Jacob Ezekiel Pingle also visited Jerusalem 
the Twentieth Century before the formation 

f the State of lsrael quite a few Bene-lsraels ס
vi sited Jerusalem. This sense of feeling towards 
Zionism was noticed by lsrael Cchen, a 

 Zionist Emissray who visited Bombay iח 1920 .
his book. " The Journal of a Jewish חHe writes i 

-: Page-257 as under חס" Traveller 

" 1 found strong Jewish consciousness and 
a strong desire to take their share in the 
National task of restoring the land of 
lsrael ". 

At a mecting of the community addressed 
-by lsrael Cohen the Bene-lsrae:s contribu 
. ted Rs . 8,000/- towards the Zion!st fund 

Cohen was followed by Madam Pevsner of 
Karen Kayemeth ". Subsequently Dr. Gold " 

-stein visitad Bombay and addressed a meet 
ing of the Bene-lsrael Community. His appeal 
for contribution towwards " Karen Hayesod" was 
well received . Dr. Goldstein was r.esponsible 

-for the establishment of the Bene-lsrael Bran 
-ches of " Kc:ren Hayesod" and " Karen Kaye 

meth ." This was in 1926. ln 1933 Adolf 
Mayers of the " Karen Kayemeth " addressed a 
public meeting of the Bene-lsraels. lt may thus­
be seen that the Bene-lsraels were very 

before the רmuch involved with Zioni sm mucl 
. f thA StatP. of lsrael מestablishment 

lt may be stated here that when the State 
of lsrael was · formed in the year 1948 there 
was an urge among the Bene-lsraels to emi­
grate to lsrael. This urge was not for material 
reasons but spiritual. lt may also be stated 
here that in the early stages when the Youth 
Aliyah was started many Bene-lsrael children 
emigrated to Jsrael much aqainst the wishes of 
their parents . The parents followed them later. 
lt is only latelv that some of the Bene-lsraels 
migrate for material reasons . 
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Change in Profession : 

From farmers and oil pressers some of the 
Bene-lsraels changed their profession. They 
j oined the armies of Angr.es (Navy people) , 
Peshwas (Prime Ministers in Maratha Kingdom, 
who were Chitpawan Brahmins, originally sup­
posed to be Jews) and later the British Army. 
By their valour they rose to high ranks and 
positions in their: respective spheres. They par­
ticipated in Angre-Peshwa, Angre-Siddi and 
Angre-English wars . For these achievements 
some of them got Watans (Gift of lands) , some 
were appointed as Khots (Chief of security 
guards) and some got the title of Naik (Leader). 
A Malekar was given the title of Kotwali by the 
Peshwa and they were known as Khots . Samuel 
Abraham Charikar was given a Watan and was 
awar.ded the title to their surnames. A Wadav-
1<ar was made a killedar of Sagargad by the 
Peshwa and the family name was changed to 
Gadkar. Similarly a Waskar was put in charge 
of a fort near Rohe and his family came to be 
1<nown as Killekar. 

-When the East lndia Company started inter 
-f ering in the lndian politics in the 17th Cen 

i ury, Bene-lsrael youths joined the English 
n the initial stages most of them joined ו. army 

as artisans and soon their fame spread as best 
carpenters . As the building activities in Bombay 
-gathered momentum, their scope widened and 
i hey settled down in Bombay doing the work 

f carpentary . However, few youths prefer.red ס· 
army life. ln 1818 the East lndia Company had 

ut Subhedar Solomon Joseph Umerd9kar and ק
Jamadar G. Umerdekar in charge of Karnala 

. Fort at Panvel and Ra igad For.t respectively 
he Bene-lsrael soldiers have made their mark ד

-while in the armies of Peshwas, East lndia Com 
-pany, British and lndian . Samuel Ezekiel Dive 
-kar, the builder of the first Bene-lsrael Syna ' 

-the rank of a Commandant סgogue rose t 
the highest rank allotted to an lndian by .the 
'East lndia Company. During the British rule 
and later after lndia achieved its independence 
in 1947, 30 Bene-lsraels served in the army 

. their names appear at the end of this article 

-lt is pertinent to state here that lhe Bene 
Jsrael soldiers were so religious that they did ' 

. any account חסt want to violate Sabbath סח



. ciple is always a vice חpri חi חסderati סtemper: is always a virtue ; but m חi חסderati סM 

d 13th May, 1896 had appeared 12חth a חסheld 
. ce חd Fra חU.S.A., U.K. a חJewish papers i חנ

 ) iii) Aח appeal fס r fuח ds tס Jews iח aוו
-e חrld was made by the Be סf the W סparts 
-m סB חmmittee whe סe C חlsrael Plague & Fami 

m 1896 to סbay was ravaged by plague fr 
f Paris סess de Hirsch חסwhich the Bar 1900ס t 

" ­theס Adv חews appeared i חt f 400/- . The חse 
1898 , 25 uary חits Ja חmbay i סdia" , B חf l סcate 

. issue 

f February 16, 1899, the סits issue חiv) l ( 
-lsraelite" had expressed its gratifica חAmerica " 

. results חסati חiversity Exami חat the U חסti 

celebrated the 185th סe-lsraels, wh חThe Be 
-gue סag חldest Sy סiversary of their חחA 

" SHAAR HARAHAMIM" - " GATE OF MERCY " 
ed faithful 1981ח , have r.emai חSYNAGOGUE i 

, refathers - Abraham סof their f חto the religio 
ese Jews who חlike the Chi חb, u סd Jac חlsaac a 

, ut 1 ,500 years ago סst vanished ab סhave alm 
d the חg embraced lslam a חנmost of them hav 

. rest Buddhism 

embraced lslam סese Jews wh חThe Chi ( 
.)" as " Blue Cap Muslims חw סחare k 

? r Ashkenazi סAre we Sephardi 

Neither. But our: teachers were Sephard i 
who taught us Sephardi rituals . David Rahabi 

k is סPrayer Bo סwas a Sephardi . Our Livorn 
, azi teachers חSephardi. We also had Ashke 
-like Hakham David Judah Ashkenazi who com 
. r us סac) f חdar (Alma חpiled a Hebrew Cale 

ur חסge i חcha סחduced ס. tr חwever, i סThey h 
Minhagס me Ashkeח azi prסחס ­uח , but we have s 

, gue litu rgy סag חur Sy חסtroduced i חs i חסciati 
-rah Haftara. Mar סah Haftara , Simhat T חסe.g. J 

 riage service begiחח ring with Beshem Rahamזס
. le Rahamim סM 

-e-lsraels is a mi חThe survival of the Be 
 racleס f Gס d. lt souח ds like a Fairy Tale. Nס

ught סe th חuld have dreamt, leave alo סe w חס

f the first seven couples סs חסerati חthat the ge 
ear חa village חsurvived the ship-wreck i סwh 

-would sur סd years ag חusa סmbay two th סB 
 vive till t-ס day aח d pray iח Hebrew, the la-ח

. gues סd build Synag חf the Prophets a סguage 

 The Bene-lsraels are mainly cחס fiח ed tס
 Maharashtra, whose capital is Bombay aח d tס

. Gujarat, whose capital is Ahmedabad 

-.Contact with Foreign Jews: 

-e-lsrael commu חAs stated earlier, the Be 
f סstream חm the mai סlated fr סed is חnity remai 

tact. The חסf c סt חr wa סthe Jewish culture f 
-David Rahabi visi חtact they had whe חסfirst c 

wed by visits of some סll סted them . This was f 
m Baghdad סd Jews fr חi Jews a חchi סre C סm 

. d Jerusalem חa 

d חread a סt t חthe Bene-lsraels lear חWhe 
ther סglish, besides their m חd E חwrite HebreV11 a 

 tחס gue, cס rrespחס deח ce with their brethreח iח
wards סced. This v11as t חmme סds c חreign la סf 

-d is evi חtur.y a חth Ce חetee חf the Ni סd חthe e 
ews חf letters and סm the exchange סt f r חde 
ities חmmu סf the Jewish C סwith the leaders 
adח accס uח tס f which has appearedחס , a סabr 

f the article, " HllSTORY OF THE סage טthe last 
-r סGATE OF MERCY' SYNAGOGUE" and the c ' 

seph Ezekiel סce with the late J חde סחresp 
this חf which have appeared i סth סRajpurkar, b 

the subject are as חסk. Further particulars ססB 
-: der חu 

-the Re סt t חns were se סgratulati חסi) C ( 
med the נhe assL חverend Dr. H. N. Adler whe 

f the United Hebrew סOffice of the Chief Rabbi 
f the British Empire by סs חסgragati חסC 

and חseph Ezekiel Rajpurkar, Ezra Reube סJ 
. mmunity סf the C סbehalf חסthers סa few 

-ary Cele חf the Cente סt חu סii) The acc ( 
agogue חf Mercy" Sy סf the "Gate סs חסbrati 
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'DIED IN SERVICE : 

JEWS IN THE DEFENCE SERVICES 
(ln the British Army prior; to 1947 and after lndia became an independent nation) 

SERVING OFFICERS : 

. Engineers R. J. Mordecai . Lt. Col . 1 

). A.S.C ( Corps Service Army E. M. Daniels Major . 2 

. lnfantary Daniels . M . H Major . 3 

. lnfantary B. M. Daniels ajor rv4 . ן 
. Signals S. J. Mordecai Major . 5 
. Artillery Jacob Reuben Major . 6 

. Force Air Flt. Lt. A. Reuben . 7 
. lnfantary D. Joseph .וMajor . 8 

: RETIRED 

lnfantary. 1. Lt. Gen. J. F. R. Jacob 
) Bangladesh War. Fame) (From Cochin ( 

2. Rear-Admiral B. A. Samson 
. 3. Major-Gen. J. R. Samson A.V.S.M 

) 4. Brigadier David Abraham (Jabalpur 
5. Lt. Col . R. J. Solomon 
6. Lt. Col . M. A. lsaac 
7. Lt. Col . J. Abraham 
8. Major E. R. Sampson 

ri9 ר. Major M. J. Shallo 
10. Major R. M. Reuben 

) 11 . Major M. S. Daniels (Secunderabad 
12. Sqn . Leader E. Hyames 
13. Sqn. Leader Charles Samson 
14. Wing Commander George Judah 
15. Lt. Col. C. A. Elias 
16. Flt. Lt. N. A. David 

lndian Navy. 
Engineers. 
Army Service Corps (A.S.C.) 
lnfantary. 
Army Service Corps (A.S.C.) 
Army Service Corps (A.S.C.) 
Engineers. 
Signals. 
lnfantary. 
Artillery. 
Air Force. 
Air Force. 
Air Force. 
Army Service Corps (A.S.C.) 
Air Force. 

SETTLED IN ISRAEL : 

. 1ndian Navy 
. Engineers 

. lnfantary 

. nfantary ו

. Air Force 

. Air Force 

1. Commodore S. M. Samuel 
2. Col . G. Benjamin 
3. Major J. M. Kollet 
4. Major J. Ralph 
5. Wing Commander J. M. Joseph 
6. Wing Commander lsaac Ezekiel 

lnfantary. 
Artillery. 

1. Lt. Col . J. M. Jhirad 
2. Lt. Col . E. M. Elijah 

DIED WHILE UNDER TRAINING : 

Air Force. 1. Flt. Cadet Nissim E. Jacob Gadkar 

 MISSING IN INDO-PAKISTAN WAR OF ·ן 971 :

Air Force. 1. Flt. Lt. L . M. Sassoon 

. is not to reject reason but to go beyond it. - Dr. Radhakrishnan וTo be spiritua 
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-dly re חסf . Ezekiel Talkar is f סThe late Pr 
. sight חus i סr his religi סmembered as " RABBI" f 
-grega חסthe c חstilled i חice i סus v סdi סis mel ~ 

w. He סחd חfi סity that is hard t חlem סa s חסוt 
d emphasised where חd Hebrew well a ססderst חu 

ut סess with dev חrgive סr f סd cried f חecessary a ח
read the סvited t חf . Ezekiel was i סhumility. Pr 

y mar.riages חr very ma סSHEBA BERAKHA" f " 
" SUCCATH SHELOMO " סvited t חd was i חa 

r Sabbath Services סe, f חSYNAGOGUE, Pu 
-ducted the re חסever time permitted. He c חwhe 

of the חsecratio חy at the co חus ceremo סligi 
d at Dr. E. Moses Road חe-lsrael Burial Grou חBe 

. 1927 uary חJa חi 

PROMINENT PERSONALITIES OF THE PAST 

. Prof. EZEKIEL MOSES EZEKIEL TALKAR, B.A., LL.B., J.P 

.) cy Magistrate חorary Preside חHo ( 

f his wealth the late סd because חt , a חmercha 
as חw סחProf. Ezekiel Moses Ezekiel was k 

SHETU MASTER" (Rich Teacher) . As was the '· 
d חa חhe always wore a gold chai ,חpractice the 

gers. But later the family חall his fi חסgs חri 
e time " SHETU חסd at חed a חwealth decli 

-d חm the la סfr חa סtake a l סl'JIASTER" had t 
 lס rd tס r his Educatiחס. Wheח tryiח g tס returח
g חd duri חt be traced a סחuld סrd c סdl חit, the la 
-ex חd difficult search , he had eve חg a חסthe l 

fס his sס.ח . Ezekiel repaid it t סPr סpir.ed . S 
" fחס" Shaare Ras סg a member חBesides bei 
d חf which he was a Trustee a סgue סag חSy 

f " SHAAR סa member סt, he was als חPreside 
t of חd Preside חHARAHAMIM " SYNAGOGUE a 

r סthe BENE-ISRAEL BENEVOLENT SOCIETY f 
. a few years 

1936 at the ripe חhe passed away i חWhe 
ged at his חסds thr חage of 76 years thousa 

. mage סpay their last h סeral t חfu 

-augu חr the i סice f סpular. ch סHe was the p 
29th חס" gue סag חral service at the " New Sy 

th סbe the Shabu סed t חMay, 1925 which happe 
 Day. He delivered a sermחס at the cחס secratiחס

-f " MAGEN ABRAHAM " SYNAGO סy חceremc 
 GUE, Ahmedabadחס September 2, 1934. As aרז
-d חwds by the hu סs drew cr חr, his ser.mo סrat ס

mplained סc חסgregati חסfact the c חd i חreds a 
. e every Sabbath חסg חt givi סf his n ס

n High סb Sasso סHe taught at the Sir Jac 
. cipal חd retired as its Pri חr 34 years a סl f ססSch 

f Hebrew at St. Xaviers ס. f סn. Pr סHe was the H 
College for 14 years and Hebrew Examiner of 

-d Punjab Universities. He has seve חBombay a 
- his creditח (i) Bene-lsraels i סks t ססral B 
- dia, (ii) Osar lsraelס dlumes publisheי 2 v חl 

s status 'חme סW חסin U.S.A. and (iii; Treatise 
-ical Liter.ature, etc . He was well ac חRabbi חi 

." quainted with "Talmudic Lore 

m סNicknamed " Shetu Master", he came fr 
-d trust חus a סding prestige ס/a wealthy family h 

ns during the British rule. His great סsiti סed p 
seph lsaac Talkar סgrand-father, the late J 

-the 12th Regi חned Officer. i סwas Commissi 
ment of the East lndia Company in 1800. His 
grand-father the late Ezekiel Joseph Talkar 

unders סf the f סne סf repute and סwas an artist 
of " SHAARE RASON " SYNAGOGUE which was 

, gue" . His father סas " New Synag חthen know 
ses Ezekiel Talkar was a wealthy סthe late M 

. reau סNot until we are lost do we begin to understand ourselves. - Henry D. Th 
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Mrs. ABIGAEL E. MOSES (Rajpurkar) 

B.A., S.T.C., T.D. 

4-4-1894 - 17-7-1934 

ding חd ha חa חסg1es she had חg the ba חvi סrem 
ld was סse days g סln th חס.r aucti סf ~ ve סthem 

la; but her unprecedented סnly Rs. 20/- per t ס
d the חse a חסus resp סtane חסked sp סv חact i 

n סcti נn. The al סccasi סthe סity rose t חmmu סc 
se early סf Rs. 4,000/- (in th סfetched a sum 

f the 8th סt חyears). She was elected Preside 
nference held in 1924. The Jafe סe-lsrael C חBe 

f the Bene סt חses was Preside סMrs. Abigail M 
years סn Fund for tw סce Educati חfere חסlsrae/ C 

its management com חסbe סntinued t סand c 
. r severa/ years סmittee f 

 She schס oled at High Schסס l for lndiaח
-Cot חסm Wils סd graduated fr חe a חGirls - Pu 

mbay. Then she taught in the same סlege - B 
l in Pune. While yet in service she passed ססsch 

d later became Head-mistress at חher S.T.C. a 
-1921 she pass חe. l חl - Tha ססA. V. Girls Sch 
-d return חa חסd חסn in L סed her T.D. examinati 

cipal of High Schoo/ for חf Pri סed to the post 
dian Girls - Pune. She married Dr. E. Moses חl 

 iח 1922 .

stant חrater she captured i סg חdi חutsta סAn 
. d held the audience spell-bound חa חסti חatte 

she uraed the -חf actio סman סShe was a w 
d make חmmittee to improve the cemetery a סc 

iterary וtake to סer. She urged Jews t חit clea 
f the immortal works סme סd praised s חrks a סw 

. e-lsraels חof Be 

She urged the youth to enthusiastically 
d חwork for communal welfare and face trials a 

the חg dow חd "to bri חtribulations bravely a 
, s חdemned superstitio חWalls Of Jericho" She co 

. orance חd ig חfalse pride a 

g before חסs libber l ח'She was a wome 
. others woke up to its reality 

position of women חסN.B. - Her views 
this Book חamong the Jews appear elsewhere i 

." e-lsrael Women חder the title "Be חu 

g חi חa shi ,רof actior חHere was a woma 
educating חterest i חi חality with a kee חso ·וpe 

1917 she was חBene- lsrael youth. Way back i 
tal in חe of the Leaders who was instrume חס

ce חfere חe-lsrael Co חof the Be חrmatio סthe f 
s/Scholarships to חd to give loa חEducation Fu 

take up סg students t חenab!e poor but deservi 
S.econdary, Technical , Commercial , lndustrial 

of חg the Sessio חand higher education. Duri 
25th חסference held חthe First Bene-Jsrael Co 

-ded the reso חshe seco חDecember, 1917 whe 
lution, she gave an emotional speech that 

 moved the delegates iח to immediate actioח.
She initiated the fund collection by charitably 

. is סA Marir -
. e's opinion but rather to know it חd o חt to defe סחt is חargume חa חThe difficult part i 
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ADVICE TO THE YOUTHS WHO DESIRE TO DEVOTE SOME OF THEIR TIME FOR SOCIAL 
AND COMMUNAL WORK 

its חוt סחd חits back a חסes חסtakes its rittle 
ther, birds as it flies high up in the סclaws like 

gs has חits wi חסars סair. The skylark, as it s 
. the earth חסest חher חסd eyes up חits heart a 

ar high סs סthe same way while we aspire t חl 
-r סt f סחuld סwe sh חס,f educati סgs חthe wi חס

ple who are סpe חw סur סget that there are 
ourselves חate tha חfortu חre u סd m חweaker. a 

d we should always remember that it is our חa 
g with us. The חסlift them up al סsacred duty t 

f helping סstead חd i חus, 1 admit , a סtask is ardu 
by חw סrise we may be dragged d סthers t ס

f סw. The life סm bel סrce fr סetic f חgreater mag 
. t exist סes n סeybee as an individual d חסthe h 

ity. Be it חmmu סne with the life of its c סlt is 
-r, the individual bee regu ססr p סus סprosper 
-its super סrdance t סlates its needs in strict acc 

. verty סfluity or p 

-m these insig סlearn fr סg t חthi סHave we n 
? nificant creatures 

-rtant ex סme imp סw are s סReproduced bel 
. cerpts from the Presidential address of Mrs 

 Abigail E. Mס ses at the 8th Bene-lsrael C-חס
: 1924 December חce held i חfere 

ity חmmu סthe c חvices i סwe are n חWhe " 
pe סf h סlleges, full סd c חls a ססm sch סfresh fr 

-n סw סts, we feel we can d חe sentime חand fi 
d as if by a magic חity a חmmu סur c חסders i 

rt סa sh חa higher level i סd raise it t חwa 
-thusiasm all the diffi חf e סse days סth חtime. l 

culties, seem to melt away in the beautiful 
-we are ac חbut, whe ,חסati חf imagi סworld 
, face with difficulties סtually brought face t 

and find we חsitio סwe realise our p 
heads חw סf breaking our סces חhave more cha 

not סd וrance. Still סst ign חcking agai סby kn 
despair. 1 have been cherishing views as a 
well-wisher of community and feel certain 

 that by our uח ited efforts the walls of Jerichס
, The eagle, the king of birds .חw סme d סwill c 

DANIEL ABRAHAM SATAMKAR 

ve of the סand he became a rich man. But his l 
ne-tenth of סr. made him give more than ססp 

the different institutions in the סrtune t סhis f 
ue of וCommunity. Being fully alive to the va 

-education, he helped the Bene-lsrael Confer 
d with Rs. 2,500/-, The cries חence Education Fu 

f widows and orphans touched the tender ס

­/ 7,500 . rd of his heart and he donated Rs סch 
to the Home for Destitutes and Orphans. He 

rtgaged his own property to help the Home סm 
-eed bears an eloquent testi חat the time of its 

ve of סmony to his spirit of self-sacrifice. His l 
-Jeru סthe Holy land made him take a tour t 

ated Rs. 500/- to 1921חס, where he d חsalem i 
. ur of his visit סciation in hon סthe Zionist Ass 

-Daniel was kind and gene ח,As a ma 
, ugh rich סd accessible. Th חrous, sociable a 

. t even a grain of pride in him סחthere was 

day, the firm of M/s. D. Abraham & Sons סT 
e of the leading fir.ms of Shipping חסLimited is 

Customs House Agents and also as IATA & 
Agents. This firm is managed by Samuel 

n Abraham סg with Aby Aar חסD. Abraham, al 
s of the חסses Abraham, grands סand Donald M 

. late Daniel Abraham Satamkar and cthers 

On 31st October, 1926 there passed away 
from the stage of life Daniel Abraham 
Satamkar, who figured so prominently in the 

. mmunal philanthrophy סnarrow field of c 
9th חחסbor was Abraham iel חDa 

August, 1869 without any advantage of birth or 
g to poverty, he was obliged to חfortune. Owi 

early age. He חtake up an employment at a 
worked in Bombay Port Tr.ust for about ten 

wever, made סh י, years. 1-lis love of adventure 
-mmerce, and estab סC סtion t חhim tu rn his atte 

ame חlished a firm of shipping agents under tne 
 " MESSRS. D. ABRAHAM & SONS" iח 1905 .

him חסDuring the World War-1 fortune smiled 

. without imagination is like a bird with out wings. - Wilhelm Raabe חA ma 
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Dr. SAMUEL SATKEL VARULKAR 

.) g, by the mob חi חow Kasturba) from bur (חwho with tact saved the Arthur Road Hospital חTh'e ma ( 

ts, they were put to death by administering חe 
. order to car.ry out postmortem חi ח,poiso 

e afternoon. Dr. SAMUEL SATKEL חO 
ding to the patients as חVARULKAR was atte 

ly there were shouts of 'burn the חusual. Sudde 
d when Dr. Varulkar came out from חhospital' a 

-the ward he saw a very big mob in the com 
atur.e, Dr. Varulkar was a brave חd. By חpou 

the army חAdd to this, he had served i ח.ma 
g the חi חas a doctor for 32 years, before joi 

-he heard the alle חArthur Road Hospital. Whe 
-was being ad חgation of the mob that poiso 

ministered to plague patients, he immediately 
t inside, brought the bottle of n·1edicine חwe 

meant for the plague patients and drank it in 
-the presence of the mob. The mob being satis 
, istered חg admi חfied that poison was not bei 

. t away peacefully חwe 

d חfor this act of tact a חot bee חHad it 
ly חot o חthe part of Dr. Varulkar חסbravery 

but חt dow חthe hospital would ha\fe been bur 
also the doctors, the nurses and others in the 
hospital premises would have succumbed to 

juries. He carried out his duties in the חi חbur 
. ty years חver twe סhospital for well 

-a חHe was a member of Tiphereth lsrael Sy 
Treasurer, kept its ac7 ח.Ho חd as a חgogue a 

:-~ ffic סg for the חusly - somethi סcounts meticul 
. stitutions to emulate חthe i חbearers i 

d חThe late Mr. Varulkar was born in 1839 a 
. f 82 years סld age סpassed away at the ripe 

-t was the year 1896. Just after the Bene ז

ns סary Celebrati חte חeted the Ce זmp סlsraels c 
agogue, Bombay חf Mercy" Sy סof the "Gate · 

-st fatal disease - Pla סced the m חcity experie 
. iury חd of the ce חgue, which lasted upto the e 

g of this deadly חln order· to prevent the spreadi 
ged to send חt had arra חme חdisease, the Gover 

d the city חt arou חa party of searchers, who we 
. Arthur Road Hospital סg such patients t חbri סt 
f סe. Members חeasy o חThis task was not a 
-g the pati חthe public felt that instead of curi 

AARON BENJAMIN KANDLEKAR 

agogue to the extent that it is חment of the Sy 
". gue סtalked of as "Kandlekar's Synag חofte 

us reaaer. with a huge סHe was a voraci 
n. He סthe Jewish Religi חסks סf bo חסcollectio 

agogue premises חthe Sy חסhoused his library 
uld also share his books and סthers c סso that 

 knס wledge. He also donated a Sepher-Torah tס
. gue סthe Synag 

-impor חThe late Kandlekar, played a 
ent building for חtant role in procuring a perma 

-gue. The Manage סthe Tiphereth lsrael Synag 
ut סllected ab סment of the Synagogue had c 

ns and סnati סhalf the required amount through d 
fund raising drives, etc. Seeing the problem 
Kandlekar willingly advanced the balance 

. 1924 ng was purchased in aדזand the bui 
-k an active part in the manage סKandlekar to 

. t sure who we are, we are uneasy סחWhen we are 
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e-lsrael children חr this the Be סl. But f ססsch 
trudge all the סd it difficult t חu סuld have f סw 

ted סm סpr סKandlekar als .חסMazga סway t 
 aח d wס rked fס r the benefitס ­f the Jewish Cס

mmittee member סd was its c חk a חperative Ba ס
. r several years סf 

w סחl ססse days the lsraelite Sch סln th 
ol had a סrie Sch ססas, Sir Elly Kad חw סחk 

) nly סl ססe (Primary Sch וb Cir.c סranch at Jac נt 
where lived several Jewish families. But due 

sed סt cl חance the manageme חinadequate fi סt 
n סk up ססdlekar t חKa סin 1928. S חw סit d 

g the חtinui חסf c סus task סner סhimself the 

Dr. JOSEPH BENJAMIN BAMNOLKAR 

f Madhya סd Secretary חl a ססDeaf & Mute Sch 
 Nishedhak Maח dal frס m 1901 tס 1948 .

-f the First Bene סtship חDuring his Preside 
, December חmbay i סference held at B חסlsrael C 

ce Education חfere חסe-lsrael C 1917ח, the Be 
which he donated סaugurated t חd was i חFu 

ts , the late חry of his pare סmem חRs. 1 ,800/- i 
d Mrs. Sipporabai חlkar a סBamn חDr. Benjami 

Capt. Aaron חס,olkar. His s חBam חBenjami 
seph was in the lndian Army and served in סJ 

tamia during the סp סd Mes חPalestine, Egypt a 
seph is סn -.l סSams חס,ther s 1914-18ס war. His 

. pist סa Philanthr 

 The late Dr. Bamסח lkar had written aח
-m סe-lsrael C חthe Be חסinteresting retrospect 

munity which was published in the Bene-lsrae1 
k, 1917-18, published by ססd Year B חAnnual a 

. the late Miss R. Reuben 

, 30 May חסlkar passed away סחDr. Bam 
. 1951 

-lkar of Ahme סseph Benjamin Bamn סDr. J 
f the סorary Secretary חסdabad was (i) the H 

-t חngress during the Preside סlndian National C 
-f Shri Surendranath Banerjee; (ii) a mem סship 
-um חr a סicipality f חber of the Ahmedabad Mu 

ber of years; and (iii) also associated with the 
 All lח dia Medical Licenciates Associatioח-

, ciety סAhmedabad Municipality, Red Cross S 

ALEC MOSES ELIJAH (Kamarlekar) 

lndia and חlving " i סmes in "Creative Problem S 
abroad. The fact that he was in great demand 
for organising such programmes prcved that 
his programmes were very highly apprecia1ed 

. ad סded, both here and abr חd comme חa 

Foreign Assignments : 

i) "The ( חסs חvited to lead sessio חHe was i 
-terweave of Syntropy and TA" at the interna חl 

tional conference of the European Association 

ity חthe commu חe of the few i חסAlec was 
ational fame חwho had earned national and inter 

as the director of the lnstitute of Creative 
ed חw סחof the re חסDevelopment. He v1as the s 

. al and social worker, the late K חcommu 
1971 stitute in חM. Elijah. He established the l 

stitute of its חd i חih Pune, which is the seco 
. dia חl חkind i 

ve years זf the last twe סg the course חDuri 
-dred program חAlec had presented nearly hu 

.) Seneca ( -ח.Fire is the test of gold; adversity of strong me 

108 



g firms. He חeeri חgi חf two other e סard סthe B 
dry חu סal F חatio חter חdia at the l חted l חreprese 

-ter חd at the l 1961ח a חa i חחVie חce i חfere חCo 
sium at Amsterdam in סpper Symp סal C חסati ח

f his very tight schedule Alec 1970ס. lnspite 
-m סto the c חסti חte his atte סdev סd time t חfou 
g חdi חu סf the f סrk. He was a member סity w חmu 
 committee of ORT lח dia, Jewish Welfare Ass-ס

-f the Bene סa and Li fe member חססf P חססciati 
-d repre חd a חlsrael Conference Education Fu 
-ter חthe l חסחסi חus U סted the Jewish Religi חse 
-gres סfor Pr חסi חrld U סard of the W סal B חסati ח

. 1962-1970 m סsive Judaism fr 

וח March 1984, the Jewish Welfare Ass-ס
-ews חad presented a quarterly רa, l ססחP ח,ciatio 
g חvi סu" . Alec was the m חletter, " Mikhtav Shela 
d חסAfter the sec חס.d its publicati חspirit behi 
, 1984 e חearly Ju חf the quarterly i חסpubl icatio 

15-6-84 at the חסAlec suddenly passed away 
. f 64 years סage 

, d חgla חE ח,alysis at Brighto חal A חsactio חof Tra 
del " at Creativity Week סii) " The SYNTHINK M ( 

-tre for Creative Leader חsored by the Ce חסsp 
. re, N.C. U.S.A סsb חship, at Gree 

: Author & Journalist 

g חlimited" is havi חg U חki חk " Thi סHis bo 
, ada חdia, Ca חl חi חסurable recepti סa very fav 
-y. He edit חd West Germa חited States a חthe U 

til חker" u חpic Thi סtr חd published " The Sy חed a 
-al read er חסternati חhad an i ~ 1978. This pape 

. ship 

 He was a memberס f the Creative Educatioח
d regular member of חof U.S.A. a חdatio חu סF 

. f lndia סciety סsactional S חthe Tra 

d was חAlec was a Meta llu rgical engineer a 
. etallurgy .rז r סawarded the Hadfield medal f 
Prior to the estabח tס f his lח stitute iח lishme 
-a חd Ma חdustry a חi חgaged i 1971ח , he was e . 

Director וt for 30 years. He was Technica חgeme 
 ·ס f a metallurgical firm in Bס mbay and alsoחס

MOSES SAMUEL (Penkar) 

Justice of the Peace : 

f the " Gate סt a member סחAlthough he was 
ס f Mercy" Syח agogue he was maiח ­ly respחס

 sible for briח giח g abס ut a cס mprס mise betweeח
saving a חparties which resulted i סthe tw 

ney סgue m סag חf the Sy סsiderable amount חco 
-f l iti ga סt by way חuld have been spe סwhich \'V 

wer סp חn. lt may be recalled that the party i סt i 
 iח the Syח agס gue wanted tס coח struct a Ce-ח

-/ 60,000 . f Rs סst סestimated c חt ral Hall at a 
ly Rs(ח . 70,000/- the חסgue had סthe Synag ( 
-rm סf חArchitect i חg a חsulti חסkar, after c חPe 

gue that the סag חf the Sy סt חageme חed the Ma 
tral Hall חsed Ce סp סg the pr חstructi חסf c סst סc 

Rs. 1,25,000/-. This חt be less tha סחwould 
-r סuld have to b סgue w סt that the Synag חmea 
, it חסterest חd pay i חw atleast Rs. 65,000/- a סr 
t חageme חately the Ma חrtu סded. F חtill it was refu 

give up thei r סagogue agreed t חof the Sy 
. scheme 

kar died at a very חfo rtunately Pe חU 
. g age חyou 

. v of Prof . E 1וses Samuel Penkar, nephe סM 
f the few who סM. Ezekiel Talkar was one 

-ity be חmmu סf the c סr the welfare סrked f סw 
· f the סe. He was a member חd the sce חhi 

gue and was its סag חSHAARE RASON " Sy " 
. r several years סSecretary f חס.rustee and H ז

st itutions חther i סassociated with סHe was als 
-mmunity i.e. The Bene-ס lsrael Benev סthe c חi 

. ol etc סt Society, The lsrael ite High Sch 1חe 

. rget it סever f ח, ever remember it ; if you receive one ח, fer a benefit סחlf you c 
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) Mrs. DIANA MOSES EZEKIEL (Talkar 

) 1974 e חd Ju 24 1898- 2חth December ( 

ded חu סd her well-wishers f 1957ח she a חl 
ver סk ססciety which t סS חסthe Adarsh Educati 

. f 'Vijay Vidyalaya ' but Mrs סsibility חסthe resp 
ciated with it till סed actively ass חEzekiel remai 

. her death 

-thusia 1931ח that this e חlt was actually i 
-ist started her career as head חסstic educati 

the premises חחסl r·u ססr sch סi חf a ju סmistress 
gue. Later she סag חf the Tiphereth lsrael Sy ס

-d the Saras חl a ססrge Sch סg Ge חed the Ki חi סj 
l ססsch חw סg he r; חre establishi סl bef ססwat Sch 
-gres סd pr חa חder סpractice her m סt חput i סt 

 sive ideasחס childre'ח s educati.חס

dary Teachers חסe her Sec חסShe had d 
 Cס urse aח d was amחס g the fס rtuח ate few whס
-ducted by Ma חסurse c סg c חi חded a trai חatte 

- rieס uח derס f the M-חס the f סtess חסdame M 
 tessס rie methס dס f Pre-Schסס l Educatiחס.

f the סg חdi חdersta חate u חחlt was her i 
ve סg l חwi סverfl ס, d her חa חf childre סgy סl סpsych 

r them that made her a successful teacher סf 
. d teachers alike חts a חrevered by stude -

e-lsrael חf the Be סrmative years סthe f חl 
-active mem חdal Mrs. Ezekiel was a חStree Ma 

tly held חffice-bearer. She freque חסd a חber a 
f סdards חbetter the sta סw t סh חסs חסdiscussi 

d חa חme סJewish families specially w 
 childreח.

-dly remem חסabai Ezekiel , as she is f חDia 
 bered was aח ambitiס us educatiחס ist aח d iח
' l 'Vijay Vidyalaya ססsch חw 1941ס set up her 
ngriסס l that started with just twס . The sch סat D 
-a full סt חded i חll rapidly expa סits r חסpupils 

 fledged primary schסס l eח tirely due tס the u-ח
ised חrga ססf Mrs. Ezekiel wh סrts סg eff חtiri 

, dedly חgle ha חs and charity drives si חסcti חfu 
al חסsee the educati סfulfil her desire t סly t חס

the סcater t סf the deprived classes . T סwelfare 
g חri סduced tail סtr חf her waras she i סeeds ח

ts חits premises which prepared stude חסclasses 
. ma סised Dipl חg סvt. rec סr G סf 

AARON DAVID SHAPURKAR 

-st mem סiorm חf the se סe חסDavid is חסAar 
gue. After the סag חf Mercy" Sy סf " Gate סber 

as וFcholkar, he חf late A. M. Chi סg away חpassi 
def סg prayers at "R חducti חbeen regularly co 

rary סחסh חa חce 1962 i חagogue si חm" Sy סShal 
d there after חyears a חut eleve סr ab סcapacity f 

. rarium סחa small ho חס

re he סd theref חa 'חve is 'Educatio סHis fi rst l 
 had cחס ducted aח umber of Hebrew & Religiחס

-m סthe c חf youths i סefits חr the be סclasses f 
e זsi.derao חסc ated חסd סd has als חity a חmu 
, s חtutio דst חi al חסeducati סf sums t סt חu סam 

. ity חd outside the commu חa חth i סb 

. t חur advertiseme סis y חסversati חסur c סd or ill, y ססFor g 
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-e חate, that we, Be חfortu חdeed very u חlt is i 
fifty or sixty years חot go back eve חחJsraels ca 

d חa חprecisio חthe history of our people wit חi 
of several חauthority. The history of the origi 

-g be חs dati חstitutio חt i חof our most importa 
d חto very few, a חw סחtury is k חd half a ce חyo 

night be ~ a few years more the same חwithi 
. t of a correct record חfor wa חto oblivio חost i ו. 

SOME IMPORfANT INSTITUTIONS 

) 1853 ( THE BENE-ISRAEL BENEVOLENT SOCIETY 

. Some forgotten chapters in the recent history of the Bene-lsraels 
.) d D. S. Erulkar, Bar-at-Law חts by Judah Shalome a חCompiled from some old docume ( 

. e, 1918 issues חm "THE ISRAELITE " in its February, May & Ju סduced are excerpts fr סRepr 

. g by statistics except the t ruth חythi חve a סpr חca ו

der the 1858ח, u ,.12חth Ja חסg held חMeeti 
. D.D., F.R.S ,חסWils חf Dr. Joh סtship חPreside 
f סst סrs ' list it appears that m סחסm the d סFr 
t חe חmi סe-lsraels, pr חBe חסח-rs were סחסthe d 

or חver סe-G חסst חrd Elphi סg whom were L חamo 
bert סmbay, Sir R סf B סrd Bishop סmbay, L סf B ס

, eral Charles Wardington חr Ge סMaj חס,Hamilt 
-d סt, R רJ. D. lnvaririty, Captain W. F. Marrt 

lonel סn, C ססzie Esq. , David Sass חrique Macke 
manjee Framjee Cama, Bayramjee סland, B סA. R 

hn Campbellס l-ס " , J. W. Musprett, C סy, J סJeejibh 
. hn Ritchie, B. H. Ellis and W סnel J. Grant, J 

. Macaulay 

The fifth annual report was read at the 
January 31 , 1859, which חסAnnual Meeting held 

ses Rev. Dr. Wilson as the Chairman סdiscl 
-n סugh the Presidentship c סof the Meeting, th 

. ba David סvest in Succ סtinued t 

-st Bene סr,tunately this Society like m סUnf 
t escaped frcm petty סחns had סlsrael lnstituti 

nal סpers סdisputes and differences leading t 
. attacks even in its infancy 

e-lsrael חm Be סf help fr סThe paucity 
rt. Relief was סf in the rep סmplained סis c 

. ns 22ס pers סgranted t 

ntains סe and c חסng סrs ' list is a l סn סThe d 
te at the time. Besides the סחy persons of חma 

rd Bishop סd the L חne a סst חrd Elphi סr L סחver סG 
t חthis list Viscou חmbay, there appear i סf B ס

, A. Malet .חסH. W. Reeves, H חס.n, H סDang 
. rge Wellesley, W סry Davien, Sir Ge חSir He 

. y Esq סbh ססHart, C. S. Mangaldas Nath 

after this חke סf material is br סOur thread 
ur סr סrt available f סext rep חrt, and the סrep 

g the Eighth חr the year 1861 bei סguidance is f 
ciety. There appears סf the S סrt סual Rep חAn 

f סnel חסthe pers חge i חcha סחto have been 
mmittee סaging C חthe Office-bearers and the Ma 

ame from the חe חסof חסr the deleti סexcept f 
latter which dwindled from six members in 

. ur in 1861. Rev. Dr סfive in 1858 and f 1857ס t 
. be the Chairman סntinued t סc חסWils 
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mmunity may סlt is with this view that the C 
f ססf tw סry סrrect hist סre them a c סhave bef , 
-mmu סur C סf סs חסt instituti חrta סst imp סthe m 

ity, that we crave leave to lay before them the ח

-rita סwhat auth חסfollowing few facts based 
. sal סtive material we have at our disp 

: he Bene-lsrael Benevolent Society ד

, iel Pezarkar חDa Abraham 1853 ln 
d Satkel חSamuel Kehimkar a Haeem 

g the hardships חkar, realisi סBenjamin Chandga 
ס f dire pס verty prevailing iח a large sectiחס

rt סme s סmmunity, decided to start s סf the C כ<

f סrtunes סf publi.c charity whereby the misf ס
-or might be alle סthe deserving Bene-lsrael p 
-d their prospects bettered . After con חviated a 
-f the Commu סsulting several other members 

t Society" was חle סnity. "The Bene-lsrael Benev · 
f June, 1853. As far as סthe 1 st חס-started 

t of חveme סwe are aware this was the first m 
g the object חple, havi סits kind among our pe 

-d help חf the poor a סf relieving the distress ס
d חd aged a חs a חrpha סless widows, supportless 
-m סmmunity. The C סf the C סincurable members 
-f (i) Succoba David Shah סnsisted סmittee c 
-t) , (ii) Haeem Samuel Kehim חpurkar (Preside 

kar (Secretary) and (iii) Satkel Beniamin 
-m סther C סkar (Treasurer) and six סChandga 

dan סe of whom was Kamm חס, mittee members 
-suc סMuccadam Ezekiel Abraham Divekar, wh 

cle David Samuel Divel<ar as חceeded his u 
" Muccadam" of the "Gate of Mercy חda סKamm " 

 Synagס gue iח 1846 .

rts were not סual rep חחThe first three a 
t published . Tne סחavailable as these were 

ual חurth annual report was read at the An סf 



-di חd these were lamentably i חconsideration, a 
". d disease חt both from old age a חge 

The present object of the Society is that " 
g the חds for establishi חt fu חg sufficie חof collecti 

g a small חd erecti חg, a חa firm footi חסSociety 
need of a place חum for those who are i וasy 

beg ו, d by desire of the Directors חof abode; a 
, d humbly to solicit your kind aid חestly a חear 

d חa ( חsider the lnstitutio חand further, if you co 
t itself to you חtly prese 1ח trust it will sufficie 

as such) a praiseworthy one, that you will 
otice of those of חd it to the חdly comme חki 

your fr iends who may give their assistance to 
." the object in view 

of a permanent Asylum seems חThe questio 
g for חual Meeti חחed at the A חope חto have bee 
1860 of report of the Society for חthe adoptio 

by Mr. Moroba Vinoba חdilated upo חd agai חa 
ual Report was חg where the 8th An חat the meti 

. passed 

-e חe-lsrael Be חthe year 1909, the Be חl ( 
g חg for housi חt Society purchased a buildi חvole 

g was חd Destitutes. But this buildi חOrphans a 
 takeח over by the lmprovement Trust iח 1916 .

) t of taxes חpayme ח-o חPerhaps for 

some חlt appears from the report that eve 
g the period חyoung persons received help duri 

. t חemployme חof their temporary u 

-tle חtial ge חinflue חA copy of the letter to a 
in Bombay respecting the social position of חma 

lndia in reply חthe Jewish Community of Wester 
to a note is reproduced in the report and runs 

--: as follows 

1 beg respectfully to acknowledge your " 

-st., intimating that the pam חnote of the 16th i 
taining the seventh annual report of חphlet co 

o where חt Society חevole חe-lsrael Be חthe Be 
stated that there exists any large body of poor 

-e חJews, and in reply to inform you that the Be 
-mat דdia is est חl חity of Wester חlsrael Commu 

6000 umbers to comprise about חd חrou חed i 
easy חly are i חth o חsouls, out of which one-te 

t חde חces, one-third are merely depe חcircumsta 
e-half are חd daily wages; o חthei r month ly a חס

daily labourers, but whose wages are barely 
ance of themselves חte חsufficient for their mai 

e1p וfeed partial חחand families and who ofte 
th of חe-fiftee חd about o חfrom the Society; a 

the whole of 400 souls are in a wholly destitute 
condition but the funds have not up to the 

t time been sufficient to take the cases חprese 
to חumber i חthirty one of that חof more tha 

THE ISRAELITE HIGH SCHOOL (1875) 

alias 

SIR ELLY KADOORI SCHOOL (1932) 

e חg with o חd Hebrew School, beginni חMarathi a 
July 5, 1875 at Khadak, a place חסly חclass o 

, GIVING first preference to EDUCATION 
e-lsrael Benevolent Society, started a חThe Be 

. time is past חtime whe סחn time take time while time doth last, for time is ו
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g חrk as if everythi סd w חd a סG חסded חg depe חPray as if everythi 
) al Spellman חcis Cardi חFra ( -ח.ma חסded up חdepe 

ot סf the sch סd Treasurer חt, Secretary a חPreside 
1908). At the חfrom 1893 till he passed away i 

ed for חve חity co חg of the commu חmeeti 
this purpose it was decided that the 

-a חaged by a Committee of Ma חschool be ma 
-ap חe 1908, A. J. Associatio חJu חt. l חgeme 
. al Committee with Prof חted a Provisio חpoi 
-choos חl ח.Fraser as its Chairma חJames Nelso 
-g the member of the committee, the Asso חi 
. was guided by the advice of Prof חciatio 

terviewed each member before חFraser, who i 
g his name. Prof. Fraser was the חdi חrecomme 

ued חd conti חt of the new Committee a חPreside 
1918. lt is חthe office till he passed away i חi 

f . Fraser was סg to state here that Pr חteresti חi 
guage חf Marathi la סt חan appreciative stude 

slation of Sant Tukaram's poems חd his tra חa 
. ve of Marathi poetry סhis l סtestify t 

-ci חMiss R. Reuben was appointed as Pri 
ued חti חd co חApril 1922 a חl i ססpal of the Sch 

-after re חol eve סwith the sch חסecti חחסher c 
 ti remeח t till she passed away. She was c-ס

rr.mittee in 1915 - the first סthe C חסopted 
-m סthe C חg appointed i חman bei סtime a w 

. mittee 

ration סrp 1928ס the Bombay Municipal C חl 
 served aסח ticeחס the Schסס l Managemeח t tס

g as it was in a חdi חl bu ססlish the sch סdem 
. e חסew חstruct a חסd c חdelapidated state a 
t חt raise sufficie סחuld סity c חce the commu חSi 
 fuח ds to erect aח ew buildiח g, Miss. R. Reubeח

mbay סB חhe was i חיrie whe סmet Sir Elly Kado 
-ur several times and pre סrld t סhis w חסwhile 
r סate a large sum f חסd סhim t חvailed upo 

olס ­dס . Kadoorie agreed t סg the Sch חrebuildi 
uld סfhat the school sh · חditio חco חסate but ח

. r סחסamed after the d חbe 

ol came to be סSince April 1932 the sch 
. as SIR ELL Y KADOORIE SCHOOL חw סחk 

be סthere used t חThere was a time whe 
. l סthe Scho חts i חe-lsrael stude חover 800 Be 
 T-ס day there are hardly eightס utס t1,20 f aboutל

! ts חstude 
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hamedali סmbay between M סuth B סs חsituated i 
the __ חסd Samuel Street חthe west a חסRoad 

-o וs חholla' (Moholla mea סear 'lsrael M ח, east 
e-lsraels resided חf Be סumber חcality). A large 

. gs חed buildi חw סme of whom סhere, s 

d their חcourage parents to se חrder to e סln 
ly חt o סחts were חol, girl stude סdaughters to sch 
, g school fees, rich or poor חexempted from payi 

. but scholarships were also provided 

1878, Haeem חAfter retiring from service i 
t חageme חthe ma חactive part i חk a סSamuel to 

ts חual gra חחf the school. With the regular a ס

 from the Aח glo Jewish Assס ciati,חס ­Goverח
agogue חf Mercy' Sy סt of Bombay, 'Gate חme 

dary חacular Seco חglo-Ver חd others the A חa 
or of חver סSchool was started in 1881. The G 

-ned an an סsancti חסmbay, Sir James Fergus סB 
creased חt of Rs . 1,560/- which was i חual gra ח

d חg fu חto Rs. 2,000/- by Lord Reay. The buildi 
rd Harris סage of L חder the patro חwas started u 

f the סy חceremo חauguratio חd the i 1898ח a חi 
-was per חt site at Mazgao חl at the prese ססsch 
r סGovern חrmed by Lord Sandhurst, the the סf 

 of Bס mbay iח 1899 .

' ys סg of (i) Marathi B חnsisti סThe school c 
-l and (iii) Eng ססl (ii) Marathi Girls' Sch סScho 
-d Girls, became full חys a סr B סol f סlish Sch 

ses סl in 1892. Joseph M ססfledged High Sch 
d Abraham Elijah Talkar were the חKehimkar a 

 first twס students to pass the Matriculatioח iח
. the same year 

as ETZ Haeem was חw סThe Prayer Hall, kn 
1888 by Haeem Samuel Kehimkar חstarted i 

, ancially חl fi סf helping the scho סwith the object 
-/pay Rs. 300ח ­nually tס a סued t חnti סand c 

the Prayer ח,l Fund . ln additio ססwards the Sch 
f the חסr childre ססg the p חHall was assisti 

-m סre the c סthes every year bef סl with cl ססsch 
. t of the Jewish New Year חmenceme 

-re demo סm חסthe school חru סorder t חl 
 cratic basis, H. landau, a member of the Angl-ס

mbay סn, came to B סnd סn, L סciati סJewish Ass 
s חסr suggesti סd called f חFebruary 1907 a חi 
-ma סf a committee t סt חtme חut the appoi סab 

ח age the schס ol. (H. S. Kehimkar was H.חס



Speaking at the grand reception given to 
-Sir Elly Kadoorie by the Bene-lsrael commu 
-nity - (over two thousand persons were pre 

sent in the Kadoorie School compound) in 
February 1934 the late Miss Rebecca Reuben 
sa id " the story of munificent donation by Sir 

orie reads like a 'fairy-tale.' Who could סElly Kad 
-f re סhave believed that when all our hopes 
, building the school had completely vanished 

there should come a person unknown to the 
Bene-lsrael community to their succour?" And 
then she mentioned about her visit to London 

 in order to persuade the Anglo Jewish Assoר
ciation to give a substantial grant to rebuild 

-the school, her disappointment, when her re 
quest was not accepted in toto (the Association 
agreed to waive the loan previously granted to 

, the school). lt was the Association , however 
which requested Miss Reuben to contact Sir 
Kadoorie. Miss Reuben contacted him and to 

-great joy, Kadoorie 2greed to a substan ~ he 
. tial amount as donation 

-n the initial stages, there was no condi ו
-tion to rename the school by Kadoorie. How 

ever, when it was found difficult to collect more 
-contributions from the community (the commu 

ity contributed Rs. 33,200/- only) , Kadoorie ח

was once again approached and he donated 
-the require sum to make up the cost of rebuild 

condition 1,82,800 /-חס . ing the school at Rs 
that the School be renamed after him. Sir 

.-/ 1,35,000 . Kadoorie's total contribution was Rs 

Having his business contact in China, Sir 
Elly Kadoorie used to have a Chinese woman 
as his Secretary. After the large meeting at 
which the address was presented to him as 
mentioned earlier, a cultural programme was · 

2 eld in the school compound after about 1ר

or 3 days in honour of Sir Elly Kadoorie. One 
of the very interesting item of entertainment 
was to be performed by a small boy, a pupil 

-of the school then studying in the first stan 
dard . Being very handsome and clever, he 

rr סwas given intensive training for his perf 
, mance. However, when this boy (Mordechai 

son of Menashe Joseph Dhatavkar) saw the 
' Chinese woman, he started crying. (ln those 

days some of the parents used to frighten 
their children with the threat that if they did 
not obey their parents, they would be handed 

SIR ELL Y KADOORIE 

over to Chinese). What a pity ! The boy did 
not participate even after the Chinese woman 
was requested to vacate the dais. 

Sir Elly Kadoorie had a fascinating career. 
At the age of only 15 he joined the Sassoons 
in Hong Kong in 1880. At that time he passed 
through Bombay from his birth place Baghdad. 
Later he started his own business and made 
millions in Malaysian and lndonesian rubber. 
Later he had trade connection with Shanghai 
and Hong Kong also. 

He gave tremendous importance to educa­
tion and therefore he built many educational 
insti tutions i.e. in lraq, lran, Syria, Turkey, 
France, England, Portugal, China and lsrael -
one for Arabs and one for Jews. Those in lsrael 
are Agricultural Schools. He also built a num­
ber of hospitals. He contributed to the con­
struction of the Hebrew University in Jerusalem 
and served as President of the Shanghai's 
Palestine Foundation Fund. 

· · ··-; , Prejudice is the child of ignorance (Hazlit). 
' • A 
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K. M. ELIJAH AND A. M. ELIJAH 

Many can argue; not ma,ny can converse. - Alcott 

herited חto the material wealth i חn additio ו

herited the חs also i חסm their father, the s סfr 
spiritual wealth. lt is to their credit that the 

. inheritance wisely סthers have used these tw סbr 
g חסH חgue" i סag חThey rebuilt " Ohel Leah Sy 

ons and סng, which was built by the Sass סK 
-a military ware סt חrmed i סwhich was transf 

rld War סg the W חese duri חuse by the Japa סh 
r the "Jewish סsible f חסThey are mainly resp .וו

the needs סn Club," V11hich caters t סRecreati 
, f the community. Besides providing recreation ס

this club houses kindergarten and classes in 
Sundays Hebrew חסd חd gymnastics a חballet a 

th ly חclasses. Besides, the mo חסd Religi חa 
-f Purim is ce!e סShabbat dinners, the festival 

men and child ren סbrated here when men, w 
donned in different costumes dine and dance 

ו ate intס ­the night. However, their greatest cחס

rie ססg is the "Kad חסg K חסthe H סt חסtributi 
Agricultural Aid Associatס n," lauח ched iח 1951 , i 
-r סalist f חסf the nati סrtly after the defeat סsh 

visited lndia סces led by Chiang-Kai-sheik (wh 
to meet Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru and other 

 Cס ngress leaders befס re lח dia gס t its indepe-ח
-refugees who sur חסf the milli סy חdence) . Ma 
g were farmersס re thaח . M חסg K חסH סged int 
-ted interest 3,00,000ח Chinese refugees were gra 

rchards, fi sh ס, ans, gifts of dams, wells סfree l 
ck and סf livest סponds and subsidized grants 

. farm buildings 

. dest סories are m סthis, Kad ווf a סspite חl 
Say they, "We are the richest Jews in the town 

that !חסbligat סme סre there is s סand theref 
. es with it סg 

-ed by the Japa חrie family was inter ססKad 
ח ese in Shanghai during Wס rld War.וו

" 

f A. M. Elijah (pages ססt סSimilarly, ph 
. n סnditi 108-109ס) is not printed as per his c 
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-f -Phi סn סries have the traditi ססThe Kad 
e. "The וor סrd _Lawrence Kad סpy says L סlanthr 

t because we סa l סries were able to d ססKad 
were big fish in a small pond" and desired to 
remember ou r less privileged brotheren than 

-rd Law סaccumulating wealth " . L ססחjust g 
ng Kong, presides סw in H (סח, rie ססrence Kad 

ס ver a vast cס mmercial domaiח,חס the 24t !ר

g) made friendship חrge Buildi סf St. Ge סr סflo 
uths when he attended the public סwith the y 

meeting in February 1934 in Bombay and also 
, f days later סthe cultural programme, a couple 
-vi si t " Em סuths t סf the y סme סhe invited s 

by which ship both father ,"ח press of Britai 
. rld סd the w חu סwere travelling ar חסand s 
. vitees were the late Joshua A חg the i חסAm 
, Reuben Bhinjekar, the late R. Ben Samuel 

b Awaskar, the late סthe late Elijah Jac 
d חmbay) the late Raymo סf B (סlet סEzra K 

d Gadkar חסKillekar, R. 8 . Raym Samuel 
uths סb Gadkar. The y סM. Jac d E. חa 

. board חסurs with him סearly three h חt חspe 
us man. He סthe ship. Lawrence is a religi 

urself, it is very סrespect y סrder t סsays, "ln 
 impס rtant tס have respect fס r yס ur religi.חסו

". be a Jew סam indeed proud t 

race three סther H סLawrence (82) and his br 
him inherited their father's סyears younger t 

rie died in ססrtune in 1944 when Sir Elly Kad סf 
 Shanghai that year. Siח ce then the estate left tס
-ld רfסtless חu סc סthe two sons has swelled int 

table סf nearly every n סgs and are owners חi 
me סlders) . S סng (or shareh סlandmark in Hong K 

ria Peak סf these are the Star Ferry, the Vict ס

, tels סd Repulse Bay H חTram, the Peninsula a 
el , etc. Chairman of חur Tun סss Harb סthe Cr 

mpany" which סwer C סthe "China Light and P 
ng סng K סthe entire H סsupplies electricity t 

. city 

·~; 

t pr,inted סf K. M. Elijah is n ססt סThe ph 
 alחס g with his resumeחס page 45 as per hiס

. Alec חסns left with his s סinstructi 



-SIR JACOB SASSOON HIGH SCHOOL 

oted חAssistant Teacher in 1860 and was pror 
as Head Master in 1865. He retired from the 
school after serving it for over forty years. At 
that time the school was known as "David 
Sassoon Benevolent lnstitution." (started in 
1855). The other Bene-lsrael teachers who were 
Principals of the school were - (i) the late 
Prof. Ezekiel Moses Ezekiel Talkar, (ii) Shalom 
Abraham Cheulkar and (iii) Dr. (Mrs.) J\Jancy 

. Ezekiel Ashtamkar 

-The House of " SASSOONS" have confer 
-ed invaluable benefits to lndian Jews in parti ז

. cular and lndians in general 

The most important contribution made to 
 1he Jews of Bombay is Sir Jacob Sassoon Higר!

School. This is the only Jewish School in lndia 
. where Hebrew is taught even to-day ' 

The first-Bene-lsrael teacher to teach in this 
·school was none other than the late Joseph 
~Ezekiel Rajpurkar. He joined the school as an 

THE BOMBAY ELECTRIC SUPPLY & 
TRAMWAYS CO. LTD. 

ONE ANNA TICKET COUPON 
FOR JEWS ONLY. 

(Good only for Sabbath & Holidays) 

To be handed over to the Conductor who 
will issue a ticket in lieu thereof. 

The above ticket was devised since it is 
taboo for the orthodox Jews to handle money 

-Saturdays and Holidays. The House of Sas חס
. soons was responsible for this suggestion 

n this world a man must be either an anvil or a hammer. - Longfellow ו

No ... ..... ..... ....... . 

Asst. Manager 

C. LUCAS 

lnitials 

ררו. 6



DAVID SASSOON 

 Settled down in Bombay in 1832. Died inר 867 .

SCHOOLS IN CALCUTT A 

lt was the Christian Missionaries w·ho took 
1he initiative in setting up a free "Christian 
Hebrew Mission School". 

There is no education like adversity - Disraeli 

DAVID SASSOON, founder ot the Sassoon 
business empire was Chairman of the Chamber 
of Commerce and various other big companies 

si ble for the וand banks. He was mainly respor 
construction of the Sassoon Dock (it is narned 

onetary הrafter him) . Because of his munificen t 
s have been חcont ributions quite a few institutin 

, named after him i.e. Sassoon Hospitai in Pune 
David Sassoon lndustrial School , David Sassoor1 

-Library and Reading Room etc. He also r.;ontri 
e High וbuted liberally towards the Elphinstor 

. School , Royal lnstitute of Science and St 
. George's Hospital 

The House of Sassoon has provided funds 
under the Management of the Board of Trus­
tees for the betterment of the poor and the 
needy of the lraqi community. 

' The Jewish Girls 
 lnfants Schooו ) 1881 (

The first Jewish· School : "The Jewish Girls' 
lnfants' School'" came into existance when the 
Jewish community (which was generally pros-
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-n סthe spiritual needs by c סfamily catered t 
serving as סn classes and als סducting religi 

.) ns סf generati סuple סr about a c סMinisters f 

The Elias Meyer Frree School and the " 
, n סt this instituti סTalmud Torah : "The aim 
r סinculcate the taste f סstarted in 1882 was t 
. ms and סuas cust סlearning - Hebrew and religi 
 traditions. Educatiס n was free with lunch pr-ס·
-Stan סn was upt סf educati סvided . The level 

f the State סn סnly. After the creati 111ס dard 
, mbay סl in B ססrie Sch ססf lsrael , like the Kad ס

f the סst exclusively Jewish character סthe alm 
l underwent a drastic ססJewish Girls' Sch 

r סt survive f סls did n ססther sch סchange. The 
. 1947 re סng even bef סl 

ted that the Christian סNOTE : lt may be n 
-the edu סcater t סnaries were the first t סMissi 
r סf Jewish children even f סnal needs סcati 

naries started סlearning Hebrew. Christian Missi 
. 1827 l at Alibaug in ססthe First Hebrew Sch 

1836 and by סls als ססther sch סThey started 
over 250 Bene-lsrael students were studying irr 

-l estab ססls . The first Jewish Sch ססthese sch 
us סmbay in 1855 was by the fam סlished in B 
n ססwn as "David Sass דrסSassoon family, k 

". lent lnstitute סBenev 

wn as Sir Elly סw kn סl, n ססThe lsraelite Sch 
. 1875 l was started in ססrie Sch ססKad 

ng the cfו us) learnt that a Jewish girl aiten סer ק
-n סbe c סl was willing t ססn sch סristian Missi חt; 

hen סverted to Chr,istianity. Rev. E. M. D. C 
-f the com סthe notice סught this incident t סbr 

f leaflets which סmunity by publishing a number 
. awakened it to their sense of responsibility 

nded to this appeal סur men resp סr f סThree 
-usly which resulted in the establish סspontane 

1882 ment of the first Jewish School in 1881. ln 
The Ezra Benevolent lnstitution was founded for 

-r learn סr, Jewish children f ססthe benefit of the p 
ing Hebrew and Jewish Religion in particular 

. ther subjects in general סand 

-f years an independent sec סuple סAfter a c 
n for boys was started in The Jewish Girls סti 

l and was named as the סand lnfants' Scho 
wever, in סl" . H ססys' and Girls' Sch סJewish B " 

ls were amalgamated and ססsch 1885ס the tw 
wn as "The Jewish סbe kn סthereafter. it came t 

ugh סl." (Boys were admitted even th ססGirls' Sch 
t been סl) . Had it n סwn as Girls' Scho סit was kn 

ol סfor the Government grant in 1904, the sch 
n סtivati סthe m סsed . Due t סuld have been cl סw 

 of Rev. Cס hen, funds were cס llected fס r a newי
ne was laid by Sir סrner st סbuilding and its c 

. 1926 David Ezra in 

-l was star.ted at the initia ססthe·r sch סAn 
wn as "Jeshurun Free סhen, kn סf Rev. C סtive 

r children. ln סf po סr the benefit סl" f ססSch 
was set up. (Coh.en 1937ז, a Jewish Girls' Hoste 

) 1901 ( BENE-ISRAEL NIRASHRIT FUND 
. 009 400 ~ ad, Bombay סmaj Bhuvan, 79, Dr. 'Maheshwari R ~ Koli S 

mmenced סmed, they c סthat their idea was welc 
f the סm the members סnations fr סllecting d סc 

ws סvided the destitutes, wid סcommunity and pr 
r to סrphans with clothing and cash pri סand 

f each festival from the סmmencement סthe c 
year 1901. ln the year 1904, these gentlemen 

lleagues put סther c סf סn סperati ס-סwith the c 
oting. They סa permanent f חסvement סthe m 

ciety and named it "BENE ISRAEL סrmed a s סf 
rphans סr the סNIRASHRIT FUND" - Funds f 

. and destitutes 

r to ססe_ Fund enables the p _רt01, t ~ -1 ~ C. _י!Si ____ _ 
ns סnati סllecting d סy Jewish Festivals by c סenj 

mmunity סf the Bene-lsrael c סm the members סfr 
. in lndia and abroad particularly in lsr,ael 

! f זר-.

ו

 lt is enjoined inס ur religiס n that thס se whס
. uld invite סmically sh סare little better off econ 

share their meals סple t סor pe סuple of p סa c 
n is good סfestival days. While this injuncti חס

practice. There is סput it int סit is difficult t 
-uld be invi סr w ססguarantee that ALL the p סn 

lve this ticklish סs סrder t סr meals. ln סted f 
ble men Rahamim סblem three n סpr 

David Gadkar, Maistry, Abraham Samuel Wasker 
gether סand Ezekiel Samson Kurulkar came t 

-mpre סn drew up a c סme discussi סand after s 
hensive formula. "WHY NOT", they said, "help 

d וrcelebrate a סns t סr and needy pers ססthe p 
"? mes סy the festivals in their respective h סenj 

-These three gentlemen discussed their for 
und סula with their friends and when they f וךר

nfucius סurage - C סf c סt do it, is want סsee what is right and- n סT 
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dal was start6d חe-lsrael Stree Ma חThe Be 
-vem סN חb Jhirad i סby Dr. (Miss) Jerusha Jac 

ady וf some חססperati ס-סber 1913 w ith the c 
n סstituti חly i חסd the חds. This is the first a חfrie 

tivate.:J סity. What m חmmu סthe c חd i חof its ki 
 Dr. Jhirad to start this impס rtaח t lח stitutio?ח lח

pages חסbiography, which is published סher aut 
ok, Dr. Jhirad says that after סf this b 56-60ס 

g up חd setti 1912ח a חr M.B.B.S. i סg f חqualifyi 
~ a General Practice in Bombay, a group of youn 

mmt1-סthe c חts i חllege stude 1סeachers and c 
. t her with an address חprese סgether t סt t סnity g 

the וir חme סShe says it was the first time w 
-r ccm ~ thc חסmen i סity had thus met. W חmmu סc 

d gave וced. This, she sa חities were far adva חmu 
gether for cultural סg them t חidea to bri חher a 

t. At that time she V\1as חd social advanceme חa 
. ld סyears סonly twenty-tw 

THE BENE-ISRAEL STREE MANDAL (1913) 

) 1917 ( THE oENE-ISRAEL CONFERENCE EDUCATION FUND 

. 071 jayavihar, Chembur, Bombay-400 4ד-c/6, V 

; t speculate סuld n סhe sh חa man's life whe חitems i סThere are tw 
-when· he'ח t affס rd it aח d wheח he caח.- Mark Twaiח ca 

r סt limit its activities f סחThe Mandal did 
embers !דוly. lts חסity חmmu סf the c סthe welfare 

-aid of the distressej and suf חds i חllected fu סc 
thing סuth Africa, sewing cl סs in S חfering lndia 

ldiers during the First סded s חu סr Britain's w סf 
 Wס rld War (1914-1918) aח d for theס rphaח s iח

the lsraelite ח,d poor childre חBeth lsrael a 
r סds towards the relief f חllected fu סl, c ססSch 

ds in סthe poor victims of the devastated flo 
ce quite חGujarat, Sindh. and Orissa in 1927. Si 

 a few men iח the cס mmuח ity had takeח tס
ure ~ rganised a le(, סr, the Mandal סg liqu חdrinki 

'" TEMPERANCE " חסby Miss M. J. Campbell 
-f this talk, Bene סFebruary 1924. As a result חi 
. was formed. Miss. R חסi חce U חlsrael Tempera 

the חof Dr. Jhirad was yive חusi סa c ח,Reube 
f סpagate the message סpr סsibility t חrespo 

. Temperance 

 A represeח tative of the Maח dal wס rkedחס
ittee וmn סs C ח'me סcy W חthe Bombay Preside 

od סs Fl ח'al Reforms and Wome חthe Educatio חס

d זtter ~ סRelief Committee. lts delegates used t 
-mbay Presi סce of the B חfere חסC וua חחthe A 

 deח cy Wome.ח

embers ~ dal admits as its חThe Stree Ma 
-d its entirely ma חly ladies of Jewish faith a חo 

. naged by ladies 

ie;r1e by ~ n the work סTaking into considerati 
e no hesitation מits members so far, there can 

-justified its ad חre tha סg that it has m חsayi חi 
ce and has established its claim חd existe חt a חve 

-rt of every right סd supp חto the admiration a 
. the community חi חminded perso 

-r la סducted classes f חסc חMiss R. Reube 
. every Saturday חסdies 

d we have several חa ס,able to d חnot have bee 
ny סbear testim סfessionals t סexecutives and . pr 

. n סstituti חe by this l חסrk d סd w סfor the go 

brilliant ally חסexcepti rder to assist סn ו

-ts i.e. Primary and Secondary Depart חstude 
 meח ts, the sס ciety· graח ts-חסח refuח dable Sch-ס

. larships 
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-e חBe חtrai סdal is t חf the Ma סbject סThe 
r סd girls and prepare them f חa חlsrael wome 

d so חf life a סcies חd emerge חpossibilities a ווa 
aths of 10נ educate them that in whichever r 

life may lie their spheres of action they sliould 
-acquit themselves ably and honour סbe able t 
t חme רs proposed for the attair חably. The mea 

bject are such as would meet its wide סof the 
f סscope in as much as they are suggestive 

st all the סjects alm סd pr חumerous activities a ח
, d cover fields חrk a סf w סues חd ave חbranches a 

far סd religious. The work s חral a סcial, m סs 
cipally by חsisted pri חn co סstituti חe by the i חdo 

 holdiח g fortח ightly meetiח res ~ gs, where lectחס
g for חוuseful subjects were delivered , arrang 

-h ~ ectures by eminent ladies of establi וpublic 
ng וduct חal fame, starting and co חed educatio 
. classes and a free library הglis חg and E חsewi 

g study חti חve Society has been gra סThe ab 
66 by way of Scholarships for the last חfoa 

-g stu חd deservi חeedy a חsixty-six) years to the ( 
<:lents to prosecute their Higher Studies. The 

ce to poor חetary assista חciety also gives mo סS 
rm etc. This סtowards Unif חbut needy childre 

 assistaח ce has helped maח y scholars to obtaiח
s which otherwise, they might חhigh qualificatio 



THE ELIZABETH DAVID GERSHONE AND DAVID GERSHONE SCHOLARSHIP FUND 

(3) The Parel Bene-lsrael Prayer Hall Scholar"­
ship Fund: Rs. 10,000/-

The Annual interest to be utilised for awar­
ding non-refundable Scholarship for Higher· 
Studies or as refundable Scholarship. 

(4) Mrs. Rebeccabai Joel Ashtamkar Fund :. 
FDR Rs. 4,000/-

The Annual interest to be utilised for award­
ing non-refundable Scholarship or for Uni-­
form to poor school children. 

(5) Principal Samson Joseph Benjamin and 
Principal Rachel Samson J. Benjamin Bam­
nolkar Endowment Fund : FDR Rs. 5,000/-

The Annual interest to be utilised 
for providing educational and other: 
facilities of life to destitute Bene-lsrael 
Orphan or to an Adult, young/old who is 
pursuing or willing to pursue or equip him­
self/herself with knowledge of Jewish Reli­
gion. 

(6) Sar1ah Abraham Samson Killekar Scholar­
ship : FDR Rs. 5,000/-

The Annual interest to be utilised for pro­
viding Higher Studies to a poor and de­
serving student preferably Medicine. 

every three years is paid to the Sir Elly Kadoo­
rie School, to be expended as part of the 
general funds of the school . 

Young people desirous of taking advantage 
-of this scheme may contact any of the follow 

: ing office-bearers 

 DR. (MRS.) RUBY S. SOLOMON, L.C.P.S., L.וד~
, Chairman 

, 5-A, Fereira Mansion 
, Sitladevi Temple Road 

. 016 Mahim, Bombay-400 

, MR. TOBBY AARON 
, 96, Penso Villa 

, Dr. M. 8. Raut Marg 
. 028 Shivaji Park, Bombay-400 

ln addition, the following non-refundable 
Scholarships are also available, subject to the 
DISCRETION of the committee. 

(1) Dr. & Mrs. Joseph Benjamin Bamnolkar 
Fund: FDR Rs. 1,111/-

 The annual interest to be given tס
. a Bene-lsrael boy who has passed S.S.C 

or equivalent examinations and who wishes 
to prosecute further studies in Drawing 
and Painting, Architecture, Science (but 
not Physics and Chemistry), Commercial 
Technical, Medical, lndustrial , and Art 

-oma or to a deserving stu lקDegree or Di 
-dent studying in KG, Primary and Secon 

. dary who is exceptionally brilliant 

(2) Mr. & Mrs. Menashe Haeem Bamnolkar 
Fund : FDR Rs. 1,000/ -

The annual interest to be given to 
Bene-lsrael girl who wishes to pro­
secute further studies in Home Science, 
for B.Sc., Teacher's Training Diploma, 
Science (Except Physics and Chemistry), 
Commercial, Technical, Medical , lndustrial 
and Art Degree/Diploma or to a deserving 
student studying in K.G ., Primary and Se­
condary School who is exceptionally bril­
liant. 

A sum of Rs. 50,000/- donated by David 
Gershone is invested, the interest of which is 
distributed as scholarships amongst Bene-lsrael 
children of either sex to enable them to pro­
secute their studies for medical , technical or 
industrial education in any of the colleges or 
institutions in the State of Bombay (now Maha­
rashtra). The applicant must have passed at 
least the Matriculation or Senior Cambridge 
Examination. The scholarship may also b" 
awarded to Bene-lsrael applicants studying in 
any institution in lndia, preparing candidates 
for qualifying in any institution in lndia, prepar­
ing candidates for qualifying examinations for 
admission to the lndian Administrative, Military, 
Naval or Air Force Services. The income of the 
Trust that remains unexpended at the end of 

The falling of rain is an event greater than the giving of the Law, since the Law is for lsrael 
1 : 117 , nly, but the rain is for the entire world - Midrash Tehillim ס
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The heathen is thy neighbour, thy brother; to wrong him is a sin. - Tana d'be Eliyahu, 284 

The Jewish Club is centrally situated with 
-Je סlarge premises and provides facilities t 

wish lnstitutions and Organisations for holding 
. lt caters for Kosher food for ~ their function 

Members and Guests. Any Jew is welcome to 
have his meals in the Club. The Club from time 

-to time holds functions and dances and is help 
-ing to promote Social life in the Jewish Com 

. munity 

BETH-HAWRA: HEALTH HOME, MATHERAN 

(1955) 

ce held רוConfere At the 8th Bene-lsrael 
-under the Presidentship of the late Mrs. Abi 

gael E. Mases in 1925, it was resolved to have 
. de Bombay ו.כa sanatorium out 

-On May 22, 1955, 30 years after this re 
-Mathe רsolution was passed , a Health Home ir 

n about 80 miles av-1ay from כ:ran - a Hill Stali 
Bombay known as Beth-Havra was opened to 

-the members of the community, thanks to mu 
nificent donation of the late Ezra Reuben for 

. the purchase of the land, the late Miss R 
Reuben for the construction of the Home and the 

-late Mrs. Elizabeth Shellim Corley for the con 
struction of the Pavilion . The idea for the HOME 

 rstruc\.< a few meז. bers of the lsraelite Schooו
-Maccabeans when they visited Matheran in De 

cember 1947. The Fellowship took up the idea 
. in, a member of 1he 1.S.M זיrand J. M. Benja 
-rchitect drew its plan and de ~ and renowned 

. sign free of cost 

 Location : "fhe HOME is situated betweeח
-the upper and !ower Luisia Road, next to Sun 

der Villa. The Corley Pavilion serves the need 
. of Picnikers and Scouts 

For further particulars please contact 
R. B. Shirkolkar, Worli Seaside Society, A-4/11 , 
Khan Abdul Gatfarkhan Road , Bombay-400 018 . 

(Telephone No. 378084) 

 י~,,,..

ן

BOMBAY ZIONIST ASSOCIATION (1920) 

Narang House, 41, Ambalal Doshi Marg , Bom­
bay-400 023 (Tel : 27 31 87) 

-stablish סist Association was וrBombay Zio 
ed in 1920 and still exists inspite of some ups 

. and downs 

embership had fallen down וחln 1975 its 
considerably. However, at present there are 

. over two hundred members 

lt publishes a Quarterly bulletin, "INDO­
ISRAEL REVIEW." 

THE YOUNG JEWISH SOCIAL ASSOCIATION 
(1934) 

Since 1934 the Association has been or­
ganising " Purim " Social at which cultural pro­
grammes are presented. This Purim Social 
has become very popular in the community and 
ever.yone, young and old eagerly looks forward 
to participate in it . 

ln the earlier years , the Association used 
to organise lectures, Kirtans (for the purpose 

) of spreading knowledge about the religion 
debates, socials, film shows, dramas " Simhat 

-Torah" Festival , in aid of Educational and Reli 
gious institutions. lts ISRU HAG excursion was 
very popular. The Association was formed by 

-youths who were ex-students of Sir Elly Ka 
doorie School (known as The lsraelite High 

l was סSchool from 1875 to 1932) . This scho 
in great need of financial assistance and the 
Association rose to the· occasion by donating the 

. entire proceeds of such activities to the School 
-Such donations were also given to other edu 

cational and religious institutions. lts hiqhest 
donation of Rs. 5,000/- was given to The Bene 
lsrael Conference Education Fund which is 
attending to the educational needs of poor but 

. deserving students 

THE JEWISH CLUB, BOMBAY (1938) 

The Jewish Club, Bombay, is situated at 
"Jeroo Building," 137 Mahatma Gandhi Road , 
Fort, Bombay-400 001. The Club was started 
in 1938. lt is now open to non-Jews as well . 



0. R. T. INDIA (1962) 

) ough Training יrOrganisation for Rehabilitation th ( 

-good jobs. After completing three years train 
ing, the students hc.ve to appear for the ORT 
examination. Two r.ew developments are in the 
offing that will render the ORT lndia 's training 
more attractive, i.e. (1) proposal for installing 
a mini-computer laboratory, and (2) World ORT 
Union has initiat3d a scheme under which the 
best student of the Drawing Section and even 

d be sent abroad for higher וthe Machinist cou 
. training for three years 

ln Bombay, ORT started its activities in 
1962. Since then the Jewish youth is taking 
full advantage of the training imparted by ORT 
in the trades of Mechanical Draughtsmanship 
and Machinists. For the first two years the 
students follow the Government Syilabus. At 
the end of this period, they appear for an 
examination conducted by the Government. 
During the third y·ear the students are given 
additional training which is useful in securing 

WHAT EDUCATION CAN DO ! 

? 1N 11vho were the two youths סDo you kn 

was none other than the וrThe farmer 's so 
discoverer of Penicillin , Sir Arthur Fleming , and 
the rich man's son became the greatest Prime 

. Minister of Great Britain, Sir Winston Churcill 

About a hundred years ago, a rich man 's 
. son was saved from drowning by a farmer 

When the farmer refused to accept monetary 
reward from the rich 1nan, the latter requested 
the former to allow him at least to foot the bill 

-f the farmer 's son . The far סfor the education 
. mer agreed though reluctantly 

Many candles can be lit from one candle with out diminishing it. 

1·2·2 



Started eight years after the establishment 
of the School for boys, this Centre is training 
girls which will not only make them good 

seek good סhousewives but also enable them t 
jobs, if they wish to . Since 1983 a new scheme 

ORT INDIA GIRLS' SCHOOL (1970) 

 ,,_,.....,..,.--:-:----w ~ ,· ~ r ·•-,.,..,,~".'''=····· .,.-·,·~~-ץ-·..,.,-~,.,~---ק,>,....,...,-,,,..,.,,, ..

~r 

has been drawn under which girls will be al­
lowed to pass Standard Xll and at the same 
time get ORT training in Office Skills and 
Computers. 

J. R. U. VOUTH GROUP 

 ~--.--, = r ~ · ~ -,...· ~ ,-.,-,,., __ ·--· ~ r.A-:-1ג~·,~·~ "",:~"~:,~~*.:~@:~·:'~"!."

:-;;, 

However, youth group membership. is open to 
-Jewish boys and girls .of various other Syna 

Y1mately 75% of its members סgogues and appr 
-attend religious services at Orthodox Synago 

. gues 

f ·: . r ~,:~ ,., 

1 " 

The JRU youth group is the largest and 
most active. Jewish youth group in lndia. 

iated to the Jewish Religious Union וlt is· afti 
. Congregation Liberal J.R.U.), which has a ( 
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4 , Abot חסTruth is heavy; therefore few wear it . - Midrash Samuel 



ded the חwo of their members had atte ז
 World Sephardi'ו' outh-Adult Coח veח tioח held iח

f its 1סe ·חd so חg Dec:ember, 1980 a חsrael duri ו
t XI חdia for the rece חted l חmembers represe 

. 1981 , g July ח· Maccabeah , held duri 

, ister חkful to the Lay Mi חThe group is tha 
-e חd the Be חDavid Shaourkar a חJ. R. U. Aaro 

 lsrael Coח fereח ce Educatioח Fuח d for their e-ח
. t חcourageme 

, egaokar וa ז. D. M 
esident יPr 

on where וisat חg orga חic you דווa חThis is a dy 
13 to חd boys betwee חg Jewish qirls a חyou 

30 years of age come together to express their 
-d tackle pro חs a חviews , discuss their aspiratio 

platform . The purpose חblems from a commo 
, is to promote social , cultural חstitutio חof th is i 
-d religious activities by its mem חal a חeducatio 

bers , as well as encourage members to acquire 
g of Judaism. The חdi חdersta חוd L חow ledge a חk 

. every Saturday חסgroup members meet 

MACCABEN SPORTS CLUB (1975) 

. sports facilit ies for Jewish Youths סחwere 
other חities i חt get opportu סחThese youths did 

1ish clubs either due to the 11י Je -חo חised חrecog 
-heavy fees that they charged or due to favou 

. epotism חritism of 

-atmosphere of despair, frust ra חsuch a חl 
t a few Jewish youths חtme חte חd disco חa חtio 

 dreamt of orgaח isiח g a sports orgaח isatד oח
~ eed of th חwhich would cater to the sports 
ityח . Their dream was realised whe חcommu 
Sports Clubח iח 1975 . " was bor חMaccabea " 
 The club was iח auqurated by the well-kח owח

 sports commeח tator A. F. S. Talyarkhaחחס
der members חNovember 10, 1975. The five fou 

gth of חcrease the stre חstrived very hard to i 

there used to be חme whe וThere was a t 
ity for חthe commu חa lot of sports ac1 ivities i 

-ties the lsraelite Bro חthe twe חd old. l חg a חyou 
ual sports for both חחduct a חtherhood used to co 

d fifties וthe forties ar חd i.he old . l חg a חthe you 
s also used to חthe lsraelite School Maccabea 

ual חחt regular a סחise sports-meet , though חorga 
-g were regu larly or חts. Cycle raci חsports eve 
-um חPezarkar for a חised by Nissim Reube חga 

ber of years till he emigrated to lsrael . George 
Bhorupkar) had started a Cricket Club ( חReube 

s Sports 'חas " Reube חc·w חthe thirties , k חi 
ued its activities for over חti חClub", which co 

years . This Club had also orgar,ised a חte 
Bombay. This was חcouple of athletic meets i 

wards till 1975 therc חo חupto fifties . From the 

. quirer חi חis that he should be a חma חest q_uality i חThe fi 
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) 1887 ( BRARY ן_ןPOONA JEWISH READING ROOM AND 

. g what he has חyi סj חm e סre than he needs hinders hirr. self fr סHe who seeks m 

-the bar חw סand themselves thus breaking d 
wing the gap between Liifferent סarr חriers and 

create סg people. The aim is t חf you סns סsecti 
a חg i חdi חdersta חf mutual u סan atmosphere 

e Jewish חt חסway that will have lasting effect 
f the members are סver, most סyouths. More 

-the acti חg i חists , actively participati חסkeen Zi 
 vitiesס f the Bombay Ziס nist Assס ciati.חס

-and affilia חסiti חg סed rec חThe club has gai 
tion to the Maccabi World Union and has been 

 authorised by the above said organisation tס
 orgaח ise a contiiר gent of lndian Sportsmen tס

the 12th Maccabiah, the world 's largest Jewish 
be held in lsrael from 15th סrts Festival , t סSp 

der חs are . u חסJuly to 25th July, 198q. Preparati 
-contin ~ g th חway for organising and selecti 

gent from lndia . and it is hoped that many 
-uths will join the club and compete for selec סy 

r the Maccabiah . By סgent f חtion in the conti 
e חסthe Maccabiah Games each חparticipating i 
-liti סnd p ג:nomic סthat despite ec חwould lear 

the סnstrated t סel has dem תsr ו, cal difficulties 
rld that the spiritual and physical סcivilised W 

rtant to סuths is as imp סf Jewish y סwell being 
d the חple a סf the Jewish pe סit as the survival 

rld troubled by racial סf lsrael , in a w סState 
. n סati חd religious discrimi חa 

,) Khan Bahadur Judah Hyam (Mhashilkar 
n (The Prayer Hall סG.B.V.C., a Veternaty Surge 

; in Delhi as named after him) ; (vi) M. Ezekiel 
-e Bhon חjami חviii) David Be ( חס;vii) B. A. Aar ( 

veiled the portrait חhad u סd wh חa חסkar, Patr 
of David E. Koletkaח 1926 . r i 

The activities of the Library were at its 
g which period חpeak from 1924 to 1947, duri 

-Secre .חסPenkar was its H חn Samso סlom סS 
 tary. The late Penkar was so much devס ted tס

wn as סthe Library work that he came to be kn 
instrumental סLibrarywala Penkar' . He was als ' 

netary help and donations in סin securing m 
nsible סks . He was mainly resp סthe form of bo 

! Aid from the Municipa -rו t-i חin securing Gra 
. 1947 a from 1924 to חססCorporation, P 

-the year 1924 , the Library had one pat " חl 
12 out כln (David Benjamine Bhonkar) and a סr 
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t an סחwever, it was סthe club membership. H 
easy task . There wera many obstacles which 

-g place, play חthey had to face, such as meeti 
. ing ground, sports kit and above all finance 

ders of חspite of all these hurdles, the fou חl 
the club put their shoulders to the wheel and 

. d more members חg more a חgaini חsucceeded i 
t the strength of the club members חAt prese 

. is forty 

-ur סvarious t חThe club has participated i 
-many indi חסts and its members have w חname 
-vidual prizes. Some of the club members parti 

the 11th Maccabiah Games held in חcipated i 
-July 1981. On account of the partici חsrael i ו

pation they came in contact with th_e other 
-youths who had also participated in the Mac 
-in סcabiah with the result they were able t 

Maccabean Sports חjoi סce these youths t חflue 
. Club 

-So far the activities of the club are con 
-w proposed to orga סחed to Bombay. lt is חfi 

dia where חnise affiliates in those parts of l 
there are Jews. lt is also proposed to have 

-ics and reli חsocial gatherings, community pic 
chance ג:give the youths ווgious camps. This vvi 

try חu סut religion , culture, c סto meet and talk ab 

f the oldest סe חסary is ·וP.J.R.R. & Lib 
-a Jewish Commu חססly of P חסt סחs חinstitutio 
-g been es חJewry havi חdia חnity but of the l 
-un סf the f סJanuary 1, 1887. One חסtablished 
-der members was the late David (Malkhiel) Elie 

m ססletkar. lt was housed in a small r סzer K 
f charge by Mrs . Estherbai Talkar of סrent-free 

. 287, Rasta Peth 

rganised and shifted to סThe Library was re 
, its present address .. .. 374, Rasta Peth in April 

ona Jewry 1924ס. This was the time when P 
f living סf a fairly high standard סast סuld b סc 
me of סnomically and educationally . S סth ec סb 

-Sam חסm סl סthe eminent members were (i) S 
deliver · 'derush' at סson Penkar, who used t 

y, (ii) David Abraham וgue regular סthe Synag 
-mmis סlar and C סTarankhopkar, a Sanskrit Sch 

f lncome Tax; (iii)-ס . Abraham lsaac R סsioner 
) v ( ;ח'hekar, Magistrate ; (iv) Dr. W. B. Solomo 



THE JEWISH WELFARE ASSOCIATION, POONA (1971) 

THE JEWISH WELFARE ASSOCIATION, NEW DELHI. (1949) 

-ce. After the pass חg its existe חuei חti חסLibrary c 
-a 1948ח, Me חi חסSams חסm סl סf S סg away חi 

d lssakhar Killekar חlet, Ezra, Killekar a סh im K 
 ) All three have siח ce expired) tסס k up the Hחס.
-d assisted Map חf the Library a סSecretaryship 
) 1984 ( day סage the Library. T חma סkar. t חסga 

g חuei חti חסis still c חסstituti חld i סthis 97 years 
d חkar a חסBh ו.. B סks t חce - Tha חits exista 

 David S. Pezarkar, whס are helpiח g Mapga-חס
. g the Library alive חkeepi חkar i 

f the סeei:is חcial חa חe, 1983 the fi חm Ju סFr 
ked after by The Jewish ססg l חLibrary are bei 

-t the Lib חa. At prese חססP ,חסciati סWelfare Ass 
 rary has 15 members twסס f whס m are no-ח

glish חE 1,500ח books i חJews. lt has more tha 
-Marathi. The books are how חd about 250 i חa 

 ever veryס ld. The Library is keptס peחחס
d חglish a חd provides several E חly a חdays o חSu 

. its members סdicals t סMarathi peri 

g חit has started publishi 
u" (Our חMikhtav Shela " 

-inti חr a סeed felt f חa 
educative Jewish news 

, 1984 m March סFr 
 a quarterly bulletiח
 Letter) iח respס nse tס

rmative and סf חmate, i 
. letter 

-d visas. ·rhe Asso חrts a סected with passp חחסc 
established the Judah Hyam Hall, the חciatio 

d thi s 1956ח a חNew Delhi, i חgue i סag חly Sy חס

has attracted many visitors from all over the 
. world , including Ben Zvi and Moshe Sharett 

Recently the Association established the CentrE 
ter-faith Studies in a new buil ס f Jewish aח d lח 1-

f סcked library סuses a well-st סg which h חdi 
ften used סn. This is סreligi חסly חks mai סbo 

ly by Jews, but by people of other faiths חot o :ו
ught out סn has also br סalso. The Associati 

 a bס okחס ­the "Jews of lndia," written by Beח
ther סg out חg to bri חni חlsrael and is pla חjami 

f סus aspects סvari חסd pamphlets חoklets a סb 
s published חg other bulleti חוJewry. Amt חlndia 

by the Association from time to time, is 

 members. By 1930, the membership rose tס 50 .
t restricted but was סחThe membership was 

f סJews. With the passing חסח-ed to חpe סalso 
-ns i.e. emi סther reas סseveral סd due t חtime, a 

f members סlsrael etc. the number סn t סgrati 
. 25 d at סgradually decreased and in 1947 it sto 

dition of the Library חDuring 1942-43 the co 
n who סmon Sams סl סry. S סm satisfact סwas far fr 

f the סtake keen interest in the affairs סused t 
ne סd work d סuld not continue the go סLibrary, c 

by him because of his age. Municipal grants 
pped and its funds had almost reached סhad st 

g closed הf bei סthe verge חסthe bottom. lt was 
. down 

nkar סses S. Mapga סwever, in 1944 M סH 
-joined the Library and assisted Solomon Sam 
. ns from friends סnati סme d סg s חobtaini _ חson i 
-nsibi סver the resp סln fact, Mapgaonkar took 

f keeping the סlity for all practical purposes 

1971 to assist חced i חmme סlts activities c 
es had חסg חse you סd aged wh חthe helpless a 

lsrael and left their el·derly parents סmigrated t 
and relatives unprovided for. This primary need 
is now of lesser significance with passing away 

-of many of the beneficiaries. lt has now extend 
' ed activities to cover medical care, students 

. etc חסeeds, Jewish educati ח

, New Delhi ,חThe Jewish Welfare Associatio 
cater סdence, t חdepe חafter l חססwas started s 

mmunity in and סthe needs of the Jewish c סt 
-around the Capital. This is a non-political or 

ganization, to serve the religious, cultural and 
-mmunity. The uni סsocial requirements of the c 

its חrganization has bee סque feature of this 
t only to the local residents, but also סחservice 

to the number of tourists coming from all parts 
of the world. At the time of the partition of 

-lndia, the office bearers of the Association, se 
the חsitions i סm held very high p סveral of wh 

v חdia, were able to assist ma חGovernment of l 
opted סJews from Karachi and other places, \Vh 

for service in lndia. Likewise, the services of 
the Association were available also for problems 

t from m11 illiterate חlear ו'. human rights ' חסarti cle חcannot write a 1 .ו am not an intellectual " 
". e חd preserved came fr·om duty well do חbut wise mother that rights to be deserved a 

dhi ח- Mahatma Ga 126 



the חסg held חties - like the prayer meeti 
f the חססccasi סthe חסf May every year 27סth 

dit Jawaharlal חiversary ot the late Pa חחdeath a 
. s חסccasi סther similar וסr סNehru as well as 

d prayer halls in חgues a סg the Synag חlisti חס

-f the Jewish Wel סtatives חuth Asia. Represe סS 
-New Delhi, participate regu ,חסciati סfare Ass 
-ri סged by the Auth חs arra חסlarly in all functi 

ng regation BINA is one of the well knit סC 
e Bene-lsraels in U.S.A. lts ~וorganisat ions of t 

t is Elijah E. Jhirad and secretary רpresider 
.) Samuel M. Daniel (Divekar 

CONGREGATION, "BINA" U.S.A. 

-isation which ex חBINA is the only orga 
tended its full cooperation for the celebration 

" :ary of tfie "Gate of Mercy ~ of the 185th Anniver 
1981 . lts president Jhirad sent a חgue i סSynag 

duced סn which is repr סccasi סthe חסmessage 
n סrganised celebrati ססuvenir. lt als סin the S 

to commemorate the 185th Anniversary of the 
gue in co-operation סGate of Mercy" Synag " 

-Decem חס" with " Yeshiva University, New York 
 ber 17, 1981 when Hacham Gaס n of Lחס dחס

rk, Rabbi Searles addressed the סand New Y 
rt resume of סn. Jhirad gave a sh סgregati חסc 

ry of the " Gate of Mercy" Synagogue סthe hist 
dant Samuel Ezekiel חmma סand its founder C 

-f pub סt סDivekar. lts Secretary· Daniel gave l 
,. ns in the U.S.A סnati סr securing d סlicity f 

Canada and U.K. for the publication of the 
. k ססSouvenir and the B 

lts various activities may be judged from 
) 1 ( -the number of committees it has formed 
) 2 ( , Membership and Social Affairs Committee 

nal סReligious Affairs Committee, (3) Educati 
-m סand lnternational Committee, (4) Finance C 
-mmittee and (6) Publica סuth C סmittee, (5) Y 

mmittee is סmittee. Each C וn סn and Press C סti 
n. lt celebrates all the סeaded by a chairpers רl 

-Jewish festivals and helps individual Bene 
rganising " ELIYAHOO HANNABI " and סlsrael in 

other social functions . lt maintains contact with 
-the national and international Jewish Organisa 

. ns סti 

CUL TURAL ACTIVITIES IN THE COl\llMUNITY 

'. They were also attracted towards 'Kirtan 
From the year about 1880 till 1920 there used 
to be a number of 'Kirtans ', which rendered in 

d other וMarathi the lives of prophets , saints ar 
f סBiblical stories. From the commencement 
, 1926 ut the year סtury till ab זtieth cer חthe twe 

a number of musical clubs were formed in 
. ged dramas in Marathi גcmbay, which st סB 

These dramas were patronised by non-Jews also 
wn סand were genera!ly held in the theatre kn 

seph David Penkar סwever, J סuse' . H סPlay H ' 
-mi סn Benjamin Varulkar d סjamin Aar חand Be 
, g dramas. ln thirties חnated the scene of stagi 

the " Bene-lsrael Youth Day" used to organise 
the רחסannually. After the serious discussior 

-burning topics of the day, an entertainment pro 
gramme followedס rm tס . This served as a platf 

display their hidden talents . This was סyouths t 
mmenced סperhaps the first time that qirls c 

. g in skits and .dance performances חparticipati 
-l Mac ססFrom the year 1928 the lsraelite Sch 

: duction ·סlntr 

f סg character !:otics חf the outstandi סOne 
-n to סthe Bene-lsraels has been the attracti 

on as the ancestors of the סwards music . As s 
tly חBene-lsraels learnt to speak Marathi flue 
lk סr Hindustani) the womer1 f (סd later Hindi חa 
-cca סthe סgs suitable t חg so חstarted composi 
, sion - marriage, circumcision, anni11ersaries 

etc . These were known as " shahiris ." The tunes 
f these songs were quite different. As per the ס

ne (;2red to סחס, e-lsraels חof the Be חסtraditi 
g the 18th Century חg. Duri חrd even one so סrec 

d bards. By חthere were a number of shahirs a 
uths began to be סeteenth century, the y חi חthe 

to the חattracted towards the few who had take 
. stage - writing plays, directing and acting 
-minent among them was David Haeem Dlve סPr 

der of the חn of the fou 1ס<ar, the great . grand s 
e-lsraels, Samaji חf the Be סagogue חoldest Sy 

.) Hasaji Divekar (Sa.muel Ezekiel Divekar 

 A good example is the best serm.חס
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in ווu וst a סut 1950 there was alm סAfter ab 
me individuals סugh s סrtant activity, th סthis imp 

m and Tap Dancing . The ססBall R סhad taken t 
· n are still remember סf Judas and Aar סnames 
-shua Abra סrget J סt f סne cann ס, wever סed. H 

ubtedly was סund סham Reuben (Bhinjekar) wh 
ng the Bene סn am סfessi סneer in this pr סthe pi 

. lsraels 

' rganise 'CHANNUKAH WEEK ססcabeans used t 
ut twenty years. On every day סr ab סannually f 

f the Channukah, except Friday evening, there ס

f entertainment by way סrm סme f סbe s סused t 
, ry writing סessay and st ר,cu·tio1 סrts, el סof sp 

f the סns. One סmpetiti סdrawing and painting c 
-m סn was the 'singing c סmpetiti סpular c סst p סm 

.' n סpetiti 

(1983) JEWISH CULTURAL ASSOCIATION OF INDIA 

rganised Bhangra סbegin with , it has 1983ס. T 
~ f th סlk dance סpular f סDance - a very p 

brave Punjabisס rmanceחס . lt held a public perf 
-f the "Rebec סn סf ·the inaugurati סn סccasi סthe 
" f the " Magen Hasidim ס'' cabai Samuel Hall 

f the סns סgue, anniversary celebrati סSynag 
-gue and at the lnter סTiphereth lsrael " Synag " 

vember סtsav) in N סnal Film Festival (Film סnati 
. 1983 

lsrael סupe t סn had sent its tr סciati סThe Ass 
f ס" participate in the " ISRAEL FESTIVAL סt 

which Jewish contingent יrdance and music, i 
-rld had participat סer the w ס\וst all סm alm סfr 

. ed 

-augmerit its al סraise funds t סrder t סln 
n had held סciati סst depleted finance, the Ass סm 

e חסa fund raising drive in February 1984 in 
-bay חוסus theatres in B סst prestigi סf the m ס

rium סthe Birla Matushree Sabhagraha. The audit 
. f 1000 capacity was fully packed ס

Ben-Hur Bhastekar, 
President. 

1areness יvf creating a סbject סWith the 
, wards lndian Folk dances סs t וutl סngst the y סam 

rmed the סuths met to-gether and f סa few y 
JEWISH CUL TURAL ASSOCIATION in early 

WHAT IS INDIAN CULTURE? 

b. He and his family had סf a j סut in search ס

ugh סlsrael very recently. Th סemigrated t 
Mrs. Charikar, since סour visit was a surprise t 

-r inti סwe had arrived at her place without pri 
f סffered a cup סmed and סn we were welc סmati 
teaס take leaveס f her tס . When we wanted t 
-n (we were on sight סur destinati ססceed t סpr 

was סgramme then) Mrs. Charikar, wh סseeing pr 
-rd סf age then said that acc כ:יut 25 years סab 

sts must share סn the h סthe lndian traditi סing t 
visit סd with the guests if they happen t ססhis f 

r supper time. We very much סduring lunch 

-ut the influ סreigners enquire ab סMany f 
 enceס f lndian c1.1itureחס the lndian Jews .ו

relate it in סuld be t סthink the best answer w 
. f a true story סrm סf 

-had visit ו• my niece and ~ vif ~ ln 1968 my 
visit a Bene-lsrael סed lsrael. We happened t 

-still remem וrget the full name but סfami ly (1 f 
ber the surname was Charikar). Charikar was 

 knס wn tס me butסח t intimately and neitherו
-m סacc מy sister-in-law, wh וחr סr my wife סn 

ne סpanied us, had met his wife. Charikar had g 

; le סns סc סled, as t סns סbe c סmuch seek t סt s סח. may 0ו Divine Master, grant that 
. ve סl סved as t סbe l סd, as to understand; T ססbe underst סT 
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their food inside the kitchen, but with a 
difference. 

, Rice served to them was plain and dry 
t a single piece סחwithout curry and there was 

. f fish in their plates ס

E. M. JACOB 

appreciated this fine gesture, particularly when 
we had not met each other earlier and were 

d agreed to sit for lunch. We וtotal strangers, ar 
-dia, my sister חwere five of us -- three from l 

. d her daughter חlaw of lsrael a -1 'ח 

t into the חf lsrael) we (סmy niece חWhe 
to fetch a glass of water for me, she חkitche 

g חwere also havi חobserved that the four childre 

Guests at the l 8Sth Anniversary Celebrations 
ABRAHAM SAMSON MHEDEKAR 

, e sees mud חסugh the same bars סk out thr ססmen l סTw 
) e sees stars. - {Frederick Langbridge חסd חa 

f חססm Karachi (before partiti סall the way fr 
-mbay and got married in this Syna סB סlndia) t 

r his charitable סwn f סgue. A6y is well-kn סg 
which חstitutio חi חn. There is hardly a סsiti סdisp 

. nised סt patr סחhe has 

-mpel סrn in Karachi but was c סAby was b 
leave his birth place when he was סled t 

f age. This was because סhardly thirteen years 
-his pa 1947ח. Whe חof lndia i חof the partitio 

Bombay they סcame t חrents and their childre 
d. Being the ססr their livelih סstruggle f סhad t 

-seek em סthe family Aby· had t חeldest child i 
a חסined the B.E.S.T. workshop סyment. He j סpl 

be exact סa rupee - t חf less tha סdaily wages 
ver סswitched חססly. He s חseventy-five paise o 

life. He חw is well placed i סחbusiness and סt 
achieved this status by sheer hard, dedicated 

ts should חand sincere work. His achieveme 
del tc youth - difficulties and סserve as a m 

as a cnallenge חlife should be take חbstacles i ס
f leaving these סstead חlve these, i סs סd try t חa 

. fate סt 

-f the 'Magen Hasi סHe was the President 
 dim' Syח agס gue, is Patrחס of the Beח e-lsraeו

ciated סd is ass חFund a חסce Educati חfere חCo 
 with severalס ther iח stitutiחס s. He takes keeח

vides them סd pr חuth activities a סy חinterest i 
the field חexhibit their talent i סities t חwith ame 

. rts סf sp ס
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Abraham Samson Mhedekar was the Ghief 
f חסiversary celebratio חחGuest at the 185th A 

 the 'Gateס f Mercy' Syח agס gue heldחס ­Octס
 ber 25, 1981. Abraham (popularly knס wn as Abyן
' the 'Gate cf Mercy סattachment t וhas a specia 

n Mhedekar came סgue. His fether, Sams סSynag 

~ 



NISSIM SAMUEL PINGLE 

gle was the Guest of חNissim Samuel Pi 
of חiversary celebratio חחour at the 185th A חHo 

-Octo חסagogue held חthe 'Gate of Mercy' Sy 
y חber 25, 1981 of v;hict1 he is a member for ma 

. years 
-t hesi סחdoes -חg ma חNissim is a dari 

his career he חess. l חbusi חg risk i חtate taki 

-s. By sheer determi חd dow חups <l חhas see 
his ability he has חfider.ce i חd co חa חatio ח

d to-day ha is well חovercome the hurd\es a 
ce to חof assista חlife. He has bee חplaced i 

g חity by assisti חthe commu חsome members i 
. g societies חg co-operative housi חformi חthem i 

) DR. SAMUEL SOLOMON (Vakrulkar 
) ia חB.Ag ., M.Sc., Ph .D., M.S. (Ca\ifor 

ducted by the youths below רוs were co חratio 
s חthe age of thirty-five years. After deliberatio 

ity חg the ccmmu חt subjects affecti חimporta חס
t programme followed. The חme חtertai חe חa 

tributed by חitems of these programmes were co 
-1937, the won חity. l חthe youths of the commu 

ologue. '1 AM NOT MAD' enacted חderful mo 
actor late David was the talk חow חby the we\1-k 

. for days חof the tow 

-., sible for the cele חly respo חThe youth mai 
 bratioח s of the Youth Day was Sam Solomoח

urtured it for the first two years חVakrulkar, who 
. Secretary חס.as its H 

Moses חSam is the son of the late Solomo 
Vakrulkar, Solicitor. He had his education at 

· St. Mary's High School, Bombay; St. Xavier's 
'; a חCollege, Bombay; Agricultural College, Poo 

-stitute, New Delhi; College of Agricul חRoyal l 

ln the year 1936, youths in the community 
started drawing attention of their elders. They 
organised annual sessions in which the delibe-

) lons, but they hold him. - (Pope וAn obstinate man does not hold opir 
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DR. (MRS.) RUBY SAMUEL SOLOMON (Vakrulkar) 

L.C.P.S., L.M., (ROTUNDA) 

- cerity(חס (Bulwer Lytt חf Si סius חthusiasm is the · ge חE 

 Agricultural Cס llege & Parbhaח i. He rE:tired iח
. 1968 

& d חgla חHe has visited the U.S.A., lsrael, E 
d Australia . He was חes a וr זחu סc חpea סEur 

g with Dr. (Mrs.) Ruby חסur al סחסf H סGuest 
-iver חחf the 185th A חססcc.asi סthe חסחסm סl סS 
-f Mercy" Syna סf the " Gate סs חסsary Celebrati 

. 1981 , 6 December חסgue סg 

f סt חu סse aid a large am סwh חries, Trust, i 
f the סs were collected as a result חסati חסd 

rganised by the Special סFund Raising Drive 
f which she 1978ס ittee in וmn סFund Raising C 

ther, the late סLike her m .חו., is the Chairpers 
eedy חMrs. Abigael E. Moses, she assists the 

She is the .חסr their higher educati סuths f סy 
 Trustee aח d Chairpersחסס f D. Gershס ne Mem-ס

. 1970 d since חlarship Fu סrial Sch 

e-lsrael Stree חf the Be סt חShe was Preside 
ked after its ססd l חr three years a סdal f חMa 

r סf חeedy childre חd חr a ססr the p סic f חBaby-Cli 
f the סdecadas. She was President סver tw ס
mbay סB ,חסi חx U סd סmen's Branch cf Orth סW ' 

. r three years סf 

r סl f ססHigh Sch חShe was educated i 
-Medi וna סe (Huzur Paga) , Nati חGirls, Pu חdia חl 

da Hospital and חtu סmbay, R סllege, B סC וca 
. spital , Dublin סNational Children's H 

 After working with Dr. E. H. Cס yajee, Maiח
-years she started pri חr thirtee סe f חStreet, Pu 
-1959, which prac חmbay i סB חvate practice i 

. ntinues סtice she still c 

-gland (twice) , Elre, Scot חShe has visited E 
. pean countries and lsrael סland, Eur 

ur, along with סחסf H סShe was the Guest 
of the חthe occasio חסחסm סl סDr. Samuel S 

f the "Gate of סs חiversary Celebratio 185חחth A 
. 1981 , 6 December חסgue סag חMercy" Sy 
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-f Cali סiversity חd U חia ; a חture, Davis, Califor 
f סawardee חia, Berkeley, U.S.A. He is a חr סf 

". rlal Prize סuse Mem סdh סWo " 

, a חססhe Agricultural College, P ןed חHe joi 
t Professor חd Assista חt a חas Research Assista 

s were rapid . He was חy. His promotio חof Bota 
gist at Dharwar, Dy. Director of סt Physiol חPla 

. g Agrl חdi חte חa - Superi רAgriculture, Poor 
ally Principal of the Poona חOfficer, Nasik and fi 

-t סthe fo חwed i סhas foll חסm סl סDr. Ruby S 
-f her father, the late Dr. E. Moses סsteps 

e-lsrael Mayor of חly Be חd i.he O חthe First a 
-t from her social acti חBombay. This is evide 

: ed as under חסti חvities me 

e by חסrk d סd w ססued the g חn1.i סShe has c 
r the upkeep of cemeteries סses f סDr. E. M 

as חw סחw k סad, (n סes R חTrustee of the Hai 
-t Road Cemete חd Gra חses Road) , a סDr. E. M 



ld חסGadkar is a חjami חBe חסsi חBarukh Be 
gue סag חf Mercy" Sy סf the "Gate סmember 

f חססccasi סthe חסd was the Chief Guest חa 
f the סiversar·y חחof the 185th A חסthe celebrati 

December 13, 1981. He· retired חס, gue סag חSy 
mmerce סf C סistry חthe Mi חder Secretary i חas U 

1959. He was חdia, i חf l ס. vt סdustry, G חd l חa 
to the 49th חDelegatio חdia חdeputed with the l 

cil of חd Social Cou חmic a סחof the Eco חSessio 
 the Uח ited Natioח s, held at Geח eva iח 1949 .

B. B. BENJAMIN (GADKAR), B.A. 

the right perspective is that they are always חgs i חt see thi חס'ple d סy pe חwhy ma חThe reaso 
. gle חg at an e חki סIo 

e-lsrael חBe חgly certai חci חvi חסed c חhe explai 
ers which Fiad been falsely חחd ma חms a סcust 

-i.i which had gravely prejudi חhim a סreported t 
, 1962 e-lsraels. In חst the Be חd, agai חced his mi 

gues סag חf Sy סcil חu סhe addressed the World C 
. e-lsraels חthe racial purity of Be חחסtio חve חסC 

 Siח ce he has acquired vast kח owledgeחס
-in חfte סhe is ח,d Religio חthe Jewish Law a 

s of חthe occasio חסs חvited to deliver sermo 
. gues סag חiversaries of quite a few Sy חחthe A 

 A majס r pס rtioחס f the iח fס rmatiחס pertai-ח
g חity duri חmmu סthe c חthe activities i סing t 

 the 19th ceח tury, appeariח g iח this Bס ok isחס
rds preserved by סf the valuable rec סt חu סacc 

 him aח d which he was gס od eסח ugh to Jס aח
. ir Committee חof the Souve חthe Chairma סt 

-graphy has appear סf fiis bi סA brief sketch 
paedia Judiaca, published in סcycl חthe E חed i 

. Israel 

the affairs חterest i חi חtakes kee חjami חBe 
) 1 ( f סt חity. HE?· was the Preside חmmu סof the c 

New Delhi , (2) Sir חס,sociati ~ Jewish Welfare A 
l, (3) Etz Haeem סElly Kadoorie High Scho 

f סgue סag חited Sy חd (4) The U חPrayer .Hall a 
f the סt חthe Vice Preside סlndia. He was als 

rk. At סagogues, New Y חcil cf Sy חWorld Cou 
-e חf the Kurla Be סt חpresent he is the Pr·eside 

f (1) Sir Elly חסd patro חIsrael Prayer Hall, a 
l, (2) Etz Haeem Prayer סrie High Scho ססKad 

 Hall, (3) The Bene-lsrael Coח fereח ce Educatiחס
) 5 ( d חgue a סag חd, (4) Tifereth lsrael Sy חFu 

. ona סP חס,Jewish Welfare Associati 

t of the Jewish חWhile he was the Preside 
ject for סNew Delhi, the Pr חס,ciati סWelfare Ass 

y Centre זi חg a Prayer Hall cum Commu חbuildi 
f "The סe חסst חdatio חu סwas realised. The f 

, February 12th חס" Judah Hyam Prayer Hall 
. 1956, was laid by him 

agogue חited Sy חf the U סt חAs the Preside 
-Welim " חpublish a Bulleti סdia, he used t חof l 
.) d ye shall Teach Them חmadthem Otham" (A 
 These bulletiח s cחס taiח ed valuable informatioח
t חrta סd some imp חa חthe Jewish Religio חס

. ity חour commu חts that occured i חeve 

,. ad-the U.S.A סHe has also travelled abr 
 Eח glaח d, Fraח ce, Belgium aח d Switzerlaח d. lח
-e חe "Be רtt חסspeak סvited t חthe U.S.A. he was i 

s," by חd traditio חms a סlsrael history, their cust 
other countries he חagogues. l חearly 30 Sy ח
study the MINHAG סagcgues t חded the Sy חatte 

1960 and חof their services. He visited lsrael i 
 l .1962ח he had a ,1960ח audieח ce with the theח

Sephardi Chief Rabbi Hacham Nissim to whom 
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f Samuel סt חde חR. S. Divek3r, a desce 
f the " Gate סder חu סEzekiel Divekar's family, f 

m סthe way fr ווgue, came a סag חf Mercy" Sy ס
the 185th חparticipate i סlsrael with his wife, t 

 Aחח iversary Celebrati.חס

R. S. DIVEKAR 

JOURNALS AND JOURNALISTS 

ity חmu חרסthe C חals published i חur סf J סrder סgical סl וסr סChr 
) received חסrmati סf חAs per i ( 

) Satya Prakash , Marathi חl ( " ORE EMETH " . 1 

" TERUVAH " . 2 

" ISRAEL SHRAM " . 3 

" LAMP OF JUDAISM " . 4 

' ISRAEL BENE THE " . 5 

" DHARMADEEP " . 6 

" ISRAEL OF FRIEND " . 7 

, terest חpay i סciple t חst his pri חly agai חסt סחey, it is חסws m סrr סb חסa pers חWhe 
. ciple חpay the pri סterest t חst his i חagai סbut als 

f סul סr the s סHe recited the Hashkaba f 
his 184th חסthe late Samuel Ezekiel Divekar 

 death Aחח iversary at a Prayer Meetiח g heldחס
. 1981 , 9 December 

1877 Ashtamkar חסSams חסAar 
 David Reubeח Kס rlekar 1881 tס 1885

. 1879 Ashtamkar . חסSams חjami חBe 

f the חססds חDavid Haeem Divekar, great-gra 
. gue סag חf Mercy" Sy סf the "Gate סder חu סf 

 Beח jamiח Samsחס Ashtamkar 1881 tס 1885 .
 Samuel Sס lס mחס Mazgaחס kar 1893 tס 1896 .

 Abraham Sס lס mחס Pezarkar 1893 tס 1900

- 1896ס r, Publisherסח t kסח w(ח 1900 (Edit 

m סr fr סjekar was its Edit חBhi חAbraham Reube 
 f 1894ס r few mחס ths. Jacס b lsaac Aptekar, whס
-d Abraham Eze חt a חllege stude סa C חwas the 
-d publish חg a חti חf pri סrk סthe w חסkiel carried 

1910. lsaac Abraham סe upt חg the magazi חi 
1919 but gave it up חkar restarted it i סTalega 

Aptekar revived it ו.. ill health. J סdue t חססs 
. 1927 ued it till חti חסd c חa 
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Barrister David Solomon Erulkar. 1917 to 1922 
l.J.Samson 1922-25 

Khan Bahadur Jacob B. lsrael, (Vargharkar) ,. 
1926 

8. "THE ISRAELll"E" 

J. N. Reuben (Nagaokar) 1918 to 1927. 9. "THE BENE ISRAEL REVIEW" 

10. "OCCASIONAL THOUGHTS" Samuel Solomon Mazgaokar 1924 to 1930. 

1936-37 (Editor and Publisher not known) . 11. "THE JEWISH MINISTER" 

S. J. Kolabkar (in thirties). 

(Bulletin of the lsraelite School Maccabeans). 

12. "KOLABA TRAVELS INVESTIGATION" 

13. "MESSENGER" 

14. "MACCABI" S. R. Bundarkar from 1947. Still in existence" 
but now published quarterly. 

Union of Orthodox Jewish Congregaticn 
of lndia 1956-1958. 

14A. " MEBASSER" 

Bulletin of "UNll"ED SYNAGOGUE OF INDIA" 
(1959-1962). 

15. "VELIMADATTHEM OTHAM" 
(And Ye Shall teach them) 

16. " RODEF SHALOM NEWS" 

17. "INDO ISRAELL REVIEW" 

18. "0 H R" 

19. "IMPACT" 

20. "MIKHTAV SHELANO" (Our letter) 

Published by Jewish Religious Union. 

Bombay Zionist A~sociation. 

Jewish Welfare. Associationר 1983 . , Delhi fron 

J. R. U. Youth Group - July, 1983. 

Jewish Welfare Association, Pune-Marc,h, 1984-

OUTSIDE THE COMMUNITY : 

) A. Ezekiel (Talkar .1 .ו , dian National Herald וBombay Sentinel, lr 
. The People, Sunday Advocate, Lok Satta 

2. Prof. Nissim Ezekiel (Talkar) . i) lllustrated Weekly of lndia ( 
. ii) lmprint ( 

. etry of lrdia סiii) Quest - P ( 
. iv) Freedom First ( 

3. Dr. Hannan Ezekiel (Talkar) Economic Times. 

4. George Abraham Sion (Garapkari 

5. Mrs. Rachel A. Gaakar 

6. Bunny Reuben (Nagavkar) 

Free Lance. 

Free Lance. 

A leading Public Relations Consultant · 
and Film Critic. 

(i) Sarvodaya Sadhana (1960-197A) . 
(ii) Sarvodaya Sevak (1978 onwards) 

both in Marathi. 

7. Eli Raymond Gadkar 

Disappointment is the nurse of wisdom - Kingsley 
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Samuel Solomon Mazgaonkar was also a 
urnalist who used to publish "LAMP OF סj 

f the 19th סg the later part חJUDAISM" duri 
tury חf the LOth Ce סthe early part חtury. l חCe · 

". publish " OCCASIONAL THOUGHT...S סhe used t 
t חalist of a differe חur סMazgaonkar was a j 

urnalists he ·was a sharp סlike other j חtype. U 

kar סMazga ses סM iel חDa . 8 .) di וHir in ( Lok Swaraj . 

Elias . H . A . 9 . king חBa mmercial סC 

) Kamerlekar ( Alec Elijah . 10 .) 1971-73 ( ker חi וTl pic סtr חSy The 

) b (Gadkar סE. M. Jac . 11 1970 from חlater Samarita d חa Apsara 
. Chembur Rotary Club of r the סf 

SAMUEL SOLOMON MAZGAONKAR 

JACOB ISAAC APTEKAR 

g חced taki חmme סb lsaac Aptekar c סJac 
. early age חal affairs at quite a חmmu סc חpart i 

jekar gave חBhi חAbraham Reube 1894ח whe חl 
" rship cf the "FRIEND OF ISRAEL סup the edit 
-ths, it was Apte חסr a few m סg it f חafter publishi 

t took up the חa college stude חwas the סkar, wh · 
-der the guid חg it u חsibilities of publishi חrespo 
-cea חסce of Abraham Ezekiel. This publicati חa 

1910. lt was re-started by lssac Abraham חsed i 
1919, but soon gave it up חkar i חסTalega 

f his illness. lt was again Aptekar who סbecause 
d חk up the responsibility of publishing it a סto 

till 1927. 'FRIEND OF חסued the publicati חti חסc 
glish חE חtained articles i חסly c חסt סח' ISRAEL 

. Marathi חi סbut als י

-ok a lead כ:t סse wh סf th סAptekar was one 
e-lsrael חf the Be סs חסdeliberati חg part i חi 

t at its חd he was the Preside חce, a חfere חסC · 
mmittee סd was a C 1927ח a חi חסth Sessi חEleve 

-f the Bene-lsrael Conference Educa סmember 

od communicator, you have to f>e a good listner סbe a g סT 

his writ.ings. He חhumourous i סcritic and als 
 alsס acted as Kirtaח karחס twסס ccasioח s, wheח

thQ חrm this duty i סperf סhe was requested t 
 abseח ceס f the actuaו persחס s whס failed tס
-rm סperf "חסSams " חסth the kirtans סd. B חatte 

 edחס September 29, 1918 and "Jud ith "חס
. January 1, 1921 were well appreciated 

til liis חu חst its inceptio סd from alm חFu חסti 
d חfu חסr the educati סrked f סg away. He w חpassi 

 as a Secretary iח Vice-Preside ,1923ח t iח 1927
1935 1928, 1931 to חt i חd Preside חd 1949 a חa 

thli חסso 1948ו. Aptekar was a סd 1941 t חa 
w (סח" l ססf the "lsraelite Sch סagement חMa 

l"). He was ססrie Sch ססas "Sir Elly Kad חw סחk 
agogue חf the Tiphereth lsrael Sy סa member 

attached to סt. He was als חits Preside סd als חa 
the Jewish Co-operative Bank and worked for 

. f years סumber חgress for a סits pr 

-Dr. Miss Jhirad started the "Reform חWhe 
-rmed the Jewish Reli סd f חt" a חveme סed M 

 giס us Uח iחס iח Aptekar joi ,1925ח ed the Uח iחס
umber of חd was its active member for a חa 

. years 

 He wasחס e of the leadiח g Lawyers iח
. mbay סB 
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This letter had appeared in August 1926 issue of the monthly Magazine, "THE BENE-ISRAEL 
REVIEW." Since a1 reference has been made to Simon Benjamin Vakrulkar, whose short re­
sume has appeared under the article "Two Bene-lsrael Personalities" on page 61 of this 
book, we ha1ve taken the liberty to reproduce it. 

­· intelligence. After an hour's conversation refe1 
ring chiefly to the community, he suddenly 
asked : "How many Bene-lsraels of your type 

. are there in the community?" Unhesitatingly 
replied that there were many, highly educated ו

and better informed than myself. "Well," he 
come across one of your וexclaimed, "had 

". would nqt have left the community ו, type 
aughed and told him that within the last fifty וו

years the World had changed greatly and the 
Bene-lsrael community had made rapid and 

. progressive strides. To this he bowed his head 
e copies 1ו then ventured to request him for tt 

of some of his works. These he was good 
. enough to give me 

-These men were masters of Marathi lite 
rature. Their disappearance is a great loss to 
us and their chairs are still vacant with all our 

. boast of education and progress 
That Marathi is our mother-tongue cannot 

be gainsaid . Why should we be ashamed of 
the language and neglect it? Rabindranath 

, Tagore, the greatest modern poet of Bengal 
Bengali before חfirst wrote his charming works i 

-he took to writing English poems and deliver 
-ing English addresses and gaining a world 

. wide reputation 
, Our resourceful co-religionists in Russia 

Austria and Germany have produced a new 
~ anguage called Yiddish from Hebrew and Ger ז

man of which they are perfect masters and a 
. vast literature has sprung up in that language 
-and and America Yid זEng חTo-day, there are i 
-which Jewish actors and act חdish theatres i 

resses excel. Why should we be ungrateful to 
our lingua-mater which ·has stood us in such 

-turies? A scholar is univer יrgood need for ce 
sally respected for his learning and service to 

r ס, the country, be he a Marathi , Gujarathi 
Hindi , English, Ger·man, Russian or French . A 

. scholar is a scholar irrespective of language 
sincerity to cultivate the זוappeal to you in a ו

language to the scholarly end. lf you strive to 
. respect her, she will repay you a thousand fold 

, Yours faithfully 
1. A. ISAAC Tolstoi Cottage, 

Balugaon, (Distt. Puri) 
Dt.: 11-8-1926. 

, To 
, The Editor 

" The Bene-lsrael Review " 

, Dear Sir 

lt is a matter of great regret that in our 
attempt to Anglicise ourselves, the genius of 

-producing Marathi literature has waned consi 
-derably with the sad result that we have pro 

duced not a single Marathi author or poet of 
can count וthe twentieth century, whilst חnote i 

 some in the nineteenth, of whom we ought tס
be proud of. Of a truth, they were a great 

-remem ו. acquisition to the la.nd of their birth 
ber the late David Haeem Divekar, a charming 

orator; the late Aaron חwriter of romance and a 
Samson Ashtamkar, a poet and sober writer of 

Benjamin Wakrulkar, known ו:ethics and Simo 
-in his time in the Bombay Presidency as Wal 

rathi prose writer, a great ~ ker, a powerful M 
. critic, a reformer and an orator of first rank 

The tast named gentleman is a specimen of 
-the old stock of writers and is still alive pass 

. ing his days in obscurity 

There is an interesting incident connected 
-with him, which will not be out place to men 

came across him accidentalty in ו. tion here 
-Catcutta in the year 1907. lt came to my know 

old gentleman of the Bene-lsrael חledge that a 
. community was putting up at a certain place 

became anxious to see him and accordingly ו
was accosted וwent to visit him. At the gate 

was and what my וby his durwan as to who 
ded me חbusiness was, at the same time, he ha 

, a slip of paper to be filled in with my name 
. desired to see וbusiness and the gentleman 
-complied. The durwan returned in a few mi ו
 nutes with the remarks written in pencil : "1 dס

have severed וnot wish to see a Bene-lsrael as 
my connection with the community fifty years 
ago." (Vakrulkar was excommunicated for his 

t prepared for such סחwas ו.) reformed views 
wanted וa rebuff. My curiosity was raised and 

 to sift the meaning of such a stern reply .ו
wrote back : "1 do not want to meet you or 
greet you as a Bene-lsrael, but as 1'1 man to 

-a man." This had the desired effect and he re 
was ushered into the presence of a ו. ented ז

venerable tooking otd gentleman, beaming with 

like the noise of democracy - James Buchanan ו
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Erulkar was perriaps the חDavid Solomo . 
-e-lsrael [0 hc;ve passed the Barrister-at חrst Be וf 

dia, he חto l חhis retur וOr ח.atio חLaw Exami 
, bay High Court. However חpractised in the Bor 

ed the חd joi חleft this Legal Practice a חססhe s 
ated חve חas a co חdia Steam N.avigatio חSci 

t from service he חAfter retireme ח.service ma 
settled down in United Kingdom. But he could 

-t lead a retired life. His services were requi סח
-isa חal Labour Orga חatio חter חed by the l חsitio 

1948 whiie he was with l.L.O., he was חl .חtio 
dit Jawaharlal Nehru the חrequested by Pa 

-impor חdia to take up a חist9r ot l חPrime Mi חthe 
dia he חto l חhis retur חסd חt a חme חt assig חta 

ted 'NAVIGATION ADVISER' to the חwas appoi 
f lndia. He left for U.K. for good סt חme חGover 

. r a few years סdia f חg l חafter servi 

DAVID SOLOMON ERULKAR B,A,. Bar-at-Law 

. Shakespeare -.חy ma חbe false to a חot the חst ::חוu c סself be true - th חw סthine סT 

-the mat סk int ססt l סחity that if it did חcommu 
ds in which חf the mou סtraces ווtly a חe ~ ter ur 

-tradition their ship-wrecked an סng t וaccord 
. ost וburied would be חcestors had bee 

r. . capital ססg חRa חr t stay i סg his sh חDuri 
se סth חf lndia i סas a part יvf Burma, (Burma v ס

ccurred which סt incident חrta סimp חdays) a 
e-lsraels. (A few חthe Be סry t סught vict סbr 

 Beח e-lsrael families had left Bס mbay iח 1896
f סunt סacc חססחסg חRa חwn i סd settled d חa 

d in Bombay) . On their arrival סthe slump peri 
in Rangoon the Bene-lsraels were welcomed by 

wn סthe lraqi Jews who had already settled d 
enroll as members סwed t סthere. They were all 

ted in חgue and also were ccu סag חf the.ir Sy ס
n סre the electi סwever, just bef סyan. H חוthe M 

gue in 1935 the סag חf the Sy סf the trustees ס
-e-lsrael members vvere re חf the Be סnames 

d were ח>גm the membership register סmoved fr 
the חסchise חexercise their fra סwed t סt all סח

f סts חda חt dece סחunds that they were סgr 
 pure Jews. The reasס n fס r cס ming tס

clusion was that the Bene-lsraels חis co ~ t 
t observe the Jewish laws of סחd וd 

n סd Halisa *. However, the real reas חa * חo סYib 
e-lsrael members חames of Be חg the חvi סfor rem 

power became חt. When the party i חwas differe 
ot חight וaware that the Bene-lsrael members n 

r the Trusteeship סsupport their candidates f 
~ m the membershi סames were removed fr חheir ~ 

the יhave סg party t חruli סable th חe סer t ~ r ? חו
Barrister Erulkar .חty at the time cf electio וr סנma 

behalf of the Bene-lsraels חסtook up the cudge!s 
urt there. The סthe High C חd filed a suit i חa 

-rcefully argued by Erulkar and suc סcase was f 
the Court דרi סg the verdict fr חgetti חceeded i 

e-lsraels. lt is interesting חin favour of the Be 
note what the Learned Judge said wnile סt 

-g his judgement. He said that it ap חdeliveri 
him that 1he Bene-lsraels were more סpeared t 

k than the lraqi Jews סut lc סadvanced in their 
ld סue to practice the חt cont i סחas they did 

, d old days ססeeded in g חugh סlaws, which th 
g created wide חbsolete. This ruli סme סhad bec 

-d it was believ חthe Jewish world a חterest i חi 
f the Bene-lsraels סrigin סed that the matter of 

t חwever, subseque סr all . H סce f חסwas settled 
. t time belie this belief חthe prese סevents upt 
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ther Dr. Abraham סDavid, like his elder br 
mmediately ו. ity חr his commu סve f סErulkar had l 

e וfg t חfrom U.K. after passi חafter his retur 
Barristerס ­n he straight-a\1'1ay pluח 's Examinat i 
g חowi חcommunity welfare activities . K סged int 

the חt role i חthat a journal plays an importa 
n, he סformati חd i חication a חmatter of commu 

-g "THE ISRAELITE". This jour חstarted publishi 
ed חtai חסnal like "THE FRIEND OF ISRAEL" c 

tributed חglish and Marathi co חarticles both in E 
. m lndia as well as abroad סs fr חסby eminent pers 

d that חit was fou חceased whe חThe publicatio 
s towards חסthere were hard ly any contributi 

. Marathi articles 

e of the Founder Members of the חסHe was 
 All lndia lsraelite League, which used to hס ­ld aח

r a few years . At the סm 1917 f סs fr חסual sessi ח

e League held in Bcmbay in ייln of t סfifth sessi 
the חn i סt resoluti חrta סved an imp 1921ס he m 

g his חri נmatter of NAWGAON CEMETERY. D1 
ut the סformed the members ab חspeech he i 

 satisfactס ry result arrived at iח theח egotiatiחס
d appealed חrities a סt Auth חme חver סwith the G 

rt סf the Community to supp גrthe Members סt 
. eartedly. He reminded the וthe scheme wholer 

t חcie חdelegates that the cemetery was an a 
-mmu סthe c סterest t חric i סd was of hi s1 חe a חס

g th z· charge חnity as it was the means of rebutti 
ity that it was of mixed חiu חlevelled at the com 

ted out that the cemetery was חdescent. He poi 
d was being desecrated by carts חstill in use a 

of it and 1·emir1ded tlie חrtio כrסver a סg חpassi 



-Halisa : .The procedure which follows the re * 
-fusal of surviving brother to marry his sister 

9 when it is חlisa, a ~ in-la_w.. . is known as .H 
etting the ב:as the effect of ~ ca!ried _ out it . 

widow free to marry again according to her 
. own choice 

Barrister Eru!ka1· was also a member of the 
f the lsraelite School סManaging Committee 

and had taken a leading _ rola in _ the formation 
. . of the Jewish Co-operative Bank 

* Yiboon : The mar ri ilge of a man to the widow 
of his deceased brother who had d:ed child­
less is known as Yiboon. 

S. R. BUNDARKAR 

1. A. EZEKIE.L (TALKAR) 

A husband is a person who is under the impression that he bosses the house, 
when in reality, he only ·houses thc boss. 

jamin Gadkar ror the United Synagogue of 
'~ lndia. The late tv1iss Ruben used to publis 

arathi and the Bene-lsrael דvNOPHET" in r " 
-ok in the twenties, " BENE סYear & Annual B 

ISRAEL REVIEW" LiSed to be published by 
. the late Joseph N. Reuben 

lt is to the credit of S. R. Bundarkar that 
he has been regularly publishing the journal 
MACCABI " for the last thirty-six years . From " 

-ly publica 967ו it was a montr 1947 ·ז to about 
. tion. Later it was switched over to quarterly 

Let us hope that Bundarkar -t-vill continue 
to publish "MACCABI" atleast till it celebrates 

. 1997 its Golden Jubilee in 
Gate of Merc.y" Synagogue will celebrate "( 

.) 1996 , May רוits Bi-centenary i 

", Bombay Sentinel. " Editor of "The People 
Sunday Advocate," and " Lok Satta." He was " 

-a fearless writer and during the freedc.m strug 
gle he published some of the thundering front 

, page reports/articles wifh screaming headlines 
thus proving to the British that the pen wa'3 
mightier than the sword . He began hi" career 
as a Scout Master of the lsraelite School , later 
known as Sir Elly Kadoorie School and was 

-very popular with the Scouts. Under his guTd 
-sraelite Scout troup No. 35 won seve וance the 

thletic meets that used to be ::ו P.!': in וral nri 

. organized for the scouts in Bombay 

He was a powerful orator, both in Englfsh 
and Marathi , and used to take very active part 
in the politics of the "Gate of Mercy'1 Syna­
gogue. 

-When he died he was principal of the Sid 
dharth College of Mass Communication and 

. raining School for Entrance to Politics ז

The history of jcurnalism in the Bene-lsraei 
community is not at all satisfactory. There were 

ins and ~ irty journals, bulle רnot more than tl 
periodicals published from 1877 so far. Not 

" one of them with the exception of " MACCABI 
and " FRIEND OF ISRAEL" completed a decade 

. of its existence, IE:•ave alone a quarter century 
" SATYA journal Bene-lsrael first The 

~ PRAKASH" published in 1877 was by the lat 
Aaron Samson Ashta mker. The late Kammodan 
Muccadam David Haeem Divekar used to publish 

e, " SHRAM". Other journals חa monthly magali 
published were " FRIEND OF ISRAEl-", "THE 

-ISRAELITE", "KOLABA TRAVELS IN'JESTIGA 
-VELIMA 'י, TION" by the late S. J. Kolabkar 
-DATTHEM OTHAAM" published by Barukh Ben 

A. Ezekiel was a renowned journalist of ו.
his time and had written several full-length 
books. For over 20 years he was associated 
with the well-known British Journalist in lndia 

the late B. G. Horniman and also Baba -
Saheb Ambedkar. Being gifted with facile pen 

. he made a mark in varied spheres 
As a journalist he was Assistant Editor of 

lndian National Herald ." News Editor of "The " 
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MAUR!CE PAVID JAPHE1"H 

SHELLIM SAMUEL (PINGLE), M.A., LLB., 
ADVOCATE-SUPREME COURT OF INDIA 

. tellect; his worst enemy, his desire הA man's best Companion is his i 

-vitty ex ~ platform artistry, his humour and 
amples won him i1 ·1stant attention and continued 
interest. He was cften invited to give speeches 

 cand raise toastsג t functioת s by people of aוו
castes and classes. Though he was an lraqi Jew 
he won the hearts of Bene-lsraels and identified 
himself with them (even at a time when lraqi 
Jews did not consider Bene-lsraels as their 
equals) . He brought about greater unison and 

-understanding between the two Jewish communi 
ties. ln fact he even married a Bene-lsrael-Mary 
Samson Killekar of Pune. Japheth ed!ted "The 
Jewish Advocate" a monthly journal published 
by the Bombay Zionist Association. He also 
founded the lndian Zionist Organfsation and was 
its President. He also published the popular 

. behalf of IZO חס" journal " Shalome 

He was religious without being a fanatic 
red sermons at Rodef Shalom ~כand usually deliv 

is sermons וteresting were i וSynagogue. So ir 
that in spite of the dwindling attendence at 

-Synagogues, he attrc:1cted a crowd when his ser 
mons had been ar.11ounced earlier. Some of his 
best sermons have been published in his book 

." Glimpses of God " 

He was selfless and charitable by nature 
and the proceeds from his oooks were donated 

. to various organisations 

ii) Civics for the general reader ( 
.) n 13סth Edi·/i ( 

. iii) lntermediE1te Economics ( 

. iv) Co-author of Principles of Economics ( 

He was four:der-editor 
d by the גReview" publishf 

. Association 

He was a lecturer in Economics and History 
at Khalsa College (1945-46); Prof. of Economics 

.) 1945-55 ( Politics at Xavier's College & 

do-lsrael רof " lr 
Bombay Zionist 

Shellim Samuel is the President of Sir 
Elly Kadoorie School, Chairman of the Jewish 

-Chairman of Local Com ה;Relief Associatio 
 mittee of Waldemar Mordecai Haffkin Mem-ס

mmittee and President of Akhil Bharat סrial C 
. Sahakari Prakashan 
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in the וeth was well-knowr וMaurice Japt 
uch for חJewish Community - and had done r 

deared himself to Jews and ןits welfare. He er 
alist, he וurr סwn j סnon-Jews alike . . .l\s a well kn 
r", and 1סirr l\ו" ," was Editor of "Eves Weel<ly 

other leading publications. He authored several 
," \.Jt Gandhi סbooks including "The Truth ab 

The House that Freedom Built", "Jews of " 
lndia", "What to say and How to sav it" - a 

. the art of public speaking , etc חסk ססb 

ints, he will best סAmong his various plus p 
-s a great orator. His collo r.ו be remembered 

quial style and assertive voice, his grace and 

: Shellim Samuel has published the following 

d early חrigin a סthe חסi) A Treatise ( 
-f the Bene-lsrael of Maha סhistory 

.) 1963 ( rashtra State 



-The well-known author, journalist and edu 
cationist, Dr. Hannan Ezekiel is the third son 

who was the ו,of the late Prof. Moses Ezekie 
Professor of Biology in Wilson College and 
the late Mrs. Dianabai Ezekiel , educaticnist and 

. social worker 

DR. HANN-AN EZEKIEL (TALKAR) 

EVERBODY, SOMEBODY, ANYBODY, NOBODY 

To do our fellow men tne most good in our power, we must lead where we can, follow 
where we cannot and still go with them, watching always the favourable moment for helping 

. n סthem to another step - Thomas Jeffers 140 

Dr. Ezekiel 's eldest son , Nissim f-1 . Ezekiel 
is a Senior Econom ist in U.S.A. 

This miscrospic community did not lag behind 
in any sphere as it contributed its mite during 

Ge struggle, social welfare, produc חindepende 
, ed Doctors, Engineers, Advocates, Solicitors 

. Educationalists, etc 

lt ended up, "Everybody blamed Somebody 
body did what Anybody could have סwhen N 

". done 

-Dr. Ezekiel obtained his doctorate in eco 
nomics from the University of Bombay. He was 
a lecturer at St. Xaviers College, Bombay and 

cs , Bombay וthen at the Department of Econom 
University. From 1976 to 1979 he ·taught at the 
York University in Toronto in Canada and also 

. worked there as an independent consultant 

He is the author of four books. His views 
the strategy for development that should חס

be followed for dealing with the country's 
poverty are expounded in the most recent book 

" entitled "Second lndia Studies - Overview 
. 1978 published by MACl'v11LLIANS in 

As a journalist, he first worked as an 
Ass istant Editor for the Economic Times for 
few years and then he went to the Research 
Department, lnternational Monetory Fund in 
Washington, where he became Chief ot the 
Financial Studies Division. During this period 
he was involved, among other things , in the 
preparation of the scheme for issue of Special 
Drawing Rights. 

After his return from Canada in 1979, 
where, as stated earlier he taught at the 
University, he took up the editorship for the 
"Economic Times" since May 1977, which is 
publ ished simultaneously from Bombay. Delhi, 
and Calcutta. 

be done and סThere was an important job t 
Everybody was sure that Somebody would do 
it, but Nobody did it . Somebody got angry 

. about this because it was Everybody 's job 
it, but סEverybody thought Anybody could d 

. Nobody realised that Everybody would not do it 



GEORGE ABRAHAM SION (GARAPKAR} 

George was an enigma. The more he disclosed , 
the less he revealed . This was partially due to 
his own nature, and partially due to his train­
ing in journalism which he received in New 
York, U.S.A. 

ELLI RAYMOND GADKAR 

The Bene-lsraels in lndia though very very 
-y profes חa 1דו small in number have taken to 

sions and vocations and have participated in 
-almost all walks of life. We have eminent Doc 
, gineers רrtects, F. זtors, Nurses, Lawyers, Arch 
, Teachers and Educationists, Agriculturists 

Craftsmen and even brave Jawans who have 
. served and are serving in Armed Forces etc 

We also had in our midst a iew political 
wokers, people who did social work among 

. e economically backward people ir: lndia ןtt 

TEARS : The hydraulic force by which masc uline will-power is defeated by 
feminine water power. 

~ · -· ................. . 

On his return to lndia, he worked as a 
Sales Executive, but soon became the Editor 
of " Book Lover", a micro-paper wherein George 
reviewed books and wrote illuminating editorials 
which were highly appreciated by the reading 

ong וpublic . He toured Raigad District in 1976 · a 
-with his wife Sheba and wrote three manus 

cripts (i) "The Vanishing People", (ii) "Speak 
Shalome Speak " and (iii) " Prophecies That 
Shock The World." The scripts were sent to 

-U.S.A. presumably for publication, but unfor 
tunately it is not known to whom they were 

. sent 

On 22nd February 1980, George d!ed sud­
denly, thus ending a life that would otherwise 
have proved illustrious. 

But how many of us know that we have among 
-us at present two social workers who are de 
-voting their life to the upliftment of the under 
? privileged, illiterates and poor people in lndia 

Out of the two, one is " Elli Gadkar" eldest 
bay. He וחson of R. B. Raymond Gadkar of Bo 

is the first among Bene-lsraels to have joined 
the Bhoodan Movement started by Acharya 

. is B.Sc וng ·t דVinoba Bhave, after complet 
. 1954 Maths.) in ( 
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ng סba Bhave al סm Acharya Vin סblessings fr 
cial סted s סade a dev חa Ra חbha סwith Mrs. Sh 

· . dhi Trust חf Kasturba Ga סrker סw 

der the guidance חg u חrki סAs Elli started w 
-rk received admira סbaji his w סf Acharya Vin ס
-tt as חgave him differe סm Acharya wh סn fr סti 

baji always סAcharya Vin .חסsignments in pers 
gress סregular pr סned Elli with regard t סquesti 

lda סlate Mrs G חd whe חlsrael a חi חסcarried 
nce סMeirs was the Prime Minister, Acharya 

-meet her at his Paw סexpressed his desire t 
. ar Ashram ח

me pad-yatras led by סs חHe participated i 
organised סbaji himself and als סAcharya Vin 

Maharashtra חrkers i סw w סme with his fell סs 
villages חrk i סMadras. His w סe t חסand ·led 

f the סBihar and different parts סk- him t סto 
w סfell ~ untry. During these travels he and hi סc · 

vement סdan l\.1 ססpagated the Bh סrkers pr סw -
-ve סdaya M סSarv סwidened int חסwhich later 

ment. ln the year 1960 he started a Marathi 
rker and became the סw-w סthly with his fell חסm 

daya Sadhana." Since סf " Sarv סr סint Edit סJ 
nthly in Marathi סm חw 1978ס · he started his 
litical) receiving סn-p סdaya Sevak" (n סSarv " 

DANIEL MOSES MAZGAONKAR 

. J .P סSecretary t 

:·· 
i 

di and also during חAhmedabad, Bhiwa חts i סri 
. mbay סB חrkers strike i סthe textile w 

red by an U.S. based סs חסiel was sp חDa 
ס rganisatiס n "Mס vemen·t fס r a New Sס ciety" tס

-rga סvement and סvisit and study the peace m 
May 1980. Under סm August 1979 t סn fr סnisati 

pe סEur חuntries i סme c סthis scheme he visited s 
1979 he visited חrth America. Earlier i סand N 

dy farm וstL סnths t סd a half m חur a סr f סlsrael f 
>. During ~ d סn meth סsi חmanagement and exte 

his stay there, he saw and participated in the 
. shavim סf the Kibbutzim and M ס· activities 

During the emergency in 1975 many were 
ws. But סne kn סput behind the bars. This every 

jailed סw that a Bene-lsrael was als סu kn סdid y 
nkar סnths? Daniel Mazga סurteen m סr f סf 

-sely associated with the J.P. 's move סwas cl 
rked as a Secretary to סBombay. He w חt i חme 

-me סthe late Shri Jayaprakash Narayah fcr s 
re, was in this סnment, theref סtime. His impris 

ciated סn. He is presently actively ass סnnecti סc 
-nary activities call סluti סtal rev סwith the J.P.'s t 

ts חed Chhatra Yuva Sangharsha Vahini (Stude 
gaged חt) . He is also e חuths Struggle Fro סY & 

ple's סrm pe סrk to f סrganisational w סthe חi 
al People 's חסf the Nati סbehalf חסmmittee סc 

st סf the p סt ססff-sh סmmittee which is an סC 
f סder the guidance חd started u סemergency peri 

. J .P 

r the סrked f סitial stages he w חln the i 
itiated by Acharya חvement i סdaya m סSarv 

 Vinס ba Bhave aח d participated in pad-yatras tס
f סut the significance סple ab סacquaint . the pe 

, n סluti סland rev 

-f Shanti Sena (Peace Bri סAs a member 
-baji , he played a useful and im סחf Vi ס) gade 
-ut peace and under סle in bringing ab סrtant r סp 

mmunities during the סstanding between the c 

Sincerity and truth are the basis of every vir tue. - Confucius. 
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) velist (Marathi סhekar is a N סEdwin R. R 
. vels viz סfar three n סand has to· his credit s 
. li and Sigretchee Ral<hadi סTiche Natay, Hind 

EDWIN R. ROHEKAR 

r סpe f סr h סre can an auth סhe said " What m 
"? ity חmmu סc חw סne 's סm סn fr סgniti סthan rec 

et סvelist he is also a p סחBesides being a 
-m סB חסems סf his p סut several סd has read חa 
rdarshanס . He has quite a few skits t ססbay D 

the All חסadcast סhis credit , which were br 
ry 'Prawas' was awarded סHis st ס.dia Radi חl 

 the first prize iח a state level cס mpetitiחס
". e " Raaz חthly magazi חסred by the m סs חסsp 
-us ma סvar i חוpublished חry has bee סThis st 

. gazines 

-w סbest חסgniti סWhile appreciating the rec 
gue סf Mercy" Synag סhim by the " Gate חסed 

","': .:... 

DAVID MOSES BENJAMIN ROHEKAR 

. have to eat them יu may סy חw whe סever kn חu may סft and swift ; y סrds s סur w סKeep y 

-the par חr Fast i סthe Fest ival סture suitable t 
-d use חm the Bible a סth . Gems fr חסticular m 

Arukh and Pirke חm Shulha סfr חסrmati סf חful i 
-dar h"as res חTh is Cale .חgive סth are als סAb 

re סgap חd Si חd, Australia a חgla חm E סse fr חסp 
. m lsrael סurse fr סf c סd חetc . a 

hekar סR חw סחthe well k סgs t חסDavid bel 
ses Benjamin סfamily. His father the late M 

 Rס hekar imparted best educatiחס tס his childreח
 aח d therefס re aווס f them are weii versed iור

David rendered .חסHebrew and Jewish religi 
-f Mercy" Syna סthe " Gate סnarary service t סh 

carrying חd has bee חme years a סr s סgue f סg 
m סr prayers fr סister f חMi חס.f H סrk סthe w חס

. 1975 the year 

. Marathi חklet i ססDavid published a b 
d חt daily prayers a חrta סed imp חtai חסlt c 

nies and a סr all Jewish cerem סrituals f 
r סnly sohgs f סg חi חntai סklet c ססseparate b 

d edition חסies. ln the sec חסSabbath and cerem 
-gether with addi סed t חmbi סth these were c סb 

n and lhe sixth סd 5th editi 3חrd , 4th , a חs i חסti 
He has also .חסcirculati חwhich is the latest i 

) Marath i (1) Tehilim (Psalms סt חsliterated i חtra 
f Simhath Torah חססd ed iti 2ח ) vvith their use (ii 

f סgs 8חס f חססth with additi סd Hakkaf חgs a חso 
klet in ססses etc. A b סphet M סd Pr חseph a סJ 

d חgs a חסrah S סing Simhath T חtai חHebrew co 
. Hakkafoth prepared by him is also published 
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-ROHEKAR Hebrew-Marathi & Hebrew-Eng 
dar is prepared by DAVID MOSES חlish Cale 

Clo חd is published si חBENJAMIN ROHEKAR a 
-i חs a u וthe Jewish year 5714 (1953-54). This 

which perhaps is not סdar similar t חque Cale 
the world Jewry. The חpublished anywhere i 
ly Hebrew dc.1.es with חt o סCalendar gives n 

-ut also indi כlgl ish dates חg E חdi חסtheir corresp 
 cates days auspiciס us fס r performiח g certaiח

be read from סs t חסrti סies, p חסus cerem סreligi 
& Shabbbath , Festival חסd Haftara חParasha a 
-m Nebieem, Kethub סfr חסrti סd also p חFast a 

dar also give2 חayoth . This Cale חbim & Mish 
· d a descriptive (illustrative) pic חote a חshort 



f her career סg חi חחm the begi סRignt fr 
 she was iח' terested iח childreח aח d therefס re aוו

ished by יd pub חa חks writte סty-five bo חthe twe 
-CHILD PSYCHO " חחסr childre סfar are f סher s 

awarded חf these, five have bee סLOGY." 04t 
d חtributed several articles a חסprizes. She has c 

dia as well חl חes i חus Magazi סvari סries t סst 
dia חtributor to " All l חlsrael . As a co חas i 

 Radio & Doordarsha"ח ) writte ~ T.V.) she haח
, our Bible חפacted plays based חd e חstories a 

T.V. was חסukah חCha חסce her skit חsta חfor i 
, Marathi חce she writes i חvery well received . Si 
 she is able tס give publicity tסס ur Re:igiחס iח

. dia חl חities i חmmu סther c ס

MRS. RACHEL GADKAR M.A. , B.Ed. 

'STATUS AND ACTIVITIES OF BENE-ISRAELS 

IN OLD BOMBAY 

By Mrs. Rachel A. Gadkar 

k Kafka חus. - Fra חsea withi חuld serve as the axe for the froze סk sh ססA b 

, r her Doctorate סg f חw appeari סחShe is 
-e חf Be חסtributio חg the " Co חthe subject bei 

". Marathi Liferature סdia t חf l סlsraels 

 lt is iח deed creditable that withס tנ t aח ­y eח
spite חd i חity a חt from the commu חcourageme 

, gs - home חy thi חg to look after so ma חof havi 
ds time to write חshe fi חd educatio חwork a 

. books 

g , agriculture as well חg, cattle reari חdairy farmi 
their חt i חd were proficie חtary a חas carpe 

. trades 

-t Hebrew Lan סcourse of time they forg חl 
-gs but still adher חd religious teachi חguage a 

d kept up חd rituals a חed to a few customs a 
e of the reasons for חtity. O חtheir separate ide 

-ce of persecu חthe abs-e חthis is that perhaps i 
d :Jrge to r.ave חdesire a סחthere was ח,tio 

. countries חforeig חi חtact with their brethre חco 
 ­They spread over the coastel strip of the Koח

local ~ ames took the form of +h חkar, their 
ames atter the חd added the sur חpeople a 

. f occupations סf the villages סames ח

NKAR ,י/SHE IS THE SECOND LADY KIRT 
AMONGST THE BENE-ISRAELS. Her flowery 

echnique ~ d the חguage, her sweet voice a חla 
of the listeners חshe uses to draw the attentio 

is marvellous. That is why most of the members 
of the congregation assembled for participating 

. agogue, flock to her חin the anniversary of a Sy 
which is deprived of חeratio חt ge חThe prese 

s חfor reaso חwledge of Jewish Religio סחthe k 
couraged to חbvious, should be e סwhich are 

. listen to her 

She is a teacher in Sir Elly Kadoorie 
. ol סSr.h 

lntroduction : 

egins about סry of the Bene-lsraels סHist 
they were shipwrecked 2,000ח years ago whe 

חס the coastal-stripס f Koח kaחח ear Nowgaחס

after the destruction of the Holy Temple. They 
settled down there and set up oil-pressing 

. business 

d חd laws a חThey observed Jewish tenets a 
Saturday חסshut down their establishments 

-rest and pra חSabbath) and spent the day i ( 
' ce they were called 'Shanwar Telis חyers . He 

ok סAs they prospered they t .)ח Saturday Oilme ( 

144 



Who is the brevest hero? He who turns his enemy imo a friend - Abot d'R. Nathan, 23. 

opportunities and thus began the migration of 
Bene-lsraels from Konkan to Bombay. 

srael Family to settle down ir1 -וt Bene sיThe Fir 
: Bombay 

Awaskar family was the first to come to 
-1746. Later Hasaji Divekar of Korlai חBombay i 

Borlai followed. Samaji Hasaji Divekar settled 
1792. The early settlements חBombay i חdown i 

 of Bene-lsrael iח Bombay was at Khadak iח
. Masjid Bunder. Many built their own houses 
, Dongri, Mazgaon, Byculla סLater they spread t 

Jacob Circle, Parel, Dadar and Bandra. There 
was also a large settlement of retired persons 

. Thane חi 

-the com חAs education took deep roots i 
munity and their contacts with Cochini and 

-Bagadadi and foreign Jews increased it invok 
them a desire for religious studies and חed i 

ip which ר!later to have their own place for wors 
1796 when Samaji Hasaji (Samuel חfruictified i 

-srael Syna -וEzekiel Divekar) built the first Bene 
.. lndia at Mandvi חgcgue i 

uths came to join סAt first Bene-lsrael Y 
. the British Army as soldiers, carpenters etc 

e רfdemand. As t חBene-lsrael carpenters were i 
build ing activities gathe,red momentum their 
scope widened. They made their mark in various 

se to the סthe army, Samaji Hasaji r חspheres. l 
ighest rank רוrank of a Commandant - the 

. lndian חallotted to a 

After studying the statistics for the previous 
1904/ 5, the education authorities in חyears, i 

eit since רBombay came to the conclusion ti 
, arithematic was a difficult subject for the girls 

it should be made easier for them by changing 
. the syllabus 

e חTheir notion about the poor opinicn of t 
ded in the year 1905 when a סl ס.girls was ex 

girl student not only topped the list at the 
Matriculation Examination but also secured cent 

Mathematics and. i'1 almost חpercent marks i 
all the subjects including Hebrew, tn which 
subject she switched over from Sanskrit when 

. she was promoted to Matriculation Standard 
That fine Jady was none other than the La1e 

. Miss R. Reuben 
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Religious Tolerence : 

, During their long sojourn in these places 
-uphea ,!נ they were not affected by the turmo 
-vals and ravages perpetrated by vario;;s dynas 

ties ruling these territories but lived in peace 
practising their religion. They did not demand 
any special rights or privileges or status but 

y lived in כ. abided by the laws of tne places th 
and eschewed religious conversior1s. Hence 

ity or their ורfew people knew about this commu 
. religion 

Change in Profession : 

, Bene-lsraels started joining army of Angres 
Navy People), Peshwas (Prime Ministers in ( 

-Maratha Kingdom), who were Chitpawan Brah 
mins, originally supposed to be Jews) and later 
the British and by valour rose to high ranks 
and positions in respective spheres . For this 

d) and חsome of them got Watans (Gift of IR 
Khots (Chief of Security Guards) and titles like 

-Naik (Leader) . Wadhawkar was made a 'Kille 
~ dar' of Sagargad and their surname was chan 

ged to Gadkar. Malekar was given the title of 
Kotwali' by the Peshwas. They were known ' 

as Kotwal Malekar. Ashtamkar was made a 
.' revenue collector and they became 'Khots 

Samuel Charikar (Samaji Abaji) V11as given 
a 'Watan' and was awarded the title of 'Naik ' 
by Angre. His descendents added this to their 
surname. 

Bombay under British : 

When British got the island of Bombay as 
1661 it was a group חdowry from Portugal i 

.) of lslands inhabited by fisher-folk (Kolis 

The British began the deve!opment of 
these lslands due to its advantageous geogra­
phical position. People from neighbouring 
places flocked here and it turned into a trading 
centre, military centre, commercial and indus­
trial centre as well as educational and cultural 
centre. 

 Missioneries were spreading education iח
towns. English and Hebrew languages were 

-taught in these schools. Bene-lsraels took ad 
' eV' חvantage of these facilities, which created 



DRAMATISTS, CINE ARTISTS & MEN CONNECTED WITH FILM INDUSTRV 

WELL-KNOWN STAGE ACTOR (1 9th Century) 

SCRIPT WRITER OF THE FIRST INDIAN TALKIE 
FILM "ALAM ARA". 

1. David Haeem Divekar * 

2. Joseph David Penkar* 

3. Benjamin Aaron Benjamin Varulkar 

4. David Abraham (Cheulkar.)* 

5. Judah Solomon (Kurulkar) 

6. Bunny Reuben (Nagavka~ 

7. DAVID Gershon (Umerdekar) 

of "Arya Subodh Natak Mandl i" - Character 
Actor. 

BEST SUPPORTING ACTOR - Award in " BOOT 
POLISH." 

Producer: 'JORUKA GULAM' 
FILM CRITIC 

LEADING PUBLIC RELATION CONSULTANT 
FILM CRITIC, FILM JOURNALIST 

HELPED FOUND THE BOMBAY FILM LABORA­
TORY. 

FOUNDER DIRECTOR, BOMBAY FILM LABORA­
TORIES PVT. LTD., (1941); CHAIRMAN FROM 
1941 TILL HE PASSED AWAY IN 1972. 

8. Solomon Moses Vakrulkar * 

MUSICIAN in FILM LINE. 9. Benny Nathan Satamkar 

10. Selim Elijah Benjamin Gadkar FILM CRITIC 

CAMERAMAN 

TECHNICIANS 

11. P. lsaac 

12. REUBEN MOSES & RAYMOND 

She epitomized the golden age of the 
silent period. 

13. Ruby Mayers (Sulochana) * 

. this book separately חi Resumes of these persons appear elsewhere " 

the sheep of his father-in-law in the wilderness, a young kid ran 9חWhile Moses was grazi 

away. Moses followed it until it reached a ravine, where it found a well to drink from . When 

Moses reached it, he said, "1 did not know that you ran away because you were thirsty. Now 

ied the kid back. Then God said, " Because חwill carry you back." So he ca ו, you are weary 

thou hast shown pity in leading back one of a flock belonging ta a man, thou shalt lead My 

. 2 : 2 , flock, ISRAEL." - Shemot, Rabbath 

lt is easy to acquire an enemy, but difficult to acquire a friend . - Yalkit Snimeoni. 
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ln this picture Benjamin Aaron Benjamin 
) f Aryasubodh Natak (Theatrical סVarulkar 

Company is seen as "Hamlet" in 1910. He was 
. well known as a dramatist and character actor 

The distinct feature of his staging plays was 
 adoption of selective Shakespearean plays iritס

Urdu and Marathi. He even staged plays in 
. Gujarathi 

,,, 
BENJAMIN AARON BENJAMIN VARULKAR 

BUNNY REUBEN, (B.A. (Hons.), LITERATURE 

Bunny Reuben is an acclaimed author. His 
short stories have been published in American 
Literary Magazines. His books include a vo lume 

graphy of the סof short stories, a novel, a bi 
Fabulous Kapoors of the cinema world and a 

the making of "Shalimar," lndia's חסbook 
llywood Co-production . Eldest son of late סH 

-Joseph N. Reuben and late Mrs. Hannah Reu 
:: ben. Bunny Reuben is best known as a promi 

nent film critic, film journalist and a leading 
public relations consultant in the lndian film 

-industry, with which he has been actively asso 
ciated for more than a quarter century. He has 

-also made two valuable study tours of Holly 
. wood 

lt is said that the well known stage actor 
. who later became a doyen of Film lndustr11 

Sohrab Modi worked with Benjamin in the early 
ye:ars of his stage career. Benjamin used to 

-stage dramas in several places as in Maha 
rly ~ו\ןrashtra (Then Bombay Presidency), partiCi. 

. in Bombay and Pune 

He was born in Pune in 1885 and died in 
Burma in 1937. 

drash Gadol דiGreat is the man who ignores his own dignity and is not angered at affronts - l'v 
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RUBY MEYERS (Sulochana) 

Executives 

AARON HANOCK ELIAS, B.Com. (Bombay), C.A.1.1.B. 

years age were not counted for constituting a 
MINYAN" by the lraqi Jews, helped to form " 

the "MINYAN " at ihe time of her burial. There 
ee or four lraqi Jews זwere not more than th 

-at the cemetery to perform the last rites. lnci 
-dentally not a single person from the film in 

dustry was present. Sir:ce at least ten adult 
Jews form "M INYAN," a word was sent to the 

-authorities of the " TIPHERETH ISRAEL S-YNA 
GOGUE" whose members always obl ige for 
such types of religious rites and about ten 
members of the Synagogue immediately rushed 

". form the " MINYAN סt 

Ruby Meyers adopted the name Sulochana 
, after she had acted in a few films . lt is said 

it was probably Director R. S. Chowdhary who 
gave her the new name. "SULOCHANA" means 
one with beautiful eyes. She was like a queen 

regal and aristocratic voluptuous figure. But -
"' she was never arrogant or temperamental. Sh 

unlike the וו,was warm and mixed freely with a 
. film stars of to-day 

se good old days she was one of the סln th 
super stars and became a craze, so much so 
that the Police Commissioner had to arrange 

. for a Police Constable to keep her fans away 

Bank Staff College for 4 years where he was 
in charge of integrated training programmes of 

The passing away of Ruby Meyers in May 
1983 brings back to the minds of the Bene­
'lsraels old memories in more than one sense -
1 (1) She epitomized lhe gclden age of the Silent 
!Films, (2) The Bene-lsraels who till about fifty 

One of the few among the Bene-lsraels 
who occupied a very high position in Govern­
ment services and perhaps the only one in 
Banking profession is A. H. Elias. He retired 
from the State Bank of lndia as Chief General 
Manager and was mainly responsible for the 
integration of the subsidiary banks and initia­
tion of various development activities of the 
.State Bank. 

Affer retirement he was Adviser to the 
, entral Bank of lndia for one and-a-half-years י'C 

Boards of 7 subsidiary banks חסofficial Director -
-ut 5 years, Govern סof the State Bank for ab ·, 

ment - nominated Director of the Central Bank · 
of lndia for 4 years after nationalization. He , 

so appointed as Principal of the State זwas a .• 

Do not overlook the opinions of those who keep silent. 
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Dr. (Mrs.) JOYCE SANKARAN 

(nee Joyce Bhastekar) 

 ••ז desire tס sס cחס duct the affairsס f this adm iח istratiחס that if, at the eח d, wheחו cס me tס

east וshall have at ו, earth חסd חther frie סst every סhave l ו, wer סf p סs חthe rei חw סay d ז

- ".side meח cס l.ח 149 Abraham Li חi חw סd shall be d ·חd that frie חd left a 0חne frie 

 At preseח t he is cחס sultaח t tס cס mmerciaו
 baח ks aח d iח dustriesחס matters cחחס ected witו~

pment סnal devel סrganizati ס, ce חa חg, fi חsti סc 
-wer deve סagerial aspects, and man-p חand ma 

. t חpme סl 

his credit a סd has t חr a סauth חHe is a 
king." He חRural Ba " חסmmercial pamphlet סc 

lume סmpendium v סf the c סr סedit ס-c סis als 
g," published by חl<i חentitled " Commercial Ba 

. mbay סkers, B חf Ba סdian lnstitute חthe l 

 He has alsס cחס tributed several articlesחס
. ical subjects חtech חסח-d חical a חtech 

' seph סf the late J סlaw ח-Elias is the son-i 
'" us Dramatist and Kir סkar, the fam חDavid Pe 

. kar חta 

iversity חmbay U סm B סAmerican Literature fr 
istrative Service חAdmi חdia חtered the l חd e חa 

 ) A. S.) i .1ח Ever si .1972ח ce she has beeח ­iח
n סd implementati חn a סrmulati סthe f חvolved i 

the rural districts in חlicies i סpment p סf devel ס

. Maharashtra 

-t satisfied with her academic ach-ieve סN 
r סceeded to U.S.A. in 1979 f סments, she pr 

Public חd did her Ph.D. i חhigher studies a 
f Hawaii/East West סiversity חPolicy at the U 
. tre Honolulu, Hawaii, U.S חCe . 

r of סas Collect חסti סm סPrior to her pr 
e, she held the post of Deputy Secretary חTha 

& rts סthe Social Welfare, Cultural Affairs, Sp חi 
. Tourism Department 

karan is also חd, Dr. D. K. Sa חHer husba 
istrative Service and did חAdmi חdia חthe l חi 

. g with Joyce חסU.S.A. al חhis Ph .D. i 

he Bank at the Staff College and its tralning ג
ver lndia. He has spec ialised סinstitutions all 

the חas a Consultant to Banks and lndustries i 
: i ollowing fields 

d behaviouח ces, i-ח ra l scie חt a חManageme 
ologies and חing tech חdustrial relations , trai 

-rgani ס, t חageme חurse designs, personnel ma סc 
n of סrganizati ס-t and re חn developme סzati 

. banks 

 He has cס nducted a prס grammeחס " Pr-ס
 ject implementati,חס mחס etary and evaluatiחס

g חdi חr the executive/ superinte סn" f סirrigati -
-f Andhra Pra סvernment סf the G סengineers 
-n, de סg divisi חi חred by the trai סs חסdesh and sp 
-d administrative re חnel a חסf pers סpartment 

me סf lndia (Ministry of H סvernment סi orms, G 
.) .Aflairs 

-be ap סyce is the First lndian Lady t סJ 
f Thane, about thirtyfive סr סllect סointed as C ק;

the First סmbay. She is als סm B סKilometres fr 
. ce וff סrtant סimp חld such a סh סJewish Lady t 

-mbay, she suc סught up in B סd br חBorn a 
cessfully passed her M.A. with English and 



f Delhi is a small but סe-lsraels חThe Be 
 well-kח it commuח ity iח which Kס let plays aח

f JEWISH סt חle. As the Preside סt r חrta סimp 
 WELFARE ASSOCIATION, Delhi (fס rmed iח

 he was mai (1949ח ly respחס sible fס ­r the cחס
the "Judah Hyam Prayer סexe' t חחf "a חססstructi 

1956) which חtre (built i חity Ce חmmu סCum C 
uses סDecember 26, 1979. lt h חסwas dedicated 

d lnter-Faith studies חr Jewish a סtre f חthe Ce 
 with well stס cked library, which seeks tס ­prס

tre has חrld. The Ce סthe w סJewry t חdia חject l 
. dia" by B. J חf l סfar published (i) "Jews סs 
-d Pra חgues a סag 1982ח; (ii) List of Sy חlsrael i 

 yer Halls in lח dia, Burma aח d Pakistaח 1983 .

EZRA BENJAMIN KOLET 

. ch חFre חma i סs.), Dipl חסMiss ESTHER SAMUEL TALKAR, (B.A. (H 

. n סys חחgers. - Te חm li סmes, but wisd סwledge c סחK 

ity חmmu סt:J Jewish c וted tr חlet represe סK 
s ir. New Delhi . He also חסrld Religi סat the W 

-impressive speech when he was invit חgave a 
-f Ram סJudaism at a meeting חסtalk סed t 

th lndia and lsrael. On סb חn i סkrishna Missi 
 27thס f May every year he jס iח s representativeס
ti חffering prayers at Sha סther faiths in סf all ס

-ver three decades he has repre סr סVana. F 
-mmunity at annual Reli סsented the Jewish C 

rganised by the סf All Faiths סus meetings סgi 
. rial Fund סJewaharlal Nehru Mem 

lding a סthat she is h חסmenti סNeedless t 
f Under Sccretary. She is a keen סst סP וClass 

utside the סcial worker in and סted s סand dev 
man סrtsw סmmunity. She is also a keen sp סc 

-f Maha סt חme חver סand has represented the G 
rts at the All lndia Civi l סus sp סrashtra in vari 

laurels for חסd has w חurnaments a סServices T 
 the Goverח meח t iח the gameס f Badminto.ח

he חmeet her the סt חe is kee חסlf any 
ing when חuld visit her place early in the mor סsh 

. urt סC חסt חthe Badmi חסhe will find her 

d Chief חal Secretary a חסKolet was Additi 
rt. He used סsp חg & Tra חf Shippi סller סtr חסC 

-i חt Mi חme חver סtral G חffices with Ce סd ססhis g 
f סlish the practice סab סsters and Officials t 

g lsrael. He חr visiti סg separate passoorts f חissu i 
-i חged meetings between Cabinet Mi חalso arra 
. eaders וsters/Prime Minister and World Jewish 

ny סf Delhi Symph סlet is also Secrefary סK 
. mbay סf O.R.1. B סd member חOrchestra a 

ted חbe appoi סEsther is the First Lady t 
 tס the postס f Special Officer (Prס tס cס ­l), Goverח

. t of Maharashtra חme 
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JOSHUA MOSES BENJAMIN (BHONKAR) -. 1 -'ז

Mrs. LIL y EZEKIEL 

see וsurvey the genesis of America וthe process of history, when חסlook back וWhen " 
". written over every page: That the nations are renewed from the bottom, not from the top 

. Woodrow Wilson -

. o thine own self be true; thou canst not then be false tc any man - Shakespeare ז

Secretary to Delhi Urban Art Commission im­
mediately after his retirement for two years. 
Since 1980, Benjamin is a Consulting Architect 
to several lnstitutions in lndia and abroad. 

-Benjamin has to his credit qui te a few im 
-portant buildings that he had designed and exe 

cuted . A few of the important ones are, the 
Parliament House Annexure, New Delhi, lndian 
lnstitute of Foreign Trade, New Delhi and the 

-lndia House in Paris. Benjamin is also respon 
sible for the tasteful design prepared by him 

ad רffor the Judah Hyam Hall in New Delhi. He 
also designed the Health Home known as 

Be·th Havra" at Matheran, which was built by " 
the lsraelite School Maccabeans and for which 
a handsome donation was received f rom the 

. Late Ezra Reuben and Miss R. Reuben 

He is Vice-President of the Jewish Welfare 
Association, New Delhi. 

down into the hold of the ship and carried­
out the welding work, at a great risk of not 
only his life (he would have been the first 
victim though) but at the risk of the lives of 
his crew also. He had to do this risky job be­
cause the persons concerned refused to comply 
with his orders for which of _course they were 
punished. 

Her youngest son Gabriel is one of the well­
known Chefs in Bombay. 

He was a Professor in the Catering College 
at Bombay and at Somani Technological Jnsti­
tute at Bombay. 

He has worked in several 5-Star Hotels. 
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J. M. Benjamin is an accomplished Archi-
1ect and was the Ch ief Architect in the Mini­
stry of Works & Housing, Government of lndia, 
New Delhi, from 1972 till the time of his retire­
ment in 1978. On account of his expert know-
3edge and experience he was appointed as 

Mrs. Ezekiel, nee Lily Samson, youngest 
J. Samson, has left a .וclaughter of the late 

mark in the office of the Director General of 
the Shipping Corporation of lndia. She was 
mainly responsible for drafting THE INDIAN 
SHIPPING ACT of 1960. She was also in charge 
of the Directorate of the Shipping Corporation 

n. She דwhen its branch was opened in Coc·h 
". retired as "Freight lnvestigating Officer 

Her eldest son, Samson is one of the most 
highly qualified Sea Captains in lndia to-day. 
The Australian Government recognised his ser­
vices and presented him with a gift when he 
saved his ship from sinking at great personal 
risk. When the hull of his ship had developed 
a crack due to the typhoon, he personally went 



DR. (Mrs.) NANCY EZEKIEL, M.A., M.Ed., Ed.S. (U.S.A.) 

PROF. NATHAN M. ASTON, M.A. 

WHAT YOU CAN CONTROL 

, gth of your life חtrol the le חt co ח'You ca 
 but you caח coח trol the expressioח.

, ce חtrol the facial appeara חt co ח'You ca 
 but you caח coח trol the expressioח.

dike. כrgs. -· · John U חit bri חg away with more tha חt, for it is a thief, ti p-toe i חSuspect each mome 

cipal of " Chembur Com-חcy is the Pri חNa 
She is a "ח.sive College of Educatio חprehe 

iversity of Bombay and חate, U חmember of Se 
· d papers on חumber of articles a חa חhas writte 

. research etc חeducatio 

ate זgest daughter of the חShe is the you 
kar who took the initiative חMoses Samuel Pe 

the disputes חut compromise i סg ab חgi חbri חi 
1926-27 of the "Gate :זthe two parties i חbetwee 

for this חot bee חagogue. Had it חof Mercy" Sy 
rזey would have bee חi::ompromise, lot of mo 

 wasted iח litigatio.ח

he Member of the lnstitute ~ Besides, he is 
 of Creative Developmeח t .aח a the lח stituteס~

. e חParapsychology, both of Pu 

e his activities tQ חt confi סחdoes חNatha 
e of the חסiversity Campus only. He is חthe U 

· founder member of the Jewish Welfare Associa 
e, of which he was the Secretary for חPu ,חtio 

 aח lumber of years, a Trustee of the Succatר
tative חReprese חס.d H חagogue a חShelomo Sy 

. cy, in Bombay חof the Jewish Age 

e of the 17 college students חwas o חNatha 
-t Maha חt to represe חme חselected by the Gover 
-tegrc: חal l חa Natio חסWest Bengal חrashtra i 

. Programme חt io 

-lmmediately after graduating from the Now 
-e, in 1969 with Eng חrosjee Wadia College, Pu 
< vited tc חlish as his Special Subject, he was i 

glish . He חjoin the same College as a tutor in E 
-i חe U ורed (i) his Master's Degree from t חbtai ס

a חglish; a חtire E 1971ח with e חe i חversity of Pu 
glish from the חg of E חteachi חii) Diploma i ( 

-gu חLa חd Foreig חglish a חstitute of E חt ral l חCe 
t he is a professor חages, Hyderabad. At prese 

-glish in his Alma Materi. He is now work חof E 
. g for his Ph.D. in Stylistics חi 

Officer וed Nava חHe is also a Commissio 
. t), Joint Editor of the N. W חa חSub-Lieute ( 

d Staff lncharge of the חCollege magazines a 
. lege וt Scheme of the Co חme חlighte חWad ia· E 

the N.C.C. Advisory Committee for חסHe is 
. 1982-1985 
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PROF. JOE EZEKIEL (TALKAR), IMP (Retd .) 

participated in several top management confe­
rences. He was a visiting professor at National 
University, San Diego, California. After retiring 
as " Deputy Director" at the Steel Authority of 
lndia Limited , he was Senior Consultant and 
Head of Training Divis ion of Messrs. Besant 
Raj Consultants (Private) Limited , Madras till 
30th June, 1982. 

On July 1, 1982 he was appointed as a 
f Studies, Studies Divis ion, lndian סDirector 

. Association of Materials Management, Madras 
. This is a post of National lmportance 

Joe is the eldest son of the late Professor 
Moses Ezekiel and the late Mrs. Dianabai Eze­
kiel , educationist and Social Worker. 

Joe served in the Royal lndian Navy for 
. several senior appointments חfifteen years i 

He also served in Senior Executive posi­
tions in Rourkela, Durgapur, Calcutta , Ranchi , 
Dusseldorffe (West Germany) and London and 

ELIAS HANNOCK HYAMES (Shapurkar) 
A.C.1.1. (London) , A.F.1 .1. (Bombay, 

Dy. Manager, National lnsurance Co. Ltd. 
ז

Elias Hannock Hyames joined the Oriental 
Fire & General lnsurance Company Limited and 
later promoted as Deputy Manager of the 

. National lnsurance Company Limited 

He qualified for Assoc iateship Examinations 
of the Chartered lnsurance lnstitute, London 

-and of the Federation of the lnsurance lnsti 
-attended the Manage סtutes, Bombay. He als 

ment Training Programmes at Administrative 
Staff College, Hyderabad and the Oriental Staff 
Training College at Faridabad . Lectured in 
Company Training Programmes and College of 

. lnsurance 

SHOFAR 

A ram 's horn is chosen as a Shofar beca use Abraham glorified the name of the Almighty 
by blowing the horn of the ram that Angel showed him and asked him to sacrifice instead 

) 4 ( of lsaac. Four notes are sounded upon it: (1) Tekiah, (2) Shebarim, (3) Teruvah and 
. Teruah Gedolah 

so וalert the people when in danger and to rouse the army. lt a סTEKIA : was sounded t 
ns and such other momentous סval of Shabath, New Moon, Jubilee Celebrati זannounced the arr 

. occasions. SHEBARIM : denotes wails of the oppressed and the sign of the depressing 

) 154 · page חסContinued ( 

Express an opinion, but send advice by freight - Charles Clerk Munn. 
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ESTHER V. DUBEY M.A. (ILLINOIS) U.S.A. 

Mrs. Esther V. Dubey has about 35 years 
/ of experience in the field of Clinical/School 

Academic Psychology of which over 15 years 
have been in the U.S.A. At present Esther is 

onal דthe Director of the lnstitute for Except 
Children, Bombay, a non-profit organisation 

. which she has been instrumental in founding 

She is also associated as Honorary Psycho­
logist with the Grant Medical College and Sir 
J. J. Group of Hospitals, and the Family Plan­
ning Association of lndia. She is also a member 
of a number of lndian and lnternational Pro­
fessional Organisations. 

Depressive Syndrome" by Joshi V. G. , Haridas 
R. M. Dubey E. V., and Nagesh R. P., Journal 
of the J. J. Group of Hospitals and Grant Medi­
cal College, October 1979. 

She has to her credit the following publi­
cations :- "lntensive Treatment of the lnstitu­
tionalized Ambulatory Geriatric Patients," 
"Geriatrics," (U.S.A.) June 1968, "A Controlled 
Clinical Trial of lsoniazid in the Treatment of 

NISSIM ELIJAH BENJAMIN (Gadkar) 

He was instrumental in the detection of a 
number of cases and is the recipient of manv 
awards. At present he is the Co-ordinator to 
the Training and Research Cell of the Finger 
Print Bureau, Maharashtra, which is his hrain 
child. 

Nissim is perhaps the only member of the 
ndian Jewish Community to have taken to ו
Finger Printing " as his vocation , whose root's " 

. can be taken back to Biblical times 

) 153 Continued from page ( 

. with evil סיוTERUAH : used to be the clarion call for battle. To-day, it is a message to batt 
. TERUAH GEDOLA : is the symbol of human liberation and peace 

 According to Rabbi Saadyah the Gaon (882-942 C E) the blowing of the Shofar is c·חס
to return ווing to a חnected with the following ten objects : (1) Crea tion of the world, (2) A wari 

from evil ways, (3) Receivi'ng the Law at the foot of Mount Sinai, (4) The words and warnings 
) 8 ( , of Prophets, (5) The destruction of the Temple, (6) Binding of lsaac, (7) Fear of the Lord 

The Day of Judgement, (9) The gathering of all lsrael together; (10) The Resurection of the 
. Dead 

30 , The total number of notes bloom is 101 - 30 before Musaf, 30 during silent Amidah 
. during repetion and 10 after Musaf and the last Terukh Gedola 

v; it must be coaxed down the stairs 1וA habit cannot be tossed out of the wido 
. a step at a time - Mark Twain 



JOSEPH MOSES ROHEKAR & SOLO~AON DAVID KORLEKAR 

SHALOM ABRAHAM CHEULKAR 

S.A. Cheulkar is seen greeting the late Dr. Zakir Hussein, President of lndia in 1968 

f the סunder members סf the f סe חסHe was 
-nduc סParel Bene-lsrael -Prayer Hall" and c '· 

f his fingers are סmeone else, he doesn't realise that three סints a finger at s סWhen a man p 
. inting at himself סp 

 Jס seph Mס ses Rס hekar (right) and Sס lס mחס
ured סn סrlekar (left) are seen being h סDavid K 

f "GATE סns סat the 185th Anniversary Celebrati 
r their 6-12-81ס f חסOF MERCY" Synagogue 

valuabס-ס peratiס n in cס nducting prayersחס le c 
r סgue f סlidays in the Synag סther H סHigh and 
ס ver three decades. Dr. (Mrs.) Ruby Sס lס mחס,

. hekar סngratulating R סis seen c 

 Bס th Rס hekar and Korlekar are veryס ­rthס
rs ware always ססhekar's d סx Jews. While R סd 

study סwanted t סung and cld wh סy סpen t ס
rlekar has been סn, K סHebrew and Jewish rellgi 

y סenj סr als ססsee that the p סing his best t סd 
hekar סmes. R סh חw סal l the festivals in their 

ng with his סlsrael in May 1984 al סemigrated t 
. amily ז

. 1978 r lsrael in סted the prayers till he left f 
membership but סחThe Prayer Hall had 
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EPHRAIM GERSHON MOSES 11.!!ALEKAR 

cate סB.A.,LL.B. , Adv 

) b Gadkar סses Jac סA ~ By: Ezekiel ( 

. ngue סrse than an evil t סthing w סngue; n סd t ססthing better than a g סThere is n 
33 , Vayikra Tabha -

f the סn סsucceeded in securing the resignati 
ses Abraham סinted by M סur trustees app סf 

.­gether סught the parties t סbr סdkar but als ססD 
f the סnfidence סHe suceeded in gaining the c 

· such an extent that he was au סparties t סtw 
minate tive new trustees which סn סrised t סth 

 he did and the Jamat at its meeting heldחס
ved the סusly appr 31ס st March, 1968 unanim 

f his services the סn סn. ln appreciati סminati סn 
usly decided סgue unan im סf the Synag סJamat 

Ereb חסr life סhim f סgive Mishberakha t סt 
. Kippur 

 Cheulkar wasס neס f the delegates whס
-partic ipated in the Mahatma Gandhi 's Cente 

. 1968 ns held in סnary Celebrat i 

d חnal ist a סCheulkar was a staunch Nati 
lsrael סt ךח!Bene-lsraels emigrati סsed t סpp סwas 

ugh סחf years . Strangely e סr a number סf 
, lsrael סemigrate t סChedulkar had himself t 

. st his wish חper.haps much agai 

, n סf its publicati סr סs, he wa's the Edit חbea 
1 still ס,THE MESSENGER." At that time als " 

r, and סbe the Edit סlunteered t סremember he v 
ukah חCha חסte very fine articles, specially סwr 

-rga סbe סs used t חסFestivals, which celebrati 
 nisedחס a large scale frס m 1928 tס 1941 .

 dסחס rs whס used tס dחס ate for the maiח ­teח
g חre leavi סce of the said Prayer Hall. Bef חa 
 for lsrael he doח ated substaח tial amouח t tס
-e חcluding the Be חns i סstituti חsome of the l 

. ce Education Fund חfere חlsrael Co 

b Sasson סHe was a teacher in Sir Jac 
rs Yoseph סSchool just like his predecess וHigl 

Master and Shetu Master. Shalom Abraham 
-f Principal סthe highest post סse t סCheulkar, r 

. t from service חship befo;·e retireme 

e-lsrael Prayer חted the Parel Be חHe represe 
d חdia a חf l סard סtral Jewish B חthe Ce חסHall 
 was its Secretary for a few years. As a seח iזס

member of the Board he had an interview with 
. 1963 the Pope when the latter visited lndia in 

ted " Court חln 1968 Cheulkar was appoi 
urt as סmbay City Civil C סReceiver" l;>y the B 

-nal Mana סvisi סa result of the suit filed by the Pr 
~ f th סst the Trustees חmmittee agai סg C חgi 

nly Cheulkar סt סgue. N סn" Synag סShaare Ras " 

am indeed thankful to E. G. Moses for ו
d חwriting the "FORE-WORD,'' "PROLOGUE" a 

." the " EPILOGUE 

-t write-ups were receiv חrta סThese three imp 
. g him חachi סearly 1982 without my appr חed i 

uld write the סasked him how he c וWhen 
f סFORE-WORD" without knowing the contents " 
f סthe for.m חbe i סally it was t חrigi (סk סthe Bo 
, g the articles חe perusi חסir, leave al חa Souve 

a copy of the חhis reply was that he had see 
was made חסti חns in which me סAppeal for donati 

d therefore he חts of the book a חut the conte סab 
-cu סimportant d חcould guess that it would be a 

. ment 

thers סd חhis a סok will live upt סpe the B סh ו

. s חס-expectati 

ver fifty years . Wnen סw Ephraim for סkn ו
-ol Macca סf the lsraelite Sch סwas Chairman 

ד! 56-



to 1892 while he was its Hon. Tr.easurer. The late 
Gershon Moses followed in the foot-steps of his 
father in the proper maintenance of the accounts 
and subsequently was elected as a Trustee of 
the Synagogue Estate Trust. 

Ephraim is the son of the late Gershon 
iMoses Malekar and grandson of the late Subhe­
·dar Major Sardar Bahadur Moshe Bapuji Male­
.kar, who meticulously ma.intained the accounts 
of the "Gate of Mercy" Synagogue from 1888 

R. B. RAYMOND GADKAR 

DON'T QUIT 

When things go wrong as they sometimes will, 
When the road you're trudging seems all up hill, 
When the funds are low and the debts are high, 
And you want to smile, but you have to sigh, 
When care is pressing you down a bit, 
Rest if you must, but don 't you quit, 
Life is queer with its twists and turns, 
As everyone of us sometimes learns, 
And many a failure turns about 
When he might have won had he stuck it out; 
Don't give up though the pace seems slow -
You may succeed with anoth er blow. 
Success is failure turned inside out -
The Silver tint of the clouds of doubt; 
And you never can tell just how close you are, 
lt may be near when it seems so far, 
So st ick to the fight when you are hardest hit -
lt's when things seem worst that you must not quit. 

As a scout master he not only worked for 
. but for others too כ:the Jewish Student 

He retired as a Sub-lnspector of police 
from the Police Commissioner's Department 
Bombay. 
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 tR. B. Raymond Gadkar will be remembereן
for three important contributions to the Sir Elly 

"""""""" Kadoorie School 
-: his Alma Mater 

i. For the construction of additional six 
class rooms when he was the Manag­
ing Trustee of the School trust ; 

ii. For equipping the Children's Library 
-organised by the lsraelite School Mac 

r1 סcabeans, an Ex-Students' Associati 
of the School; and 

l Hall with סiii. For furnishing the Scho 
furniture purchased out of the donations 

· received during Chanukah week, whicb 
week the lsraeiite School Maccabeans 

e for eight days in the זused to celebra 
. school premises 



ELIJAH JACOB AWASKAR 

SAUL SAMUEL PENKAR 

wn as. סpularly kn סb Awaskar, p סEljah Jac 
was serving as a teacher and סELI MASTER', wh ' 

l - his ססrie Sch ססSir Elly Kad חut master i סsc 
-ty years was des חearly twe חr סAlma Mater - f 

f the סthe First Cemetery חbe buried i סed t חti 
. wgav סe-lsraels at N חBe 

 Dur.iח g the summer vacatiחס he had g~חס
. ative place THAL חge of climate to his חfor a cha 

-ld days he clim סd ססg his g חiscei חRemi 
bed up a tree which he had climbed hundreds 

be his Jast סved t סof times earl ier. But this pr 
1950 , 1 e חJu חסd died חa חw סclimb. He fell d 

f 44. He was buried in thG סearly age חat a 
. wgav Cemetery סN 

~ m it wa סse to wh סthe mouths of th חtaste i 
. istered חadmi 

his critics will agree that he חwever, eve סH 
f סm סtt סm the b סHassidim" fr חved "Mage סl 

. his heart 

 Like his father, the late Mr. Samuel Pe-ח
f his סsiderable par:t חסted a c סkar, Saul dev 

" Hassidim חf the "Mage סr the welfare סlife f 
d חf which he was the Secretary a ס, gue סSynag 

his חlater President for quite a few years. l 
t חyouth Saul used to assist the Manageme 
-a חסr d סg appeals f חdi חgue in se סag חof the Sy 

rs. He סn סmember.s and d סtions, circulars, etc. i 
the חg classes i חducted Hebrew readi חalso co 

. f years סuple סagogue premises for a c חSy 
ist חf the Bombay Zio סHe was a member 

rked סd w חf years a סr ~ umb חr a סf חAssociatio 
r Treasurer from סfor it either as Secretary 

ciation סf the Ass סTreasurer .1973חס. He was H 
December 23, 1981. He חסhe passed away חwhe 

ard סa member of the Central Jewish B סwas als 
" Hassidim חted the "Mage חdia and represe חof l 
-f Sir Elly Ka סt חageme חthe Ma חס, gue סag חSy 

. sixties חol i סdoorie Sch 
administer.ing חt believe i סחSince he did 

sugar-coated pill , the bitter pills left a bitter 

ly investment that never fails. - Thoreau חess is the o חGood 
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REUBEN BENJAMIN SHIRKOLKAR, B.A. 

Reuben is an able person. He rose to the 
post of Ward Officer by sheet dint of hard work. 
lf he had r,etired one year later perhaps tie 
would have been promoted to the post of Deputy 
Municipal Commissioner of the Bombay Municipal 
Corporation and would have had the distinction 
of being the First Bene-lsrael to occupy· tnis 
responsible office. 

-t get exci סחHe is genial by nature, does 
ted and ponders and deliberates while solving 

-t is for this reason that many per ו. a problem 
sons even elders go to him to seek his advise 
to solve knotty problems, because· th'ey know 

. that he possesses an unbiased mind 

The man who looks after the maintenance 
. i the Health Home at Matheran כ<

R. B. Shirkolkar, known among his 
friends as Reuben is the only person who is 
looking after the maintenance of "BETH-HAVRA" 
Health Home at Matheran (a Hill Station about 
80 miles from Bombay), built by the lsraelite 
School Maccabeans, an ex-students' Association 
of the lsraelite High School, now known as Sir 
Elly Kadoorie School . 

Almost everyone knows the good work 
' being done by Reuben for the "Tiphereth lsrael r 

Synagogue of which he was Pres ident from . 
-1980 to 1982, The Bene-lsrael Confer,ence Educa 
-tion Fund, of which he is the Secretar,y & Trea 
-ist Asso חd the Bombay Zio חsurer from 1980 a 

ciation, of which he is the Vice President from 
1982. But very few know the good work done 

-by him ·for our only School while he was a stu 
dent of the same school and later as secretary 
of the lsraelite School Maccabeans. Maccabeans 

-se good old days used to or.ganize Cha סin th 
ah Festival for complete eight days. On <יnu 

each day there used to be different programmes 
-ging and drawing com חsports, elocution, si -
. petitions, variety entertainment programmes etc · 

Fridays, Sabbath was welcomed. Ever;y child חO 
was given a gift. After the Chanukah lamp was 
lighted; the message of the festival was read 
out by a student of the school. The messages 

-which were different for each day were com 
-posed by the late Miss R. Reuben . The dona 

s received out of the biddings for lighting חtio 
the Chanukah Lamps, were utilised for equipping 
the school hall with chairs, tables, stage and 

. ceiling fans 

-Reuben is well-known outside the commu 
nity also. Most of them call him 'Mama' (mater.nal 

-uncle). He was also popular with his staff mem 
-bers while he was Ward Officer, Bombay Muni 
-cipal Corporation. At the 'Send off' party ar 
, the eve of his retirement חסnour סranged in his h 

a very lar.ge number of officers and men working 
-under him were present; it was an eloquent tri 

. bute to his popularity 

Man enters the world with closed hands, as if to say : "The world is mine." He leaves it with 
. 24 : 5 , take nothing with me. - Kohelet Rabbah ו, open hands, as if to say : Behold 
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DANIEL EiLIJAH BENJAMIN (GADKAR) 

, Daniel is one of the twin sons of ELijah 
· Benjamin Gadkar of Pune (the venerable figure 

f Poona Jewry, who has himself served as ס
President, Secretary and Treasur.e·r of the Succath 

· Shelmo Synagogue, Daniel is employed in the 
. National Chemical Laboratory, Pune 

Daniel Elijah Gadkar is one among the 
very few persons in the community who has a 
hobby of collecting rare photographs of ancient 
lndian Jews, lndian Jewish Synagogues, Prayer 
Halls, Cemeteries, Libraries, important lnstitutions 
etc. To-date he has acquired over one thousand 

. such types of rare photographs 

Daniel was a source of encouragement and 
assistance to the compiler of this Book. He 
loaned photographs of the Synagogues - six 
of the Synagogue in Kar.achi , two of Pune and 

· one of Ahmedabad. While the photos of the 
· Synagogues in Ahmedabad and Pune would have 

-been possible to procure, it was next to impos 
" sible to get the photographs of "Magen Shalom 

. Synagogue, Karachi 

-He a/so loaned the photograph of Subhe 
• dar Bahadur Solomon E. Penkar 

Daniel Elijah Benjamin (Gadkar) from Pune 
is an active communal and social worker and 
founder membe·r of the Pune unit of the lndian 

ve דf Bombay. He is also act סZionist Organisation 
-as a journalist and contributes to severa/ pub 

lications. He has been associated for a Jong 
time with the Succath She/omo Synagogue, Pune 

-and was a Secretary and Treasurer of the Syna 
-gogue. He is at present a member of the Mana 

ging Committee and takes keen interest in its 
. affai rs 

AARON ASHER KURULKAR 

lkar rיu Aaron Asher Ku 
is seen receiving a certificate 

from the Chief Guest, Barukh Benjamin 
 Gadkarחס 13-12-1981 .

' ok in his סAaron Asher Kurulkar (with a b 
hand) was associated with the management of 
the 'Gate of Mercy' Synagogue for near./y four 

the management of ttie חסdecades. He was 
<! Synagogue from 1947 to 1982. He is also 

Trustee and Hon. Treasurer of the Synagogue 
. 1947 Estate Trust since 

. Besides he is a/so a Trustee and Hon 
Treasurer of the Bene-lsrae/ Home for Destitutes 

phans from 1967, Managing Committee ~ and O 
-Member of the Bene-lsrael Conference Educa 

ations דtion Fund and quite a few other Assoc 
has rendered very valuable יin the community. He 

-service for the welfare of the Synagogue, par 
ticular/y for making arrangement during High 

. Holidays 

Success is how collect your minutes - Norman Lear. 
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From (L. to R.) Shellim Samuel Talkar, Jimy M. Jacob Killekar and Samuel Simon Penkar. 

r the " Shaharit" prayers סf 'חia חg 'mi חgi חarra 
חס Mחס days aח d Thursdays, which the Syח ag-ס

-r quite a few years pre סy f סj חt e סחgue did 
m סf 'Asaras ' fr סt חtme חi סusly. Till the app סvi 

mmittee סme C סgwrth s חסDecember 1983, they, al 
 members used tס atteח d prayers iחס rder tס

 fס rm a 'miח iaח'.

d חu סf חfte סThese three musketeers are 
t חageme חthe ma חסgether. They were elected סt 

uary חJa חgue i סag חf Mercy" Sy סf the " Gate ס
-a חf the Sy סelected trustees סd were als 1983ח a 

the same year. They are חgue Estate Trust i סg 
 maiח ly respחס sible fס r takiח g the iח itiative iח
-agoue build חg out major repairs to the Sy חcarr.yi 

sible for חrespo סg 1984. They are als חg duri חi 
~~~~~~~~ 

SAMSON J. SAMSON (KILLEKAR) 

. s חסccasi סat least three חסdia חHe visited l 
oked 1975ס, he l חd visit i חסhis sec חסWhile 

mbay) for סcy (B חrk of Jewish Age סafter the w 
gwith חdia alo חa few days. His last visit to l 

(karח was i ,1978ח ­cחס , i חseph (Bho סMorris J 
f סof the Jews חסvestigati חwith the i חectio ח

 Maח ipur. Uח fortuח ately, these two geח tlemeח
ipur by חt permitted to proceed to Ma סחwere 

. t חme חthe Gover 

 Samsoח J. Samsoח popularly kסח wח iח
-lsrael as " SHIMSHON SHIMSHON" is the back 

.) lsr.ael חJews (i חdia חf l חסe of the Federatio חbo 
m its סSecretary fr חס.rked as its H סHe has w 

f סe חסf years . He was סumber חr a סf חceptio חi 
g חremovi חt role i חimporta חplayed a סse wh סth 

uths who wished סe-lsrael y חthe Be חסthe stigma 
• the letter dated February חto marry other. Jews. l 

Rabbi Moshe ,1982 ,23חס addressed to Shimsh 
-eral of the Chief Rabbi חn, Director Ge סlom סS 
r סeed f סחחate of lsrael , writes " There is ח

d חbeyo חd clarificatio חa חvestigatio חal i חadditio 
." cases of others חthose already applied i 

lsrael סShimshon with his wife immigrated t 
fח high esteem by all iח ifties . He is he·ld i חi 
t חme חGover חi חd eve חd outside lsrael a חa 

.) lsrael חcircles (i 

-es חa member of the K חHe would have bee 
. s חtest electio חסc סhad he agreed t סg ag חסset l 

sible חסa resp חgive חhas bee חסShimsh 
iversity חal & U חthe Jewish Natio חt i חme חassig 

size חLibrary, lsrael 's largest Libr.ary, both i 
f its activiti es. (There are over סpe סd the sc חa 

20 early חg חi חtai חסlsrael , c 2000ח libraries i 
-books are pub חks . About 12 mi llio ססb חmillio 

q over 3000 titles every year חti חlished, represe 
umber חthe world for the חd i חks seco חlsrael ra 

). proportion to the population חof titles published i 

. g thieves חce is ch ief amo חfide חs co 'חsteals me סHe wh 

165 



SAMSON SAMUEL ABRAHAM (WASKAR), B.Com., S.E.M. 

, Association of Special Execut ive Magistrate 
. of which he is one of the Executive Members 

One of the main prob lem facing lndia is the 
population explosion" . The Executive Commitee " 

-made a right choice when it assigned the import 
Health and חסant work of organising seminars 

Family Planning to Sam. He has already organised 
three seminars so far which were well attended 
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He has represented the lndian Jewry at 
Seminars/Meetings held in lsrael and Hongkong. 
He is a Trustee of the Jewish Religious Union 
Building Trust, Jewish Cemeteries Trust, Secre­
tary/Treasur,er of the Karen Hayesod - United 
Jewish Appeal , lndia and a member of the Spe­
cial Committee for Divorces & Conversions of 
the " Magen Hassidim" Synagogue. 

At present Sam is serving in M/s. Hindustan 
Lever Limited as 'Branch Transport Manager'. 

The Government of Maharashtra recognised 
the services rendered by Sam S. Abraham oy 
appointing him as a " Special Executive Magis­
trate" in 1980. Ever since then he has been 
taking active part in the affairs of the Bombay 

·· - · - : -::- r·-
·' · · ' .. SAMSON (SUNNV) MENAHIM SHAPURKAR 

Sunny is a social worker, Civil Defence 
Officer, Divisional Superintendent of St. John's 

litan Division סAmbulance Brigade, New Cosmop 
-2, and a Trustee of "Shaare Rason" Synago .סN 

gue. For his services to the Citizen of Greater 
-Bombay he was appointed as a Special Execu 

. tive Magistrate in 1980 for two years 

. ANGELS GABRIEL, MICHAEL, URIEL AND RAPHAEL ~ A.RC l-

ACH NAME HAS A MEANING WHICH DESCRi BES HIS TITLE : FOR EXAMPLE MICHAEL 'WHO ~ 

KE GOD ' the TITULAR PRINCE OF ISRAEL GABRIEL lit. 'MAN OF GOD' - URIEL 'FIRE ן_ןIS 

. OF GOD ' and RAPHAEL 'ANGEL OF HEALING ' FROM THE HEBREW ROOT 

. ney, my dear sonny, and rich man's joke is always funny סMoney is h 



SPORTS 
Capt. SOLOMON J. EZEKIEL (Pezarkar) 

MEYER M. SAMUEL (Dighodkar) 

SAMUEL AARON KOLATKAR 

WHY IS ISRAEL COMPARED TO A DOVE? 

Success covers a multitude of blunders - George Bernard Shaw. 

Coach of lndia and possesses 'lnternational 
Shooting Judges License' granted by the lnter­
tional Shooting Union, Weisbaden, Germany. 

He represented lndia at the Second Asian 
, oot ing Championship held at S GLLJ I רSl 

has undergone three lnternational Coaching 
-Camps i.e. Canada, USA and lsrael, was an ob 

server at the XXI Olympics at Montreal and at 
lsrael, was רrthe Xth Maccabiah in 1977 held i 

appointed by the Nepal Council of Sports to train 
. their shooters at Kathmandu 

After retirement from the Army he was 
appointed as Chief Shooting Coach of Maha­
ras htra State. 

Solomon holds the record for All lndia 
Home Guards Big Bore Shooting Championship 
(.301). 

ther ס, the All Gujarat, The lndian Gymkhana 
-en Table Tennis Cham מnal O סStates and Nati 

. pionships 

He was honoured at the 185th Anniversary 
Celebrations of the "Gate of Mercy" Synagogue 

. 1981 , 6th December חס

ured at the 185th Anniversary סHe was hon 
ns of the "Gate of Mercy" Synagogue סCelebrati 

. 1981 , 6th December חסheld 

When the dove tires, it does not cease flying; 
it rests one wing and flies with the other. 

Bereshit Rabbah , 39: 10 
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lt is indeed creditable that Solomon should 
have been selected to officiate as Chief Range 
Officer at the IX Asian Games. This is because 

oting סf his brilliant career. He is the National Sh ס

rts סMeyer has achieved distinction in sp 
ne סmmunities have d סactivities which few in our c 

. so far - cricket, badminton and table tennis 
-ln all these sports activities, in which he parti 

ver forty years, he received many סcipated for 
-awards. However, his most outstanding perform 

ance was in table tennis, in which he has won 

rty סDuring his sports activities of nearly f 
years, Samuel is recipient of half-a-dozen 

-r סShields and Medals for his outstanding perf 
. mance in Cricket and Table Tennis 

· All other birds, when tired rest upon a rock 
. n a branch of a tree. Not so the dove סor up 



RALPHY EZEKIEL JHIRAD 

BENJAMIN SAMUEL REUBEN KEHIMKAR B.E. (Electrical) 

. not always like those we admire סWe always like those who admire us but we d 

tion and completed the Section 'A' Exam of 
AMIE (lndia) standing First. 

sports. He stood חHe is keenly interested i 
-re of 93% in the \V Maharash סi) 3rd with a sc ( 

tra State Junior Shooting Championship held at 
Kolhapur in August 1980 and (ii) 4th and 10th 

Shooting וin the State and the XXIV Nationa 
Championships respectively, held at Kolhapur 
and participated in the XXV National Shooting 
Championship held at Ahmedabad from 1st 

. 1982 , January חJanuary, 1982 to 13t 

At present he is working with Mahindra & 
Mahindra Limited, lnternational Tractor Division. 

He is a member of the lnstitute of Engineers 
(lndia) , Ahm~dabad Management Associatt ion 
and was lnstitutional Member of the lndian 
Standard lnstitute (ISI) from 1977 to 1981) . 

Herzl, a Hungarian born assimiliated Jewish 
journalist, in his famous book, " THE JEWISH 
STATE." 

Ralphy stood First class First with 74% 
marks in the Production Engineering Examina-

, Benjamin S. Reuben was bor.n in Surat 
Gujarat State and graduated from the Gujarat 

 University iח 1960 .

Ahmedabad Electrical חHe is working i 
Company Ltd., for the last over twenty-four years 

-eputy Superin וכand at present holds the post of 
.) tendent (Contracts 

A keen sportsman, he is a member of 
Gujarat Lawn Tennis Association and Ahmeda­
bad Rifle Association. He was Captain of the 
Engineering College Cricket Team , participated 
in Tennis in the 10th Maccabiah Sports Meet 
and played for Petah Tiqvah Cricket Club in 
the lsrael Cricket League in July 1977. 

" The only way Jews would be able to es­
cape from the dangers posed py modenr anti­
Semitism is to create our own Sate." Theodor 

168 



Dr. HANANIEL G. SOLOMON (CHINCHOLKAR), M. B. B. S. 

By: E. M. Jacob 

Hananiel did most of his schooling at the 
Dadar Parsee Youths Assembly High School and 
was known in the school as the sports-man 

-and actor. He represented his school in swim 
levels. He וming and boxing at inter-schoo 

-also represented Bombay at the Colombo - vs 
Bombay Schools Boxing and Maharaslitra at 
the junior and school-boys National Boxing 

. 1973 onship in וChamp 

After passing S. S. C. in 1975 he joined 
the St. Xaviers College and achieved his dream 
of becoming a Doctor when he· obtained admis­
sion to Seth G. S. Medical College in 1977. 

Women 

-a number of Bene-lsrael women served as tea 
chers in Municipal Schools in Bombay. ln 
fact the·re was a time dur.ing the early period of 
the establishment of municipal schools when the 
number of Bene-lsrael women-teachers was 
predominant. They particularly specialised in 
drill and music. Mr. Parulekar who was the 

-secretary of the school committee of the Bom 
bay Municipal Corporation was of the opinion 
that the Bene-lsrael women who were drill and 

music teachers, being very successfulח , were i 
great demand. This number of Bene-lsrael 

. 1960 11 teachers continued ti 

After the establishment of well-known schools 
-quite a few Bene ,יin Bombay and Pune 
. lsrael women were School Principals, i.e 

Huzur Paga" in Pune, " Anjuman-e-lslam" G'irls " 
-School , " Alexandra " Girls' School etc. in Bom 

bay. Even today a number of private schools are 
-run by Bene-lsrael women in places like Bom 

. bay and Ahmedabad 

the status of women, the late חסSpeaking 
-Mrs. Abigael E. Moses, a well known Educa 

 Hananiel was the president of the J. R ..ט
Youth Group for the year 1983. He passed the 
M. B. B. S. examination from G. S. Medical 

. College Parel 

Bene - lsrael 

, As stated elsewher.e in this publication 
women were responsible for keeping the torch 
of Judaism burning . They committed to memory 
all the dates of important feasts and fasts and 

-scrupu lously observed rel ig ious rites. The re 
the community also affected the חnaissance i 

Bene-lsrael women. Along with boys, the gir.ls 
also attended schools conducted by the 

the חAmerican Christ ian Missionaries not only i . 
Bombay City but also in the villages. They also 

which the·y חserved as teachers in schools i 
. had received thei r education 

When Huzur Paga, the most prestigious 
-school for girls was established in Pune, Bene 

srael girls were among the first to receive ו

ol . In 1870, when a סtheir education in that sch 
, raining College was inaugurate·d in that school ז

-Bene-lsrael girls took full advantage of this col 
1884 when Huzur Paga ח! lege. Subsequently 

was converted into a high school , thirty per 
cent of the fifty girls studying in this high school 

-were Bene-lsrael gir:ls some of whom were reci 
pients of scholarships and prizes. lt may be 

1880 tated with pride here that from the year ס
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. earth divine except humanity חסThere is nothing 



MEENA MAHADEVAN 
(Nee Miriam Aaron Jacob of Karachi) 

A good deed is never lost. 

-congregations. The exceptional position of wo 
men among the lsraelites stands out in high 
relief, compared with her status .amongst the 
most advanced nations of antiquity, the Greeks 
and the Romans. lt was during the Talmudic 

riental סtimes when every department was under 
-influences that the position of women was alte 

red; they were excluded from participating in 
all the ceremonies which to the popular mind 
were principal expression of religion. When 

-f the cere סshe was thus excluded from most 
monial part of religion, she concentrated her 

, efforts upon the essential part of the religion 
the true end and aim of all religious creed " She 

, was the priestess at the sacred hearth of home 
gave the family a religious atmosphere and 

-influenced it with affection, sincerity and holi 
. ness and made Judaism a religion of life 

" While the whole world is clamouring for 
women's r.ight the Jewish woman reigns supre­
me in her home and the Jews appreciate the 
high significance of women's work for the gain 
of true liberty and the conservation of the 
Jewish religion". 

washed children of the labourers scrambling 
about in the heat, sickly infants covered with 
flies and the very young tied to poles. Seeing 
this pitiable sight every day made her tnink 
about the solution of the problem. "Why not put 
up creches?" she thought. And she put her 
thoughts into action. lt was the first time tfiat 
such an attempt was made to solve a problem 
facing nearly two million construction labourers. 

The original intention of Miriam was to 
\ook after. the babies only. When she found that 
older children were not attending any schools 
but loitering around the centre, she opened 
more formal classes for them and evening clas­
ses for their parents at the Construction Sites. 

Miriam could inspire her workers to do 
the work although it was distasteful to them. Tnis 

en 's libber had this to say in her רst and won וon וt 

Presidential address at the Eighth Bene-lsrael 
1924 Conference, held in Bombay in December 

When so much has been said about the " -
sacred duty imposed upon Jewish women, the 

n naturally arises, 'what is the position סquesti 
-of women among the Jews?'. Her position tra 
-ced from the Biblical times down to the destruc 

tion of the Jewish nationality by the Romans 
and in the middle ages, has been held high in 
the Jewish Home. The duties of the father and 

-the mother alike. The women were not excfu 
ded from the society of men nor kept in utter 
ignorance of everything except their household 
duties. They freely took part in all that concerned 

-their fathers and husbands and were bene 
fitted equa\ly by education. History abounds 
wi th evidence of their participation in r.eligious 
as well as public affairs ; they were not excluoed 

-from the highest positions. They were even Jud 
ges and Prophetesses. The opinion 'A woman's 
scholarship should be confined to the spinning 
wheel ' was not endorsed by many prominent 
Rabbis. There are instances in the Talmud of 

r.eligious topics with women and חסconversation 
also of women occupying high positions in tfie 

Here is another fascinating and enchanting 
story of a social worker like Rebaccabai Simon 

· Vakrulkar of the 19th century, who brought 
cheers to the children of the labourers at the 

washed children חconstruction sites. These u 
scrambled about in the heat and the dust while 

. their parents were busy constructing buildings 

Till 1967, Miriam spent her. time in writing 
novels in Hindi and bringing up her son" One 
of the novels published by her "Apna Ghar" 
portrays a Jewish family torn between its loyal­
ties to lndia and lsrael. An opportunity for doing 
important social work came by accident. As 
a member, of the Mahatma Gandhi Centenar·y 
Celebration Committee formed in 1968, Miriam 
had to go daily to the project undertaken by 
the Committee for building an Exhibition. While 
proceeding to the site, Miriam saw naked , un-
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ESTHER DAVID (Dandekar) 

REC1PIENTS OF AWARDS AND CERTIFICATES OF APPRECIATION 

SAMSON J. {Talkar) 

Sr. lnspector of Police 

. r years סr. f ססthe d חסgs חba סחce, but temptati חסly חסcks סחity k חrtu סOpp 

-K. Mahade ז.., rhough Miriam married M -
t give סחmbay, she did סm B ס. alist fr חur סa j ח,va 

r סg f חJudaism. Miriam was aili חס,up her relig i 
July חסre she died סd just bef חg time a חסa l 

 at the y ,1977 ,22ס uח g ageס f 48, she used tס
read סf Delhi t חסcall J. M. Benjami חfte ס

her. As per סd Psalms t חthe Hebrew Prayers a 
d she חf her husba סthat סd als חher wishes a 

New 1ח d חu סthe Jewish Burial Gr חwas buried i 
. Delhi 

us סוf the fan סEsther David is the daughter 
f Ahmedabad. She is סDavid חgist Reube סl ססZ 

-f her exhi סst סM חס.fessi סa sculptress by pr 
. appreciated חGujarat, have bee חs held i חסbiti1 
 She prefers tס wס r.k irר uח der-develס ped urbarר

e with יngram סg pr חi חf Ahmedabad. A trai סareas 
cted by נdi חסtre was c חt Ce חlyvale סf P סthe aid 

p סd devel חtrigger a סd Virbhala Rishi t חher a 
. the artists חt creativity i חhere חthe i 

ed the חf these artists have attai סme סS 
-d moti חce a חthe guida סcreative heights due t 

. f Esther David סs חסvati . 

, f Billa סciate סass חgh, a חgh Bakshisi חShamsi 
. als חסati חArab סmurdered tw סwh 

ubt סstate here that a d סg t חter.esti חlt is i 
-me people, whe סf s סds חthe mi חi חhad arise 
-jus סuld be able to d סa Jew, w ,חther Samso 

r his סArabs. F סg tw חvolvi חthe case i סtice t 
this case, he received חi חvestigatio חthorough i 

. y חm ma סpraises fr 

iversary חחoured at the 185th A חHe was ho 
agogue חs of the "Gate of Mercy" Sy חCelebratio 

 heldחס 6-12-81 .
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because she herself swept the ס,uld d סshe c 
eed חthe חbabies whe סded t חd atte חrs a סflo 

a חstate here that whe סg t חteresti חse. lt is i סar 
ut how the סd חt Officer came to fi חme חver סG 

g used , he left חt was bei חt gra חme חGover 
he saw that חg the books whe חwi thout verifyi 

. dah חthe Vera חkets i חg bla חdi חMiriam was me 
ths, mobile חmo חf eightee סa period חWithi 

d חcreches were established in Delhi, Bombay a 
d wide חother. cities. Miriam's fame spread far a 

-. d U. N חa short time Y. M. C. A. a חd withi חa 
cial workers סg their s חdi 1ח. C. E. F. started se 

. ject סtries to study the pr חfrom their cou 

g חwi סbl חסlt is a great treat to hear Sams 
hear him סint t סy make it a p חd ma חShofar a 

gue, in which סby attending the particular Synag 
. rtant role סp€rform this imp סhe is scheduled t 

~ lice De סthe P חt record i חlia וHe has a br·i 
partment. He is the recipient of the highest 

-lice & Fire Servi סaward viz. the President's P 
-f bravery and cou סr. an act סces Gold Medal , f 

& drej סq the G חrage displayed by him duri 
r סnsible f סy's riots . He is resp חmpa סBoyce C 
-t crimi חorta סsuccessfu lly investigating many im 

ga and חg that of Billa and Ra חcludi חnal cases i 



ISAAC MENASHE SOLOMON (Char;·kar) 

Assistant Collector Rummaging & lntelligence, Bombay Customs (Retd) 

DAVID SOLOMON JOSEPH (Borgaonkar) 
Senior Superintendent of Customs Preventive Department, Bombay. (Retd) 

ws at סm Fish ing Crafts and Arab Dh סwere fr 
-unter with des סenc סhigh seas where he had t 
f סus smugglers at the risk סparate and danger 

n. סf the inaugurati סthe very day חhis life. O 
ats 'KALI AND DURGA', he made סf the speed b ס

rth סds w ססntraband g סf c סa spectacular seizure 
" ws " CHISTIA סn Arab Dh וסabout Rs. 45 lakhs fr 

" andח.ס AL-SABRI " . He made many seizures 
, rs סds, liqu ססf textile g סthe city חships and i 

pium, charas, silver and gold. lt is noteworthy ס
t locate סthat when the Custom Officers could n 

 the contraband for 3 days in Kandla Sס lס­
d 'he suc חned a סequisti ~ s services were 'חסm 

cating the contraband which was סl חceeded i 
. the out-house containing grains חconcealed i 

After clearing the grains it was noticed that the 
r wasס­flooring at the sides of the entrance do 

r.ing ססrecently made. After breaking up the fl 
f סs and gold coins סts, each 35 kil סsilver ing 

ancient Kutchy Rajas were seized .The silver 
. ingots were valued at Rs. 6 lakhs 

Solomon Mr. All this was possible for 
wledge for סbecause he possesses special kn 

. deciphering codes of the smugglers 

-is the reci חסm סl סMr. lsaac Menashe S 
pient of the lndia's President Award for extreme 
devotion to duty and dynamic leadership for 

-detecting several smuggling cases. His cont.ri 
ver ססunts t סg the contraband am ח' seizi חn i סbuti 

. Rs . 3.5 crores 

d of his service of סr peri סDuring the maj 
, the Rummaging 33ח years he worked i 

Opium and lntelligence Departmnet of fne 
f contr.aband סCustoms. Most of the seizures 

Rewards and seph received סDavid S. J 
rds סnal rec סhis pers חmmendable entries i סC 

ut spectacular סns for carrying סccasi סseveral חס
. f contraband goods סseizures 

 David joined Karachi Custom House as aח
d Bombay Customs 1946ח a חary Clerk i חrdi ס

ng with his parents סas a Cler.k when . he al סals 
 and other family members were cס mpelled tס
-f fhe par 1948ס as a r.esult חemigrate to lndia i 

. 1947 tition of lndia in 

-nesty, since סrk, h סf sheer hard w סBy dint 
inted as סtegrity he was first app חd i חrity a 

-Preventive Officer and finally as Senior Super 
. intendent of Customs, Preventive Department 
 But mere hard work, integrity and honesty dס
r סח, rt for promotion סt serve as a passp סח

titles a person for high rewards . The attrioutes חe 

. n't interrupt it - Henry J. Kaiser סlf your work sp_eaks for itself, d 
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f David סthat were responsible for the success 
, in the detection of smuggling wer.e i) lngenuity 
-ii) Strategy and ii) Execution . David took meti 

of action before a raid וculous care of his pla r 
. was carr ied out 

12 similar cases were detected immediately 
there-after. 

-r detain סf ~ Besides, David was responsibl 
-under COFE ווing as many as eight persons a 

POSA. David 's father, the late Mr. Solomon 
Joseph was the brother of the late Khan Saheb 
Mordecai Joseph of Pune. From quite an early 

an adventurous ~ age David had an urge fo 
life . When the Second World War broke out 
he" along with his dear friend the late 
Benjamin Joseph Bhastekar (who rose to the 
high office of Commercial Manager of Mazgaon 
Dock, Bombay) joined the Royal Engineering 
Cor.ps. Both were decorated with the lndian 

. Service and War Service Medals 

David has detected a number of smuggling 
cases covering gold , cosmetics, toreign liquor 
etc . Some of the important of these cases and 
for which he was rewarded are Detection of 
i) Gold Bars and Gold Chips hidden inside a 
bundle of black dates which were reduced to 
pulp. ii) Gold biscuits which were made to 
appear as charcoal , iii) thin sheets of Gold hid­
den in between two layers of cardboard in a 
car,ton . This was the first detection of its kind . 

Mrs. E. S. EZEKIEL (Mendrekar) 
Lady Preventive Officer of Bombay Customs 

-Mrs. Ezekiel was one of the Customs Offi 
 cers who was responsible for the seizure oז
4 . ut Rs סthe smuggled watches valued at ab 

. lakhs 

gled watches that were found in the car as wel l 
as at the residence of the smuggler. 

For this detect ion Mrs. Ezekiel received a 
cash award and also a certificate of apprecia­
tion from the Government of lndia ו n the above picture Mrs. Ezekiel is seeח .

-counting and noting dc;wn the number of smug 

A woman can say more in a sigh than a man can say in a sermon - Arnold Haultin . 
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SAMUEL BENJAMIN MALEKAR, B.E., M.l.E. 

He began his career as " Design Engineer" 
and at present he i5 " Technical Director" . 
Some of the prestigious projects undertaken 
by him are :-

i. 5 million tonne steel plant - the first struc­
tural Engineer representing lndian know­
how in Venezuela, South America; 

ii . Madras & Narora (U.P) Atomic Power Pro­
jects; and 

iii .) R. C. F. Plant. 

He was honoured at the 185th Anniversary 
Celebrations of "Gate of Mercy" Synagogue 

 heldחס 6-12-81 .

Samuel Benjamin Malekar passed the B.E. 
Examination (Civil) standing First Class First 
and was the recipient of two Gold Medals. 

'«! MICHAEL S. DAVID (Shapurkar•) 

ISSAC SOLOMON MHEDEKAR AND DANIEL SOLOMON MHEDEKAR 

By: Samson lsaac Mhedekar, son of lsaac Mhedekar & father of Abraham Samson Mhedekar 

Michael is the son of Dr. Samuel B. David 
and grandson of the late Mr. Benjamin David, 
Ex-Judge, Small Causes Court, Pune. 

hard work, perseverance, grit and honesty not 
only rose to the Office of Jailers, but also won 
the hearts of the convicts. 

(Comipler) 

Well done is better than well said - Benjam in Franklin 

the occasion חסWhile honouring Michael 
of the 185th Anniversay Celebrations of the 

1981 ,. 6th Dec חסGate of Mercy" Synagogue " 
memories of our illustrious ancestors flashed 
back in our minds -- Simon Wakrulkar, tne 
powerful orator and writer, Kammodan Haeem 

-trans סDavid Divekar, the great dramatist, wrr 
lated Shakespear's plays into Marathi and Urdu 
and also acted in those plays, Joseph David 

-Penkar, another great dramatist and screen play 
. writer and host of others 

For Michael possesses all the qualities of 
-a dramatist, speaker and journalist . He has se 

cured several prizes in elocution competitions 
during his school and college days. He is a 

-regular invitee of Rotary lnternational for parti 
ited Nations חcipating in MUNA - Model U 

. Assembly 

lntroduction : 

Samson aged 92, (1984) is a Citizen of the 
State of lsrael . This is a noval story of two 
brothers from Karachi who by sheer dint of 
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Mr's. REZINA (Ruby) JACOB DANIELS (Walwatkar) 

HOW SOME OF THE GREAT WRITERS WROTE THEIR IMMORTAL MASTERPIECES 

. ethke סre Ro סd סssible . - The סthe imp חspecialized i סple wh סre pe סeed are m חWhat we 

ces praised חte חg life se חi סderg חits , u סd dac חa 
wished חd eve חature a חial חr his ge סmy father f 

d חes a חd health, happi ססd his family g חhim a 
pular with the סg life. My father was so p חlo 

sfer חrder.s for the tra סever חers that whe חסpris 
the סf my father were issued, they appealed t ס

. sfer my father חtra סt t סחrities סauth 

-Life sketches of the two brothers had ap 
" f "THE ISRAELITE סe of the issues חחסpeared i 
-forma חe 1920; pr.obably the i חe after Ju חMagazi 

cle, the חal u חwas provided by my mater חtio 
d חlice a סf P סt חde חte חSuperi ,חסlate J. 8. Sams 

-: lice, Kutch , Bhuj סer of P חסCommissi 

-g to state here that dur חteresti חlt is i 
uzder סwas the F חסd Sams סg the peri חi 

rge (late סce Ge חlice, Karachi, Pri סf P ס

n סa recepti חrge V) was give סg Ge חKi 
where British ,חs Garde ח. at the Bur 

t Officials חme חver סArmy Officers, High G 
f Karachi were סs חg citize חd leadi חa 

s חס'Sams ,חt. At thi's receptio חprese 
t were חme חver סservices to the G חyeoma 

f Wales סgnised and the Prince סrec 
King 's ,חSamso סted t חhimself prese 

. d the Sword חg's Watch a חMedal Ki 

-iver חחured at the 185th A סחShe was ho 
-a חf the " Gate of Mercy" Sy חסsary Celebratio 

. 1981 13th December חסgue סg 

-Chekov, the Rus חסt חm. 5. A סcrowded ro גcuf 
f his סthe midst חte i סry writer, ·wr סst חsia 

 childreח siח giח g aח d playiח gחס his piaסח. 6 .
d חywhere a חuld write a סps c סll סy Tr חסAnth 

ces whether at a railway חder any circumsta חu 
rtable writing סvided his p סr coach , pr סrm סplatf 

him, which he generally סdesk was available t 
. t . 7. G. K חcar·ried with him wherever he we 

) 172 page חסContinued ( 
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f my parents and חססgest s חu סwas the y ו

 siח ce my father retired from service wheח
ו was abס utח iח e or teח yearsס ld ,ו

about their early וw muct סt kn סחdo 
-th the bro סwever, remember that b סh ,ו. career 
-m סsferred to various places in B חthers were tra 
 bay Presideח cy (Gujarat was theח iח cluded iח
, ce. My father חvi סd Pr חd Si חcy) a חthis Preside 

m Hyderabad ס. Mhedekar retired fr חlomo סlsaac S 
, cle חd my u חas a Jailer a חtral Priso חd) Ce חSi ( 

tral חMhedekar from Karachi Ce חmo סl סiel S חDa 
as a jailer. After retir.ement, Daniel סals חסPris 

rary Magistrate and a סn סH חinted a סwas app 
er חסmmissi סC חf the Peace by the the סJustice 
 of Siח d Prס viח ce aח d wasס fteח called upחס tס

. Courts חduct cases i חco 

Pune. My חi חw סts had settled d חd pare חMy gra 
-s חinted by the l סcle and my father were app חu 
-and sub זns, Yeravada Jai סeral Pris חr. Ge סpect 

us places as סvari סtly were transferred t חseque 
.) desh חDhulia (Kha חi חr סwas b ו. stated earlier 

Shikarpur fr.om סMy father was transferred t 
Hyderabad and retired from סd later t חDhulia a 

ther סservice while he was in Hyderabad. My m 
was tender hearted דrused to say that my fathe 

murderers חd eve חיvicts a חסd that the c חa 

a was adjudged the " BEST" Nurse חRezi 
-m סes of the B חסtral Z חd Ce חa חfor the Wester 

d received the חn a סrati סrp סicipal C חbay Mu 
. 1981 " BEST NURSE AWARD " 

d חd playwright Edmu חch poet a 1ח. The Fre 
r סhis bath tub f חsit i חd, would ofte חsta סR 

uld request סw סr Hug סle day. 2. Vict סthe wh · 
aked-Stark naked, he חstrip him סhis valet t 

 wס uld cחס tiח ue tס write. 3. Dr. Samuel Jס ­hח
 sחס used tס have his favס urite cat perchedחס

to his ears while he was חg i חhis desk purri 
er חr סa c חte i סuse wr סdeh סg. 4. P.G. W חwriti 



JUDAH SOLOMON MENDREKAR 

"WHEN YOU GO HOME, TELL THEM OF US 

WE GAVE OUR TO-DAY FOR THEIR TOMORROW" 

il ס, n סtt סn, besides raw c סf ammuniti סsisting 
. drums, timber, sulphur, etc 

b was tc סn's j סm סl סBeing an Engineer, S 
-rk סpped w סfire engines in case they st סattend t 

t a סut the fires . He was n סing dur,ing putting 
uld have perhaps saved סregular fireman . He c 

f fire סm the scene סhis life had he escaped fr 
ccured , just as a סs חסsi סre the expl סjust bef 

t wish סחrkers) . He did סck w סthers did (d סfew 
fight סued t חti חסc סlleagues wh סleave his c סt 

. f the !mpending disaster סthe fire inspite 

uld סdy c סs b 'חסm סl סS ,חסsi סAfter the expl 
f sixty-three סdies סthe b סals סt be traced . S סn 

. ther סf סdreds חd hu חa חfireme 

was such that חסsi סf the expl סThe impact 
gical סl סthe Metere חgraph needle i סthe Seism 

es וusand mi סut a th סf Simla, a place ab חססStati 
rd כcmbay quivered when the rec סm B סaway fr 

ugh the crust סsmitted thr חck-wave tra סf the sh ס
. f the earth ס

 Every yearחס April 14, Officers aח d meח
the סmage t סmbay Fire Brigade pay h סf the B ס

mbay סthat B סtheir lives s חw סlaid d סwh חme 
 may live. Sס lס mחס is theחס ly iח dividual tס

paid separately. Such was סmage is als סm h סwh 
th with the Officers סb חסm סl סf S סpularity סthe p 

 aח d meח.

hima סThis is an epitaph in a cemetery in K 
f Armed סry סin Nagaland) inscr.ibed in mem ( 

. rld-War-11 סg the W חrces duri סF 

f סequally be said סuld als סrds c סThese w 
ther סd חeer a חgi חdrekar, E חJudah Me חסm סl סS 

mbay Fire סf the B חסsixty-five Officers and me 
g חtheir lives while battli חw סlaid d סBrigade, wh 
" e חrt Stiki סa ship " F חסחסflagrati חסwith the c 

g the חApril 14, 1944. This ship was carryi חס

- "BEAUTY AND THE BEASTס rס us cargס glam " 
-n סns c סd deadly weap חld a סf g סrm סin the f 

merset Maugham סce. 11 . S חt St. Lawre סat Ay 
his חeach page i חסrds סte exactly 250 w סwr 

y used סlst סT סd 12. Le חd, a חg ha חסillegible l 
-vels. His aim was 'per סwrite n סa typewriter t 
d חrrected " War a סlt is said that he c חס.'fecti 

f which fell סtimes , the burden חPeace" seve 
. ulder סhis wife 's sh חס

( Continued from page 171) 

s 'חDicl<e חg i חly write sitti חסuld סc חסChestert 
 Chair which he had bס ught. 8. Jaח e Austiח

der חf paper. 9. Alexa סbits חסalways wrote 
 Dumas wrס te his pס emsחס yellס w paper, art 'ו­
d חblue a חסvels סpink paper, and n חסcles 
. t pens חalways witn green ink, but with differe 

rt סsh חg i 10ח. Bernard Shaw preferred writi 
hut חde ססy w חt was a ti סurite sp סd. His fav חha 

 Men may dס ubt what yס u say, but they will beli eve what yס u d.ס
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g the חוv וr.ece חb (Gadkar) is see סE. M. Jac 
-PRESIDENT'S HOME GUARDS & CIVIL DE " 
e רlt חסus Services סri סr Merit סFENCE MEDAL" f 

f THE חססaugurati חf the l סiversary 30חחth A 
m the סuary 27, 1980 fr חREPUBLIC OF INDIA, Ja 

. f Maharashtra, Shri Sadiq Ali סr סחver סG 

E. M. JACOB (Gatlkar) 

h סcis Bac חd - Fra חki חf ma סefit חr the be סuse it f סwledge is t סחf k סThe ultimate aim 

d חt a חsulta חסFire C :חסt Occupati חPrese 
. Fire Adviser 

Fire me סH חסcus סs: (i) F חסPublicati 
R (ii) tsס tary Fס uח datiחס;  Accideח ;

-f (a) APSARA & SAMA סr & Publisher סEdit 
-f Chem סtary Club סf the R סs חRITAN - Bulleti 
f סd (b) INDO-ISRAEL REVIEW חmbay) a סbur (B 

. n סciati סist Ass חסmbay Zi סthe B 

' f Mercy סf " Gate סTrustee & חWas Cha irma 
f סf Gate סgue Estate Trust, Secretary סag חSy 
f סt חce 17-6-84, Preside חgue si סag חMercy" Sy 
, d חFu חסce Educati חnfere סe-lsrael C חThe Be 
, ciation סnist Ass סmbay Zi סf the B סTreasurer 

ce 1967 and Past President of חRotar ian si 
g חRotary Club of Chembur" (Bombay) duri " 

. 1970-71 
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Retired as Dy. Chief Fire Officer, Bombay 
t for חthe Departme חF ire Brigade after serving i 

. early thirty year.s ח

. rps . Gr סce C חCivil Defe ,חDy. Chief Warde 
teer חt a volu חm 1965 to 1981 . At prese סBombay fr 

· t 's Medal was חthe C. D. Corps. The Preside חi 
received for the Meritorious Ser.vices rendered 

g חce Corps. part icularly duri חto the Civil Defe 
. Wars חdo-Pakista חd 1971 l חthe 1965 a 
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LIST OF BENE ISRAEL AUTHORS & PUBLICA TIONS (ALPHABETICALL Y) 

1898 iversal Peace 3ח. U 
1898 , s חf Rabbi Strai חססslati 4ח. Tra 

rals סd M חa חסReligi 
1898 ses סf M חססstituti חf the l סality 5ח. Origi 

DIVEKAR, DAVID HAEEM * 

DUBEY, Mrs. ESTHER V. K. * 

ELIAS, A . H. * 

EZEKIEL B. S. 

1. Hebrew Primer 

1984 

GATE OF MERCY" SYNAGOGUE " 

f the סus & Cultural Heritage סReligi 
dia חf l סe lsraels חBe 

1899 
1906 

1896 
1905 

1912 

1872 
1873 

1881 

1911 
1915 
1915 

APTEKAR, SOLOMON SHALOM 

Verse חiel i 1ח. Da 
Verse חseph i 2ס. J 

Esther חf Quee 3ס. Life sketch 
iel חf Da סurage 4ס. C 

f lsrael 5חססס. " Merapee" - The M 

* AS HTAMKAR, BENJAMIN SAMSON 

AWASKAR, ISAAC SHALOM 
Verse חseph i סf J סry 1ס. St 

seph סf J סry 2ס. St 

AWASKAR, JOSEPH HAEEM 

f Tish-abe-ab 1ס. Haftara 
ses סf M 2ס. Life sketch 

BAMNOLKAR, JOSEPH BENJAMIN * 

BENJAMIN, SIMON VAKRULKAR (WALKER) 

 H .1ס w tס briח g up childreח
mbay סf B סe-lsrael 2ח. The Be 

cy חPreside 
rk סw 3חס. View 

ciple חtuitive Pri חthe l 4חסחס. Discussi 
ס f Cחס scieח ceס r the Diviח e Reasחס iח

 Ma.ח

BHINJEKAR, ABRAHAM REUBEN 

dar חdred Year Cale חHu 1. 
ver סPass 2. 

th סShabu 3. 
s חסllecti סAll c 4. 

BHONKAR, SAMUEL MOSES 

1851-1857 f the Fathers סf the Ethics חססslati חTra 

THE BENE ISRAEL BENEVOLENT SOCIETY 

r 400 years סdar f 1ח. Hebrew Cale 
r ססthe p סr Charity t סs f 2חס. Suggesti 

. d SAMUEL R חDANIELS S. a 

f Rabbi Petachia סTravels 

DIVEKAR, AARON JACOB 

. f Rabbi Weiss חססslati 1ח. Tra 
re Light סM 
glish Essay by Rabb r L. Weiss 2ח. E 

 with Marathi traח slatiחס

, se חt d ispe סחst חu ca סme are like food with which th סds : S חf frie סThere are three classes 
st סess which tho u d חthers like ill סd חally a חeedful occasio חe which is חthers like medici ס

. t חever wa 178ח 

1846 

* GADKAR, EZEKIEL MOSES JACOB 

* GADKAR, RACHEL ABRAHAM 

GARSULKAR, HAEEM ISAAC 
" THE ILLUSTRATED HAGGADA " 

GHOSALKAR, ISAAC SOLOMON 
Jerusalem סTravel t 1878 

ISRAELITE SCHOOL COMMITTEE 

al Services חסti סs Dev ח'Childr.e 
. ISRAEL, 8 . J 

-g the Bene חסam חסluti סus Ev סReligi 
1750 ce חdia si חf l סlsraels 

dia חf l סThe Jevys 
dia חf l סe-lsrael חThe Be 

me Studies סS 

JACOB, MISS REBECCA 

dar חdh Bha סSadb 

KANDLEKAR, SAMUEL MOSES 
Esther חf Quee סLife Sketch 

KASOOKAR, JUDAH SHALOM 

ly City Jerusalem 1ס. Our H 
f סctrine 2ס. Guide - The Secret D 

dy סd B חul a סthe S 

KASOOKAR, Dr. (Miss) ESTHER ABRAHAM 
* SOLOMON 

* KEHIMKAR, HAEEM SAMUEL 
KEHIMKAR, SHALOM SAMUEL 

tatuech חg Pe חf Readi סd 1ס. Meth 
ses סphet M סf Pr 2ס. Death 

Esther חf Quee סt חu סacc 3ח. A 

1854 
1856 

1877 

1895 

1898 



. their respective resume's חrs have appeared i סf these auth סs חסThe publicati * 
k", By late Miss Rebecca סd Year Bc חa ~ ua חחe lsrael A חm " The Be סst fr סSOURCE : M 

 Reube.ח

 With malice tס wardsחסח e, with charity for aוו: with firmness iח the right, as God has giveח
. Abraham Lincoln -ח.rk we are i סish the w חfi סt חסus to see the right, let us stride 
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1913 

* PINGLE, SHELLIM SAMUEL 
* RAJPURKAR, JOSEPH EZEKIEL 

RAMRAJKAR, SOLOMON JACOB 
 Lawsחס Jewish Religioח

) glish חslated from E חTra ( 

1913 

* REUBEN, Miss REBECCA 

e lsraels of Bombay חBe 

1887 

ROHEKAR, EDWIN R* 
ROHEKAR DAVID MOSES BENJAMIN* 
SANKAR MOSES EZEKIEL 
The Fast for Destruction of the Temple, 

(Extracted from the old Paths) 

1910 

* SHAPURKAR ABRAHAM SAMSON 
* SION, GEORGE ABRAHAM 

. SOLOMON JOSEPH E 
d Moral חCatechism of Religions a 

str,uctions 1ח 

1913 
from Egypt) 

1915 

TALEGAONKAR ISSAC ABRAHAM 

phet Moses 1ס. Life sketch of Pr 
The deliverance of the lsraels ( 

2. Shabuoth 

1874 
ALKAR HAEEM EZEKIEL ז

e lsrael חf the Be סry סHist 

1869 
1869 
1872 
18.12 

* TALKAR, HANNAN EZEKIEL 
* TALKAR Prof. MOSES EZEKIEL 

* TALKAR, l .A. EZEKIEL 
* TALKAR, NISSIM EZEKIEL 

TALKAR MOSES DANIEL 

gs of Solomon 1ח. So 
 .Bago Bahar (Spring Gar.de 2(ח

vel 3ס. Lovely Sushila N 
4. Chhel Battao 

VAKRULKAR SIMON BENJAMIN * 
VAKRULKAR REBECCA SIMON BENJAMIN * 
VAKRULKAR SOLOMON MOSES * 

WALVATKAR ELIJAH SOLOMON 

1872 
1891 

ess חr the Forgive 1ס. Prayers f 
stitution of Passover 2ח. l 

) from Hebrew חslatio חTr.a ( 

KEHIMKAR, SAMUEL HAEEM 
1878 . tal Duty (adapted from L.L חPare 

) catta 's Moral סM 

KHARILKAR, DANIEL SHALOM 

g David חthe Psalms of Ki חסk 1ס. Bo 
2, Selihoth in Marathi 

Marathi 3ח. Pesah i 
Marathi 4ח. Haggdah i 

Marathi 5ח. Vidhi (Rites) i 
Marathi חgs i חסf S סk 6סס. B 

Maratni חgs i חf Simhath Torah so סBook .ד

g marriages חs duri ~ 8. Songs sung by the Ladi 

KOLABKAR, PINHAS EMANUEL E. JOSEPH 
1967 k ססdian Jewish Year B חl 

KORLEKAR, DAVID REUBEN 

1881-1885 ) al חSatya Prakash (Jour 
 Rites of Jewish Circumcisio .1ח 1893

) glish חm E סd Laws (translated fr חa 
1896 f the Precepts סk 2סס. B 

) ides חses Maimo סm M סslated fr חtra ( 
1909 e lsrael People חthe Be 3ח. Reforms i 

MOSES Dr. ELIJAH (RAJPURKAR) , M.D. , J.P.* 
NAGAVKAR BUNNY REUBEN* 
NAGAVKAR, Mrs. ESTHER V. DUBEY * 

NAWGAVKAR, DANIEL SOLOMON 

 The Warsס f the lsraelites (traח slatio(ח 1872

PENKAR, JOSEPH DAVID * 
PENKAR, SOLOMON RAHAMIN (PUNE) 

Succoth 1916 

PEZARKAR, DAVID SOLOMON 

 Essay .1חס Prayer Partו
11 Prayer Par,t 2חס. Essay 

PEZARKAR, ABRAHAM SOLOMON 

1893-1896 ) al חe lsrael (Jour חBe 

1900 

). PEZARKAR, E. SOLOMON (B.A 

dia חd l חa a חChi חJews i 

1895 

PEZARKAR, SAMUEL HAEEM 

should remain a Jew וNhy 



1949 GIFT TO BENE-ISRAELS IN וCHIEF RABBI ISAAC HERZOG'S (JERUSALEM 

Sefer Torah seen being taken to "Magen Aboth" 
Synagogue Alibag. 

About 300 Bene-lsraels participatedl in this 
Colourful Ceremony. 

1949 who pa-id a visit to lndia in ו•Dr. Olsvange 
lion. He זacn behalf of the World Zionist Organis 

. spoke at several places in and outside Bombay 
This was Dr. Olsvanger's fourth visit to lndia 
but the first after lndia and lsrael had attained 

. their independence from the British 

Bene-lsrael Congregation seen receiving the 
two scrolls in rewas, in Konkan region .. 

The two scrolls were p_art of the Sifrei Torah 
saved from the Nazi holocaust. The wooden 

-cases were prepared by the Bombay Bene 
-lsrael Carpenters and the silver Rimonim (hol 

low silver ornaments covering the tops of the 
two wooden staffs to which the parchment of 
the Sefer Torah is affixed. Rimonim is plural 

-f the word Rimon) were donated by he con ס
gregations of Alibag and Nadgao to whom the 

. Scrolls were presented 

i through וThe letter Chief Rabbi sen 
: Dr. Emmanuel Olsavanger 

"My dear Brethren in lndia : 

My esteemed friend Dr. Olswanger will bring 
you a present from myself two Sifrei Torah .'" 

" Please accept my heartfelt blessing , the bles­
sing of he Torah and Zion . May you speedily 
come to settle in lsrael and thus to help to 
hasten the Geulah Sheleimah and the coming 
of Mashiah ben David , Amen !" 
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EPILOGUE 

. . And now, the task is over 

. The pen is at rest 

, The offering at the a1ter of Love 

" Of Hope, of dedication is made 

, lts acceptance lies unknown, unseen 

. ln the wom b of f utu re 

let the offeri ng be the twi n-beams 

. Of Light and Guidance 

, lt is now twilight 

The darkness gathers 

lnto the slumbering Cadence 

. coming night -חסOf the 

E. G. MOSES. 

Jf you have enjoyed readlng these Boo'ks, you 
are indebted to the communlty, 
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My sincere thanks to : 

THANKS 

1ח agemeח t aח d Members of the "Gate of Mercy" Syח ­agogue for favourably coח . The Ma 
g חs, (ii) for publishi חiversary Celebratio חחg my requests (i) to hold the 185th A חsideri 
d חTHE RELIGIOUS AND CUL TURAL HERIT AGE OF THE BENE-ISRAELS OF INDIA" a " 

. ce חetary assista חiii) for mo ( 

. 2000 $ of חatio חerous do חfor its ge 2ח. Warld Sephardi Federatio 

ed by the late חtai חf the Record mai סg copies חi חGadkar for loa חjami 3ח. Mr. B. B. Be 
VELIMADETHEM OTHAM" (articles " חf the Bulleti סpies סseph Ezekiel Rajpurkar, c סMr. J 

d articles חf Samuel Ezekiel Divekar) a סf the escape חססther versi סחpage 30 - a חס

1880 by חgue i סag חthe Sy סted t חf Mezuza prese סthe photograph סpages 80-83) als חס

. law end sister ח-ther-i סhis br 

-m Divekar, a des סShal סm סf Shel סdlekar), daughter חKa ( חzel Moses Sassoo 4ס. Mrs. M 
g the חvidi סr pr סf Samaji Hasaji Divekar, f סt of Hasajee Bawajee Divekar, father חda חce 

. f Samuel Ezekiel Divekar ס" FAMIL Y TREE " 

f the family tree of Samuel חסr the desig סf Sheba Art f סSamuel. Gadkar חR. Be 5ח. Mr. Aaro 
. gue סag חf Mercy" Sy סf the "Gate ס. der חEzekiel Divekar, fou 

-f the Special Prayers, compo סpy סg a c חdi חr se סe f חGadkar of Pu חjami 6ח. Mr. Elijah Be 
r his valuable advice from time to סd f חseph Ezekiel Rajpurkar a סsed by the late Mr. J 

. time 

. Aiss R ~ f Or. (Mrs.) J. J. Jhirad, סs סt סf the ph סcks סg bl חi חa סr l סdarkar f חMr. S. R. Ba .ו

. d others חReuben a 

Talegawkar, Ezekiel ו.lkar, Albert סR. B. Shirk ח,jami חkar, J . D. Be 8ח. Messrs M. J. Talegao 
. d Mrs. R חjamin a חRephael, Miss Rahei S. Be & חatha חסs J חסd his s חb Jhirad a סJac 

 C. fס r. their maximum coס- peratioח.

 C .9ס mmittee Members of the Celebratioח s Committee fס r their esteemed c-ס operatiחס.

. dia חthe Armed Forces of l חe-lsraels i חames of Be חg חl. M. A. lsaac for providi 10ס. Lieut. C 

f סr.ial סf the Mem סtograph סpy of the ph סg a c חi חgle) for loa 11ח . Mr. Shellim Samuel (Pi 
. Cemetery סNavga 

ther, which has סd m חgraph of his gra סt סg the ph חi חr loa סgle f 12ח. Mr. Elijah Samuel Pi 
. 44 page 1חס . ok No סB חappeared i 

might have missed inadvertantly for וd Well-wishers and others whose names 13ח. Donors a 
. their: esteemed co-operation 

E. M. JACOB 
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. 1981 iversa,ry Ceilebration יCongregation participating in the 185th Ann 

" 



BENE ISRAEL SOLDIERS IN THE ARMY 

DURING NINETEENTH CENTURV 

T\\ ENTIETH CENTURY 
~ 


