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FOREWORD 

This book has been prepared to present a culture, which was and is still 
being shared in the land called Anatolia. 

Art is the product of culture and mind; but it also has a 
specifl.c aspect of its own. And this is form. 

The renowned art historian Heinrich Wofllin says: ''Men do not ever 
approach art with the same view, because they perceive what they see as 
they desire to see it, and then create it"." 

This idea determines the formation of cultures. 

The great artistic styles which we B.nd in the main concepts of art 
history, show us that each period has seen the world with a diflerent 
view and had to create a diflerent language of form to express and 
convey what was seen. 

/t the concept expressed as "Get to know the man, then you will get to 
understand his art" is a basic principle of art history, then 1 want to 
remind you that this book, which is ranged in the context of researches of 
Anatolian Synagogues, has been prepared with the main idea of bringing 
into light the authentic phenomena of these buildings. 

1 recognize the essence, the form, the aesthetic care in the artistic 
structure of the ]ewish religion,established in Anatolia long before Christ, 
and 1 conceive that the formation of this artistic structure has a very 
important place in defl.ning the varied culture of this land where we trace 
life since prehistorical ages. 



] believe that human history will gain new dimensions and new cultures 
through the appreciation of every artistic phenomenon. 

We can see these Anatolian Synagogues, some dating back to the 1800s, 
have survived to our day. What we observe is a structural whole formed 
by the art trend defined as ''Archaeological Classicism''. ''Archaeological 
Classicism" is a part of the theoretical interest shown to the Classical 
Antique Age oriented directly to the ancient Greek and Roman art. 

ery plain, in ;ןThe exterior structures of Anatolian Synagogues are 
harmony and visual integrity with their surroundings even to the degree 

. of being unnoticeable 

However, the interior is very different. The entrance prepares you for 
an unexpected greatness which you will face. 

E verything has been taken from the essence of life. The formal fantasies 
have been specialized in general. The individual is never left 
all alone; and thus structures and shapes have been formed 
as to share the whole in communal life. Consequently, a concept of 
integrity which presents itself in form, has been created. This has the 
psychological effect of removing the importance of the social status image, 
and replacing it with the power of social unity. 

Since the buildings were structured within the frame of this concept, 
they were not shaped in discrete forms; but the Scholastic approach has 
been displayed in definite points. 

Anatolian Synagogues are grouped in three regions: 

11 
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The Jirst group is the Thracian Synagogues. 

The second group covers the Western and Central Anatolian Synagogues. 

And to the third group belong the Southeastern and Eastern Anatolian 
Synagogues. 

The construction plans display triplet systems. The general 
characteristic is to have a central space and two spreading centers 
connected to the main one. 

The "Ehal" is the point where this flow of action meets. The 
architectural structure is built on this basis. 

All decorations are absorbed in the whole. Although the embroideries 
and embellishments of the ''Parohets" give the impression of being 
independent of the architectural integrity, they are nevertheless the most 
spiritual elements of the synagogues. They reflect the specific 
characteristic of art, which is a product of culture and mind, in 
other words, they reflect the essence of art which is the form of the 
content. Thus we meet with artistic formations displaying sincere 
feelings. The "Parohets" have a special significance in Anatolian 
Synagogues. 



The most significant characteristic of the synagogues is the presence of 
the Torah Rolls. They show regional differences. The artists of the region 
have sacrificingly prepared the ''Rimonnims'~ It is possible to see all the 
characteristics of the regional culture on each Rimonnim . Particularly, 
the Rimonnims in jzmir, Bursa and their surroundings are real works of 
art which deserve attention. 

Anatolian Synagogues, with their particular structures, have 
contributed to the formation of the impressive Anatolian culture as a 
whole. They have kept the Myth which Man has created through history, 
on their own soil; they have enabled the formatiqn of a different culture 
entering into Anatolia from Mesopotamia; and they have furthermore 
provided the activity of economic function throughout the centuries. 

The other immigration flows from Europe and Thracia brought the 
Western cultures to Anatolia; and through all those influences Anatolia 
gained a new dimension in history. 

ERSjN ALOK 
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A GENERAL VIEW OF THE 
ANATOLIAN AND THRACIAN /EWS 

Although there is no definite data reflecting exactly when the ]ews arrived 
on the Anatolian peninsula, it is known that the people in Palestine 
migrated to Anatolia and the Balkans due to various reasons, before the 
collapse of the Second Temple (70 A.D.) and started to settle in the large 
towns of the Roman Empire. Some ruins, unearthed during the 
archaeological excavations in the Aegean region (e.g. Sardes), display 
information and documents related to ]ews who lived in that area in the 
4th century B.C. 

The ]ews who lived in the Roman Empire, had to pay a ' 1ewry Tax" of 2 

Drahmis per person every year. 

When Emperor Constantinus came to Byzantium, he at first tolerated the 
]ewish community who had long ago settled in the town, and their 
synagogues; and he permitted them to carry on their services on the 
conditions they not build new synagogues and of pay a certain tax. 
Upon the pressure of the Roman Church , Constantinus hardened his 
attitude against the ]ews, and ordered them to work on Saturdays and on 
the Passover Feast in order to bake bread for the Roman soldiers. This 
continued until the Roman Empire was divided as the empires of Rome 
and Byzantium. The ]ews suffered deeply from working on their sacred days. 

The status of the ]ews was not better either during the period between 
395 A.D. and The Conquest of Istanbul. When Theodosius II was 
enthroned in 408 A .D., he forbade the ]ews to celebrate the Purim Feast 
and to build new synagogues, on the pretext that they insulted 
Christianity. 

Upon the ]ewish resistance and opposition, Theodosius II ordered 
the destruction of all the synagogues. 



Theodosius recognized fudaism as a religion in 423 A.D. and returned 
the fewish rights on condition of nonaggression against Christianity. But 
the f ews were again denounced as the enemies of the Roman Law in 438 

and the old prohibition Act was once again put into force. Those conflicts 
continued until the Conquest of jstanbul. 

When Sultan Mehmet the Conqueror conquered jstanbul in 1453, fews 
were living on both banks of the Golden Horn. The Conqueror granted the 
fews their religious freedom , and permitted the repair and restoration of 
the existing synagogues and the transformation of houses into synagogues 
since building new ones was prohibited. 

When the f ews who were expelled from Spain in 1492 came to the 
Ottoman Empire, they built their first communities in Salonica , Edirne 
and jstanbul. With the addition of the Sephardims to the existing large 
fewish community, the fewish population in Istanbul exceed.ed thirty 
thousand, thus making the city the most important fewish center of 
Europe. 

ln addition to the Byzantine fews living in the Eminonii , Bahr;ekap1 and 
Yeni Cami areas and to the fews invited and settled in Haskoy by Sultan 
Mehmet II; the firman (decree) of Sultan Beyaz1d II, ordering the settlement 
of the Sephardims in Balat, increased the fewish population. In time, the fews 
started to spread along the opposite banks of the Bosphorous. 

The Turkish fews, whose population reached sixty thousand in the early 20th 
century, formed large communities in the main cities of Turkey. But as a 
result of the migrations abroad caused by the World Wars and the 
foundation of the Israeli State, and of the rural flow the metropolis, the 
present day Turkish fewish population has decreased to negligible numbers in 
towns other than Istanbul and jzmir. Today they can hardly carry on their 
religious traditions. 

15 
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THE ORIGIN OF THE WORD '1EW'' 

The word "few" originates from the name of the Kingdom of "f udaea" 
comprising two of the 12 Israeli tribes. The name ''Israel'' stands for 
the Northern Kingdom where all Israelites, and particularly the 10 tribes 
lived. Today it is used as the common name for fewry and the fewish 
country since 1948. It is mentioned as Hebrew in the Torah, whereas the 
present usage of Hebrew expresses only the spoken and written language 
of Israel. 



WHAT IS A ''SYNAGOGUE''? 

Synagogue is the name of the building where the ]ews gather to worship 
and to receive religious education. The word is derived from the Latin 
"senat" meaning the "meeting place". 

/t is the focal point in the life of the ]ewish community. 

f n antiquity, all synagogues, including the Great Temple [BEIT HA 
MIGDASH) in ]erusalem, were known as places of prayer and worship to 
God. Although there are many assumptions, it is nevertheless unknown 
when and how the first synagogue was built. However, we know that there 
were synagogues in Egypt and Palestine in the 3rd century B.C. It is also 
said that there were the synagogues of Hamama in Tunisia and 
Duraeropos in Syria. The synagogues .in Palestine and Diaspora were the 
gathering places for the ]ews, even long before the collapse of the Great 
Temple. 

B esides administering the synagogues, the rabbis also tried to raise a 
unified, educated and cultured ]ewish community. 

The present day synagogues have religious classes, pastime spaces and 
offices. They are run by the rabbis or specially trained guides or by both. 

f n these unifying worship halls, the Torah and the related commentaries 
are read to the community from the pulpit, called the ''Bimha'' or the 
"Teva". 

17 
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THE ARCHITECTURAL 
CHARACTERISTICS OF THE 
ANATOLIAN SYNAGOGUES 

The fews living in various parts of Turkey, moved in time to large cities 
or to new districts in their towns and built new temples there. Some of 
the deserted synagogues were dilapidated or burnt down, and some lost 
their authentic purpose of usage. On the other hand, some of those old 
synagogues have been restored and put into service, particularly on Saturdays 
and holidays. 

The synagogues are usually surrounded by high walls in order to 
preserve their secrecy. They have a courtyard in front, with enough space 
to build a "Suka" and sometimes a religious school. Most of the 
synagogues were built of stone or brickdust-and-lime mortar (Horasan) , 
and their roofs were made of wood. A few of the extant ones (e.g. the 
Castoria Synagogue in Balat, jstanbul) are completely wooden. 

The interiors of the synagogues display differences. Some are 
rectangular, some have the ''Teva ' ' in the center and some have their 
"Teva" at the foot of the back wall. Some Tevas are large and some are 
small as portable pulpits. 



lt seems that a local type of synagogue architecture was developed in the 
izmir and Bursa areas. Usually, the four central columns supporting the 
roof divide the ceiling into nine equal squares. The "Teva" is situated 
right below the central square among the four columns. The ceiling is 
decorated with wooden and plaster ornaments. The embellishments above 
the ''Teva'' are usually richer. The columns, ceilings and walls are 
decorated with geometrical and floral designs, and in some instances they 
have landscapes painted on them. The seat rows of the worshippers are 
along the synagogue walls and around the ''Teva' '. 

The fews formed separate communities in their respective towns during 
the 15th and 16th centuries, and since each had its own tradition of 
worship, they built separate synagogues. It is not certain whether or not 
those synagogues had architectural differences. 

B ut the differences between the communities were removed between 
the 17th and 19th centuries, and new synagogues were built. In the late 
19th and early 20th centuries, the Italian architectural style became the 
influential factor in the synagogue architecture. 

19 
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• • 
IZMIR SYNAGOGUES 

The history of the jzmir fews goes back to the period of Alexander the 
Great. There are documents showing the presence of a fewish community 
in jzmir when Alexander the Great occupied Palestine in 325 B.C. When 
he left Palestine, he settled some fews who were with him, in jzmir. 
Furthermore, another fewish community is said to have lived in Ephesus in 
300 B.C. 

S1nce jzmir was greatly influenced by earthquakes, epidemics and fires 
in the flow of history, the fews mostly moved to and settled in the 
neighbouring towns and cities. 

The Byzantine domination of jzmir gave way to Genoese domination in 
1261 and to Seljuk domination in 1300. The Etz-Ha-Haim Synagogue is 
said to have been already built by then. 

The Knights of Rhodes captured part of jzmir in 1344, while the rest of 
the city was under Seljuk rule. Sultan Murad 11 annexed jzmir to the 
Ottoman Empire in 1424. 

The jzmir fews are formed mostly by the groups who immigrated 
from Spain during the 16th century. The f ews founded printing 
houses in jzmir during the 17th century, and they soon gained an 
important place in the commercial life of the city. 

They lived in a small district between the Turkish and Armenian 
districts. Mezarl1kba§1 and Havra Streets were places where the fewish 
inhabitants were most crowded. Others lived in the Ma§allah district near 
Kemeralt1 and the Karata§ district . 

• 
f zmir witnessed an important event in fewish history, namely the 
pseudo-prophet Sabetay Sevi event. Sabetay Sevi was a few of jzmir, who 
declared himself a prophet and caused a conflict and cliques among the 
fewish community. Upon a decree by the Sultan , he was arrested and put 
into jail in (:anakkale. Some of his followers later converted to Islam. 
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ינכרתר ,...;;: ·.רא.ך...:" ר:יר·.;,_...,.,·כ'יג.' ~

f'!, 'ייl,1:ר •כ: :.:·פני;.יכ·ר·'בייו .' J ~ככt.' כ'tיl 
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ר'--יכיכ· רכ.,·ברכ•תאכ'ייייו.ראכל tlי

וfר_ר•ר.ד .t'יא .-;~"כ ב:·-",א·~ך "בז_,...:." 1
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יי jר.ארתד•וזככ:ונ•אתדבושומ•כזא

נתוחנ~.ר•ה~חא • i;; •ז..,ןבנהמי•זשר:י•ח.;רו
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 1ע'י'זכ;~רארע.נ;נו ~;[ו~ ~ה'

ן ~ f'l)י;יוב~כדהךוג P, ~ 1~ח.ו.'~';ןזג«י
~~ ti יי 1ךורכחמפזזיj 
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כרעלולא~ח•זנא~ש 1~,על 1ןוירזש.יז
זוא vרהוא 1רשמיאהא vנא Q ,כנאיnנ v~:יו•ז

זמסגי 1קשוטונ~יאו:ו.י,וט 'iקתהירא,דקשייט
ושלמה,והי\יאבאכחווקש{טזט~ולמענו
יועאה.א t ,תקנתןאמראבאוא t+קקר•שא
מש~~זותשל~ם 1ותךילכןותפתחק~וסך
 iורזר"לטנ+שר~ורךנלדלנא tיידאי
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